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THE 


Parliamentary D eba 

I ' * • . 

During the ♦Fourth.Scss^ion of’the Fifth* Parliament*‘of the 

''United Kingdom of Great Britain aiM Ireland, ap¬ 
pointed to meet at Westminster, the Fir^tvDay of 
February 1816, tliy Fifty^sixtli YTcar &£*the keign of 
His Majesty EOllCj^ the ^Hijrd. [Sess. 1816. 


II 0 U S E OF I. o R D S,il 

Fridaifi April SJG, 1816. 

Sinecure Okfices and Grafts In 
Reversjojt.] Eat;| Grosvenor acquaintud 
their lordships witn his intention shilrily 
to lay .-hafore the House a proposition, 
founded upon what now unequivocal’^ 
appeared to be the general sentiment ann 
wish of the country, namely, that a gca 
neral system of official retrenchment and 
economy in the public expenditure should 
be adopted by his majesty’s government. 
It was a subject on which a great deal 
had been said, and warmly expressed, and 
the object was now become more than 
ever necessary, from the embarrassed 
situation of the country. It was there* 
fore his intention to embody his opinion^ 
on these important l^ubjects in a motion, 
which he should submit to thc'tlouse on 
Thursday se’nnight, the* object |lf which 
woiild be the Suppression of useless of¬ 
fices and sinecure places, and^t.'^^^l’.bolish 
the practice of grants in revdrsiorA" The 
noble earl concluded by moving, that^he 
lords be.summoned for Thursday se’n- 
iffght^ whicL^as ordereCacQprdingly. 

^ ll^ J mmmm 

HOUSE OFt COSflaCiNS. 

Friday, 'April 26. ’ _ 

Employment of Children in Cot¬ 
ton lIjIiLL.i.2 Stt'‘Jan‘y Graham pre¬ 
sented a petition from several sj^nners 
and others employed in the cotton roa^^ i 
factories in the city of Carlisle, in ^ 
county of Cpt^erfand; Aimplaining of 
the evil whkih bas long ^e^tled <of eiji^ 
tdoying children h petton ^Milte a 
length of time daily,w)iich is not only 
/ VflT;. WVIV \ • 


evidently injurious to their heal|!n but 
dangerous in an eminent degree* to the 
morals of the youth of both saKea. 4 -and 
praying the House to adopt such measures* 
as will oe the means of putting a stop-'to 
such a serious evil, and restrict the labour 
of children and others in the cotton^ milk 
to a period daily ^Uich vvi'f permit' their* 
education, and pfbiuot<e their bealtlf‘and 
future Vblfare in sosietyi’.*' Although 
th>ts^ persons'^were.jn a hunlUle class of 
life, thh lion, bfq^onet was |urc the Hpu^e 
wc’uid take a^ much notic^s^heiKAejdj' 
tion as of any ot|||er -thht was ia'iIf'Sefore 
them.* After it had been read, he should 
move, that it be referred to the committee 
above stairs, which was then occupied in 
examining the necessity of adopting some 
regulations with result to the hours of 
labour that ought uSToe'aliowed ia the 
cofton factories. ^ 

Mr. Curaeh said, these petitioners were 
ev^ently misled by the .nggpre proposed 
.by ah, hoQ. baronet i(sir Robert Feel)' 
desj’g^pt^ had certainly mistaken. 
The hon. b^onetVished to regulate the 
labour ^f-^iildren in citton factories, but 
the petititmers, in this case, were all frcc^ 
•labourers, whg could make their own bar¬ 
gain; but,'it appeared, they wished to 
ab^dge their bours of employment, and, 
at same time, to retain their present 
wa^s. If any sfeverc regulatidn was al- 


tem^ed Jo bg figrced'iou them by their., 
maSterS, they had only to ^ply to tliT 
magistrate, and the disputed p^oint wenlu 
be set »ight. j^With respect to the mea¬ 
sure cf thellion. baronet,'^* doubted very 
'^udh the soundness of one 

^hich such an interference as he con- 
^jnplated proceeded. ^’Jk'^as an iniip'bta-'' 







• :h[QUSE fep cbMi^NS; Charges against Lor^^^orough. [4; 


S I 

lerously sigoed 
rers of Lteds, 

.yroik, to the prejudfce of their heaUi|; and | on the subject of the projected alteration 


it was also an imputation on gentlemen at 
rile head of manufactories, to aupposc^that 
they would compel ^ildren to make ex- 
cesshre exertians. 

Sir Ropert'F^el} ia answer to wjyit hatf 
filillen from Mr. Curwen, said, that wherd 
a ^eat many childreQ^wcrc assembled to¬ 
gether, uniess some regulation were de¬ 
vised fiMt/fteir* proper government, th^i 
most consequences were to be 


in the laws relating to wool, which had 
been submitted to a committee above 
stairs. The principal^ object of the pro¬ 
posed alterationt w’as, to allow the expor¬ 
tation pf Britisiwwool. On a former oc¬ 
casion he bad stated, tliat he never kn^ 
a subject wb^ch created greater alarm th^ 
this had cft)ne. The petitiopjirs cJ^ressed 
their apprehensions of the mischief which 
an alteration would occasion, and hoped 


9ppreb^3dd. Tlifi«eotton*ma6uractiWe that t^exi^iag system would not be suf* 
was now carried on through the mediuiw *fered t<N^jmai1|h^,» 
of machinery; in working; which greau The Pefirilro, which was signed by a 
iiumbers of children, many of them ther considerabUT qumber of cloth merchants, 
ofispring pf patq|)^rs, were employed trustees af cloih-hallb, and wool-dealers, 

if they were not to be interferedSintb, •of Lecd^ras tlicn read. The petitioners 


their ^nation would be most dep^rable. 

Mr. Serjeant Qnsloin said, the object of 
the petition vi'as intirely dijerent from the 
■proposition of the hon. baroaet. Jhe pe¬ 
titioners were perspnt of adplt age, and 
they complained nf being bver-worke^; 
,«nd, qUhough they had the power qjf mak- 
’ing their own.b^gaUi,,yiey requested the 
assistance of the House. Qut the object 
of the hoD^ baronet was, to protect chil¬ 
dren of tender age, ndio we^e not nUw^to 
pc^ct themselves. ^ 

'■ V. J3sg[^.tifibiTVas ortf^d lo be referred 
* to the^'mmittee' appipted to take into 
cousiderarion the state of the children em¬ 
ployed in the difiSrent man'ufactdl'ies of 
the United Kingdom. 

Wiltshire I^jhjxiok resrectiko 
Public ^efaiRs.] ^ Mr. Methuen pre¬ 
sented a, petitioiy^rona .several noblen^n, 
clergymen, Wntleraen, affid freeholders, 
^inhabitants ttCtbe'county of Wilts; setting 
’forth, “ that , ,th^ petitioner^ full- pf j 
loyalty to their sjoverejl^-tum of 
dence in tbewrisdpm of -par^amemt, 
avow the princippi^ of a petit^ Jbtei^ 
^nt from, and pui^portmg tp be,’ the peti¬ 
tion of that county, to tbeoHpuse; they 
, bear no part with those who would alienate 
the affections of the pepplP tioia the cfn- 
aiitutional authorities, happily eacehliihed 
among us; they ^^ech the.fiodfiff ^ 

S iddimtenance and resift ^ ae%rt8 of 
:Uqps me% and ,to deyhte mid. ex^ute 
such measures aS may tend th perpe¬ 
tuate the pfosp^ty and hainuiesirpf that 
great ^ " ... . 


-Ordered td lie 


OR^thft 


exprpKsd the greatest alarm, lest the 
contemplated duty on raps'seed imported, 
and^the permission tn export Britishawool, 
shhiuibhe carried into effect, and prayed 
that no alteration should be made in the 
exifting system. • 

Lord MiUori said, he was glad.4he pe- 
tKTon was presented in so full a House, 
becau^ the subject deserved the most 
aoature consideration. The petitioners, it 
appeared, were , desirous that ary addi¬ 
tional duty should be placed on the im¬ 
portation of foreign wool. Now, he begged 
to take that opportunity of protestiAg ia 
the strongest iftahner against the prin¬ 
ciple of relieving any one class of his 
majesty’s subjects at the expense of ano¬ 
ther. Much of this petition proceeded 
qp a principle, wh^jh, he thought, had 
been explpded. It was founded on the 
assumptido, that the prosperity of this 
country Vould best he cef^red by laying 
restrictions on its coimmerce. Witfi ’re¬ 
spect exportation of wool, how- 

eve| h^migfit think abstractedly on that 
subject, it might, pfcrhaps, under the pre¬ 
sent circumstanjilis of the coitotry, be 
right to accede .to that part the pgayA 
ot the petitipn. 1‘bby, ^erq not to follow 
iaiplicitly^he*(ip.mi9n8 of those persons, 
buMo weigh the wbpie of the subject ma- 
turlly and deliberatdy befoto they came 
to H decisioiu 

peflttdh«v^ rjoerred to th« com- 
Lit|ee'oa .the lairs tolating to the woollen 

,e. , . ” 


LoBB^EbLlfNBO- 


ftJL.CHAi, - - - - - 

. ^ave notice that 

i y • • oi^toe.&4,pf Mfl 3 i;^hdVould move, that 

vHibL AHD/'Sxbps.Q Lord Lajc^s [hji SrsV charge, agaiiist lo«i Ellepboriugh- 
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Ehoukl be taken into consideration in a derived from the office, until the disputed 
cot^ittee of the whole Housd He wished point was settled. * 

to know if there would \)e any objection Mh Plmkctt said, that several misre*' 
urged to bis calling witnesses. If there presentations had gone abroad on this sub- 
were none, he would now give in a list of ject. It had beeq^ aiserted, that 'i^e per* 
those he wished to call in order to siib- son who now filled the office was a nijnor; 
stantiate his charge. Should this be op- he, however, was authpri^dd by the chief 
posed, he proposed suoniifting »motion ^aron^eflreland to state, that lAib indivi- 
(o the House on the subjeef on Monday, .dual appointed was not a minor, '^ith 
^he i3p«a^r observed, tltat^the noble respect to the enkluments, he did,not 
lord mhst be.aware that before the House think the amount of the f(^|^as any 
could issue orders for the attendance of (thing like the sum the ri^it^'nc^'^eatljB- 
Witnesses, they must adopt the determina- mhn had atq^ed. He was also gumorized 
tion to enter into the consideratior..of the, t^ statp^hat the'^fflost ample •security 
charges. If that were*«’: 3 i^ d.:termined, zvould be g'vpo (so as to leave the re’ceipt 
they would then lend the n'^ilscssary aid to |> of the pronts'by the pesent holder of tn^ 
all the parties in the case. • '^situation prfectly unobjectionable) for 

Lord CW/miic, acquiescing in the pto- aujir ^eel that might be paid- to the 
priety of this observation, repeated his firsts clerk of the exchequer. He had been led 
notice; but subsequently changed the day to take tfhis opportunity of mentioaing the 
from the 2nd to* the 3d of May. subject to the right hot?. gi|ntleman, be- 

• cause it did appear to him soibewhat novel,, 

Cr.EKK ov THE Peeas IN Irei-and.] in a case where a legal right was involved,' 
Mr. Plunkett was Anxious to know, what —where a iperson was admitted to the 
wasithe nature of the measure which the office, off the ground that a legal right to 
right hoi?, gentleman opposite intended to the appointment was vested«in a certaiit- 
propose, with reference to the office of quarter^^to proceed in-the way proposed, 
clerk of the pleas of the court of aexclie- .The chief baron bad h 6 t acted mone; he 
quer in Ireland i And, whether there werA had made ou^ such a primci jacie case, as 
any particular circumstances attending the tojiddgde the whole court of iekebequer to 
mode in which that office was filled, which swear the persoii nominate bins, /hei^ 
called for parliamentary interference ? officer. Without-going, iftto tile ultlmWe 
Mr. Peel said, that the objefct of the question of eight, ‘rile office bffing-vacant, 
bill he intended to introiiuce was not to and ‘the Crqwn not being aware of the 
regulate the fees taken in the court of circumstance, the right of nomination, ui 
exchequer. The report on the subject of was in the chief baron. It might 

those fees was not yet jiresented, and the be an office in which the tees ought to be 
House had not that^^nformation befoK regdiated or curta^tid*;. about that he 
them, which alone could enabje him to wqpld say nothing—>but, whether they 

E roceed with alterations^ Neith^ was the were reduced or not, it-wvas by no means 
ill,i«tended tq,determine the ri^t to ap- a sinecure office. Twenty o'r t,birty clerks 
point to the office of clerk of the exche- weVe employed in it, Jfrom the beginning • 
quer. A nomination having, been made .tothe end>‘of‘the.^ar. It was, he con- 
by the chief baron, he did not intend to chived, sdraewhiii^.novel—where a person 
meddle with it; but he would leave that wasaditiUted to Uie sit|;ption, on a claim 
noint to be decided by^ue course of law. .qf righi^-rfivhere'there was no minority— 
The House, itowcver,JiiariDg^xpreBsed an where ^-security was offered—that par-’ 
opinion on the liubjdci of this office— liamentshould^interfere pending a question 
having stated, that, even if the Gkown had of legal discussion, and sequester tne fees 
appointed a person to fill it, tt neceE|ity and emoluments of the office, 
existed for regulating the fees, which, he Mr. Ped 8 aid,*it was not his intention 
believed, he und«r-rated, when be com- to determine tbp right of nominatiqp to 
puted-^their amount to’be from ^25 to thi^ofiice! meant hut to say, whether 
30,0(X}/. per annum—under thrae circtqB-, it .wiis in ‘the Cnown .or notf or whether 
stances, and knowing it was possi^ the fee| belonged to ther Ciroam or were 
that |he ultimate decision 09 the question to be considlpt^d public mu^ey. It could 
of the right 'of^nomination, might,be deJ'Aot^e disputed, that the lyouse, granting, 
fsrred for a year^ the bill d'hlch he> in- a sufficient remuneration to tn^ 'person 
tended to introduce would provide fpt the filling the*office, *had a. right to re^;plute 
•Impoundiog of«ll fees hnd emolumenta tbu fees; and sprely if “they were emo 

j • /' 
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powered ^to aker the rate of fees, they 
had an equal rigbf to impound them. He 
iielicved, that the privilege of nomiriation 
was in^the Crown. Here it rested jritli 
the chancellor of the*eitchcquer; but, in 
Irclaipd, the power had always been exer- 

- *• «_: • _ 'r _— 


cised by the soWt^'gn. Therefore, as farJ certainly the chi^ baron could not be con 


as prece’dtyit went, the quesfion w^ quite^ 
clear. He had the opinion, in writing,, 
of many able lawyers,'on this point, who 
coincidelP^ith him in sentiment. The 
p{yniol|^>o||!M/. Standish O’Grady himself,' 
when attt^y-general, was favoJr- 
ablc to the arguraenffthat the Crewn pof 

_ . . ^ a • V » r»__ . 
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the House of Commons had prospective 
application ^o those which became va&nt. 
It was said, tha^ the chief baron of the 
court of exchequer in Ireland possessed 
the same privilege which the chancellor 
of the exchequer exercised here. But 


sideredntt theyiicad of the Irish court of 
exchequer. If he ^ (Mr? Fitzgerald) h^ 
not bclievgd the right of noiptcutfon to be 
vested in tlie Crown, he d^tainly would 
not have> waived his claim in favour of an 
inferior judge of that court. * 

Mr.'Zj. Fo^.^ said, the amount of the 


sessed the right of nomination-*—since tht^fccs, which principal received, was 
jfa/of the last patent, wheh the Crown' about JOjOQdtTa-ycar. Those fees were 
nominated to the situation, was signed' ancient, legal, and Just. It was the right 

<1 i\Ti _-I..._ >* : __ 


“ Standish O’Grady, attorncjr-gencr^i 
Mr. Plmk^t said, it certainly was in 
the pofver ofparliament to actf in this 
case, as theyvwohld in that of any other 
.individual. .But, if they'did so, there 
were many .other offices of*a sitnilar na¬ 
ture, in the Kingjp-bench and cotPmon 

{ ilc^ in Ireland, wnieft were ^ually open 
0 parliamentary inquiry and interference. 
In this epuntry,-also,' 'Offices of the same 
kind were to- be tnet with h) the King*s-v 
bench, common pleas, an^ exch^^. 
if, acting from a desire of. eccmoinyvk. it 
wfts^^nd i^^ssary to iffte^ere with the 
rights oT individaals. in aff* those 
offices, he ^ould be’ the last man to object 
to it. But it did^ot appear to Jiiih to 
be a fair measure of justice (he aid not 
mean to accuse the right hon. gentleman 
of a wish to act unjustly) to. select this 
particular.sUuatiotf;^nd to.make it the 
object of parliamentary inquiry. . g 
Mr. Feel said,wthat>'Wh$n he was asked 
a question pn’this subject, he had stated,' 
• that it was dot iittended to .appoint kny 
person to the office, lih^tH^ fimoluments. 
were known.^ This sbotlld tbafn-o narrow 
views had occasjpaed him tO'^dcqit ^is 
pre|ent course. • •' . >* f 

.•'''iSir John Newport said, that<4a8t year, 
when a bill for the. regAlation of this 
office was brought into pwiament, it was 
su8{>ended on tha express understondlbg, 
that that and other dfices,’ being Jftien 
un^r the considei^ion ^ a i^mroiUee, 
no steps .should, be takeh tlU.the ftport of 
that'cummktee -vtas n^de. It dieilefore 
stood entirely of the line of aqy office 
4&‘this county ... *.• 


^ ' U m C7 

of%uitors, paj ing such fees, to have the 
ljusiness executed without farther expense. 
But here was the grievance—here arose 
the necessity of regulating the office. 
There were a number of persons employed, 
to whom a trifling sum of 201. or 30/. per 
annimi was paid. But they wefe allowed 
to remunerate themselves by fees of a very 
diflerent description from those f liich the 
principal swept into his pocket. The 
amount of the emoluments gf the deputy 
d'as about 7000/'. per annum, of which he 
did not think oniTsbilling was legal |Hear, 
hear Ij. The second deputy had 30001. 
a-year, made up by fees of exactly the 
same desbription. The six clerks helped 
themselves to fees of the like nature. One 
of them had 3000/., and several of them 
2000/. per annum [Hear, hear!]. The 
right hon. secretary for Ireland had spoken 
within tmmpass, wl)«p he said that the to¬ 
tal amoqpt of fees was 30,000/. a-year. 
Let thenominatien be in whom it might, 
parliam^t, he contended had a rigly: to 
interfere, to see that the suitor’s business 
was prqperly performed, and that he was 
nob charged immoderately: 10,000/. per 
annum would fully pay every individual in 
the office, and Iwave an ample allowance 
for the prindipai. ^ ^ f 

Mr. AhercrgmUie sai^, no man felt more 
deeply than he ^id, the necessity of re- 
spqpting tested interests; but he took 
tbafebpportunity of observing, that, how¬ 
ever the right of, nomiaation to this office 
might uUiinately be decided, the*House 
^G^ld'not precluded from regulating it, 
gTthey thoQ^it proper. He did not sup- 
strti I-. *.• . .‘t J pdte nil learned friend meant to pq,sh his 

Fit^erald said, there was^fio*-%^umcnt t« tbis extent; busiestk should 

*1^ au:_1_ Z __.1* -t .1 1- 


iliei^vgr^and which {daced this office in ti 
^veif^different situation from fiov in tlfis 
/couauf; narrfely, that |lie rc8ofutioft»«?f 


beimagiufcdt tHat the decision on thedis- 
pateikpoint would prevent the House from 
exercising its bosti:Uuti«BaL|psivdege of- 
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inteiferencc, he thought it necessary to hon friend (Mr. Grattan) would present 
protAt against such a doctrine) in a few days. Soma'))ersons eSneeived,. 

Mr. Plunkett was sur[vised that hia that this was a proof of a difference of 
learned friend could have mistaken him. opinion; and they expressed their belief 
He did not mean, in the slightest degree, that divisions of thi^nature would’defeat 
to deny the right of the House to inter- the application of the petitioners to parlia- 
fere. They certainly had ft in their power ment in the present sc^siqh.' He wished 
to inquire into any interelt, jested •or not. jhe Haji^e to* know what this .difference 
Bqt, supposing tlhs vested right should really was, because he thought, on exahii- 
turn out codwM legal right, he fought it nation, it would nlilf be found One of a 
a -novel procesding, before the decision of solid character. The peti{ioh‘i^||ip.hefore 
the question, to sequester the feee of the the House, abstained entirdljf^^Jrtnn tbo 
plfice. * mintion pf i4dl ecclesiastical Mthngement 

^ ^ , —•the o»er stated,'lhat the petitioners 

Petition op the Roman Catholics prere rrady^tn submit and conform to’ ahy 
OF Ireland. Sat Henry Pua-nell ttue io 'regulations, hot incompatible with tha 
present a petition from' certain Roman principles and discipline of their religion. 
Catholics of Ireland, on behalf of theth- Frftm^his it Was inferred, that there was 
selves and others of the same persuasion.' a great degree of diSerShce between the 
The petition was agreed to at a general parties. * But he certainly was bound to 
meeting of RcAnan Catholics, held in say, that the division was one rather of 
Dublifi. The meeting was properly sum- imagination than of real and substantial 
moned, and the proceedings were most form. The cliarge was not -founded, 
regular, tlo opp^ition whatever .was when it was said,^t}|at one party was 
made to the motion which led to the peti- ready to sacrifice their religion for personal 
tion; and*, therefore, it might be said.to advantages; and, on the other side, h was 
contain the sentiments of the great bodj not correct to 8uppo^e^4hat tbq persons 
of the Roman Catholics of that ccuntry. whose petition he now presented were so 
He did not mean to anticipate any thin^ exceedmgly ivtreasoiuible as^tp do away 
that might occur on the discussion of this altagitiimr with measures of temperate and 
important subject; yet he would say a few properjegulation. Inr con4aq.uenceiofefry 
word^ on some points connected with it, cumstliices wnictr had nccurrCd, thb , 
on which misrepresentation h^d gone tholic<body l^ad signified their intention of 
abroad. He wished, particularly, that prese'n^ng an. address t» his royal highness 
the House should learn what the Roman the Prince Regent, prayinghis royal high- 
Catholics of Ireland intreated them to do, ness to recommend their case to tlie con- 
from an examination of their own express- sideration of the House. Under these 
ed sentiments, and no^ from any misrepre'' circumstancea, it.v^as 'hou his intention to 
sentation of what they were suf^osed to giwe notice of any motion on the subject, 
have said. The petitioik was very short. By the proceeding'4o which heliad al- 
It consisted of^only two clausCl. One luded, tne Roman Catholics,had placed 
contained the ground of their allegations, tHeir case in the hands of ‘his majesty’s * 
the other comprised the prayer.. The .ministers. • Ha tr&sted ministers would 
petitioners said, that t^ey were excluded ttdee advantege ofHhis opportunity, to pay 
from the benefits of the constitution—and tl|efu)les^8ttenti6n to tbf subject, for it was 
t^ey prayed that honouj^able House to re- -their bnqndbn duty tohring the questioja to 
lievethem frdhi the oppressixfe grievances adecisiom; There were many strong rea-*. 
of which they complaincc^ ^nd to restore sons why this 'question had not hiUierto 
them to the unrestricted enjoyment of the been brqught*fdrwarfl By ministers. The ‘ 
rights of free subjects of the eotpire. 'j^be va)* and ether circumstances might be 
petition, as he understood from members plea^^d in defioce of the conduct they 
of the Catholic body with erhom he had had thought pTwer adopt. But t^w, 
conversed, wsb meant to apply o^ to whan die eoiwtrywaa at peace, and when 
that civil liberty, of which tb^iwe'reiia^ ihe statid of Irela^,d, as’t desei^bed hythe 
prived. It left out all allusioens t6 religion, right bqn. secretary,^ was thid td demand a 
and 1^ hoped It would be wonsidered on force pf men, helped the noble 

the liberai ^^ciple of conafiatipn-anda(Cas^reagh) and^ms ftdieagues. 
concession. Tnerp was a'nother petithm fvould fad tihat nte tune was come, when 
.from anotiier description of persons aif the it was .proper for ^ mdes^'h mirsalera 
^omaa Cathdie^ersuasioi], which his right; Zbamadves to undertake toe questioi^ > 

■ * -I > ^ ■ 
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dress arc convinced that the state of Ire¬ 
land canniit be rightly considered^ or 
well understood, without referenoe to the 
errors of its governments at several |)e- 
riods, as tha sources from whence its mis¬ 
fortunes have arisen., 1 shall, then, pro¬ 
ceed as briefly* and as dispassionately as 

f iossib^, to tfath the causes which have 
ed £o its pr^ent condition, but fear 1 
cannot do ^ without requsf^yig the 1n- 
duIgence*of the House in *^6 tinte which 
I must pe'cessarily occupy. 

It will naturally be asked by an impar¬ 
tial inquirer, why Ireland has not been 
‘infinitely jdor^ ytipruvcd by its long con- 
nea.ion duriq^ six centuries with England i 
—why- it still has to complain of evils, 
which were the subject of animadversion 
in tlie early periods of that connexion i 
The answer is obvious—-the inference 
irresistible—it has been nmgoverncd. No 
other cause can be assigned. History does 
not afford a single instance of any two 
cooptries, so long unpted under the same 
government, which have not assimilated in 
miners, customs, and hid>its. «lreland ia 
the solitaiy and melancholy exception to 
this generm rule. It ii^ tlieii, fit to inquire 
fw.m whence this has proceeded, and for 
that purpose to*look at the state ^f Ire¬ 
land,'as it is represented to us in different 
perils since her first connexion with this 
country.*^ Great assistance has bedn for¬ 
tunately afforded to this research by im¬ 
partial historians, who have delivered to 
us unquestionable testimonies on the sub¬ 
ject. Tile first period to whicli 1 shall 
«efer, U the commencement of the reign 
of James Jst, when that excellent work of 
sir John *Davis q^ipearcd, ti'acing, in the 
most cllhr and perspicuous mannm-, the 
misgovernment of Ireland, during tlie'first 
four centuries of her connexion with Eng- 
laqd: tn that golden.volume the impar¬ 
tial and well-uifthrmed author displays, 
with statesman-i^e aiiility, ihh dreadful 
state of turbtiieece and cou^sion to^hi^h 
she hud been consigned, and the repeated 
refusuls-lK) gi^d to the natives the benefits 
of^ritisb iaw. He -adduces from the re- 
colds upon charges of murder, the ques¬ 
tion tepeatcdly put in.is8ue, whuiher the 
murdered person viere de^Htbentuco san- 
or m English parentage;—if the 
tprmer, the murderer was fined five marks; 

__, ____, ff. the latter^ he suffored death.* « Our 

•and duriqg a fifeg eucdesuipn of ceQti|rie 9 .s • law,” ^say»<he .honest luetority;], ^ did nei- 

I shall :do this with reluctance, hut it ish -- w- — -——^ 

s duIfkiRfaichl amiioQiultodis^WG^t afid * 29 Edw. 1st, at Ijreglieda—i Edw, 
I am confident the awqjnbljr.whkm i «ad-;| 2df at lamectck.<.>Sir J.«Davis^78i^ ?9. N 
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The petition was then read; setting 
forth, “ That the vqtUioners are excluded 
•from the enjoyment of the free constitu¬ 
tion of these realms; and that the^ are 
subjected to the endurance of such exclu¬ 
sion, not on account of any imputed defi¬ 
ciency of dis^sitipii or of ability in the 
service of^the *Crown, or sapporUtof th# 
stale, but solely on account of their con^ 
■cientious adhereDce*td that religion which 
irnn‘ urtflutd by those princes and pa- 
»>al Britain, who originated 
_....... her •justly boui^d constitu¬ 
tion; that the petitioners aphLimplqire 
the House to grant to them the rmress of 
|he oppressive grievances of which the^ 
so justly complain, and to restore them to 
the full'and unrestricted enjbymhnt offhe 
rank of free subjects of the empire.'’ 

Ordered to^ie on the talde. ' 

« 

State off Ireland.] Eir J. Netoport, 
in rising toffiubmit to tlie House a tnotion 
on the State of Ireknd, to call thw atten¬ 
tion to its .condition both internally and 
/as it respected its connexion with Great 
' Britain, observed, that there was no mem¬ 
ber of mat i^spedltble bodwhich ^ wa^ 
then addressing who was mow sensible of 
the infinite* ifnportance of toe t^si; v^hjeb 
^e had imderigkeo, or oT t^e very ioade- 
abllify i^ich he-posMssed fier its 
execution.* Why, ‘then, have I thjis ob¬ 
truded myself when there ^ within this 
assembly men who, more competent in 
every respect to the discharge of this duty, 
possess talents and research to give due 
weight to the subject, and can ghre a more 
lively cojbustng to the dreary pictmpei 
In this'^great cause ^ qnxi^y and sseal 
have outrup my ability, 1 trust, however, 

• though a feeble advocate, I shall state**a 
case which will dematffiLthe'e^iqus atten% 
tion of the |louse, andf 1 havh the satisi- 
faction of knowing tliat (here ara amongst 
^h^uditors those who ban amply<ouppJy 

XS^efects, and in partioular-m^wo hob. 
friends the representatives flf 'the city and ] 

* university of Dublin. The House will 

hear, and, 1 have no doubt, justly ap^Ire- 
ciate the sentiments of*tbe«a two 
gu^ed members. •• , ^ i 

In looking a( the .quS^Rmjir^ State 
of Irtiand, k -k igimoe^de to view it wUhn 
oUtxeflecdng oh toe eixora in the^ovem- 
nient of that Country at dllBQbrent ^i«d$ 
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ther protect his life nor avenge his death, should have been connected. To the war • 
All made at any ftme during of arms under Elizabeth, shortly after*, 

this epoch were for thf English pale succclded the war of chicane; of vexa- 
only,’’ The Irish must therefore have tiou% inquisitions into defective titles; 
only looked upon that law, the advan- resumption of gvanfS made and paid for 
tages and blessings jof which were denied upon the most frivolous pretences, *and 
tiiera, as enacted solely fisr their oppres- llie refusal of what were cdled the graces 
sion. “ This, then, 1-note,K says sir John ][a cuiy$rhiati&n of titles by thn’Crown), 
Davis, “ that if thfe English would neither after receiving lar^^ parliamentary snb- 
in peace* them by the law, nor sidies as the' price under sir John 

could iif war i^ot them out by Uie sword, Chichester and Strafford., T^*t9ttreme 
must they not needs be pricks in their miquity of these transactio^' ba^ di»- 
eyes, anil thorns in their sides till the gufteil apd.iAlienated the bodjr of the 
world's end? “ There can^ver be unity people, ^'•Wien those unfortunate disputes 
and concord in any kii%ddm but where mose between the parliament and the 
there is but one king, one allegiance, and Crown which* produced the civil wars uS 
one law.*’ I have the more .fully adverted Englandand Ireland became the victim 
to and cited this intelligent and impartlhl of xhe,intrigues of tigents authorized by, 
historian, because, much to my surprise, ' or having the semblance of authority from 
bis authority has been elsewhere adduced, Charles. * Incited to take up arms Tor the 
to prove that th& Irish were always indis* royar cause by Glamorgan, she was in- 
posed* to pay obedience to the laws, volved in all thS dreadful calamities whicb • 
His opinion is directly the reverse, and condicting religious opinions, a.deep sense 
he concludes his valuable treatise ^Itb of iii^uries received, pnd tlie artful maebi- 
this bis decided declaration, There is Ho nations of a papal nuncio, aided .by a, 
nation under the sun that doth love equal bigotted clergy, Could draw ddwn upon it. S 
and impartial justice better than the Irish, She was plunged into sqcires of bloodshed 
or will rest better satisfied with the oKecii- and horror tob dreadfn^i te be described, 
tion thereof, although it be against them-' Sir William Petty calculates tl}^t >n elcveii 
selves, <fo as they may hnve the protec- yearn, fnom 1641. to 1652, 690,cbo perish- 
tion and benefit of the law when upon ed, for whoije blood somebody, mu?t 
just cause they do desire it.” swer ft) tjod and to the* kmg.^ Crom- ' 

It c?in be scarcely necessary t<f remind well, with hi^ externninating sword, ■ put 
the House that it is protection not pvkiisli- down fo^ a time the wearied and exhausted 
ment only which the people are entitled combatants for and against the monarchy, 
to expect from their code of laws, and On the Restoration the counsels by 
that it is from their experiencing that pro- which Ireland was governed, exhibit a dis- 
' tection they look up to the law with afiec-'^ gusting picture of 'the'inest corrupt and 
tion and regard. It is thus, tba4 jn every croaked policy." Her interests ^re sa- 
well-governed state the^people become crifieed to the griVite resButpient'^f the 
active agents m-^e due administration of conflicting ministers, or the unfounded 
justice, and it is from the practical enjoy- prejudices of the Et^lidii peopte; and in * 
ment of that blessing Great Britain de- the striking ijistance of the Cattle Bill* be- 
rives her well ordered security. The Irish tween 16C4'and 1^6, the rights and feel- 
people continued deprived generally of ing^ of a'Whole 'nationvwerc wantonly 
the benefit^ of British 1^ until after the 8po.rted>iUh by Shaftesbury and Bucking- 
retfellions of O^Neill an^^esidond, when ham, to ^qy and gall the duke of Or- 
James the first undertook.th^colonization mond. James’s bigotted violence' com- 
of that large portion of Ireland which bad mitted the comitry to the furious zeal of 
been forfeited:* be carried it dh, unfpj- Tyri^onell, who rexindled the flame and' 
tunately, rather on the principle of gar- moduqed its accustomed dreadful resuits, 
risoning a hostile country than uniting the ibe Irish Patholigs vlkwed the exiled 
people ef onerisland with another, as montutchnis an t^jeet qf attachment, .jin- 
peaceable and mutually satisfied natioae #u<^ceBtfaUyaapportiedbi»cau8e,*and again * 

— - .. . beoime die nDjpets of venWance to an 

• 2,5p0,000 Irish acres were forfeited away of.cbnqilerori. ^ ^ 

in Ulster t^otlie rebellion of €)<NejIl in ^=-'-•- * 

• tbeceign or Elisaoetfa, end ‘574,000 were 
forieited in Mlumter the rebellion of 
I>&mond. <1 • * 

iC 


* For th<; disgusting intrigues respcct- 

idjf* this, bill, see Cartels. Life of 

Duke of Ormond. > 

' y • 


V. 


HOUSE eOMMO^fS, 

^ With the Revolution came honour, 
glory, aiM independence to Britain; but 
*to Ireland no auch bright prospects» The 
victors treated thoso whom they subdued, 
and ttfose who aidedHhem in the conquest 
triti^the same revolting indilFerencc. Tlie 
era which suc^etHed to tlie revolution was 
Ireland marled by the sordid ch^acterl 
of jliibcrat exclusion and monopoly withiq 
|tnd without,—its iifterior concerns aban¬ 
doned to^e exercise of a vindictive pro-^ 
t(|pcild4yMlldiy*by its Englisii masters, wha 
eoTcndhtedi'or tfa£ surrend^C,^^ its exftir- 
nal and commercial concernr^ British 
monopoly— a barter disgraceful to both 
■•Countries, and involving khe compJeat 
sacrifice -of national and commercial 
rights. * The Protestant Interest^ a; it 
• was then called, became the object to i 
which every otiier consideration gave way,' 
'- and every measure which was alleged to 
, Contribute to Hi secured by that allegation 
the unqualihed support of the Irisili parlia- 
' ment, whilst they^passively acquiesced in 
the desb-uption of thbir woollen manufac- 
y turesi Then arose tliat code of penal law 
which has been, designated by the chan- 
■. cellor, lord, Caiftden, as (* a ,jnonstrou8 
monument of folly and op{:gre»ion, whicTi 
was suffiefebt to demoralise the country, 
^ and svhieh completely fulfilled that 
rSpOrpose.""' la*Pjimate Eoiilter's letters, 

■ we ^nd in every page from one.of her i 
governors, evide|ice of the corrupt and 
: petty artifices by which the syAem was 
supported. In the case of Wood’s half* 
peuce, he says, the measure was much 
to be lamented^* it generally interested 
the people, had extinguished liieir divi¬ 
sions, ^nd tesded to unite the wliole 


. * « The first of the penal laws being 

made with so geperafe satisfaction of tlie 
ruling piuriiamentary .party, ds the chief 
governors foundlhat subh thia|^s weye ux- 

• tremely acceptablwto the ieadiqji^pc^pjc 

• in that country, the^.were tviljifig enough 
>to grati^ them with thf - 'ruio of their 

- fellow ciiikena. They were Jiot sorry to ■ 
a divert their Attention from* other inquiries,' 

, atid to keep them fixed,toCltiitt asjf this 
only. rqfd- .obf^ df their 
natioDal politics randifor mady year^tbere 
wai not avpeech firoi^the throne, ^whtcli 
did not, *witb|preAt appearance ^-.serious * 
ness, recomAtfid the papsibg of such Ws, 

• until, tl^ hhve >y degrees growh tO)<hg 
the-moat , consideri^le head in th^ Irish 
fititute Book.”**r-See Tracts oh the Popery 
Laws. Burkb’a Wotks, vol. ix, 3^t 
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country.’’ In a letter to lord Garteeet, 
be says, that although to prevent fw* 
currence of scarcity approaching to fir* 
mine, he had forwarded a bill obliging the 
occupant of lands to plough five acres in 
every hundred occupied, yet it does not 
encourage tillage by allowing any boun^ 
to exporters^ which might clash wUn 
British interi^ts.” The act was passed ^in 
the year 17^, but was iaeffijg|i»ious ;■ for 
during foVty year% from with the 

exceptign of one year, the import of corn 
was constant,—it was probably counter¬ 
acted by tha^onstrous vote of the House 
of Commons which stripped, the 

clergy of Ireland of a large proportion of 
their provision, and declared the tithe of 
agistment to be << grievous, burthensome, 
and inj'urious to the Protestant interest.” 
In this manner did these .champions of 
Protestantism assert the rights of a Protes¬ 
tant church. From this vote, and the con¬ 
sequently ^ insufikiiept provision of the 
dergy, arose the practice to£ uniting 
parislies, so as to deprive of .spiritual as¬ 
sistance from their .paiHors, thetfrotestant 
population during that period and since 
tlie conversion, m pasturage into tillage 
through so great an extent of the country 
increasing in an-cnormous and di^ropos- 
tionate degree, the incomes of the paro¬ 
chial clergy, resident and non-resident. . 

The temper with which the Irish par¬ 
liament legislated, was manifested even m 
the least important of their proceedings. 
When a petition was present^ complain¬ 
ing that a Roman Catholic coal-merchant 
>employed portors.of his own persuasion, it 
was refcigred by tlie'Housc of Commons to 
the coinmittce of grievances. Was it, 
then, Surprising that a parliament thus 
completely severing its interests* Vrom 
those of the body of the people, should 
possess no solid strengdi, or that, t^e 
English mipistcT ifiiould he encouraged by 
that disunion to attempt a measure which, 
if suncessfui, vgoSlid have sealed the^de^h- 
warrimt cf in Ireland i—I al¬ 

lude to^he ^position of voting the aup- 
pdics for*twenty-qqe years, which failed 
ofily by a. single vote. The parliament of 
George 2nd aM thirty-three years, out¬ 
living an oonnexbn with the oQDstiluont 
bpdy, and possessing but one solitary vir¬ 
tue^ that, of e^Domy: it paid off the debt 
of.tlie roantry^and gccupulatcd a surplus 
ia the exchequer of 200,000^,^n the year 
i7£.T, bcHlf rescued fronf till ractioaa,who , 
con|cud^tfot: itapossqsrion, and. trimiswr- 
red to Fngiiad by k^’s 
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extraordinaiy effect on the human gratitude; hia exertions awakenetj us to a 
iniQB of this provincial misrule grounded sense of our rights-^l hence <he bright- ’ 
on what was termed Protestant ascend- est |*ige in our annals of glory. Having 
ancy, that Dean Swift, calling himself and assorted her independence, little was 
looked up to as dn Irish patriot, expressed wanting to its coutiAuance—but hfere she 
himself delighted ,with^ tlie prospect of failed! Those who had gained a vjptory 
beggary being the certain lot of the Irish over other's did not p'o^ess’&ofEcient virtue 
Koman CathoIicSf^and Ino^^ thaikinsinu* [to ex^nd that conquest to themselves* 
Btes a wish that the Protestant Dissenters , The IFrotestant population, the leaders in 
^re in*!;^R,^me state. Henry Boyle, this struggle, had hdt public spirit enpugh 
the first earl^ Shannon, too, who, as one to share the fVuits of victory with the great 
of the lords justices, was in th& govern- .body of the people, and iherefore they 
nient of Ireland more than twenty-five fdll. I trugj,their fata,win afibrdTa ^u- 
years, in a Sketch of Irehyd, written ii^ tary leji?un to every country, and impress 
1747, states a principal tai<8e why so great ton them the,conviction that, by coi^plete 
and fruitful a country produced so little, consolidation of interests alone, can th^ 
and advanced so slowly towards improve- avoid a similar calamity. I ought to add 
meat to be the penal code, “ discouraghig (]jtha|, indeed, is most deserving the at- 
the labour and industry of the Papistsf tention of the House), during this triumph 
though three-fourths of the arts, industry, of Irdaadin the absence of military force; 
and labour of the country must be neces- and whilst she ^us nobly exerted herself 
sarily carried on by their bands,*’ and to take her ra«k amongst the nations, the 
adds, “ until some happy temper can he laws were bdkter obeyed than daring .any 
fallen upon so as W make our apprfhea- period of her history. • Ever}' one lent his 
siona from the Papists consist with our ia- willing aid to enmr^ their execution, 
terest to*employ ^them, Ireland can .ad- What a great lesson to be* drawn frodi 
vance but slowly in improvement.” And this. Place a coantiy in a state of con- 
yet to measures of this nature Mr.* Boyle ,cord with regard to*%aIf. 9 Dd*the laws 
could not reconcile himself 1 So difficuft will be ohtyed; no Idnger seek to govern, 
is it Sir men of even mperior minds to by. disunion At by sacrificing'one class of 
disengage themselves from the fetters of the communify, and th&» laws, will'hfi^ 
prejujlice and bigotry 1 I may by the way obeyed. Why hsb^ ^ot* tliisr 'memora'u^ , 
add. It appears from this pa^r, tnat nearly lessoa of the wedkness <vf that .policy 
every fourth year from the Kevolutionhad whidh woula.excIude firom the full benefits 
been a year of scarcity, ahd in that in- of a ftee constitution the gt-eat body of 
terval nearly five millions were paid fot the people, produced its full eftect ? Why 
imported corn and flour to feed the inha- ha« not Ireland resumed that happy situa- . 
bitants of that fertile island. * tion i Why is not' thdS[itrit of her govern- 

The septennial bill, passed i a, 1767, ae- oifcnt'assimilated to that of‘England? 
cured to a certain exteyitt the connexion Here every rogn, hpwevee humbie*hi$ con- 
betjyeen the electors and electfd; with dition, whatever his political .tenets, feels 
this exception, Ireland felt little change in an interest in the laws, and'contributes to 
her situation till the year 1778. In that their exeoiitibn, fbf they efficaciously pro- 

J rear the reverses of the American m&r tect him,'and neither rank gor power can 
eft Ireland without a \nilitary force—and violate Aem wifti iippigiity. 

^re conSmenced the era of her glory. ... ItM^mot-draw such a happy picture of 
Kie was told* to prot^t .hdhelf, and she, t^ sta^f IielaBd. This brilliant period 
did so. She protected, h^^lf from her of her histb^ was transient; those who 
enemies abroad, and from^er enemies at had be^. borne down by the unanimity* 
home. The gallantey, the edbeord, ^nd arid spiHt of the people, soon commenced 
the heroism of her sons placed her in a their, eff^^fts to* weaken the principles 
situation to command respect, and she was which could ndfe, resist, and th^war 
respecTed—till she respected herself' Bri- ageinO; indCipInifeaije was renewed, which 
^ tain did not respect her—lreland theg sought by dtsunis^n to degrvali^e the jfeople. 
first took her station amongst the nations KdorefKtS grand juries, Bigotted and 
of earth, vshen.it ceased to be a di- inflammatotjf; jsrhatevercftuld revive dor- 
video natiop; l^discharge a dobt o^ justices animt' animosiUes and cherish, fprgottea 
due to lum who site beside nfe fMr. Grat- jeamusiee was urged with active and too 
teD )~«to him Ireland owes iRucn; #mdto succe|i|^ industry by. the 8atellites<afi*an 

W and corrdpk monopoly .of power; | 
fVOL.XXXIV.1 (C) • .» 
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^trkh to speak of these times with as much 
■moderation ^nd tetnfier as possible; but 1 
cdnoot trace the lamentable effects to tAeir 
causes without stating my opinions to t^e 
House unreservedly; afecl whether I speak , 
of the dead or living will anxiously abstain i 
from crhninatidrtwl|<;re public duty will j 
aUow. 1 cogie to the act of 1793—act 
of paramount importance,—but I will not ! 
blend the vital subject *^01* Catholic eman¬ 
cipation with,.this discussion ; it well de- 
aer^, and; |>t<lbuDt not will receive, the 
undividerf attimtionof the Houtf., Thus 
much,^however, I will here say of imt act: 
it is perfectly certain that Mf. 'Pitt and 
Joi^ Melville would have exteiAied its pro¬ 
visions much farther could they have obp 
tained th^ concurrence'Of thh. Irish, 
vernnieot—but they >wo)i‘ked with unwil^ 
ling instrftiiients.. Haw otherwise aibcount 
for the aiiom«|ou8*itature of that statute, 
'aqd the caprifiousness of its relaxation 
and exclusionWhy the road to,distinc¬ 
tion cjosed totally to*tlm bar, and-upeood 
largely to the army ? Can this be'traced 
^ any Other cAuse than the powerful in-, 
nuence of. a great ^gak character, who, 
inimical to all o^'dssion, claimed<th8t, at 
least, tbe honours o^ his own ^profession 
should form an exception ? • • 

\^ubs«}oent unhappy changes dashed 
.Um cop from' the’liparOf the people when 
they were about to taste it, an^ Jed to all 
tlie dreadful consequences which e^ued. 
Over that calamitous period, 1 would, as 
bound in duty, draw a veil, and proceed 
to the legislative union under which we j 
are here assemb1ed'.**The pledger neecs- ; 
sarily, and Indeed specifically involved ift 
that measure was,^iat qf efiactual inquiry 
into, and redress of the evils affecting Ire-, 
land,—redress which i| was, alleged an* 
imperial parliament was mere competent to 
'afford and likely to extcfhd than a local 
legislature. On vhat o*tber pinciplq 
could any,but the mdbt corrupt haMTac-r 
eVded to such a compact, ipVomng the 
Mrrender of national independence i I 
> might on this bead refer with hafety to tlye 
noble lord in the blue ribbon, . .'Look to I 
Uie records of parliament *from .^’uipoiv i 
9Pd we how few thtf'act^f mjpqpe or fa* I 
ypiu' t^relmid! then turn tlep^mf 
li^story and^douQt riie eecfiffc^ she ka8| 
mede- in finapeeVin exerti^s,. ,ai^ inj 
blqe4l -She hi|k* fought '4^>rV‘^ur ,aide 
through everv danger to which you hfore' 
been-exposed, with a gallantry ai^ a self* ' 
Nle v t WkHi never surpassed' by any; luttionu'^ 
1^ has 'Citttribute^ toey^rom her pecaV' 
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niary resources, far beyond lier due pro¬ 
portion. Sixty-seven millions have bAm 
[)aid into tbe exchequer by taxes since 
! the union, at the annual rate of four mil- 
lions and a half, whilst in *ibe hfteen pro* 
ceding years her taxes did not'exceed one 
million and a hatf. She has, therefore, 
yrebled her laiytftioa, and made exertions 
exceeding her strength. *In proof of this 
asserliflii, Ipok to the vari oMnu dbasures 
proposed by her finance mii&ters.' * Had 
<hey answered the estimates of their au¬ 
thors, the taxation of Ireland, would now* 
h|«ve approacl^ ten millions, instead of 
•five and a ham'ittmy overrated the abi¬ 
lity of their country. Tbe debt, too, has 
swelled in- this period from 34 to nearly 
1.50*millions. if Ireland has thus fulfilled 
hfer part of the,contract;—if her moirey 
and her blood have been thus largely con- 
I tributed to her utmost nmans, may sho 
I notclajm,’in return from the imperial par¬ 
liament,^ n completion of the compact— 
that some inquiry sluU %e iostittited into 
: her -‘state.^-that a country, possessing tix 
millions of inhabitants, an active* and an 
intelligent race of men, placed in tlie most 
•temperate climate of the globe, with every 
blhssing of nature largely poured out on 
it, may no longer i^main a source of alarot 
to the empire, but become a pillar of 
strength ?—W’hy is this ? Can the tran¬ 
quillity of*lreIan^ be less an ^object than 
that of any portion of Great Britain? 
Will you—can you—continue to rest for 
security in Ireland on a garrison of 
25,000 men ? 1 acquiesced in that mea- 
silte, expressly as one .of temporary neces¬ 
sity, to put down outrage and crime, but 
not permanent. V^ere guch,asystem per¬ 
manent, nht 25,000 but SO, not 50f Ijut 
100,000 men would be insufBpiont to keep 
down Ireland. They have fought in the 
ranks with you, and^ you know their gid- 
lantry and tiieir spirit such as would never 
■brook this.undtsef^yed treatment. It if, 
the duty of plrlmn^t ^o take care Iheii* 
blood has not bqqp phed in vain ; and that 
as they hAve.shared with yon in your 
triuifplis, ^ey shall share the fruits of 
coaipest—intermd tranquillity and peace. 
-Th^'Olakn it .from your justice—ndt as 
a favour, but a right. .* .** 

iWhAkhas been the history of the sta¬ 
tute book since the union, but a catalogue* 
of Habeas Goi^s suspensifins, aqd htsarw 
aectioo- acts.^^ Op pee heSjl, mdeed, IjiO 
imperial parliament liao spaitean exci^'oif, 
anddoie meide juttice (othe eicpealilttbiUL 
I of Ireland--^ maltha yelaaetioafpf coio-^ 
1 • t '' *. 
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ngrcial j^alou^; And with that relaxation the executive government can alone apply', 
hare grown those resources which she has a rc|nedy, by rtiscou altnancingf that course 
largely poured forth forcommon defence, which it has too often pursued. Those 
—The noble Jord (Castle'reagh) must then who traduce and vilify th® great 
know the danger of delay, and feel that body of their coi/ntrymen, nboald feel that 
many desirable artangements might here* such conduct can qever lead to pwver or 
tofore have been mord eillcncious than| emolument.^ » 

ewn at present;—each year’s ddlay dioii-* IP*;!' am'now asked why at an earlier 
nishes their efficacy, and I'will add their* period I have not proposed to the House 
safetyhero let me*ask, why arc a similar inquiry, I answer, in 1804 I 
Orang'e assoaations still suffered to divide urged it ineffectually. •'ErOni^'that time 
the land ? Why stiil permitted "to agitate* t^e country has been e^|e^e^ 
the public mind by the insulting badges remitted and extended wmiTe; but to 
of exclusive loyalty apd ^rty triumj^d some of the labours Of 1806, the statute 
When tlK?ir introduction here tSas at* ‘' book will beM testimony. I know no 
tempted, the noble lord, the member for danger so grebes that of discontented 
Liverpool, all 8ide,s of the House pro- subjects. We are now arrived at a season 
claimed their illegality and reprobated the paofound tranquillity; and if the House 
attempt. Would Scotland now be tran- shall decide that no attempt shall be made 
quil if the victory of Culloden had been to traod to their source^ those e^ls which 
annually celebrated in Edinburgh ? 'Much afflict Ireland, and endanger the empire, 
is to*be forgiven on all sides, and the veil, it will be iq;? duty to bow .to their deci-' 
the salutary veil oblivion should dot.be sion, But 1 shall tlien deeply deplore the , 
drawn asffle by every rash intruder who day wbiebdonneetj^djreland to thisgouh* 
wolild mark the great body of the people try by l^islative union. Never has suo,h 
as disaffected to the state. Illicit distiua- -a favourable moment presented itself,-^ 
tion is a source of much evil to IrelAnd, and with unfmgd^d i^now should 1 see it' 
demoralizing her people, and encrbaching < pass aw«« dnprofitab^y.^i'am astonished 
on her scanty resources of taxation, u that the^lbisterB who hayq, by the dis- 
H^as^l f^r, too much protected by indi- turbed state of Ireland, juptifi^ their claim , 
viduals o'f rank and power, and largely for extended military fq^ce, d?. nift therjjA 
praqpised by the professors of, exclusive selves propose t'eme^ai measures: one and 
loyalty. No man, bowev^jr high in station, one.orrly, has been adverted to—education, 
should be allowed to protect his depen* Of it^ supeWor efficacy, no man can think 
dents in a course of disobedience to law, mqre highly than 1 do, as providing 
nor should alleged loyalty secure any largely for uiture amelioration. But can 
class of thu community from sharing the we look to this as a remedy for existing - 
burthens of the state. * Parliament has iii* evils ? I may be pefhiftted, too, to say 
deed contriliiited to the extentnon of this that if by education be intendefl the capa> 
ruinous coarsfe, ’ by that mons|rous act city of reading and wriring, I brieve the 
wbiel), remitting penalties incurred to Jrlshare not an uneducated people; cer- 
highly offending districts, sanctioned that tainly tiot.as.comgared with the people of 
shocking prineiplq, that in the enormous* England/ the reports before the House 
extent of tiis odenccstlie delinquent slfbuld ^ove this. ]\^r^ Newnhaoiy in a work ' 
find his ijest security. Thfe office of high eontainilig much usefakinformation, states, 
iheriiF, here accounte^fiurthensome, is in ^•fi*otff^!<8^al inquiry,^hat in a district com* 
Irelilnd a cause/if ^lifical contest, and prising one half of the county of 

the appointment and mewiis of attaching Cork) there were upwards of 300 unen« * 
powerful individuals fo the-goy^nment of dpwed .edhoWs, educating not less than ’ 
the day. It has been strongly, but I be- 22,000 ehi^teh; and here I have to Jh- 
lieve truly, said in another place that, this sCanae t^^ct* highly honourable to a, 
office in its execution is radically viciout iRomao Vlll^gliq, clel%ym Mr. O^Brimt 
—so ^cious, said a noble lord, that ju^ ( of^Dfirieraila,-who having esmbMed 
tice is poisoned at its 6ourcei-i-i«o''tbfc paftollc sOh^l,*and endowed it wim oae' 
subject of grand juries I will not adverf; naif ofthia pt^jyaie^operfy, onered to stobr 
it is «n a trsqn ’of ekact and? I hope,- effec- ‘sof ibe to* the aMabhshmeb'k of a Protestant^ 
tual inquiry.-i,The tithe .sy^em teo, welf .sqliool in that parish*, as largely, in pro^j 
claseryes miputa jnvestigatiiH), -os largely portion-'fe his means, as any otlier^a*^ 
ppntrff}utlng to tbtf disorganization «f Ire* .rishioaer i-r-thn I consider asreal libtamw;' 
land. Aaothey evil affllets ue, to vfhicb w'khoiitaay objecjt but the conunon goad f 
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1 wouM’eay t() flie blfcrgy of every sionate judgment, moat ad^uate to 
persuasion mi^oughSkb empire, “ Goiand the extirpation of those evils, with wrat^ 
do thou likewise.” Education can how- Ireland is afiiictetl, and to rescue that fair 
ever be^ no cure for i^e piJitical evilvof. portion of the empire, from its present 
Ireland, unless accompanied by radical depression and disorganization.” 
reform of the jpresent.vicious systeiti;—it The motion having J)een read from the 

has-grown out the accuraujatcd misgo- | chair, 

vernment df many centuries, and it tfe the ' Mr. Peel rqse. He said, he trusted that 
bhunden duty of parU^^ent to institute 'the House, when they considered the im- 
exaet inquiry into the causes and effects portant naturS of tlie disegylffOff t^jen be- 
' of that system-^tf) search it to the bottom, fore them,, and the necessity which he 
onik^nejjlrer- io' be allured nor deterred should bh under of offering explanations 
from the p#th of fruty by prejudice or upon the character artd intentions of that 
poweis. No class of men, great or small, government wiyj Mih'ch he had been con- 
should be allowed to imp^ereform ; but’ nected, as well fts other opirrions more 
with a steady and firmdmnd^ parliament peculiarly connected with himself, would 
nfaould carry through the me^ures nece^- dojiim the justice to believe that he could 
sary to the welfare and the security of not approach the subject without consi- 
die state. I move you, derabie anxiety. In the first place, he 

** Tha^ an humble Address be presented wished to render his acknowledgment to 
to his royal highness the Prince Regent, the right hon. batonet foV the tone^ and 

■ humbly to represent, that lUe necessity temper of moderation which he had gene- 
of providing-'an army of 25,000 men in rally'displayed. He fa’d'generally, for 
time^f prbfouhd pebca, to sebure the in- wit,h one or two exceptions he had care- 
tamal ^anqtiiliity of Ireland, ob}%e8 us to fully and judiciously avoided mixing* up 
/otisider the state of that great, valuable^ other matters relating to the affairs of 
flnd interesting poQipn df the united king- Zrelan^ with that peculiar view of her 
dom, as taost^Sistfessing aiMhfflitlting ‘ [vbsent'condition, which it was the pro¬ 
to the legislature, and dangerous in 'an posed object of the right hon. baronet's 
extreme degreq to the well-being bf the raothm to bring under the considftation 

>agfipir<rt * of the House. The right bon. baronet 

• ** That we feePeurselves imperidusly had abstained from examining the couduct 
called upon by a sense of pubftc difty, to of this or that, administration, and had 
direct to the consideration of this mpor- most wisely confined his attention to the 
tant subject our earnest and undivided general question of the diKti esses and 
attention: grievances which agitated Ireland. In 

That we therefore pray his royal q^pting that course, he thought the 
highness may be* leased to order, that right hon. baronet*had conferred a sub- 
there b^aid before us, with conveiii^t stantial behefit upon the country. It bad 
•peed, su^ doculhents as may put us fully been too^uch thi custom, in discussing 
in possession of the extent and nature of the interests of Ireland, %o mingle ^htsm 
the evils which ddmupd the Jtemporar^ with considerations of party, a proceeding 
application of this great ^ilitary'tbrcc, and which he must always deprecate, for 

■ may enable *«e to proceb^with a^.ive and thodgh Uiere miglif be vicissitudes of de- 

unceasing energysto their cuti^l^ in- feat on one side, and triumph on the 
yestigation: * . ' other, yet mjjny passions were array- 

** That we have armed Ihe^ccutive ed on both, and tne ‘OonsequencesVere 
.government, with all the means requisite most unfortunfew^lbr the country, which 
' to suppress tumult, and pudistt outrage, was the Sysne of such political cunten- 
nbd we would now apply all^^r,-powers tia^.- Nplbiog but desolation and dis- 
4o a deliberate exansipatim ofc^^Xisfing; astir'-codkl result from them. It was 
evilvand the caufeh's fhey thet^re his-intention -to follow tjie ex- 

origii|||te, as the surest jfoundi^bn’lferlliUr amnle .which the right hon. baronet bad 
dfibrding tqnis royal hi||hneSS'the coifiiai Io latidably Set. 

and active concurrence of tJijp Hfiluseiti ^ With respect to the motion of the right 
«U^ measures aiShall he pTtiposedfbt their' hon. baruner,* thoughc*hp was mt^r 
efiectual removal, ahd frr adopting sobh, '^Ocip^te lo the conclusiont which»he 
ot^ wholesome and*effiegeiotiS remedies, dilBW as to its probable reception, and ifi- 
MonRhd in the spirit bfBrithhconstitdtiduaU dead Ite heard those inferences with Ceo«.^^ 
legislaiioDi ii may appqar to^oar dispde- sidefable surprise, whbn'he sdetned 
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suppose that all ioquirv would l>e refused, whom. Did he intend to propose a eom* 
Hd^rtainly expressed that surprise, be> mittqe of the whole Hdhse, or tfd he meaix 
cause he thought the right hon. baronet to refer that important question to a sded 
had abandoned tiioso intentions which he coramlttee? Would he wish to transfer to 
previohsly communicated to him (Mr. the latter an inquiry into the operation of 
Feel) with so mucli candour and polite- the laws affecting the Konu^n Catholics, 
ness, of merely moving (fh address to the , a question which bad ,bedlii session after 
throne, calling foj^ information respecting Uessioi?,' under the. oonsideratjon of the 
the caus^es which had produced the pre- • House, and which hp,himself admitted to 
sent distiM^i^ state of Ireland. Before be of so much importance as. it. separate 
he ventored W condemn the cojurse which subject of inquiry, that l|e bad abstained 
he presumed his majesty’s ministers would *frpm all mention of it m thtf courro qfJb ia 
pursue, he ought, at least, to have told speech?. These were. q>oint»,iiponwmch^ 
the nature of the iuqtur;pia inteuded ta in his opinion, the Tight hon; b^onet 
propose; whether lie should move for a *ought to have forded some.explanation, 
public or a select committee of that House. When the Intopgi^ion irhicb he 
'W’ith certain partsof the address pro- Peel) intended to move for sboula be 
posed by the right hon. baronet, he Aad pfodiiced, it would then be .edmpetent 
the satisfaction of saying that it was his for the House to decide what course 
intention to concur. It was but reason- ought tO be pursued. He did net wish to 
able that the House, after having voted discourage all expectaAoovof its being 
^5,O0O men for the service of Ireland, possible to dpply some remedy to the 
should not rest satisfied as to the neices- evils ndiich afflicted Ireland.. But, if he 
sity of thal force, upon the mere assertion believed with the {ight hon. baronet, that 
of any individual. He certainly wfMild ilie preset state of tumult.,and disorder 
not avail Viimsclf of the technical formality bad grown out of the abuseif and errors df 
that the House having come to that vc^, six hundred years of mismanagement; if,' 
they ought to have inquired befote thpy • by quota|^il8. from tji^ritings of Dean 
sanctioned the measure. It would be an Swift, liliwere to attempt to show the 
unwoKhy spbterfuge on*his part, and but poverty, wretphedness, and powardice of 
a poor return for that liberality and con- the Irish; if he ondertooh^to prove ffoin 
fidence which had induced then) to assent the operation oT lan^enactei^ before tho 
to the proposition, in the first instance, reign* of Ji^nas 1st, that the affections of 
without calling for documents [Hear, the pi|ople had been nncessantly and vio- 
hear I]. The first part of the address went lently alienated; if he undertook to show 
merely to the expression of regret, on the all those calamities, then, indeed, be,OQal(l 
part of the House, at that state of distur- not much eivcourage the hopes of the right - 
bance and outrage which rendered it n|- bmi. baronet. .With‘dU\ however, going 
cessary, in a time of peace, to 'sail for the sA far as that, he was stdl inclined to 
temporary application fif a miliary force, think that the difflcultigs*and evils which 
In that part of R he was perfectly ready to encompassed Ireland, formed a Gordiaa 
concur: nor did hqi^bink the House could 4:Bot which could not be cut, and which 
possibly refuse to accede to the other part* only the gradual* lapse; of time could ua- 
bIso, which called f(^ information 8s to ravel. i*' 

the nature and exteqi:-of the disturb- « Before he followed,the right hQQ.'ba- 
onces which^prevailei^^ Fqf his^mart, he -ron^Mhrdugh all the details into which 
was^eaefy tp'afibsd ijret 'Information; and be had ^Aer^d, the House would probably 
it .would be best -afiorded by,producing expect .from him a statement of what was, 
those records from courts qf justice^ in thepresetat hondition of Ireland, Gene- 
which eommitmeuts and. ooovietionsshad rally spaa^g, the.north of Ireland<was 
taken place. Much tSseful information, ,tranquil.%|ao di^urba»ces prevailedithere, 
he wq^ persuaded, .would be derived frmn except .^hat^ «r^a#e 'from distillatioivaed 
those documents. He could noit, how- the ednsequent Oppositioo to..the i^v^ue 
ever, help thinking, that if the right*boll. Mtaa m hhrtaUx dlsttrlcta. Tht»e, beiw^tN', 
baronet thought it necessary to call for Mace serious aor* alarhdngk The 

smtlv infiormpuon,. It was somewhat preci- [;aaEtreme:iWest*wf Irelaniik^so the counties 

f itatei in himiitb pledgetthtf House .to/t offMa^ GaW;^ tad Carlow^rwere cohi^ 
eaeral inquiry .without .explaining the j^stivaljytraiMjmih The same might be ieud 
-sort uf inquwyhei desirpd.tQ testitifte,-— of4ridand,f0f Cork; W-etifllcd, 

’ how it ^sas th -bh cijsiductitd,—rand by . "iW wt ^.^ralanAww lil^^ 

f ^ * * 
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neraUy tranquil^, .He me^pt that ia Uiose lieved, iedeed, that the character of the 
counties appllcttjons had been made to Irish people had been yariously misrapre* 
.governmem for extraordinarypolice.* The sented, in geae[al, not from any deliberate 
counties in which disturbances actually design, but because, in fact, they were 
prevailed were Tippela^y, King’s County, often presented under difierent and sin- 
Westraoath, and Limerick. The magis- gular aspects. From his observation of 
trates pf the Kitng’s county had requested them, he believed they possessed great 
the appligutiod of the insurrectiew act ^ fidelityi; in thdir dealings with each other 
but they had since petitioned forits re-, great honesty; from their early marriages; 
moyal, asserting that*tranquJllity was per- they were in, general very ebastd; and be 
fcctly rc^tore^ In Westmeath and Li- it told to their honour, thal^certidA crimes 
merick^ a coasiSerable improvemeot had* which disgraced and degraded more civi- 
td^i*,''piaq^,.biit insurrection act vThs^j Used countries were utterly unknown to 
still in force.' Since he last addressed the ^them. He i^as even told that the Irish 
Houle, the .magistrates of Uie county oC language did il&t> {lOsilS^s a name by which 
Louihiind county ofCwjA, Had petitioned they could be designated. But in those 
fhe government of Iflsntnd for the appii- parts of Ireland, especially in the county 
cation, not of the insurreptirfti act, buh.of of^Tipperary, their depravity was shoclc^ 
the extraordinary police acU Such was. *ing. If any one should urge that he over- 
the general state of Ireland at thg present stated.it, he was prepared to confute him 
moment. Ther^ was nothing more diffi- by irr^ragable documents. He did not 
cult than to give the Honre a character speak from Vague and ambiguous rumours, 
bfthe precis^ nature of the'distufbances What said the records of the courts of 
which now agitated Irelandn.. iU; fpemar. iustipe in that count/? What would be 
periods of tlie histoi^ of tha|} tb6 evidence of the twelve men impan- 

tumul^ and^ outrage had submt#d|.jbu|' n^led to try the midnight mufderers of 
'they were generally to be traepa ^ si^Q an invaluable magistrate belonging to that 
and confparativify* unimpost^ causes.,- c^nty? If he required proof for what be 
Particular and local grievan^gfepersonal hid asserted, he need go no further. If 
animosities,* hr hereditary ^uus, ponsti- any one would take the trouble to qieruse 
ttilied Ijie principal sources'o/ them. At the minutes of that trial, th^ would be 
.other times,- grievances of amore diftinct able to form a thorough idea of tb&cha- 
and positive nature-wure ailegpd,. such as racter of the people. They would see 
the high price of land, for example,' and their extraordinary fidelity to eacii other 
then the professed object of. the cothbina- in a bad cause—the facilities tliey afforded 
tioiis was to lower it. But the disturbances to escape punishment—the readiness they 
which now. prevailed had no precise or manifested to redress the injuries oficred 
definite cause. jjThey secme4 to be the K> any of their party—the difficulty of 
effect of a.generaLconfederacy in crimes— bringing Jtmae conviction to the guilty, 
n comprehensive conspiracy in guilt—a and the ejetestatioK in which every one was 
(iystcniatic qppbsition to all laws and mu- heid.wh^at all contributed, or was inis4ru- 
Iticipal institutions.^ The records, of the mentaljn giving effe^t^ to the law's against 
r.ourts of justice wpul^ show shch a set- , them. With respeetto tiie^urder of that 
tied and n^orra systetq of gAjiti such magistrate, he was afraid it was too clearly 
monstrous horrible, pdjuries^ could established, firom tie records of the court 
not, he believed, DeJbund in -th^iHKiafs.. of justiq^, that been planned sevctgl 

ef any country on the face of globe, weeks before.lt was\^rripd iAtoexecstion. 
whether civilised or uncivililbd. He was The magistrat^pon whom the foul deed 
•far from meaning to say that* those .dread- was qqmmitte^was a most amiable roan, 
fjd dffonecs arose from the generally raa- Hcspjpkeohly from the opinions of others, 
lighani or depraved characterVtke Ipwer, as tt4iihad not the least knowledge of him 
ordqli. In diffcfei}t*counties dpfoent ajpf .persm^ly. ,He, was kind, indulgent, and 
pearawes were preisentefl.. *1^Jia« hkp- a i;f^djj jH’lepd to thd.pool'; but'at the 
e^f in «omc,,ai^d jk was jxppoiss^je ;ipnj§ time he was a most determined 
to find am'*, where men more, iir^ctabM enqipyto that terriUe system of combi- 
more dbeoient'to the laoredisJ .nation which prevailed:i lathe nei^kour- 

posed to all doe deference to ,.tliett* .koe^i qf iiiw dwoUing, -a .hbure bw been 
Eupertok. He was ready tp declare ]^al^‘ ;,bunm.d .^ause.tbe iniiabitant df 

impo^ible ta ree them vi^.tlho^ ad* tiift hapse h^d take^ i^d at higher, rent 
rmring mpny of their ^qftUttes, He be«\ thanrwas^jthh^h^a propel equioalfiot by * 
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those misguided meo. The magistrate, in Having thus admitted those melancholy 
cons^^ence, exerted himself to discover facts, ^ he now came*t«> the ^tenients. 
the Offenders, and by his indefatigable which had been made by the4ight hoit. 
efforts six of them were apprehended, baroget. The causes^ of the evils pdilch 
Upon this^ the remainder determined to afflicted Ireland were complicated in no 
murder him. On 'the day fixed for the ciramon degree. They might, he >wa8 
atrocious act, there were nO less than four tjriliing to allow, be traced i^'ck to a very 
different parties stationed'on different femote>period*in S 9 me respects.,'Sir John 
roads waiting fat* bis apprdach. The Davis, in that invaiuijljbic Treatise on tlie 
murder whs odmmilted at some, distance State of Ireland,- A'hich the rigllt hon. 
from Ca%hel,the particulars which baronet had justly denominated'a Golden 
he related were derived from a gentleman Bo^k, stated that the evils dfiginatej^u 
who happdped to be travelling that road jdie -impolicy, of the firB^ coiiqulift df lre- 
at the time,’and resembling Jhe niagistrate iland. That conquest was not undertqjccn 
f Mr. Baker) in perstln, SallrOwiy escaped by a sovereign U the head of an army, 
iroffi falling a sacrifice. Information was but was accofapTtj^ltgd 1^ iristalments, if> 
conveyed by s^nals from-one party to he might so speakTjDifferent parUes of 
another. The gentleman to whom Ife advbntqrers wmit over "to Ireland, sub- 
alluded saw several persons on the t(^ of 'deed detached portions of territory, and 
the houses and hay-ricksj wafting fi^r the as they progressively made thos^acqui- 
fatal catastrophe.* When the shot ‘Was sitiohs, they ^adually assumed a para- 
fired, kiud cheers virere uttered hy those' mount author^ over the ngtive inhabi- 
who were thus waiting, and then the|^hli tents.' The evils of that kind of conquest 
retreated. "The plaif, therefore, had evi- wi^re iufflclemiy proyed by the histori) of 
dently been determine^ upon months be-’, Ir^Shd.'‘'''-'|^her writers also had pointed 
fore It was^iut in execution; and although oi^ithe d^ccts of the system'adopted to- 
no less than 18,000^'were offered as a re:' whiles-Ireland. An ip^rtial one [he‘ 
ward for apprehending the murdereiis,' by^ ts^nt Spg«^. who 4n the reign 
the government and by the resident gentry’' of qiieen’^IKifabeth)' bad forcibly stated 
in the %ounty, he belie'/hd no evidence the impolicy excluding,Ireland from 
whatever was obtained as the result of the benefits oS the English law... lnPfact« 
that o|Per; such was their fidelity in a there #i^e a hundred g*|6toms which then 
bad cause, and such was t|ie abominable existed; though but now' operatmg, which 
system of confederacy upon which they gradually ten^d to form the character of 
acted. Not a person was found to come the people. Sir Johb Davis observed, 
forward and make a voluntary disclosure, that by the ancicUt laws of the country 
He would mention one conclusive proof murder , was compounded for by a fine, n 
of the feelings by which they were ac-' rape for a rape,. and g rUHhery fdr a rob- 
tuated. One of the murderers whOjWas ap- ber^. When it was proposed M%the go- 
prehended, and afterwards hatigedjfor his vernor pf Irelaiid to send a’Sheriff in\o the 
crim‘V"wlien in prison, expressed S dCsire copffty of-Fermanagh, the chiefttiiu of that 
to disclose some particulars. His life was district said the sheryp should be welcome, 
offered as the promised reward fl>r bis but desired, to knmy the price which was 
coitfession. He accordingly oommufii- set upon'*^n he.id; In order~4l)at if he 
cated a jiar^; but heaft^ards retracted, shojald he Billed he migh^know what fine 
at thh tnklgation of hiib wifd|-who went torim^c. I^uch was flie deplorable state 
onhet^knees tli hipi tl)e» prison, and of the country pt that time: but sir John 
implored him to be exeeut(t4'rtither than Davis {fflqwed that more had been donie 
divulge the secret [A laugh, ffid hear, for htm^fitlif Ireland during the reign 
hear!]]. Tim-House might probablyismije^ of James Jstj^hab during the whole of 
at the conjugal affection or the ^w^ae, thO precedi^fouf hundred years. Cer- 
but he could n»Bure them, there was at taih^,t^e eVaSes indicated''by 
much aftachmebt between the liushand sir and others, as contrib^ibg 

and the wife as could possibly etrist ^ Inji^ of dt that* lime, h^ 

tween two persons, and the cohei^ii tphioh'* cqn^ toibli^ite: bat' otKcrg had acuen 
stefelatras, lesf her‘husband should fbri' o^ diffareht,* though not^lnss koportant 
feit'hls dtaraeteranfi respentaljlltty. by be-’ ’charter. The’ ammosities of familtei» 
" traying his friends^ Jlte-act^yy retracteSJ tliA iitib)ttl[qn arising, from confiscatioc^ 
in conse^upuc^* of Ihept^uaai'anliW' aijpi siiadhtf.caut^, were of a de- 
#ifej'and fwtaccbrdiogly Ixeeotefli - • ‘j sWfptiottVhiiA flCPlagStetWI“lnl|rferehce 
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^could reach. Time alooe, the prevalence 
* of a kind wd pateanel system of goveni- 
aaent, andxhe extension of education, 
were tlie remedies which must be chiefly 
relied upon. At a latea period of the nis> 
tory fit Ireland, be was willing to admit 
the,impolicy pf in^pdsing commercial re- 
atrictions Tmpolicy ^o£ which, .be be-J 
lieved, we were even now reaping all the J 
bitter fipits £Hear* hear!}. By. those 
re8trictions;we had curtailed the capital 
Ireland, adti^asened her means or io>«| 
dus^^ aa4t;>paradflxical as it^ mjght ap- 

{ >ear, an increase of population had arisen 
rom iho(,e e&cts. . He wisbed.to explain 
ip what manner he conceiaftl 'dbat increased 
population to have taS^. place. The con¬ 
sequence of the badpolicy in llmpoung t^e 
commercial restrictions was, a'deprivation 
to Ireland of a market for ber^produce, 
which made Ifod^ chetq?, that the owners 
of it were enabled to emplp^'any number 
of hands in .cultivating' it.- *Xhej(*alloted 
small portions of it«to tndi^dml^t 
became the;more prdtluctive iMmiise 
their labour' was applied to t^£|e Sj ^ 

' portions.^ According teethe opuMon < ^ 
most experiencedragriculturiai l| | jl he 
quantity of land, socuIttvated^P^ld pro¬ 
duce nearly three times Abf quantum of 
hinna» subsistence '{he meqnt potatoes, 

• the staple* fdod td. the*Irish peasant), 
which it wUuld primuce of aqy other kind 
of subsistence. Hence, tite im^c^iate 
means of supporting a family were more 
within the reach of the poorer classes of 
Ireland than of similar claraes in this 
country. Whatawf^r . inquiries might be 
made into the cpiidition ^ the Irish peo¬ 
ple, it wdhld bMnaterial tojscertain their 
state as toidhe supply of food. He bad 
•attempted to prosacute that inquiry, an^ 
he confined his attemplca to thiise districts, 
which wer^)isturbed, laith a ,vf^ to dis¬ 
cover whether t^re was soyimnnexipn 
betw^ that ana- the causea-’of the* dV 
*turbanoe. He believed the ppor of Ire¬ 
land would be found to. b^ ih this'uundi- 
* tion. Almost dll of them* rwr^ iSS^il 
ferms, wbich- they todk frum the fiMmer 
upon certaip condiUonit .reuHwas 

pastJy paid by h^NVur. • a^maa 

care/our guineas an ici;fi 4iirH;Ma 
wurM ftxr h«dimd^«t;l£id.!A 
if lie paid Ihreef ^oeas, he recah^ed 
That lOd., boiler, coaaa^|^id,i i^eaj 


.pra|Mar.(^ ofsubnaiaQ'oe m the. m idsawiag a4|#im^iaa bi^eha tlmmagh. 

food hitacb constituted the-aele dietW tbh ^--- ^ " ’ ' ' .. 

>f!hdi'faBliat» tbaarafae-saMe luovwotald 
produaa hi Eiilaad. jEfo arw pwMf 
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aware that the food trf the pemr ia.Ire- 
latid was inferior, aod,he sincerely'whyed 
that it were posable to find any means of 
giviitg him better, and a better, place in 
which to enjoy it. Nothing would be 
more calculated to sed,uee them f'^uin idle 
arid vicious habits, and to inspire a relish 
for domestic ciflnforts. '• , 

He should now prdbe^l to examine 
some of those causm whicb^^hp-rlgbt hon. 
baronet appeared to tlunhi^tili.; existed, 
and for which he also seemed to thiek re- 
, medies might.be adopted., He caidd assure 
^iro that he f^Mhe stron^t dis||i|o8itioo to 
emidoy any leifiQ/^es ii|hicb might be sug¬ 
gested, and which should appear capable 
of a really practical application. First, as 
to^e appointment of sherilFs, on which a 
tJonsideFalde stress hed been laid by the 
right bon. baronet. JHe was perfectly 
reci^ to hdmU, tbat4hBh was a point in 
wtii^ material wad essential infocmation 
migl^ W introduced. . The subject, how- 
cverii,> bad been fully And delilKirately dis- 
'Culeed. in a select committee, whiebsat 
ifktrbig last session for the purps>se of in- 
.Aniriog into grand jury presentments. He 
ndid iiahis hand the evidence of that com- 
fliittee, and according to that evidence it 
appeared, that some persons saws many 
evils in the present mode of appointing 
the shedS, and others thought it the best 
that coflid be adopted. For himself, 
though be certliinly thought the mode of 
appointing them might be improved^ yet 
the practical evils of the existing one was 
not, in bis opinion, ■ so great as was ima¬ 
gined. The persons who were examined 
before .thpt committee were many of them 
membery of thal House—lord Jocelyn, 
sir Jobn*Newport, sir Hanry Barney, the 
chancellor of the mt,chequer for Ireland, 
colonel'Crosbie, and otheqb The evidence 
they gave establisl^ diee^stunce of soany 


evils, but it was ^ so conclusively I 
the present i^stnn of appointilig s| 
as migi)t..he*iiMjbed. Itvwas geacratiy 
stated ^(4^ eyu waam4 one of the 
present dby. Atbudhmg subsisted. JEUit 
'<cert^Iy«}fe should be ashaiacd of himself 
if ntlfolt any reluctsbce todiange a prac- 
tioe'm'erdlftiecaufe,.tbe; acquiescence in 
it'Oiirtbe part ^ the government, df which 
jclto^fonncd A parW might be involved in 
tonus fd^ce^ otosure.. It .should be 
nenwinbered^ th§3b w^re 


of tocitoj in thn Witiv 



Mtpidtto tfie iiondinaU<tai of aheriffir, tbe 
•{iSwiic ptvctice different from the 
inoiiiefh. The judges pf the assize re¬ 
tired from the outroing sheriff the names 
w thnree persons who were thought most 
fit to serve thi These names were 

dknwards examined all the judges in 
the chuicdlor’s cbambeV, and «they se-^j 
ledted frolm thdb a certain'dhmber ac<k 
coining to tlm drcamstance^ of the* re* 
eoffioftndatjalt, &c. which they transmitted 
to the lord lieutenant, who thereiipon^ 
•iMaed hll^frarrant for the appointment of 
such as Si'iinaHy determined upon. Th^t 
Mode of electing tlhaiff 'was certainly 
preferable to the preteot; and he bad 
no hesitation in giving a. pledge, on the 
part of the government of Ireland, that 
that systeni should henceforward be rt* 
dured'to - ‘ 

As to thegeneVfd revision tf the nuagis- 
ttaoy of Ireland, he bad made every in- 
tjuiry into the practtcabiH^ of sncdt a re¬ 
vision, bat he 8(f|}tehendra it wbpld be 
fband impossiblei In the first {dacht it 
was usual for the chanceltor-of IrelaniKJp 
have a more arbitrary power in the d||- 
missal of magistrates-lhan was possefSed,! 
in this country, where they were nieVhr 
dismissed but upon the sentence of a 
coart of law, or for some gross irregula¬ 
rity of conduct, which rendered them 
tot^ly unfit for the office. Hh was nai¬ 
ling to admit that therc*were many per¬ 
sons placed in those situations who were 
not qualified for them, either by their pro¬ 
perty Or rank in life. But then, he must 
i^ain beg the House to remember the 
great difference in the manner in which 
society is constituted^n Irelaqd. With 
resiaect, however," to the selec^ns gene¬ 
rally speaking, he did not recollect more 
than ten or ti^ve cases of recemmenda-, 
tions taking ^sce,- qnd he believedatbey 
were all of them mnle from a conscien- 
1^8 in/|>re6sion of wj\t was considered 
to he the best for tihn^uilUty and 
safhty of th» codntly. It might be true 
tiiat there were perimns now hi the com- 
nissioiH who were put into'it*in< 179^ on 
account of their zen and loyalty to the go¬ 
vernment, hut if the generm revision were 
to ap^y to them, be did think it would be 
most un^st deprive thenu of vtheir 
plaen, whbout some better ground'^for 
iueli a proceeding/ Hoif, m fact,‘was 
teM lie(rtetsp)i;io''Judge whatperspaswei;p 
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6f character wte necessary fn order . tili j 
qualify a man to bole magis^te. 'What 
criterion could be adopted 4or retaining 
higi in ofifce after he had once acquired 
possession 1 Weuiu you take tlie crif§» 
rion of property ? That vtould be a niolt 
fallible one. Howevip pligtisible or popu¬ 
lar t^idea*mig|itbe of effecting what was 
called a general revision of the magistracy, 
he was couvifeeed ft would be productive 
of great injustice. That| ho#ever, was his 

S iinion, anff he knew it v^ th e opi nion 
so of yhp person at the heAd of*tne de¬ 
partment which was most concenie^. 

He now pame to that single point, as 
aff^ting tlte ^[ijipvances of Ireland, an 
which It wys supj^ed 'the government 
ifas deeply implicated: and he could as¬ 
sure the right hon. baronet, from what¬ 
ever sovrces he had derived hiir informa¬ 
tion, it was mpst erroffeoiu. Those so¬ 
cieties wbiclf lie had alluded to, did not' 
exist, menefklly speaking, in those twun- 
ties ' wtiich> were ^diglurbedf and hq had 
never hllrd thenT' accused V being any 
causes which 'produced the 
nt condition, of Ireland-, put, it wad 
asked, vMpdo you no><pre 9 rent the cele- 
bratioAfnprticular days and events f He 
should 4p know how {lie right hon. 
baronet himself would do.it. . lie must 
be a#are that *11 wmdd'be impossible to 
exercise qpy eftettuhl contfol. There 
were thousand ways in which the law 
might' be eluded. I’hey might prevent 
any particular body of persons assembling, 
who were united for specific purposes, 
and bound together by^llegal oaths: but 
is was impossible to counteract those ce¬ 
lebrations oC^Hirticular occasions to which 
the riglithon. baronm had alluded. He was 
«ware that he (Mr. Peel) had been sub«- 
jected to hiahy kSputations, as if he had 
encousaded th^ formation ajid growth of 
I those pieties.' He could only say, that 
j. for^be greater parts of those imputations 
he had the most profound contempt; htA 
if thfr. ri^'t bon. baronet believed, fbr a 
iB0meiit}*th9t any such encouragment was 
alTorded, di|ectly or indirectly, he could 
only, entmfft him to dismiss it from bis 
mmd, f«r he was ^feclly wrongs He 
bdd in his 'hknd proofs to the coqbrary; 
p.raofs, lhat ^.^vennffieDf had exertq^ 
biitelf tji> rttress the tutrfnlts Arising from 
^ose cahifi^^juad to dimihish the opera¬ 
tion ofthemselves. .It. must be 
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% b6 conveyed on either side in a thousand 
cliiierent wbiflfpno legislative ii\ter- 
ference coura reach. But so^far as the 
governipent could exercise any* influence, 
lie would venture to say that it had never 
lfe(^eoted the opportunity. It might be 
easily itnagine'd/ for instance, that much 
inBammation and angryt^feelifig wtM|kl be 
excited by playing what were called party 
tunes. Now, how couldlthaMbe prevented 
by law ? Hhw qpuld you define the pat- 
ticu lar sort of ^ne which c^id be con^ • 
dereda? piSif^ tunas, and theteforp not to - 
be pl^ed‘1 But even in that rrapeet, the 
government had been ea^pl to do alH 
that lay in its power. Bjra ^eral order 
issued on the 24th of Jwe, i|814, a kind 
of circular letter, addressed to the bij|gade 
majors of the yeomanry, the lord lieute¬ 
nant caKed their attention to former 
circular lettst* uT a'sin^^ description, 

' issued in 18jO, and whiOT he desired 
should be considered as Still in* force. 
Thefobject ^ that fettpr wae^ to pn8«ent 
any assemblages of the yeommill^ Said to, 
fm-bid ’them ‘worn wearing ^ei^ 

'clothes, Qr carrying their tfrUiSi^ 
when on duty.^t further |||||ech.i^ 
there were ,spme particular 
gave offence when played, ;Mv^ isas re¬ 
quested they mieht be avoi^d ns much as 
■possible. That waa.tKe 'dnly kind '%f in- 
nuence which could he ben^cially ex¬ 
erted in Such casA^ and that ini|uenCe, 
it would be found, had never been neg¬ 
lected by the government. 

Among the other causes wbkh had un¬ 
questionably coslNiibuted to produce the 

I iresent disturbances and outrages in Ik- 
and, nfignt be reckoned thtipress of that 
country. He was far firom meaning to 
-say that the benefits which resulted from 
a wee press, did not greatl;y,‘if*hot wholly 
overbalanci^the evils 0^ its aB^. He 
would.even ventre to assert, ^at what 
might be called the extreme-’ ficentfou's- 
*ne88 of the press, in a forme^period of 
^ our history, mainly assistdll in speuring 
*to us invaluable pri^egesf -Butvwhat 
eould be said in favour of IL press SrhMili 
never sought to enlighten thehl^i^mind 
■-^stbich never aiiqpQ at 4he ^'^mifittion 
of trj/th-^which never* efldeavdureck to 
jSOitect the tnoralOk or ^prove' l^ hwpi- 
, ness of the*peo{flei On the contpsry^d 
most studious VjfTorts vtac^a^dO <td kei 
bBliW'apd/oment dlsOord, tbafi^ 

naht b^umice of the w^st passions bfViat 
•4{BtuirO. Thmr only>object itrasilto |pal#it 
bebelievedi that the very sources of Jisf 
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tice were corrupted, that the vardiej^ of 
juries were always venal, and the cond^t 
of magistrates always base. By those in¬ 
sinuations, industriously and perseveringly 
spread, many persons werei^iven into tl^ 
commission of some paltry offence, when, 
in his opinion, they were infinitely less 
fguilty in«a,moraf point of view than those 
*vile and i|ii||raidea beingl by whom they 
were instigated. The most infiunoas false¬ 
hoods and calumnies were UItgved egaiost 
magistrates Ihus pointing them,out to the 
.vengeance of those misguided iqieo whos^ 
passions'were easily,worked lipcfii. The 
consequence of\iM general and indis- 
ertminato abuse as defiled the public press 
of Ireland, involving every person whose 
statfoQy rank, dir ooc^t^ rendered them .at 
dilpublicj was,; that no one dreaded oen- 
smie, and the Ibroe of public opinioo, 
therefore, tiiat great Bujnliary to a free 
press was' utterly destroyed. The House 
oquIdUMit form my idea of the licentions- 
which he attufled', by reflecting 
^pdh^.what was called licentiousness* in 
* * s«d6tintry. As a specimen, he would 
‘ to them a passage from a work whudi 
toe contemptible to notice, except as 
sfich an illustration: he meant the Irish 
Magazine. They would see the na^ue of 
the poison whidi was disseminated. Until 
the present year it had had a wide circula¬ 
tion amoh'gthe lower orders in Ireland* and 
they would !ud|;e the sort of influence 
which its infamous and detestable false¬ 
hoods were calculated to have upon that 
class of people. As a proof of the motive 
Ihr drculating it, he would state, that it 
was generally distributed gratis, or at least 
at a prjcp* so verj^ much below wliat the 
mere cosf of printing mtu^ be, that i^ was 
evident pro« was not considered, %ut 
only the accompiishmenb,of the most 
peMicious and vilj|iaous purposes. In 
an article, pummng to be upon ^ the 
persecution of ijfe Protestants in Frwixpe 
it said, ** if^tfae^ous Britons ate So 
indignant^' as cant they pre¬ 

tend te be, 'Why ,4d> they mot ex^it 
some^l^rtlbn.-of their' humanity, ia be- 
ha» 0- the eeaselessLmassacres of the 
Irish Catholics i't it may beMSsSerted in 
the face of jdl iEurope^ that more .Irish 
iQalholids have baen miinderedi since the 
month of liffoy, 1814,<tbm ever auffsted in 
France during, the ’mast Uoo^ pe^pSOU- 
^ion^ mihea ve&oii oraftm levjmidion 
of the WtotW tNanSesi’^ 'Thatsfccimm, 
he tj^reheeded, <wo9i&4<faie; auffioMmt to 
show tO'what Jtind ofi abitse gpd Hcep-, 
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tv^sness the precs of Ireland was per* 
wrted. V. . . . , 

He would nofT’Vdrer^to one other topic 
which he concehred ought to be considered 
an a part'of the causes which had tended 
to place Ireland hi her present condition. 
He alluded to the actual state of the elec¬ 
tive franchises. .The mann^dn whiclit 
they were exercised by the ^^dic free^v 
hdderff was most injurious. It was far 
fronrhis inteiftioa to urge any fliing against 


the Wrkdoin or policy of theAcb of 1793 J tsise goveriiinent, than edddf be accom- 


*hf wlii^tthose franchises nWe extended 
to the Ofliholics. 4iid not think thi|t 
either tho danget^^-d^tire benefits which 
were predicted at that ^leriod had been 
realised: but at the same vine he did hot 
think tlMt it bad invested tiie Cathditf de- 
mocraojiwith anysubstantid power or ad¬ 
vantage. The real advantage which had 
been derived was‘not % those who .pos¬ 
sessed the freehold, but wese who possess¬ 
ed the freeholder, 'lnreg>denng..theffee- 
bold prqierty, he%ad been told th^gtieHr 
est abuses existed. Perjury was'fraquentiy 
ooimnitted. Leases were made out 
fvt the occasion, and persons swore tof^; 
p(»tession, of property; which they 
saw. If it were asked, why such peraohs 
wersa not proceeded against, the answer 
would be, that if they were committed, 
they would be imniediatdy bailed out, and 
never found afterwards. H# certainly 
thought, tlierefore, that the manner in 
which the elective franchise was now ex¬ 
ercised, required some legislative regula¬ 
tion. 

With respect to Catholic emancipaticn, 
he would not say more than tjiat the opi¬ 
nions which he had ^merly entertained 
an^expressedtfDlPthat subject,* bad been 
confirmed by every observation which he 
had since beeo enabled to make, and that, 
he was persut^d nnadvantage would re¬ 
sult to Ireland from itWadcption. He was 
.jpWSuaded that such a^easure would by 
no means operate t^oteisily «n the ex¬ 
isting state of tldngl iir. J^et cquutry. If 
he wme aakodte deelar/nmomawhat mea¬ 
sure he imagined? :tlie greater benewto 
Ireland vratitd acceuet he would say, mtfa- 
out heskatiOD, that an^ measure oajculated 
tninduoe, or if that were laet flufficient„to 
compel tboaeindividuaie to resale iihlr^ 
land Who mm spent the money which they 
dermed hrona' that oountry >tisewhelfe« 
would' he |iloi|p immediacy felt k its a^- 
uantajgi^us operation.ibantdiiytotnor.ptto- 
ponSKMtuwhioh'^nnsld be any 


was precisely in that state in which the 
benefits of residence «on thejpart of her 
gentry would be most sensi^ felt. The 
opinion of the lower orders of the Irish, 
with respect to thefr government,*was tqp 
loose and undefined. It was a mAchioe 
too large' for their Copipwehension.; it was 
a maybin^toQ distaot tor^eifective opera¬ 
tion, and tife influence of resident lan^ords 
would do more to’.prevent disturbances, 
and to efiect all the legitimate objects of a 


fiitaly. believed;that Iwlaod 


j^ished in any otber numner wbattr^. In 
support* of this opinion he would appeal to 
all those .who had been in those parts of 
Ireland in ^Ith the gentry (did reside, jo 
testify the mest&hble advantages which 
qros^from foe practice. 

The right hon. baronet bad somewhat 
misunderstood,his sentiments on the sub¬ 
ject of eduGH^n iq hrelend. He had 
never asserted, diat from a more general 
system, of education any imifiediate a^van- 
tjigM were*te be expected. ^He had never 
Bsserl^Jhftt education was^e only way 
people of Ireland could be 
ered ticinquij and industrious. H& 
that^s^tbe only jnode by 
WhIolKi|Hweople, ds well aa any other 
peoply,'!JP!Dqld be rendered* industrious 
wwB,^y adq^ing such m'egsures a& would 
make it their interest to be sov'' But while 
he uiould encourage .all those measures 
which were .calculated to produce so ex¬ 
cellent an effect on the existing generation, 
he would not neglect to afford that gene¬ 
ral instruction from which so much future 
good was to be justly Oj^icipatcd. It was 
the peculiar duty., of a goversment that 
felt the incutiYeniences tl^t ard^e from the 
ignorance of the present'generation, to 
j^ow the. seeds of kno|vledge in the gene¬ 
ration that was to%qcceed. It was because 
he felt^trongly the many excellent quali¬ 
ties of^e Iris]/character, it was because 
L jlewaw.eveu in’the miflst of the extrava- 
gancies.and errors-which were to be de* 
plowed, qi&lifies o[ the l^gbest description 
-opacity for great exertion, and apldufie* 
|-fdr.,(great virtue—rthat he entertained qn 
^ thif pubje^an anxiety which he could not 
detQribe.r^Tha jittachment to that epun- 
4 ry, which.tl^e mhny excellent qyalities of 
its iobabiti^ta .had createdm .him,''would 
Jjping aqrvive . any political conn^ion thA 
mi^i.,^ejvitb it-Ti£Hear, hear!]. 
He wou lA jiiflubile Hduse no further^ 
bvlt wouioconclude by moving the follow- 
kf at^enflment tp.the,notion of the riabt 
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^ “ That an humble address be presented men necessary for soppresstng the tpiri^of 

to. his roya^ughness^he Prince Regent, revolt and tumult. Soon aftewards tiw 
eitpressing olW deep regret that the inter- other counties were added to this mass of 
nal stat^ of Ireland in^ime of peace ran- confusion and disorder, and now there 
dsns it necessary to tnaintain a large mili- were no fewer than six declared in a st^ 
tery force in that country- for tl^e present of disturbance. Tire military force wti 
year, for the pulTtose of assisting in the increased, but th^ evils were not diminish- 
execution of the law, ati^dn t^pneaerva- ^d ; tumalj^d disorder were rather aug- 
tioo of iiublic tranquillity 't ana%ntreatiDg anented mv Suppressed*; and he would 
that his royal higiiness iMll be graciously tell the rig^ bon. gentleman, that*if mat- 
pleased todirect^that there be laid before ters did not soon change,^40,000 men 
this Hous e, ablatenient of the nature an^ 'would be^ouNod insufficient to perform the 
extenTJ!!' the distupbances which f®* whMi S5,000 were now deen^* 

cently^ prevailed in Ireland, and the mea-' adequate. > Thiftwof, such an- alaitning 
sures which have been adopted by the' state of things, (mt ibicould receive no 
gtfverninent of that counjiy inconsequence aggravation frdhi fancy—could admit of 
thereof.” > no additional flouring from fear or ap* 

Mr. Plunkett began by expressing hh prehension. It pressed vqwn the House 
warmest griUttade^twhisright hon. friend, iVithai weight interest which >no consi- 
forcalUng tbeatteDtionofmeHoupetothis deration couldlacnease. The natives of 
most importiMt su*bject, aflii'ifbr the pecu- Ireland were celebrated fat their gratitude 
' liarly able'manner in which lie had sup* for benefits conferred—their fine andar- 
ported the motion. The state of keland dent Ij^elings were almost proverbial—nor 
was ipdeed a huestiop in which Great Birk cobld, slight injuries rbuse thefii to re¬ 
tain must fee!; % direct and immiUffib^® ht- venge. The present deplorable state* of 
terest,'and therefore it claimea? asrl^ Country showed, therefore, iiYdisputa- 
doubt it wpuld receive the fullest that some intrinstc' *ce was in the 

ration in«that Jlovse. To illlig|||^'M^ i^m^rnmeot, which must be removed be- 
interest, arsi^ enforce* that claflHpP'couM fdiro tranquillity was restored, 
not think it necessary to addj^ah^m to the lie did not find that the right hon#*gen- 
impresaive. speech of'his rigntjion. &iend. tiernan professed to apply any remedies to 
For that speech {^resented'the most valu- those evils which he admitted to exist; 
able variety of local, pt)litical,iaQd consti- and, in truth, if certain doctrines which he 
tutional knowledge.* It was indeed ^o'dls- had advanced wero to be considered as 
tinguished fur accuracy of information, the sort of remedy which the right hon. 
that he should have to occupy the atten- gentleman might feel disposed to apply, 

. tidn of the House but for a short time, he most cordially and most sincerely 
Hu particularly sipplauded hit right hon. thanked him that he had abstained from 
friend’s speech in consequence-of its coig- the application. The two remedies of the 
plete freedom from any alioy.ef party spi- right hotv gentleman, if he might venture 
rit. The question was indeed too impqr- to call thAn such, were^rafurable, firs^ to 
tant to be sunk into any mixture with absentees, and secondly to forty bhilliag 
party or faction. Last'y^ar th^ insurrec- .freeholders. With respeck^to the absee- 
. act was pa^ed, end thBi^gh he’yfas not teesf he wished all heart they 
present, he had go hesitation tp saying, were fewer; he warned for the sake of ieo- 
thab if he had been s(X he would fhave ftipr- land, that she po|!Bessed a more ifumeiio^^ 
ported the measure, although ity^id go the resident gentfy. how Was that to be 
. lei^tU of suspending the enjoyment the accomplished i ^Th^^t hon. gentleman 
- *c(Mi^ituti^ during the perim in whiclyt had ^uggaetedi^o tneans but seenabd to 
rameined in force. In the ye|» 1796, And frii^ merely to the powers of perwasion. 
on ttther occasions, similar acbihadjieen He ditl not wiah to, underrate the ngbt 
pailigdi but'they vrgfe seldoni^nforced. bon. jgentleman-s, eloquence^ though lie 
It.wns^iiow two'months* hbweverf siiioB.- was certainly afraid it would not be^ound 
right bait' gentlemai^who<was thg^- an Ihstrutnent sulSciently powerful to iiv- 
tnor.of. this bieaaure last session, duce the gentry of Ireland to reside on 

tioqed tu the H^e tbonece^Py of carry4 their estates. If the right Ipm. geqtltiban 
ingj.fi into ex’ecuUom '' nTtn^y^unty of gaeant vigod^tper thaapqrsuasion—if he 
TippNeipry, and that.of West Meath, were* conteraplateu the idea of legislative inter- 
d^rbeu, and the •country was In ti«eh^ fereoce—theft ha would say to him^ repeal 
atote asto render a military force of 25,000* the Unioo, send back ag^ tp Ireltutd her 
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restore tiiet pirttion of rank 
and'property and influence which she 
possessed before, and wiiich had been 
drawn from her by the inevitable operation 
of that measurer If the right bm. gentle¬ 
man was prepared to go so far, toen, in¬ 
deed, he would admit tha1f|)ii8 observations 
were a prop» forerunner of htsdAtentioDB; 
but^ otherwisev sftuated as lrand^now 
was, the* question of absenieef ^was* one 
which do wise^ statesman would venture 
to touch. A« to any coOnexioi/that might 
bbsnpposeito subsist betweenjthe present 
disturbances in Irelaodi '§hd0the efiectaf 
produced by abseatee’^'gen^, he would 
venture to say that in thosedisicjcts where-, 
outrage was most |irevalent„ihe grievance 
of the absentees wadleast felt. * . 

The next topic to wliich he wisbedl 
to refer, wm that of- the forty sbil* 
ling franchises. *He was not quite snre 
whether he accurately comprehended what 
felt from the right h^n. gentlemanf-<and he 
was most ahxious to awidany thing which 
might be construed into misrepresintationi 
The right*hon. gentleman would set hilte 
right, if be erred; but he understood 'hi|P 
to speak of the act of Vt9Bi as that net top' 
which the elective franchise was originally 
grantAl. * 

Mr. Peel rose to explain. He said he 
mentioned the act of 1793, not as having 
originally granted the elejctive franchise, 
but as having extended its privileges to 
the Catholics. 

iiunkett continued. The act of 
1793 , then, was alluded to by the right 
hon. gentleman, merelyas having extend¬ 
ed those privileges which had previously 
been enjoyed by firoteetants of Ire- 
lan^wo the Catlmlics of Ireland. * Taking 
the argument upon that ground, he was 
prepared to contend, that if that act were 
repealed, it would ho, disfranchising *lhe 
Casholics.^ He would further, that if 
tl\|EPright 'hon. gentlemm had studiously 
contrived a fitebrandAmKul&ted to pre¬ 
cipitate into immeraaie eklesion the com¬ 
bustibles now scattered all olrer^rutaDd—. 
if he had laboured night and 'day to di^i- 
ooVef what means were most likely to 
consummate the mischief—he coda not 
have hit upon a-more oertaiii one than 
to propose ttr"disfltonchi8e the IrishTla-* 
tholics. • '1 '‘ 

Mst rodh to explain. He said he 
was Sorry tu ihtoeiUpt' thei rijAt bon. sindJ 
learned gentlemap' again,' but’ he' -was 
tempted to a<ira9 < himself of his oandid 
o&r/ and that dedre #h£ch bo bad omni- 
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fested BOt to aauunterpret him. IttepOak- 
ing of< :the act of 17i^f he ex^asly said 
that he did not comphdo of itf because it' 
extanded the eleedv^'franchise to the Ca¬ 
tholics. What bew!ompUined of was, the 
great abus^ to which that .act had been 
jmrverted. The way'in wBi^h the Catho¬ 
lic freeiiOldq|t: ac^ired their right, pre¬ 
sented oppiv^ities Ibr tbe grossest per¬ 
jury. It had neveh entered into his c<»h 
temptation, to withdraw tboie franchises, 
htt^ he lamented the way ’i&*whi<h jhose 
fictitious/rmichises wera>created« ^ 
tMr. Plunkett Btad, he 1 was most happy 
dt being set rjo^t, thon|;h be believed he 
had erred in 4pmmonwKh a great number . 
of persons a^to what had fallen from the 
right gentleman; He should now 
proceed to the boasidmratioti Uf -the ques^ 
tioo genet^lly, ahd he-must si^, it striiek 
him sorae^llNexIraordim^ that the 
governraent dld sot seem prepared to pro¬ 
pose anjt specific remedies ior the many 
evih, the exutei>ce,pf;whicln no oneide- 

f i$>Would e'xcept, indeed,what 
flrom the right hOto gentleman 
nomination of- the sheri%. For ' 
justified to nAch.apprebation, 
for he it would be productive of 

infinite. gS^^to Ireland;. but if he ima¬ 
gined, it was calculated, alone, to alley the 
ferments that nbw existe'd, he had much ‘ 
mistaken thoreal influence and operation 
of that, systen. Tb^ only thing upon 
which the right hon. gentleman seemed to 
rely as an emictual method, of remedying 
the grievances felt in Ireland, was the dif¬ 
fusion of education; 'add he hoped he 
shhuld not be considered as tui^ervaluing 
the importance of edneatiqn in What he 
was about to say. The most beneficial 
efiect of education, jn his opinion, was, that 
•it brought the lower and the higher classes 
into coopexioD bgr'hcts of beneficence and 
kipdness. \ But if, by education, the right 
hon.* gentleman meant merely that the 
Irish shtMiU be itfttructed in reodieg^' 
wriddg, ana accounts, he really believed , 
it youid. be f^nd that the people of Ire- ‘ 
land were no more deficient in those 
things than toe people of this country. 
Nay, 4f a distinotion W^re taken between 
thenwO countfies^ he believed' it Would be 
inj^vour of Ir^nd. ‘ In those public., 
hUOieB' of roep, where thib infltoitants-of 
the two cotin^eu'Were bta^ght togetber, 
M tjie arm^yWinstoiiiee, he would venture. 
to'say that toe number of Irishmen who 
^dbuld Head and write; was. greater m pdf* 
ihm thequmber of EngiUbmeb. 
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k But really, to talk of carrying on the edu- The reason why it was wished to hatn^ in- 
cation oria peoplA'by teaching them to formation upon the one was, that thej 
read and write merely, was a gross and might afterwards inquire into the other, 
childish misapplicatilfn of the word. The He would willingly admit that he must he 
education of a people must grow out of a bold man who would pretend to affirm 
tfse government of\the country [Hear, that he knew what remedies would effec- 
hear! J. It i^st spring from that paternal tually remove the evils now existing; but 
care, and’afrom that equal ^p tfetaion of} he woel^bc a much Jbolder man who 
the laws which iq^ensibly^rmed the* 8hould^jp^|lramc to leave*the country under 
habks of the citizen to a peaceable and thehbpeli^scurseof those measufes which 
correct dem^aeor. What was it that had so long afflicted arffl .degraded it 
madq ^j^ very man in England interestecmw [Hear !j. \Exile and death were not the 
the presmation of public order, .tranquil* instruihenM of government; bet the niise. 
Hty,.8ad dWience to the laws? Because irable expettents .vf^bich shOiTed the kb* 
every man in England kngy^. that the^a# sence of allwoV^ment [Hear!]. The 
was his friend and his j^otecfor: he sources ofjmUlic authority were dried up'; 
cherished it as his birthri^t, and he re* and that Hoijpe ought to rescue the people 
garded'those who administered il^asla* of* Ireland from suchf* a desperate state of 
bouring with himself for the general good outlawry and degradation [Hear, hear!], 
of the doimoonwealth. Give tlMt educa* IHe state of Ireland was a sort of gordiaq 
tion to Irqladd, and Irellhdl would receive knot which they could nbt untie, and re* 
it askbton.. Teach the'^eople how to fused the,aid of parliament, whose duty it 
respect the laws, and they would b& taught was to interpose in behalf of a suffering 
hon to be .happy].[^ear, Is^r!]. But people.. Hn right h6n, frienu had pru* 
where was-ihe utility of tetfc i|^ thet^ dently abstained from discussing the ^es* 
reading and'^ffigures.—*To counfpt^pa^l;dqn of Catholic emancipation^ and he 

* which they did not possess, and tmpra^rl^ld follow his example; but at the 

about that liberty which th^jaiU time, when they were called upon to 

joy ? [Hfr 4 r}.hcar!j. ''' decide so important a subject as the pre- 

With respect to the motion m his right sent, he would ‘not be deterred by the 
hon.'^rieqd, 'he pibtested he could not fear of having one vote less, or the hope 

* comprehend why it sbolild be frittered of one vote more, fVom expressing hi^ opi* 
flown in the way a^hi'ch was ^ronosed by nion. He would not say, that Catholic 
the.amendment. What reabms ngd'been emancipation was a charm which would 
urged to show the probability that less allay every discontent and remove every 
than 25,000 men would be wanted for grievance; but he would say, thiUt it was 
Ireland next year ? And if 25,000 men a sine quji non, and that without it no other 
were then wanted,'why not fort^ nay, a lystem of measures could be entirely 
hundred l^housand, hereafter ? The efils prosperoqs. 

which'afflicted* Irelud, whatever they He wpuid now j^kgjlhe liberty of point* 
were, would not remain stationary. They ing out h, few of those' oauses whie^ he 
most be put dowO| ot they jvould prt- conceived, had contributed to place'Ire* 
gressively increase. Irtben, it was in*, land in her present unfortunate condition, 
tended to maintain a of 2S^)0 men Hie*declarea that 1^. feh„jjp personal ani* 
permanently in I^^gland; .and if^e insur* mosities towardsJvoy member of the Irish 
^r^ion act was to4)e contioald; if* the government; oi^e contrary, for the l^d- 

* people of that county w^re^o be sub- lieutenant, tfhd^otijiis noble friend at the 
, jected to domiciliary visits in me night, to head of Jm d^rtment, he enter* 

be liable to be imprisoned, ahd ev 0 n trws- tained;||hb hipest respect. In the first 
ported, not by the verdict of a jury, but plqge, it whs but too hrell known that there 
by summaty commitment; if ail .these werh'a number of discontented agitators in 
tersible miseries gfeVe to be infti<tted by that country, ^ho sought every means of 
the aid of the bayonet, lie*would Shy that disturbing’ itk ^nan^Tlity; But* it was 
/hat House Vould' neglect*—would gr^ly seq^lly true, thsit there Was e great pro- 
abandon—its duty, if they^refusad toV* phrtidn of the 'Cathdlic population as dif- 
qUire why 8 ac]^*(hinjg 8 ;W«re^S:es 8 ary, and rerent in tl oir principtes ano danducvfrom 

* hoW they might <lte' kvdiohihiifHear.'J. tthose qnprjWdip^i^ agftlito(s asiif tl^ were 

Where was the use of knowing^e eyJtenf not df ihe*Same Those persocis 

the mischief, if they were to be.pll- che’rii^ed legitimate ahd hdnouraole 6 b- 
cluded from examiuiog ento the causfMT jects of ambitioiii and OaimestlyiiMired to— 
• • • ) . 

^ • 
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be admitted witbio the pale of die coasti* 
tutidn: but he would put it to the cau> 
dour and sincerity of the /ight hon. gen¬ 
tleman, whether the government of Ire¬ 
land had ever attempted to separate the 
sound from the unsound portion of the 
Catholic body?. He couhi not say that 
such an attempt bad ever bhen npude: and 
thatf be firmly believed, was ^i^l^use of 
the present infuriated and ii:\^anied state 
of the country {Hear, hear !]• * 

The state of the pre^ in Ireland had 
been, referred to, and no man could deny 
that it was most licet^oi^ jl^ving been 
made the instrument t^ja^^^emagogues 
to advance their own projects of ambition. 

But was this all ? Had it npf'been also 
most unjustidably employed "bn the other 
side ? Had not those papers, which were 
paid highly for the insertion of govern¬ 
ment procUmations, been made the vehi¬ 
cles (jf the most scandalous, malignant, 
and indiscriminate libels upon the whole 
Catholic body? [Hear, hearJ]* Was 
this .dealing fairly by the people/of* Ire¬ 
land, diptnacted by political and religious, 
differences ? He did not accuse the g(p%i 
vernment of encouraging these disgryceW; 
practices, but he complained that it haa> 
not iiy^erfered to contsol them. The 
Orange societies were another source of 
the present evils, and in speaking of them 
the fight hon. gentleman, without his 
usual candour, had perverted, in his ab¬ 
sence, the argument of his right hon. 
friend. The objection to them was, not 
that they celebrated anniversaries, or that 
tliey played particular tunes, but that they* 
were societies exclusively Protestant, 
bound by an illegal oath to contlhue their 
allegiance only sg MIfg ^s the Kitig sup- 
portSd what they termed a Protestant 
cou^itution. What steps would not the 
rig!^ hon. gent leman liave thought,it right 
to take, had CathoiicS^been so illegally 
united for«tbe purpose on supporting only 
a CatJ^olic sovereign? ^ wasmo answer to 
state that the soj^tiea would be 

punished when :n^SP.i^|ee^, for 

their v^^. constitudon. was a breac|raf.the - 
law, for which th^y ,we*!e aqitn°^blp...*lt 
might be. truf,., tW eyil w^s less 
among itjie higher ;Classq8,} bnf among-the 
lower these asspciat^qns qf.^rotestants^ide- 
generated ihtQ.tbe piost brutal and pdeh- 
sive asayrtion over the wh^e _ 

Catb^ bo^yi,.^ ,^other| point likewj^e-l t^e 


deaervj^ no0M.* It wpulff'nbt he ^Die4» 
that of all people Irub were moat sub¬ 
ject M> ^lugpce. of ttieir prip^iqpili 


4 nd the first act of a prudent government 
would hare been to .^tablish ,with that 
priesthood an amicablc/connej^lbn; yet no* 
attepipt of the kind liad been made; on 
the contrary, in the dnly instance thkt had 
occurred, they hfd given, as it were, de- 
signed offence to that respectable 

e . pae st of the county ofLimerick 

been unltumcntal in quelling a dis¬ 
turbance, for whklf a letter of thanks 
from the right bon. gentleman was sent to 
bim; but, before it could fealah his hands, 
it was published in thp, newspaper«,* and 
, this revefeud gentleman was thus held up 
toNtbe suspicion of all his fraternity'and 
his nock as a Mfson aiding the tyranniea], 
purposes of Jgovemment. There were 
m^y important differences between the 
presenf and former disturbances. From 
the high^t authority it had been, stated, 
that witlm th^h^BSt fifty years the com¬ 
merce of Irela^Chad doubled, her agricul¬ 
tural preducediad increased fburfold, and 
hertpopulatimi bad trebled. Thus it ap- 
peared t ^ ,we was'ca^able of beconiing 
dandivous rival, or the powerful friend 
IHglanda gjgantic.form was rising at . 
the^tp Britain, and the'question 

now waagJHpher it should *be inverted 
into, a frie!Sf’'qr an enemy. Siitteen years 
had elapsed since the union' had profgssed. 
to give to Ireland' the benefits of the . 
British.consdtution; -yet now that consti¬ 
tution was tol)e suspended, and the natives 
of that bountry were to be deprived of its 
benefits. Wlipt would be thought of a 
proposition of the like kind with respect to 
any portion of Great-j^itain, however 
small ? And.,yet, upon the. whole of Ire¬ 
land this calppiity was to inflicted aJ.- 
most without repugnance. ‘ Sych a state 
of things—such gross i^ustice and inequa¬ 
lity—could'*nOt be;.hndured with patience; 
*and the^boger th(> system was pursued, 
the greater would be the evil to be reme¬ 
died* It ^qs err&ncoys,*too, in point ^bf 
expenditure^^ Tlxs^whole military foy^^p • 
must, he paiS- by this country, for lrelaq,d 
coitld not produce ^y revenue, in conse- ' 
qujfticc bi the miscmculation at the time, 
of the union ^as to the conti:ibutioa idle 
was to provide. |ler<debt, slope thp.^r. 

bud inorcased IhUrfoldi .no pan bf 
which was expended in the cptptry, as 
wa^he case in England. » On^tbe wbple ' 
iw c* * 


VII 



pi^sibl^ the steps they had pursued in 
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blisbing themselves on the narrow, bdi^s 
prmciplespf Protmtant exclusion, which 
'kept alive\he spira; of diuension, he ear* 
nestlj^ recommended them to adopt paea- 
sures* calculated to secure the union and 
liappiness of all classes. 

Mn Peel^'^ ejcpianatio^ denied that 
his letter;of thanks to the vUheli^ prie8| 
had been published with hislUibwtedge oi; 
consent. ' “ 

Mr. Veaey FUzgeraid said, that highly 
as he thought of the talents of the ri^. 
honT^ntleman who spoke la;t, it would, 
he was sure, require even more* than hist 
ingenuity to convince the House, thqr Ki 
•amendment which called'thar full ioforma* 
tion respecting the vanoub disturbances 
and outrages which unhappily subsisted in 
Ireland, and also respecting the measures' 
which thad been adopted by government 
for their suppression, waq, in ^t, a refu* 
sal of iidbrmation. It oH&t be obvious, 
upon an examination of the original mo¬ 
tion* and of the amendment, that all the 
inforroation that wa^'required!^ the one 
would be eWlned by the othei^ the ody 
diffisrence between theip was, th a| ^..-^;‘ 
amendjment 4>d not propo ^ to shm thp 
measureaowhlch oiight to bral^ted, be¬ 
fore the inf&rmation was obtainedvB mode 
of pcpceedii\g'equally unprecedented and 
r absurd. 'He Could 'not* argue'this as a 
mere quettion of debate; hq^would admit 
that the right bon. biuroaet, wh'o had 
brought forward the motion, had^ in enu¬ 
merating the evils by which Ireland was 
afflicted, truly and candidly stated that the 
causes of manyjjfthem were not of recent 
origin, but had existed for centuries, ond 
some*of them even before the introduction 
of English laws into Ireland; but yet the 
right hem. and Iparned gentleman l^d 
argued as if ril those'evils ba^d grown out 
pf the conduct of th9 ^ent b^inistra- 
tioDS of that country: nay, heJjiad so said. 
The House, he Vas sure, ^uld fecF .no 
* difficulty in decidingwspon uie justice and 
the candour of the two staliSments. He 
' confessed that he should considerable 
..difficulty in deciding unon^the vote which 
he should give upon tiiis i^uestion, .if he 
fHflMiht its decision m any degree 
involved that of the 'Catholic queftion, 

^ which the Tight bon. baronet had so pro- « 
j^fiy endhavoared to weep out of th^i^e- 
aent discuasiPm Upon tllA question, it 
. WM wril known tilHit he dilKicgd, <md bad,; 

alwmjs differed fivm his rigbthon. fKead 
.HMr. Fedi)^ but he differed qpt more 
^ nem bis friapd tqma t^t qi^- 
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tion than be did those who thmight 
that the granting of the oiaiins of,the 
Catholics would operate as an immediate 
and universal panacea for the cure of all 
the evils triiich afflicted Ireland; many of 
which, as had been riready stated, arose 
from causes that existed before the dif- 
fm'ence of religion ekwted; for he might 
say that it'did exist'between the two 
countries. • <- 

The right hon. baronetshqd, in bis opi^ 
cion, done most wisely in endeavmiriBg to 
separate the -dbeasMon 'Of the Catlike 
question frem^tlui: now before the House, 
because tbtS|W&S^i^ first session in whicb 
that important sub|ect would come befcee 
pariiamenr)^n a petition, offering such 
cencessions as might satisfy the minds of 
the Protestants, without trenching upon 
the rights or infringing any of the doc¬ 
trines of the Roman <Catbolic church. 
One petition had already been presented 
by an hon. baronet, and another would, 
he understood, be presented ix a few days 
by the'member for Dublin, founded .upon 
^the principles which be had* described. 
“.As a friend to the claims of the Catholics, 
be protested against involving that great 
‘qu^tion widi the present motion, and he 
could not help expressing his surpwse that 
the right hon. and learned gentleman 
should have attempted to combine them 
[Hear,'hear ! from the opposition]. Hu 
would admit that the consideration of the 
claims necessarily mingled with any view 
of the state of Ireland; but he dq|^ecated 
any decision of the House on such a 
motion as tiiat ofthis night, being treated 
now, or referred to hereafter, as a decision 
on thosh claim^ The riglit bon. and 
learne^gentlemaB,'1(rit:ec declaring (Imt he 
was not himself prepared to offer any 
remedy that ivould remove tlie evils which 
were on all liand ^udm^ ed to exist, had 
accused his rid^fThon. friend, the chief 
secretary of Ir%nd, for not pointing out 
at once allsttu treasures* which the go¬ 
vernment w^ pi^plred to recommend 
for t^ imuMnlate restoration of traoquil- 
1i^ in t&at country. He admitted, in¬ 
deed, that his right hon. friend, with re¬ 
spect to one of the grievances which had 
been mentioned, namely, the mode of ap- 
poSnting sheriA,: hjf|d.pl^ed himself that 
the Irish government would revert to the 
ancient manner of nomination. Tl^t^ht 
bon.j>aio»it yho spslce^first, hhd r^e- 
aented the^existing mode as an evil 
greatest magnitude, one which ** poi¬ 
son^ justice in the fouioe,” a^d the lamc. 
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language had been used respecting it in alleviate all the evils under which- he Ia> 
another place; yet, when his right hon. hours? Do you tiling that teathing him 
friend proposed to remady it, the right to read of libbfty he cannot enjoy,* 

hon. and learned gentleman treated it as anch to count propejfty vyhich ho pannot 
trifling, and had tauntingly asked, if a re- possess, will remote all the grounds of his 
formation in the mode of nominating she- complaint ?” This was language which he 
riffs would remove all tltp grievances of should not liave'cxp’ec*ed*f»in tli6 right 
Ireland ? ]^o man >had insinuated that it thon. atrd l^^fned gentlentan. ; This was 
would. ' • ' .not the m^'hifir in vv^ich the efforts of the 

Upon*the subject of gra«d,juries the government, or tfie benevolent views of 
right hhn. harbnet had forborne to en- parliament, ought to be trfhmd. He felt 
large, because he knew tlial there was but sincercst admiration of t™ talents and 
(ftrefeeling in the Housh upon it. It was ebquency: of the right*bon.' and le’arncd 
but fair to state, that this’^as one of the* gwtleman, but he confessed he was,siir-i 
subjects that had occulted the earnest at- praiOd to hew such sentiments upon the 
MHition of many members of the? govern- subject of cdl^iion fVom the member for 
ment: if no measure had ^been brought the university of Dublin. What were his 
forward, it was out cf respect to the chair- plans |pr giving to the Irish peasant more 
man of the ctnnmittee, to whom that sub- property ? Or what is the liberty, wliat 
ject had been referred' by the Houre,' and tlfe perscMal freedom which is desbed, and 
from a convictibn that it'could not be has-been denied^ It didTnot become him 
undertaken with so much propriety, or to describe tS^lrisb peasant as oppressed, 
with so great a chance of success, asunder becaus# he was in that situation in which 
the Sanction of that committee^ ,flip own the great majority pf fj>e popuiation of all 
opinions upon the grand jury systein were countrielK#list he always placed ; or was 
known: "to the part which be-and lM|*''l&e benent of instruction to be withheld 
right hon. friend had taken in the disetjS**; ’l|oi|^ll but those who were -possessed of ’ 
sions upon it, the right bon. barondibonld 4piroplrty^|^alificd fpr polittcal .power ? 
bear testimony; he had himself been exa* 5El^ore tf^^^ht hon. and learp^d gentle- 
mine^ before the committee last year, and man took upon himself to ,re\)uke the go- 
he should now repeat what he had before veronseot, a»d to undervalue the ^sftbi-ts 
stated, that though the system w;ts liable which had been'made By parliament to’ 
to abuse, and had been ^greatly abused, promote the'interesfs of Ireland, he ought 
yet it was impossible to ‘conceive one to havg come sometiiBcs to that IlouSe’ 
founded on better principles, and more upon some ordinary occasions, and- not 
calculated to produce beneficial effects, if have conBned his attendance to great 
acted upon according to its true spirit, questions Only, like the present. It- be 
He trusted that there was a determination had been in bis' place ^ast session, he 
not to -abandon the qaeition» until the wffuld have heard proposed a g/ant for a 
practice was refmy^gflt and ti^t spirit most valuable institution in Irelatld, the 
restgred. He liadno doubt tbift the se- object of which was to instract school- 
paration of the criminal and civil business masters,' nd^o. wer^ to be employed. In 
which the committee above stairs appeared .spreadin^g^ the benefits of education 
d'spoHid to reasataaend, would be'*the throug!?but thatfcftuntry, and to circulate 
most efficient reform thal could be adopted books of \ veiy’.diftl'regt description in- 
aj^tbisthfte; and if bill'of an bon. deefl fron^ llmse poisdnous pubh'cations to 
and riearned 'genjlcmanlofiposite (Mr. -which his rm|fc iHffl! friend had alluded;* 
Horner) respecting *pro<4edings on-in- and to'tvhicK the right bon.and learned^ 
dictments by grind juries,nrijtdc the gegtieman had alluded too. In a con-‘ 
law of 'the land, as’hO^lHid no douh]; ft versation which Ire (Mr. Fitagerald) had 
ought to be, such a di^tributioh of the had with the leading mcrabets of one of 
business at assizes ', would become abso.- those institutionsf he‘Had told tlrem,'ithat 
lutely fiee'essary': ^ "i if thejr^could t^y t>efore the government a 

The riglrt bdn. and'leitned gentl^aif case' that wobld'dustify the Expenditure, 
hfad stated, that-'the" only tiibasure which etj^ ofa imiqh !lif|^.sanroF money than 
Wa right hon. fW^4’(Mr. Peel) had ang- hud beisijfgmmfdWl^puld^point out hbw- 
g^ted Was* tht^^W'eduealijfti, aad ha& if could^ e«^qiydiiFn8eful!y,>he %vduld . 
vrifli respect to tauntingly asked, wilimgly^fe^e their ^ifease to that Hous^ 

**.Wbat, do you ^init that'-teadhfRig' the he*knew th^t he should not reckdii m 

IHdh peasant tcM^d^ aed to coilnf'win vabi upon itt F^nhthy br'"it8 HberSIity. 

(WL. XXXIV.) . (i:) ' • ' . 
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» The institution he referred to, was com- forward without due consideration. Upon 
posed of ^persons •!* all religious persua- the subject of tythes, he felt in coQimon 
feions; this he dee^d essential: any at- with every one who had spoken upon the 
tempt ^t conversionXany proselyting «pi- subject, that it was one of a most difficult 
ritfWouldbe justly suspected and opposed, and delicate nature. There never had 
Those who knew the earnestness with been a motion made in that House for a 
which‘the ^brest peasant in Ireland committee to isTVestigate the system of 
sought in^ructipn for his chn^ Wotidd an-) titiies that he had not supported; but he 
tidpate, if no religious.spirit mixed with' confessed, at the same time, that he had 
it, the same results wfiich be did. The never seen»any plan ptopos^ thaV, in his 
right bon. a^d, learned gentleman must opinion, gave sufficient cdtnpensaVion or 
know^that among his own constituentr securityfor the property which it proposed 
there were many who had risen from, tke to take away. Tlie government, he 
lowcgit ranks of the pe^Ie, and that splyy ^ure, had no d&jfe to prevent inve8tig;a- 
by the e^certion of native and C(a~ tidn Upon the tftmj^Ct; but neither his 

kition, whici) was the pcculiS charaoteris- rig;Ht non..ffiend, nor himself, bad a diet 
tic of the Irish. He could Vtniself men- tinct plan to pi^bpOise, and this was a qoos- 

tion instances of it which were as eytraftr- tioh to which hb thought no one ought to 
dinary as they were interesting. call ^ the attention of the House, unless 

But tb return Jo the prpspec^ of edu- tfa^ Had some .^finite tUeasure to offer, 
cation which sorne of tliMe societies held At ihast n,6 opU on tlib fiart of the go- 
out: the leading members.^and, he be- veminent of Ireland, dould do it.* He 
lieved, the majority of the one he spok.e tyduld he the first, hov^ver, lo go into a 
of first, were CatRojjps, apd Udssenteus comerntt^C with the right hon. aha learned 
from the established Church. ‘I^eir plans gentieihUU on the subject of tithes. And 
were ift operation in every part oHrelant^ learned gentleman 

* and would, he trusted, lay the foun^ittipil i^uld do admuwhat mot'e than give the 
of more solid'benefits to t|^ people l^ou^the pleusufe Of an eloquent and 
that counby .than the mere tithing them annual speech, and attend such a corn- 
reading and writing. Could, then, the mittee, he would tie entitled to coidb for- 
rig‘ht'i7on...and learned m^ember estimate ward in the next session, and accuse the 
'so meanly the moral advantages which government of the country; if he found its 
would result fi*ora Instructing the ]ioor ? members shripkyig either from the labour 
There was another ‘ society ‘for which a or responsibility of investigation [Hear, 
large grant had this year been made by hear!]. But it was easy to condemn,-k. 
parliament, which, though not likely to had the right hon. and learncd'gentleman 
produce such extensively beneficial effects, afforded us ^y aiiggestions of^is own? 
as Uie one to wlimh he bad just alluded, As a statesman'ana a lawyer he knew the 
was highI}S.deserving of support. One of danger am] difficulty of rashly attempting 
these iifstitutionS iiad already and rapidly a cdmmvjation wk'atLnffectcd the whole 
spread its ‘establishments. 1*116 House property *bf the churdfit^in the Uflited 
would not think so Kghtly of. their labouRi Kingdom. 

wlien he told them, that'in the year, ' With respect to the population of Ire- 
' in one province of Ire&(i:d, one fftodred land^hi^ right hon. ff^ewdwRho had spoken 
and fifty additic^l schools Jhad bj^n second in the debate^ bad said so' much, 
formed. The numbbr of c^mdren edi;^' and so eloquen^ur, that he should occupf 
CBted at them, be woSf^iU^m memory, very little of*itw at^ntioh &f the H^use 
' .now venture to state;, but b^nad himself upon, tha tjpary of thO qt^tion. But 
attended and inspected some of the esta- he \^H^ed in' tKkt House, what 
blisbments, and he augured more from Infftbeep done to tdlieVe, ireland’‘'aQd to 
them, than from any merely political'boon amenorate her cond!i]on, be Ctiold not 
whish could be offered t(f tqe people. avoid shortly adyartlfig to bean 

There were many other sub^ts*wM^h don^ and dohe r^cenily, with'that obibet. 
the right h(^. and learned gentleinsp il^d t'he 'right Hon.'b^ltdnet d^osite (sHr J« 
touched upon i^the course Newport) could'idfofm toe right hon. 

virhich^ hf |lioul(lTeel .no difficulty in' givib^ and .learned, gcmtlbro^f y/hot had Seen 
an op}^n|^ upon, thbi%h he was wot .Dfe-. dope ttrnrotlihtcrher intents, 

Ugre®|o,‘^ffer any measure to die Houae’ and fbcbenejpciai can;fe4uences that hi® 
Wi|»od ibem^. Thejrw^e indeed tot coin- , resulted. Did he' Kttow, that thi 
plicated and too ijnpdnailty to be brou^f yeair*one of grteat lifgflmenlsi and^ he 
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bejUeved, one of the most, successful, in 
&vhur of the com bill was, the benefit 
that it was likely to con^r upon Ireland, 
by affording encouragement to her in¬ 
dustry, and a market for her produce? On 
similar grounds the bill imposing so high 
It duty on foreign butter ..had been intro¬ 
duced and supported. In everj( one, of 
the discussions on agriculttval ^uosUoos, 
the interests of Ireland ha^ been a main 
and importiyit«feature of thecodslderations 
of parliament. It was idle to fioy that 
these things had not been done for the 
people. They had bee;D, done for the,; 
ooantry [Hear, hea|f|3> The neople 
would have their share of the benent.-f 7 lf 
you serve and advice the counts, you 
advance them also- [Heart l^. lum on- 
courage their industry and you protect it 
[Hear!]. If the right hon. and learned 
gentleman had been in his place only last 
nigid, he would have seen that the motion 
respecting the transit duty on f^^reign 
linens, a • motion 'supported,' he womd 
admit, upon no insufficient grtfurfdf, if 
separately viewed, and the .success qi 
which was intimately connected with h^qm 
parts of Great Britain, was yet n^atived 
on the simple ground of the injurious ef¬ 
fect that the repeal wsuld have on the 
numerous and manufacturing population 
of the province of Ulster [Hear, hear!]. 
Those who supported the interests of Ire¬ 
land had not the satisfaction of counting 
the right hon. and learned gentleman’s 
vote ill, their majority on tliat occasion. 
He repeated, no mqn was warranted in 
saying that the interests of Ireland wene 
neglected either by the governgieh( or by 
the House of Commons. Thc'bill intro¬ 
duced by the rigifC’ITon. haroneb'opposite. 
Ill vlliich an hon. and learned relative of 
his, had sharec^ respecting the rights of 
landlords and Jenggts was calculated to 
be productive oT great benefits, and still 
x^re to the tenants than to the proprietors 
oT the soil. .»He had always^ considered 
that one of the gfeatest ^ils. in the situa¬ 
tion of th&Msh peasanGj^sjjflCw out of 
their. ^(Nfhmon {ehancy,,out ofmaf'system 
which'made .the ihliiwitants qf wh.ol&Vil- 
lages parfpem in the sapie leash. The 
landlord ceuld not jbe h;xp^t^ to gtye p 
separate lea^e. and .^hpatiate, possession t# 
every individual tepant, where tlie e^? 
pensp of ejec^enh so .heayjr, as'we 
as every other; pj^.ceeding, t#ertin|j: 

legsl rights. obvloua^wliUt s, djs^ 

courageinent; tp m^p's^ry ar^ td.iqip^ove- 
woQt of .every Itiod l^hw.systein of ocru- 
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pation had created. The House might 
here was nothin^ 

IrisA 


a. > - ^ _ - _ - - 

be satisfied that there was notbiUS could 


be done for the Iri^ peasantry”half so 
good as to assure t^them a'separate and 
independent existence, to teach tlv^m the 
value of comfoit^, almost to increase their 
wants, to create for them di^cstic; wants, 
he would sa]r,'Und thhs to*prevent that 
multiplication of population dnd of jio- 
verty which was inseparable from the, pre¬ 
sent habits of the people. It was aslead- 
ing—indirectly he admittfei^yet as lead- 
ilg to some of these results, that he ap- 
oved df \he bill which was then in pro¬ 
gress thrqugh the House. * 

If he werASot occupying too much of 
die time of the House, he would advert to 
oqe or two* points ^on which-he felt 
gleatly interested. There was one cir¬ 
cumstance which had fre(|:uent|y struck 
him as O^rieyance pnessing upon the 
lower clas^.of the farmers in Ireland, 
and that was>the difficulty wiiich they ex¬ 
perienced ip recovering the debts dub to 
them. By an act passed in 1796, a power 
was given tp the assistant barrister^ to try 
by .civil bill, cases of debt to the amount. 
W ^ Gsqat advantages had resulted 
firpm it.—‘Ji^ihing fcl> more sewi^ely upon 
the lower orders of farmers ‘thto the diffi¬ 
culty ’of thus obtaioing justice, tl^ ex- 
pensel of tybich. before •the superior trin 
bunalii, werp beyond their reach. There 
copld not ben stronger proof of this, than 
tliat fhe number of actions brought 
amounted to above 30,000, and that the 
number tried did not exceed 800: the 
great expense deterred .people from pro* 
SQCuting them. The expense, of prose¬ 
cuting a suit before the aasistatit barrister 
did not exceed a few shillings, and he 
diought it would be p most material be¬ 
nefit conferred upon the people of Ire¬ 
land, extend ihjp Jurisdiction of the as¬ 
sistant barrister Yrom cases of 20?. to 50?.; 
hje aertainl^hodld by hkppy to co-operate 
ih any mea>m;|^,£Ht that purpose. Per^ 
haps he nAgfit be told that we ought to 
wait tintil tde commission now inquiring* 
in* Ireland had made a report to tl^ 
Hou^e of Commons, for this subject doubt¬ 
less would not be passed over by them. 
H^waS not prepm-ed to' say we shoulSnot 
wa^but it was hardly to he conceived 
hg^ great would thebaaeftt of the re* 
eulatioh'^h^ j^p^’etyiggested to him 
tki1b%bh'uM*erabl^ iraarterS. Against it^ 
he*had 'bpver heard but oite objection,' 
namely, t% prejudice that jt would dp' ip’- 
'tbg ri^is of ftfficetp In the shgeilpr 
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courts. With respect to any legitimate 
rights of tiiieirs, padiament would, he was 
sure, do as ^t thol^ht most just: yet, 
Iiowever, he trusted,other right set-up 
woulditand in the way,and the legislature 
would not allow the interests of individuals 
to interfere, i/rcli^ Could be extended to 
the poor and nie wronged. • • • j, i 

Two other points he had almost for- , 
gotten. This might'not be an improper 
time to state them. There w'as a tax 
which pressed upon the lower order ^ 
people in Irelaiid^called the hpuse dut]|; 
it bore no similitude to the house duty^ 
England but in uanie. In England it 
assessment on value; in’^eland it at¬ 
tached only upon houses that were so 
mean and wretched, that they contributed 
in no other shape: it was paid "exclu¬ 
sively by the most indigent of the people. 
No little difficulty arose in c^l^cting it; 
and sometimes, he regretted to say, in the 
reagote and w^ld parts of thfe island, the 
collectors of taxesyvere unable without, 
more than civil assist&hce, to bring it in. 
lie hail already (he believed two years 
since) introduced a bill which relieved the 
lowest a^d vvj-etchedest class from the, 
paymenfW this difty, but if still fell on 
all who paid &h ^annual rent of ton ppiir\ds, 
and ^ trustee) to the concurcence of tlie 
.House when be* proposed to repeal the 
tax altogether. . * i • 
Another relief nd^icli he wished th ex¬ 
tend was, to take off the hearth «mty; it 
would be well to exempt from it any 
liouse not having more than three hearths. 
This would eiul^ce alb the lower orders, 
and he was sure the House would feel plAt- 
sure imexTendii^ this relief to them. And 
then there .was not a direct tax to tlie 
state, to wlicih the Irish peasaiyt would 
subjected. He perc:ei\llKi that there were , 
persons to whom these ^ndulg^n^s did 
not scorn important. Perliaps they were 
not, but he was sifreibat the jj^r peasant 
svould consider tliem aMtHiuyimnce f Hear, 
liearl] ; and at all events, riglk hon. 
'and learned gentleman wouln, he trusted, 
^e from this statement thgt, there was 
every disposition on thc-part of the .go- 
vernpjcnt to concijwtc the people, and to 
relieve them from pressifte plear, keaii!]. 
He was suro these boops would be ac¬ 
cepted grattftiiij-. ^ 

Another subtest had been touched upon 
,by a rigl^t Infn, baronet, on \sKkh'‘*l!fe 
W 011 I 4 say but one word. He expresled* 
■^his speech great and just disa(^pr«bation 
« the remission of the fises imposed uppn* 
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some counties for illicit distillation, be> 
cause the amount of those fines was bo 
great, that they, could not be collected. 
Without entenng into the principle of that 
law, nothing, as the right hon. baronet 
had truly stated, could.be more monstrous 
than to make tt\p magnitude of the guilt a 
plea for impunity. He had heard that 
that subject was likely to be brought be¬ 
fore the House in the present session by 
some of the representatives of the north 
counties. He knew he should .have the 
co-operation of the right hon. baronet to 
»putdown a misehiefmore destructive even 
to the moral hdbffs of the people, than 
any that ever spread amongst them. It 
was not only the vices to whicli it led and 
the habitual violation of the laws, but in- 
Idustry withered wherever it set its foot. 
He would not now however anticipate 
those discussions. * 

He had endeavoured to follow the.i'jght 
hon. and learned gentleman through the 
leading points of his speech. He had ac¬ 
cused his right hoii. friend of wishing to 
enforce the residence of the larfillords in 
Ireland, by a tax upon absentees. His 
right Iwn. friend bad made no such pro¬ 
position ; he had adverted to the fact of 
the absentees, ami lamented it as «nc of 
the evils which had led to the present dis¬ 
tressed state of the country. And here 
he begged leave to say was one of the 
great differences between England and 
Ireland. If there was any one circum¬ 
stance which more than another led to the 
superiority of England over Ireland, it was 
But superiority ot education, but the resi¬ 
dence of gentlemen of landed property 
among t^mir teiiant,^j^l'liose opposite to 
him, he #as sure, woura »»lo his nghtohon. 
friend and himself the justice to aJinit, 
that when an lion, menilicr last year pvo- 
pos«d to extend theamiu)i)grty tax to Ire¬ 
land, they had opposed it on the ground 
I that it would discourage mainly^ the rc^- 
dence of the la^lord in Irffiund, because 
they considcrcrlthc txistence of that tax, 
in EnglantkMfd not in Ireland, as a strong 
inilucement to the landed gentlemen of 
Ireland to reside there. 

Upon these subjects lie should now say 
no more.—Of a desire to fonientf or to 
4cee(f up religious dificrences which had 
been impuied to others lie knew nothing. 
He did kr.o', tluu there wa#in the goyern- 
jiient no suejt mspusition.,’ 'i'c those who 
formed t, it was very jjnjust to ascribe 
such ^ feeling. He sincerely believed 
I that>a mau more impartiftl, mosc pure in 
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his,high office, more gracious in all his 
personal and public acts than the noble 
earl who presided over that government 
did qot exist. Did any man suppose that 
bis right hon. friend near him was capable 
of being swayed bj' any such partial con¬ 
siderations in the discharge of his public 
duty? For himself, he could declare, that 
he would never have continued still less 
with the^cordiality and aSectioi^ which he 
haddotfe, asnember of any administration 
which could so far forget what it‘Owed to 
rile sovereign and his people. He was 
sorry that the authority of^be right hon. jj 
gentleman was lent to SJtharge so unde¬ 
served. ' He repeated that he should 
cheerfully vote for the amendment of his 
right hon. friend. If'in so d6ing he thought 
he could be considered as pronouncing orf 
the Oatholic question, or indeed pro¬ 
nouncing upon afny one of the great ques- 
tions»of policy which might iiftect his coun¬ 
try, he should, however painful it might 
be, dissent from tlmt amendment ;jf he 
thotight it calculated to prevent 'inquiry, 
he should vote against it; but convinced 
as he was that it could produce full infor¬ 
mation on the present state of Ireland^ 
and that it would not prevent any inquiry 
whicl* might be hereafter called for, he 
liopcd the ma jority of the House would 
giviyt their suppoit. 

Mr. Damon said, he had no*ideaUiat 
the evils under which Ireland laboured 
were to be healed by the panacea of a 
single measure. The black catalogue of 
her calamities was too numerous to admit 


[“Cathdlic emancipation. A few Catliolics 
might be conciliated, but the great major 
rity would ^ilL rem^ und§r the inriu-' 
ence of priests and^gitators. lie con¬ 
cluded with signifying that he should vote 
for the amendment. 

Mr. Grattan expressed* {(is high satis- 
ifactioRwith fnany of the pointsavhich had 
been so fully, candidly, and impartially dis • 
cussed by the right hon. gentleman oppo¬ 
site. The question before.the House was, 
li&said, of vast importance, altld it certainly 
\^8 an objqct worthy of ahe British legisla- 
twe to point out, in a calm, dispassionate 
A^ncr, such means as would renovate 
the exhausted state of that country. Th« 
question now before the House was un- 
dq^bte,dly complicated in its natui’e; but 
still it appeared capable of being* reduced 
under a few heads, to which he should 
shortly ad^o^t. The firfet was, the dis¬ 
union of Cafliolics and Protestants; the 
second ^vasj 'fhe huancial distress of Ire¬ 
land; 3dly,«it8 comnjjercial and agricul¬ 
tural distress; and 4’ihly, the existence of 
insurrection in various parts of the* coun¬ 
try. And, lirst, with regard tp the dis- 
!,union between Catholic and Prptestant- 
Here the mdin object*was, {o^dDtain the 
identifveation. of interests., Tn order to 
this, you must put anr and t(\ religio'»dis- 
union, for no mhn could'say.’tliat where* 
there was exclusive religion, there 
could be ai/ identifitJation of interests. 
Secon^y, with regard to the financial 
distress of Ireland, it was undeniable 
that it was almost beyond conception. 


of one specific remedy. He spoke of thfe | Her expenditure had buUhot her means, 
advantages whicli Ireland possassed in the ^ fdt* she had a debt of one In^dred anti 
fertility of its soil., temperature of its fifty millions, burthened with an interest 
clin^Ble, its nuialdfous harboursf and the ; of seven millions, while her revenue did 
physical capacities of its people; and yet j 4 ot exceed six miliions; so that for the 
its history had been an almost continued ; maintenance of ’fier establlslimcnts she 
series of revi>lut.' yr& >and misfortunes, •with : had alr^futcly lathing. Difficult as this 
the exception of that brilliant period when situation was, he did not despair of Us 
lipr parlidment was rendered illustrious by b^iftg relieVd. He would suggest, therc- 
tiie 4)rilliant eloquence 4^' riie right hon. fore, such a iW^wftri^tiiTangement between* 
gentleman opposite,^(Mi^Grattan). He the two coiJjj?ries as would enable both to 

c<yitribute wtheir mutual relief. Thirdly,* 
with regard tfi the commercial distresses 
of Ineiand, he acknowledged they were 
great, but he considered them as result¬ 
ing from the 'sudden and violent change 
On that‘head, therc- 


He 

I'egretted as one great cauisMftf'the evils 
under owhich Ireland laboured, the gssi- 
duity of a hand of agitators, who worked 
upon tlie bigotry of the people, and also 
on their passions hy a licentious eloquence. 

As a resident in that country, he ha^ wifr ' from war to peace, 
nessed their baneful effects. In the coun- j f»re, het was not inclinedWtWspond. As 
ty Miliich he l%d tlie honqur to represent, ' the most eil^ctuahtneans < 01 * relieving those 
they had becn'jbut too siiccpsful.in di% j dMrtsaes, Ireland should ‘receive, a con-, 

six. AMvl Tyas ... 4 A m A 


the Protestant, 
m asserting, that 
jit tic woi4d be ^ined by what was colled 


joining the Catliplic and 
He had little hesitation 


’stdhfc preference over foreigners in the 
British market. Thus* it appeared to hidT**^ 
tltat all the threo Jiirahcbes of difficulty of 
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which he had spoken might in time beJ dition* «nd eventually apply to them an 
“removed.. With refiipect to.^the agitation effectual remedy. With respect to' the 
which exist^ in Xtyand, by' a good admi- motion itself, tljic debate upon it bad, he 
nistration orthe go^rnment it mighty ua< repeated, been conducted with the utmost 
questionably be curca., It was of a tem- temper. No disposition had been evipce4 
porary, not of a'permh^nt nature. It in any quarter' to aggravate tbc existing 
was disgrac^l, Imt-it was an eruption of evils; and the ^ecences between the two 
the skin, xma did not Imm the* propositions before the House did not ap* 

blood. It ought to bf put^dovmny the, pear to him to be of a nature which forbad 
law; and although Hn^a fceb c^ntry an them from b^ing reconciled. He trusted 
effervescence of that nature could not be that the ri]^ht,hon. baronet, jfhe'^was not 
so seedily subdued as in a despotic oo^ perfectly satisfied that there was aomeaub* 
try. it would be nqore effectually so in stantial benefit to be derived from adber- 
end. Above all, never let the* govern* Jng to his prepositihn which would not 
meat put itself in the wrong, but result from tbtf ideptiou^of the amend- 

get, that the very crimian*who sufiered ment of his right hpn. firlend, would set 
under the infliction of the law should allow the exam'pie of unanimity in .this the first 
the excellence of the constitution under stage of the disqussibn of the state of Ire> 
which he was punished. ' From thd peace *‘land, and that he would not press the 
which had been concluded over the whole House to a division, unless he felt that 
world he looked for great a^s^tage to there was a great practical difference in 
• Ireland. Ireland had suffer^ much by the two propositions. For his owa part, 
the.war. Her debt had increased to .an he w^ persuaded,, tbst his right hon. 
enormous amount. . Her taxfs were hea- friend'had laid the dply true* and prac- 
vier than she could Ifear. She had as- tical 'gl^und on which the House ought 
sistedlGreat Attain in carrying Europe to proceed^ Had his right hen. friend 
. through the chaos .in which she had been contended that the state of Ireland was 
involve^ * and jt now became thg duty 'SUch ag riot to render any parliamentary 
Great En^in to uSb every means of alle- eonsideratiori necessary; had he maintain- 
viating ber^ distress, and to identify ,the ed that it ought to bq dismissed altc^fther 
inie{g^ts of the'twq countries, from the thoughts of that House; had he 

• Lord Cd^/ere/ngd. said,* thet painful as asserted that the government of Ireland, 
the contemplation of the stats of Ireland having t^en provided with vigorous^iaws, 
must be to every well-wishec to the'pros- and armed with'a large force, to carry 
perity of the British empire, it ti^s gra- those laws into effect, should be left Jo its 
tifying to witness the tone and temper own operations, unfettered with any par* 
with whirih the subject had been discussed liamentary deliberations on tbe subject, 
on both sides of* the House. The right then he should have felt that the right 
hon. gentleman ^ho had just spoken, had hon. baroqet’s proposition stood on a mm 
on thi^ a^on all former occasions, infused foundatiuh. friend 

into his observations that spirit of mode- went aloag with tne^NlIif hon. barouet in 
ration by which alope a discus^on so dif- the assertion, that the state of Ireland was 
iicult cpuld be conddeted ‘ without the, a case of inquiry; he went along with him 
. danger of injurious cqftsequencesj^ The in the assertion, tbaj^mj^hat state there 
right hon. gentleman had on this, as on were evi)s to which the the wisdom of 
ail former occasions,«looked ^the q«^-. parliament might apply a remedy. With 
^ion before the UouauiHg(l^m statesman- a view to thevo^ideration af this reme^, 

. like eye. The temporary df^cuUies and his right hon. rnend*lib!l proposed an ad- 
“misfortunes of Ireland bad^not induced dress t,o ShfcCrowq for tWt information 
turn to despair of her ultipiate .prospe- on which Ae remedy ww.to be fipunded. 
rity. On a former subject the (right He* hoped, therefore^ that the right hon. 
hoa..gentieman had ‘shotTn himself to be baronet wciuld consider the importance of 
a true prophet. - By the'eivil exer|ion6 of unanimity, and accede to his right hon. 
the empire, .and, under^ the protection of ^ieifd’s amcadtn,i^,t., Nptbing could be 
providence,«4;^be vigour of oip: arm^, conceived less deilrable than that a dis- 
we had surmomtlied th& ext^nai dangers union of srr^iment!' fjioul^ be raani^sted 
.to irbich we had been exposed,. ^ith r^nuct tbihe svibj^ct under (inside- 

now ti^ted^ with the right hon. genhe-^ ration. ' ' . ' » 

‘^n^j^tratiihe wisdom of parliairient.would To„what did the difl^rence of the two 

thce^lfc ^6 evilj of fliur intern^ «(»-* proposUiona amrfwt ? U qiwly jpart, 
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in tbe practical part of the hon. barondt's ever hcn. gehl^men tpiglit be at variance 
proposition, he was in unison with his right on other ptmical questions, no one had, 
non friend; but tbe right hon. baronet , attempted to assert trat the noble lord at 
then proceeded to assure the Crown, that the'head of the Irnh government had 
as soon as the required information should wielded the autlipHty entrusted to him ia 
be produced, tbe House would-proceed to any other w^ than |hat which was wholly 
talfe it into consideratiodf and to found consistent,wi|h an eifeiflpllry^iscbarge ut' 
upon it such mesBures as might to them ’his dut^l^ards those whom heKvas i^led 
seem best calculkted to remedy the exist- ’on to gdyem. Tbespresent lord lieute- 
ihg evils! Now, nothing tniuid be less nant of Ireland had been compelled to put 
necessary than luch an assurance. How in force tbe laws enacted fnripe particular 
could it be doubted, that when pafliament oiRumstances in which Ireland was now 
cMied for information on any subject, it ^paced: .but he (lord *Castlereagh} had 
was for the purpose o( fopbding on that n^r heard the slightest animadveinion 
information some tinlriDr proceeding! on\hat A'qble, lord’s cooduct, and had 
Hie assurance, therefore, that the House never* heard it imputed to him, that he' 
would do so was totally unnecessary. |f, had exercised the power thus givenjto him 
by the assurance, the right bon. baronet, wilhoUS tempering it with as large a per¬ 
meant to convey an impression to the tion of mercy as w'as consistent with ren«> 
Crown, and to the people of Ireland, that dering its ^ercise eifectqal with*respect 
the House was prepared to countenance to the objRt. for which it was aifiirded. 
some *particular measure, he (lord.Cas- The principle .of his government had been 
tlereagh) had no h^^sitation in avoicflig ii to administer the laws wisely, temperatdy, 
to be his opinion, that such a doc||ratmn, and liberally’to the^ people at large, and 
whidli circumstances would, perhaps, ntrt indulgently even to those 1^ #honi they 
allow the House to follow up, was most had been violated. It must be equally 
unwise. He was the more disposed to satisfactory to those interested ii> the fate 
resist such a gratuitous pledge, bdeause, of Ireland to pbserve, that the gcdtlcmea 
experience had shown the futility of it. on the other side, diiTering a3..%ey did iit 
The Hbuse would well rOiiolIect, that in a politics* from’ himself, and those who 
former session, in a discussion on the Ca- tboi^ht and deted with hipi, ^ct>borl1^vi- , 
tholicszlaims, th^ came to a general dc- dence to the^dispositiim manifested in tlie 
claration, in the form bf a vesofution, that discussitHis- in parliam^M, to look at the 
early in the next session, they would pro- interest* of Ireland, with partial and Itbe- 
cecd to take those claims into considera- rat eyes. In fact, no policy was capable 
tion,>with a view to their conciliatory ad- of more distinct recognition in parliament, 
justment. It did happen, however, that, than the desire to raise. Ireland in the 
when that session arrive'd, dreumstances' scB|e of the empire, in point of wealth and 
occurred which induced the Htiuse not comfort. He was fully persuaded that 
to carry their inte^lfstolnto effect. He the people of Ireland mighb be made a 
stated* this the nfore freely, because, as well-informed and moral people.’ Even at 
was well known to the House, he was a present thei)- raindstvei^ much better cul- 
warm friend of that measure, to the adop- riveted than those who did not know them 
tion of which the i>a»)lution to which he appeared dispostU to admit; for it vTas 
had alluded^ had in a great degree pledged moft^untru.vthat the Irisl\ were in such ft 
pariiatnent.* He was firmly of opinion state*of utt^gno raqce as that in which . 
that aftjtdescenfie in tjie Catholic claims they bad be|i^T§iqu^tly represented tft 
would mainly tei^ t6 tranquillize Ireland, be. He conoirred with the right hon. 
But the ekpariande of that evdfr)^induced gentleman opposite in thinking those were^ 
him to .#mt to avbid any general pledges wrong who coitaidered the people of Ire-' 
which might in tbdlr consequences com- , land Ca be general^ uq^ducated. It 
promisO, or 'appear to compromise,, the not true that the^were a-emarkably ddfi- 
&ith of parliament,. A Icienf in Intellectual knowledge., He could 

It was a great ,sathits()^pn to him, end ftake upon himself to say, jj^s^ by no • 
it must be a'^eat Satisfaction fhe 'means a correct charactefpfthem* So 
House* to ob^^e, Chat whatever, difiTe- &r^^his experielfce weiri, they were 
rendes of opinion nilght exist* on Other *ratber tWreverse of thy. He spoke prin- 
parft of the subject, there was but one cipyfty of the north of Irdand, where 
sentiment with le^ct to the temper*and , popuIattftD, fm from bcang vueb as bad 

cooduct of the trih govethment. Hoir- ’ bsett koppoaed, wal that he knm? no 

* 1 
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country in which the inh^itants were- 
more intelligent. iThe knowledge which 
‘he spoke ofwas nofl^onfioed to the higher 
or mhldling ranks society, but efoso- 
lutely pervaded all dasaes ; extending 
even to the lowest. 

On all tftbsd qiiestiona wliich were inti¬ 
mately ccxinoctetl with the welfitffliof Ire-* 
landi his majesty’*Sfc mlnist^ ^far from* 
wishing to avoid, w^ere anxious to enter 
upon the mgsfe ample discussion. Thejf 
were desirous that every tiling of iropw^ 
ance to the sister .kingdom* should tie 
carefully investigated, but they wishcdjpe * 
propositions submitted to tjiem*to be-m a 
^ess general nature. It was* their earnest 
hope that all those qiicstions,in which Ire¬ 
land was greatly interested would '.be 
brought forward singly, that they might 
be tborbughly understood, rec^ve the un¬ 
divided attention of the Uprfse, and be 
discussed with a view to some practical 
resplt. Nothing grieved him more than 
to see the affairs ef^^reland* brought be¬ 
fore the House by a motion so general in 
its nature, that they could only be treated 
■ historically, instead of bein^ so fully in¬ 
vestigated as to prpinise a practical remedy 
to the grievances which were alleged to 
exist. While* he admitted those griev- 
ah0R to .be considerable, he*must still re¬ 
mark thatjt gave him pain to see that ex¬ 
aggerated view Mken of tlifem ilT .which 
some gentlemen I'^ere disposed tc^indulge 
themselves. In some instances he had re¬ 
marked a disposition to suppose those 
miseries were constantly to be endured 
throughout tli» whole country, which had 
never a^C/ited hut a part of it, and which, 
however greatT were not greater than had 
been knotV'n at various periods in oth,er 
civilised countricsf wj^ose case had, net- 
withstanding, been fat from .deiiperate: 
Disturbances as alanfliiig as tlx^e com¬ 
plained of in Ir^and, had bu^ few years 
^ ago existed in son fe of thg^countles.-of 

* England which wei'Jfgewi^^ among the 
best affected and the mosto/wrly.' If the 
cliaracter of England had been taken from 

•‘the state those countries were in at the 
period to which he referred, wouW that 
liave been just to't'lie jBountry at large? 
At that time, from the disturbed? stdte of 
. several c o5nties , it had been his painful 
duty to comejjEtown to parlj^pient and pro- 
pose certain ^stl-ong measures to rgpj^ss 

• those. disorders which at that-;1^ oc-( 
^curred. With as much reasop as Ireland 
•vwas now describfid to be generally in n 

state of disorganization,* mi^ht a forei^er 
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then have left that House, after hearing 
those statements which it had become ne¬ 
cessary to make, with an impression that 
Englishmen were a race of barbarians, 
whom nothing but extreme rigour could 
restrain, and whose ^situation was such, 
that their case diust be viewed as hopeless 
for all time to come. Would such repre¬ 
sentations of the state of this country have 
been just i Certainly they woultfnot; and 
those representations wbltli* we^e some¬ 
times ptit forth of the present distress and 
future prospects of Ireland were not mofe 
entitled to intplicit credenob, than would 
these have been *of the then situation of 
England. 

lie would repeat it, the government, 
faV'from being indispbsed to avoid the dis¬ 
cussion of questions connected with Ire¬ 
land, were most anxious to meet tlium 
singly, that they might* be fully debated. 
When gentlemen thus should bring them 
forward, and when t|ie details could be 
gonq ipto, it would be seen tlfat iniiiisttT.s 
would not fail t^ give their best attchiiou 
to them, and be constantly rehdy to en¬ 
courage the prosecution of the inquiry. 
They*were particularly eager to sanction 
*and assist an investigation of that most 
important branth of the subject—the 
finances of Ireland. On that great ques¬ 
tion whjch had excited such univergai in¬ 
terest in this pountry—on the claims of 
the Catholics to emancipation, k was no 
secret that there were great differences of 
opinion in the cabinet. But, however op¬ 
posite the views which the members of 
•the government took of that question, in 
one poin^ at least, they were all agreed— 
they h^ never a«jy^ection to its being 
brouglif’ into discussion^ nor to stat^ their 
several opinions on it, whatever these 
might be. It was with sincere regret, that 
oU*the subject of th«-Catholic claims, he 
found himself compelled to differ from 
those with whom he had the ^Icasurc^ as 
well as the hotiour, to,act f but he,<ticver- 
theless, did nut hesftate to say, openly and 
manfuilyf^ he conceived it was the duty 
o^. each of bis majesty’s ministers to do, 
what were his feelings on this disputed 
point of policy. He did consider it would 
be^ most auspicious event for England, 
when, from the state of public feeling in 
this country being such, as to prepare Uie 
way for Uiati great* medsure had 

bcen<s.» in contemplathm, those pri¬ 
vilege! coi'ld be extended to the Oatbmic 
subjects of. this realm, in which they so 
ardently desired to parti(»pate« He should 
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rej«ice when the time arrived that this [ per must b« formed on the side of the .j 

S iestion might thus be met, and when Catholics. ' When they were disposed 19 
at emancipation which had been claimed adopt such regtiiatiu/s as wore necessary 
could be conceded on those grounds on to calm the^pprehetmons of their .fellow 
which he had always contended it ought subjects in En|^d, but which at the 
to be granted. He certainly did think, to same time were hbt in any respect at va> 
carry our administratiod* on in Ireland riancewitb^tlie.{il^neiples(tf tifeirrdtigion; 
with a high hand, it was necessary that we *whentlijl|^‘ ^!iVieLd' a ^sposititfo to con- 
should Ijft ourselves wholly nbove all the *ciliate, e(Rl^i.thali t(v4!futrage and intitni- 
prejudices arising out of the religion of date, he‘should be* as he always had been, 
those lor whole happiness and protection an advocate for emancipaticyi; but when 
we were bound to provide. It w&s not by rlu reverse of this appeared i*n their con- 
Ihe princip^ of their religion that we diet, he jcould be no friend to the measure 
ought to regulate our jdgislatiooj He* time. ^ 

hoped we' should ristl^nvo the little ap- * the motion submitted to the House 
prehensions which might at present be by the right *hon. baronet, he could not 
entertained, and which he trusted but object. ^If he voted for the original 

rience would one day put down. Tna^ addresf, he, thought he should do that 
prejudice vanquished, by giving the Ca- which would cause expectations to be 
tholics the emancipation which they cherished that might not be real'tsed. If 
claimed, we sho&ld allay much of the irri- hopes shcZ&^thus be excited, which were 
tatioTi which we had at present to lament afterwards to be disappointed, to the ' 
was in existence, ^nd thus gain an im- many misforlunes of Ireland would -be 
tnense increase of national strength.. He added one of thosq pajlst to be dreaded, a 
did*not see that that danger was to be an- new agitation and disturbance in the pub- 
ticipated*fi'om acceding to tbe prayer of lie min'd. With this impression he could 
the Catholics, which some thought they not support the motion of the right hon. ’ 
could clearly discover. If the concessions •baronet,«buC must gi]fe his votgifor the 
made in their favour should be attempteci amendment of his right hon.,fri^nJ, which 
to bfPabused, it must bb seen that their he thought would better answer the pur- 
strength was not sufficiently great to en- pose the right hon., baronet, hap in<oI<eAr, 
able.them to shake the whole falsie of our than'the motion'itself.- ' 
constitution, and the efibr( must inevitably Mr.-d^onsinby thought it was Incumbent 
be successfully repressed. He had always upon npnisteil^ to afford the House such 
comidered the risk which would thus be information on the state of Ireland, as 
run so small, when compared with the im- should explain the circumstances which 
mense advantages and the vast increase of induced them to call on parliament for an 
strength likely to result from it, when th% army of more than ^',''^00 men; and 
public mind should' be prepai^d for the wfiiich justihed them in the ass^fjtion, that 
measure, that it weiglltf d little in,his mind nothing but the presence of such a mili- 
agaj}ist the polidjn'e recoinmenSed. He tary force could preserve Ireland to tliis 
was, notwithstanding, of opinion, that the country. rThe address called, as it ought 
Catliolic question ought not to be made a ‘to do. for information on the causes of 
government question. It would be a^is- the prSent situsrtiiM of things in Ireland; ■ 

fortune for the question itself, for the em- it desired the Crown to give that infor- 
pire at large, and the Catholics above all, mliTion whur^it was i4ie wuty of ministers 
if itfwere to be nyide one; *or if it were to enable it V- which would * 

attempted to be carried, before the public bring beford'^&e House {he nature, extent, ^ > 
mind had been well prepa't^ftl for that and causes of those circumstances on 
change in our system which lie cont^m- which the statvments ministers had thought- 
plated. At present the state of public hi tol offer were founded, and on account 
feeling was certainly not such as could be of which, they Had hbt^ scrupled to .4n* 
wished for the reception of such a ^^a- mand large military force to watch over 
sure. He was of opinkm it had been fast Ireland in time of. peace. This was the^ 
growing to the point which he could wish charactfU' of^the motion df'wife right hon.* 
it to reach, bht he thought it had been baronet;—npw, what wa£4he amendment 
dashed by the'<<emper which,*liad unhapf i oif t^b “-right hon. gentleman whipb tbe . 
pMy been manifested on tlie other side of: Hdbse had been called upon to adopt la¬ 
the water. Before the relief which they Lsfead ef it? The amendment pn^posed*' ’ 
fvayed could b^graiued, a difieraat teni> fthat the Crown idto^id be prayed tu tell 
(VOL.XXSV.) . t (F) •• 
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the House by papers which t|e right hon. 
gentleman was wlUing td My on their 
table, what ^ad b^n tbtf;|iB|!are and ex¬ 
tent of the disturbmce Wjifm had pre¬ 
vailed ; and doing thihjbf^l House %ou1d 
only be informed point 

of fact, thdy' Mread^''I^^/^U^'''which 
every map mighty read^^jM: TOM wfaimon ' 
neiVsnaper; at le»«vin where 

the offenders had been punisliea^ the law. 
The right hoi\.. gentleman merely proposed 
to give papers on subjects which conM 
1)0 longer be supposed to be secaet. Tbelfe 
was^indeed, a time when the docume^s 
which he was now disposed, to* prodoK* 
night have had some intefest. Before 
the parties to whom they preferred had 
been brought to trial, they might hgye fur¬ 
nished some information of material im¬ 
portance, but now, as he had already said, 
they could tell ‘the House jKfihing but 
what it already knew. 

The right- hon. gentleman bad*said, it 
would not be wise how, to proceed to in¬ 
quire generally into the state of Ireland. 
It was-for the House to consider whethra* 

' this declacation was well founded, and also 
to refleq^ whether pny man boukl have a • 
right to saj^ .the condition of that counffy 
was likely pm-manently to improve, if some 
cbtmi^ w.pfe,not effected in its general 
‘system. Oh thal great' question, which 
most materially clff?cted the hstppiness and 
tranquillity of Irefffnd, the ^ousq, would 
feel it a duty to bear^in mind what they 
bad that night heard from two of his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers, who, in this instance, 
were diametrically opposed to each other. 
The chiefj^ecretar)' for Ireland had sail!, 
after giving his.»best attention to the sub¬ 
ject, he was conscientiously of opinion^ 
that the granting of w^at w.as•called Ca¬ 
tholic emancipation, would be a step most 
inimical to the intercst#oiii£nglandr The 
noble lord oppo»te, bis. maj^ty’s chief 
secretary of stare ftr foreigoimflairs, SAd- 
‘the minister of tl‘,e mm that House, 

^ had said of the measure sojiftiuch feared 
* by the chief secretary for Ireland, thai;of 
all others it would be thas which must 
prove most beneficial to this codntry. 
Hojv was it to be Jbkpeeted that Ireland 
could be tranquil and Imppy unHdlr a go¬ 
vernment thus diw'ded. in itself? How 
could the pSOptfr of that country»rest sa- i 
tisiied while thfeyVrere bold b*y,one of tjjgir 
. rulers, jthat the measure which thay^iirat 
anxiously sighed for was one which 4as‘ 
only just and desirable as if regardicAi, 
tltem, but even presSbd far its adoption4Ht 
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one of the best that could possibly be^'e- 
sorted to, with a view' to the general wel¬ 
fare of the empire;—and when the right 
hon. gentleman, who execrated much of 
the patronage and influence of the Crown 
in Ireland, told them that he differed from 
his noble colleaghe, and viewed the mea¬ 
sure in (question as one likely to be most 
• injurious in ite effects ? How was it pos¬ 
sible for a,, peopM thus circumstanced to 
be tranquil, when the nolffe lord excited 
their hopes by expressing himself decidedly 
in favour of that arrangement which wai 
‘the object of*tj)eir wishes;—and when 
immediately after,* the right hon. gentle¬ 
man, who had a principal share in^^he ad¬ 
ministration of their affairs, dashed those 
lio^es, and gave them to know that all the 
weight of his influence would be thrown 
into the scale against their obtaining the 
relief they wanted ? It' was impossible 
that any people on the face of the t?arth 
who were thus treated^ could he quiet. 

HisLtjght hon. ftiend, the mbmber for 
Dublin, had said, he did not despail of 
our affairs in Ireland, and did hot doubt 
but n great improvement would be effected 
in the condition of the people. He cal¬ 
culated on -seeing the present grievances 
in an identifleatibn of interests, anti ex¬ 
pected the financial difficulties and com¬ 
mercial distress, now complained of, )%ould 
be soon got ovqr (as he regarded them 
but as evils of a temporary nature), and 
the evils now most severely felt removed, 
when the insurgents or banditti, as he bad 
not improperly styled them, who now dis- 
furbed the peace*'of Ireland,' were put 
down. But what prospect was there of 
seeing the fat:e of ttufigs thus auspiciously 
changed? Was there'TRason to suppose 
any approach to “ identification,” while 
the right hon. secretary considered catho¬ 
lic temancipatioD would prove most in¬ 
jurious to the interests of the empire, in 
direct opposition to the sentimedls of tl|o 
noble lord. Mr. Ponsqnby* said, htf” did 
not wish on this^ccation to enter into the 
question o^the catholic claims. He had 
DO (jieiire to take up the time of the House 
by deviating from the'question before it; 
but it was impossible for him to speak of 
the |[rievance§ aad ^stdrbances of Ire- 
fand, Without mentioning the want of 
catholic emancipation as the first on tha 
list, as the tuuBb important ih point qfprin- 
4 ;i{)le as It in policy, and as one of the 
chief causes of the difisians which existed 
in that unhappy country. 

It*had been said, the ifilitarja arrange- 
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inet^ts made for Ireland were but tempo* 
rary, and that the force called for, bad 
been demanded but for «one year, lie 
apprehended it was intended to keep it 
up so long as the necessity for maintaining 
such an army existed; so long as the 
causes of the vote now required, should 
continue to operate.. Hc'^ondemned, as 
much as any man could do, aome of the 
late prodhedings in Ireland, j'he conduct 
of a portion, o^ the Catholics, ne held io 
be most unwise, abd^most injurious to the 
cause of which they proclaimed them¬ 
selves the advocates. Bue while he thus 
censured the conductjtrfWbich he alluded, 
he felt li^self called upon to say, , that if 
those to whom the administration of Irish 
affairs were entrusted meant to act like 
statesmen, they would not, on this ac-’ 
count, refuse any thing that could be 
sately conceded to the reasonable part of 
the Isish community. If they meant to do 
so, in consequence of the intemperate 
proceedings of some of the Catliolics^ they 
woidd never succeed in tranquillii^g Ire* 
land—never—never—never! Uniesssome* 
thing were done to meet the wishes bf the 
great body of the people, it was only by a 
military force that Ireland could be pre^ 
served. If nothing were granted, the 
army which it was now proposed to keep 
up, must still be maintained; and how 
long the circumstance| of the world would 
be such as to put it m otir power to do 
this, he would leave the House in their 
wisdom to determine. 

On tbes.ubject of grand juries, he wish¬ 
ed to observe, that in the committee for* 
merly appointed, he. had suggested that 
for the due administration of'j^ustice in 
Ireland, it was dft'irame that tlie office of 
shefiif, as a political office, ought to be 
put an end to. He bad long entertained 
this opinion, and was much gratifii^ to 
find the right hon. secretary for.Ireland 
acquiesced in this view of the subject, 
liiai right bon. gentleman liad stated 
much mischief to have arj^sen from a mea¬ 
sure having for its object the* separation 
of the office of sheriffi from *^olitics not 
having been brought forward before.. This 
was unquestionably trup<b*it.was most true 
that this had been one o^the greateirt 
evils in that country. , He Itad lived^long 
enough in Ireland to know tbe grievances 
desc^ed as arising from,this sonree had 
not been awer*$tated. Mow that ,a con- 
stitutional alteration was mSde with re¬ 
spect to this office, he hoped a cliaqge for 
Ute bettfr wo^d be ‘expedencea>-he 
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hoped the r|gulations which had been 
made would pfrme eftectual. The sherifi' 
would, he trpstqd, be the tipie to com^‘ 
the ministci^f'law arju justice only, aim 
not tliO ^instnli^lll^, Of any particular 
ministry^ '^^he^]%|p^whic|) bad hereto¬ 
fore abtlfi^ted^Mi. ih’Trelatid in 

favovLt,^.^^ ^ that minitttcr were 
«uch, iqi^nO a^qu^ idea could be 
formed dlfj^iiein in'tbis country, and the 
result of tiiem bad been tl^t those placed 
inuyiat office had been consldutly found 
e^rting ^al] their influ^ce—not for the 
'benefit of the country—but for the ^ad- 
Vhi^ge of. the person or party, to whom 
they were defotedly attached. • 

It had been said, that it would be diffi¬ 
cult to eifeef a reform in the magistracy 
of Irela’nd; he perfectly agreed witli this 
assertion. It would be difficult to*etfect a 
reform, bfiV, nevertheless* this was that 
which ought to be accomplished. He was 
of opinidn, thAugh a work of toil, it miglit, 
and he was.sure it oyght to be accom¬ 
plished. He wouId*^er a few further ob¬ 
servations on this subject, whicli was in 
some degree connected with wliat he had • 
jttten^ed to do in the office wl/ich he 
once had thc^ honour th hold. \?hen the 
question on it was first raisgd,'hnd a com¬ 
mittee appointed to inquire igto it, hii>.J»od 
expressed a hope that there M^uid be a *' 
full attandailce, not merely of Ifish, but of 
Engli^Ij^ members. Tfris lie hud thought 
a step of great importance; and he did 
not believe what had been lately done 
with respect to the sheriifs of Ireland, had 
been advanced so mudlrtjy any circum¬ 
stance, as by that of the full attendance 
of English members, which had bi'eu ob¬ 
tained. He thought these .discussions 
dji the state of Ireland did great good, 
.inasmuch as they .dad the effect of giving 
those ^hfi atteij^cil tlieni, information re¬ 
specting that country, of which they were 
n.o^ posselsed before ;'^and from their 
becoming a^^uniiuaikwim the manner in* 
which the laH(^as there4dministcrcd, they 
were led to feel anxious that those arrange- ' 
ments should l^ke place, which hocontended 
were mf great importance to the well-being 
of the country; l^Tien he hud the lionopr to 
tlm great seaKor Ireland, lie hud found 
that the Catholics^wei^, in pwint ut fact, 
exclude^ from many m tW?.: jffices whicit 
they were eligible lo, fill Jjy law. He iuid 
fiTuddljiat a‘Catholic geotlSman Wd.'- never, 
ch«sen Ibr a magistratenot oiily the 
office qf sheriff, hut even diat of a justice* 
'o£.thepe»ce wa&m^iably given to the 
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friends of those who had political power. 
Such a state of things Jie l^d viewed as 
• :jliat which ought dbtto exists a complete 
change he had fel\ musl'Imt effected in 
Ireland, and all idea. *1 offi¬ 

cers of justicp subcer^iSil^lw p««,l%al pur¬ 
poses/he wu's isaWs^fited.tMffihtoie |^ ,at an 
end. Otj looking thei 

tnagistracy, he hai^^omilh' td W^any thing, 
but what it ouglit to htfv6beeji>.^'He found 
among the magistrates Wie who had been 
a waiter at ^*litile inn, and wh(^e bffiqut 
bad been to wait behind the cb^rs of Ipe 
grand jury, over whom he' was Subse-* 
quently chosen to preside. . He /fall 
(found several cases in som5 ^espedts simi¬ 
lar to that just alluded to, and to those he 
had tiTuugiuit his duty to sujfply a remarry. 
He had tried to effect a general "reform, 
and he bad undertaken so arduous a task 
in this wayhe first wrote t^very privy 
counst'llor and peer in the lungdona, re- 
qupsting eagh to point out th him'without 
regard to any poKtical or party feeling, 
any magistrate knotkn to them, against 
whose! uontinuunce in office any fair ob- 
jectioii could lie. Acting on this principle, 
the inlq^matiui] which he obtained, enable^, 
him 10 *ef^ct sonfe import&nt cbdnges. 
He had onty bpen able to apply t^is jpJan 
t»^o c^ui^ies, before be,retired wm 
office. Enough,* however, had been done, 
to show that a general refofm might be 
cdected, and oughf* to be accomplished, 
at the first favourable raomenf. - He 
hoped that duty would be taken upon 
himselfby the noblelord whonow|beld that 
great seal for Ireiatid, and he dotted not 
his efforts* would be crowned with succels. 
He weulJ "certainly find many difficulties 
were to be eiicountered; and he would 
be placed ip situations in which jt would 
almost impossible to afoid giving offence, 
to tlio-e whom he mt#st^f neCestity be 
most unwilling to ofiend; but these things 
he was sure, woulQ have ho ofiifSrt on that 
•individual's miiuv aashe jgtKild feel that 
nothing was so important ns4.p go through 
•with ihe ereat duty in question, and eflec- 
Uially purify the magistr-icypf Ireland. * 
really of the evils whiffh had been|(X)m- 
plaiocd of ill the sisier kipgdom, were said 
to ari'C 'rom the fl^iint of a rcsidenUgeqj;ry 
in irekiiid. • He knewjiot howto speak 
tm this su!<t*'‘<^wuhout touching on a 
questioi* o't ‘i^ycli liad^tilwayB been 
^ most aijXioiis rb preserve silence. WhBli- 
ever hAi i'.e.iogs might have beelTbefere* 
“tjm measure to wti;ch he alludal lyid be- 
t^e the law of th#<g|al8J,—when it hpd i 
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once passed, he wished it not to be.dis- 
turbed; but, certainly, if he were to dwell 
on any of its injurious consequences, he 
must name the absence of a resident 
gentry as one of them; for this he con¬ 
ceived to be one of the consequences 
which had naturally flowed from the union. 
But the right hon. secretary had said, to 
induce the House to reject the motion of 
the right hos. baronet, that the'object of 
if Would ue completely answered by the 
amendnnent which had offered in its 
stead ; and the noble lord bad said, (with 
the same object in view), that ministers 
would be read^’if the present general 
niofions were abandoned or thrq^n out, 
to'bear and discuss any motion that might 
be brought forward on any particular 
grievance complained of. The noble lord 
wished propositions to remedy specific 
evils to originate on that Mde of the House. 
What was this but to express a wish on 
the part of ministers to abandon the duties 
of government, to thefr opponents> In no 
othe#<'fight could he view a proposkion 
coming from the minister of the Crown, 
that those opposed to him sbouM bring 
fdrwaiid those measures which they thought 
would be properly applied to specific griev¬ 
ances, promising for himself and his col¬ 
leagues, that they would hear and attend 
to them, without bringing forward any 
plans of* their own. This was reafly to 
abandon the government of Ireland to 
their opponents, and perhaps it was not 
surprising that they should take such a 
course; for how could it be expected that 
«ny pkn could be>proi1uced foif^tbe better 
administration of Ireland by a government 
divided Ifke the pr^nt ? It was almost 
impossible to expecl'isny regular .plan 
could be adopted by the present adimnis- 
tration under existing circumstances; 
sinoe the state of the cabinet was such, 
that if one were proposed by the noble 
lord or his right bon. colleague,«it was al¬ 
most certaincthey would quarrel witfc one 
another, and the breaking up of the ad¬ 
ministration would probably be the conset 
quence. Silch an apprehension, he thought, 
tni^hfrlbe reasonably entertained, but not- 
with^fiuiding this, it was ridiculous for 
ministers to bold the language which had 
from tiiem in this debate, and pro¬ 
pose to their opponents to come forward 
with specific jjrojects for •improving the 
conditjpn oi Ireland,—-as jf tlwy (the op¬ 
position) l.aA it in their power to remegy 
the ev^is which they coufd not but deplore. 

Ho jvould ask tlie Speakqjr what..liad beoa 
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thejr fate (tbe fate of the party novr op* ,from a quarter where such a design could 
j»osed to ministers), when they did bring not be impuMid*. From the other side ol 
forward a plan for the relief of Ireland ? the House wh^tliad been said might ten^ 
While in oflice, they had ventured to at* to ^o good had \i come from the 
tempt this; and though they had claimed ponentfi of it might only have 

a very paltry boun^ compared with what served blood. He trusted 
the sister kingdom oughbto receive, what, someJ|)ipa#nre ii;i^(ili^<bf bpobght forward, 
he would ask, was the result of the effort ,fitted^w^^pt!e^|t state of tiungs; but 
so made?—Why, the resul^ was this,— ,he, fcgd|^jOwh putih^ none to propose 
they (tlie then ministers) wpre all turned on the iiibifi| 9 t..o^X^iInd. 
out, ami ipaoy of those who* now pro- He wo)p^ho|[p^ljt it to the House, if, 

, fessed to be much ip favour of the mea- in^ead of t^ motion brofight forward by 
sure which was then rejected ;->Twho felt tUb rijjht hon. baronet,, it would be well, 
it to be one of great importance, and who‘< under alf flie circumstances of the case, 
were convinced it wourajbe productive of to adopt t}ic amendment of the right hon. 
infinite,^ond to Ireland, and of substantial gentIqmAo, udiich, in point of fact, went^ 
benefit to England;—many of those per- to give them no information which was 
sons had joined in‘*the cry raised against nof already before the House ? The right 
the administration of that day, as it was* hon. gentleman had said the amendment 
said in behalf of the established cbui^ch was sulistantially the same as the motions. 
[Hear, hear!].. They had had no other He admitted it to be the same as the first 
induQcmcnt held out to them than this,.to paragraph of-the motion, but the diffe* 
bring forward specific plans for the relief rence between the motion and theamend- 
of Ireland,* while they sat on the treasury ment was this:—the first paragraph of the 
benches, and what better treatrlSht had former, whicli was 'Wrl^n into the amend- 
they recuived since they took their seats ment, was followed up by a call for a.'state* 
on the opposite side of tbe House? They ment of the causes which had produced . 
had often made motions on the sulpect of the«|>r^ent situation of afiairs ift Ireland, 
the grievances complained of, and these ^his not being taken iiUo tfie amendment, 
had iodeed been heard and discussed, but the latter wopid bring forwki-ff no useful 
they were never lucky enough to carry informa'tion, ,wbile it went*to deprkq 
any of them [Hear, hear!]. He, for motion of its most essential pdl-t, amf to'. 
one,'would bring no plan forA^ard. If take frtpn it the power.of doing any good 
ministers would submit aoy proposition to whatever. Entertaining this opinion, he 
tbe House on the subject, lie would attend should ^ivc his negative to the amend- 
to it, and enter into it as far as he wa|: ment and support the original motion, 
able ; but he would take upon himself to He was convinced the amendment would 
originate hone, as he was satisfied, tha% tend to supply no real remedy to the evils 
any thing.auggested iirom that side of the ccmplained of. If the bourse rccom- 
House, would be sure to be rejected mended by the right hon. gpntlcAiati were 
[Hoar, hear, hcii#!]r'Tt had bein said of adopted, it would leave the {louse just 
himj*that he had talked loudly of the debt where it fipund them,^ and give them no 
of Ireland, as if it were meant to be insi- /dhson to hopO tha^ the same causes which 
nuated, that he was not sorry for .the nowVkisted tq^m^e a military govern* 
existence of that state of things which he men! necessary in Ireland, would not re* 
la|nented/ and had rather felt ioclined to maiii to produce a siipilrv arrangement in 
exaggerate thyn to diminish the evils of it, the next yej^r, and hiia tly year after the • 
when speaking on that su^ect. This had next. .From ^eamendi/ent, he could see 
been hinted two mmitha^ago» He was no . grounds for believing that the time • 
glad the eyes of the r^t hrni.* gentleman wolild speedilj^ arrive when Ireland would 
opposite, were at length opened to the feal no inore be gover.Ded by the sword. He 
state of Ireland. He was glad , of this, hoped the motion of lus right hon. friend 
because if he had made a statement • like would be adoptedir and that such measdtes 
tiiat which had been heard from the t^gh^ would bo devised to >meet the grievances 
bon. secretary, it.migbt have been thought now complained ofin as would at- 

that,^in taking ibis course, {le was actuated last bring cot^fort to its, inhabitants, and 
by a desire^ ta^exoite. discon^nt,,rather the same' time .augment the strength 
tlt^ to allay those heats whidh at present* and resources of the British empirb [Hear, 
unfortunately prevailed. He was glad the hear!]. * , . - 

yatemen^ which they had heard'qpmej* .Mr. lose-dmidst loud cries of 
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Question ! question ! He endeavoured to 

J oint out the difference betvtitoen the two 
t^rcsses which had been qioved. The 
ailments o^the hoiu gentleman who jjad 
just sat down, he niaintM#h|rwere/utile, 
and dissimilar to ahv liaS' of lowment 
adopted duiiiifg, tlyi.Wlwte OO; 
debate. . ..j• 

Sir Fre’deric 

Irishman and an impo^ re 
he could not suffer 
pass without *grving his opi: 
question. In the,county which _ _ 
the honour of representing, peSch, order, 
and 'tranquillity had reigned foe the las* 
^xtecn years. Airhe undefsiood thig sub¬ 
ject, there were three principal evils by 
which -Ireland was afflicted.* First, t^e 
absence of the ‘gentry from the country; 
and on tjiis point he should be heartily 
glad if those geNtlcracn could be obliged 
. to pay out of their own purses for their 
non-residence: secondly, CalhoHo eman¬ 
cipation ; and upon«tliis head jiis firm opi¬ 
nion was, that, uhtIl'*i-L was granted, Ire¬ 
land cpuld not be relieved from its bur- 
. thens i and thirdly,, education—-a subject, 
he was ,rdady to admit, of grea{; ihiport- 
ance; but it was sf fact, that there were 
now in Irelflntl 5,000 principal ishools, .be- 
sidfi&.^4g^'^^hoo!s; for sti^h was the 
\thirst ^ft^-ltnowlcdge among the lower 
classes of -the Irish, • that tlle^ actually 
sent their children <o obtain instrtfction 
under the hedges. * 

Sir N, Colthnrst was of opinion, tha^l 
if a futile concession were made on eac" 
side, measures highly beneficial to Ireland 
might be devise'd. « 

Sir Neypport then shortly replied. 
He contended,'that it would be impossible 
to apply a remedy,without ktvewing the 
nature and extent of the eVil. The o6- 
. jeet of his motion was^ n^. to proc&re in¬ 
formation of the disturbances, the exist¬ 
ence of which wan hptormus, but to inali- 
<tute an inquiry’Ihioh. should,trace them 
to their sources. \* 

• The House then divided: * 

, For the Amendment ISf 

Against it... K).3 

IMajorIfy .. ——84 


HOUSE OIK^CGMMONS. 

Thanks oi> t^b HousjS to .Lokb 
‘ EdwaHo* SoMERSBi*.] Majof-^neral. 

"•^^rd Edward Sonterset, K. C.»B.* being , _,_____ 

come to tlie TioClst^ tjte %edcer ^*at^i4e*6 of s^li, Vidouf, a|iid edh^tahey) as 


quainted him that the House had, upon 
the 2Sd of June in th^ last session of par¬ 
liament, resolved, that the thanks of this 
Houw be given to him for his indefatiga¬ 
ble zeal and exertions upon the 18th of 
June, when the French army, commanded 
by Buonaparte, t«ceive*d a signal and com¬ 
plete defeat; and 

The Speaker gave him the thanks of the 
House accordingly, as followeth f 

*‘ Major-general lord Edwai^ Somerset; 

“ At length we |re gratified by see¬ 
ing amongst us one ot those distinguished 
homcers to whom this House has voted its 
thanks for thcil^ eminent services in the 
battle of Waterloo, a victory eclipsing the 
fame of all other battles fought in those 
celebrated fields of war, and consummat- 
Sng the glory of the duke of Wellington, 
with.wliosc great name the gratitude of 
this House has justly associated that of 
field marshal Blucher. » 

** In the narratives of that gigantic 
conflict, our historian/will alvfuys relate, 
that tn^r-general lord Edward SomcKet, 
already known by his brilliant services in 
the southern provinces of France, held a 
high ayd forward command in those gal¬ 
lant charges by the British cavalry which 
defeated and destroyed the boastudfsqua- 
drons of cuirassiers. They will relate also, 
that lieutenant-general sir Henry Clinton, 
who had In flve former battles commanded 
divisions of thdt heroic army which res¬ 
cued Portugal and Spain, maintained a 
igonspicuous post in the support of that 
embattled line where the BriBsh guards 
•epulsed and put..to flight t^. imperial 
guards of ^France. .Nor will those other 
illustriou8**racu be forgotten, who might 
now IiavV been stan^ngaup amongst ms to 
receive our thanks, if .the fate of wa? had 
not laid them low in their grave of glory, 
sokUers long' dear to the affections and re- 
membranpe of their country, which will 
never cease to revere and regret, the ve¬ 
teran but ardent valour of Ficton, ct" tne 
bright and rising; hoqauh of Ponsonby. 

“ The days, indeed, of these our min¬ 
gled triumphs and griefs are now con- 
etubed. OthPr sePhes have opened, and 
other cares havg arisen to demand our 
vigilance. Fhom Idng contest, how- 
Cveif now happily close4> this durable ad¬ 
vantage has resulted, lo our country. We 
have proved Ijp ot^elvest (he valpe of 
those ipaniy Itabits ttnd' iqstitHtions which 
Vii^e estiblilhed the syperiority of our 
nnioi^al character; and eueb splendid ex- 
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we have had this day tb commemorate, 
will deeply impress Upon our enemies, and 
upon our allies, in all ageS, a just respect 
for the counsels and arms of this empire. 

“ The special duty which I have this 
day to discharge is,-to deliver to you the 
thanks of this House for^Your last great 
services. And I do therefore now,* in the 
name and by the command of the Com¬ 
mons ofpreat Britain and Irftland in par¬ 
liament assc*ml)lc(!, deliver to you their 
unanimous thanks fev your indefatigable 
zeal and exertions upon the 18th of June 
1815, when the French ^rgay, commanded 
by Buonaparte, received U signal and com¬ 
plete defeat.” 

Upon which lord l^dward Somerset sa^, 

“ Mr. Speaker; 

“ I beg to express to the House the 
high sense I entertain of so distinguished 
a mark of its approbation conferred upon 
me fdr my conduct in tne memorable 
battle of Waterlog: deeply impressed 
with the importance of such an hoR9ur, I; 
am conscious that I want words to con¬ 
vey in adequate terms my sentiments on 
this occasion. Sir, whatever merit my 
humble exertions in this great cdnflict, 
may be deemed entitled to, I cannot but 
attribiAe to the fortunafe circumstance 
of my being placed in command of a 
brigade, whose persevering gallantry, dis¬ 
cipline, and intrepidity, contributed so 
largely to the success of this important 
day. Animated by the example of that j 
great man, under whose command we had ! 
the honour to serve, and who had so often ■ 
led us to victory and tolionour, every in¬ 
dividual of the British'army was viaturally 
inspired with.but <me fttling: tba^eeling, 
and i*',well-grounded confidence in their 
commander, enabled them to surmount the 
most formidable obstacles, and/to bring 
the contest to a successful issu^ i that* it 
was my lot to form part of the army on 
thet day, and that my conduct should be 
deem^!^i vvorthy*of receiving tfee thanks of 
this House, will be ever to-me a source of 
the utmost satisfaction, and will re¬ 
membered with pride and gratitude to tlie 
latest period of my existence. 

'* I cannot conclude without expressing 
to you, Sir, how sensible 1 am of the Bat¬ 
tering l^ms in which you haie'^been 
pleased to communicate to me the resolu¬ 
tions ef the Hodse oij this obcasion.*’ 

Ordered, rtem. bon. *rbat whef has’been 
noi** said by Mr. Speaker, in giving tbd 
thanks of this House to. major-geAerm 
lord Edward Sonjibrset, together with bra 
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answer ther^t!l%, to be printed in tlie votes • 
of this di^, 

AJli^EN Bin^] ^ Sir Samuel 
’ ^ ‘ *’ f timt the second reading of 

||^a$;jfix^Tor iMs 'tey, pegged 
^ thelna'wdrc^some accounts 
as<4^'^<> mdving, apd 
o pi^' eh he thought indis- 
Mraipie before tliis bill pro- ' 
:gh any furthei,stage. He 
I account of the number of 
, aliens sent Out of this Country at the in¬ 
stance of the minister of any other couiitry. 

Mr. Addim rion begged the hon. and 
learneiTgentleman would give notice ot* 
this motion. , 

Sir Samuel ItnmiUi/ then gave notice 
for Wednesday, adding, that he presumed 
tl)0 second reading of the.alicu bill would 
bi^ postponed. . 

Mr. j^ddhigton said, that if he had 
brought in the bill himsplf, he'should have 
moved the oPder ofvSbeWay, for the pur¬ 
pose of postponing the second reading till 
to-morrow, on account of the bill not be¬ 
ing yet printed, or in the hands of the 
members.’ Ip the ab‘»encd of his* noble 
friend (lord Castlereagli), he would now 
venture’to move the order for the secon.^ 
reading, with’thp view oj havjf.^ ‘qTs-^’< 
charged. ‘I . ‘ 

Mr» fforntr tIioug4t‘,it important that 
some day'should be fixed for the second 
reading of this bill, when gentlemen might 
come down with a certainty of entering 
upon the discussion. This was impossible, 
he, thought, to-morrow, and therefore 
some more distant day ought -to* be ap¬ 
pointed. He'could not here-help alluding 
to. the maiv^cr in which this bill'had been 
inlroduced^to- thc-*Hduse. Leave was 
movi^il^or^ on one night, after a long dis¬ 
cussion, and whl^ vlry few members were 
in ^he Hqjuse. ■ It wp| subsequently 
brought in, ‘and rea^ twst time, under , 
similar circum^ances, aiy at two o’clock 
in the morning the sedond reading was 
fixed for this day. This was a sort of pre-^ 
cipitation which he could not help think-* 
ing shvoured of a* disposition to steal a 
march, which, i^itl\ a bill-of so much iln- 
portince, he considered extren^ely repre- 
‘ hensible. This wasu 1^ which should be • 
discussed* in alj its 8tage^;'jie therefore 
hoped some distant^ffay woidd be named, 
on vjhich they might all come prepared to 
nieet the qu^tbu fairly. 

Mr. Admagton said, •liaTdf course there 
woiHd be an pppwtunity aflbrded of dis- 
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cussing the bill on the for its se- 

reading, which was the usual stage 
discusskig the principhfi. W a bill. 
There was however a necejwlty'jn’the 
present case, that no titne lost, 

Is the. ox^hti aot * ‘ 

12th of IVIay. ' He Ita4 
part bf his lii^^^^^ieAd, 
with the suggestio^Q ^ j ^ hon. 
by Postponing the 
Weanesda34,«a9 there wotildll 
of business to-morrow before the 
Sir James Mackintosh o^rjecte 
Wadnesday ns too early a day. It would 
be impossible for the Housq 
* with tlie necessary papers a^'infhTYnation 
upon the subject, so as to cqme to the dis¬ 
cussion on Wednesday. , • *• 

The motion being put, that the said bill 
be read a seenqd time on Wednesday, 

Sir S. Romilli/ observed, that the expi¬ 
ration of the late act was nq sufficient rba- 
aoh why ministers should wish to press this 
measure with ibekr#hastc * through the 
House. The country could not be in any 
danger from the number of aliens who 
were now in it, more particularly as we 
were ^ peace'. • , * • 

AJr. Addington observed^ that if any 
great mass of business shduld occur on 
vf^neldey,* the second leading might 
then be further postponed ti| Friday. 

Mr. Horner thought it better^ fbjiave a 
da}^ fixed when the bill would" tcrtainly 
come on. If it were fixed for Friday, it 
would come in the orders, and would take 
precedence of .any motions which might 
e for that day. ' ^ 

Mr. Sht’-rp observed, that the question 
was one of great commercidl importance, 
and therefore the bill ought to be hur¬ 
ried through the Hou^e. • a 

Mr. Long said, there could .bei$^/'ob*- 
jection to let the sccdndM ending sttinil for 
Wednesday, oiutbe understanding that if 
it could not be^rc^eriy disciissed.thdfi, it 
would be farth^postpon^. 

Mr. Brougham said, thkt this was a 
^ measure of such importance, that it should 
'not be allowed to pass thrAugh the.House 
at uncertain timei^. It* required the* most 
inftture consideration^* apd tlierefore it 
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the countiy was'' In the most imminenc 
danger; as if there were 20,000 foreigners' 
in the kingdom ^cady to rise up in rebel¬ 
lion, and to be assisted by an invading 
enemy, just ready to dart down upon our 
coasts. 

, Mr. Long dhl not know whether the 
lion, add learned gentleman who spoke 
last meant to allude to him as one of those 
who talked this bill in the way which 
he had described; if so, hh was cct i: y 
much mistaken. Suj^li mistakes wcic ‘: y 
usual with that hon. and learned 
man, for he sAipetimcs said that ho (>lr. 
Long) and his friends were laugliing, al¬ 
though they had been looking as grave aa 
possible. He could only say. tliat he 
I, wished the second reaaing of the bill might 
he fixed for a day on w'hich it might be 
understood, that if it could not come on it 
would be farther postponbd. 

Mr. Douglas thought Wednesday too 
early a day. ■ , 

Sir^’. Burdett said, he haif heard no 
good reason why the bill should be hufHcd 
through the House. Friday, in his ofiinion, 
w;ould be a proper day to fix for the se¬ 
cond heading. 

Mr. Abercrombie moved, as an amend¬ 
ment, that the bill be read a second time 
on Friday. 

Lord JBinning hoped his right, hon. 
friend would npt consent to give up his 
motion for Wednesda}^. 

]\'Ir. Horner observed on the various 
public business that stood for Wednesday; 
and even for Friday, which, if it eame..for- 
j'ward, would still further postpone the bill. 

Mr. H^Addingtoitohserved^ that he was 
not anxious to huri^ the bill through the 
House, l&ut he had heafV! no sufficieitf rea¬ 
son assigned for its being postponed. 

The House then divided, when there 
apjleared > 

For thii Amendment. 62 

For the orleinal motion.f.. 117 « 

Majdnty.. 

The bill wa%theif ordered to be rea'J a 
seco^ tirpe on Wednesday. 


would propose'Monday n^t. S'he mea¬ 
sure was a m'ost eftraorflinary one, {|Dd 
he couM see no’ reason for hurrying it 
Uirough the House. The rigjit hon. gen- 
'Hlcman opposiH. fiUked of the necessity 
tlie measure as being-. Caost urgent; «8 if 


Wool Trade.] Mr. Frankland Lemsy 
chairman of the selectcommittee appointed 
would be better to fiuc some ceftaiit day itojxamine the policy of imposing an in- 
for the discussi(5p. -With this view he |creasdd duty on me import of fore^ seeds. 


and who were instructed to consiwr of the 
laws relatim to woblien *good8, the 
'ade*ir. wtud, and edso te consider of the 
ws pivdiibiting the growth of tobacoo in 
reat Britain, before he brought up the 
purt of that cbmnuttct|^on the subject of 
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w<)pl, beggeJ to remarkVtbat an alarm bail was, to see whether the wool-growers 
been excited among the manufacturers of this country should have some protection 
'woollen cloth, and, in consequence, many from the competition of the ignmense qiym^ 
petitions had been presented to the House, titifes of foreign wool no>w imported*^nd 
tvhich were in fact utterly unnecessary, which had increased within a f^w* years 
inasmuch as the . fears entertained by from five to fifteen millicus. ef pounds, 
the petitioners were ^Wjundlcss. The The committee, however,*instead of male- 
committee had directed their inquiries to ing tJCole investigationjt which’ they were 
the price of wool, from the year 1780’ directed to do, had ;«Terely inquired into 
down to*the latest period, and the result of the prices of wool tor the last twenty years, 
their inquisies* was, that for the last ten and these prices they had. t»^on from the 
years the price of q^ool, so far from de- i^wuths of the manufacturers themselves, 
creasing, had increased. The committee,, They had.heard no evidence from other 
therefore, had come to a rpSolution, “ That jpersons interested!; but, on these rx-^nrte 
it is the opinion of this committee, founded state ments, h qd come to the le-olution. 
Upon the examination of evidence relative that irwfis Inexpedient to give the wool- 
to the prices of British Wool, that no part grower any^advantage in the horne-mar- 
of the present agricultural distress arises, kiJt. He protested against the report, 
from the inadequacy of those prices, and, Mr. Brovgham also expressed his asto* 

therefore, that it is not expedient to make nishment at the nature of the rc|lort. The 
any alteration irr the laws relating to wool- ColRimittee was appointed to inquire into 
leO goods and the trade in wool.” But one thing, and they had .inquired into 
lie begged to observe that, on the main another. It'was in tact no inquiry at-all, 
question, rto consideration or inquwy had so far as related tQjd>o“matters referred to 
taken place. As to the question of taking them. In support of this, he begged that 
off tlic ditties, the House was no nearer it the instructions given to the committee 
than before. He should make no further should be read. This being done by the ‘ 
comment; but, whether right or wron^, >clerk at*the table, the hon. and"learned 
nothing was done to assist the House member contended, that tl%justness as- 
furtlm by the report, * which he then signed, to them was to inquire into the 
brought lip. policy of any increase of duties ‘in tliu'tii?^ 

Li^rd LasceUes said, that representing as portation off foreign wadi, into the trade in 
he did a county that was.one of the prin- wool and'^o tlic laws on ivool 

cipal seats of the woollen manufactory, he as thej',1Tow Existed. ’These topics they 
had of course had many communications had entirely overlooked. No one had as- 
on this subject. The object of the com- sorted that the agricultural distresses pro- 
tnittee had not been sufficiently under- ceededfrom the low price of wool; on the 
stood by the manufacturers : it was not tS contrary it was expressly stated, tliat had 
prevent the importatftn of foreign wool, it*not been for the good prifigr. of wool, 
but to see whether such a duty might he . these distresses would hdVe been' much 
imposed upon if{* as to encoufage the greater than they actually werft. But the 
home-growers of wool, and also to consi- question ^as,.were*these high prices likely 
der whether the home wool should be 'to^n|.inue, occasioned as they were by 
permitted to be exported; but it bSing the'^large RUvIfiani orders for clothing 
found by the committee that wool had 200,000 men, by .which many districts were 
b^n constantly rising in price for the last bilBily employed for llie Vesent ? M id we, 
ten years, there appeared to\hem no rea- not, however,^ralherTeJson to apprehend’ 
son for altering the laws,on the subject, that, i^hen these tempqlrary demands were. 
He was decidedly adverse to pny altera- over, wool would he as low as other arti- 
tion, thinking that a brisk trade of yur cles of agricultural produce ? Now, wheft 
woollens was the best encouragement that was 'the fact as to* this report ? The com- 
the wool-grower could receive. mittee had not ■•cair^. a single wool- 

Mr. Western stated, that he was ^re.^ grower^ the whole amount of their full 
vented, from attending the committee, ex- and impartial inq»ti 4 ^i had b^en to exa- 
cept at Us last sitting, by his avocations at mine a few wmdlen-marlWdcturers. They 
the quarter s^sions. It *6urpriEed him had, in fact,. Sonsidvred ‘oi^y one brancli 
very much vo fiad, however, ,ehat it had, ot the important subject assigned to them. • 
only sat three days, and then came to tlfe Hi? felt a strong disposition to oppose the 
resolution now stated. The object of tWe. ^rejjort being laid on th^’t^hle, and to move 
committed apnaiotment, he concciveV, that the whole bq referred back to the 
(VOL. XXXTV.) • ' (G) 

• / . . 
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committee for further consideration, be- 
'^use, if received, it would be a vain at- 
>-4^pt durinc the rest of the session to 
figiK ujp agamst the ^wciglit of the cora- 
mittCK <. 

Mr. Calcraft considered the present 
discussion seeing that the merits 

of the report were not yeP befofe the 
House. He nev^ recollected sijch a 
course to have been taken on any fonner 
occasion. The ^resolution that had been 
adopted by committee was propo^d 

by the hon. chairman himself, gind no di¬ 
vision had taken place on the subject. His 
hon. and learned friend who spoke last 
bad held extraordinary lan^UMgCMMtato the 
conduct of the committee, and had laid 
down extraordinary rules for Ihe guidance 
of committees in general. 'He said, a 
coramittae ought to examine, no matter 
whether such an Vxamination appeared to 
be necessary or not, every part of every 
subject refetfed to them. ‘Now'he, on 
the 'contrary, M oui^ maintaiiv, that there 
was a discretion givcrito every committee, 
to investigate a subject as far as they 
might deem necessary, and that they were 
not bounci to.proceed an meU further.. 
He was convyiccd,*whon tin? House saw 
the report, \tnd the evidence on wliich it 
^rm^fout^ied, winch his liun«and learned 
‘‘friend treated as if ij;.wcretio evidence, they 
would be ofopinion‘:!yit the cojjiyiiitec had 
encouraged a just &iftl fair iRil‘L•^'t^•gatlou of 
the subject, and had gone as far as the neces- 
Ssity of the case seemed to require. Be¬ 
fore lie went into that committee, he felt 
strong1> against tlfc agitation of the ques¬ 
tion at alj*; and what was disclosed, in die 
conrso of TTieriiiquiry, rendwed his opi¬ 
nion, tliat tliisVas the worst moment that 
could possibly be selected for<listurbiiTg 
the system by which *the woollen t^'iie, 
was 1 egulated, still nicfe lic^idcd. *ft“ap- 
penred, on examination, that the price of 
wool did not ofeaston, *nor a«id to, <4hc 

• agricultural distfcss^ and, until the con¬ 
trary was &hown\lie wouitf'coiitend that 

* the committee had acted correctly^ in 
agreeing to the resolution which his hon. 
and learned friend objected to, sibce it 
woj^ld prevent thc^*excjtcnient of a dis¬ 
contented spirit’in the •nianufactufing 
counties. ♦ v <• 

Lord in a g^-eat part 

of what had fllklk”JQ»m tills* hon. gentle¬ 
man whq had last spoken. An addilioAal 
duty on tlie importation of foreign vwok 
>.^'OuId, it appe yad to him, rfot only be 
unadvis^lCf blit absoluj;^!/ ruinous tojsur^ 
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woollen trade. It/was said, that the com¬ 
mittee had not gone so far into the sub¬ 
ject of the exportation of wool, as they 
ought to have done. Now, what was the 
question referred to them ? It was not 
an abstract question relative to the ex¬ 
portation or imppirtation of wool, generally 
,—but as that exportation or importation 
.was connected with the agricultural dis¬ 
tresses of the^country. The comwittee up 
stairs took*its rise in a cwniqjiltee of the 
whole House, instituted to consider of 
those agricultural distresses. Subser 
*quently to thuiurmation of that commit¬ 
tee, but growinfj tout of it, a committee 
was appointed, to inquire into the impor¬ 
tation of seeds into this country—and 
to that committee tKc question of the 
\voollen trade was referred, but the whole 
subject had reference to the agricultural 
distresses. The committee were satisfied, 
that tlic woollen laws, as they at pi^sent 
existed, and as they affected the agricul¬ 
tural interest, ought Aot to ht changed. 
It appeared to him, that though they.!ind 
not. gone into the inquiry at greet length, 
they liad investigated the subject sufli- 
cibnlly^to enable them to say, as they had 
done, that it was inexpedient to alter the 
laws, relative to the woollen trade, ^t the 
present moment, 

Mr. Frantcland Lewis said, that, in 
bringing'up tiie minutes of evidence taken 
before the conlmittec, he did not con¬ 
ceive he hud committed any very material 
impropriety, when he offered a few obser¬ 
vations to tlie House. With respect to 
dicre having been no difference of opi¬ 
nion in the committee, and no resolution 
brought forward, except that proposed by 
himself, <ie wished*to Wiay a few vi^rds. 
At the first meeting of the comnfittec, 
they were called on to consider the price 
of wool, at former periods, and at the pre¬ 
sent. He advised a different course; and 
stated the reasons which called for its 
adoption. His propositicvi was, ^ in¬ 
quire into the cfleO wfliich a small duty 
on the importation of foreign wool, would 
probably bccasioii. The committee dis¬ 
til *‘lly dissented from his motion, which 
was negatived. To the resolution, which 
was then proposed, he suggested certain 
wei^al>v&inendnients, to enable turn and 
others to agree to it, without sacrificing 
that opin.u which they conceived,to be 
correct. » * 

* [ Mr. iAiliraft observed, that his stgte- 
, rtent, merely went to this, that a resolu- 
tba, proceeding to a ccj^tain c;iLtent, was 
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agreed to, and that noNl^ision took place 
on it. 

Mr. Brooke said, he ^coincided in the 
opinion of the committee. No necessity 
existed for altering the laws relating to the 
woollen trade. 

Sir J. Netoport was o&iopinion, that the 
committee had narrowed their examination, 
of this question in a very ^reat degree.. 
Having'*it proved in evideue^ before them 
that coftaiu pMces were given for the raw 
material, it was then thought necessary 
<hat the proceedit^s of the committee 
should be speedily closed. Certainl}'^ 
when such a determidhO^ni was come to, 
full notice should have been given to every 
member of the conrmittee. Now here a 
decision had been formed,- after an exami¬ 
nation of two days ; and, on the morning 
of the third, a notice was sent round, 
stating, that it. would be proposed, on 
that.day, to close their proceedings. As 
a member of the committee, he received a 
notice abdut two j'lours before the period 
appointed for their meeting, and it so 
happened that it was utterly impossible 
for him to attend. It ceituinly did ap¬ 
pear to him, that, when it was contem-, 
plated to close tlie proceedings of the 
committee, two orlhrecdays notice ought 
to have been gi^-en. In cousequeuce of 
this ^precipitation, the hon. member for 
Essex only arrived time enough to hear 
the discussion of the question, whether 
the proceedings of the committee should 
be closed or not. 

Lord LasccUes said, he gave regular 
notice, on Friday, that he intended tt> 
move for the dissolution of the committee, 
and he suppo.sed a circular leU^r was, in 
comequence inlflnediatcly sent* to every 
mcnTber. 

Sir J. Netoport said, he received his i 
notice at eleven o'clock in the morniag of 
the day fixed for moving that the pro¬ 
ceedings* of the committee should be 
clos-td. One o’clock wa? the hour of 
meeting. • , 

Mr. J. P. Grant said, he was a member 
of the committee, and suppose'd, fron^ the 
first, that it was appointed to consider the 
laws relating to the woollen trade. Be¬ 
lieving this, he had not attended on tl^ 
first day; for he thought it was as intpos- 
sible to go through a subject of this mag¬ 
nitude in twe* days, as to conclude the 
business ofthe'iession in tbat>peri9d. Oij 
the day when it was proposed to close ^he 
proceeding of the committee, he rf)cei''ed, 
a notice about ^even o’clock. He eojild 
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not attend, on that occasion, being ob¬ 
liged to meet another committee, on th'/ 
laws relative to di.stiiiatioi;. He 
m.»st sincerely', tha^t the ^^had 

pursued a course.so little likul; ‘.fV^ower 
the ends for which it was fontr-Kl, nuicli 
less to give satisfaction U) uium: who were 
most ^oepiy’interested jn the inquiry. 

S^r. Thomp&on apnIaudeJ the conduct 
of the committee* in making a speedy re¬ 
port, which would tend Jto allay the agi- 
ptlion created througiioul file country by 
the consideration of the question. He 
was sure, that, had it not been out of 
■•respect for the hon. member for Itsscx, 
no cauwniWPc* would have been appointed, 
because no general desire existed to in¬ 
vestigate tlrt‘ question. He did not know 
how many agr^ulturists had demanded an 
alteration of the woollen laws, but he be¬ 
lieved the petitions that, tourhed on that 
subject were'very few. The agriculturists 
had no* rigliP to compiain of the price of 
wool. At po time had that article'pro¬ 
duced a higher ^)ce; especially coarse 
wool, "which foreigqers particularly want¬ 
ed. But, in order that we .might still 
maintaii) our superiority .over the foreign 
manufactuftir, it was “essentially necessary 
that Qur coarse wool should be kept at 
home. . , ’ 

The Chancellor of iho Bxcnkquer con*!^ 
sidcrc'^ljJlai^csentaiif^ussion as extremely 
promat«rt?fTt was afi Extraordinary course 
of proceeding to debate on the contents 
of a report, of which, not having been 
received, the House could know nothing. 
When the leport had been read, it would 
Be competent for any hon. mqmher who 
thought the committee batT*not efl'ceted 
the object the House had m vk‘w, to move 
lhat the^should nroveed farther in their 
i ^jiry , or that -the report should be re- 
felfea back t-^iejn. 

Sir James Graham defended the course 
a^pted by the commitieo, whose labours 
were not confined to '<lvo, but extended 
to three days. (Alajjfgh.) On the first 
dqy of their meeting, it was distinctly 
stated, that the wool-growers should come 
forward to show*the necessity of an alte¬ 
ration in the law; b%t not one of (hem 
appeared. Ifwds then'suggested by gen ■ 
tleraen who now fqjmd fault A iih the pro¬ 
ceedings of UiG comflHtte*, that the woof- 
staplers woum be ths-beet bvidence. They 
were accordingly called in*and examined;, 
ar?il nothing was since offered, or attempt¬ 
ed to be offered, in contravention of their 
e*{ideoce. It w« 5 , therefore, an attempt 
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to impose on the House, to assert, that 
'’>^0 evidence was before tl)e committee. 

^ 'IjSir J. Newp'irt said, that no evidence 
on the part ufihe agriculturalists was e>a> 
mineo^' When the ‘wool-staplers were 
called iii^'. he stated that the hon. member 
for Essetc htjt ip town, and requested 
the cnniinittee to postpone the exunina- 
tioR till he arrived,^but his suggestion was 
not attended to. • 

Mr. Barham differed from his hoii. 
friend (Mr Oalcraft) as to the discretign 
vested in a committee. His hon. friend 
said, that a committee must perform their 
duty* according ti* the dictates, of theit* 
discretion. He, however, wowUMMatend, 
that a commit tee had no right to abandon 
any part of a suitject which tlw House or¬ 
dered them to investigate... They had no 
discretioii by which they were at liberty to 
narrow' their examination in any degree. 

. Here, h(»wevcr, the committee had con¬ 
tracted their ‘ investigation • very •much. 
The - only evidence-called on the subject 
was ex parfe eyide*nW; ancf how they 
could conceive such a proceeding' to be 
, the best way of commg at the truth, he 
was ver£ diuch at a loss to guess., 

Lord Stanley saih, the committee was 
in exi^tenc^ npfore Easter,, and con^e- 
it was in the power pf the agri- 
vulturalisre to addupe' any eiudence they 
might think propen«>..-.it wa^i^i j^. A ques¬ 
tion with respect infreJy to^i.,j«culture, 
but one of general policy; and the com¬ 
mittee felt it to be their duty to inquire 
how far, by an alteration in the woollen 
laws, the country could be benedted. 
They found, so* far from the growers 6f 
wool sgf&*riRg Any distress under the pre¬ 
sent system, titat they were all perfectly 
satisfied with their^ prices, which were 
higher n(jw than they h&d been for m^ly 
. years. No case having bty? raadetl^ to 
show that the agriculturists had a rigiit to 
complain of the^rasent'prices of woel, 
^he committee nought it was roost pru- 
. dent not to roeddlV with the\;xisting laws, 
•and to close their proceedings as soon as 
possible, lest by an injudicious interfer- 
,eoqe they might seriously injure’ .the 
woollcp trade. i- , 

Mr, Finlay waS ’ of topildni that 
committee bad acted p roperly in closing 
their proceedingSiM^oon as possijjile. In 
the abstract Ixj Jlmughr tl]fe* importation 
^ and eiportatioft of vool oughttobeeqpal^ 
*free; out, from the evidence, he was ieu 
believe, that JC such a principle were 
^ed oa inunedl^elyi ^ effects on 
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woollen trade wqittd be highly injurious. 

The report wlis then brought up, and 
the resolution was read. On the ques¬ 
tion “ that the report be laid on the 
table,’* 

M r. Thornton, before be went into the 
committee, had .thought it necessary to 
,alter the laws respecting wool; but in the 
.course of the inquiry he bad found the 
error of that ^pinion. The doors of the 
committee 'were, he said, vurtourttled by 
persons obsolutely clamorous with their 
petitions ; and the committee had come to 
The decision, tlwt the agricultural distress 
was not caused bjr the price of wool. 

Mr. F. Lewis observed, that the propo¬ 
sition which he had made to the com¬ 
mittee at the outset oflthe business having 
been negatived by a large majority, and 
another motion having been adopted, their 
subsequent proceedings had been con¬ 
sistent enough with those decisions. It 
was, in bis opinion, not at all necessary 
that the agricultural Interest should ha 
obliged to make out a case; but it vas 
the duty of the committee itselfr to insti¬ 
tute any inquiry which they might think 
, necessary. No evidence was necessary to 
pvove, that a duty on importation would 
be a protection lo the home grower, or 
that the extension of his market would be 
a benefit to him. The committee had, 
however,‘so early decided on the maia 
point, that all sifosequent inquiry was un¬ 
availing. 

Sir M. W. Ridley did not approve of 
the line of conduct' adopted by, the com- 
Kiittee, though he-thought as far as the 
evidence went, they ^ad given a just opiv 
nion as to the result.. 

Lord Hanley thought*%iie line taken by 
the committee too narrow. * 

Mr. Brougham said, it was very doubt¬ 
ful whether the report was worth the exr 
pensc of printing. They had heard of the 
influence under which it was dvawn PF* 
viz. that of <the manufacUiring interest 
only, who, on tljpse occasions, with a zeal 
worthy of imitation by the agricultural in¬ 
terest, werd always ready with their agents 
aiuf their evidence. As the agricultural 
interest did not nor could display the same 
activity, it became the duty of the House 
fo (Mend to their interests for them. The 
ferment wUicli had been dreaded was now 
I laid, and h . lu^ed the report wpnjd be 
taken ei ly fi r us much a^-it v/as worth— 
tvhicb w as lillle or nothing. It consisted 
^ija tuism, and a non sequityr. It stated 
th^. the price 6f wogl ^ad not beeh p 
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cause of tlie agricuIturalVistress. No one 
coul<l eay it bad been, b\>t it bad been 
imagined that it might the means of 
aifurding relief to that distress. Tlie in¬ 
ference which the committee had drawn 
from their first proposition was any thing | 
but a legitimate one~thai,therefore there 
was no cause to alter, the laws on this sub¬ 
ject. On the other hand, he thought, 
that to legislate under difficufiies was the 
worst mede^of ^proceeding in the world; 
and that therefore, if the wool laws were 
iu a defective stateV tlie present was a 
bettor moment for amending them than if 
the iiiarket had been ij>a* bad state. It 
was on the same principle that he objected 
to the motion on the usury laws, the re¬ 
peal of which would 'be an extremely good 
measure, but which he did not think 
should be considered under the pressure 
of temfiorary difijculties. 

Lo];d Lascelles said the committee were 
xiot unanimous, except on their last vote. 
He believed that nu member of it had re¬ 
ceived uiiy representations from the grow¬ 
ers of wool. It was highly necessary to 
allay the ferment that existed, and he 
hope<i that any member who had a Qiotion 
to make on the subject would give early 
notice • 

Lord Milton concurred with his hon. 
and learned friend as to what was the 
propdr season for legislating, bulf tliought 
his hon. and learned friend rather hard on 
the committee, as the question before it 
bore only on the agricultural distress, and 
immediately on the question of exporta¬ 
tion. « 

Mr. Calcraft contended, that the farmers 
bad an interest in Aie prosperity of the 
wook market as mucli as the manufactu¬ 
rers.^ 

The report was ordered to lie on the 
table, and to be printed. • 

Ikisii Election Bill.] Mr. Dominic 
Broviiic moved the order of* the day, fur 
taking into furtiief oonsideration the re¬ 
port on the bill to limit the duration of 
polls, and to establish scrutinies, and for 
making other regulations touching \he 
election of members to serve in parlia¬ 
ment for places in Ireland. The order of 
the duy being read, the hon. meuibe^ 
entered into a comparative review of the 
.pres(;nt law oi elections \|n Ireland, and 
the bill whiah he proposed to cnac(. By 
th^ present laws 9 sheriff mi^ht protracif 
■the election to almost any exten^ and^ 
^hereby a ruinous expense to, tjie" 


ArniL 29, 1816. 




candidates; but by his bill the poll would 
be closed within twenty days from its ^ 
commencement. He was aware that it' 
might be objected, that a sheriff, if he /a- 
voured one candi^tft, might protra^t^he 
polling in the hostile booths; bu^o pre- ^ 
vent that, he would propose it should 
be irapwative on the sheri^ to poll eighty 
,every (my in each booth.^ The bill would, 
however, be better .examined in the future 
committee; he would therefore move, that 
it be re-committed on Fridby* next. 

^r. Ponsonby said, that after the seve- 
*ral clauses' proposed by his hon. friend 
should be introduced, he should pro[/ose 
to bavg^^hAqhill printed, in order that its., 
merits might be fully considered. 

Sir Frederic Flood opposed the bill not- 
wiuistaAdingats improvements, especially 
on account of the clause by whii^ voters 
were to show their leasea to prove their 
right of voUe^. Supposing that th^ 
lived in different parts of a county, which 
they general! V did, and had 60 or 80 miles 
to go with their leasr 3 ,*they would run the 
risk of losing the only document on Which 
their property and their elective rights 
were founded. * 

Sir./. Newport strongly’supported the 
bill, and dwelt upon the litigation, diffi¬ 
culty, and delay attending Irish electl(m.% 
especially where the returning officer had r 
any bias;., '.t he diffic ^y and delay he in¬ 
stanced case, where the elec¬ 

tion wa^ extended to 15 days, although 
there were only 900 voters to poll. But 
when he had to petition against the return, 
the scrutiny continued no less than 76 
daiys in Ireland, and 16 dl^ys before the 
committee of that House, bpioiehis,claim 
was established. Such a system was, the 
House nwst feel, calculated to weary out 
,aij|^,candidate; aqfi as' the evils belonging 
to titeiystem nttf e imposed upon the Irish 
representatives, ny 'the Union, it was pe¬ 
culiarly the. duty of,the, imperial parlia¬ 
ment to remove them, ■ . 

Sir H. Parhell spok^ in favour of the 
measure, for the introt)uction of which he ■ 
thought the jrish representatives pecu¬ 
liarly’indebted to.his hon. friend. For it 
was known that candidates were too often 
harass^ by the length of the poll, wifich 
in some cases had extended ta 70, nay, to 
80 days. 

Mr. Ponsdi'\py obseQi^,ithat no bene¬ 
ficial effect Could possibly result from the 
present discussion, and he trusted', there¬ 
fore, tl)c House v^uld. abstain from pro¬ 
secuting it any fi^er. 
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Tlic bill was ordered to be re-committed 
\ on Friday. 


[92 


(rish CHeric of the Pleas Fees 
Bit,"VI Mr. Peel l-ose, pursuant to no- 

• tiee, to^ niove for leave to bring in a bill 
for i?'v:urh^ ^t^ie .profits of tlie office of 
Clerk of Jlie Plei^s of the court of.Exche- 
qiier in Ireland. 'lie said he was adxious,, 
in consequence of what had passed on a 
preceding evening, to take the earliest op¬ 
portunity rt* explaining the nature iind 
object of the i)roposed bill. It^xvas matter 
of notoriety, that upon the dealh of the* 
late carl of Buckinghamshire, tlje office fcf 
.clerk of the pleas in h‘»la*4^ecaine 
vacant, and it was a matter of equal noto¬ 
riety, that the office itself wais one wly'cli 
parliament had declared .i^ctiuired* regula¬ 
tion. 2 % right hon. baronet, the member 
for Waterford, had drawn the attention of 
the House to that office inf the course of 
thp last session, and a pledge was then 
given, that whenever it shpuld become 
vacant some measiffPS would bo adopted 
for its. revision. When the earl of Buck¬ 
inghamshire died,, he eertainl}' thought 
that tlie fight pf appointment to,the officq 
rented in thc.C'row^i, and it Was his inten¬ 
tion to fullH tlie pledge for. regulatirig it 
_JitQ^re any jippointment wa^ imule. In 
'the meafi time, hpiyevcF,-thc|chief baron 
of the Irish exclS^Uier, i^io qygix ing the 
right to belong to* Inm, liaT^/wwiinilted a 
person to the office, and the nominee had 
been regularly sworn in. The bill which 
be meant to propose would not interfere 
in any way with* that appointniL'iit, as the 
question whct/icr the right belonged Ho 
tlie CrownT5t 4o that individual would be 
determined by the decision of a court of 
laxx'. But then, wjicn it was Cbnsidcred 
how great a delay iiiig/lt arise before/tisat. 
decision was given, aqd grtfaf^Sflcnt 
of emoluments attached to the office, the 
legality of maiw «f vvhich. was mwcit 
■doubted, a queVion naturally arose in 
what way they i^rc to bb- disposed of. 
'With respect to l?,e Crown, no appopit- 
naent would be made by it, except for the 
mere purpo.se of trying the right) and, 
thejpfore, whoex'^eiy the .person might be 
so appointed, he {vould ^lafe no clainv to 
the fees os cmoluni^its. Ho certainly 
Could not think ilHrould be exp^^dient to 
leave profits ^-isasiense H the uncoii- 
. trolled disposal of the individuals receiving 
them. It was his object, therefore,* to 


therein named^hat the profits of^ the 
office should b^mpounded, till the ques¬ 
tion was decided in a court of law as to 
who had the right of nomination. The 
persons receiving the fees would be com¬ 
pelled, at the expiration of each quarter, 
to give an accaant of'their amount, and to 
pay them into the treasury. Of course it 
would be ncce.S8ary, meanwhile, that some 
adequate p^vision should be Amade for 
those whS performed the, diiticS of the 
several loffices, and that, he thought, might 
be left to the discretion of the Irish go¬ 
vernment. Xlicse were the objects of the 
l)ill. With regard to the principle of 
vested rights, he did not see how it could 
apply in any manner to the present ques¬ 
tion. The office hae been declared, long 
ago, a fit subject for regulation. Besides, 
considerable doubts existed as to the le¬ 
gality of many of the fees, and certainly 
whatever might be said about vested .rights 
generally, it could not be pretended to 
urge a vested right ih favour of emolu¬ 
ments which might be declared, in them- 
selve.s, illegal. The right hon. gentleman 
concluded by moving, “ That leave be 
given/o bring in a bill to .secure the pro¬ 
fits of the office of the clerk of the pleas 
of his majesty’a court ot oxchcijNcr in 
Ireland, whilst the right of appointment to 
the said office is in litigation.” 

c* ^ c 

Sir John Nrwpuit highly approved of 
the measure wllicli tlie right hon. secre¬ 
tary proposed. He believed that the fees 
of this office amounted to ti5,QOOl. a year, 
three-fourths of which were illegally taken. 
•It would now be-seen that he was per¬ 
fectly xvarranted in^stating, oii a former 
occasion, ^hut great abuses existed in the 
courts o(‘ justice in IrAand ; and h« was 
convinced that the most iniportant^cne- 
fits would be derived from prosecuting a 
complete inquiry on that subject. 

Mr. Peel hoped that he should not be 
understood to have said that thi^e-four^hs 
of the fees rmre illegal. • • 

Sir John A^«jyjort«6a^d, he had not al¬ 
luded to what had fallen from the right 
hon. gentrenmn, but to a statement that 
haa been made on the preceding Friday. 
Tlie illegal fees taken in that court 
^m^nted almost to a denial of justice. 

Mr. Bathurst denied that he had ac¬ 
cused the right hon. baronet of exaggera¬ 
tion, in w'lat /elated to Ireland, rif he 


rcmcmlri'rcKl rightly, he a'lmitted the pro- 
_ . . Dability that he was coi»rect in that pq»nt, 

q^ropose the bringing m of a 1)ill, which Urom ^he greater opportunities which he 
should provide, alter a'Krtain day to .be piad. of acquiring inlortpation. What he 
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comjjlainpd of was, the keeping nature of the present session ; and he gave it as his 
his censure, as applicable^fo all the offices rccommcDdation that it should be regu^ j 
both in England and Scot^nd. luted on such principles as would not allow 


Mr. Leslie Foster said, he had not 
meant, on a former night, to bo under¬ 
stood to say, that throc-rourths of the fees 
were illegal. He Had imucly stated that 
the fees altogether, amounted to about , 
UO.OtK)/., of wiiicli the majority were illc- , 
gal. TIk; duties of the clerisjiijithc pleas 
were usually done by his clc*|1uties and 
rlerhs, all appointed by himself; dint the 
limit was, tiiat the ’actual salaries were , 
very small, being 100/. a year to the fust 
deputy, (JO/, to a secomh ^9/- to one set ol‘ 
clerks, and 20/. to another, but those per¬ 
sons were allowed to exact in lees what 
they might deem .«n adef|uate remu¬ 
neration. 

JMr. Ilornrr said, that if any thing were 
wanting to showi the importance of this 
question, the statement which had been 
just made was enough to satisfy the mind 
of eveiy ujetnber. Abuses would perpe- 
tuaUy arise in courts of justice, if the vigi¬ 
lant and oensorious eye of parliament were 
not fixed U])on them, (ireat benefits 
would arise from the labours of tluj com¬ 
mittee that had been appointed to inquire 
into l|je state of the courw in Ireland; and 
all who were present must rejoice that the 
duty had fallen into such able and upright 
hand?. With respect to the ifarticular 
question before the house,*hc thought the 
right bon. secretary had taken a very ac¬ 
curate view of it. As to vested rights, ho 
considered that the notions of properly 
ought to be held must, sacred: all pro-» 
pertjf W'as the creatiyre of the law, and 
ought to be respeefed by the raw, more 
especially in popular governmcKts; but 
the tUtctrine of vested rights could not be 
applied to the jnesent case. It wouUl be 
ridiculous in ilie extreme to contend, iliat 
there existed a vested right in the chief i 
biiron of the excbetpier to appoint a per- j 
son t^ this office ; and he was glad to find 
that nobody in thaf House had ventured 
to advance such a |>roposition. lie 
thought, however, that the pnSfils should 
be impounded from the period of the 
death of the earl of Iluckinghanfikhirc; 
and as they all agreed that the office 
should be regulated, he did npt sec tfhy 
they should not proceed .^t once to make 
a regjilation. iThc Housctshoidd fix the 
duties which ought to be porfsrmcd, and 
spqpify the amounj; of the emoluments to'' 
be received. ■ fie pressed upon tbaright, 
hon. gentleman ((■ regulate the oilicj' in 


it agy longer to be a sinecure, or pciynit 
the person wlio dre\</ the emolumeyis to 
reside in Englaiul, at a distance 
scene of its duties. . „ ,, 

, Mr. ./A\'/,> in reply, ^stated, ,'That the 
oflicei’k in question would be compelled to 
account for the whole of the fees, from 
the time that the office became vacant by 
the death of its late holder. ’ The present 
inll had no reference to the regulation of 
the office: it went merely to provide that 
iis enioliupents might receive their proper 
destinj!iii¥»i#»lie»r the right to possess them, 
was decided. Tin* bill for regulating it 
cogld not be»introduced till the report of 
the cofnmissioners was received. Any 
enactment that should be made* before 
this report was received, would be made 
in the dark. - 

Mr. Horner admitted the validity ,of 
the observation made iby the right hou. 
gentleman, but ti listed the couimissioners 
would be enabled to make a spccjal re¬ 
port upon tins particular office.* If be was 
jn the hal)it of making complimentaacross 
the table, be* said be should give the right 
hon. gentleman credit for potii the show 
and the reality of zeal that he had evinced 
during the of th.is business? ' 

Mr., .Les Lx FoiM r explained the 
cause" of-ike .ileray which had arisen in 
the arrangement of the commissioners 
repoit. riu-y hail had more than one 
hundred sets of fees to iiujviirc into, be¬ 
sides the ramifieaiions’involved in their 
examination. 'I'herc wait, one of tlie 
offices which in its return *tuicd’ aa indi¬ 
vidual without specifying ^liut liis duties 
were; imleed, they Jtnew not in what 
jn'.auier to designate them, and yet when 
tbe**tX)fiU7iissi<i»/rs,entered upon a parti¬ 
cular examination into tlie occupation of 
tli'j. individual, tfiey trad'd to him the re¬ 
ceipts of fifty-three fees, producing about 
l,;j(X)/i a-ycan? In factJithe regulation, er 
re-niodelling of the fdcs of the court of 
exchequer, involved the whole machinery 
of judicial proceedings in Ireland ; it was 
therefore imperatiye »ti the commissioners 
to proceed with certainty, but with c*au- 
tion. When they had been called upon to 
inquire into the cxd.aqui:r office, they 
were within &i^cek oCoDoaking a report on 
tlfo state of the court qf cliancery. Still, 
however, notwithstanding the difficulties 
titat interposed, tjrey hoped to have it in 
tlfCir power to *At!iko tiu* i.'pcrt in t'n.? 
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course of the present session. To shotir 
the nature of the enormous accumulation 
of fees in the courts of Ireland, he had to 
stak^,that iifthe ofl^e of the clerk of the 
couiVof errors, the fee of 6d. a sheet 
i^^single case, amounted to the 
enorftsf'us sum ^f* 459/. This accumula¬ 
tion arossT from t^vicious miritiplicc{ion of. 
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court in this coi^try, the hand of taxation 
was more gently exercised than in the 
others, with a wiew, perhaps, among the 
inferior officers, of attracting more busi¬ 
ness. The union of Ireland with this 
country would greatly facilitate the revi¬ 
sion of the abides complained of, as it 
would • not' expose them to discussion 


thh ratio laid down for the fees. This sort#! amidst loc^l prejudices and interests, 
of proceeding ran through the whole i The hon.jr^tlcman concluded bV hinting, 


system. Hp .had known an instance ' that he wbuld shortly bsingi* before 
where a judge’s registrar charged 161/. | " 
for a single attendance on a particular,! 
tri^]. He had also known that where a 1 
master in chancery was aljowed 2s. 6<f. i 
•fee, and 10*. 6d. for attendh'tJW,'W0/. had j 
been charged in a single case. It was 
equally within his knowledge, that in /,he 
six clerks’ office 1,S00 attendances had 
been in one case charged; and where 
copies of decrees were wanted, at a fee of 
8o. a sheet, above 500/. wiit charged, ex¬ 
clusive of 400/. for attendsAice. * The re¬ 
gistrar of the couF| of chanqery had Is. a 
sheet, which often anionnted to 150/. In 
fact, there was no end to the in-elevant 
matter th^at was introduced into those sort 
of sheets, for .no other purpose than to 
augment the; fees.* The cbmmissioners 
had not only,to wade through e^I those 
ileSails, but, to fight their «vay inch by 
^ inch. The system of taxing |:osts was also 
open to every speetts^ qf,j;^4ei;>-the tax 
officers were often*the dcpun^Errrfkhe prin¬ 
cipal, and therefore not deeply interested 
in reducing the amount of fees. Now, the 
first deputy in the exchequer had his 
salary arranged 'in 1803: he was left 
1,000/. \n fes^, and a compensation *of 
2,000/. a-year% out of the l/XX)/. in fees, 
he, however, created an augmentation of 
5,000/., so that his.whole income was ndw 
7,000/. a-year. Thete was eviden^ a 
radical error in this |ndi|i- of Cdifipensa- 
tion. The commissioners had, therefore, 
to proceed upon a complete .principle* of 

* revision, and he hoped the House would 
not, in the end, fae dissatiSfied with their 

* services. ' , 

• Mr. fVilliam Smith observed, that he 
had Iieard the statement of the hon.igen> 
tlejpan with a mixture pf surprise, indig¬ 
nation, and pledsure—«ut^rise aUthcLex- 
istence of mch abuses indignation at their 
’extent, and pleasvreat the acciyracy and 
industry that *tha hnp. ge^^man and his 
fellow epmmiSsioners .had ’displayed *in 
probing the subject tok the bottom. Those 

*>cibuse8, however,* were not Confined 'to 
Ireland: he was infonaed that in 


the 

House the great evij of certain practices 
in the revenue boara. * 

Mr. L. Foster thought it proper to ex¬ 
pose the unwijltngness of the inferior 
officers to give the necessary information 
to the commissioners, by which their la¬ 
bours were protracted; but their conduct 
had neverhad the support of their superiors. 

Mr. Ponsonby was quite satisfied that 
the matter should rest with the commis¬ 
sioners already employed. The result of 
the inquiry had now proved what he had 
anticipated last ses8*ion, namely, that 
nothing could be more futile than the ob¬ 
jection taken to this inquiry, on liie ground 
of its casting an imputation on the judges. 
He had filled a high judicial station in Ire¬ 
land, and he assured the hon. gentleman 
that the practices stated by him wem quite 
new to his ears: indeed, the parties were 
evidently interested in preventing^ their 
reaching the judgment seat. As to the 
Union, he would only say, that the facility 
of suitors obtaining redress, must have 
been injured, not served, by it; aa they 
could not follow up those applications in 
this country, which were necessarily at¬ 
tended with a heavji^expense. He hoped 
the reppA; of the commissioners would 
soon bevready—at all dVents, he wat will¬ 
ing to wait for it. * 

Mr. Preston thought the abuses com¬ 
plained of amounted to a complete denial 
of justice, and were of themselves calcu¬ 
lated to create the disaffection complaiqed 
of in that country. He spoke strongly on 
the extent of t^e evM,*and on the criminal 
conduct of many persons, attornies and 
others, in not exposing long ago such 
flagrant abuses. It was not for want of 
provifion in the law, but from a derelic¬ 
tion of duty in the officers, that the abuses 
%aa so long prevailed. 

Leave was tl^ given to bring in the bill. 

I HefeSE OF COMMONS. 
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97j Petition respecting Parliamentary Reform.' April SO, 1816> ’ [98 

Rgerton Brydgcs^ in rising pursuant to his 1773, on the death of the last duke of , i 
notice, to move for leave to bring in a Kingston, after an interval of 58 years, 
bill “ to revive the Registration of Cerli- when one had been taken on the death of 
ficates of the deaths, burials, marriages, Jolm SheiHuId, dul^ of Bu(fkinghar 9 {irhire. 
and issue, of the nobility and gentry, and These funeral certificates were presjirved ip, 
of other persons dying possessed of pro- 80 volumes, in the Herald,’s CfvSegi j.auui'’ 
perry to a certain anit/unt,” begged to | formed the most invaiii^ble, sntj/tactory, 
Sc'iy a few words in explanation »f having and wmplele docurae»« that ofer existed, 
dehived iliis measure, after having obt for tne purposes of proving the facts rfiey 
tainial leave to bring in aAigfiTlar“l)ill in i embraced. Not* a single instance had 
the lasT of parliament. The fact ever occurred of their haying been proved 

was, iliat he then J[ound himsc}f*so late in erroneous; and \ihen confiVmed by the 
• the session, and tln^ measure required sif requisite, attestations, they had always 
much deliberation, that he preferred post- been admitted in courts of law, evi- 
poning it lo bringing'sC crude and indi- ^dence of a .high kind. As to the details 
gcsled measure before the House, The j of thc-l>tK?*dnd tlie machinery which sir 
subject itself was one not, as might be ' Egerton said he had adopted for elFec- 
supposed, of mere curiosity or pride, but j t,«ating his purpose, he would not fatigue 
intended for tlie great and general pur- i the House by going into it. If leave wRs 
poses of business. It was not new. A given to bring in the bill, tbosor would be 
similar nieasuro had been attempted more best seen and understood when the bill 
than once in the last half of the seven- had been reH a first time, and printed,, ■ 
teenth century; and in 1(>85, a bill, under He coUld nbt himself anticipate any.ob- 
a similar title, was not only brought into jection to tpat machijjjory: he had endea- 
tin's House, but was actually'read a se- voured to make it as simple • as possible; 
cond time, and lost on a question of going and alThe same time practical and certain 
into the committee, by 83 to 75; yet in a in its operation: but- of that ,the House- 
manner that shows it was rejectetkonly on, would judge when tli^ bad the bill before 
some matter of form; for leave was givbn them. As'to the uses of auch a body of 
thcaKime day to bring m another bill with evideijce, applicable to. clearing those 
the same title. I'liere arc no farther questions in examining jthe titler.* to 
traces to be found of it; but this may be estates, wlMi’mere-less" octurred id 
accounted for by the disturbe’d state of every M?atas«iS 3 o,^j 5 !;lj|f*-'.such titles came to 
that reign; as it appears'by the .lournals, be invesn'gated by eminent conveyancers, 
that the House met scarcely at all during they could not, he thought, be denied, 
the following year, 1686—and the revolu- At present such facts were to be collected 
tion soon after ensued. As to the hill it- cither from oral evidence, or wills, or 
self, sir Egerton saidj- he had that vei*y parish registers, dispersed through every 
morning recovered iom a mass of old do- jJart of the kingdom. 'ji;|iis f;/ili would 
cunicnts in the Hwald’s colle^e^ a copy of combine Uicm, with n^icli additional 
it, which he thcti held in his hand. He matter, in one central spot, oftcasy access, 
liad^xainined this bill with a great deal Vvith thd utmost facility of reference, and 
of curiosity, and found the main objects- at^hc expeus^*t)f a trifling fee. The 
to agree with his own, though it differed chvlrgtnbr'*!,,'^fiineral certificate itself, . 
in the mode at least of some of its provi- sir E. proposed to limit to 3^ Us. 8d. 
qjons. The bill indeed contained some * Leave was given to bring in the bill, 
claases, wJiioIi might be firirly objection- * 

able; particularly as to ,jhe fees, which it Petition *feom Bmstol respecting « 
must be confessed were exorbitant for P,^rliamentary RipoRM.j Sir Francis* 
those times; and in which liis (sir E’s) Burdett presented a petition of seveml in- 
Own bill, as he should presently explain, habitants of Bristol and its environs; 
would be found as much the reverse, setting forth, • * > ^ 

Perhaps it was not generally knowg tl^t That the petitioners' have a full and 
these funeral certificates, though not Under immoveable convigtion, a conriction which 
the auUiority of any legislative enactment, they bglieve^to be ut/wersal throughout 
wer,e so far fram being nW, that they had the kingdom^hat ths-Iiaaise doth not, in 
existed under,the earl marihaPa orders any constitutional or ratiodal sepse, repre-. 
fiym the time of. king Henry 8th, even s^ sent the nation; that when the people have 
late as the reign of q^ueen Ani\p. Ip- ceased, to Pe represented, the constitution 
deed oqp instance occ^urred so late as iiLsubverted: tnat taxation without repre* 

(•VOL.XXitIV.) . (II) 
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^sentation ia a state of slavery; tliat war as 
a .cause of excessive taxes, being the 
harvest of those who live by corruption; 
the oi^se and \diaracter of the war which 
\comin9\ced in 'iVOS, flie petitioners no*v 
cJtweiy^o be,hy the enlightened part of 
tlie cd^\jiunity, ajeW. understood; that as 
the tremendous teSppest of wafr is- i»t to 
be Stayed at the bidding of those in v^ose 
mad apd wicked counsels it had its origin, 
so it is probably tjiat the contrivers of the 
late war did itot intend the magnitude and 
duration it attained, which magnitude and 
duration, by the portentous calamities 
now found in their train, ate fast opening^ 
the eyes of a deluded natioft*tsr~the evil 
deeds of its authors; and that now these 
wicked rulers themselves, if not infatuated^ 
must know that cither that usurpation 
which has' divested the people of their re¬ 
presentation must be for evi|jr put down, 
or the liberty of England m^ perish, and 
the .security pTF property be ^nnilrilated; 
that there is no prgper^ in .that which 
any person or persons, ‘Sny power or au- 
thority,.can take from the people, \^thout 
their consent, that the scourging of a 
taxations wUhout. representation is. arrived 
at a severity tqo harassing and vexatious, 
too intolen.ble and degrading,.to be longer 
endured withgut being unceasingly pro- 
6;sted against, and as.unceasin{|ly resisted, 
by all possible meaKe ;-\yarEap ted Jiy the 
constitution, until tedress be 'nblaihcd; 
that, in such a condition of their country, 
the petitioners are siiocked to behold con¬ 
tending factions alike guilty of their coun¬ 
try's wrongs, alike forgetful of her rights, 
mocking ^thc jiublic patience with re* 
peated,.protr'act)ed, and disgusting debates 
on questions^ of Vehnement in the compli- 
catcd.and abstiusc si^icnce of taxation, as* 
if in such refinements, dnd not in & 

. formed representation, gs j'tS'SB&flli- 
dated corruption, and not in a renovated 
constitution, relief were to be found; tbaA, 
m the discussions which they have wit- 
• nessed, the petition's see nought but'what 
hath a direct tende^y to place the Eng¬ 
lish people in a situacion in which the un¬ 
relenting lash of unconstitutional taxation 
may^in all time to cDme,.be laid on to the 
utmost extent of hlifnan endurance r thgt, 
instead of siich a couree, the petitioners 
Irtjld it to bo salf<vi^nt tlyit thgre are 
not any humanVniMHUi of pressing th|p 
.people’s wfongs* or. composing their dis¬ 
tracted minds, or of pi^eventing the sub- 
^rsion of lilu-rty and\he estjiblishmeirt 
of despotism, luilcss by^^ling the collep. 

iT 
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live wisdom and virtue of the community 
into council, by'^the election of a free 
parliament; whesefore, considering that 
through the usurpation of a borough fac¬ 
tion, and other causes, the people have 
been put even out of a condition to con¬ 
sent to taxes, and» considering also that, 
jantil thek sacred rights of election shall 
be restored, no free parliament can have 
existence, petitioners pray that the 
House will >t^ithout delay |iass«u taw for 
putting the aggrieved and much-wronged 
people, in possession^uf their undoubted* 
rights to reproeentatiop co-extensive at 
least with direct Citation, to an equal dis¬ 
tribution throughout the community of 
such representation, and to parliaments of 
a continuance according to the constitu¬ 
tion, namely, not exceeding one year.” 

Ordered to lie upon the table. 

• 

Propkrty Tax.] Mr. Brougham 
rose to call the attention of the chan¬ 
cellor of tlic exchequer to a circumstance 
that had lately occurred, relative to riie 
collection of the last assessment of the 
property tax. A noble friend of his in 
.Betlfordshire, possessing property in four 
parishes, and whose rents then due 
amounted to 4,00b/., but which he oould 
not collect, was assessed to the property 
tax according to that sum. On learping 
the assessment he wrote to the commis¬ 
sioners, stating Ihe impossibility of col¬ 
lecting his rents, and desiring to be re¬ 
lieved from this injurious assessment. He, 
however, received for answer, that if he 
would pay of the hrst issues a shilling in 
the pound, he would-be indulged with a 
delay of tpr^nly-eight Cays, which as his 
noble friend justly rematked, was paying 
72 per cent, for the indulgence, lit de- 
>sired to know whether this payment would 
be taken in part of the tax I 

The Chancellor the Exchequer re¬ 
plied, that he was not prepared to retuiin 
a direct answer at pre8ent,*but that»the 
question should hg in^ired into. 

I'Irmohial of Mr. Campbell.] Mr. 
Wynn moved, “ That there be laid before 
this House, copies of the memorial of 
\Yilli^ Campbell, esq.; praying for remu- 
nerauon reirabursement for establisli- 

ing a new sy&t^ of collection of the 
legacy duties, arra all minufos of treasury 
thereon*' *’ «■ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer hp.d 
nfi objjiection to the motion, and stated 
that *Mr. Campbell bad received 600/. u 
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ytor for the collecting of one branch of 
the revenue. 

Mr. Tierney was anxh>us to know whe¬ 
ther there had been any breach of faith 
towards Mr. Campbell. 

Mr. Huskisson .assured the right lion, 
gentleman that there Mid not been any. 
Mr. Campbell had coniraunictfted with 
him on^the subject of his |ilami.ja^ pro*' 
posed, Jf the plan were carru^'into effect, 
and prbvM sufbcessful, that ne should re¬ 
ceive a certain centage on the neft increase 
* in the public revenue, that would result 
from it. The difficult *of ascertaining 
what that amount woufthbe, had, however, 
prevented the admission of such a pro¬ 
posal; and it had been suggested to Mr. 
Campbell, to (jarfy into effect his own 
plan, in collecting the legacy duties, in an 
office quite distinct from the foriuer one— i 
that b}' comparison the relative merits of 
the*plan might be ascertained. For this 
he received a-year, and he was ad¬ 
vised by him {Mr. Huskisson) to depend 
altogether on the* generosity of govern¬ 
ment fdr his ultimate remuneration, to 
which he acceded. The plan afforded great 
satisfaction to the public, and {froduced< 
a considerable increase in the revenue.* 

Mr. liariuo thoughf that whatever re¬ 
muneration Mr- Campbell was to receive, 
should be made by n vote of the House 
of Commons, and not ^irivatcly by the 
lords of the treasury. Such an event 
might establish a precedent, productive of 
a system of favouritism. 

The motion was agreed to. 

.• * 

Mr. Pf.i-tier.^ Mr. Wyi^, on look¬ 
ing over the returns of the civil list, had 
setfa a subscrip'tTon to Mr. Pelt'fer, for the 
AmbigiT newspaper, on which he desired 
some intormation. In 1804, the subscrip-' 
tion was 254/.; in 180.5, it was 277/1; and 
so it increased progressively, until in the 
fest yeaf it amounted to 787/. He wished 
to fbarn the'reai^n of thft increased re¬ 
ward for Mr. Peltfer’s services. His un¬ 
dertaking might have been Qonsidered an 
cbjcct of some importance during, the 
war, when it might be advantageous to 
convey information to the continent, 
through the medium of the press of Eng¬ 
land, but it had now lost all its conse¬ 
quence in that point oRview. 

feord Castfereagh saidj,' that those grants 
were raaefe for public, ant! not’ private 
services, and for* conveying instruction to 
rhe continent, when no, other mode could 
be found. 
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Mr. Ponsonln/ observed, that Mr. Pel- , i 
tier seemed to have undergone some vicis¬ 
situdes in his relation with the British go¬ 
vernment. He was now i^id, but; be was 
fdTmerly prosecuted, ancr for a lih'&l upon, 
Buonaparte. Perhaps the gOvejivd^t 
felt that they had fnjbttd Mr^,{,^itier by 
thaty^rOseciition, and t.nese affor-payments 
were intended as a compensation. Ibis, 
no doubt, was very comfortable for Mr. 
Peltier, but it was not nejry comfortable 
for the people of England to have their 
money .thus needlessly squandered. 

Mr. Tierney said, that Mr. Peltier had 
’ indeed -undergone many vicissitudes, for 
he had'Tiot^ long since been ambassadar 
from the emperor of Hayti. 

Petition of the Rope Makers of 
Woolwich.] Mr. Cicrwen presented a 
petition fro|| the rope-makers of Wool¬ 
wich rope-y«^, complaining of the inade- ’ 
quacy* of their pay of superannu^ion, 
which amounted,oulf' to 15/. a-year, and 
was insufficient to keep them* from ending 
their 5ays in a work-house. He would 
suggest, that, if it could not bu auguicnted 
at the* pqhlic expepse,-there might be 
a stoppage of 6d. a week oat of their emo¬ 
luments when able to work, that might 
increase thteir superannuation pay. 

Mr. Brougham begged to recommend 
this, subjodl' -fife attention of govern¬ 
ment.* lie’had made a calculation that 
the number of superannuations of fhis 
class of people from all the dock-yards 
would not exceed 80 or iK), and an addi¬ 
tional allowance of 8/. or 10/. a-year 
would be a great matter^ th«n, while it 
would not Cost the countrjf more than bOOl. 
or 900/. 

Sir F. Burdet% observed, that the peti- 
had stjjbng claims to attention. 
The tnoFTgy* which it appeared was given' 
to Mr. Peltier would cover all the de¬ 
mands. ’ 

t 

Waterloo Monjment.] Mr. Ticry 
ney. having seen an Advertisement in the 
newspapers,* for models of plans for The 
proposed Waterloo column, wished to be 
informed whether ’il was intended-.to fix 
upon’any particular model, before the sum 
actually to be voted by pSrliament was 
known? ,, ' ■* 

. Mr. /.oTi^^id the adv’djtisement alluded 
to by the right bon.-gentleman was pub¬ 
lished in consequence of an application 
of the artists for fufther time to prepare 
iheir models. * The time for sending in 
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those models vas now extended to the when he rose to name a day for the cop- 
first of July. sideration of the Charges which he had 

Mr. Tierneu said, ail he wanted to felt it Jiis duty to^prefer against the lord 
Inow^s, whiKsum-g^vemment intended I chief justice EUenborough, he should 
>^o pro^se to be • expended in these dVi- strictly follow the precedent, and, as he 
present no judgment could bo could not, as in other cases, individually 
formea<?a5on the ^bject. ^ appoint the time;' he would conclude by 

Sir fV. ft'. Wynk said, the'Housit^was moving a resolution, That they be re¬ 
nt present ignorant of the nature of the '■ferred to a committee of the whole House, 
plan intended to be addpted for comme- and that i^f^ience in their supdort be 
inorating the gjoi;ious victory of Waterloo, heard at the bar.” He wished *o act to- 
kotae were fSr columns, and others were wards the? learned lordjin a different man- 
for combining the useful with thp orna* i^cr from that in whKh lie (lord Coch- ■ 
mentpl, and building a church; for his | rane) had been<rpatedj||y him, by afford- 
own part, he thought no better* course * ing a full and fair opportunity to repel the 
ceuld be adopted^ than makidg *&ddition8 charges, if such was in the power of the 
Chelsea and (Jreenwich hospitals, for learned lord; who, he trusted, had no 
the reception of those men wh'o had beee enemy so great ■ witliiir .the wails of the 
maimed or rendered incapable of service House of Commons, as' io oppose that 
aurnig tlie-war. course of proceeding, which, if guiltless, 

i-oe LhanceUat of the Jsacheguer was alone could establish the rectitude of his 
not able to inform the How what was conduct. He could not anticipate an-ob- 
of the sfim intended jection on the part of any honourable 
to be expended on ippnument alluded member—sure he was of the support of 
to. 1 Ills must depend on the general opi- his majesty’s solicitor-general, who had 
nion of .tiiose to whom the subject had actually named the 8th instant fcf.’ a mo- 
been referred. From opinions he had tion on the subject. He (lord Cochrane) 
jieard delivered, .however, he thought the .hoped that the 2nd would suit tlie views 
sum to be thus applieil, might'amount to of'tlie bon. and learned gentleman better, 
or 400,000/. and possibly' more, if-a considering his anxiety that ** chargils of 
motip extended plan than that>at present so serious a nature” should not hang over 
was detevmined upon. the head of the lord chief justice. Ii^ re- 
Mr. herhey thought', tint i4n the lire- futation, bowever, of the imputation of 
sent situation ot the fcountry, for the'chan- delay thrown out by that hon. and learned 
celJor of the exchequer to speak of three gentleman, he put it to the candour of the 
pr 400,000/. aud evM more, for a monu- House whether he (lord C.) could have 
meat, was not pleasing, and rather alarm- brought forward the charges at an earlier 
mg. He wished Softie proposition should i ptriod ? Twelve months had elapsed in 
be made tW House to fix a limited 1 the confinement impend by the sentence 
sum, within which the monument should j of that judp^; and it ^s a notorious fact, 
be erected. • He hoped the riglit hon. that when*fie had eludeiPthat unjust ve- 
genileoian would came bettgr prepared' straint, with a view to bring the mltter 

s^ject. U tfil' j•bcfore parliament, he had been dragged 
- building m question WQreTio* a*’*^k of from*thc very table of that House; and a 
public ut;Jity, but merely a couple of committee had reported, that they saw no 
CO umns, one for Jrafalgar, and the othev reason for proceeding against theauthoiH: 

r aterJoo, he should think J0(),000/. and abettors of thaf unpreoedented act! 
..quiteenough. ' He had been Hljerattif from gaol only 

t ^ was stating that three days before the termination of the 

,ciwrebes were wanted, and«that a ipag- last session-^it was obvious, that had he 
miiccnt catliodnd might bfe erected, when proceeded then to prefer his charges, re- 
ivi^. blus/cisson spf^ te order, as there flexions of an opposite nature from those 
jvas no question before tbte Moqse. • • njw i^fown out by the lion, and learned 

* gentleman would have been cast on his 

\yHAniiKs Af*AiNST Loap^ Eurnbg- conduct. Was im, to blame for the pro- 
.ROUW!.] Li)rA4/oc^r«i/e rjRie. He sai^ rogation of jmrlisftncnt'until^so late a,pe- 
Jbat, instructed by the proceedings on the nod ? W or he responsibl&for < the public 
i tile Cd.se of^r Elijah Impey, as ifistress idiicli called fonth long and iijt- 
^1 as by the information he had obtained portanfc discussions ? It was known that, 
irom the Speaker on a former eveoingi as soan as the charges had beeq.priuted, 
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and before the late recess, he had expressed The charges being read, pro Jbrma, his 
his anxiety that the members should avail lordship concluded by moving, “ That the 
themselves of the leisure itefforded to pre- thirteen first charges against tlie lord chief 
pare llieir minds for the discussion of so justice Ellenboroagh for p^tiality,^ mis- 
serious a subject. Nothing could be more repdssentation, injustice, Ojfd oppression, 
important than the due administration of bc^eferred to the consideration o% for.. 
justice. It was the bounden duty of the mfttee of the whole House, on '^. a.ncs- 
Houst* to probe complaint such as that ,dliy tlii^Sth of May.” r X 
whicli he (lord C.) had preferred^^ the */ Sir^\ iJarde/f seconded the motion.* 
bottom. * lie had brought ft^./ard ^Ihe | The Speaker observed, that this. mo- 
charges ifdWicrtftely and advisedly. On lion embraced two questiqn^; first, as to 
the guilty let their vengeance fail. He the appointment of the comibittee; and 
bad courted investigation, and in every ,ncxt, as to the time for which that appoint^ 
shape it had bee^denied* Either the ment should take place. The Hopse 
lord chief justice urtfit to sit on the w*ould first dispose of the question as to 
bench, or he (lord Cochrane) ought whether they**ould go into the commit-. 
again, but not again without investigation, tee—the time miglit be arranged aftcr- 
to be expelled fropi that’ House. He wa.«ls. ^ ' 

should not at pre^nt enter into any detail The ’question, as suggested by the 
—the cliargcs explained themselves ; and i Speaker, was then put. • 

the evidence he proposed to adduce would Mr. Lmw sai^, he rose not to second the 
leave *io doubt of their truth on the mind, motion, thouj|^ the noble lord had ex- 
He should examine,^ in support of the first pressed dn exjtectation that he, should, but 
charge, all the counsel, one of whom now for a very difi'eren^pur^ose; and he could 
sat ciii the bench whence it had pleased assure the House, uiat whatever his per- 
tho Almighty to remove two of those who } sonal feelings might be on the present oc- 
liad sanctioned his unjust 8en|ence, to a j casion, they were merged and lost in a > 
tribunal, whence there was no afipeal. > Fcnse of the public importance of thi} ques- 
They now knew whether he merited the? tion now belbre them—an importance not 
trcatnfcnt he had received. The jury and ■ arising from the nature of the charges on 
the short-hand writers he also proposed to ; the tabic, which were far too contemptil'le 
exam^e, to prove the artificial reasons j to require a labdured refutation, but aris- * 
assigned by the lord chief justice for com- | inafrom their-tendcbcy-to vilify the admi- 
pclling his counsel to proceed to his de- , nistration of the justiefc of the country, 
fence after the hour of midnight, when in j and to destroy that confidence which it 
a state of incapacity, owing to the length was of the last importance the people 
of their attendance.—He trusted that the i should liave in the administration of the 


solicitor.general would publicly retract his'l laws. He should indeed feef himself un¬ 
insinuation, that the^onsidcration of the ; wJrthy to sit in that Uousd^tha]t House 
charges he (lord C.*^ had pref^rfcd, had : in which the noble lord had* alread}*been 
been*delayed on^day longer tlfan una- j declared unworthy to have a S9at—if he, 
vuidab1b7!ft'cumEtaiices compelled. How- by his vole, added one* to what he antici- 
cver that might be, the explanation he paJ^ would be extremely small list 
liad given must prove satisfactory to the of those fvlJ^ouM support the noble lord. 
House. The hon. member for St. Mi- He did not believe that the noble lord's 
cItieJ’s, the relation of tlie learned lord, object was to destroy the character of the 
he woe convinced would second his motion lord chief justice; if such w'cre his ob- * 
for investigation, wliiifh wquid dispel false- ject, let him proceed to praise the lord 
Itood and establish truth. Sure he was, chipf justice: no, his^bject rather was, ' 
that an opposite course could' not with wickedly to vilify and vegrade the public 
honour be pursued. The right hon. gen- justice of the country, 
tieman on the bench below (Mr. Pon- Mr, Horner called* the hon. gcntlei^an 
sonby), on a former occasion had declaredto order. He Submitted,' that it was con- 
that witliout inquiry he could not lay his trary to all order of the House, that an 
head with comfort on J^js pillow. He hon. meyiber in his place, > should charge* 
trusted that suc'h would be the feeling of another hon* j^ember in -itis place, and 
the House on tlw present ocqasion«—par- domg what he conceived tJ be }iis duty, , 
ticifiarly of those connected by ties of con-’ with a wish to vilify Abe administration of 
nanguinity and otberwise with the learned, justice, lOr to impute to him any other im- 
judge. . . proper motive ([Hear, hear'!]. 
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Mr. Lata proceeded. There was no 
gentleman to whose opinion he was more 
disposed to pay deference than to tliat of 
the hon. an& learned member who *had 
just sat dowf^ and if tliat also was Hhe 
'"Opij^iy'of the chair and of the Housdtin 
genCTfii^e was^oody to submit to it. He 
would not; Jiowwer, degradb the«^ndei>< 
standing of the House by entering into 
serious refutation of the charges. Ilei 
would beg Icjivp to observe generally, that’ 
the duties df a judge, in summing up the 
evidence, appeared to be to dra^ the dif- < 
ferent radii of evidence to one point, in 
such a way as to lead the jury to the irf- 
A'cstigation of truth, and thl detection of 
guilt. It was not his duty to protect the 
criminal, and to say all that an advocate 
might be presumed to say in his defence. 
After the evidence on both sides had been 
gone through, alid the speeches of counsel 
heard, it became the judgefs duty', on the 
sudden, so to bring the poiifts in evidence 
to bear upon the c^e, j^iat tlic jury might 
be better enabled to form their opinion. 
The task was an arduous one, and if, in 
• performing this extemporaneous duty, he 
should* sometimes ^fall into 6rror, it was* 
not very surprising. But what astonished 
him was, that after two years’ considera- 
tim, which the noble.lord had, no doubt, 
'devoted''to a matter- so interesting to him¬ 
self, he should be unable to draw even (gpe 
colourable charge Trom all that parsed on 
the trial. Even if some error had been 
detected, it would not be the duty of the 
House, nor consistent with their pru¬ 
dence, to visit it* v^itli severity. He knew 
but of onh pey>4ect judge. It was for the 
noble’lord, irf his wild and- extravagant 
philosopliyy to demand from man the first 
and noblest attribute o^ divinity. ‘ Let |^lie 
House consider the cs^aordinary; facul¬ 
ties of mind that were Bequircd^T?r judges— 
the important duties whicji they had toful- 
hl; and then let them*reflect whether, in the 
"performance of those dutie^, they should 
have constantly presented before their 
' ^es the fear of i p^tbtimentary inquwy. 
Should not the House be prepared .to in¬ 
terpret their acts with thh same favour and 
lib^ality which tlfcy were always ready 
to show to those who Itad* arduous duties 
to fulBl ? But on the present occasion ail 
he asked was jastice, strict jijstica, and no 
more. He liadMways coiy^dered that ijie 
. equal adraiuistration of justice to high and 
low, rich and poor, one of its noblest 
'^attributes—th^t Which had dutiu^uish’ed 
this country ;d)ove all others, and so «e> 

•• t * 


culiarly contributed to its happiness *and 
its glory. The noble lord had called upon 
the House to destroy this proud distinction 
of the country—that there should be a 
different law to the private individual, and 
to the member of parliament. And in 
what case was it proposed to subvert the 
equal administration of the laws? It was 
not in the case of charges brought by a 
third partjftfbut by a convict against the 
judge who tried him. If'wrW’impossible 
not to' feel convinosd that the House 
would reject them ^ith indignation. Re 
wished the nob\e lovdeliad heard the just 
appeal which wa^ made on a former night 
to the House, by staying out the debate, 
and hearing the speech of an bon. and 
learned gentleman '^^Ir. Plunkett), in 
which he described the?' confidence with 
which every individual in the kingdom 
looked up to the pure administration of 
justice. He would then perhaps have he¬ 
sitated before he brought forward a mo¬ 
tion which aimed at throwing suspicion 
on the conduct of a judge; and w'nich 
was an attempt to demolish thaf fabric on 
which all.vour liberties reposed. If the 
House were disposed to drag the judge 
from the tribunal of justice, and place him 
on a level with the criminal convidted at 
his bar, then they would entertain the pre¬ 
sent charges; but if they were determined 
to maintain pyre and inviolate the confi¬ 
dence of the country in its courts of jus¬ 
tice, then their conduct w'ould be very 
difi'erent. The noble lonl had called upon 
the House to entertain the charges on his 
"own responsibility forsooth; but was it 
necessary to state, th^t if the verdict of the 
jury whicK found him*guilty was to be de¬ 
pended lipon, he was ift fact a pjijured 
man ? Was it necessary to cafi fo the re¬ 
collection of the House that the jury, in 
finding him guilty, disbelieved him even on 
oath; and that he was consequently an in¬ 
competent witness in any court bfjustiea ? 
Upon the whole, he i^ft tlju case entirely 
in the b;.T.-.i'; of^he ffouse, wifli a perfect 
convictioh,that t'lty would place against 
i)tf motion of the r.onlc lord their negative 
01 indignation and contempt. 

Mr. Ponsonby said, that as the noble 
Jordrhad adverted to what had fallen from 
him at tjio time when the question of the 
noble lord's expulsion was before the 
House, '.e should take thnit opportuwity of 
,expi3i'n’)g"ivhat he then Said.* His reason 
for opposing the motion of expulsion was, 
4hat he did not ihink sufficient ground bad 
been laid to warrant it, and m this opi- 
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nioiv lie was supported by the votes of of the trial as possible, did nothing but 
seventy-four members, but that opinion what was perfectly lawful, even on the' 
had no connexion whatever with the mo- statenv^nt of the defendant. Nothing, to 
tion now before the House. It was, in his idind, arose from ci^nistanue, at 
fact, a motion of impeachment, attaching all indicating partiality or injustice. He 
high misconduct to the judge in the trial c<wessed it was always to 'be rc^rrited 
of the noble lord. No mah'in the country wjfen any a(\journment’y»f a tfial took 
W’ould he more ready than himself t6 make place, /iiough in some cases thb length 
or to second such a motion, if he thought m the proceedings, might render it un- 
itnecessa^for the ends of justKw Indeed, ijvoidable. But what disadvantage arose 
it bad onc^ap^<jpal to him, in the per- io the noble lord from the^'pnBeisc period 
formance of his pailiamentary duty, to pf the trial at which the proceedings were 
have made such a motion against a chief hdjourned.?* He confessed he could see 
justice who was gu^y of gross miscon- n(^nc. Nay, the very circumstance of the 
duct; but nothing ciiuld'lM more unjusti- statementmf hj^ case being the last thing 
able than to take such a step against any left on the recollection of the jury, ap- 
judge, unless with a perfect conviction of peared rather advantageous to the uob]& 
its relevancy. ThcAIouse 'could take no lorA He ha(f the benefit of the impres- 
notice of the nomc lord’s responsibility, sion, which his counsel endeavoured to 
The charges had been made, and the raise, being left as the last thing*on the 
House must proceed either to reject or minds of thejufy; and next day the evi- 
entertain them, on their own responsibi- dcncc in,his favour was most likely to 
lity, and in the eyqjs of the country. It operate an additional prepossession in his 
was no light matter to arraign a man favour, if it avnilcd.Rny^liing at all in the 
placdd at the head of the justice of the estimatioii.of the jury. He profcsled, he 
country. Oneofthecharges wasforadenial could see no improper puiposo, no undue 
of justice. Mr. Ponsonby ack^wlcdged object, in the mind of the judge; apd if 
that he was unable to sec the propriety r/f that there were’ ngne, to what plirposc should 
rule of court which refused anew trial, un- the House go into a committee ? He had 
less all l(ic defendants were firesent: but this examined all the charges, anQ he declared 
was the rule acted upon by the whole court; he could see 4o ground for impeachment , 
the bl^ic, if blame there was, copld not of the chief-justice,* or for taking.any stbp 
attach to one; and the proper way of re- which might imply tlie slightest doubt of 
medj'ing the grievance was, to alter the the rectifude of his conduct. If he had 
law on tile subject: nothing could be more thought the chief-justice had been guilty 
unfounded than to make it ground of of any malversation, the noble lord him- 
charge. But the proper question before self could not be more, ready than he 
the House was. Do the' articles on the *shoyld be to institute proceedings, against 
face of them contaiiynattcr of criminal him; but, thinking as he did, that^ we 
charge that would justify the l^ause in owed the purity of the administration of 
enter«iining tliem^ Now, the substance justice, nojt so much to the character of 
of the cliarge was, that the chief the* fudges themsehics ds to the constant 
judge adjourned the court at three o'clock jehloutiy supenilision of parliament-- 
in the morning, having previously co^- to the convi^ion that*existed in the breast 
pelled the defendants’ counsel to open of the judges that they must not be swayed 
tlieis* case to the jury, without hearing, by pltrtiality, lest they* should be visited 
at the same time, thp evidenefe by which by the inquiries, of parliament; thinking 
it was to be supported." New it was, and all this, he felt it due to the character of 
always must be, left to the discretion of the judges to afford theif support where- , 
the judge how the course of justice wiis ever they mainfained tne course of up- * 
to be regulated, otherwise the public jus- rightifess; and nothing, could be more 
ticc of the country could never be got cruel than to bfing forward unfoundd^d 
through. The judge was to consider Bow -statemenfs. It was not enougli, to prove 
the wliole of the duty he owed to the pub- a mistake in point of fact, but some gross . 
lie at large would be best discharged, error, which oould only be Attributed to 
not how Mr. A. hr Mf. B. individual de- impuoper motiveSv and whicti.gave reason 
fendants, might be best acconftnodkted. Jo suppose that the badnbss of the heart 
He conceived, therefore, that the chief had contributed to the pfrversion of the 
justice, in compelling the counsel to pro- ■judgment! As he had voted against the 
ceed, and thus getting through as mubh expdsioQ of.th^ ndblp jord, because there 
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was not then ground on which the House trial of this sort, which depended Jiqjboh 
could found that motion, so he should any investigation of nice legal arguments, 
vote against the motion now propoied by —not on poittts of abstruse or djdicolt 
him.i S ^ ’ i learning, but on a plain statement of tbctv, 

The Solicitbr Creneml, after vrhatt had be should say, as a counsel himseM', wiien 
been ,/faid by the right hon. gentler^, the whole evidence.was warm from the 
would hardly ha^'e thought jt necessarj^b hearing, “ Let'me now state what 1 have 
trouble the House with any pbs'e^:ati6ih{-t to offifr, and don’t let me be culled on to- 
but the right hon. gentleman had confined m yrrqw niorning, when the impression 
hh Temarks chiefly to the first charge ; now so warmly felt shall have luienrae cold 
and the question before the House was^ ' and weakened.’’ I-je saouk/*have pre- 
whether the articles should be referred tb i ferred*tliis as a counsel himself; at.wliat- 
a committee or not ? As the articles hat. I ever expense of bodily or mental fatigue, 
been suflered to lie so long on the tabic, | But he bad ifnotherijliiportant observation 
it struck him, that as sogn as'thcre had ' to make on thes'bbjc^of time^ for to that 
been an opportunity of reading and consi- the noble lord’s charge was principally ad» 
dcring them, so soon should the subject dressed; he should say, that it was for the 
be brought before the House: and that, advantageofju6tice,^^f truth, (wliiclimust 
for the reasons so eloquently given by the be the object of every honest judge), in a 
right hon. gentleman on the opposite side, case where the defendant comes prepared, 
He agreed with that rightbon. gentleman, to hear his statement before any division 
that as the .House on thC'^ne hand should of the business: the end of the proseca* 
d^atch with jealousy over 'the conduct of tion was not the prgper time to divides 
the judges, so o»'tha.''ther-it should pro- cause: he should sey to a defendant, 
teetthemi while deserving of protection, “ Let me hear your opening; I shalf then 
not dniy as a debt of justice due to the know the outline of your defence, and fix 
judges, but as a debt due to justice her- yrou to ypur first statement.”—The noble 
sell; in order that the public confidence in lord'had stated another circumstance as 
the purity ’of the administration of our having operated to his disadvantage, from 
laws might nbt be disappointed,* and that a most unaccountable misunderstawding of 
, ^he course* of that adminf^itration might our legal fomrs of proceeding. A number 
conffbua the admftatioh of the world; for, of dc%idants in the same cause w,pre as- 
unless the judges were protected in the sisted by as many as eight counsel, rc' 
exercise of their functions, the p'Qblic opi- tained by some or other of them; and tlie 
nion of the excellence of our laws would noble lord brought as a cause of complaint, 
inevitably be weakened; and to weaken that all the eight were not permitted to 
public opinion, was to weaken justice her- address the jury. Did not the noble 
self. He agreed also'with the right hon.’ lord know, that*-although each defendant 
gentleman,^ that, in order to bring the might, if Itc plea^d, address tlie jury, 
subject befare a committee, the chief-I yet iiaiborc than tnc loading counsel were 
justice m*ust be charged with sgrae matter | ever permitted to do^As to the other 
of fact; for, if fdrcc^ inferences werp to j charges, they filieda great quafitu^'of paper: 
form the whole of th&.ichatgeg^the*e whs ' some of them he should not go througii, 
no act of a man’s life thafmi^it not, by because hon. gentlemen bad had suflicient 
tortured constructions, be turned to his opportunity to weigh their merits; but all 
disadvantage. He trusted,* therefore, the of them imputed misconduct at the %'ial; 
House would not suffer the subject to pass and, in orifer to pr^ve this, facts' wbicli 
into a committee; for if tliey permitted a took place suhseqifently to the trial, which 
committee to sit they, in some measure, were neyer brought before the jury, sup- 
sanctioned the charge.-S-He should now . ported by mere voluntary affidavits, wars 
make one or two observations on the first stated to have produced portiality and 
diarge. The .right hon. gentleman who corruption in the judge at the trial, 
spoke last, had most {ruty said, ^habwhat. Tirougb he had no right to impute im- 
. the noble judge had done, so far from |tooper motives to ^e noble lord in bring- 
operating ag^st the priscuncr, had turned ing forward diese charges, he bad a right 
materially t^is advant<^e; namely, the at least to desire tbaithOntibledord would 
giving time for *th^ 'impression that ha^ exeri‘«se*/iome cautioD''before he so rea- 
been made on the mind of the jury td take diiy attributed imprt^er motives tn ano- 
its due course. *With respect to*the c'oun- tber; but it wu clear fironii the wh^ lane 
6cl, he would venture* to say, tbat*h) a of die artiolw, that they did not come 


A 
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from any conWctioD of mind on tbe part 
a£ Uie framer of them, but from a cautious 
waearch for points of captious objection. 
Where was tbe noble judge alleged to 
have mistated the law ? Where was he al¬ 
lied to have mistated fact i Nowhere! 
save as to one Alexander'Murray, which 
now proved to be without foundation. 

But the noble judge made use of erroneous 
nasoningf and did not give*tl|a proper 
inferences^ t fagbint l This was'She whole 
amount of the dhai^. And who hras the 
Airest judge of the coflitructioa to be put 
on facts, a person sAp wa^mot implicated, 
v^ose mind came rPme'aKamtnation un¬ 
biassed, whose fame and character were 
at stake on the construction he should 
form—or the accusigd himself.^ The soli¬ 
citor-general sakiv he agreed with the 
right hon. gentleman who spoke last, that 
the House must see a corrupt mind, l^fore 
they went into a committee; so far from 
this, what was tbe sjtuatbn of the learned 
judge before this trial ? This was no mat¬ 
ter done in a corner; tbe trial took pla<» 
before a ctowded court, before persons of 
the highest rank and eminence, whom 
curiosity had attracted; and tlie aobW, 
and, he would say, the -apright judge* 
who presided, was auppoled to have vio¬ 
lated his duties—to have aaerifieed a cha¬ 
racter, earned by a loij^aud labortuus 
course at the bench and at the liar—to 
have subjeoted-hiraselfto the disgrace of 
an impes^ment in that House—and for 
what i What was it to him beyond the 
event of the trial, what became of De 
Berenger, ef Butt, of**Cochrane J(dm-' 
•atone? •what, even,-of the noble lord 
hnnself^^Hfie would dill the attenfien of the 
House to tlm^oharfcter of the noblb judge. 

Never ^ki^^fJiere an individual m the bar, 
or on the bench less liiAie to ihe imputa¬ 
tion of corrupt motives. Nevmiwas tllfere 
one more remarkable for independence,— 
he,* would* say sturdy indmiendence—of 
character, than the goblc andl^rned lord. 

For twelve years he had presided on tbe 
bench, with unsullied honour—ndisplayiDg 
a perfect knowledge of tbe laww-mdaclpg 
as much legal learning as was evermamsed 
by any individual. And now, iaMm latter 
part of his life, when he had inp^: it. 
the highest dignity to which a miui CfNdd 
arrive, by a promotion, well-eirned at the 
bar, aad doiiMy'welhearned on the bept^, 
they were told, that, in the face of the J 
public, when aU around him mid an op-*^ 
por^ity of detoctmg bin, he had Mori-k 
need all hif honouii, by a^iDC ftmn «or- 
(WI^XX^V.) ^ ® . 
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rupt motives, for which no reason what¬ 
ever was assigned. If the noble lord had- 
made Ipecihc charges against the learned 
judg^f^if his articles atate^hat h|^ had 
n^3^tood by,porniptioc^that he had 
a bribe—thai^ bad oonsult'ed with 
.mao or that man on the suoject— 

^ {hb* nofiie lord say to the 

ouse, ** Give me a eoauniUee, that 1 
ay prove diese specific, facts.” -But 
here were the facts to be/ound? The 
loble lord referred in all his argumenta- 
ive artiejes (for so they were, not one 
specific charge being made) to the printed 
report oMie trial—which, he doubted not, 
was accurate,'because it was given by a ' 
most ^curate man. Let the House read 
thsftrial—let*them look at the evidence- 
let them consider the summing up, and 
tbe comments of the learned judge—and 
they would asanredly cothe to this con¬ 
clusion, thaf, Instead of haying pressed 
the case loo hhrdly, he had omitted muuh 
that might have bqon J^rged against the 
noble lor^. There never was a fairer nor 
a more impartial charge than that de¬ 
livered by the learned judge, in,summing 
up tbe ca8e.J The noljje lord had 'drawn 
into consideration some other matters— 
that«onp point had not been proved, and 
another poin^had ngt been pnoved, wllU^h 
were material to* him. • This mlghiMie so.' 
But was it the fault of tlie learned judge ? 
Was herto suppose thal those gentlemen 
to whom the case of the noble lord was 
intrusted, were deficient in their duty? 
No such thing. It was never suggested 
to him. And, even if U'were, he could 
nol command a diftereiit cour6e to be 
taken. He Irad a right to sujtpose that the 
gentlemen employed had proved every¬ 
thing that could ybe*proved for their 
elierits—and, conceiving the evidence to 
be fully’'g‘ifeti, he ■Jieft the case fairly to 
the jurj^ who cpme to the decision of 
which the noble lord complained. He 
would only the attention of the House 
to one point contained in the artides. It 
waa alleged that the fioble and learned 
lord, thot^h herappearid anxloua to know 
what passed at 'the time the servant 
. brought De Bvangeifs letter to Iprd 
Codiraiae, yet did'not examine him as to 
all the facts connected with tlfiit transac¬ 
tion. Now, Jliow did this• stand? Afler 
haying been en^aiined by tile counsel for 
the prosecution and for the defence, the 
learned , Ju4ge eska^' tbe witness, ” What 
did kwd Gfliminhe say vrhep you delivered 
hun the Qcta If that were not proef of 

(I) ■ 


I ‘ 
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a dis{)osition to learn every thing that oc- to a committee, because, on the faee of 
•curred, he knew not what was. The an- them, there was no criminal matter for in« 
swer was—■“ Very well, Thomas, then I quiry. ‘ 

mustfeturn.^. This was all lord Coct|rane Sir Francis Burdett expressed his dis- 
said, accord!^ to the depositiotl^' o%the position to deal out equal justice to all 
witnesjT—-and-yet the'tdharge was.'^that^e parties, and to consider this case with the 
learned |udge ,^id ‘ not aslj every tlimg utmost temperShce. In the presence of 
about this meeting—and th8t,*tH^efbiw,* the noble lord, who had brought forward 
he was guilty of partiality and edtruptiob*^* thqge. charges, he was indisposed, from 
Without going throimh the articles, onc' motives of delicacy, to state hU firm im- 
by one, hq ccould safely state;* that thej pression of the innqeeai:% ch that noble 
contained more charges of inference' lord, and of the seifitsrity and injustice of 
The learned judge was accused of par^^ his sufferings. He^would treat the qnes- 
tiality, injustice, and misrepresentation, tion wdth th&t ,.codli||ra and impartiality 
because he did notreason ^then>ame way which became hfs du^, and to which lie 
in which the noble lord would have done, wished the learned judge, to whom the 
He had drawn, it was said^ wrong infe- accusations referred, had paid more atten- 
renccs from much of the evidence—and, tion, upon the trial '^nder consideration. 
ergo he was guilty of partiality and injus- He could also wish fiiat the hon. and 
tree. In his opinion, it would be acting learned gentleman who had just sat down, 
with gross injustice towar^ the noble and had evinced somewhat more of his cha- 
learncd lord, if the House did not imme- racteristic candour upon this oosasion. 
diately, after the present'discussion was But with respect to^the hon. gentleman 
ended, come to»ia determination, that (Mr. Law) who deprecated so much the 
those articles ought not to be referred to entertainment of any charges of this na- 
a committee. He did not advise this for turo, because, truly, such chirges were 
the purpose of stopping inquiry, but to calculated to interfere with the character 
show that the judgment of tl^el4^ouse was, of thb administration of justice, it must 
that there *as no criminal matter to con- *be obvious that such language (excusable, 
sider. He thought the articles ought not perhaps, from that hon. gentleman)* would 
^ to go to. a committee, bec^ise there was operate agaim^ the investigation of any 
notnHTg fp'r inquiry that could, by possibi- charge^ whatever against any judge— 
Ifty, throw the slightest imputation upon would, indeed, form a bor against the 
the character of the noble and* learned exercise of the best privilege of that 
judge. He was glad the time was at House—the’privilege of inquiring into the 
length come, when the House were called conduct of courts of justice. He could 
on to state their feeling on this subject, “not, however, suppose that the House 
IF he had concerved, Wiat so long a time * would be influenbed in any degree by the 
would have been suffered to elapse, before common-place iirai^e of the ben. gentle- 
the fjuestion Vas brought fofward, he ccr- man, fo# his obse^otions tVould serve 
tainly shduld have opposed thp vote for equally*to defend all'^dwes—to^ shelter 
printing the articles—pot to prevent their even those jud^ who had "efragged 
being read—but to talne th ejeoa e of the from the benclffor their misconduct—to 
House on this important ji^it, namely, pibtect,' "fiir instance, from trial or con- 
whetlier they contained any impeachable demnatietn the judges who had acted so 
^ matter or not. He did not pursue'this iniquitoasly tdwSrds Russel aftd Syd’*ey. 

course at the time, becaung he wquld not But tha ubfiiervation!^ of the hon. gentle- 
, have it said, that he took undue means to '’maU'Oould, "incfilct^ have no weight with 
prevent the pullieity of the charges. tbiUkihg jinen, and perhaps it would have 
’Every person, Hbwever,'having had ai^ b|atf as w^l if the hon. gentleman had 
opportunity of crasidering them, ho con- spard^Iietn ■: at 'all events, it would have 
fussed, he then left very anxious that a »witfen'#| tveli if the hon. gentleman had 
decision ^ould be edme to imidedhMely, i^BBiaed* from acrimony on the present 
. and, theretore, he gave notice of a motion '^d(6casiojHi. It would be indeed becoming 
on the subic^, after the reaess, • The day the nature- of the case to avoid acrimony 
and hour now come, .when a judg- on belli sides. Helspprdved of the con- 
inent was to be formed on this case; and^ dtictvf thg n^lelord near him, in wholly 
^ he sat down, perfectly convinced that the 'Abstaining from acrimonious observations 
House would agree with him in thinking, - —in confining, himaelf to the merits of the 
that these charges shoutd not be referred motion. * ' * 
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With respect to that motion, he could peered before lord Cochrane in a red 
not concur with the opinion of the right coat, of which tlicrc was no evidence, 
bon. gentleman below l*im (Mr. Pon> This ^harge militated against the state* 
eonby), that it referred only to the first mcn^f .the hon. and leaned gentleman 
charge; that that indeed formed the^ra* wb/sj^olast, and'It mif^t be inferred, 
vamen of the charges. This, however, frwtnhul'pi^ bavio^noticed it, that he had 
appeared to him a very erroneous opinion; n/t^perused the articles.* This accusation 
for in looking to that part of the case .vasn^ of thf nature Iip;had dCiscribcd— 
which referred to tlie postponement of the had nothing to do wit^ erroneous rea- 
trial, and^ie separation of tbef jury, which, poning—it was a specific charge of mis* 
by the wlj^ waa;^ pr actice of late years, uireciing the jury-^of suppli^ing evidence 
it formed a very'^iwus charge against the Jto them, which the witnesses liad not 
learned judge. The light hon. gentleman f given.’ There was not a tittle of evidence 
below him, as weU,.p<tbe ^o«. and learned to support the observations made by (he 
gentleman who spoke laSt^ had, no doubt, Ufarned.^’^ilS? ^bis part of the case- 
maintained tliat it was of the greatest ad- and it ought Hot to pass unnoticed, that* 
vantage to an advocate to reply while the those observations were couched almost 
evidence upon whi^i he was to comment in ^he very words that had been made use 
was fresh in tharmind of the jury. To of by tHe counsel for the prosecution, in 
this proposition, however, he (sir Francis) bis opening speech. If what the learned 
could not subscribe; for he must ever lord here stated had beeir proved in eyi* 
think*it advantageous to any man to have dence (but he denied that it was), and had 
some time to deliberate upon the facts and he (sir *Franeis) been on the jury, he 
arguments which Ae was called upon to should have been comqjelled to return that 
answer. But without dm merits of any verdict whidn the* jury had given. .What 
general proposition, it was sufficient to were thi^ words Of the learned judge? 
state, that on this particular occasion the ‘‘ Having,” said he, hunted ,down the 
counsel distinctly declared to the •judge game, they showed what .became *of his 
their inability, from fatigue, to enter intef- skin. De Ferenger, it seems, pulled his 
the defence at that late hour of the night, scarlet yniform off, and appeared in green. 
Therefore the tirade of dm learned gen* But if that,*colour did not, excite loid 
tlemap who spoke last, as to his general Codirane’s suspicion, what becamwof De” 
proposition, was quite beside the question. Berenger’s star and medal i When be saw 
The counsd applied far a postponement those, ft became him, ds an officer and a 
of the tsHd'tintiJ the next day, in conse- gentleman, to ask him where he had been 
quence of their excessive fatigue after a in that masquerade dress? It was, there* 
trial of fourteen hours duration. But die fore, for the jury to consider, whether the 
application Wvas resisted .on this. ground,* defendant did not- know *very well where 
as allegwdj»y the judge, that several pub* Dt Berenger had been ?” The, learned 
Ha officers-iwere in lAtendance to.be exa* lord also observed, *' That *De Berenger 
mined as witn^ssd^i and that their attend* came before lord Cochrane iu the costume 
ance a'^ei^dS^ay would be inconvenient of liis crime..” Nom there was not an 
to the public business, of the country, iojapfyvideocetc^rove that De Berenger 
Yet the trial was afterwards jiostponed, ever ap^'ifted befqre lord Cochrane in 
witho^ examining those witnesses, There- what , the-learned judge had termed his 
focehefelt himself entitled to say, that *.* «asquera4e dr^a’t If such evidence 
the jsdge assigned a ftdse reason &r re* were given, his case would have been ' 
jecting the application of.the d^dant’s utterly defenceless. A hackney coach- ^ 
counsel, and oompelling them, to .wnter man was the only pepon who deposed ’ 
into the defence when tb^ wtei^ (hat iQe Berenger wentito lord Cochrane’s 

unable so to do—wbeq, indeed,'house in a red uniform. That hackney 
as well as the counsd, must hofe^h^t coachman, he believed; received a sum of 
exhausted; such cooduet, tbani, money fur his *levidence' [Hear, hear!], 

ceived to involve O'directs (^mrgO; of. lps X|e had heard so. The Stock Exchange 
and partiality, worthy oiiinqairy. , committee o^ered moneyafor evidence? 

Than, as to the Igtb'Charge^, that ol^i* he did notmeai^to say for Mse evidence, 
oontaioed 0 very seriou^jfccusation The 4^arhe^ General sp*oke (o order, 
agamst the learned judge. It set forth,' The questipo was, .wihether those cliargp 
<• that the chief jttsikefbad ttoworranubly. should go before a committee; and in 
enforced aji opinion, tiiat De Berengere^* supportmg the affirmative or that question. 
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the htmotirable baronet had unwarrantably the proceedings of the judges; and) when 
stated what he had heard elsewhere^ that a grave charge was solemnly brought fo^ 
Crane the coachman had received a Lribe, ward, justice to the country, as welt’as to 
as the^purcha^ of false testimo^ [juries the judge, demanded an inquiry into ic;<i—t 
of No, no, no^ \ much sti'css had been laid on the circuns' 

The Speaker c|ecided that the^efternw- stance of these charges having been pre- 
general 'was certahly out of mderin calfr seated by the noble lord, who was a mem- 
ing the hod. baronet to ordeni - • r her of that House, Now, members of 

Sir Francis Burdett resumed. He said' parliament possessed certain privileges; 
he was always happy to'hear what learned and one of them was, the right Of laying 
gentlemen og these oecasions wished to an article of charge uq yn t he t^le of that 
say, because, if thehr feelings could not be House. * But a membiK'^M&'iaot, in fact, 
suppressed, the House generally got more any material advantage 4n this respect, fo» 
frogi them than when they were on their any other mem^b®*"'’ 'dbe community 
guard [A laugh]. It was.a gesat mis*- might also prefec b charge in the shape of 
•representation to say, that tie had accused a petition) which be (sir Francis) should 
the coachman of receiving a bribe for not hesitate to present; nor could he sup- 
false evidence. He had merely observivl, pose that any member that House, aware 
that theStock Exchangehad oifereamoney of hbi-duty, woidd refuse to present such 
for evidovice; and, therefore, the evidence a petition. TbereHire, there was no 
of those who wele thus rewarded ought to migh^^^diderence in such cases between 
be received with great cauthm. The case Bi«nbers of that House and other indivi- 
of' lord Cochrane depended on ‘che evi- deals. But as the charge under consi- 
dence of Crarie, ilj,e quachit^an—and his deration was presented by a member of 
tCTtim.ony, • he thought, might Ije recon- that House, it was surely not the less'en- 
ciled with the statement of the noble lord, titled to attention. • 

De Bererjgei’, when he got out of the The sentenee' which had been passed 
coach,' had a greqjt coat on,*^ and it was. oh thennoble lord was considered by every 
said under that he wore a fed tmiforra. jierson, except the noble lord himseif, as 
It was important to knoW 'whelhe^ he immoderately sevete. The noble loid bad 
wore such »» uniform, or not,^ for, if he scorned to apply for a remission of any 
'did not, Uiere was an end to the main part of that sentence. Conscious of bis 
cause ^ suspicion. Lord Yarmouth innocence, be had said, If L committed 
stated, in his evidence, that the bhiform this ofience---i^ the accusation be true, 
of De Berengcr, as adjutant of the rifle then 1 deserve not merely ithiasenteBce. 
corps which his lordship commanded, was but one ten thousand times more eevere." 
green, with red facings. Now the coach- But he utterly disclaimed any pfurticipa- 
than might have’seen the red collar, and *tion in the transaction. Hdde the hon. 
De Berertger’s great coat being buttondd, baronet detailed the preeeediafs of the 
the principal \jplour might have escaped noble b/d to obtain V new triid in order 
his oteervation. It was impossible; he to prov% his ia|)oce]td<t>«, by adducing 
conceived, to get rid o^this charge, further evideno^aud strei:^j’'i;ir<iimad- 

impuled to the judge a^serious mjsdjreo^ verted upon the^WSiMluct of the court of 
tion, on a point of vei^r greatibp'ortaace. Kiitg’s-b^dk in rejecting the noble lord's 
The question for the House to consider tqiplTcation upon the subject, - becauge, 

^ was, Did these charges, if 'admittad, truly, others involved in the same mdipt- 

* contain criminal matter for^tbe considera- ment, and who Imd fled the country, did 

• jH,” the House?” He conceived they not join in thq application. When the 

flia— and the one be had just' referred, to noble locd^stat^, that he could brii^ for- 
a^ared to him of very'great weight in- Wted >Midwee.to rebut diose facts whidi 
dfeet. As to seeking fbr motives for iot- wi^ghellaiOsaagaHiM him, and which were 
pr^er conduct, it yas not their duty. No .itimHena toixiaduce a court of jnstiee to 
doubt, the judges who eoiAiemnedl>]l«iiell Mtlm. th«fe,i8entMce^ he was met by « 
and Sidney, were, at the-time, ^ohOnof rale li^liiewihurt^ whicdi, in his opinion, 
as then of high character, ijho goald'ttot Wi iMT-feom admioUtea- 

he supposed ft suffer nnjj^base motive^ to tian^ttf wdMlfMitttal jttstioa, iaopedod aid 
infloenc^ their conduct. Such arguments opposed ik He knew o£ nouright a court 
as these ought to be Vanished from Aat ft n]|ia»^ulea<xf<sueii a Ascription. 

- House. It was Cheir doty to look, with .The&rojft Charter said-i.M Nulli vende- 
Constitutional ihspiden %Bd jealoiay,,^ nus, nuQi ntgabimus nnt defet^na, jut- 
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tidap'vel rectum.” But here there was a | arrived at the question before them. It 
negater; and, he might add, looking to was due to the noble and learned judge and 
the expense, if a new trial were granted, to thJ character, of the.administration of 
a vendetur also. This was extremely justiM not to pause too Iona He, how* 
bard on the noble lord; and, situated as eve|, was not of option ^at there had 
he was, it was no wonder that he made b^,ta04i^h delay >. for if the subject 
every eifort.in his power->*to do away the hid bMn ,taken oqi ofatbq hands of the 
accusation of having been concerned in a .imble lard, it’might haye given vise to the 
transaction of which he knew nothing, .iuspirion tl^^here was something in the 
But he )^s not permitted tp bring for- charges whi^ war meant to be crushed, 
ward his me again; he was tdd that, as uf, however, the ntdile and, learned ju^ 
all the parties w^@%ot in court, he could (were not either more or less than man, he 
not have a new trial. «They had beard of /would consider this to be a proud d^ to 
a very severe courV. meqj^oned in an mi- him when he should hear the result of the 
dent author-^. v. * . cKscussum. It was a great consolation to 

•• —ubi Rhadamaotbug faabet doriniiaa Kgna, the noble and'learned judge to know, that. 

Castigaique, auditque dokn.” after the lapse of two long years, there 

But, in this case, the court was more ob* cqpld not be found in this nation,' in its 
durate—they would punish, but th^ re* presentbnlightened state, any man to pre- 
fr^ed to bear. The hon. tod learned gear, sent these charges to the Housei but the 
tleman, who h8d..argued that the'charges untmtunate culprit who .had been found 
oughfc not to be entertained, had selet^sd guilty by a jury of his country. Nobody 
the weakest of them for anirnadversmo, appeayew with him on this occasion but 
and given them as a smople of the wbde. me hon. baronet, so Iqng and so honour- 
Tfais was not acting fauly. If he bad ably associcmd vrifli him in the affections 
picked oat the strongest charge—com- of the el&tors of that city in which they 
bated with it, and showed its fallacy—that were then sitting. Passing over many of 
would have been treating the subject ,tbe hardships which it bad been said the 
properly, and in the manner which its im» noble lord uad been compelled to submit 
portMce deserved. Nothing, however, to, he qpme to the observations which the 
could be more unlike the thing than the bon. baronet, had made on trial. Jfi. 
sample which the hon. and learned gentle- this it had been-imputed to-the learned* 
man ])ad produced. It was ndt. a frir jadge who presided on that occbsion, that 
way of proceeding to pick*out what might he hid dealt* unjustly* by the accused; 
be tconsidared as surplusage on the sub- that he, for some motive not to be con- 
jeot.; * The refustd of a new trial was not a ceived, had done that which, if really done, 
light -charge, and ought not to be lightly wotdd havebeen one of the basestactsof in- 
treatedi- Se should nope, therefore, that* jusrice that bad ever disgraced any judg- 
the lloniBiu wmdd. not be' of opinion with uient eeat,—ordered the counsel vf de- 
the hon. rand-leaiilted gentleman, that fendant to proceed with a defence at a time 
then: lOas not in t^e charges of suffi- when they were so much exhausted as to 
cieut makefthmn. a fit subject of be aneqdal to the task, in order to get the 

consideratimi. The hoc. baronet agmn .Boh|e lord into' |jie trammels of convic- 
iQonteaded, that the learned, judge «faad tion.. *The learneij judge to whom this 
been guilty of gross misrepresentatiou, in conduct had been imputed, had been so 
the course of .his charge, and .eonpluded weUr idpdicsted with.respect to . his con* 
by calling on the House to accede to the duct in this instance by the right hon. 
motion, unless they of opinum, that gentleman,opjlosite (Mr. Ponsonby), that 
a mi6tatementmadebya»judgeto«}urym- Jittle or nothing was left for him on the 
8 mistatement evidently. nob ^ 4|(an^ jubject. If ha tbougl4 it necessary to say 

an error in jadgmeiib«..nsr>iuiil>rtb]f^f fay tking on this; point, he should feel he 
(heir serious attention.,i.-nt mtisVhotii^, ^uld not do better than to.rqpeat thq lu- 
-be clear, to any-m^ wW impMrtinlljiibfl^ .tnipousi speed? of the'right hon. gentle- 
the charges tlircnghou|;, .Ihsfitihef sHon- mgn. . At -present he should only remark, 
(abed a greidrieal of iiii{i«a(^bleri3|iiitter^ that sogadiody must vegi^te the sittings 
.which caUed Ar. the ii^iuaiitiQn of that of the oourt^ and determine when its ad- 
House. • . ^4 . K jQumment should takq platee, ^r no busi- 

Attarrut^iGmerfd aauk he lines/ ness codd be got through with, and this 
(hat many persCM, were Of opituon (hp <Inty of .course .rested wi^ the noble and 
Hpuse hi|d^paused too*Itog before 4hey, learned|udge. 'But it said,/* How 
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cruel it was in the learned lord to call on 
the defendant’s counsel to proceed, when 
they were so much exhausted, anc^t so 
late an houiV’ Those who spoke Vius, 
knew*tittle ofyhe hd-dships to which^ie 
profession wece subjected, if t^fy 4houWjt 
this would be consideflod to press veW 
hardly ou> chose situation‘wes thd» 

made the subject of comnjiseration.'* Hd 
himself had been engd^ed in bis profes¬ 
sional laboui;3 ^from nine o’clock that 
morning, without having taken the slightest 
rest oi"refection, and he shoulid be ex- 
trennely ashamed if he could not continue 
his exertions till a later boue»of thb 
•night than that at which thS^ had yet ar¬ 
rived. la a case like that of the noble 
lord, the counsel, from finding it hopeless, 
might be content to adjourn on the plea of 
their beihg fatigued, but the result on this 
occasion had proved they were not disqua¬ 
lified from the due performance of their 
duties, for, oh looking at the uc&nce, it 
must be admitted *{j[iat^rnortal man could 
not hay e made more of such mWgials than 
had been made of them by the ^unsel of 
• the noble Jord. Every man who had ever 
been (>laced in such a situation must, 
know, that it*was an advantage to proceed 
with the casa, while the * subjqpt was 
goowing qpon them; while ^ey bad dis¬ 
tinctly in their recollection the form and 
manner of the witnesses. This had ever 
been bis feeling. That whidi was offered, 
with the benefit of ail these circumstances 
of the moment, would be likely to be for¬ 
cible and convincing; but, reserved tO'the 
following day, it'would become vapid and 
of no edebt. Much had been said of tfie 
misfortuaes off the noble lord by the hoo. 
baronet. He thought it was not the least 
of them that the ncble jord had happened 
to have the hon. barono( foy his advopate* 
in that House [Hear, hear^.^ He 
meant to say he was unfortunate in this 
instance, as the hon.«baronet had thought 
‘proper to enlarge on a part of the case on 
which he could be followed;, with almost 
*the certainty of bripging.conviction home 
to every man, tbatAhat view ought .to be 
taken of the question witich was in; direct 
opposition to the wlshestof the noUe lord. 
'Tlie hon. baronet had •thSught it^ wa> a 
serious chaise against lord EUenborough, 
that he ha4 said—** Not qply had the 
game been huflted down, but it had bepn 
shown wb%t wak become of the skin.’* By 
** the game, ^e person of De Berenger was 
'>evideDtly meant; By the skin, the red coat, 
M'ith the orders; and aH the trumpeiy 


which decorated it, which had been worn 
for the purpose of carrying on the fraud. 
The hon. baroitet iiad said, if it had been 
proved that De Berenger had gone to lord 
Cochrane in that dress, this would have 
satisfied him of the .noble lord’s guilt. 
After what had'passcd in this debate, it 
became his painful duty to prove that De 
Berenger had done this. 'Fhe attorney- 
general then«went over the cvidi^ce, aad 
attempted to show th^ ][^ Befcnger had 
goneto*lord Cochrane^norTsein the cos¬ 
tume of bis crime.. It was, he said, 
proved that he^had worn it at Dover, 
where, at one two o’clock in the 
morning he knocked up the people of 
cne of the inns, he went, he believed, to 
the Stup-inn, where he pretended to be 
the bearer of great news, and wrote his 
dispatoh to admiral Hallowell in the 
Dowitti; that the telegraph might be set 
to work as soon as it was day-light) and 
thus enable the conspirators, at this end of 
^e chain, to pocket tfiie produce of their 
fraud, even before tlieir messenger could 
get to town. It was proved* that De 
Berenger had worn this dress on the road, 
till be got into Cmae’s coach at Lambeth 
Marsh, and proofed to lord Cochrane’s 
house. It was 'proved that these he 
changed bis coat, tmd put on a black one, 
which was furnished by his lordship;: and 
stronger circuQi^ntial evidence than that 
which bad been''obtained to establish these 
facts, had not been given in many oases, 
where the parties accused had.eKpiated 
their crimes With their lives. . But>it was 
wished to get rid. of Crane’s evidence. 
The hon. baronet had not beea-tvery nice 
in speaking of this md^’s character, how- 
ever tender he mmbt cha racter in 
other instances. #lt<Uiad DgSirfSfHi that 
Crane received a^aegftsum of money for 
the evidence he had given on this occasion. 
He (the attorney-general) had under¬ 
stood by this that it was meant he had «e- 
ceived a bribe. He was not sorryt'that 
he had called the hen. baronet to order 
when speaking on this subject, as he 
had gi^ aim an opportunity of saying 
tb^ be only' meant that he had received 
the.rewiird which be bad been offered by 
thg'iihoek Exchange, and that there was 
no haem in ibis. If tiiere was no harm in 
his receiving tiaw^money from the Stock 
Ex^Kige, he cou)d not miderstand-what 
^ense er wli|t impoitance«theae was in the 
diservation which the*hoB. baronet 
made* If He came ftaravifd but as the 
vritaess of truth', and received Uie reward 
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wliich the Stock Exchange had offered to to the charge that was grounded on the 
those who should come forward, what refusal of a new trial. The hon. baronet 
could this circumstance detract from the aliovned that an obstacle in point of law 
importance of his evidence ? This man sto^ in the way of grantirjfe a rvilp for a 
might be said to have gone through a fiery nefv trial, and that 4he n^)ie and learned 
ordeal. If what he had said was untrue, j>’!dge illight'plead precedent, and the prac- 
the noble lord might haVb found means of ^ce of we qourtl'fef his conduct. The 
provhsg it to be false; but two years had* wble"accuser, howev^, coukt "derive no 
passed away, and who had dared to indict’/presumption itt favour of his innocence 
iiim for.il^at he had sworn 'on the trial i '| from* such a refusal, as his defence had 
If De not go to the house of really^ been brought forward, in the plead- 

lord Cochransrin tSe red coat, whbre were ings on the motion for a new trial, and his 
iiis lordship’s servants!; and why were they ^ additionahallidavits received. He had at 
not called to prove this might be said, first been found guilty by a grand jury of 
that this was the fault of the counsel; but fiis countryn^l^n, and their decision was 
in a case like this, such a point would confirmed by tlie verdict of a petty jury.’ 
have been insisted upon; and he was sure He tbeii moved for a new trial; bi}t as m 
the noble lord’s counsel could not but see cases oj[ conspiracy, such a motion could 
the importance ‘of putting a negative on not be complied with, unless all those who 
the red coat. But one of lord Cloch> were convicted joined in it, it waS refused, 
rane’s servants 'had been calIed>teDen- Did the noble lord suffdr by such a re* 
man,* the servant, who had seen De Be* fusal ? His case wa$ lieard ov^ 

renger when he tyrived, and while he again-b^me Judges—the notes of the lord 
%vas writing the note which was carried chief justiceiwho.pres’ded at his trial were 
to Ills lordsliip at the tinman’s, yet none read—amd^ortunity was allowed of com- 
of tlie ndl)lo lord’s counsel had ventured paring inem with the short-hand notes 
to ask him a question respecting the coat taken by others; and; after the most ma- ' 
which De Berenger had worn. ‘Every >ture deliberation, after, re’^iearing all the 
tittle of the evidence proved that De Be- depositions of the witnesses,'and any new 
renger had worn the red*coat from Dover affidavits that'could be brought forward, a 
to the house of lord Cochrane. It fol- full court ofVjudgea confirmed the verdKat^ 
lowed that he must have been s,een in it of the jury, and decided that'tUere was no‘ 
by the noble lord; and it became the duty ground for a new trial. Here the bon. 
of the noble and learned judge to offer and ledrned g&nticmaii paid a high tribute 
those comments which he had submitted of respect to the learned judges who occu- 
to the jury. He would have been guilty pied the bench on that occasion, and par- 
of a dereliction of his duty had Im not ticularly to two of them now no more, 
asked why lord Cochrane, seeing De Be-* than whom, more uprig'ht, more learned, 
renger4tt this mountebank or masquerade or*more humane judges never a'dorned a 
dress, which he n^t have knbwn could < court of justice. They all.lupported the 
have? been nothonest p'hrpose—- dtrectior^ of the lord chief justice, and the 

why li^ n^p^Mared before him in it—know- ffqding of the jmy.-^It had been said, 
ing Dc Berenger ter he then a prisoner, in thaCiOP,t|ii9 occas^n the character of the 
the rules of the King’s-bencH, and knhw- justice of the eqantry had been artfully 
ing him to be a candidate for a situation mixed up with that of the judge. He de- 
omboard his majesty’s ship the Tonnant, nidd that this was tlffe case. He, acting 
then going out to * The noble under the nobl|p and learned judge, as he 

and learned judge, he repeated it, had a had done for' some years, in the case of, 
right to assume that from its no^^appearing th^meanest individual, should not fear to 
that this dress had been challei^lfed .^y point out to his lordsiffip any instance id 
lord Cochrane, that he was a pMfytO the which he conceived him to have travelled 
imposition, to further which it proved out of the law; He v^duld act thus, a»^e 
to have been used. ' If the lion. baftCirfMlt- thoxghf it was fits duty to do, treating the 
was really disposed to draw the eoncftisicm notde and learned judge with'all the re- 
of guilt from the establislMnent of tl^tfact, spect due to |iis high character and situa- 
liis heart, he wks afhtld; must be wrong tioui without ft^r of his ^sple^ure, or 
with pity fijif tho noble aocui^, as'there, without thinking of courting hijTOpproba- 
couVl be no doubt that the point on whidi tiod by af different line of cmidilct. If he 
he rested his defence wjw proved again<^> had seefl What he thought an error in his 
him. Tlmattomey-generolJiext adverted conduct on t|ie'^rial establisiied by any 
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' thing that had been said this nipht, he the most flagitious acts. He (^lord C.) 
would not have fliiled to have poured it could not subscribe to that doctrine. He 
out to the noble and learned lord. V No* thought the bonf member had stepped in 
thing*of thd. kind appeared, anch^ he rather injudiciously between his noble re* 
thought, on gWhig tis best attention, to lative and the proposed inquiry, if he felt 
the whole of the circuuMtaueaai that the that the lord cliier justice had acted as he 

House wo^ld be ^rtey injuq- had described. '* 

tice if they did Hit rejet!^ die Nrhqle As t6 the gross and offensive eit^res* 

^ese charges from beginimig to end, as. 8ion,s of the attorney-general, they could 
contnning no matter of crimihation against not admit of* the same excuse, he as- 
lord EUenbpsougb, whose conduct on the sured the learned genUen^jn^ that a know- 
occasion of the trial referred to, called for ledge of the oiHcial du^ne^d to perform 
approbation, not censure. > , prevented their excrtiiig any other feeling 

gir Francis Burdettf in explanation, re- than that whieh ^very non. member must 
peated the assertion, thatj|' Unk-nof ev^ have experienct^ His empty declama- 
*dence was wanting to prove that De Be- tion demanded no reply. He bad made a 
renger had appeared before lord Cochrane bad speech in a bad cause. Although the 
in his masquerade dress. He deqjied bav- learned gentleman had exemplified the 
ins attempted to take away the character freshness of his (lord C's) counsel, by his 
or Cranb. He had only said Uiat that ownMte after a whole day’s attendance in 
evidence which was procured by the ofier couri^^ had not succeeded. “ There is 
#f a reward, ought to be received with no act of a man’s life,’* says his learned 
groat caution. * ' colleague, the solicitor^generai, in defence 

Mr. Barham was oC .opinfon that the of the chief justice, “ that ingenuity can- 
charges could not be entertuh^ by the not torture into evidence of improper fion- 
House; but he said, he retaineOhe opi- duct.** It was of such ingeniou# torturing 
' nion ])e had formed, on reading the evi- that he (lord C.) complained. He would 
dence given on the trial, qamely, thab ask the learned gentleman, whether a just 
lord Cochrahe was entirely innocent of judge would assign a false reason for an 
the crime of which he had hhen convicted, injurious line of conduct, and when the 
^•Lord Cochrane, in reply^ assured the evil was effected pursue a diflferent course ? 
*hon. member (Mr; Law) that he forgave The learned gentleman triumphantly ask- 
those personal ini^tives he had thought ed, ** Does a q^isrepresentation appear on 
fit to utter, in consideratidn of the near the face of the summing up imputable to 
connexion between the hon. member and the judge ? Is there any assignable rea- 
die learned lord Whose conduct was the son for his deviating from the line of his 
subject of discussion. The outline which duty?** He (lord C.) had notiiing to do 
the bon. member had‘traced of the con- * with his motives. Chough probably be could 
duct of a'just judge he perfectly concurred assign them. It was sufficient that lie had 
in, bbt the reverse had been the course* sustained*injury andi^uffercd injustice. 

{ mrsued. * Hia complaint was, 4hat the He would ask the learnclifca alicitor-g caeral, 
ord chief justice'ha^ npt.acte'd on (he whether upon tlit face of tlicTffTII'Rllng up, 
principles the hon. meflibor had lajd Aowh transactions wllteh wbre directly opposite 
—he had not fairly represented* the evi- in'ffvidence weCe not represented to the 
dence, and brought truttb' before the jury jury as alike—as evincing a unity of ac- 
^ in a clear point dF view, to lead their tion } He would ask wlictheC the jsiry 
minds to a just decision; l^t, on the con- ought to have been told by the judge that 
trary, had distorted and misrepresented the non-disclosure df facts which to an in¬ 
facts, and had withheld circumstalices nocent mjin must be unknown, was evi- 
from tliejui^ whi€hwereevidence,and d^ceMi| guilt? Why did lord Ellen- 
were essential to their pronouncing a* just borot^^if his intentions were to do jus- 
v^ict. How cpftld*the bon. member ^^tice, SMtert no proof of his (lord C’s) 
assert, that all lie desired was, that* the ^^||iini,Biid the falsehood of his affidavit, that 
, House wdald do justice?—All that he 1 name omrid not be written at the bottom 
(lord C.) retired was, tba^justice should of «|late, because a postscript was aftea- 
be done—bi» inquiry mus( precede .de- wards added ?. How canfe he to tell the 
> ciMoo. uhe'faoR. memW’s chief argu-^ Jury to his>|wmming up, «‘hat*it was impos- 
mCAt, tliK the purity of a judge otigbt sible to say frdlB whom the bank potea 
not to be suspected in the admiftistralion .fixuidon tbeaj^ait of the fraud proceeded^ 
of justice, must equalljP araly to screen though it was io*proof from wjiom he c&- 
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ce’.vfd them ? How cpme he to den 3 r the 
existence ol' a letter sworn to by the per- 
:^on who wrote it, auduhe> person who re¬ 
ceived it, although ther^ was no opposing 
evidence, merely because, having been 
destroyed, it could not be formally pro¬ 
duced ? How canie llio' learned judge 
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without examining one of those wi^csses 
ivhose release from attendance he had .rCr- 
presetfted as a matter of state necessity, and 
as t|;^ cause of his compelliDig the counsel 
to proceed. If thejuJge’s^syews were cor¬ 
rect, why resort false excuses ? But the 
learned 'gentleman (thesolicitor-general) 


falsely to assert to the jury, that tire frau- l.bad told the House, tliut dtey became r(j- 


eluleul messenger had" uu means of shift¬ 
ing hicQs^f, when it was in puoof that'he 
had a porCtnantnan? Why did he sup¬ 
press the fuct'*3fn^Wence, that it was big 
■iiDough to contain thabcliunge of dress so 
necessary for his subsequqj)t concealment i 
The learned gentleman ii^d called on the 
riousc to recollect the situ<ation in which 
the judge stood—surrounded by men of 
the most enlightened mind—persutts in 
high situalioos, and a ciowdv'd court. 
He asked, is it likely th ik he woidd 
commit himscll'?. But the loarnedjgen- 
tlcmaq had not favoured the House with 
tlie opinion formed by those firesent of bis 
conduct.—He had bailed on the House to 
rcad>tlie charge, and say whether tlie ver¬ 
dict was not merited, lie (lord C.) hoped 
they had read the summing up, and the 
evidence too, and that they had themselves 
ascertained tiiat the former was a gross* 
misrepresentation of. the latter. The 
learned gentleman liad protested that it 


bpousfble for the truth of the charges 
against the lord chief justice if they en- 
,tercd on an investigation ,of, the truth of 
jtheir contents. This was a neW doctrine. 
iThc slightest reflection would show the 
futility—the fallacy of this opinion. Tlijpy 
w»ere rc.^ponsi'plt' only for the decision they 
should come tir when the whole facts were ’ 
before them. 

Jt was the ■bounden duty of tlie House 
to probe'*the matter to the bottom; for, 
cither the lord chief justice wasnmfk to 
sit oil the bench, or he (lord C.) ought 
again to be expelled from that House, but 
not agii'i ’’iiTithoiit investigation. If the 
charges against the lorti’cliief justice were 
untrue, w^'*sucir anxiety on the pip’t of 
the rclat#es, coadjutors, and legal friends 
of the chief justice to got rit( of them 
yritliout cleaving the jcharactor of the 
learned judge from the slander they con¬ 
tained?., ilc unikl not believe their con¬ 
duct proceeijed froni any tegderness tc-* 


was a fair summing up against a body of! wards him (lord* C.)—Wdiy not prove 

persons. He (lord C.) did not complain ' ■ ■ “ ' ’ .- -i< -.f- - n- 

of it iu that point of view, liut as he was 
individually concerned. He hoped the 
House would not be 'Jed away by asser¬ 
tions, but Uiat they would investigate fully, 
and tlieu pronounce their decision. 

He (lord C.) would contend, in con¬ 
tradiction to the opinion of the >ight hon. 
gentHman belpjsig^mtn (Mr. Poi^ouby), 
wlio hau' SSl^r^i'iiat the charges against the 
lord chief justice could not be entertaiued 
unless corrupt motives were set forth, that 
Us the motives of the mind could not be 
ascijrtaineih-it was suilicicnt to shmvthc 
injustice of his acts. Ilc hoped the right 
lion, gentleman had rend the whole of the 
charges, though he liad confliied his ob¬ 
servations and criticisms to the Hrat. As 
he had directed all his attentiai|.!to tins 
one charge, how came he to fkoss un¬ 
noticed the false reason assigned byVh^ 
judge for compelling the defence to be 
entered on after midnight, when the jury 
were is a state of stupefaction, and the 
iwunsel incapable.of eonductiugathe sause 
irom fatigue i Why.did tire learned judge 
adjourn the coait.tlte motoaht thatuthe 
counsel bad labcmred thrcoghtltedelunae, 

/ vm.. xxxTv. t ® 


them false, and cxpcHiiiii from that House 
and from .‘iiwir’ty for ever ? He trusted 
that the House would pursue that line of 
conduct oil the present occasion which 
their duty to their country, a regard to 
their own character, and that which was 
du& to the character of the Idrd ciiief 
justice demanded. He edtreated* the 
House t| sift the matter to the bottom. 
Htj hopeu they would hear the evidence 
Lti li^d^lu prodlu'.s at the bur. Should 
they, hotiever, bA prevailed on to adopt 
a contrary line ot .iondnet, iie would pur- 
sucthis object until ho obtamed that ver¬ 
dict from the public and iVorn posterity, 
over which that’Hoiise, powerful as it war, 
had^io control. 

The .House then divitfed: . • 

■For the JMotidn... . 00 

Against it ... . 89,.' 

T.lie tellers fJr tlie motion were lorn 
Cochrane and sir Francis Burddtt. 

Mr. Foflison^u, in reply to 4ome ofaser- ’ 
vatipns that hudl'allen frorA lord Coch¬ 
rane in the cour^ of tIl^ fdrm^debate, 
I'assuved him tlmt he had given file subject 
much att&olioD, und had 'read through the 
wbple of the c^i«s that very day. He 
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thought the noble lord had acted a part 
• extremely natural to a person in his situa¬ 
tion, and that this situation called'lor the 
utmost indulgence and tiie most />Qtieiit 
considcnitioii^on tl\jp part oi the House. 
This indulgoncc, he conceived, had been 
amply aflorded, ind the last feeling which 
pouldinirucnce him or any hicnabcr of tlio 
House was the fei'ling alluded to by the 
noble lord himself, ifamely, that of de¬ 
rision. Tlifi question was not as to th^ 
guilt or innocence of the noble lord, buf. 
as to the guilt or innocence of lord Ellen* 
Ijprougli. The cliiof justice was there 
drawn into the character of a defendat.t; 

•• and the point was, whether or not a case 
had been made out against him. Upon 
this point the House, with 'the cxcc[^ion 
of the noble lord himself and the hon. 
baronev, had come to an unanimous de¬ 
cision. But there was now another ques¬ 
tion before them, with regard to the pro¬ 
ceedings which ought to'b5\a?tvn on the 
niattcr of charge w^jjeh ^ad been just 
voted unworthy of considemv^n. It was 
impossible that the House shouStl suffer to 
stand OQ its Journals those accusations 
which it had. de^clared to be aitterly up- 
supported.* The neccssary*^ couseqtiencc 
of declaring Ahem not worthy of,cxaoiina- 
(Mtion segmed to be to cxpuqgc them from 
’ the.recqftls of its proceedings, lest any 
indirect appearancemight be aiforded tliat j 
matter of crimination had been laKt against 
the chief justice. Without any view, 
therefore, of preventing or interfering 
with the noble lord’s intentions of pur¬ 
suing any ulterior proceeding, he begged 
leave td move, “ 'J’hat the several entries 
in the vote? qf this House of the 5tli day 
of Mardi last, and the 1st anj(l Jth days 
of this instant April, of the ])roccedjtigs 
of the House in rclati^ to thc^a|(l arti¬ 
cles of charge, be ex^Ji^ed froJli the votes 
of this House." ^ 

Lord Cndlcrcagfi seconded the mation, 
which he thought due both to the House 
itself, and to the character of justice in 
the country. He w'as happy to s(ks the 
• question so fully and impartially consi¬ 
dered, because it was desirable for all par¬ 
ties that every dbubt^hould be dissipated, 
and because it was important to iiiarl(, that 
even if tiie noble lord had established his 
allegations, .the facts prqved ^ould not 
warrant thd conclusions which he ^rew 
from t\^. * Tljcy coiffaincd no criminal 
matter Watever, but imputations, devoid^ 

^ indeed, of all colbur, but amountfeig merely, 
to vague charges of partiality aud 
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present£ilion. Hepgreed entirely in,the 
propriety of erasiiK thorn from the Jour¬ 
nals. lie liadsknii^n instances in which 
the characters of. political men had been 
unjustly attacked in parliament, and in 
which the House had marked its opinion 
in a decided wisy ; biit the most dignified 
course, when the judicial character was 
concerned, seemed to him to be that sug¬ 
gested by the right bon. gcntlcr^n^, whose 
owm legal etninence ga^ i t ilTl additional 
sanction. With res(lEci\to the learned 
judge against wlmin the accusation wos 
directed, he *v(Uihl only say, tliat the al¬ 
most uoprcceqL‘.ilcd vote that had just 
taken place, would show the sense the 
House entertained of his character and 
conduct. 

Lord Coch7-a7ic, said it gave him great 
satis^ction to think, that the vote which 
ha^^gen come to, wa& come to without 
any of bis clmrgcs having been disproved. 
Whatever might he done with them now, 
they would find their way to posterity, 
who would form a judgment on them dif¬ 
ferent from that which liad novwbecn come 
to by that 1 louse: After the decision just 
come to, it was nselcss to take the sense of 
the House on this new proposition. He, 
liowi ver, so long as lie had a scaWin that 
House, would continue to bring tlicm for¬ 
ward, year after year, and time after time, 

I till bp was allowed the opportunity of esta¬ 
blishing the truth of bis allegations. No¬ 
thing in the charges had been disproved, 
and ho should not fnil to bring them again 
under the consideration of the House in 
another shape. •. 

Sir i*'. iSurdelt did not oppose tlic mo¬ 
tion, as kc viewed i%ns the necessary con- 
sequeiJCe of the dccH ^com e to on the 
motion of the noble lordT^*^®"** 

The question was then put and carried. 

• 

IIOUSK OF fJOMMONS, 

• „ 

JVedjiesddT/, 'May 1. ^ 

Illegal Insu«ances.] Mr. BcTiicd 
presented a Petition from several prisoners 
confinetf in Cold Bath Fields prison; set¬ 
ting forth, “ That the petitioners having 
been summarily convicted of taking illegal 
.insurance in the lottery, were severalty 
sentenced to the punishment of imprison¬ 
ment, under which they arc now suffer¬ 
ing; ana that they>fcel«onvinccdc that if 
theit respective cases.wene investigated, 
most demonstrative .proofe would appear 
of .their innocence, und tliat their con¬ 
victions were'obtained by wy.ful and cor- 
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rupfl perjury; and lyaying for relief.” erroneously in all others. It was to be 
The hon. gentleman stated, that convic- ohservipd, that in all the early cases ini-* 
tions for this offence wpre' often awarded mediately after the passing the act, the 
against respectable per^ns on the testi- House did not require the ^overnni-s of 
mony of common informers, who received garrisons to vacate tl\/('ir se.?.ts. In so do- 
five pounds as the reward qf their perjurj’. ing, he was inclined to thtidv thei' did 
lie alluded to various c’ases of peculiar wrong; but as the uppointmciii yi'as in the 
hardship, and detailed the circumstance 'form pi commission, and signeu' by the 
of one, where w innocent and^ respectable 'King and secret-n v.of m ar, ami as it was 
indiviifijaf.lyid'Deen deprived of his liberty paid from the nnlitary establishment, it 
and his chqraQt^j,,^nd had been sent to might be, in some degree,® considered as 
the house of ^rrefetlon on the evidence a military commission. In the case of the 
fTf a low woman, who^ived by falsehood 'appointmen't of governors to (Ireenwich 


and perjury. He expressed his conviction 
that several of the present petitioners were 
innocent of the offence for which they 
suffered; and said, he could particularly 
make such a statement with regard to 
two of them. 

Mr. Li/ttfilon Littleton said, tlt^^ad 
he needed an additional incitement^^er- 
scverc* in his intention of bringing the 
whole subject of^lottcrics before the 
House, he should have found it in the 
circumstances of tlic present application. 
He theret'ore rose again to pledge liim- 
sclf to come forward soon with a motion 
on the subject. ' 

The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. • 

MofflON RESPECTIXC THE APPOINT¬ 
MENT OF Treasuher of* (Greenwich 
Hospital.] Mr. tVi/nn rose to call the 
attention of the House to the late ap¬ 
pointment of sir Tfiomas Thampson, a 
member of the House* to the office of 
treasurer of Greenwich Hospital. It was 
expressly provided by act of the Gth of 
queen Anne, c. 7j4hat any nfember of 
the 1 f ou s Q ^ l?.r><‘fecivcd an office of profit 
or cmolumeiit from the Crown, should 
immediately vacate his scat. In the same 
act, it was declared, that any military 
officer serving in the army or navy, re- 
ceiJing a ii'ew commission in the army or 
navy, should not be obliged tb vacate his 
seat. Unless, th.ercfofe, the House were 
of opinion that the treasurership of Green¬ 
wich Hospital was a commission in the army 
or navy, they must decide that sir Thomas 
Thompson ought, in conscquencle of his 
appointment to that office, to vacat^his 
scat, as they had no discretion whatever 
on this subject. Even if* there had been 
precedtnts of friembers retaining their 
seats after an*appbintmcnt to tlid office in 
question, which therb were noUtlie House, 
because they had judged prfoneousl-y in' 
one instanoe, were not l^ound to judge 


Ilospital, thorp wore in.‘tances of members 
ot that lIousc-j,Yho had not vacated their 
scats. But with rospotT to the office of 
treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, it liad 
bci^i .specially detorminpd by the House 
in ITffG, that captain Baker, on his ap¬ 
pointment to it, should vacate Kis seat. 
Tills was the first time that the House 
had had-the question before . them since 
17.%. -'^'be Ifon. gentleman - concluded 
with moving.Tbit t!ic appointmoot of 
treasurer,'xGrccnwicli Hospital, is not a 
commission in the arm)' or navy.” 

Mr. Ban/tcs said, it could not bq pre- 
t*ended thtit.,‘thc treasurership of Green¬ 
wich Hospital was a military or naval 
commission; and if the question were to 
come before 'jfieni now for the first timgi*'*, 
he should be inclined to vote ior tlid va¬ 
cating a seat in the Hopsc. The House 
having, lio wevci-, in a number of analogous 
cases, come to a different detcrminuiion, 
he did not see how they could with pro¬ 
priety depart now from these precedents; 
'th^niost convenient way’of getting rid of 
the subject would, therefore, be by mov¬ 
ing the ija-evidus quc.stion. •'! here we’re a 
niuriber fif instances of governors ol’ 
CviieenM'ich Hospit.'d rt*taiiiing their seat 
aflcr thidi; appoif*Bfii‘t't • »ud the office of 
treasurer *in no dcid'oe varied from that of 
governor in so far 'oris it had any relation 
to it military comniissfon. It was irnpos.- 
sible, however, that either of the appoint¬ 
ments could be conferred ou any but . 
navifl men; and after the first step in the 
army or navy, all collateral appointments' 
might, by a liberal’ interpretation of the 
act of parliament be'considered as in¬ 
cluded uhder the Exception in favour of 
new commissions. This was not a ques- ^ 
tion as to»eligili»ility to a seat in the House; 
it was a matter v^ich rested in tjlie dis- 
jCretion of parliament; aral as th^ Anvernor 
of tlfc hospital was not compellid to va¬ 
cate his &eat, by analogy bethought that 
the< treasurer shoiOd not be so compelled. 
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Ilis own opinion was, that sir Tliomas Mr. Ponsonh/ saiA, he h:u1 never hotird 
Thompson had not vacated his sent, vherc- more extraordinary'ir»utiieiUs than those 
fore he should move the previous fjiit\->tion. used by the liont m'*iiiber for (’orfc Castle. 

Mrr Serjeant Oia/mv said, he tlilitsrcd The cjiiestion was this, whether the ac- 
altogether from the 'hievv wliich the lion. ceptance of a certain olRce by a member 
member for Corlc Castle had taken of the j of that House sjiould' necessarily vacate 
subject. ^ ,Hc deprecated the new and j his seat ? The act of parliament distinctly 
dangerous doctrine that had been)>roeched ! stated in what cases such should be the 
by the hon. mctn!)er, .of permitting the , consequence, and what wujrc tljp excep- 
Ilouse to exercise a dispensing j)ower, ; tions. 'i he otdy exception wiw tif''tavour 
and explain the act aecoiding to its own ^ of navuj and militaryywlncers. Kut was 
wishes, 'i'lieact wasjjreci.se; it said, that ; the treasurer uf Grcenwicli-hospital one 
the scat of a inemher should he vacated on ^'.'either one nor the other; and this was 
actepting a place of emolument, or on<; ' so clear, that HK^j^ion. member sat out with 
held at pleasure, excejjtiog ihjm its opera- saying, that lu*'’could not directly nega- 
‘tion officeis of the’navy or army receiving . live the motion, and was, thcrel’ore, coni- 
new commi.'.sions in the regular line of i )>eiled to jjroposo tlie jjrcvious question, 
their prolcs'.ions. liot, was the ofliec'of ^ 'J’he case difl not come within the cxcep- 
treasurcr ol' (Jreenv\ich hosj>ital in the rc- , tion of the act. If, tlu'o, it came neither 
gular line of ihp naval jjrolession ? The | witftife^hc rule nor the exccjilion, on 
office had been often held by civil [jcrsons, i whal^grbund could tlie lIou.se lofuso to 
and might now, but for a which ! vacate the seat?- upon analogy; Tor it 

refhderod the appointment of a naval per- j .seemed tliat uicmbers did not vacate their 
son necessary, life hoped ii'it tlie hon. ' seats hy aceeptiug tht' oHice or governor 
mover would press the quest^ffc;,. for he j of the hmpital. T\ow on thi.s^ point no 
was convinced that the House w'ould not j question had evr r been rai-'ed; but the 
fiofar/orgut its duty, as to,.sanction the Ikin. member bad said, that as the go- 
princi|)!cs which »thc hon. member flof^ yernoia of the ho.spital had been allowed 
Corf'c Castle seemed anxious to establish, to sit, the Ile.usp should not now (.rder a 

Mr. Abcrci'omhie declared, riiat* he new writ to be Ist,ucd to render tin- prac- 
.flCver saw a Clearer case tharf the present, ticc uniform. Hut in reality llm case had 
and vfas astonished that the hon. member been already decided, so that to refine the 
who moved the amendment shoqjd call writ would be Co act in direct ojjposition 
upon tijc Hou.se to decide Jii the tcctli of to tin: law and the decision of the House ; 
an act cf parliament, and i f a precedent and thus tiie lion, .genlletuan, with his 
which apjjl'ed exactly. M'i:o were en- accurate and logical mind, arj;ucd, that 
titled to dt'C! le vyith rcgaid to the meaning ^because in a caoe wliCtu no question was 
oftheacl ? Was it the people whose te- raised, scatr, were'not vi-eoi. d, the House 
present!itivcs,tlu;y were, or the House should now, to render it*-j)i at lice uniform, 
itself^ whicli might be sujiposcd tifhavc an | not vacj^fo a seat in bv no means 

interest in giving it a ( onstructioii favour- j analogous, and in whic'b%'iNw4»lSiWy*<^^f'‘-*‘ 
able to the apj)oinfme»t m tiflicc of in«i- | sion had been already jironounced ! 'i'i'e 
viduals liotn among the"»^ '!'he^"<)j(fct of j question, in tUct, no limgor remained for 
the act was to check fly influence of the i argument—it wa.>> already decided, and 
crown in tl>at House, *)y sending racm- ’ the House wore now e.iiied upon to dt- 
, bers hack to their constiiuonro wdion tfiey ! part from the lettir of the law, and c4ta- 
^ accejited office, and the Iio.u.se ought net j Wished prcccdcril^ • And what* was 
.to dispense with its observance. Wliatniadc ' their inducement? Was it in favour of 
the case still stronncT was, Jhat this wu'an j the subject’s liberty? No. Was it to 
office held (iuiing^.lcasiiie*! * _ support the privileges of the House ? No. 

Mr. iiokc confetiaed, that he considered ! lint they were desired to dejjart from the 
th/ case precisely, in thu furae point of j law j-^nd practice, to arrogate the supre- 
vtew as in^ hon. friend, the memhct'for 1 mac^ of their own will above the act of tho 
Corfe-castle. The .analogy was so very | combined legislature—to wander capri- 
closc betweci\*tlie office of guveriTor of the | ciously ’"r ’li j»re&crib.ed rqles—to establish 
hospital tend pt treasur|(f, that he cobid i a claini ia-ourable to their jpdivkludl in- 
‘ not see ai^diRcrdnce between them, ^and i tere.st:, b ft pri-judicial* to the general 
consequemiy ivliatever princijjlo \iad bpeii rights of tine public—and all this to'pre- 
^stablished rospecting thg one, should hold ‘serve a lanciftil,^anaIogy to a case which, 
with regard to the otbyr- , ‘ ’ in the opinion of the hon. raeidber \yas in 
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incorrect, and w ilcli, if it came then by argument or precedent; and next, that, 
jor the first time be. ore him, he would according to the practice ol tlio last fifty 
decide ditt'erently. \ * jears, this was an oflice, the appointment 

Lord Castlcreagk conceived that the to which did not render it necessary to 
appointment was naval; but evi'ii if it vacate a seat in tliajj Hoiysc. The noble 
could not be strictly brought within that lord had quoted one instance in support, of 
denomination, the gent’ral principle on his argument, but, unfortunatejy, it made 
v^hich the House Had hitherto acted, was • direcjl^ agaiirst him. That which ought 
to the styperity of the law in favpnr i' to decide the ijncsfion was, hoivcvtr, the 
of pn?ltesian<4,advancement.’ The lion. I law, as contained in the act of parliament, 
gciitieman, becuase he perceived a sort of i The act was intended to* gu,ird against 
colour of distifiction between the present any inllneiiee whicli the (.'rown might 
*ase anil others wliicIN^d occurred, had endeavour* to create, liy bestowing oHices 
expressed himself as if h6d made out a meinimrs of that Ilouse. What feeling 
triumphant statement. But the general onglit the llwise to adopt on this occa- 
iM)hcy of the law was obvious. It was sion ? If only a doubt were entertained,* 
this, that where the patronage of the that the present case came within the 
f'lowri was professional, of collateral with mJaning. of the act—and, in his opinion, 
professional dutie.s (as the ofIis;e of trea- there could he no doubt whatever on the 
surer of (Ireenwich-ho'-pital w||ife^ow .subject—he conceived the hon.’member 
more than ever It was), there t^^^ovi- ought to be sent back to ^lis constituents, 
sion.s bf tlie law should not berohsfrued The lio'><c might to incline.to that which 
to extend. Unless the Iloioc were wil- the laii^was enacted to protect, and actirtg 
ling, to deviate from a rule of practice in conform!^ witV tl.'fc statute, to send 
which had existed for fifty m rixty years— the hon. lAjmber back to his constituents, 
unless they thought they were eompellcd for them to inquire into the propriety or 
to act on a principle, which he did not impropriety of re-electing him.* , 
consider a wise one, that of into^foring * Mr. in reply,*observed, that n': 

with olliccis placed in situations not person could fairly argue this to be a case 
.stnctlj' held on military'grounds—the ar- which vfa.s included in the*act of parlia- 
giimeiit of tlie hou. genlleniaii could not nicnt. 'I'he'nohje lord said, «; was not a?j, 
be itceived as good. In his opinion, the express infraction of the law. Good'God ' 
House ought not to endc.ivour to Ies.scn were tiiey to Irear it grively .stated, in the 
the advantages which were held out to House of Coinmons, that theywere, when 
professional iiten. Those individuals were they pleased, to be guilty t)f'tifracrions of 
not certainly overpaid for their exertions, the law, no matter how trifling. The 
There wore certain offices the appointment.^ noble lord had stated the .case of the snr- 
to which was undoubtedly beneficial to vqyor-general of the ordnance, a^ one that 
them. Hut they would cease to be he- bore out his assertion. Bi>t, if he had 
nelidal, if they it^c coupled *\uth such read thd precedents, he would have touncl 
di'quali^gjj^f .^as the hon. gentleman tjiat tUli purveyor-general did vacate 
^•onionipluted. His motion, if carried ils seat in i?!;*!. * Ode surveyor-generai 
would have the effect of sending the indi- did Aoy-jo vacaVc-:^and he raeutioiicd the 
vidual back to his constituents. The /ion. case merely to .‘htJw liow litte attentiort 
gentleman might think that this would be was paid by parliament to transactions of 
no'ilisa iv.uitage, and, in one point of view, tJi/s nature—to prove how' possible it was , 
It certainly would not; for'he was sure for a member ♦to take a situation without 
sir’I'liomas Thompson would be sent back vacating his seat—no person troubling, 
to pai liaraent triumphantly. Pxit it ought himself about the occurrence, or thinking 
to be recollected, that considerable ex- of the necesaty of moving for a new writ, 
pense would be incurred by the proceed- Captain Barclay, liowqver, the individual 
mg. On the general principle of thp^case, whosuqceeded to flie situation ofsurve;^r* 
he saw no just grounds for the motion, geileral, did vacate his seat.. The con- 
ami, should, therefore, vote for the pre- troller of the navy had uniformly been sc 
vioiis questioii.|j ' naval officer.* Now, if thg House said, 

Lold Archibald said, that the that the govern^ of Gre«nwic!*i-hospital 

noble lord had Opposed the mvstion on twc» should not vacate his sdat, bcc'*,flsc he also 
groatids; first, riifit this a|mdintment was wijs an officer in the navy, the same species 
in tlie nature of a najtai appointment, of argument nyght be applied to the 
whic|i statement was not borne out eilher cUhtrollcr. If the, House thought proper 
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OH iTiis occasion to decide against the mo- twelvemonths, andlsix months after'the 
tion, in the teeth of the Jaw, of reason, ratification of tlie tjcfinitlve treaty, tlie 
and of precedent, they were at liberty to^ House was caJled onAs a matter of course, 
do so. He certainly would make no fur-' to continue tiic restriction, not for such a 
thcr motion on,thesi^’jject. short period as would enable the hank to 

The Housc'then divided; make arrangetripnts for the renewal of 

For the previbus ([uestiop.(v> their payments, hut for a period of two 

• Against it....I..*.ji‘7 'years. 'This they were requested to doj 

— without any one stop bcing^taken to f ici- 

• Majority . 18 litatc the resumption of c!’ 4 »h^s_/’tiients. 

, • Looking, therefore, to fae manner in 


AloiroK itEsPWTiNG TiiK C.vsn Pay- 
Mr.vTs OF THE Bank of E'ngi.anj).] 
Mr. Horner rose to make his promised 
motion, that a .select conjjnittee he ap- 
* pointed to inquire into the expediency of 
restoring the Cash Payments of the Bank 
of England, and the safest and most .Ad¬ 
vantageous means of effecting it. The 
hon. and* learned gentleman began by ob- 
^e^ving, that it was a matter of great con¬ 
venience that he had hcc o^ cn .ahlcd to 
hfing forward the propd-sition''‘which 
he had then to Vubn|.it t'j^ the House 
before the bill for continuiidj^ the re- 
strictidn act, came under discussion; 
because it^was his opinion, as it had been 
that of many gentlemen in‘„the House,* 
(hat when it was proposed to renew the 
restriction on 'the bank payhiciits«for two 
.ytars, that their attention should be called 
in detail, and on a specific motion, to the 
reasons why this re,striction should he con¬ 
tinued under the present circumslanccs; 
and on what principles, or under what mo¬ 
tives, it was adopted as a permanent part 
of our peace system of finance. The sur¬ 
prise whiph he ha‘d felt when he heard ^of 
the proposition to renew the restriction on 
cash payments in time of pcafce, Wld been 
generally felt throughout the Htfuse and 
the country; becaifse if any'lhing cou& 
be collected from the fo/i^er dooiaratiors 
of ministers, and from the enactments 
themselves, it was this—that at the end of 
, the war the system adopted in time of ^tar 
should be abandoned, and (Jliat we .should 
.revert to that state of law and practice, on 
which alone any secure system of finance 
could be founded.* Tliepi^posal toccnew 
the bank restriction, for so long a petiod 
as/wo years, ha^i jidd this^efiect—that he 
doubted the sincerity t»f the prdTessions 
vhich had Seen all along made by minis¬ 
ters, of their dfcsire to eftecU the •renewal 
of the cai^h p.iyuients !]. llhe 

profession^ of the ministers had always 
...^been, tbat^t the termination of the Ivar 
the restriction should ocasc. Yet now, after , 
the enjoyment of peace in reality, for neasly j 


which his right hon. friend,the chancellor 
of the exchequer, ’Ad proposed the mea¬ 
sure, he entertai^d very gre.at doubts of 
the professions ef* ministers. But, if he 
felt a doubt with respect to ministers, no 
doubt whatever existed in his mind with 
respect to the bank of England. Were 
they not told, year after yc.ir, until they 
scare^ could hear tlie declaration with 
gravt^^ihy gentlemen connected with the 
bank, that their not resuming tlieir‘ca.'sh 
payments was all a matkpr of compulsion— 
that it w.as against their .system—that no¬ 
thing w.as so painful to their feeling.s, as 
their being prevented from paying their 
notes, of every denomination, in gold and 
silver ? He always thought, if it were a 
ilieasurc of compulsion, that never w.*!# re¬ 
sistance so weak as that which was ojfposed 
to it by the bank [Hear, hear!]. And 
he was of opinion, that if they were iieally 
desirous to renaw, as soon as government 
would permit them, their payments in sil¬ 
ver and gold, they had given, under the 
resistance which uanisters opposed to 
their wi.shcs, an example of the passive 
'grace of fortitude''which never had been 
exceeded [A laugh]. Therefore, from 
this day fofth he slioil^l tliiuk, whatever 
professions that body iWgii^pleasd to 
make, that tliey would be very w^I con¬ 
tented to enjoy all those vast and almost 
incalculable profits which grew out of the 
adoption of this measure [Hear, hear!]. 
For, from the trammels creat'ed by ‘it, 
arose a suhsefviency m the govornmcAit to 
the bunk, which rcn&ercd ministers inca¬ 
pable of fairly going into the money mar¬ 
ket* He would not go farther into this 
subject, because it had already been ably 
discussed by an hon. member (Mr. Gren¬ 
fell ),^whose luminous statement, founded 
on the most authentic documents, was on 
record opf-n their journals, and showed 
such an example of rapacity on tire part of 
corp*.* j,ti’J)ody, and of'acqiiiescence on 
the p.'u t of ta governmfent, .as stood mari- 
▼allcdin thefi!wicial history of any country 
in Europe [Hea?, hear!]. Hc'believed, 
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that his right hon. fri^;ml, the cliancellor of 
the exchequer, had (»o settled system of 
opinions at all on thisi^subjcct. He had a 
sort of notion, that if cash payments could 
he resuincd, without altering his plan of 
fin ince, it would be as well if things were 
re.stored to their tdd orator. But sooner 
than attempt this, reform, he thought it, 
Vas better to rub over this year and the. 
ncx^Si»X.Jr, *.y/ l to make up,i>y the assist¬ 
ance of tli'e esnk, any defalcations that 
might arise hi tiie‘rmanccs of the country, 
•however exorbitanlly^e wa.s to })ay for 
the acconunodation. Pl|? had no doubt, 
from the renewal of tl»i| measure, being 
for two years, that it was intimately con¬ 
nected with the financial arrangements of 
his right hon. friend. Ilis right hon. 
friend said, that his plans and thy renewal 
of the restriction were coincident iB;^oint 
of time, and had no other cofiplljciQn. 
But any man who recoiled ed wnaf took 
place at the meeting of the bank jiroprie- 
tors, would form* a diilerent opinion. 
Bia^ly in the 3 'ear, when the iirst bargain 
was about to be entered into, tlie proprie¬ 
tors were told, that ministers meant to re¬ 
new the bank restriction act. ^^hy was 
this statement made, unless to induce tlu*- 
propuietors to agree, with a better grace, 
to the loan which was demanded oftiicin? 
But what other effect had the information 
wliicri was given on this subject r* When 
it was afterwards stated that the bill was 
introduced, there was an iinnicuso and an 
immediate rise in the, price of haul: stock. 
It was said, that the bank had no luterest 
in the renewal of the^gstrictious. If that* 
were so, it was strange that the most igno¬ 
rant person in the market shovhl at once 
perceive that l)ii/|)foperty would ^ie bene- 
litted Ir^ ic,*'®tu that, therefore, it was ad¬ 
visable for him to speculate. He believed, 
on the occasion to which he alluded, 4hat 
bank stock rose about 18 per cent. The 
pr. 4 )posal to renew the bank restriction act 
for two years was a most ^traordinary 
measure, when compared with the exten¬ 
sion of it at a former period. It was 
known with what trembling anxiety, in 
1797, six weeks and six weeks had bden 
added to the term of the act; and with 
what caution in 1802, the governXienty 
suspecting the peace of that year to be 
precarious, had proposed short extensions 
of thg restriction. Even after the principle 
(a mischievous ^d fatal principle Ivc con¬ 
ceived it to be) of making tlieyestriction a' 
war measure had been adop^\ ithad always 
been dctcynined that it should cease. six 
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months after the conclusion of a general 
peact^ And last year, when surely tlit; 
peace did not present such a prospect of 
duration as at pre-sent, it was onW ex¬ 
tended to a fixed day—the .'Jth of .hily—. 
in the following sesJon. Ilut now it was- 
to be extended two yt-ar.^i, without anj- 
re isoni unless it was to be understood as 
the price of the loan which the bank was 
to advance. I’hc tpiestion of the restric¬ 
tion had of late been put op a new ground, 
by connecting it with the agridultural dis- 
tre.sses. But, if the bank restriction was 
to be grounded on the agricultural dis- 
Ivcsses, why.was it to be continued for 
two 3 'cars ? \vas not ever 3 ' one more and • 
more convinced every day, that the dis- 
tr^s.s would be a temporary evil ? Why, 
tlicn, was not tlie restriction of a short 
duration ?—Ou'y vvitli a view to'the bar¬ 
gain between the bank a.nil the treasury. 
He knew this would not be avowed; but 
ho wo'’!d'pu£i it to all who were anxious 
fi’r the securjty of the f/)untr 3 ', or desirous 
of prcscrvjfi* fliciV own property, whether, 
after tkiyy had cou^alcred the circum¬ 
stances he Iind exjdaintd, tiiey- puuld iina- 
,gine, thaMhis measure hail notliing'to do 
with the bar’gain catered into’hetwocn go¬ 
vernment and the bank ? , Would tliey 
vote for inquiry tins cvcnirig,,or give ihcra 
assistance to a nii .-.sure, (he irnc object of' 
which was nut avowed, and tlie ojily reason 
lor pre^osing vhich, hd conceived ho had 
stated ? On what ground did Jils right 
hon. friend mean to caii on tlicm to accede 
to these restrielioiw ? And how did he 
mean to defend hir.iscK from the diarge 
of* not having taken any steps tt) compel 
tlie i'esumj)tion of ca,sh payqiOnts ? These 
were nofUs on which the was ig- 

n^iirant, ’du^oll which ought to be in- 
("ormed. And hew he v jshe.l to correct 
a* error which had ijcen unjusily imputed 
to him and to those gentlemen who coin- 
cidfd with him in opinion. It was said, 
that they wished the ca.^Ii payments to be 
immediately resumed. They never liar- 
boiircd such a sentiment, i'hey always * 
stated that it could not,be done, without 
prcca\Uiouary melisurcs; but they con¬ 
ceived that no time^Ucidd be lost in giving 
the^corotry ful? assurande tli.it paymerHs 
would be renewed, and in taking speedy 
roea.sure{i that this might bo done witif 
safety. The measures whit-li had been 
successively proposed to padiament, were 
to put oft‘, not only the cash payuicnts, but 
the-consideration of the means of again 
bringing them about. 
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He would ask the House did they not 
feel some anxiety on ihisheml ? IlatJ they 
felt no evils from the loojj suspeoMon of 
cash payments ? Were they sensihle of no 
evils after ail tliat hailji.issed in tiic course 
•of the discussiohs of Uie agricultural dis¬ 
tress, during » hick uo one had been hardy 
enough te deny that a groat evil had arisen 
from the sudden destruction of the'arti¬ 
ficial prices [Hear, heUr!] ? Would any 
nian say that tljere had not I)oen a great 
change in the value of money ? What thi.s 
was owing to might be disputed;^ but, for 
lii% own part, lie iiad not the least doubt. 
From inquiries which be ba,d made, anf. 
•from the accounts on the’^able, he was 
convinced that a greater and more sudden 
reduction of tlie circulating medium Iv^ul 
never taken place in any country flian had 
taken place since the peace in this coun¬ 
try, with the exception of those reductions 
which had happened in Franco after lljc 
Mississippi scheme, and afts.?*^iitj destruc- 
tiod of the as$igna\^. He should not go 
into the question how. Uiis T^kjCtiott had 
been cdfecled, though it was a very curious 
• one, and i\|}ounded'iu illustrations of the 
priuci{iles which had been »v) much dis-, 
puted in that'll ouse. The redhclion of the 
currency had, originated ii> the previous 
frll of till* Plaices of agricultural produce, 
■•^'his .fall had produced- a destruction of 
thecountiy bank paper to an extent wliieh 
would not Jiavc \)een thought possible 
without more ruin tlian had ensueil. 'i’he 
bank oi' England had also reduced its 
issues; as appeared by the accounts re¬ 
cently presented.. Tltc average amount 
of theirit-urrency was not, during the l&st 
year; more thap between twentwive and 
twenty-six*millions; while two jjt'ars ago 
it had been ncarcf twenty-imic luillio*. 
and at one time even amcninted to thirty- 
one mHiion.s. But wjjhout lookrfig to tSTe 
diminution of the bank of Eugland paper, 
the reduction of tlic country paper jvns 
‘ enough to account for the fall which had 
taken place. *• 

Another evil which had resulted Ivom 
the state of the (urrencys wliich he had 
foreseen and prcdictefi, but which-bad 
been deemed visitiaarjr, was, that during 
tllfe war we had* borrowefi money, wliich 
w»s then \)f small value; and w-e r^rc 
Tia*v obliged jto pay it at a high value. 
This wap tlieHnost formidable evil wljich 
threatened o&r $nanc^ and though lie 
bad too high an opinion of the resoumes 
^of tte country, afid of the wisdiAn 0 i‘*thc 
government, to despair,'ho was appalled 


when he considered jthc immense amqurr 
of the interest of llie debt contracted jo 
that artificial cwrenjcy, compared with the 
produce of the taiujs. These were th.-- 
two grand iiiconvenicncics which had rt- 
suited ; and it was to bo remcrabered, that 
till* great dilference during the former dis- 
, cussions on these subjects, was not so much 
, in the theoretical as in the practical 
tioii. The lujo iiiiiiister, who 

had no general principle Car"Phe subject, 
thought'that to revert to cash (laymonts in 
time of war would 1^ so dillicult that it w..s 
not worth tiicjiajflud. But he (Mr. Hoi • 
tier) though he ilifaight that the renewal of 
the cash payments was a matter which re¬ 
quired caution and preparation, thought 
that the true policy was to meet tlie diffi¬ 
culty at once, and that it was a fallacy 
pregE|mt with evil to suppose that any 
lust»^|K.'netit could be,derived tiom so 
factilmus a state of tiie currency., The 
event had decided tlie quo.stion. l*ut, 
turning from these results, ui.d iooking 
forward to the operation of tins restrievion 
ill time of |>(’ace, it would be*-found to 
leave us without any known or certain 
standard of money to regulate the trans¬ 
actions, not only between the public and 
its creditors, but between individuals. 
The currency which was to prevail was 
not only uncertain but cruel and un]ust in 
its opor&tion—at one time, upon those 
whose income was fixed in money, and to 
all civditorh—at ariuliior time, when by 
I some accident it wns^llminislied in amount, 
to all^U-bn*!*;. Was not this an evil suffi- 
<cient to atlraet tUp^attention of a wise, a 
beiiivolciit, and* a prudent government ? 
if they loiijiod at the agricultural interest, 
w us not u fliu-tuation oTt^pcs the greatest 
i of evils to the fanner ? supposing 
! prices were li\ed and steady, it was indit- 
i feraiit to him wliat was tlie standard ? Ar. 
j long as we liad no stundard—no fixed 
j value of money— hut it wa- sutl'ertd to fjse 
and iiill liko. tlie quicksilver in lliCtliaro- 
iiiptcr, no man roukl conduct his, jiroperty 
witli any security, or depend upon any 
sure and'certain profit [Hear,* hoar I'j, 
J’Arsons who wore aware of the importance 
of tliis subject must be surely anxious te 
Jcnoir wlictlier there were any imperative 
reasons for oontinuiug the present system, 
to know wbethei; it was intended to revert 
to the olyj system, aad ifsnot iiqwM,when 
that system would be eevened to, aod 
r what r^ould^e Ihe best means for bringing 
that ta«9sure. This was the object 
fur^bich be pi^iosed to appuiofctlie com- 
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ttiiAtee, that the House might know some- foreign pa 3 mients, which were on a former < 
thing of the true state of the case before occaiion pleaded as reasons for the restric- 
they plunged headlong ihto the system of tion of cash payments by the bank, could 
the chancellor of the, exchequer. He not now be urged ; because those neasons 
hoped they should hear the opinion of his no longer existed. 'Jhere^ehis right hon. 
right hon. friend, and leilrn from him on friend, who urged loose reasons on the oc- 
what grounds the bill n^is now proposed, casion alluded to, was dalled ujpon in con- 
^nd what were the circumstances unden sistendy to suppUrt the present motion,-in 
W^^jch they i^ht revert to cash payments* order to asccrtaiit how it became neces- 
If he lookhd at the pro- sary, after the cessation of those reasons, 
fessions otToriSer times, he was at a loss to continue the restriction. For himself, 
to know how to apply them. Thfe reasons he could not conceive, after those reasons 
•for continuing the «|striction had been had ceased to exist, the measure could be 
said to be our great foWign expenditure, iustified. He had heard of publications, 
the necessity of imporifing torn, the high copies of whj 9 h were pretty widely circu- 
price of the precious metals, and the un- lated, and the object of which was to’ 
favourable state of the exchange. These show, that if bank notes were issued in the 
subjects had created much controversy, seme abundance as they formerly were, 
which he should not now renew, but which prices would again rise, and the farmers 
he did not shrink from, and which he be consequently benefited; that this there- 
thought it probable he might have^ op- fore would be a good thing for the coun- 
portunity again to discuss; for, if the pre- try, and that, grain might probably again ,■ 
sent system werc^ persisted in, the ex- rise to 100s. fl quarter. But-he (Mr. H.) 
change and the price of gold would be could not suppqsg th-f right hon. gentle- 
vety unsatisfactory to the bank and the man prep:.red to support his measure upon 
chancellAr of the exchequer. The opi- such grounds; or that he would be an ad- 
nions which be had formerly given had vocate for the issue of bank notes,^with a ' 
received a strong and unexpected con- > view to waiSe the priqe of grain. ' For if 
iirmalion by late events ; but he had al- the right hon. gentleman would do so, he 
read^ modified the opinion which he had must become the advocate* of one of the 
formerly given as to the price of gold, most monsWous projects that. had evtr 
Whgn, by the depreciation of the cur- been imagined. ’ ' Projects soinpwhat simi- 
rency, gold was permanently separated lar had no doubt bcem brought forward 
from paper, it was subject to all the varia- and tfied diirtag the regency in France, 
tions in price of any other article of mcr- and about the same time in this country, 
chandise. On this ^subject it was to be but the result proved their fallacy. Both 
remarked, that in .the last year, a year of governments were, however, in these 
peaoe, gold, though l^^r than it had pre** cases, the dupes of projedtors. But if his 
viously been, was neva- below 4/. 8.?., rfght hon. friend should press siich a pro- 
which was equal^to the whole of the ject as'that* to which he ha’d alluded, he 
alleged depr^uatmo; but now’that the Would not be the dupe—but the fallacious 
country blmlis had called in their paper, ..^ojectfirliiinself.^ This cour.'-e, however, 
it had fallen nearly to, and would soon be Ihe qoqjd not suppose the right hon. gen- 
quite as low as the mint price. Lett not veman prepared ta pursue, 
the right hon. gentleman flatter liirnsclf in what he had said, ho did not wish it 
that if the bank of England were to issue ttkbe understood that his object w’as to 
tliei* notes to that extent^ which they have cash payments resumed immediately, ' 
were likely to do upon the enactment of but that steps should be immediately tiiken ' 
his bill, the country banks would not re- wVh a view to that resumption—that the' 
turn to their former practice, and the rate bankghould 6e>abont itr-that the directors 
of prices be affected by that practlice. should prepare f6r the resumption—that 
The House should therefore be prepared indeed both governiu'ent and the hank 
for such consequences, and in du^ time shvuld*set abdutn measures tore! eve ^he 
consider how to provide against them. To ^ht hon. gentleman from the 'dilemma 
afford an opportunity for that considcra- in wbic^ he jvas placed by»the removal of 
tion^as tlie cfaject-of his motion, and he tVse causes which he hatl formerly as- 
hoped the Hoqie would setf the propriety signed to Justify Ktis respicilon. ^ He wohld 
of acceding to it. • The bigh jprice of buf- not specify any time within which this re¬ 
lion, the rate of exchange^.he impovitftilll^ strictioh should be removed—he would not 
of foreign grain, and the’^Binouat of* our Vven mention two years—but he could not 
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help thinking that it was the duty of go* nient and unjust to re-establish the old 
vernnient and tlie bank at once t(\ sot mint standard of silver; for by such re* 
about the means of accomplishing that estahlisimient, goiernment, as well as in* 
object which the public had a right to ex- dividuais wh»> sent silver to the mint for 
pect. 'Necessity was the only reason ever coinage, would be Very likely to suffer a 
urged in justification If this restriction; considerable loss.i It was idle to expect 
and when the necessity ceased^ tlie coun- th.it good money and bad would circulate 
try, naturtrily expected that the restriction togetlieri The mint might be constantly 
ahould cease also. * p.t work; but not for the benefit of 

The.hon. and learned gentleman here public—its ncjv coinage migi^'be»jjii8:^ed 
proceeded to djseuss the second branch into circulation, but it wouli^noFcontinue 
of his inotidn ; namely, the best means in circuhrtion. It would, if some regula- 
by which the bank might be canbled to tion with respect tc^ur standard did not 
resume its payments in cash. Ileliad, he take place, im*ne|^tcly vanish, and the 
said, already observed, that hp would not* expense would be, hicurred in vain. The 
cpecify any time at which th*^ resumption bon. and learned gentleman said, he had 
should take place, but he felt it highly now come to an end of the two objects of 
desirable that measures should he takaji his motion—the-expediency of re.suming 
with a view to that resumption. For in- ca>h payments, and the properest method 
stance, bethought it should be enacted of doing, this. He hoped that the House 
that the bank should gradually pay its sc- would Hiiakc some inquiry /.m the subject: 
veral notes according to their value. Thus he did Hot ask them to adopt Ids opini/ms, 

' as .the Iicstrldtion Act was i75 expire in but at least to make some inquiry, and 
July, it miglit be {i^ovided tha.t the bank not to pas-, on as a matter of course. If 
should pay. all notes A" l/?’‘Mqthin six the House did grant what the chanceIK>r 
months^ afterwards, its 2/. notes>within of the excheijuer proposed, they would in 
.the next six months.; its 5l. notes within fact pass a bill to continue the restrictiou 
the succeeding .six months; 'and all its , foi* eve(. lie must be an idle dreamer 
notes above '51. after that pferiod. By «4io could suppose, after what h.td passed, 
such an arrangement, the bank wquld.be that the chancellor of tlie exchequer or 
gj^arded against the consequences of any the bank directors ever meant to resume 
auddeo charrge, while the just claims and cash payments at all. If, then, this^bili 
expectations of tiia public would be gr:t- were sanbtioned, as a matter of course, 
tiffed. But before' the committee which they made the system permanent. They 
he proposed, this subject might be fully set their sc.i! to it and must answer to the 
considered, after an examination of wit- country for the consa]uences. The lion, 
nesses, including the directors of the bank and learned geiuicmaii then moved, “ That 
and others, competent to afford every iie- * Select C‘oinmitt(^',*bc appointed to in- 
cessary iqformation. * quire into the c.s^'icdicncy of restoring the 

Anotliersubjijct, which would pioperly Oa.sh Paymi'nts of the^ank of England, 
come under the consideration uf^uch ta and the safest and umst^advantagQOUs 
committee, would bp the stale of dur OTtljr means of effecting it.’’ • 

»a!lic currency. He hactheard that it wa^ The Chanct U t af' the Exchequer be- 
in the contemplation ,of govern4*en? tf lievosl, that the difference in opinion and 
h i\ c a new silver coinage, with a view to intention bciween himself and the hon. 
relieve the country fsom that sort of bsd ' and learned gontieman, x'as far Jess 
• English, and still worse French silver, 1 the hon. and li-’amcd gentleman supposed: 
• with which it was at presSnt inundated, but in one point, iiuleaJ, he most decidedly 
*l'his silver was indeed so very base, tliat j differed from the hon. and learned gentle- 
it.would probably bett^* for the coun- man; namely, that by prolonging the re* 
try to have no currency at all, than.be striJtions for two years more, it was in- 
Mib]cct to suffer b 3 ^svclt a circulating me- tended to continue them for ever. Now 
dium. But ill considering this subjecMt the b/dion committee were themselves of 
would be very material to ascertain wW- opinion, that cash payments could not be 
thar the new silver coinage sliouljj be ac- resumed in less than two years after the 
cording to the old standard,* oi* whether return ot peace; and«the kon. aii(| Iparn* 
.toy new standard ^shouU' bo' cstabli.she*d. ed gentmman* did not cppterid for any 
rur if the System of paper currency were Specific tini|, but only contended that 
•Sii be restored to the rate at whichat some rq^tpiijatory stems should immcdiatdy'be 
imie since prcvaiicd, it might be iuconve-*^ taken. He (tn?chancellor of the excite- 



r * • 

149 ] * of the Bank of England. ‘ May 1, 1816. [150 

qucr) should not object to any preparatory the hon. and learned gentleman could not 
measures; and these, in fact, had been show tiny grounds on which a shorter pe» 
taken by an act passed long ago, which riod than two years would be advisable for 
enabled the bank to pnaiare the way for the rcsuniptioii of cash payinents. ,Eren 
a more general payment.yilje only danger if he (the chancellor of the cxcheq.ier) 
was, the expense that might accrue to the tlionght that a period oi* two years was 
bank from a general and immediate pay- rather more Jlhan what Was absolutely ne- 

S —an expense which might bxhaust'* ccssarjT, yet, connecting the ^itdation of 
treasure^ and drive them again to' the Hank with that of the country, he felt 
-w^rqlcjg^n from parliament, or fead a strong convictio’n that no evil could 
to embarrassirients in the commercial cir- ensue from the restriction being prolonged 
cles. Those evils would be avoided by for that time, more especially when he 
‘waiting till there was4i^nnsiderable quan- considered the inconvenience of an op- 
tity of coin in circulati»u-*-tiil the public pusite course. I he lion, and learned gan- 
appetite was, be would not say satisfied, fleman had fqqmcrly insisted much on the 
but, stayed by some supply: the object of depreciation ofthe present paper currency, * 
the act he had mentioned was, to make but in no part of tlie world were those 
such issues as this. By the S7th Geo. 3, niHes no,w of less value than the sum which 
c. 91, it was declared lawful for the go- they represented: at Hamburgh they were 
vernor and com|)any of the bank of Eng> worth more—in Ireland more. The hon. 
land to issue ca^h for any notes under the and learned gentleman 'had contended, 
value of 5l., giving notice thereof to the that a considerable part of the distress of . 
Speaker, and in., the London iiazette. the country vtas owing to prices having 
This was not a mere form and pretence, been forced, .pp l)y a ilctitious currency, 
for' the bank had acted on it to a great Now, the fact was, that the prices were 
extent. 'Within twelve months after the not rafted by the currency, but the 
restrictions were imposed, notice was state of the currency, was ,the effect 
given, and fractional sums under 5/. paid (of high'pribcs: the ^ise> in prices pre¬ 
in the whole, amounting to a sum of greal ceded the augmented state' of the cur- 
magifitudc. Tliere were'otlier preparatory rency; .and circumstances bad shown that 
measures which might be adopted. One a reduction the amount oti the circuk • 
important modification would be, to ex- tion was not the causc-of the fiill of prices/ 
tend to the bank, after thp resumption of as the notes of the bank of England con- 
casli payments, permission to issue notes tinueduiidimi.nished. It was indeed true, 
under 51. The notes under 51. had been that when prices began rapidly to fall in 
a long time the subsr''tutes of the ordinary consequence of the apprehension excited 
circulation; and it w^ld be for the wis- by importation, the country banks drew 
dom of parliament Tij^onsider, whether’ in their advances-, and. thereby both in- 
they would continue or put a stop to this c^egsed the alarm and produced h scarcity 
system, which, 0 ^ the whole/ he consi- .of the ’circulating medium/ so that the 
cferCd .salutary,*- The banks of Scotland, ^akmers could no longer form*a demand 
for instance, had been in the habit of sup- j^/the ifiarkets as^usiuil. These circum- 
plying the circulation of that country with tjtanpe^ ,a1so proved that paper currency 
notes of this description, and no ill eOhets cj^uld not be extended beyond what the 
had resulted from the measure: it was for circulation required. If any gentleman 
tl'je wisdottn of parliament, however, to de- would look at the periods when the varia- 
cide*on the propriety of this/ after an ex- tions in the prjee of gold took place, he 

{ lerience of some years, and after due de- would find them unconnected with the ^ ’ 
iberation. Another measure, he should prjfce of grain. At the beginning of 1813, * 
suggest was, for some time after the re- wheat was at 120s. in the end of the 
sumption of cash payments, to afford to same year it was’82s. : but the price 
the notes of the bank of England tlm pro- of gold in the beginnidg of that year was 
tection of being received in government Sc/, an odnoe, arid'in the end of the 

payments. The notes of the bank of Eng- year 51. 105. To the eternal ctedit of this 
land did not exceed half the revenue of country> the Jiank restriction, though pef- 
the enuntry; ahd,making them a legal haps it might have forced Up the price of 
tender in gbvomment payments, we had gold, had proverf^he dplivdry of Europe, , 
the, means of protecting th(i bank to ^ by-'enabling us to carry on a sys'tem which 
coE^erableextent. PredictionssuCnft?'^ouldnbt otherwisehafrebeen ppported. 
th«e he certainly thought advisable;* but x^Qwever, the advantages derived from 
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this measure would be very dearly ob- of tlie bank of England. It could not»bc 
tained by bankruptcy and distress; and contended that any danger existed of non- 
be sliould be as sorry as any man to see payment in the bnd, for the accounts were 
a stagnation of trade in tlie country. He regularly brought^before the House. The 
agreed with the hon. and learned gentle- restoration of ths old currency must be 
man in condemning die opinions of those effected by a grauual change; for the bank 
who would raise the prices of commodities would be exposed to be called upon when 
bj a,n ifesfie of fictitious money but he , payments were resumed, not only for wh^ 
wished to restore publiccredit, and to give , was required by the circqjation of 
such a circnlatittn as inight prevent any land, but tllB demands o^.lta of 

alarm in the copntry. Tlie period at which Scotland and Ireland musffoeTlirown into 
the present bunk Restriction Act would the scale; unless, however, the present 
expire was next July. The* hon. and favourahlc clrcui^ances sliould change* 
learned gentleman himself did not wish altogether, ha hifU no doubt whatever of 
tliat cash payments should b.e resumed al'l the absolute res|i!tiption of cash payments 
c at once; perhaps a period of one year at the end of two years, 
might, on. some accounts, be deemed more Mr. ,7. P. Grant declared, ho never had 
satis/actory than two; but two years were heard a case more ably stated than that of 
more likely to clear us of all difeculties, his hon. and learned friend, or more feebly 
and hadonore the appearance of a decisive answered than by the right hon. gentle- 
and final measure; for annual bills were man. He fully concurred with his hon. 
frequently continued for a century toge- and learned friend, that if the right lion. 

' ther. The .bullion committee had recom- gentleman’s bill were, adopted, the re<- 
mended a period^ of two ^ars from the sumption of cash payments would never 
return of peace, and ah’herequested was take place while the people submitted' to 
a term of two years and seven-«Eionth$. the restriction. But the impolicy and 
. The hon. and learned gentleman said that danger of continuing the restriction, must 
the pt‘ace*might be antedated toJast July; b'e obvious upon due consideration. All 
but our foroes were in full nuVnber till the ihat was wanted was, that some inquiry 
ratification of peace, and it was, not till should be gone into, some pledge giwtn, to 
J[>eceml>ur last that excha«}ges reached show the bank that parliament was not 
> par., Til! tfiey were at-par, or in our fa- playing fast and loose, but that it wa^their 
vour, no inffux of-specie could take place, determination to have cash payments re- 
It was evident,'that all, these dreum- sumed, allowing a reasonable time for pre- 
stances were more favourable than could paration. That was all that his hon. and 
have been expected; the effect of peace learned friend requbed. They had been 
had been to restore favourable exchanges, told that the fina^'rciql operations of mi- 
and a corresponding rate in the price of > nisters. had nothiy§,j*'io do with those re- 
bullion.,* He felt fortified in the meawtes strictions, and tliiey were told also that the 
proposed, by ,the opinion of. some oi the restrictions themseivca were of no advan- 
most eminent members of the bullion cotnji tage to die bank, or at lea«t, that the bank 
mittee; though hg had no wish to rer^ did not desire them. Now,'under what 
" * ’ . -1 circumstances was it that the restrictions 

wc»c originally imposed from the ne¬ 
cessity, created by the financial operations 
of the chancellor of the exchequer of that 
pciiud, of doing something for its security, 
if honourable gentlemen would take tM 
trouble of examining into what passed at 
that time between the government and the 
ba*bk, they would find that the bank made 
a representation, stating tliat the demands 
upor'it, by the chancellor of the exche* 
quer, were so great, that the establishment 
was not safe. Upon that ground it was 
that tlie bunk stopped^its*icash paynenta, 
on the authority of th^ ceuncil. And 
tained, tmd that'was one which paclia- " when iuwatds the close of the year 1^97) 
"N, ment bad never thought it proper to* iny ‘g&^sbank expected to resume cash pay- 
.quke into, the actual state of the treasuiy meotS| and de^ared their ability a.o to Mi 


tiiai oiscussion, tor ine accounts uw 
been laid on the table, and were'op^n 
to every member’s inspection. The hon. 
and learned gentleman had suggested pre- 

• paratory measures; but these would be 
unnecessary, because thdy had already 

• been provided by the act which had been 
jneniioiied ; hut |liere ware some ^others 
which parliament w’ouM probably adopt. 
Where, then, he wqu^l ask, would be the 
advantage of any furtliet- inquiry ? ,The 
whole case was already sufficiently under- 
«tnod, and a]l possible information had 
.been afforded to the House. There was 
only one riew»point wUrh could be ascer- 
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what course had they adopted with this pened to him iadividually, that a consi- 
view? They had reduced to the lowest derable quantity of foreign specie had 
possible pitch their advances to govern- been sent to him, which, from the depre- 
ment. Now, what was plan proposed ciation of its value, he had sent back to his 
by the right hon. gentleWn preparatory correspondent, as a Iras los$ was sustained, 
to the resumption of cash payments by even by the expense of (Rouble freightage, 
the bank! He built hisVhole system of than would have been incurredJby selling 
f^nce for the year upon borrowirfg from 'it here *[Hear, hear!]. Then, as to fo^ 
trmSiank, and^ the same time he brought'reign exchanges, Ijow did they stand? 
in tnfeT!res^i»|^ill, thus connecting the They were in our favour in every part of 
two circumstan^s together by that opera- the world. With respect t’o the bank, it 
tion, connected as they ever must be in was said that they made no objections to 
^heir own nature. HoNi^jd that very thing the resumption of their cash payments, 
which prevented the batfle from resuming On the contrary, they protested againit 
cash payments, and yet desired the House not being allowed to establish their credit , 
to believe that it wa9 only a temporary upon the same basis as it had heretofore 
measure. He had little doubt, however, stood, and upon which it always ought to 
that it- would prove a settled system, by staid. What other causes, then, could be 
which to carry on the financial operations alleged? Was there to be aloaq?—No. 
of the country, tlirough the medium of ac- The chancellor of the exchequer had ex- 
commodations from the bank. The pressly said, that there was not the slightest 
system itself was not only a most absurd connexion between the continuance of the 
one, but it bad produced the most serious restrictions ani^his dealinjgs with the bankl 
inconveniencies to the country, for the lie was glad t'vh$rr that statement; for if 
price of every commodity hud kept pace, there had been any such connexion, he 
to a certain degree, with the varying price should Rave no hesitation in saying) that 
of gold and silver. If the present men- >t was one of the most usurious* bargains 
sure were adopted, what would 1/e our which any* Jp,w broker ever ma^e with any 
Mtuation at the expiration of the two heedless, spendthrift minor [Hear, and a 
yearst when in time of'profound peace, laugh]. > Wha’t possible argument, then, 
the price of gold would be the same, the could be urg(?d tp prevent the'resumption ) 
papea currency depreciated to t^e same of cash payments ? The consequences of 
extent as formerly, and consequently the the present bill would bo most grievous to 
resumption of cash payments by the bank the country. • All that distress and diffi- 
impossible. He certainly thought a very culty, that revulsion, he might almost say 
strong ground had been laid for inquiry, convulsion, which the country had under¬ 
and he trusted the Htese would not' re- gone during the last year,, would be re¬ 
ject the motion of Ki^^^^on. and learned 'ne^ed whenever the bank should be corn- 
friend. pelled (and a time must aureljl’ cpmc 

Mr. Marryal saif)j that the House and vhen it would be compelled),— to re* 
the country at preseot laboured under the its^payraents in cash. 'JHie restric* 

grievous disappointment of finding their tions he consideredtas S great and power- 
expectations deceived, of the resumption ful engiae in the hands of ministers, to 
of cash payments by the bank, at the lx* alrer and htodify the property of the couc- 
piration of six months after the signature try at their discretion but such a power 
of-« definitive treaty of peace. With re* they ought not to possess, and he wished . 
spect*to the bill, proposed by the right to see the necromancer's wand broken and 
hon. gentleman, he held read its provisions thrown into the red sea. The only way, • 
with extreme surprise, for the.preamble in hts opinion, of compelling the bank to, 
recited that it was expedient that the baak resume* their p&ypientsj would be by 
should pay in specie as speedily as possible, makihg it their interest^ j;o do so. The 
and yet the enacting clause declare^|,that act was originally '^afis^d. to rescue tH^ 
this payment ought to be' deferred two bank from the corfsequences of its own 
years longer. What were the points of improvidence; and what had they done, 
expediency as wplicable* to it ? Wits the since ? The average annual i||5ae of their 
price of bullion as hi^ now as it had beln? notes, in the. four years preceding the 
.Quite the T6veixae. It was rwll khown .passing of that act, was about 11,000,0(^?. 
:thatjii large quanti^ of spede'had fi mnd p U t w^s now about 27,000,000/., producing 
its way into this country. ,He, as a <5er- j^ a’nnual profit of 800,000/. ■ He thought 
idtant, knew the fhet; and i} bad i^ohfip- i itV^uld be a rvise qoiurse, when the bill 
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went into tlie committee, to propose the 
insertion of a clause for the bank*to pay 
50,000/. a year, or any given sum, to the 
public, until they did resume their cash 
payments; an<i he ljusted that some such 
amendment wouy b* adopted. 

Mr. Pmnkland Lewis said, he wished 
€o add his protest against the ‘danecrous* 
system involved in the^principlc of the bill.’ 
He thought a strong and unanswerable 
ca^e had beerf made out for inquiry. He 
had on many occasions watched with the 
utmost anxiety to collect, if poWible, from 
the I ight hon. the chancellor of the excljc- 
quer, ills real opinions upon the nature of 
the connexion with the bank, but hitherto 
it had been in vain. He could not, even 
after ti»c speech wliich the rightJion. gen¬ 
tleman *had that night delivered, see 
thoroughly wlyit course he proposed to 
himselt that was consistent with good 
faith and sincerity. The wght hon. gen¬ 
tleman said, im^ped, tliat^he thought it 
highly desirable the b*nk alrould return to 
cash'poyments, but he did not seem to say 
it with that confiilence as if he really bc- 
fieved hiifisclf. Tlicre were, many reasons 
which led lvm*to<hink, that/he right hurt. 


at llie end of* two years thepank would be 
. one jot hetfrer to tl»e resuidption of cash 
payhieiita. If the bank were lefi to itself, 
its interest was «o diametrically opposite 
to a resumption of cash payments, that it 
was utterly childish to expect from it a 
voluntary proceeding of that kind. The 
House must take upon itself to make it 
compulsory ; for'nll other measures wquld 
be pugator}^ There could be po doubt 
that the Jate ‘ distresses had been gree dy 
aggravated by the subduction .w,hich ^yitl 
taken place from* th9 currency. It was 
important to consider,'too, howthie fluc¬ 
tuation of value affected our finances. We 
had borrowed 2()0 njillions in a depreciated 
currency, and this sum, it should be rdcol- 
Iccted, must be one day paid in a currency 
restored to its legitimate value at an im- 
,nicnse loss to the public. The appoint¬ 
ment of a commiltee w;as* he thouglit, in¬ 
dispensably necessary; and after a due in- 
Xl^stigation, the Houle could then point 
out the preparatory mode by wliiclr the 
«bj ject might be ultimately accomplished. 

Lord Casffereagh said, ‘that* the only 
question forlhe Hoqg^ to-consider with 
reference to the continuance of the re-< 
.striction act was this—what 


state, from that into which it had got by 
tlie operation of that train of causes su¬ 
perinduced by the war, in which the coun¬ 
try had so Iona been involved, and the 
very unusual ymy in whicli that war had 
been carried 4n ? Certainly, in consi¬ 
dering this queltion, it was natural that 
the ^ews of hon. gentlemen should 
tinctured with those opinions whicl^hey 
had formed upon the sijji^t,* at ^ time 
when the circumstances* connected with 
it were very different from those which 
now operated, y^rhis had accordingly^ 
taken place ;* fdr it was impossible not to 
discover that *tfie inferences and argu¬ 
ments of the hon. gentlemen on the other 
side of the House were drawn and formed 
from the opinions which they had long ago 
entertained. These opinions he had always 
opposed; because he thought, that the 
situation of the country required a very 
different course to be adopted frotn that 
which they recommended: and he was 
now quite sure, that instead of a war 
vigorously carried on and gloriously ter¬ 
minated, if the other mcasurcl had been 
adopted, the results would have been quite 
the ftiversc. One hon. gentleman oppo- 
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eutloman did not sincerely believe that [ site liud said, that he dreaded the renewal 


of the restrictfon act now; beeffuse it 
would become so much ingrafted upon 
our financial system, that its renewal 
would be thought a matter of course and 
B necessary accompaniment to any future 
war in which this country might be en¬ 
gaged. But he would desire that hon. 
gentleman to disl^a-such a fear from liis 
mind: for it emna not be expected that 
the country wduld ever again be involved 
in a war Attended witb such extraordinary 
circumstances as those^which had ren¬ 
dered it a measure of necessity during the 
late war. It was not his wish to touch 
up*bn the old question so long agitated 
upon this subject, but he could not refrain 
from saying, that if gold Irad *been c9nti- 
tinued as flic only {standard of oifl' cur¬ 
rency during the fete long and eventful 
war, we should soon have been left with- 
ovt any standard at all; and by the pre¬ 
servation of such a standard the prices of 
artig^es and the measure of their value 
would have b'een infinitely more changed 
than U had been; it would have been dis¬ 
torted in such h way that the country 
could scarcely ever’hay^ recovered from 
it. 1-1 c^paring the (aerib of different 
items or circulation*, he agreed that the 


^eas.ure^ 

were necessary to conduct the circulatiqfl ‘prwious metak formed the best, with such 
of the country into its natural and bcakby a mixture of paper circuIatioD^as the state 
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of credit might allovir. But as to the cir¬ 
culation of a country, placed in the extra¬ 
ordinary circumstances in*wluch Great 
Britain was during the late war, the case 
was a completely spccialtone, and not to 
be treated on merely general principles. 
If an attempt had been made to keep up 
ca§h payments from the bank of England 
duhiag the war, the inevitable result would 
have been thijigomplete destruction of tHc 
banking system^* In fact, no plan could 
liave been adopted so steady in its opera- 
•-tiou—so little liable to .objection, under 
the circumstances of accumulating ‘and 
increasing industry in theepuntry, and its 
situation with relation to foreign nations. 
But the war was now happily concluded, 
and the operation of these extraordinary 
causes, which had compelled the adoption 
of extraordinary measures, was fast dimi¬ 
nishing. Considering our present situation 
then, wic must look forward to the speedy 
resumption of payments in specie by the 
bank of England. Wow he would say, 
that rile banic was more interested than 
even the esuntry in wishing the resump¬ 
tion of cash payments. It was, however, 
absolutely necessary that the country 
should have completely recovered from 
those ejects of the war, under which it 
still, in some degree, laboured, before it 
could Jie at all safe to allow cash pay¬ 
ments to be resumed. During the* inter¬ 
mediate space which must now take place, 
it would be expedient to act upon a per¬ 
missive system in orderdo prepare the way 
for the entire abolitio.iuR^ the act of re¬ 
striction. It was absoi«iteIy necessary 
with a view to the interests.of the coun¬ 
try, that a considerable period should 
elapse iiefore the bank could be permitted, 
—he would not say undertake—to resume 
its payments in specie. Even that com¬ 
mittee which some years ago had come W) 
a resolution against the continuance of the 
restriction act, when they advised its 
discontinuance, determined tha(^ the period 
of two years from the time of this decision 
should be fixed as that at the expiration 
of which the act should cease. * It was 
quite clear, that the time had not now 
arrived when these payments could be re¬ 
newed. Already the price of silver iftad 
been much reduced, and his lordship was 
persuaded, that in a few months gidd 
would be equally plentiful; and he ^s 
confident that*th§; directors of the bank 
would not be so base, or so negligent of 
their interests, ;jas not to commence ps^ 
nients in cash: ttie directors bad no nif- 
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live to act otherwise than was most con¬ 
sistent with the public convenience, and - 
would scorn to fill their pockets by de¬ 
riving unfair advantages, and dccciying 
parliament. He did indeed allow that 
circumstances were nlw di^lasing them¬ 
selves with respect to the price of silver, 
which mast speedily be expected Co take, 
place iriso with respect to gold. The price 
of silver was now so Ibw, that if it wcre.not 
; for the act of parliament pre>{cnting it, the 
metal would be carried to tlie'mint by 
individuals,tt) be coined, as being a more 
profitable way of disposing of it tliar^ 
selh’ng it at the market price. When the 
price of gold, by the state of exchange, 
fell equally low in proportion, then, pn 
fact,r though not in law, cash payments 
would be resumed, and without the repeal 
or discontinqance of the restrictibn act, 
or any compulsion on the bank to pay in 
specie. There would be this intermediate 
principle of compulsion irl the resumption 
of cash payments, Gi^'ore jt was made coth- 
pulsory on the bank) by individuals finding 
it their interest when the price of gold fell 
sufficiently low, to carry their gold to tlie 
mint to bo cAned, as q, more profitable 
^way to dispose of it, than by sblling it at 
the market price. When gold fell so low 
as to produce this effect, the mint would • 
coin free of expense, which would induce " 
individuals to have tlreir-^old; and thus, 
independently o^' the bunk, the circulation 
would become metallic. When by these 
means a subslraclion of metallic currency 
was supplied, he should then think that the 
;>esumption of cash payments by the bank 
miglU be made compulsciry without any 
injury to hs credit. But untif this inctr- 
niifd^te principle of compulsion, which he 
had^mentiohed look; place—until it be¬ 
came a matter of profit for individuals to 
brir.g (heii« ingots of gold to the mint to 
be coined, the restriction act could not be 
wisely discontinued. It was the interest 
of the bank to accelerate the time when 
this should take'' place. Great inconve- 
nieno£ and distress bad arisen to country 
bankers,, from the uncertainty how to • 
regulate their operations with reference to 
the time when the rcstfittion act was to 
cease^ These in(*on#eniencies would be* 
now totally obviated by fixing t1l^ period 
of two yeajrs. ^On a view of the whole"' 
subje^ct, he did not feel| cftiy ground 
for instituting' the»’5nquiry * which was 
fiioved for; because it was quite evi- 
^nt-that the period of tWo years, which 
Ipcen fixed itpon, was sufficient to 
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htin^ matters to such a situatioa, that the 
■ coatinuonce of the restriction act would, 
at the expiration of that period, be unne¬ 
cessary. 

Sir John Nexoport observed, that the 
noble lord, in\iis uslial style of eloquence, 
a style peculiar mo' doubt to himself, but 
at all tidies unintelligible to the Houses 
had talked of ** an intermediate pfinciple 
of .compulsion” [Hear, hear! and a 
laugh^. Hi%not understanding the noble 
lord arosfi, probably from the sublimity of 
style to which tlie noble loed^ uniformly 
•spired, but which was unfortunately inac¬ 
cessible to any individual, but the noble 
lord himself [A laugh]* He wished to 
know what these words meant? 

Lord Castlereagh begged the right-on. 
baronet to recollect that he haif explained 
those words to mean, that principle by 
which a metalKc currency would be forced 
to appear, by the low price of gold, with- 
.out before, forcing the bai^ to resume its 
payments in specie. 

Sir John Nexvport proceeded. Now he 
had the pleasure for once to understand 
the noble lord; but would it not have been 
betfer for him at first to hsveopoken iixa 
manner fit to naeet the cotfiprehension ofi 
all, than to }iave clothed -his n^ganing in 

• language totally deyoid uf«common sense i 

* The noble lord had'next asserted that the 
directors would not be so base as not to pay 
in gold as soon bs possible; bat Ke forgot 
that every one of them took an oath to make 
all the profit he could for the benefit of the 
proprietors. What hope, then, was there, 
if the public were left to the tender mercy 
of tliedii^ectorsJthat they would ever With¬ 
draw their* ngtes i And if the time t^e 
allowed were placed at the discreti<»^f 
the noble lord, the issue of specie would 
only be contemporaneous with the termi¬ 
nation of his political career* If |ime 
were given, what security had the country 
that the bank would'employ it in prepara¬ 
tion ? The plan of the noble lord was, 
either at the end of two /ears all cash pay¬ 
ments diould be commenced, or that at that 

• period the banl^ of England should begin 
a gradual issue of specie; so that the mind 
pf the noble lord ^idL not seem at all made 
•up; biitian bndi alternatives, mor^espe¬ 
cially the last, he contemplated a peitna- 

* nent peace, of many years. |t was ijfuite 
clear, and 4h& country could not ^il to 
perceive it,* tnat tb^pinilon of the*noble 
Iord» whatever ft was, was dictated bgrcoif' 
venieece.: it ori^nated in dtat iatini^ 

and most injurious connexion suinistf^ 

■ • * . *• 


between government and the directors ol' 
the bank of England, which pirt to hatard 
the best interests of the country^ whmh 
compelled the payment of interest by the 
nation for the ukc of its own money, and 
which accounted fo^ the civility, not to 
say servility, of the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer to the directors. It proven^ 
that officer of the public from .doglEmg 
dangers in the face wMcM hM hm not 
courage to meet; and^%ied him, by 
temporary supplies, to satisfy immediate 
necessities, by which thr»8e dangers wen, * 
increased, luid by which the nation' might 
ultimately be .brought to absolute ruin. 
He protested warmly against the conti¬ 
nuance for two years in time of peace of a 
bill originally- resorted to from six weeks 
to six weeks in time of war. 

Mr. Manning observed, that after the 
lapse of two years- the country would be 
able, with tolerable certainty, to expect a 
return to the old and^, wholesome state of 
currency. Whatever might be the opinion 
of others, he could bear witness that it 
was the most anxious wish of the directors 
to return to the cash payments restricted 
'in 1797 . It was, however, fit, in the first 
instance, to use many precautions; for the 
question did not merely relate to die bank 
of England, but to the whole system of the 
country formed upon the paper cufrency. 
He denied that the directors took any such 
oath as that'mentioned by the right hon. 
baronet; they were left entirely to their 
discretion as to the best means of pro¬ 
moting the intefie^..of the concern. He 
then referred to^e amount of bank notes 
in circulation Jit difierent periods, to show 
that they had littl^ influence upon the 
value at commodities, and to tlie gradual 
reduction in the price of gold, to prove 
that it was afi'ectM by external circum¬ 
stance, and not by the issue of paper. 
The measure ought not to be considered 
as one applying only to the bank of Eng¬ 
land, but e a mceure in which the gmie- 
ral interests of the^bipire were concerned, 
as it allowed them two years for doing so. 
within^Iess than which time it could not 
certamty take place. If they with¬ 
drew dieir paper, and were laid under the 
ne^^ity of |wymg in specie sooner, the 
geeatest mcoovenience to trade would be 
the reside. He tbou^t, therefore, tiiat 
Acre should be no compulsiqa,.on the 
bank to alter the state the ourfenoy till 
drctimstioces eoablad'tWm to dosowith- 
!8 h| dongecsor embarraapBaant. The* whole 
should totheiliamtioi^af Uw tMtnk, 
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aod he had no doubt that the director ] was as great ao enemy as any man to the 
would take such steps as would gradually j restriction act in itself. He had opposed 
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enable them to accomplsh the desirable 
object of a return to cash payments. 
Caution, was, however j:!;ecessary. 

Mr. Ponsonby begged ip say a few words 
in reply to wb^t had fallen from the bon. 
director. He was anxious that mothing. 
hA^ight advance should be construed into, 
any mark disrespect to tite body of di¬ 
rectors, peflibMiUy considered. The hon. 
director had accused his right hon. friend 
> of mistaking tlie nature of the oath taken 
by the governor and directors of the bank. 
His right hon. friend had/iot mistaken the 
nature of that oath, so far as it bound them 
to consult the interests of the body of pro¬ 
prietors, for whom they abted as trustees: 
but if they were not bound by oath, 
certain he was that they were bound by 
honour to make, the greatest profits they 
could for the interests intrusted to their 
luanagement. motion before the 

House had for its first object the appoint¬ 
ment of a conuuittee of inquiry into the 
proprieW>of resuming cash payments spee¬ 
dily. Ifihe House did not express strongly 
its opinion on this subject, be believed the 
bank would take no steps to restore thb 
metayic circulation. I-ie was confirmed 
in this idea frqm some expressions in the 
speech of the noble lord. According to 
him, we were to consider our reSation to 
the other nations of Europe, and the aspect 
of the whole political world, before \ve 
compelled a return to cash payments. If 
were to do this, bli>bad no doubt that 
pretence would always be found for delay,* 
and that the period of'seejng the renewal 
of the former circulation of tl^e country 
would never arrive. The secoAd object 
of the motion was, after due inquiry, to 
fix a period beyond which the present re¬ 
strictions would not subsist, and the Sunk 
would be obliged to pay their notes in 
spvcie. If the House rejected this motion, 
the restrictions on the bank would, he was 
convinced, remain ihtperpetuity< 

Mr. Baring said, he felt os mjoch as an^ 
member of the House how iwcessarv it 
was, for the security of property and^he 
equit^le adjustment of mercantile trans¬ 
actions, that the country should return to 
cash payments. There was no other mode 
of p^enting fiuctuatibn of prices, incon¬ 
veniences in AKide, Imses in exchange, 
and general* sq^ptcion and oonvuleion, at 
intervals, in the best interests tX the nation,' 
bat*by returnmg to the rules ^ ourfarSigr' 
currency.^ Entertaming Diia opinioiK be 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 


the resolutions of the present chancellor 
of the exchequer in 1810, because he 
thought them erroneous and impolitic. 
The right hon. gwitlen^ had resta]^>d 
his former opinions On ’the security of a 
paper Circulation when issued Vofuntarily, 
and *he differed with him now as much as 
ever. Paper could not suffer deprecia¬ 
tion, he thought, if taken, voluntarily, or 
given on good security. When he stated 
this opinion, the right hon. gentleman had 
surely forgotten that a great part of (he 
^aper issues, were compulsory. It was 
issued in payment of the public creditor* 
to the amount of forty millions annually, 
aiyl the public creditor was thus com¬ 
pelled to receive it, unless tfie right hon. 
gentleman meant, by a voluntaiy accept¬ 
ance, that those to whom it was offered 
might either take it, or want their divi¬ 
dends. Ad^ierting to the .oath of tho ’ 
directors to. consult tl,B interests of the 
propejetors, he allowed its general obliga¬ 
tion, but denied that it bound them to 
take unfair advantages of the {public, or to ■ 
,persevers in'a system which would ’be ul¬ 
timately rdinous. 'Hre ba\ik directors 
and proprietors themselves as their for¬ 
tunes coDsi^ed in money, aqd were mca^, 
sured by money; would be the greatest 
sufferers by its depreciation. ’ Accord¬ 
ingly,* every minister 'who liad entered 
into transactions with the bank would 
I give the body of directors credit for not 
wishing to issue an excessive amount of 
paper. Returning to the argument of 
tRe right hon. gentle.\an, that ’.no paper 
CyrenCy could be exce^vfi that was vo- 
|l I^tary, he thouglit that it refuted itself, 
as it would lead tq tha absurd conclusion, 
that qq^ntity had mo tendency to reduce 
value, aad that th^ same sum of money 
was of equal value when it bore a great 
or»a small proporiion to tfte objects for 
which it was to be exchanged.^ So far 
was he from agreeing with the right hon. 
geiltleman in this respect, that he be-' 
Oeved depreciation mpst necessarily be 
caused by excessive issues, whether vo¬ 
luntary or involuhttfy*;' and that there 
no mode 'of. attannlng aidbility and 
security in our money transacCions but by 
returning to, a medium of, exchange ht 
onpe un^eraal and exportable. The real 
questions before tte|iHouse,however, were, 
whether we should reiurn to cash pay¬ 
ments soon, and what waa. the best modp 
of ascertaining the point ? He was con- 
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, FIRST CLASS. 

An Estimate of the probable future Annual Charge upon the Civil List, in 
respect of Pensions and Allowanceji to the Royal Family; and also a Statement 
of the Amount of Cl^rge, from w^ich it is proposed to relieve thf> ClViL List. 


EsrruiATK 
of till* proKiblf Tiiliwc 
I Aimnal Clh.ii'^'c. 


AMOUNT 
of Charge iiroiMwd 
to lx- traiMlei red to the 
C'jjuaoliiialcd I'nnA 


Allowance for his Majesty's Establishment at Wind- • 

sor, per Act 52 Geo. cap. 8.^. lOO.OOf) 0,0 

His Majesty’s Privy Purse*...... 60,t)00 0 0 

Her Majesty the Queen... 5S,000 0 0 

Do - - I . , . additional Allowance, per Act 5'- 

Geo. 3. c. 8. ....i...10,000 0 0 

PrivyPurscofhis RoyalHighness the Prince Regent 60,000 0 0 

Allowance to - - Do . 10,000 0 0 

Allowance to his Royal Highness the Duke of York - * -- 
Do*- - - Do - - Duke of Clarence - r - 

Do - to her Ro\^al Highness tiie Princess An- « 

. agustj ISophia. .. - * - 

Do - - - Do - - - Princess Klir-ubeth. ^- 

Do - • - - Do - - - - Princess Mary. ... 

Do - - - - Do - ■ - - Princess Sophia . - , - 


T^ttal, First Class..*..v^. 298,000 0 0 


12,000 0 0 
2,S(X1 0 

* 4-,000 0 0 
4,0(K) 0* 0 
4,000 0 0 
. 4,000 0 . 0 



* SECOND CLa‘*SS. , 

An Estimate of the probable future Annual Charge upon the Civil List, hi 
respect of Allowances to the Lord Chancellor; Speaker of »^jlhe House of 
Commons; Judges of the Courts of King's Bench and Common IPleas; Barons 
of the Exchequer, nnd-^ustices of the Courts of Great Session in Widjs. *” 


, • , ESTIMATE 

' . • of the prolMhIc Aitnre 

# Aiuiiul Chaige. 

-• *__ 

- * £. »s. d. 

Lord Chnnaellor ......«.r. 5,000 0 0 

SpealCer of the Housex>f Compions . J. ... 1,825 0 0 

Judges of the Court df King’s Bench . 8,500 0 0 

Do.. . Common ^leas .»!. 7,500 0 0 

Barons of the Exchequer ..... _ 6,500 0 0 

Chief and ISgbond Justices of Chester *...t. 1,230 0 0 

Justices of the Court of Great Session in Wales ...•• 2,40§ 0 0, 

Total, Second Class * .32,955 0 0 


(VOL.^XXIV.) 
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THIRD CLASS. 

An EsTtMATfi of the probable future Annual Charge upon the Civu List, in respect o f 
Allowam-cs to Foreign Ministers, including Pensions to Foreign Ministers, and Salaries 
•to Consuls. 


Oiitfit. 

IIOUH! Unit. 

of- 

a. 

J 


s. 

d. 

4,000 

0 

0 




400 

*0 

0 

— 



4,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 




4,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

—- 



1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 




4,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

— 



3,000 

0 

0 

_ 



30U 

.0 

0 




• 



« 



2,500 

0 

0 

‘ 500 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

— 



2,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

, — 



2,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

200 

i 

0 

— 



2,000 

0 

0 

.'idj 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

— 



2,000 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

''DO 

() 

0 

— 



2,000 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

- 



^OllO 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

— 



) ^,(00 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

( 200 

0 

0 




1,5iM) 

0 

0 

300 

r» 

0. 

150 

0 

iT 





0 

0 

3bo 

0 

0 

) 150 

0 

0 




) 1,500 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

) 150 

0 

0 




) l,.'b00 

0 

if 

300 

0 

0 

1 1.50 

0 

0 

-- 



J 1,000 

0 

l 

300 

0 

0 

. ^ ^00 

0 

0 

— 



J '*1,1.50 

0 

,0 

9,:oa 

0 

0 


—L 



zzss 



A M L A 8 S A D O R^S. 
Finsr Class. 


, . I„ 4 «laty. 


£. s. (/. 
11,000 I) 0 
1,100 0 0 
11,000 0 0 
1,100 0 0 
11,000 0 0 
1,100 (3 0 
11,000 0 0 
1,100 0 0 
11,000 0 0 
1,100 0 • 0 


Paris . 

8efrrt.iry,oi Embassy.. > • 

St. Pctersbiirgli.^ ' 

ScrreUiy of Embassy 

VieniLi .». 

.''ccrctary of Embassy . . 

Madrid .j- .... 

Secretir^ of Embassy . 

Netlierlands .. 

Secretary of Embassy ....;.. 

Slcond Cl ass. 

Consta^.inople . 

Secretary of Embassy . 

Oriental Secretary . 

ENVOYS EXTRAORDIi^AltY AND MINIS-| 

TEIte PLENIPOTENTIAKY. 

‘, Tuinij Ci.ASs. 

Prussia .i.. } 7,000 o 

.SecretaryofJojgation .a.| 700 0 

Foumii Ci.Ay..* • 

Portugal...,.---- j 5,500 0 

Secretary of Legation.. 

Two Sieih(‘s . 7 . 

-V Secretary of Legation .I 550 0 

America. t. 

Secretary of Legation .^ 

Fain Class. 

Sweden . | 4,500 0 

.Secretary ot Legation . 

Bavaria ••••;/•.. 

Sccrctaiyof Legation . 

Denr^ark .7.| 4,.'i00 

*- Secretary of Legation .• 

Saidinia,.’.... 

Secretary of Legation .i 500 0 0 

ENVOYS EXTRAORDLVARV. 

Saliit Class. 

\\ irlt iftbei g ......t.'... 

Sti reUry of Legation ..y' 

'liiscaiiy...V 


Scrrclaiy of Legation , 

Swis^'crland.... 


Set retaty of Legatieu 
Saxoiiv . t... 


, Secretary of Legation •. ♦ • 

StVlMAl Cl ASS. 

Hamburgh..*.. 

Se^clary of Leg itiou •. •. ( 


i*. 


500 0 
,600 * 0 
500 0 


600 0 
3,600 0 
: 600 0 


500 0 
J 


135,85C 

... . 


for Hotise Rent.. • •p, loO 0 o 

Pensions to Foreign Ministers* *• • 58,ooo 6 o 

Sitfifriesit/Consuls r...a.so,ooQ c 0 

. . --^826,950 


0 0 
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FOURTH CLASS. 

An E^TiMAiB of the probable* future Annual Charge upon the Civn List, in respect of 
the Bills of his Majesty’s Tradesmen in the Department ol the Lord Stewaru, LortI 
Chamberlain, Master of the Horse, Master of the Robes, and Surveyor (Jeneralot Works; 
and also a Statement of the Amount id Charge from which it is proposed to relieve the 
Civil List, . . ■ 


AMOUNT 
of (iMige propoieil 
to bv ((etriyrd by 


Lord Chambcrlam . 

Master oi tlie Horse . 

Master of the Robes . 

Surveyor Gcueral of Works 


» 

' rarriMATE 
of 

the probuble ^nre 
Anniisl ( b irge. 



d 

85,000 

0 

0 

• 40,000 

0 

0 

40,000 

0 

0 

AfiOO 

d 

0 

t 40,000 

0 

0 

209,000 

0 

0 


* 15,000 


26,000 


* Hit* *nra ot 15,0001. M tho entiuiued AmouiU of the Oitare Chaive, m reapict of rnmtare and vaiiou, utb 
herrtofurt luppliitl tin 1 wd Cli.imberltin’. Dcptnbmnt to cutam Public Ofluet; alto ibo Ijtpiu'H ol Plate, Sir. tor hi* 
Mmesty'i roit-igu Ministut and fjoveniou I'ollai*, Badge*, and Manttu of the aeverd UrdiT* of tin'Ciartin, Bath, and 
Ihutle, aitvti limnpeti tin tin lilp&inidiand llorH. Csard* Blue, gold Chain*, ISadwrind Mantle* of tho Ofilrns oi 
the feevtial llrdera; silver Cullais and imbioldrred Coats lor the Heralds; Inriiitiiii for tie lloyal Yachts, am) rncnnisl and 
Septennial SeiMii * for thi nrammers, and Royal Standards tor the life and loot Guards. * 

t Ihls snm ol 10,000/ is tin. tstunated Amount ot the totnre Charge tor the HcpiSs of the sevenl Public Ofllcu and 
Buildings at the loner, IShitUiill, and Wistimnstcr, and also the necessary Works nod B^pairs ui'-lliit James’s Park, and 
dh pnvite Roads heretutoii defrayed oat of the Civil list ' 

j This sum of iOfiOfX is the isUmated ( baige lor Kepaiis and necessary Alterations at toe seveial Iloyal raUces,,&h. at 
Ricliniond, Kew, Krtv House, See. Uuaen’s Palace, Carlton House, Mews, Kensiugtwi Palar* and Oardens, Windsor CaSHe 
and Quein’s Lotlge, Hampton Court l^lacc and Ilouse Ptu'k, and Sami James's Palace. It i* also proposed in toe event ot 
any new Buildings beuig to be nndertaken, or of any very exteiuive'Jtepaiis beyond what Ibt piescnt I^timatens calculated 
to rover, that an Bstimate of the rapcnse should be Bdbmitted fo IMrhament prefiouMy to tor comn^cemrnt ot the Work, 
in order that Ihrir simeUon tor toe same may be obtained, and ifovisiuii made tor ditraymg the ExpeW ot to execntion. 


FIFTH CLASS, • 

An EStiMAfE of the probable future Annual Charge upon the Civil I^st, m’respece ./f 
the Salaries, Coinpensatiotrand Superannuation Allowances in the Departments of the 
Lord Stewaid, I oi d Chamberlain, Master ot the Horse, Master of the Robes, and Sur¬ 
veyor General of Works, also for the balanes of ceitam other Officers of his Majesty’s 
Household . 


liJRl) SlFWARU’S DEPABTMrNT: » 

Lord Steward’s Salary, paid at tl^e Exchequer..... .t. 

Salaries, and ( ompensatiun and S.*jerannualion Allowances, 
ptoyabie m the De[iartraent .... 


1,540 f 0 
40,320 10 


Loan Cuambirlain’'. Depaetkent: * * 

Lord Chamberlam’s Salaiy, paid at the Exchequer 3,000 ’ 0 0 

Vice-Cliamberlaiii’s Salary ..Ditto. 600 p 0 

Gtpom of the Stole ..Ditto..*.* 2,000 _0 0 

Twelve Gentlemen of the Bedchamber Ditto ——. 12,000 '0*0 

ThirtodhGrooms...Dittq.*.. Ditto... 6,500 0 0 

Apothecary to his MajeAy.Ditto.. fl5 0 0 

Apothecary to the Household........ Ditto.. 53 6 8 

Salaries, and Compensation and Supel'annuation Allowances, 

pa^bleVtotbe Department.. 3t,7PS. 14 0 

Depabtmskt of tub MaSteb op the Hoese : • .* r * 

Salaries, and Compensation and Superannuation AUcyvances, payable in the 

Department •••» ...... 

Departmi£ 3 |T of the Master of the Rosps; 

Salaries) payable »thisiDtpartment* • ..;.. 

I^HARjjffEWT OF SuRVETdl^ GENERAL OF WoEKSf • 

Salaries, aUat^pgriEaMon and 8|qi}>entnnnatioi»Allojrances, payable in this 
Department ... ..... 

* • 

, • * tqjhily fifth QljMS'v:^' 


41,866 10 


59,062 0 8 

27,1^ 6 0 

# » 

3,080 0 0 
10,946 6 3 


140,697 16 H 
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, . • 

, SIXTH CLASS. , 

An Estimate of the probable future Annual CharM upon the Civil. List, iu 
respect of Pensions limited by Act 22 Geo. III. cap. 82. 




Pensions without Feus, formerly paid at the 
, Pensions formerly paid by the l^ymaster P«tiu»ions, in lieu of 

Apartments at Somerset Place ..^... .. 

Pensions to the SerTants of the late Queen Cartuine, and late 

Princess of Wales......'. 

Pensionil by Patent and Privy Seal. 

Pension» by Sign IVIanual^..... 

Contingent Expenses .... . 


SEVENTH CLASS. 

An Estimate of the probable future Annual Charge- upon the Civir, List, iu 
respect of Salaries and Fees of sundry Public Officers, and Annuities and Pay 
meut'.. for various Purposes; and also a Statement of the Amount of Charge from 
which it is proposed to relieve Che Civjt. List. • . 



Lord President of the Council.... ..y. 

* • ci’,* i. d. 

First Clerk of the Council,.25») 0 0 

One do,...j.;*.. JCK) 0 0 

Ksii^ier‘of the Council‘Chamber . SO 10 0 

Do..'t at 2s. 6d. pur day .. 45 12 6 

r _ 

Lotd Privy Seal ....... 

Constable of Dover^ Castle. 

Governor of Windsor Castle ... 

Master of the Hawks... 

Chief ,|pstice in Eyre,fNorth of Trents. 

•Da.....South of Do.,,... 

'Chancellor of the Garter. 

University of Oxford, for a Preacher ... Perpetuity. 

• - - • - ProfeSsor of Dimity.Do....... 

Law..r.. 

.Pbyaic... 

.History .. 

Botany s.. 

University of Cambridge* 8n a Perpetuity.. 

..for a Preacher.V.. 

Professor of Divinity... 
ILtiW 

‘ .. 

.. , . - History... 

Botany 

Emanuel College, Cambridge • •• ^ Ferpetuity.i. 

Dean and Chapter of Litchfield * - ' - do. . 

Vieir of Litcbfiuld »....... ’,,....4 . 

iSpaUr of the Temple....* 

Eeader at Hampton Court Chapel .... 

Fpllomo^ Eton College - - . . PeroetaitirM. 


ESTIMATE . 
of 

Ihp proIttUe futnre 
Anniut OharKi.. 


jO. t. d. 
4,000 0 0 


AMOUNT 
of Clutse aam nhirh 
It I. piopOKd to 
Uu! Civil Lint. 


t 

452 

5,000 

4,100 

182 

1,572 

2,250 

'WCy 

'570 

10 

IS 

40 

40 

400 

200 

•10 

10 

15 
40 
40 

400 

200 

16 


2 6 
0 0 
0 0 
10 0 
10 0 
0 0 
13 4 


0 0 


• ST 6 
40 0 0 
42 0 0 
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SEVENTH CLASS^continued. 

« 

i j 

Dean and Chapter of .Westtni^iM^f/lhr French 

Ministers* Savov..••••••••• 

Ministers, Isle of Man.... 

Bishop of,Chester, for four Preachers . 

Vicar of the Tewer - - * Perpetuity . 

Minister of St. Botolph, Aldgate do.^ . 

C'hurchwardcns of St. John the Baptist, Perpe- 

petuity for relief of the Poor . 

Da. • St. Micha<^, Cbrnhill • do. • do.... 
Do. - St. Magnus - do. - do.... 

Schoolmaster of Southell - - Perpetuity. 

Corporation of Dartmouth «■ - do. .. 

Mayor of Macclesfield ...1.... 

Corporation of Lyme Begis .. 

Do. - - for repairing the Pier. 

Corporation of Berwick for repairing the Bridge...' 

ChrisPs Hospital...y. 

Jlcpresentatives of’ Sir John Hynde Cotton - - 

Perpetuity. 

Heirs of CJolonel Fairfax - do... 

Do. - Nicholas Yates... 

Astronomer Royal... 250 0 01 

Do. in further Augmentation of bB • * J 

Ab^stant’s Salary.^. 

Housekeeper at Westminster....]l. 

Keeper of the Lions in the Tovrer, including extra 
Allowance for the Maintenance of the Animals... 


Knight Harbinger ... 

Latin Secretary ... 

Examiner of Plays . 

Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod 

blaster of the Mechanics . 

Engraver of Seals........ 

Keeper of the Tennis Court: ........ 


» Opficeiis of the Ceremonies. 

Marshal of the Ceremonies. 100 0 

Assistant Master of do.. 121 Id 

Master of the Ceremonies.."...* 200 0 

Do. > - in lieu of Bills. 100 0 

i « 

• Bath Offiqers. 

Genealogist of the Order of the B^... 100 0 

Bath King at Arras.... ^ 0* 

Secretary to the Order of the B«th 

Register to^o.........90 0 

Gentleman Usher td Do....90 0 

Messenger to Do.y....' 40 0, 

Kings asp Heralds ax' Arms. 

4 Pursuivants &t AnpS . 80 0, 

8 Heralds at 18t. 4d. each. 213 6 

3 Kin^ ^ Amut.4^1......... 129 0i 

Qarftr King at .|^rinii .. . ^00 O' 


ESTIMAfL 

of 

thr probable futora 
Auitaul Charge 


$. d. 

• 

. BO 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 

6 13 4 
^700 

7 13 4 
1,2 4. 0 

•21 4 8 
10 0 0 
40 0 0 
' SO 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
100,0 0 
370'10 li 

• .5 >6 8 
100 0 0 
100 0 *0 

’ 420 0 O' 

.9.26 


AMOUNT 

of Charge from wMch U 
u propowtl to rtUm 
Ux- Civil 


450 0 0 
195 16 8 
280 0 0 
400 0 0 
200 0 6 
150 0 0 
SO 0 0 
132 S 4 


521 13' 












































house: 


cm^m, ' c^' 


"S E V E N T H G L A S S-~continued, 


ESTIMATE 
, of 

tfae i?robable fliture 
Anaool CharEe. 


AMOUNT 
of Charg,*) which it 
il prupowd to relieve 
the drifLiet. 


" Band.OP Gentlemen Pensioners.,, 
Gentleman Harbinger of the Band of , .';i‘ 

. Peoflionert .«/... 

W Gentlemen, Band of Pensipaers', 

<j^.)OOeacb ..4,000 0 0 

Clerk of the Check of • - Do.... 120 0 0 

Standard Bearer of' - - - ,Do.... 310 0 0 

Lieutenant of Do. - - . Do. ... 500 0 0 

Captain of - - - - - - D^ ... 1,000 0 0 

» C 1 . 

c .Keepers OF Recorps. 

Kc^r of the Records at the Toirer^ 

• 500 0 ,0f 

Do. to’pay Fees on above Sfilary >5,435 16 0 

169 4 Ol 

Dov for 3 Clerks - - 766 12 Oj ] 

Keraer of the Council «RECord8 . 500 0 0 

Keej^r pf die Reebrds u Wbiteltall 160 0 0 

lyebper of the Records of Forfeited 

, Estates.. 200 0 0 

State'Faper Office..v..... - 970 O 0 

. ILeewr of the Records in the Court 

; oiExchSqueri.. 9p0 0 P 


?, Officers of the Counts of ExcheJubr 
:, ^ ■ AND ComJiION«PlEAS. *, 

OurjUtor Baron of the Court of '£x< 

,, ' chequer. :!■ . 263 6 8 

.' Solicitor to the Chart of Eiichequer:.. 150 0 0 

Treasurer’s Remembrancer.. 64 2 1 

Two Secondaries in the Office of Do. 9 0 0 

^ Second Secondary m Do... 26 13 4 

'’^^terks in Do... 11 5 0 

tV oreigQ Apposer, .. ..x.. t. 4o 0 0 

^^tne Foreign E6trca.ts in the. 

Suridf Exchequer. 96 13 4 

^Mirk qf jthe Nicb|UB... 20 0 0 

Clerk of the Pleas;....f».6 10 0 

Xiiw*8 Remembrancer ... T -SS 1% 4, 

'l^u in Ae Office df Do. ' 7 ^^ k 

iecon^ipB in Db;,no’....«.v.8 (f . 0 

U l^a^ers in Chancery' • a • eV a •« qi* * a-f • • 1,100 0 0 

c Qf,4he ]$[ankper, ffetf the £)x- 

h8|;nf that Office.....>, 2 , 000 : 0 

Counsel .£.40 per^abnutn' ■ -'.M 

rJPrjote Se^e^rv.^i,.'...• 41 

‘*toit Ahns,;ati£;iOO Is. ' 

. W .. 1,008 ]i8 Oj 

^?8‘€kirkj[n the* Crown-Office 60 0 Oi 

Foreign Estreats, Cot^: 




P|^,,..... 

ri&*- \: ! ' ' ' 


20 0.0 
20«9 0 


£, 


d. 


6,000 cO 0 


4;163 16 0 


(.n ■, 

' 

h • 

. it; *t' ' 

, »V A i 

«• ■> . W Vi. 

if- . > 

• '.I. 

6,945 9 7 
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SEVENTH C L A S S—con<i«Kerf. 

Pipe Ofeicrrs. 

Clerk of the Pipe....;^.;407 4 2 

Controller of thfe Pipe .V**** V ‘ 40 0 0| 

Two Secondaries ih the Pipe Office... 20 0 0 
Clerks in the Piple Office,..*. 1< 11 8 


Eritish Museum .. 

Ofpicehs of the Ordnance.. 

Master of the Ordnance... ' 

Lieutenant General of Do.!... . . 

Surveyor General of Do.!. 

Clerk of the Ordnance. 

Storekeeper of Do.*. 

Clerk of the Deliveries ...f. * 

Treasurer of the Ordnance. 

Officers of the Receipt op Exchequer. 

Tw(F Chamberlains of the Exchequer... 

Two Deputy Do.-for striking Tallies. 

Ditto on their Allowance. 

Senior Deputy Chamberlain ... 

Two oth&r Deputy Chamberlains for joining Tallied 

Senior Teller of the Exchequer..'. 

One of the Tellers of the Exchequer....,.,.*.. • 

4? Messengers of the Exchequer, at 4-id. per day... 
Do.^in their Allowance*of J?.12 10s. perl month..* 

Two Grooms of the Exchequer, at 20s. a^ycar. 

PifHer at the Exchequer Gate ... 

Officers of the Exchequer on their ancient Fpe 

(Clericus ct Ministris). 

Exchequer Watchmen. 

Salaries formerly paid to the under-mentioned 
Officers of tlie Exchequer, but now payable 
to the Chief Clerk of the Pells, Receiver of 
Fees, per Act 23 Geo. Ill. * 

To the Auditor, on his Fec^-.r.'... 

Do. on his additional Aliowan’ce. 

Do. for his 1st Clerk, on Do. ... 

Do. for a Clerk in the Tally Court, on bis [Pee ...J 
Do. for keeping a Register on the iSiblic Loans... 

Do. on his Fee...*.. 

'Tb the Clerk of the P*ells, on his Allowance. 

Do. on bis Fee ..... 

Do. for a Clerk on Do... 

Do. for one pf the Four Tellers.. 

Do. for anotber Do... 

.•Is i . 


estimate 

of 

the prtihihle fotiirc 
AnaiMl t ’Inreo. ' 


AMOUNT. 
of Chaige from whicli 
it ia proponed to rdiovo 
the Civil I4st. 


171 is 10 



i Total, Seventh Glass.. 41,297 10 y, 

F sSBSESSBBil^dkBBlSSBSBIH 


EIGHTH CLASS.— An Estimate of the probshle future 
upon the CjfviL List, in resect of the Sslaries<to the CominiasioHen qf tnej^rew 
sury, andj,Chatic4llor of the Exchequer. • ' v 



Commissioners of me Treasury 
first Commissioner of ditto.. 
Chancellor of tlie Exchequer 


V * '‘a>| 


Total* £ightl^IfyHA.ttr,£. 
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OCCASIONAL PAYMENTS. 

r 

An EstiMAtE of the probable future Annual Charge upon the Civil List, in 
* respect of Occasional Payments not comprised in any of the aforegoing Classes; 
and also a Statement of the probable future Amount of Charge from which it is 
proposed to relieve the CiyiL List. ^ • a 


Special Service and RoyaLBounty.*. 

Home Secret Service .;.. 

Lord Almoner, for Alms. 

Archbishop of York, for Charities and Arabic Pro¬ 
fessors ..). 

Chambadain of London, for the Poor of that City... 
Chelsea Watesworks, for supplying the Treasury... 
Fees, &c. on the Rcceipl of the Privy Purse of his 
Majest}', ‘and o* his Royal Highness the Prince 

Regent ......y.... 

His Majesty’s Charity^do Female Objects in Dis' 

tress ..... 

Chairman of the Westminster Sessions, for Dinners.. 
Mayor, Aldermen, and ShoriHii of London, for Im¬ 
post on Wine..^.... 

Incidental Expenses of the Treasury.i. 

Deficiency,of Fees.Do.I. 

T)eficieucy of I^es—Secretaries of State—Home 

Department . 

Foreign Departrnents ..:. 

War and Colonies. 

Deficiency of Fees—Council Office . 

Contingent Expenses of the State Paper Office. 

.Do.Record Office, Tower. 

Oiatfit to Ministers at Foreign Courts...... 

Extra Extraordinary Disbursements, &c. of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Ministers and Consuls at Foreign Courts... 

presents to the Ministers of Foreign Powers. 

Three Secretaries of State—Cd^ingencies . 

...Do.Messengers.... 

Bailiff of the Tower-#Contingent Disbyrsements... 

Lord Chamberlain^t^ pay Messengers Bills. 

Messengers of the Exchequer—Travelling Charges 
Deputy Chamberlain of tlse Exchequer, and Officers 
> of the Tally Court for striking Tahies.. 


Totdk, Occasional Pavinents.., ...tk- 


•ESriMATE 
of probable futare ' 
Annual Charge. 

AIIOUNT 

i of rba,^ pioposed to 
be defrayed by Gijiria 
of I’arttiment. 

4'' 

5. 

(1. 

£. 

s. 

rf. 

10,000c 

0 

0 




10,00t) 

0 

0 




1,119 

0 

0 

'* b. 



900 

0 

0 




1,000 

0 

0 




52 

14 

0 




522 

0 

b 




1,202 

2 

6 

* 



214 

8 

0 




100 

IG 

0 




“ % 


. 

5,000 

0 

0 

- 


- 

22,000 

0 

0 

• m 



14,000 

0 

0 

% 


. 

IG.OOO 

0 

0 

• 


. 

G.OOO 

0 

0 

- 



15,000 

0 

0 

. 


n. 

GOO 

0 

0 

. 



600 

0 

0 

- 


- 

10,000 

0 

0 

•> 


• 

50,000 

Q 

0 

- 


- 

15,000 

0 

0 

- 


- 

21,000 

0 

0 



• 

18,000 

0 

0 

- 



400 

0 

0 



• 

1,600 

Oa 

0 

. 


- 

1,500 

p 

0 

t 






• 


- 

300 

0 

0 

_25jll0j^ 

6 

19‘L900 

0 

0* 


ammm * 

of these Cha't^ has been framed 'with a view to their pro- 
I'jjgg Qip pgn^jg. but frQgn the Nature of the Services, they are 
"' puch Flnctuatidn; it is therefore proposed, that aiVoter should be. sub* 
in gross, underlie term **.CivH Contingenci^,’Vout of which 
“be paid, ^4* the ftcctmnt of* which snbuld be submitted to 
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An Account showing the total Amount of the Pkoceeds received from the Djtovrs 
OF THE Crown, and Admiralty, since the 1st of January 1814, to the latest 
period to which the same can be made up;—together with,' An Account of the Sums 
pai4 out of the Droits since the same date, specifying by whom received, and on 
what Account. 


No. 1.—-State of DROiT^ari&iagto his Maiesty,{eithcr in right of his Crown, or as 
Droits and Perquisites in his Office of Admiralty; showing the Receipts and 
Payments, ki respect thereof, by the Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty; 
'from the Ist of January 1814 to the 26th April 1816. < . 

w c tf. 

Balance.1st January lul4... 832,433 19 5 

Amount of Receipts in the above period..’.. 892,856 17 1 


1,225,290 

16 

6 

s, £. 

s. 

d. 

.. 948,105 

0 

2 

.. 277,185 

16 

4 

. 1,225,290 


_6 


1814, 
Mar. 2 
Jll. 
May 6. 


‘ ^BSCRACT of the above Payments; £. 

Payments to Captors. 449,700 

Paid into fhe Exchequef, for the Purposes of the Civil List 100,()00 

Paid into ditto, inlaid of the Consolidated Fund. 4,073 

Paid to the ContrQlfer and l^ymastcf of the Establish¬ 
ment of her royal highness th^ Princess Charlotte. 7,500 


Payments to (Raptors Agents ....^...'. 1,880 

Paymyrnts to Qaptors Proctors for Costs. 417 

Paid the Exchequer for the purposes of the Civil List 100,000 
Payments to Claimants, .including Primage, Expenses to 

Masters, and other Allowances. 

Payments to Claimants Proctors for Costs. 

Paid to file. Controller and Paymaster of the Establish¬ 
ment of her royal highness the Princess Charlotte. 

Apr. 22, Paid a further Sum into the JLxchequer, in aid of the Con- 

. ^solidated ' Fund . 

Payments to the Receiver General of Droits'. 

Payments 40 the Admiralty Proctor for Costs.. 

Payments t()s.the Mar^al of the Admiralty for Charges ... 

By Proceeds of AmerK-’an Cases, brought in by the Com¬ 
missioners, but carried to the Account of Suitors for the 
presen^lhb Condemnations being appealed against ... 

By so mucli whidi the Registrar overcharged himself with 

in a former Account ...y.... 

By Repayments to the At^erican Commissioners ... 

Payments to King’s Proctof for Bills of Costs. 

Paid Ho the.€ontroller^aDd Paymaster of the Establish¬ 
ment of her royal highness the l^inceas Charlotte. 

Paid <.^thb ^ight Honourable John M'Mahon, to be ap¬ 
plied'by 4iim in discharge of Uie Expenses incorred for 
Buildings and Alterationsrat the Pavilion at Brighton ... 

B V Registrar’s Poundage, and Expenses attending issues of 
Monies, &c,... 


Dec. S. 


1815. 
July 27. 


9,055 

72 


s. d. 
n* .3 
0 0 

10 4 

0 0 
*'() 8 

11 8 


4 8 
15 1 


9,000 0 0 


1816. 
feb. 3. 

Mar. 14. 

# • 


3,263 

23,745 

231 

3,011 


8,277 

« 

1,543 

fM) 

9,450 

tCooo 


4 

7 

It) 

11 


3,784 


Apr. 20. Paid into the Ex^equer for tii^uipoies of tiie CivHJjist lt90,000 


0 

8 

1 

6 


12 J 

« 

*9 4 
15 6 
14 6 

0 0 


20,000 0 0 


12 4 
0 0 


£. 948,105 0 2 
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Vofo .*>->There still remain various Claims of Captors for Rewards not yet determined 
on, also Expenses Condemned Property undischarged, and other Contingen¬ 
cies ; to the Liquidation of which the Balance of 277,185/. 16s. 4d. will be appH. 
cable. 

Admiralty Registry, 

Doctors* Commons, 27 April 1816. 


i- 


Signqd, J. Faequhah. 


No. 2.—Receipts and Payments by Sir CL Ch. de Crespigny, Receiver General of 
the Droits of Admiralty; from the 1st January 1814 to April 6th 16^16. 


1814. 
*'an. 7. 

31. 
Apr. 21. 

29. 
May 27. 
.June 13. 
July 26. 


Sep. 

Oct. 


Nov. 

Dec. 


15. 
• 3. 
8 . 
27. 
2 . 
19. 
14. 


22 . 


1815. 
jShT IS. 
Feb. 25. 
Mar. 14. 
Apr. 5. 

30. 
May 18. 
June 9. 
23. 


July 3. 
28. 

Aug. 

SpE; 

^8. 

19. 

21 . 

30. 


Oct. 13. 
Nov. 29. 
Dec. 18. 
1816. 
Jan. 22. 

Feb." 12. 

.26. 


Receipts : ' 

By Mr. Avery, Droit at Padstow... 

By Interest of Exchequer Bills.. 

By Mr. J. N.*Kirby, Droits at Antigua..’... 

By Exchequer Bills.. 

By - Do. X 

By G. Gostling, Esq. Droits from tBe Capivof Good Hope 
By G. (jostling, Esq. proceeds of the San Pedro, New 

Providence . 

By Do. - Droits from the Cape of Good Hope' 
By Exchequer Bills sold . X 

“y - - .x. 

“y - - .—-v-X 

, By - - Do.X 

By Mr. George Moore, Droit from Malta.. 

By G. Gostling, Esq. proceeds of Union and Alligator,. 

Calcutta .!.'.... 

By - Do.^ - proceeds of 1 San Pedro, N. Providence 
By - Do. - proceeds of grimmer,'N. Providence ... 




Do. 


proceeds of the HelHngren, Barbadofes* 

By Exchequer Bills sold . 

By - Do.*..X 

By Mr. Waters, Droit at Carmarthen... 

By Mr. J. Bright, Do. at Exeter. 

By Mr. J. Ward, Do. at Cowes . 

By G. Gostling, Esq. the PamploiVEi, Droit at Barbadoes 
By Rcgr. of H. Ct. of Admiralty, proceeds of dria Kroun- 

gren de VewagtkVg, Eiidragt..'.'. 3,633 

By • Do, proceeds of Lydia... 

By Mr. Wright, Droit at Exeter . a.: . 

By Interest on Exchequer Bills. f, .x 

9. By Exchequer Bill sold .. x 

7. By Interest on Exchequer Bill....X 

By Sale of Exchequer Bills....*X 

By - , Do. K ...X 

By - Do. . .X 

By G. Gostling, Esq.part proceeds of Ship Adolphus, con¬ 
demned at Nassau .... /, ..*«,.• 

By Do., salvage of Mary,|^of Bengal.. . 400 

By Do., the Decateur, condemnod at Barbadoes»...’...<»*.^ 


£. 

s. 

d- 

11 

2 

5 

94 

4 

9 

364 

5 

8 

4,074 

0 

9 

3,603 

11 

2 

22,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

2,700 

0 

0 

.4,079 

14 

3 

7,629 

•3 

0 

1,012 

16 

3 

1,02Q 

11 

8 

346 

2 

9 

2,000 

• 

0 

0 

450 

0 

0 

. 600 

« 

0 

0 

397 

12 

2 

1,514 

3 

6 

2,069 

16 

3 

44 

3 

4 

3 

0 

0 

50 

6 

0 

687 

3 

5 

3,633 

0 

6 

657 

15 

4 

2 

10 

0 

252 

19 

6 

1,005 

11 

3 

11 

0 

6 

2,007 

5 

9 

5,053 

0 

1 

1,836 

7 

Ss 

1,748 

6 

6 

400 

0 

0 


151 11 

By Regr. of H. Ct. of Admiralty ..*...... 19,454 11 

® -J.M, 2 

9,347 10 


By Exchequer Bills sold ... X 

% Do. . .A.X 

• 

By* Rmhai;d Birt. Esq. s&m oviyfpaid^ in proceeds of the 

Copenhagen and Nymph ... 

By Mr. Ward,.Droit at Islq A Wight..., 

•By £xchG^U6f Bill sold X 


376 

6 

1,038 


8 

5 

17 


•2 

Id 

.8 

6 


8 

4 

6 
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Mar. 14. By Exchequer Bill sold.X 52i! l. 'll 

Apr. 3. By Mr. John Dougan, proceeds of schooner Ro^e, Droit 

at Bermuda. . 1,285 9 6 


108,653 13 6 

Deduct the Sums in this Account Marked y w^ich are 
. mere Accounts of Exchequer ]^ills,»in which the Ba¬ 
lance of this Account is from time to time invested, 

viz... £. 94 4 9 

4,074 0 9. 

3,603 11 2 

’ 4,079 14 3 

7,629 3 0 
h012 16 3 
1,()2(J 11 8 

1,514 3 6 
2,069 16 3 
252 19 6 
1;005 11 3 

11 0 6 
2,007 5 ir 
5,053 0 1 
1,836 7 8 
4,109 2 8 
9,347 10 6 
1,038 17 6 
524 1 11 

• —- 50,283 IS 11 

Ti^tal Receipts of Droits £. 58,369 t 4_7 


1814. ’ Payments. . £. d. 

Mar. 2. To James Chdyce, one of the captors of the San Pedro; 

in obedience to U. R. H. Prince Regent’s warrant. 24 1 0 

To Mr. St. Bacbe, agent to the master, officers, and crew 
of the ship Alexander; in obedience to his Majesty’s 
. warrants, dated June 18, J1810, and 3d. December 1813 908 12 0 

• .Jo Cbas. Bicknell, Esq. half year’s salary,£o let March ... KX) 0 0 

'To self and Clerk' - Do.. 175 0 0 

14. *To Captain, Officers, and Crew of 11. M. S. Spitfire; in ' 

obedtenca to P. Res^nt’s warrant 7lh March . 304 1 9 

May 11. To Garrisoh of 'IVinite, one-half of proceeds of La Ste¬ 
phanie obedience to Do.of2Cllh October 1813 . 2,485 5 1 

27. To Comnn^oners for settling Fees of V. A. Courts ; in ^ 

obedieticc to Do., dated 13th May. 1,'377 id 0 

June 2. To G. Gostling» Esq. proceeds of Cal mar; intobedienge to *' 

, monition of H. Ct. of Ajimiralty . 3,991 15 0 

6. To Sir James Bontein; in* obedience to P. Regent’s war¬ 
rant of 4l|pMay ....a .^....... l„351 16 0 

1.5. To Exchequer Bills bought. * f8,074 18 5 

^ • 26. To OltimcA, Officers,,,and Crew of bfig Bee, proceeds of 

* ■ Resduroe; in obedience«to P. Regent’s warram of 7th 

• May... 652 15 9 

To Govr. PattoB and«Garrison of St. Helena, part of the 
• proceqfls of th.e Bataviat by order H. Ct. of Adraihalty * 618 ''^5 11 

July 14. To Owners, .Officers, and Crew of ship United Kingdomi ^ 

Do.; by Do.. 228 3 

To Owners, &c. of ship Baring, lip.;*by wder cf Do.... 263 14 4 

To Owners, &c. of ship Mipe>;Ya, Do *.; by Do. 126 .JB 4 
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Au^Sl. To Exchequer BUI bought. « 1,021 8 0 

Sep. 15. To Treasurer of the Navy; in obedience to his Majesty’s 

warrant, dated 6th August. 1,016 1 0 

30. To Exchequer Bills bought... * 1,311 18 11 

Oct. 8, To H. R. 11. the Duke of York; in obedience to his Ma¬ 
jesty’s warrant, dated 30th September. 4,000 0 0 

12. To Messrs. MUver and, Twmlowe; in obedience to his 

Majesty’s warrant, dated 23d September. 7,878 4 g 

22. To H. U. H. The Duke of Clarence; in obedience to his < ' 

* Majesty’s warrant, dated 15th October ...*. 1,762 5 7 

Nov. 1. To G. Gostling, Esq. sundry Bills... • i;33 5 6 

ToCIias.Bicknell, Esq. half year’s salary, to lit September 100 0 0 

To self and Clerk * - Do... ' 175 0 0 

Dec. 13. To H. R. H. The*Duke of Clarence; King’s warrant, da¬ 
ted 18th Nftxpmber.r... 125 6 S 

21. To Exchequer Bills bought. *■ 2,003 11 6 

1815. 


Jan. 17. 
i'cb. 24. 


£ 8 . 

March. 



Ma^ 9. 
11 . 

June 23. 

27. 

I 

Aug. 1. 
10 . 

jj^ept. 5. 
' 7. 
16. 


To G. Gostling, Esq.; by order of Admiralty. 

To Captain John Davie; King’s Warrant, dated lltli Feb. 
To the Rev. W. V. Fryer - Do. - dated 21st Feb. 
To My. Robert Taylor - - Do. - dated 11th Feb. 

To G. Gostling, Esq. sundry Bills ..'.. 

To Chas. Bicknell, Esq. half 3 'ear’s salary to Istjnst. ^ 

To self and Clerk - - Do..; 

To James Jackson, his Share in the San Pedro . 

’’To Samuel Hancock, Esq. Expenses inchrred under dh*ec- 
tioii of the Treasurer of the Navy - his Majesty’s war- _ 

rant, dated 6 August'1814 .I.,... 

To - Do. - Do. his Majesty’s warrant, dated 7th Octo¬ 
ber 1814 .'.....^. \ .. 

To Wm. Speer, Esq. Expenses incurred in tJib ca^e of the. 
Ship PJizabcth and Mary, his Majesty’s warrant, dated 

14th April,.....‘. 

To J. Riley, his Share in the San Pedro ..’.. 

To Regr. of H. Ct. of Admiralty - Poundage. 

To Regr. of H. Ct. of Admiralty - Poundage. 

To G. Gostling, Esq. his Bill. 

To Regr of H. Ct. of Admiralty, J)y order of the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

To G. Go.stling, Esq. his Bill...^. 

To Exchequer Bills bought .....* 

To - Ditto.♦y. 1 , 1 .....’.* 

To Admiral Lukin, by order of H. R. 11. the Trince 

Regent’s warrant, dated ?iie .5th instant... 

To Mr. F. G. Donovan, by order of Ditto, dated 5th 

* August .;.. 

To Mr. G, Elwall,proceeds of Ship S. Carolina -and cargo, 

by order of Ditto, dated 29th August .. 

To Mr. U. C. Sconce, by order of the Lords Coinrars. of 


608 15 3 
1,390 2 0 
7't3 0 6 
129 8 3 
, 51 10 3 

100 a 0 
175 0 0 
24 1 0 


1,302 3 1 
753 15 10 


706 3 6 
24 1 O 

33 0 10 
7 14 10 
3 15 8 

,166 n 4 
1 6 S 

3,517 4 4 
1,014 S 3 

1,055 11 6 

209 14 r, 

1,915 11 (i 


the Admiralty ...•....* 34 18 0 

21. ^To AH Bahi, by order of H. R. H. the Prince Regent's 

warrant, dated 14th Mutant. 8,127 4 ' f> 

To Sidi Mahomet Harden, by Do, m Do.-....t...... 729 4 ’ 

SO. To G. Gostling, Esq. sundry Bills .. * 36 13 . 3 

Oct. 13. To Regr. of Admiralty - Fees, Poundage, &c*. 177 17 10 

To (&. Gostling, Esq. sundry Bills .«... . 1,234 I 3 

TdDo. y - Da...„?.,. ‘ 28 19 4 

, 17. To Sir Jas. Bontein - order of H. R. H. Jhe Prince Re¬ 
gent’s warrant, dated l’4tbfMay 1^14 . 244 0 0 

, .19* • To Exchequer fiUla ...14,441 7 3 
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Nov. 10. To Mr: Austin - Poundage, Greenwich Hospital and / 

Chest. 1,584- 6 2 

14. To Mr. Woodbine Parish, for examining Accounts of the 
. Regr. of Admiralty - King’s Warrant, dated 9th Nor. 626 3 6 

To Charles Bicknell, half 3 'ear ’8 Salary to 1st September... 100 0 0 

T-o self and Clerk - Ditto. 175 0 0 

To Error in last Accounts, proceeds of Lydia, debited at 

• 657/. 155. 4d. reccivedfcOnly 646/. 145. idrf. . 11 0 6 

23. To G. Gostling, Esq. by o^der of the Lords Commrs.oftiie 


in obedience t(^ H. R. H. the Prinde Regent’s War¬ 
rant, dated 8th November . 3,402 19 S 

Dec. 1. To Mr. W. Cole, further proceeds of Ship S, Carolina, in 

obediende to Ditto - dated 20th November..,.!.. 457 4 6 

20. To Rd. Birt, Esq. proceeds of Copenhagen and Nymph, in 

1816. obedience to Ditto - dated 20th November. 8,416 5 0 

Jan. 17. To Jas. Sedgwick for examiping Accounts of Regr. of Ad¬ 
miralty, in obedience to Ditto - dated 12th January... 606 3 6 

Feb. 5. ' To Mr. Slade - proceeds of Paulina, in obedience to Ditto 

dSted 30lh December ...; 585 19 6 

15. To Sir James Buntein, by order of the Lords Commrs. of • 

• the Admiralty . 256 10 0 

29. To JTC. Esten, Esq. for business done in American Treaty 
cases, in Obedience to H. R. H. the Prince Regent’s 

Warrarft, dated 2.8d 6f February . 227 4 6 

March 4. .To Chas. Bicknell, Esq. half years Salary to 1st March... 100 0 0 

To self,and Cleric^ J>itto...*. 175 0 0 

April 6. To Chas. Bicknell, Esq. two Bilk. 57 7 (> 

Tq Messrs. Adam & Ross, Assfens to John Birdh, Esq. • 

■ • Compensation fbr loss of Swedish Ship Regina Christina 

- his Majesty’s Warrant, dated 3d April 1816 . 1,81-3 IT* .? 


108,342 2 2 


Deduct the Suras in this Account marked * which are mere Ac- 
countG of Exche(|ber Bills, in which the Balance of this Account is 

from time to. time invested, viz.... 18,074 18 5 

1,021 8 0 

.. 1,311 18 11 

•2,003 11 6 
3,517 4 4 
1,014 8 3 
, 14,441 7 3 

-- 41,384 16 8 


Totau Payments on Account of Droits.66,^57 ,5 6 


Jjiicoln's-Inn Fields,') Elrors Excepted, 

. bth April 1816. 3 ' Signed * Ct. Ch. De Crespigny. 


• ‘ ^ * 

fid. 3.~Statemen£ of* Receipts and. Payments by the Commissioners for Danish 
T>roits oY the Crown, between the Ist of January 1814, and the 25th April 1816. 

♦ • 

Received:' , . • . ' ^ s. d. 

For {he Sale of Danish Stores tai^ea at Heligoland ..K..../ 671 15 1 

Vmd- ' . * • * * 

To the Registrar o£ the Court of A^iralty 

+ 


671 Ip 1 
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\ Into the Exchequer, in aid of His Majesty's Civil List 

Revenue... 2,339 13 O' 

a ________ 

X. 3,011 10 1 

Danish Commissioners’ Office, Signed 

25th April 1816. * . , - A. Havton, Sec. 

The above-mentioned Sum of 671/. ISs. id. is included in the Account of 
the Registrar of the Court of Admiralty, Appendix No. 1. 

■» . _ * 

, » — 

No. 4'.—Statement of Receipts aqd Payments by the pommissioners Tor American 
Droits of the Crown, between the 1st January 1814, and the 25th April 1816. 


Receiveu : s. d. 

For the Sales ofi ships and cargoes ....«.... 160,'1'65 0 5 

Pa in: 

To the Registrar of the Court of Admiralty, for proceeds of 

ships and cargoes. i .. .561,765 0 3 

To - Do. - on Account of Interest arising from the 

Funds in the hands of the Commissioners. .,] 8,000 0 0 

To George Elwell, for the proceeds of the cargo of the 


To Samuel Williams, for the proceeds of the Neptune and • ^ 

cargo, restored ..*.....>%.' 5,143 12 1 

Tp - Do. - for the proceeds of .the cargo of Jhe 

Champlin, restored . 3,914 19 9 

To - Do. - for the proceeds of the.cavgo of the • 


, To Bell and Co., for the proceeds of the Diana and cargo, 

restored.'... ‘1,^68 17 8 

To James Newsman, for the proceeds of the Hiram and car- - 

go, restored .. 412 8 4 

To George CowieJ for the proceeds of the Mary apd cargo, 

restored. 1,243 12 3 

To D. H. and I. A. Rucker, for the proceeds of the Indityia 
and cargo, restored ....... 2,739 12 6 


^ £. 603.S42i-15 7 

' ' g I. — ■ I 

American Commissioners’ Office, Signed 

* 25th April 1816. A. Hayton, Sec. 

The above-mentioned Sums of 561,765/. 0s.J3d. and"l'J,000/, are included in 
the Account of the Registrar of the Court of Admiralty, Appendix No 1. 
and should therefore be deducted from this Account. * 

• » 


Copy of the Theasl'ry Minute, dated 
5th April 1816; requesting lord Bin¬ 
ning, Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Sturges 
Bourne,*to examine into the offices \)f 
government. » 

The earl of Liverpool, and chancellor 
of the exchequer, recommend to the 
board, That, with a view of enabling bis 
majesty's goverfcment to form an opmion 
in regard to tHb reducjdons whish may be 
prac^cable in the several offices and civil 
departments of the kingdom* which haye 
been freated smee the commenceiaeat ’of 


the war in the year 1793; that a commis- 
sioQ or committee should be appointed to, 
inquire into the nature, extent, and coursq 
of the business oflihe sai^offices and de¬ 
partments, and that they should report to 
this board upon t^sd ofl^es, and partich- 
larlyt whether they consider any of them 
as no longer necessary, or whether the 
duties new performed by them could, 
without inconveniencato the public ser- 
.vice, be transferred to any other offices or 
depaKment|, or what reductions may be 
made in the establishment of such offices 
or department!^ without prejudice to the 
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business they are expected to perform; themselves and advantage to the coivftry. 
Stud they recommend to the board, that Mr. Wellesley Pole said, he did not rise 
lord Binning, Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Sturges to oppose the bringing up of the petition. 
Bourne, should be nominated as members There undoubtedly was great force in 
of the commission or committee, to under* what had fallen from the hon. gentleman, 
take this investigation. and the petitioners had certainly just cause 

My lords entirely concur with the earl of coiqplaint. ft was true, as the hon. 
of Liverpool, and the chancellor of the gentleman bad stated, that this subject 
exchequer, upon this important subject, had engaged the attention of his majesty’s 
and arc pleased to direct letters to be ministers. 'The subject ,was fiow unuer 
written to each of those gentlemen, re- consideration; but thg House must be 
questing they will undertake'this inquiry; aware ‘that it was attended with consi- 
and acquainting them, that if, they will derable difficulties, and that it ought to 
communicate to this board, from time to be maturely-weighed before any measure 
time, the names of''the departments •or was adopted. He was obliged to the hon. 
offices from whom they may be desirous of gentleman for having adverted to what 
receiving information, ray lords will give fell from an hon. friend of his a few nights 
directions that every facility jnay be; af- ago, who had thought proper to make a 
forded to their investigation. (Signed) most uncalled for and unjust attack upon 
C. Arbuthnot. the officers employed in the mint. He had 
" represented them as incapable of conduct- 

SiLVER CtTRHEXCY.^ Mr. Grenfell, ing the business of the mint, and kad al- 
in presenting a petition fropi several traders luded to some transaction in which they 
and retail dealers, inhabiting the parishes had been employed by the bank, and said, 
of Shoreditch, Spital-f^blds acy^ its neigh- that on that occasion they had proved to 
bourhbod, praying *for a new cclinage of be incapable of coining the corftmon bank 

• silver, to^ occasion to express his disap- tokens. It certainly was a matter of equal 
probation of th'e,present silver currency, surprise and regret to him to hear such 
and to recommend, that the new silver an attack made upon gentlemen, who, he 
currency should be fabricated not agree- knew, in point bf integrity and sdience, 
ably to the existing law^ bdt agreeably to were equal to any men employed in a 
the plan proposed by lord Liverpool in similar manufacture, in the world. 

1805. By the -existing law, a pound inquiry, he found that the transaction al- 
weight of silver was to be coined into 62 luded to by the hon. gentleman, occurred 
shillings, which weighed a pound; conse- when the new machinery was introduced 
quently, whenever ithe price of silver rose, into the mint, and the fact was, that the 
a temptation was held out to melt the moneyers were not at first as expert in 
coinage. Thus government and indivi- working that machinery as the person by 
duals, were both to suffer. He should whom it was invented, which occasioned 
therefore propose, that a new arrangement some delay.; a circumstance which was 
should be adopted, analogous to that not at all surorising. But he should like 
which prevailed in alllhc omer’i^itions in to ask any of the bank directors, whether 
Europe, and that in Edition tiAsome re- they had now, or for Ae last two or three 
duction of the compgrative weight of the yeSrs, had any cause of complaint ? In 
metal, a small seigniorage should be’al- point of fact, the last coinage of thr ^^ 
lowed. Thus govAnment and individuals shilling pieces was superior, with refipcct 
would be protected from^uffering on any to executiqp, to apy coinage that nad 
^ enhancement of the price, of 8ilver.\ The. been issued during his majesty’s reign. 

* hon. gentleman conqluded with vindieftting The bon# gentleman, after making these 

the executive efficers^ef. the miat, from attacks upon the officers employed 

the slur whidi an hon. friend, of,his, not uT the mint, at last came to a point, and 
then in his plac^(Mr. Bari^B^ji thought srid*ihat when they were called upon a 
^proper to cast upon ^heir ;H^had short time li^o- to coin some Louis d’ors, 
r^ently ^en, sonie specimens ojf thgy had not dope Uiemselves much credit. 

^iQ the mint whic]^ certainly;,did Now he wouldstate the fact to the House, 
gr^tcredieto the^ persons who st^rii^ The officers of the *njint*.were employed 
tended .that'department; and he.would at!,^tl|e period alluded to to make Louis 

opportunity of stating, that, inT with the approbation of the French 
^ tlioSe persons dlsh^rgeS the Mi^, of the ume weight and finen’ess as 

^ HWUf wee widi he&ojw to made ift France. When this coinage 
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lAiderwent the trial of tjie Pix, tJie French of our own had been impressed upon 
ambassador was invited |o attend, accotn- them. 

panied by such scientific persons as he Sir John Netcporl still thought this no 

thought proper, and to bring with him better tlian couiitcrf'oiling a foreign coin, 

aome Louis d’ors coined at IWis. The Mr. Pole said, ti)at no doubt tlie right 

coin underwent a regular trial at Gold- lum. baronet was aware of the ohjort irr 
sniith's-hall, and the jury of goldsrpiths eoipin^-,those Louis d’ors; that it was tor 
reported that they could discover no dif- the convenience of tran.sinitting, fur "the 
ference between the Louis d’ors coined in pay of our army when they first entered 
England*, ^ainj those coined in France, France, a coin which would pass'current 
either in weight or fineness. Put this in that country. , It had bcen.done by tlic 
was not all: the assayer of the t’aris mint express aiuliority of tin- king of h'rance. 
■H'rote to the assayer of the mint in Eng- The, petition was then read, setting 
land, expressing his astonishment at the forth, , 

accuracy with which* they were made. * “'I’hat.thb petitioners have for a consi-, 

He held now in hand eight Louis d’ors, dcrable, time past experienced, and do 
four coined in France and four coined m now suffer, great inconvenience and ein- 
England; he would, if gentlemen pleased, Uarrassment, from the imperfect state of 
hand them across the table ; and be would tiie silver currency, and particularly from 
defy any gentleman, unless lie knew the that part of it con,sisting,of what are de¬ 
private mark of the French mint, to dis- nominated shillings and sixpences, which 
tinguish one from the other. He felt it constitute no inconsid'erublc proportion ot* 
his duty to say thus much in justification the coin wliidr the petitioners arc Obliged 
of some very meritorious public officers, to receive in pajimeut Tor the articles of 
who had been attacked most unjustly, their daily trade ; that, during maily yei\i'S 
and tvlio*had felt that attack most severely, past,'very few of'the shillings and six- 
Hc had only to repeat, that the subject pcnccs in currency have appeared to be of 
adverted to in the petition was uifdcr the tltc legal •coin of the.*realm, but, on the 
consideration of government, and he contrary, have borne evident marks of 
trusicd that the result would be the adop- being ’comUerfoits, but which, neverthe- 
tion of some satisfactory measure as soou less, from the want of any Ihhig better, 
■ta^tossiblc. have passed currentthat of late there 

Mr.,/. P. Grant differed from the sug- has been an immense influx of French 
gestiun of allowing a small seigniorage silver coin, bearing the stamp of the 
upon the new silver currency, as well as hVench mint, which have been introduced 
the other suggestions of his lion, friend, into circulation, ancf passed for shillings 
as quite ineffective, and observed upon and sixpences; and altliougb these French 
the difference whicli bad taken place in cpins are visibly of more intrinsic value 
the relative value of gold and silver, the than the counterfeits before described, the 
latter of which was deprecitrted. He re- petitioners liavc reason to Ijclieve that 
con^raended that the value of our silver their intrinsic value is from thirty to forty 
currency should be regulated by weight per ce«V belov/'tifc current value at which 
rather than by tale, which was the cit^tom they ha*vc been circulated in this country, 
at present. He also advised that sdver and that the curreiA value of these pieces 
,,^oul(l be made a legal tender, while gold in France, at the present rate of exchange, 
im^i^ld btf left to find its own value, and is more than twentj' [ler cent, below the 
this he thought tluf best time likely to value at which^they are now circulated in , 
occur for making such an arrangement. England; that the temptation arising from 
Sir John Newport wished to‘know how the profit upon the importation of this 
it happened that Louis d’ors were coined coin 18*80 great, *bliat the quantity now in 
at the British mint—that wc should^coun- circulation is becon;}C aguhlic and increas- 
terfeit foreign coin. ing,grievance; ?fid thqU unless an effp<j- - 

The Chancellor <qf the Exchequer said, tuai remedy to this incrcasyig evil is 
that the French coin had been struck at speedily applied, the petitioners are esn- 
our mint, by the express authority of the vincod iSiat tlw consequcnces^will be most 
French ambassador, and at the desire of injurious to mechanies and, to tradesmen 
the French ki*ngj> / • ' , residing in manufacturing districts, u here 

JV^f./*o/e saidj that the private mark of chapge for payment of wages causes a 
France was not put upoa*the Louis *d’ors greater influx of small .currency than in 
coined here, but that a mark anfljtymbol other partg at the country; that the peti- 
(VOL, XXXIV.) . . nf) 
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tiqncrs are informed that a considerable 
fall lias lately taken place in the price of 
silver; and for this reason, and under the 
other •circumstances above stated, they 
humbly pray the Uouse to take the sub¬ 
ject into its consideration, with a view of 
securing to the petitioners, and to the 
public in general, the advantages of a 
good currency in silver, consisting of six¬ 
pences,’ shillings, half-crowns, and crown 
pieces, or any cTtlier coin considered pro¬ 
per by the House.” 

The petition was ordered to lie ’bn the 
table. 

Bank Restriction The 

House resolved itself into a committee on 
flic Bill for further continuing an act of 
the 4'tth year of his present majesty, to 
continue the restrictions contained in the 
several acts of his present majesty on 
payments of cash by the bank of England. 
The first clause having beerv-read, for con¬ 
tinuing the- restridtion vmtil *the 5th of 
. July, 1818, 

. Mr. Horner professed himself unwilling 
to malce any'opposition to thq measure of 
allowing two years® to the bank for pre¬ 
paring to return to cash payments, as 
such a prolongation of the. teri^i seebied to 
meet with the general sense of tlie House. 
It seemed to be as generally the sense of 
both sides of the House, ti]at it was de¬ 
sirable such a protection to the bank 
should not be extended beyond this limited 
period. Tliere was n*d clause, however, in 
the bill, as it now stood, expressive of this 
decided expectation of parliament and the 
jbountry; but«he hoped it would not pass 
the committee without receiving such a 
necessary amendment. It could- not re¬ 
ceive his support unless £ame onP*of the 
committee in a difierent state from the 
other restriction acts that had fornaerly 
passed. He would oppose it in all its sub¬ 
sequent Stages, and would take the sense 
.of the House upon it, unlefs the chancel¬ 
lor of the exchequer introduced a claaje, 
declaring, that w^ile parliament extended j 
the restriction for two years longer, It was 
done with the un4,erst^ding that Uiis 
- nawjal of it shouldjbe the lost, mid that the 
bank shoulc^be prepared to meet ks tfensri- 
ndtion with a provision of cash sofficTent 'to 
answer all t^e demands that thdlr pro¬ 
missory notesiauthorined the public to i 
upon them. Taking it for granted that' 
this was the general feeling of HooW, 
and that the l^U wnuid not be atten^kad 
to be carried througb’Wilbou^ an hieorpo- 
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ration of a clause expressive of Che plea¬ 
sure and direction of the legislature that 
the bank should prepare for the event of 
its expiring at the time specified, he was 
ready to concur in its provisions. With 
this understanding^ he had no objection to 
the ,tfci'in-of two years; but if it was at¬ 
tempted to pass it, like an ordinary act of 
this kind, without such a clause, he would 
take the sensh of the Houre whether its 
duration should be so long. Hoping for a 
satisfactory answer, he would abstain, at 
present, from farther observations: if dis¬ 
appointed in his reasonable expectation, 
be would oppose 'the bill in all its steps. 

The CJiancellor of the Exchemer agreed 
Wjkh the hon. and learned gentleman as to 
I tm policy and desirableness of renewing 
cash payments at the end of two years. 
He only wished to allow the bank facili¬ 
ties of doing that which thfiy were anxious 
to accomplish, and which ail so much de¬ 
sired. Two years would be siiffirient time 
for allowing all necessary preparations^to 
be made. The bill allotted this term, and 
in the preamble expressed how desirable 
it was that cash payments should be re¬ 
sumed.* He was not aware that it was ne¬ 
cessary to add any clauses to the apt of 
1797. Though several had been proposed, 
he thought none of them eligible. The 
restriction only protected tiie hank ToS 
two years, and‘the act of 1797 allowed 
them to pay their notes in specie, upon 
giving notice to the Speaker for publica¬ 
tion in the Gazette. If the restriction was 
limited in its existence to one year, the 
bank, as it was the repository of bullion 
and coin for the rest of the kingdom, and 
supplied the* country banks with circu¬ 
lating medium, might not have time to 
prepare for all the demands. He again 
repeipted, that the publication in the 
gazette would be sufficient, and that the 
bank understood that the term could pot 
be prolonged. * , 

Mr. Horner was sorry to sec that the 
right bon. gentleman intended to intro¬ 
duce ho effuse expressive of the expeoui- 
tioA ^ parlkunont'ihat cash.paymemts 
sfaouid^be resumed at the ehd of the two 
years, and its ^temiUatioR that no other 
Tedewal ef thtlvesfarictidti act should tidee 
place, it was With dnsatisfltction 
that he ob6^4«d^’Ut^.' lied beco 
Umted of the aet df'|797i’ vvith regi^d to 
4dibiiCa\ipn4a the gaitottef not answer 
khe |>^rpdee; He^shednespecifiedirec- 
tkmjtuilm giveiitto ^ fnmlt, but to leore 
t&cai’id en^y perliitoieihtfO'y dbnfidfmoe 
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wHh regard to the means of accomplishing 
the objects which they well as parlia¬ 
ment professed to have in view, with only 
a parliamentary assurance that no renewal 
of restriction could be hoped for. The 
clause with fegard to the notice to the 
Speaker, and to the 6ul)scquent .publiica- 
tion, allowed the bank to renew payments 
upon such notice. Without the publica¬ 
tion they \rcre prohibited *froni paying 
their notes. After |6uch publication they 
could not stop, but must answer all de¬ 
mands, however inconvenient they might 
find it. After 1797 they gave such notice, 
and in consequence of it there were de¬ 
mands made upon them to a great amount, 
and much gold was issued, which was 
melted down by the jews.' The proposal 
to pay notes of a certain amount only 
could be no protection, because all notes 
might be exchhnged into this admitted 
class; and presented for payment. The 
bank, therefore, would never give notice 
lill^ they were able to answer all demands 
created by all kinds of promissory notes. 
Parliament should, therefore, make a ge¬ 
neral enactment, that no renewal of the 
restriction act could be expected after two 
years, and leave all the rest to the bank. 
If tl!^ House inserted t\)is in their act, it 
could not be neglected. He wished no 
injunction, as he was certain the opinion 
of parliament would be attended to. He 
(Mr. H.) had drawn up a clause which, in 
the enacting part, contained nothing more 
than that, on the 5th of July 1818, tliebank 
should be prepared to resume cash pay¬ 
ments, and that it was expected they 
should do so as long before that period as 
they could, consistently with the exercise 
of the necessary caution and prudence 
that the situation of the country imposed. 
He, therefore, would move a clause t<} this 
purport, that after the 5th of July, 1818, 
k^e bank should be able to pay in specie, 
an^ that* no renewal of the restriction 
could be expected., . •» 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the object of the faon. and learhed gentle¬ 
man’s elapse might be atlaiDed wit^qt its 
insertion. He had given notice, on a 
former evetuag, M Ids intention to intm> 
dnee certain words into the preamble of 
the bill, detdarateey of the intention of 
parliament, v^ich wtmld now read to 
the House. He oppreh^aded they would 
be found hdttec Um clat»e‘of the 
boQ. andlearnediimembefii whjnbtf.ia point 
pi iacti lenached iiothing.<«soire til^ .what 
tbcbUw ^ud already dewred. After the 
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usual words of the preamble, « that it was 
highly desirable the bank of England 
should, as soon as possible, return to its 
payments in cash,” he proposed to add, 

“ but it is expedient also that a further 
continuance in the present restrictions be 
granted,, in order to afford .time to the 
bank for'resuniing such payments in cash 
without public inconvenience.” He did 
not think it woulct be possible to have a 
more distinct declai'ation vf the sense of 
parliament.* 

Mr. QrenfeU said, he collected from the 
observation's of the right hon. gentleman 
diat he wished the House to trust in his 
opinions, rather than in a parliamentary 
declaration. He (Mr. G.) was more dis¬ 
posed to confide in the latter than in the 
former; for last year, when the same sub¬ 
ject was before parliament, the right hon. 
gentleman confidently alKrmed that lie 
thought the bank mi^ht resume its cash 
payments next July, and now, when the 
price of bullion Y^as mSch lower, and the 
foreign exchanges in our favour- every 
where*, he called upbn parliament to pro¬ 
tract the restrictions t,wo years longer.' 
' He should, therefore, ^prefer a parliamen¬ 
tary declaration to any opinion which the 
rignt Iron, gentleman might offer. 

Mr. Afarr^af. thought.that'tlie addition 
proposed by the chancellor of tlie exche¬ 
quer lo th|e preamble of the bill, was not 
so authoritative as a clause introduced 
into its enactments, and that it was totally 
inefficient for the ehd in view. It was 
necessary to return speedily to cash pay- 
njents. It should be recollected that 
peace had placed us in a different’ situation 
with regard' to our foreign trade than that 
in which we stood during tiic war. In 
war wa^enjoyed modopoly, and however 
high the price \vc demanded, we could 
obtain it, because eve had no competitors. 
Now the case was altered. Other nations 
were claiming th^r* share of the general 
advantages resulting from trade and in¬ 
dustry, and they could enter the carqpr 
without our burthens. They could affprd 
to fiffiricate alnlost eyely article in which 
we dealt, cheaper^ tlt^ we. They could 
nadersell us iOf tile n^hets to wbicll jve 
reported. They could ipanu^ture cheaper 
than we—they could navigate'their vessels 
for less. Out of ISStshipB that passed the 
Havaantdi yritb cargoes for* South Ame¬ 
rica, not OM was British.' If we looked 
at* thq fffi)»erty connected with our coot- 
racffce. ana shipping, we ^ould see 
mexHable aiM oodaouB oepreciatiop. 
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shares in the fund of the London-docks 
that sold for l‘20l. or 130f. now sold for 
70f. or 75f. Tlic issue of paper had turned 
the foreign exchanges against us. Tliis 
circulation had been diminished, and pro¬ 
duced distress. He irejoieed at this dimi¬ 
nution of the currrcncy, althougif it had 
bfeen productive of temporary inconve¬ 
nience ; because, otherjvise, we might be 
universally undersold in foreign markets. 
Our ships .would be ivithout employment 
—our manufacturers without work—our 
capital unproductive. Nothing could pre¬ 
vent this but the precaution of returning 
to casli payments. * , 

The ChancifUor of the Exchequer thought 
(.ho opinions of the hon. gentleman who 
had ju»t sat down on commercial subjects 
cirmieoiis. He accounted for the difter- 
ence in the viilue of the London-dock 
fund from the diminution of the ware¬ 
housing s 3 'stcin, and not from the re¬ 
duced' state of pur trade.» He repeated 
his statement, thift the cpinien of parlia- 
, inent ivould be sufficiently declared in the 
preamble, by the introduction of the words 
he Iiad reach , ^ 

Mr../’, 77. Smyih supported*the opi-* 
nions of Mr. Horner, and contended, that 
there was no diflerence between the pre¬ 
sent act and*that which was passeJ in the 
preceding session. ' it u’as notorious that 
the flank, in consequence of the ferraer, 
had not taken stejis for tlie resumption of 
cash payments; and could the House 
hope for a difieront fcsult to the present 
measure, unless .they expressed their reso- 
Jution decidedly in favour of that great 
<jif)jcct? 

Mr. Bankes said, that the bill, as it 
stood at present, did not, in his .opinion, 
sntncienlly express the hitcntions ,w par¬ 
liament, By merely'introducing the 
words proposed by the*right hon. gentle- 
tnan, it would look li^e nothing more than 
one of the ordinary renewals of the res¬ 
trictions, If, therefore, there were no 
otlicr reason for departing from the custo¬ 
mary inodo, he would do it, to show that 
the House nicant*soraethilfig di&rePt from 
what tluy had Ibnpcrlj done. He wished 
..^o^donvr-y to |he i^nk and to the public an 
idea that they were now in earnest. He 
■vvoidd suggest the adoption of some suCh 
ti^ords as the following—** Wherctb it is 
expedient to'pyovidie that the said det 
should hefurther continued, and a time fixed 
in which the said restrictions shrill ceaap." 
These words woqld defly^jtely determine 
the BMjiHiiBg of parliawiSnt, and thea.it 
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might be further added —** that the said 
act shall continue in force till the 5th 
July 1818, and no longer.” 

Mr. Huskisson considered the debate 
of the former evening as having been pro¬ 
ductive of much good, as it hud elucidated 
the grounds on which the bill was to pass 
the House. The principle which minis¬ 
ters acted on was not from any political 
views, but sithply for preperipg' the bank 
to raeet.the demand which would necessa¬ 
rily be made on them. He thought it 
reasonable to grant them sufficient time 
for preparation), apd was glad to see the 
House agreed on this general ground. 
The preamble had been objected to in 
consequence of its being virtually the 
same with last year’s preamble, and it had 
been said the directors were just as sin¬ 
cere then in their desires to meet the pub¬ 
lic demands fur cash paj'ments as they 
were now. But he did not agree iA the 
opinion of their having made no prepara¬ 
tion for such payments, as they knew Mjell 
the intentions of parliament, and conse¬ 
quently must have prepared. He wished 
some words to be introduced into the pre¬ 
amble,* to obviate every doubt which 
might arise on the subject, and suggpted 
these words be added —“ To afford time 
to them to make such preparation.'! with¬ 
out public inconvenience, for meeting ERe* 
public demands, ns to their experience 
and wisdom should seem proper, at the 
earliest opportunity.” Sume such words 
would meet the wishes of all. 

Mr. Homer observed, that the pream* 
!>lc was generally the last thing con.^idered, 
but here it was the first. lie said he 
would not be*satisfied unless the commit- 
toe came to some specific decision on the 
subject; and lie thought the clause he had 
pro[g)sed might he so modified as to meet 
every objection. He was not very sure of 
the words “ no longer.” Experience 
shown that they were much to he (dis¬ 
trusted, as coRiainiiigrfinc meaning in one 
session and a different meaning in another 
[Heart nrfd a laugh]. 

Mr. /). ikornton said, the directors of 
the baj^k had not so inactive a part as had 
been represented. They were as anxious 
to do every thing they could for the bene¬ 
fit of the public, and had been for some 
time past rnuktng prc'parati^ns for the re¬ 
sumption of cash payments. 

, Mr. *HusMsson observed, tiiat the state¬ 
ment iust made by the hon. director, *vas 
a so^cient inducement to the House to 
rejpose oa their prudence and hotfour^^and 
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to give tlicm sufficient time for prepara¬ 
tion. ■’ 

Mr. J. II. SmTfth liopeil, lliat the bank 
v/ould, ill their future prepaiatioiis, be 
more successful tliati they had hitherto 
!'cen. > 

Lord Milton said, that ndiile the pream¬ 
ble of every bill expressed tlie desirabie- 
iicfis of ciijsh payments, these had never 
taken place.' The present moment was 
certainly unfavourable for continuing the 
restrictions. A great fall in price had re¬ 
cently taken place, which was now suc¬ 
ceeded by a rise, and ihq cotitimiance of 
these restrictions would ahbrd .a strong en¬ 
couragement to country hatikers to issue 
paper, llnh as the prices fell considerably 
beyond what they had been, trade must 
be enrti.iied. 'I'he Uou'ie of Commons 
Ghouki spcf'k boldly to the bank ; for by' 
merely passing the act in the same mode 
as last‘year, we were encouraging them to 
go on in their present career. The House 
should tel! the bank dneciors it wa.s their 
duty to respme cash payments, as an act 
of justice 10*1110 pubii.e, though attended 
with loss to themselves. He deprecated 
the present .system as aftbrding facilities 
U) the cliancellor of the o^jehequer in bor¬ 
rowing, which he could not and ought not 
to have. 

Mr. CiretifeU approved of the insertion 
of llie words “ no longer,” ib the pream¬ 
ble. He believed the h.ank directors, as 
iiidividiuib, were very sincere in their 
wishes to accommodate the public, but as 
n commercial body they were bound to 
look (o tliem-clves, and mind their profits. 
I»y the continuance of this act th.ey gained 
b(X),(^)()/ annually, making the whole of 
their profits from the public to amount to 
1,50<),<KK)/. per annum. 

Mr. Matiuiiip said, that, as far as the 
question before tlic House aflected the 
••^uWc^lie saw no particular objection to 
the iii%irtion of the words “ no longer 
but, as a member of timt Housfe, he could 
not assent to it, when so many political 
circumstances might occur to render it 
impolitic. .He said, tliat it w'as unfair 
to speak of the high price of bank stpek, 
when it was notorious that its price was 
lower tl-.nn that of tlie Tloyal Kxchange. 

Mr. (henfeli replied, that thedilicrence 
bel'.reon the banl^and tlje Koyal Exchange 
wis this: the fijriner obtainedtlieirprofits 
by takint: advanta'fo of a necessitous pub¬ 
lic; wliile the latter were u fair trading 
company, whose profits wer 4 the result nP 
their iadustty. They h&d no connexion 
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' with the government, except by payu'ng a 
large sum every quarter as the price of 
stamps. 

Lord Archibald JIamiltnn said,* tlic 
House was now labouring under a difficulty 
liow to express its A>arncstness in thig 
cause, in* the best manner. He supported,, 
the insertion of the w'ortls “ no longer,’* 
as experience pointed out the propriety of 
their being so inserted. The bank were 
long ago bound to take precautions for 
meeting the public demand, and he cer¬ 
tainly thdiight them as much bound last 
year as they could bftin this year. 

‘rhe committee divided; 


For the amendment. 57 

Against it.. 

* 

Majority.76 


List of the Minofilxj, 


Atkins, John. 

Abtell, Win. , 
AlicKTombic, lion, J. 
Altliorpc, lord. ’ f 
bankes, 11 , 
lliibington, 'I'hos. 
Barliain, Jos., F.v 
Ifcniard, lora« 
Brougham, H. 
Browne, D. 

( Advert. Nic. 

('ochrane, lord. 
Douglas, hoii. F. S. 
Duncannon, vise.* 
I’ergusson, sir II. C. 
Tolkcstone, lord. 
Finlay, K. 

Fynes, 11. 

Ciastell, B. 

Gordon, 11. 

Grant, J.P. 
Hamilton, lord A. 
Hornby, 14 . • 

Horner, Fr*icib. 
Jervoisc, G. P. 

Kno;{, Thomas. 
Leader, Wni. 

Lamb, hon. Wm', 
Lloyd, J. M. * 
Lyttelton, lion. \V 
Latoiifchc, llobcrt. 


Marryat, Jos, 
Mdcdona'ld, James. 
Martkintosh, sir J. 
Markham, admic^. 
Martin, 11 . 

Martin, John. 

Milton, viscount.’ 
MiXrland, S. B. 
.Newport, HifJ. 
Newman. Wm, 
Obsulston,'lord. 
I’aniell, sir H. 
Powictt, hon. W. 
Ilanchffc, lord. 
Kidley, sir M. W. 
llpmilly, sir S. 

Sefton, earl of 
Smith XVm. 
Smvth,J.lI, . 
Talbot, B, ys.' 
Tavistock, marquis. 
Tierney, rt.lion. O. 
W aldcgrave, hon. ca p- 
lain. 

Warrc,.r. A. 

^Wilder, general. 

\Yright J. Atkins. 
YVyim, C. W. 
Tr.Lr.F.KS. 

Grenfell, Pascoc. 


Mr. Horner then moved an enacting 
clause, providing « that the directors of 
the bank should, wfthouPdftlayrtake sdcli • 
measttres of precaution as would enable 
them to resume cash payments as early 
after the p!issmg*of the act as inilieir judg¬ 
ment should appear practicable and safe.” 

» ChancMor of the Excheqttcr re.-'isted 

the motion,»contending, that the object 
would, be subtaqtially attained by a para- 
graph'in the preamble. • 
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Mr. Tierney observed, that if the object 
on both sides was the same, it was of little 
consequence how it was attained; he 
thought the clause much to be preferred 
to the mere notice in the preamble; and 
if the former appeared to convey any cen¬ 
sure, it might be altered to suit tbd delicate 
feelings of the bank directors. It was a 
point upon, which many gentlemen were 
in the dark, whether the present bill was 
the measure oV the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer for the public benefit, or of the 
directors for their own: he was^bound to 
presume the former,, and to believe that 
the directors, according to their own 
statement, were gentlemen only living for 
the purpose of resuming cash pa 3 rments, 
and willing to inundate the country with 
gold in a week, if the chancellor of the 
exchequer wmild but allow them. Why, 
then, did they resist the clause of his hon. 
and learned, frieoji which was framed to 
second their own wishes. ‘ Without it, the 
bill would-be nugatory.*. However demure 
.the bank directors giignt look, aqd what¬ 
ever professions they might make, they 
seemed rekolved to act ii> opposition to 
those looks and professions; they had still 
upon tbeir^untenances all the beautiful 
simplicity pnd innocence they bad worn 
for the last nineteen years—always pre¬ 
tending to be ready to pay in gold, yet, 
when the time came, alwqys finding some 
reason to keep their money in their owm 
hands. He entertained great personal 
respect for the directors individually; but, 
speaking of tliem collectively, he could 
nut help saying that they seemed verytde- 
idrous of iKitaiuing in thejr hands the 
.annual gain of 800,000/. Under these 
circumstances, w]iat' course was left hut 
to hold over them a ^aiise lika^bat pro¬ 
posed. 

The Chancellor iff the Exchequer .ex¬ 
plained, repeating ^hat the preamble was 
the fit place for the mention of prepa- 
r-ition. • 

' Mr. Horner observed upon the inconsis- 
t.ancy of the ^/rectors^ who professed to 
be ready to obey the orders of parliament, 
ypt resisted mosi^riqly all kinds of insfeuc- 
•tion. Wlmt bshtoid heard ob%ed him to 
revert tojtis ortgirnd* opinion, that nofiiing 
would be done by the bank unless they were 
forced to ib by the enactihg laAgui^ of 
the bill. . • < ; 

The Committee divided;: , • 

For Mr. Homer’s clause •...,.,.>.54 

Against it... 144 

Majority ww90 
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Mr. Baring contended, that the decision 
of this que 8 tioit.did not affect the interests 
of the bank of England. The directors 
were willing to concur in any act the 
wisdom of the House should deem neces¬ 
sary. , 

f’l'he-Chancellorqfthc Exchequer moved 
an addition to the {treamblO of the bUI, 
stating, that the period of two years was 
allowed in olrder to affurd«tiine to the bank 
to make preparations for resuming cask 
payments. 

Mr. Horner begged to ask, since the 
directors of the bank had voted against his 
clause, whether the words added to the 
preamble would be considered by them as 
a direction from parliament to prepare. 
[Hear, hear and cries of Baring, Man- 
ning .3 

Mr. Thornton, conceiving himself called 
upon, rose and observed^ that no man had 
a right to expect an interpretation 'of par¬ 
ticular words: he denied that the directors 
were influenced by any consideratioijs of 
profit. , 

Mr. Horner was sorry that the hon. 
gentleman from a mistake, had given 
himself the trouble of repeating what 
he (Mr. H.) hqd no particular curiosity 
to hear. He called upon either of the 
hon gentlemen near him (Messrs. Manning 
and Baring) to answer this plain question 
—whether they did or did not consider the 
words added to the preamble as a direction 
from parliament to prepare to resume cash 
payments as early as possible ? 

After a considerable pause, no answer 
being given, 

Mr. Horner asked, if the silence of the 
hon. direclhrs was not perfectly intelligi¬ 
ble? [Hear, hear 13 . 

The motion then agreed to; and 
the House having resumed, the report was 
ordered to be received on Monday. 

— 

HOUSE OF COMMON* 

• • 

Monday, May 6. 

R&M^GAtTB Habbouh Bijli ,.3 Mr. 
Maaniug moved the-second i;eaduig of the 
Ratijsgate barboucbilU 

ihr- E. KnatchimU {Opposed it. Th« 
harbour, he uud, was >of great' utility, but 
there was ne necessity! for this bill. An 
hon. barohet;<'«^piqrite 1797, op^ 

;poaed>a b31 respecting t()is harbour, on 
; the ’gro^®*** of Us bet^etjab. This bill 
^ougjitnQtto.go to a .committee* Since tbo 
^year 1797,879i(|00/«, iied been expesided» 
faed yet Me* Staeaton. had ihceight dutt 
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17 ,o 6 o^.i were sufficient to complete tbe 
work. To pass this bill would be a breach 
of faith, as it regarded the resolutions of 
the former committee. The first bill that 
recognised Ramsgate as a harbour was 
when it was a small town, with a small 
harbour of its own : tbe estate belonging 
to which the shipowners had taken and re* 
tained. The income now was 18,000/. a 
year, besides whidi, for six mbnths up to 
December the 25th last, the income^ on fo¬ 
reign ships amounted to 1,500/. He might 
therefore, assume the profits from foreign 
. vessels at 3,000/. a year: maWng at least 
21,000/. a year, on the whole, which was 
sufficient for all that was wanted. He 
should therefore move as an amendnrent, 
“ That the bill be read a second time on that 
day six months.’* 

Sir W. Curtis rose to defend the conduct 
of the directors of the harbour. He allud¬ 
ed to What had fallen from the hon. baro¬ 
net relative to the former bill, which he 
again designated a job. “ 1’* said sir Wil¬ 
liam “attacked it; 1 rooted out that job, and 
a good job has taken place.*’ He stated, 
that the plan on which Mr. Smeaton pro¬ 
ceeded, was essentially wrong, and’put 
the company to enormous expense. For 
instance, he mistook a chalk-hill for a rock, 
and it being found unfit for building on, all 
their'work upon it was in vain. Some of 
the former directors had been making 
good jobs of it. One of them held 
800,000/. in his hands during all the 
American w'ar, but he at length died, 
thaatk God ! The hon. baronet opposite 
might indeed talk of jobs, but did he never 
hear of any jobs in Kent f Did he never 
hear of a Maidstone gaol i ‘ 

Sir A*. Knaichbull rose to explain. He did 
not say a word about the Maidstone gaol; 
for he agreed perfectly with the hon. ba¬ 
ronet as to the impropriety of the entire 
•tratw^ion. 

Mr. Baring supported the amendment; 
but agreed that the harbour oUgbt to be 
maintained; which. However, could be 
done at a less expense. Year by year the 
hon. baronet, would come with proposals 
for fresh charges and duties, which night 
soon amount to more Uian it was worth 
while to expend on the Haihour. The har¬ 
bour revenues had increased'f^om 10,000/. 
to 22 or 23,OOOi/.ika yeitri «id riiere were 
about 80,000/. |p the fiomfds. He heard 
riiat 15 or 20^)00/L*tod been Ikid out in 
buUdin|' a banqueting House andnn eopr* 
niotis kiteheoi just ob the ibihciples wbfdi' 
thehoa*bardbet^nai|^ihntk tiedesttry In* 
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\ tlM city of London. Was this necessary 
to resist the waves ? The money was i&it- 
tered away in lavish expenditure on build¬ 
ings, as any body who knew Ramsgate might 
see. The present means were ample, with¬ 
out the least necessity of throwing fresh 
burthens bn the shipping interest. There 
appeared ^ dishonesty in the proceedings: 
a bargain had beeb made with Sandwich 
to except its ships from tolls. So it was 
with Dover, 'lyeymouth, Melcombe-Regis, 
Lynn, Yarmouth, and Arundel, whose 
vessels wbre all excepted. Was this on 
the principle that Weymouth and Mel- 
cd^nbe-Regia sent four members to parlia¬ 
ment/ This circumstance would be to 
him sufficient for his opposition to the bill. 
No strongei’ instance could be given of tbe 
defective state of the representation than 
the giving these particular favours to cer- 
; tain parts which returned members. 

I Mr. Manning stated, that Weymouth 
and Melcombe-Regis and ^eat Yarmouth 
were exempted in the original bill, because 
they had piers oftlieirpwn to uphold.' 

Mr. Marry at said, he should be glad to 
learn that Sanclwich was to receive a com¬ 
pensation of which he had never heard be¬ 
fore. Twenty years ago Sandwich was al¬ 
lowed 200/. a year by act of parliament. 
Now Ramsgate harbour and .Sandwich 
haven lay in the same bay, and the'sand 
was thrawn into, the mouth of Sandwich 
haven, by which it was much injured. Ik 
appeared most proper to go into a com¬ 
mittee to consider the' objections to fhe 
bUI. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton opposed the 
bill. 

Mr. JVarre said, that till the year 1792, 

I the liarbour had been kqpt up at the c.v- 
I pense of'*snlj 500(i^. a-year; since that 
i time it bad been in the hands of the pre*' 
sent, trustees, who we?e praised as econo- 
roical, 10,000/. a-year had hew at their 
disposal, and yet they now applied to par- 
i liament for KX),iXK)/. more. The sum 
whicii they demanded would be supplied • 
by the present income of t|^e harbour, in 
fire yearn, and if w million were granted 
them, tlie work whichjwawpucessary coul^ 

. not be completed i» less that rime- . i 

Sitf C. Monk Bupporied the bill, 

Mr. Lttshington riibught there was. not 
the sgaallcdt grotmd for the aj^icatibn to 
‘parliament. ** 

’ j T^ House divided: 

^rtheeecond reading 88 

Against it . 

^Majority against*thb bill ••<...—3 
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. AdDHESS of CoNGRATUI-ATlON ON 
THE Nu 1'TIAI,SOF THE PllINCESS ChAR- 
EOTTE .3 Lord Castlereagk rose in pur¬ 
suance of his notice, to propose to the 
House an Address of Congratulation on tlie 
auspicious ‘event o£ the marriage of her 
royal highness the Princess^ ‘Charlotte 
'Augusta, with Prince Leopold’of Coburg. 
It was unnecessary, he observed, to at¬ 
tempt to create an interest in tlie minds of 
the HoUtSe on this subject, as they had al¬ 
ready warmly testified their'feelings in the 
address which they had carried Jk> the foot 
of the throne, and had shown their sense of 
the merits of the illustrious pair, by the 
ample provision which they had made for 
them, in the name of the people of Eng¬ 
land. He had now to propose an address 
on the completion of this happy alliance, 
to the Prince Regent, which he should 
follow up, by'moving a congratulation to 
her majesty, and to tlie Piincess Charlotte 
and'her consort.' He then moved “ Tliat 
an humble addeess be pu^sented to his 
royal highness the Prnt^e Regent, to con¬ 
gratulate his royal‘highness on the happy 
nuptials of her /oyal highness the Princess 
Charlotte Augusta with ifls.jiferene high¬ 
ness Leopold George Frederick, duke of 
Saxe, Margrave of Meissen, Laridgrave of 
Thuringutn, Prince ofCouourg of Saal- 
fcld,” 

Agreed to nem. con., and orderpd to be 
presented to his royal highness by such 
members as are of his majesty's privy 
council. Lord Citstlereagh then moved, 
That the House do congratulate her ma¬ 
jesty on these happy nuptials.—Agreqfl to 
ncm. cdn. ayd lord Binning, lord Apsley, 
lord Lascelles, lord Jocelyn, and other 
members,* were ordered to wait on the 
queen with this* congratulation Lord 
Castlereagh then moved, that the House 
do send a congratubttory message to her 
royal highness the Princess Clvarlotle 
Augusta, and bis serene highness Leopold 
duke of Saxe, Prince of Ceburg of Saalfeld, j 
,&c. on this happy occasion—Agreed to 
ttem con., and tlie marquis of Worcester, 
«arl Gower, lofti Elml^, Mr- Law, sir G. 
Hill, sir T. Ackland, and other members, 
^#>re ordered to.cohvgy this message to 
the Prince aniTPrinecss, • 

* 

Motion for a Selest Committee 
ON THE Civil Iwst Accounts.] *Mr. 
Tkrney rose*, in pursuance of his notice;^ 
to call the attention of the I^ouse th one 
of the most important subjects which, in 
his estimation, could well be brought under 
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its consideration. He wgs afraid that, in 
discharging the task which he had under¬ 
taken, and which he viewed as a public 
duty, he should be obliged to occupy the 
attention of the House for a very consi¬ 
derable time—and, what was still more 
unpleasant, in listening to very uninterest¬ 
ing and dry details. Ho trusted, how¬ 
ever, he should meet with the indulgence 
and c indotir of the Ilguse.' When the 
noble lord opposite addressed the House 
on tins subject, on Friday last, he (Mr. 
Tierney) complained that he had not 
been treatwl fairly, in having a paper in¬ 
troduced which he hud not previously 
seen, and of which the majority of the 
members were utterly ignorant. Since 
that period lie had employed himself most 
assiduously in looking over ihul paper, and 
he flattered himself he hadpretty well made 
himself muster of its euments. lie had still 
to complain, however, that the rest of the 
House had not the same advantage, and 
that they had not the paper in their hands, 
so that they might understand the obser¬ 
vations he was about to uiakdos he wont 
on. If he had that one ground of cnin- 
plairft, he had also another, which was 
more material, and that was, that it now 
appeared the fioblc lord had n8t only 
withheld the evidence on this question, 
but had been tampering with the ^ry; 
for he had learnt that the noble lord had 
held a meeting at his own house, of those 
who without disparagement to others, had 
been considered as tlie most independent 
representatives of the people, he inoiint 
the country gentlemen, lor the purpose ot 
explaining to them the paper in question, 
and the grounds upon which it was to ho 
supported. This was a course whfeh ho 
apprehended the House would think nei¬ 
ther consistent with propriety nor de¬ 
corum [Hear, hear!]. Such was the 
fact, and the only inference he could t^aw. 
from it, and he believed the House^ would 
coincide with him,, was, that this w'as a 
question wliich the noble lord thought re¬ 
quired much private interference upon 
depart of government [Hear, hear!]. 
Though he could not complain of tins 
course as irregular, yet the bias which 
gentlemen, thus pre-instructed and pre¬ 
informed would have, would be felt by 
every one present.« 

The noble lord had done him no more 
than* justice in admitting that he thought 
.he was actuated by the same motives as^ 
Ijim'self, HI llie course he was taking on 
tills subjcct| aod that he had »o di^re to 
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withhold a proper degree of isplcndour 
from the royal familyj Such was the 
true statement of his views; and t!»e only 
didei'cnce between him and liie noble lord 
was, as to whrt ou|;ht to be tlie real splen¬ 
dour of the royal family—what splendour 
it was consistent for the royal family of 
this country to maintain, considering its 
constitution and situation. There were 
two descriptions of splendour. If tlie 
noble lord only meant that ^lendonr 
which was distinguishable by outward 
show and foolish parade, his Ideas were at 
variance with those <jf tfle noble lord 
altogetiier; but if the noble lord meant 
that lasting splendour which was founded 
on the character ol‘ the monarch, and in 
the means of performing all tlic royal 
functions with pro))rit‘ty, the noble lord 
coil’d not go bt^’ond him in praise of such 
S])lendour. Tlie noble lord had cast out 
a sniier, or insinuation, against that side 
ol‘ the House, tliat all the excess on the 
civil list had been attributed to the royal 
family ipp the purpose of degrading and 
vililying them. Noiv, he (Mr. T.) had 
never attributed all the*debts on the civil j 
list to the royal family, but yet the noble 
Jorc(^ had not clearer^ them Irom the i 
charge of extravagance; for from the de¬ 
bates of the last year, no one could doubt 
that the expense was such, and there was 
such a determination of {A?rsevcring in it, 
that it w'as at last necessary for parliament 
to interfere. The noble lord had stated, 
that for the personal splendour of the 
royal family only a sum of '1-00,000/. was 
paid by the country, besides the Windsor 
establishment, and ho had begged the 
House to bear in mind i^hat was the 
amount of the civil list in France. The 
noble lord, who, like many young travel¬ 
lers, had brought back all the vices o£ fo¬ 
reign countries, without any of their vir- 
had been struck with admiration of 
tne amount of the French civil list, but 
he had forgot the csnduct of the Frencli 
king in one material point. He should 
have remembered that bis n^ajesty the 
king of Fi^nnce, in return for the grant of 
the people to him, had made a Jiberal 
grant to them, and had desired their re-ac¬ 
ceptance of a part of the civil list, on ac¬ 
count of the state of the people of France, 
and by his owg act Iwd reduced his splen¬ 
dour. It w<^tild have been a wise mea¬ 
sure in the nobitt lord to have fidvi^ed then 
Priiwe Regent to send down a message 
to that House, renouncing a part his 
civiklist, <^1108 giving an example of the 
rvor,. xxytvT , 
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economy which he had recommended; for 
the peojile liad •■uppoi ted the splendour of 
the Crown, till they were haiilly able to 
support themselves. Tlie noble loi'd had 
spoken as if, while the country owed much 
to the Crown, the C\owii owed nothing to 
tlie country. But the Crtnvn must bo 
sensible of the obligation it owed, aiid 
the present was,i in his judgment, tlio 
proper time to show that sense. It was 
untrue that; the country gainoii by what 
the noble lord called flie bargain with the 
Crown\npon the cstahlishmont of the civil 
list, at the comni#‘ncement of his ma¬ 
jesty’s reign ; for the fact was, tliat what 
the noble lord called the hereditary re¬ 
venue was originally granted to George 
2ftd, and eonsisted,in great part, of taxes, 
whieh did nut survive that monarch; 
therefore the country cpuld not have 
gained by the growing produce of any 
existing revenue, as the noble lord inti¬ 
mated. The Crown waa> indeed, amply 
compensated* by the grant of 8()0,00()/. a 
year, yi lieu of tifis “ hereditary revenue 
and the country, instead of gaining. 
(>,o00,{)0Q/. hy the commutaftiou, as tlie 
’noble lord* so confidtSntly alleged, had 
actually gained nothing. Therefore the 
noble lord b^d presented a must fallacious 
view of the subject. 

But this was not the only erroneous im¬ 
pression whiclj the noble lord laboured to 
produce; for, according to the noble lord, 
thcliouse had, truly,bcenrather niggardly 
towards the royal fanJily. But how stood 
the case? He would state the sums 
granted to. the several members of the 
royal family^ and then Icawe it -to the 
House to judge between this^ statement 
and the impression wbjeh the noble lord 
had in View. Tht? allowance for the esta¬ 
blishment of his majesty at Windsor was 
100,000/., his raajiAity’s privy purse was 
6‘6,0(X)/., the allowance to her majesty was 
58,000/., which taken together, with the 
annuities to thd princes, formed a total for 
the; Windsor establishment of 280,000ii 
Now be would ask whet^ier his majesty’s 
situatidn was sucAi* as to call for such a sum 
as that he had stated ? ^^he House would 
permit him to sJiy th?it_ jp maj o e ty ^ s -- 
prosen^ painful condition, this was a most 
enormous establisliment, and that a great 
saving ibight *and ought to accrue, espe- 
i ciafly upon the grarA of jcfo,000/. In¬ 
deed, if there existed any disposition to 
economy ia that quarter, which ought to 
feel it in the present circpmstances of the 
country, this saving would take place, and 

/ VJ \ 
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that without delay. For, in the name of 
nomtnon sense, how could it be necessary 
to maintain four lords of the bedchamber, 
a groom of the stole, and other similar 
officers, for thp use of his majesty in his 
present melancholy sithation ? Ho»^ could 
it be nccessarj' to uphold the expense of a 
court, the splendour of which his majesty 
was unable, among his •other calamities, 
even to see ? Sijch expense was indeed a 
burthen tcT the country which gave it, 
while it could aftbrd no enjoyment to him 
for whom it was given. Why, then, did 
not some retrenchment take place under 
this head ? 

Now, as to the Prince llegent, his 
royal highness was allowed a privy purse 
of GOjCXK)/. a ' 3 'ear, which was 'perfectly 
unincumlicred; and this he begged the 
House to beat-in mind, because his ma> 
jesty’s privy purse was subject to some in¬ 
cumbrance for pensions. But, in addition 
to this, his royaHyghness h*ad 10,000/. a 
year, which, together with the 15,000/. 
from the duchy of Cosnwill, and 4^.000/. 
■from the consolidated fund, formed a total 
ailowahce foir the Regent o6 128,000/. a 
year. Surely, then, this sum* was quite 
enough for his royal highness. lie was 
aware it would be said, that a proportion 
of this sum was set . apart fur the payment 
of debts, no account of which, by-the-bye, 
had ever been laid before the House. 
But, however, the sum was applied, the 
country had to subi|{it to the burthen of 
128,000/. a year for the use of the Prince 
Regent. Tlien; as to the fourth and fifth 
classes of the civil list, wliich were excla- 
slvelyfbr the* purse of the royal family, 
tiiey amounted to 874,000/. So that omit¬ 
ting the 100,000/. for his majesty’s esta- 
bliahment, the actual expense of thq Prince 
Regent's court to the country was no less 
than 512,000/. Such vfas.the sum granted 
to support the splemlour of the Regent. 
But adding to this the 100,000/. before 
• stated, together with the aflowance to the 

S een and the junior branches of the royal 
oily, the whoie^ant to.the family would 
found to amount td l,030,60iw. So 
t ngf t he House must sae that the allowance 
"iWXtTe loyaiWfiMuil^ of fhis coontiy was 
nearly equ^ to that enjoyed l^ tbe teyal 
family of France, with wbidi the noble 
lord thought,proper to institute a*co«apa« 
risen, excepting anf apunf^es which the 
younger branches of the royal famOjt of 
Prance might happen to possess. Ti^re- 
i'oic, it was evident that this countiy ccudd 
not be deemedmggariHjr towards the reydl 
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family; and he must be permitted to add, 
that in the present slate of the country 
the House and the public had a riglit to 
look for a due return from that family, by 
making every practicable retrenchment 
—that such retrenvhment should, indeed, 
be 'spontaneously and promptly made. 
But, independently of the allowances to 
I the younger branches of the roya.1 family, 

I in which he did not mean tb »ug<;et>t any 
reduction, for he thought many of these 
illustrious persons very hardly dealt with, 

[ the sum granted to the Crown amounted 
to no less than*792,0(X)/. Was it possible, 
then, that this coilntry could be considered 
as niggardly towards the royal family ? 

Now, as to tl\e estimates with regard to 
the expenditure of the civil list, the noble 
; lord professed totally to disregard every 
estimate that had been laid before the 
House on the subject, 'fhey were, ac¬ 
cording to the noble lord’s view, to be en¬ 
tirely put out of sight; and it was no 
wonder that the noble lord should use 
such language, for the civil list,iexpendi- 
turc of the last year exceeded the esti¬ 
mate of 1804 by no less than 391,000/. 
Yet this estimate was brought forward by 
Mr. Pitt, wito, potwithstanding all his 
ability was, it appeared from the language 
of the noble lord, utterly incompetent J:o 
frame any jftst estimate upon this subject. 
No estimate was*, indeed, according to that 
noble lord, entitled to any degree of atten¬ 
tion, but that W'hich the noble lord him¬ 
self had lately presented. He ( Mr. Tier¬ 
ney) would, however, bo glad to know, if 
the estimate of a statesman so able and 
distinguished ns Mr. Pitt, were to be set 
aside, as the noble lord said, as worth,no- 
thing at ail, what guarantee could the 
House have for the validity of tlie noble 
lordis ewn estimate? Rut the fact was, 
that the House could have no such gua¬ 
rantee, or any assurance whatever up^ 
the subject, unless an inquiry was insti¬ 
tuted by the House itself, and unless such 
an inquiry entered fully into the consi¬ 
deration or the necessary expense of every 
demrtnK'Ut. 

Me {low came to that branch of the case 
which related to the average expenditure 
of the civil list, and tidiing the period 
fixed upon by 'noble lord himself, it 
af^earhd that for y^vr? up to 1^11, 

I the annual excesv amounted,to 257,000/.; 
«mid vnien*the droits of admiralty be- 
c^edhst^cient to discharge that excess, 
k heedtoB decdtmrr to appfy to porlio- 
' meat. Hebce a hilt was broughi in, ^ro- 



861] Select Comruittee on the ChU List Accounts. Mav 6, l«is). 


[268 


• 

viding, that whenever the excess should 
afterwards amount to 124,000/., reference 
should be made to parliaiueut; and from 
this provision, the noble lord now thought 
proper to infer, that the House recognised 
the justice of an exces^above the estimate 
equal to that sum. But against the recti¬ 
tude of that inference, he (Mr. T.) deci¬ 
dedly protested. It would indeed be re¬ 
collected, .that he entere'd his protest 
against such an inference, upon the dis¬ 
cussion of the bill alluded to, with Mr. 
Perceval. But yet he, at the same time, 
prophecied that such ,an ’argument was 
likely to be drawn fronr the provision re¬ 
ferred to, and the noble lord took care to 
justify his prophecy. Deducting, how¬ 
ever, tlie 124,000/. according to the noble 
lord’s argument, still there would be an 
excess of 133,000/. above the estimate of 
1804. From the commencement of the 
regency, indeed, there was an annual ex¬ 
cess of 258,000/. He was old enough to 
repiember when such a fact would have 
created considerable astonishment and agi¬ 
tation in that House. Nay, even in the 
days of Mr. Pitt, the expend ijlure of 
500,000/. would, be was persuaded, pro- 
ducj^a stronger effect iq that House than 
that of live millions at present; yet now, 
strange to say, notwithstanding the bur¬ 
thens and distresses of the conntry, some 
gentlemen were heard to declare, that an 
excessive expenditure of 258,000/. should 
not excite surprise, considering the great 
scale of our general expense, and even to 
thank God that it was no more. But was 
it possible that the House, bearing in mind 
the duty it owed to tbe country, could 
adont such language, and triat the matter 
with such levity ? All he wished was to 
infuse a spirit of inquiry into the House 
upon this subject. Whatever opinions he 
himself entertained he would not at pre- 
state. He only asked for inquiry, 
and^liis intention was to move for tbe ap¬ 
pointment of a committee vrtth power to 
examine persons, papers, and records. By 
siich a course of proceeding, he was con¬ 
vinced, from the experience of last year, 
the House could alone contrive tq,probe 
this question, and ascertain the real merits 
of the case. Therefore, he hoped tbe 
House would adopt his motion. 

It would l^tbrecollected, (hat when ho 
last year madp a similar motion, the, power 
to send for perfons, papers, <tod records* 
was refused; but yet he consentedtjto at¬ 
tend the committee appoihted on that ec- 

casimi^ the expireis iHiderstandiog, 

» 


that if it should apptar necessary to send 
for persons, papers, or records, he should 
l)c at liberty to make another motion on 
the subject, and be was not two hour.s in 
the committee when he wa§ convinced of 
that necessity—AvbSn he saw that thu pro- 
ft.ssed’objcct of the committee could qot 
be attained without examining the marquis 
of Hertford and lord Cholmoi.dclcy, or at 
least their clerks, together with Mr. Nash. 
But yet his view had no effect upon the 
committee, and his motion in that House 
upon dtc subject was rejected. After that 
rejection he did not think it of any avail 
\o attend the committee. Of what hap¬ 
pened afterwards in the committee the 
House was aware. Among other singu¬ 
larities, a new estimate was framed for 
the future expenditure of the civil list, 
from which great beaeftt was pro¬ 
mised. The adoption of this estimate, 
was, therefore, recommended by the 
opinion of thb comroiyiee. [Here there 
was an intiniatiop of dissent from the trea¬ 
sury bench], n'he right hon. gentlemap 
repeated, that this estimate was recom¬ 
mended by tlie committee. He was aware 
of the general warning of the noble lord, 
not to attend to any estimate but that 
which he himself had lately p'resented. 
The opinion, however,.of the committee of 
last year was to be collected from tbe re¬ 
port, *0 part of which the right hon. gen¬ 
tleman read, to prove that their estimate 
was recommended to the committee. In 
consequence, no douot, of the presence of 
some gentlemen upon that committee, an, 
observation was introduced into the re¬ 
port, which served to show 'the miserable 
shifts to which the committee ^was willing 
to resort. With a vi^v to guard against 
animadversions, Ihe gentlemen of this 
committee stated truly, that “ they did 
npt feel themselvtls bound to offer any 
opinion upon the adequacy of the estimate, 
or the accuracy of its details.” [A laugh, 
and hear, hedr!]. This, then, was the ■ 
salvo which this committee introduced into 
its report, and, hp could,Jie thought, guess 
the quarter in ndiich that notable salvo 
originated. But if ^hisrjestimate were J)ot 
meant to be reciJtqmeffdsdl fepadnptlSit^ 
if Ao steps wmre intended tobeiaken upon 
it, he would ask the gentlemen of the 
coipmitfee with what view it was intro¬ 
duced into the repefft i /fhe fact was, 
that ^ founded upon that estimate 
^ would have been brought forward by the 
- chtocellox of tlw exchequer, if he (Mr. 

I Tierney) had not protested against the 
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proposition of such a measure at the then 
late period of the session. Yet this esti¬ 
mate ivas now given up. It ivas entirely 
denied both by the noble lord and tlic 
chancellor of the excjictjucr. They now 
appeared to he asliamed of their optimate 
ol'last year, and the House would not be 
surprised, if he thought that the noble 
lord's estimate, of which*they vverenotyet 
ashamed, was rnoh as ought not to be 
adopted, altliougli the latter vv’as reduced 
below the former by no less thi^n one- 
half the excess of 1811. Thus mate¬ 
ria! was the difference'between the noblQ 
lord's present estimate and that presented 
eight or nine months ago. W hence this 
roductioa ? Nobody called fpr^ it. Per¬ 
haps ministers were struck by the same 
spirit which had lately appeared in the 
cR!iriiate for Thd ordnance and the array. 
Possibly the thought of reducing this esti* 
mate, occurre'd to ‘their nynd upon the 
night the prppeaty tax was rejected. 
'J'hence probably it was Hi'emcd expedient 
fo adopt a now systent, and to abandtin the 
'estimate of last year. When he proposed 
last year to send fpr person/ and papers,® 
with a view to an effectual inquiry into the 
expenses of the civil list, he was resisted 
upon very Icjfty grounds—hesfliould rather 
say pretences. It was staied, that it would 
1)0 an outrage to the feelings of the royal 
family to inquire into theii* private'affairs 
-j-th.it it would be an offence to the royal 
family to pry into* such matters—that, 
indeed, such a proceeding would be quite 
\iTiprccedented. Yet how had the noble 
lord’s gsliraate been framed ? Upon wlfat 
grounds was It drawn up,? If .that House 
dcterrainetT upon appointing a committee 
to form an estimaR: of /.bis uatufq, and it 
were projxjsed that such conimitte'e should 
consist of the paymas^r of the forces, the 
surveyor of woods and forests, and a secre¬ 
tary cf the treasur/, how, he would ask, 
was such a proposition lijcely to be re¬ 
ceived ? Would it not be deemed, with 
due deference to those gentlemen, a tftost 
impudent propolition ? .• Would not such 
a proposiiion decide the judgment of the 
- Htniseto tlie V>tjeTlt in view ? Would 
tTi? attcmpnif!Tf!Tni8ters*to select three of 
thpir own bfficers to inquire into the miSans 
of leforming the expenditurg of tb/ civil list 
be oonceiveti to iinjjly any.real disposkiun 
tr> reform ? ItVas impossible that any such 
inference could be diawn by any pcKons' 
out of the purlieds of the treasurj:. Such 
m. inference wodld, indeed, be deemed an 
insult to the common sense of the H&usc. 
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Yet what was the fact W'ith regard to the 
noble lord’s cstinlatcs ? Why, that it was 
drawn up by the very three gentlemen 
to whom he had alluded. With regard to 
the estimate itself, he had no means of 
knowing whether ifrwas drawn up on spe- 
cula'tion,’or after any inquiry into those 
affairs any approach to which, by a com¬ 
mittee of that House, was last year 
so loudly deprecated. All he knew of 
last year’s estimate was, that it appeared 
in the report of the committee. By whom 
drawn up he 9 onld not say. Perhaps it 
dropped from th» clouds, and on what 
grounds it rested he could not say- The 
House was also to learn upon what grounds 
the noble lord's estimate rested; and 
therefore he hoped such an estimate would 
not be adopted without instituting an in¬ 
quiry—without cxamining,all persons and 
documents competent, to afford satisfac¬ 
tory information upon the subject. The 
noble lord left out in his estimate certain 
occasional payments. The estimate con¬ 
sisted of two columns, tlie one stating the 
sums to be hereafter omitted in the civil 
list; tlw) other, those sums which were to 
be retained upon that establishment. But 
notwithstanding these omissions, this^osti- 
niate set down tlie future civil list expen¬ 
diture of 1,110,000/., w'hich formed a con¬ 
siderable ciPcess above that of 1811. Still 
this estimate was less by 42,(XX)/. than 
that of last year. 

After adverting to the items in which 
this reduction took place, the right hon. 
gentleman particularly animadverted upon 
the amount of the third class of expendi¬ 
ture, namely, that with regard to foreign 
ministers, it was in consequence ofrthe 
amount of this head of expenditure; that 
the noble lord said that he thought it 
moftj proper on his part to stand forward 
as the mover of tlie new arrangement, 
than leave the task to his right ^on. fri*)/il 
the chancellor of the exchequer. If’was 
therefore that the floble lord professed 
himself willing to stand between the 
Crown m J the country,“to meet the rc- 
spdnsibiiuy of this expense ; and certainly 
it become tlivo noble lord to do so, for he 
had contrived to impose a greater burthen 
upon the country in appointment of and 
allowance to foreign ministers than any 
secretary for foreign! affaifs'had ever done 
befort;. But yet he would be glad to 
know upon what grounds the noble lord 
had •thought proper to make a redustion, 
e/cm in this hdad of e.xpense| since the 
estimate of last year / According to the 
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li’Mer of Mr* Hamilton, the under secre¬ 
tary for foreign affairs, a pertain propo¬ 
sition was made to the committee of last 
session, recommended, as the writer 
stated, by the opinion of the noble lord. 
This proposition related Jo an incense of 
the salaries and allowances to foreign tru- 
> isters, namely, 12,()()0/. a year salary, and 
{>,000/. for outflt. Yet, by the noble lord's 
present estimate it w’as proposed to reduce 
the salary to ll,0fX)/., and the outfit to 
4000/.; and possibly if the noble lord 
brought forward another estimate next 
year he would make a further reduction. 
J’erhaps he would be contented with a 
salary of 10,000/. a year.—Mr. Tierney 
called upon the House to consider this re- 
<luction. If it stoutly rejected the noble 
lord’s spontaneous offer of 1,000/. a year, 
it was not improbable that he would add a 
thousand more. * Thus the House might 
obtain* a reduction of 2,000/. instead of 
1,000/. But, seriously, he would ask, upon 
what grounds did tbc noble lord offer so 
much less this year than he recommended 
tlirougli hfr. tlamilton in the last? Now, 
us to the expense of special missions, 
which tnuler the noble lord’s administra¬ 
tion, ^0 much exceeded all former prece¬ 
dent, It appeared that the expense of the 
nob/e lord’s own missions to Paris and 
Vienna fin- the years 1815 gnd 1816, 
amounted to only 43,809/.‘which, added 
to bis official salary of 12,000/. formed an 
annual expenditure for these two years of 
no less than 55,809/. 10s. The noble 
lord might have thought it expedient to 
live u ith great splendour in order to main¬ 
tain his ministerial influence, but in his 
T.’s) opinion, that infllience would 
have been effectually supported by doling 
out large sums to those who wanted it, 
had the noble lord been clothed in sack¬ 
cloth and ashes, and lived upon onions. 
[AJaughl.—For the persons with whom 
the ns)ble lord had to deal, looked not for 
what he spent, but fov wiiat ho could lend; 
and tbc money he could dispose of in that 
way would have served his purpbse bettei; 
than all hj^ feasting and waltzing. CA 
laugh].—Yet the noble lord upon this 
subject said to the ppblic, “ do not look 
at iny royal master, but at me.” He (Mr. 
T.) no doubt admired both; but the 
noble lord’s shje of Jiving on the conti¬ 
nent emiijent^entitled him to the admira¬ 
tion and astonishment of the whole'coun-, 
try. , Then as to the expense of lord 
Stewart, ia his special raissioni ,it 
<itnouuted*to no less than 24,000/. which, 
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added to two thousand pounds a year from 
his commission as general on the staff, 
brought the coadjutor nearly to a level 
with the principal. Lord Calhcart’s. re¬ 
ceipt was, however, still higher, almost in¬ 
deed upon a level with that of his master.- 
Surely, then, such expenditure called for 
inquiry [llear, hear]. But to return* 
to the difference between the estimate of 
last year and that o*f the noble lord, there 
appeared a reduction not only jjnder the 
head of ambassadors, but that m consuls 
also, tho, expense of whom was reduced 
from 40,000 to 30,OW/. Thus there was 
a xlifference of 2.5 per cent, within the 
period of eight or nine months. With 
such a variation in view, how could the 
Hoyuse attend to such a witness? How 
could the House depend upon the noble 
lord’s judgment in forming aiw estimate ! 

£ Hear, hear!]. * 

With respect to the fourth class, which 
comprehended ,the departments of .the 
lord chamberlain, the IcrS steward, and 
the master of the .porse; he did not mean 
to dwell upon the latthr, not only because ^ 
it was not so considerable, but because 
there was Sqmkhing in .that officer’s de¬ 
partment to gratify the country—there 
was something national and manly in en¬ 
couraging a mie breed of horses. This de¬ 
partment was therefore far superior, in bis 
consideration, to those which consisted of 
nothing but mhre eating and drinking- 
mere trappings and furniture. In the 
noble lord’s estimate, he observed, that it 
was proposed to grant 85,000/. for the 
lor^l steward’s department, which, by the 
way, was a considerable falling from 
the estimate of last year, which proposed 
96,000/. How came this difference ? Did 
lord Cliqlmondeley suggest it ? Did that 
noble Itfrd ask for’85,(XX)/. ? In his opi¬ 
nion, that noble lortj asked for neither the 
one sum nor the other. This indeed he 
had no doubt would fle ascertained upon 
the inquiry wWch he proposed. It was 
impossible that the lord steward should 
ever demand such a sum for the mainteoance 
of the Prince Regi^nt’s codrt. This offictr 
had, it would be recollected, an allowaitce 
of 105,000/. for^hfl mifintenance of his, 
majesty’s court. But** rift iSajesIy^fia^ 

several tables in town for the supply of the 
junior branches of the royal lam'ily, for 
eqi/erries, &c. besides Jiis estfdilisbment at 
Windsor, while the Regent kept a table 
onl^^ for hij own family, with a tabic for 
his pages. The difterfence of expense 
was, therefore, most m‘8terial, and the 
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proposed allowance for the lord steward’s 
department was comparatively enormous. 
Such a circumstance, then, loudly called 
for jnquiry, fur tlie proposed establish* 
ment exceeded all rational calculation. 
The reaeon* why t(|iat retrenchment had 
taken place, he believed he could satis¬ 
factorily explain. It would be seen, by 
referring to the estimates of last year, that 
f)(>,()00/. was the suth which the lord 
steward was acquired to spend, and very 
tliligcntiy, no doubt, that officer endea¬ 
voured to obey his instructions,! But all 
w(>uUI not do, for it appeared from the re¬ 
turn of the actual expense of the quarter 
ending October 10, 1815 (he spoke of 
that quarter, because the two preceding 
ones he had not yet obtained^, that there 
was a saving of 5,000/. in spite of all his 
efibrts. That was a sad falling oiF; so the 
next quarte^iTte resolved to bestir himself, 
finding he was getting so much to leeward, 
f A laugh]. • Every thing,liappcned to be 
in his favour. '’The Christpas festivities 
at Brighton were colylucted upon the 
/'tnost liberal scale; (he utmost enroavours 
were made to collect visitants from all 
quarters, many 'njembers of that honour^ 
able House lent their assistance, and a 
sliarp qasterly wdnd set in on purpose, as 
it were, tor give an edge to their appetites 
fA laugh]'; and yet, with all those auxil- 
liaries, the lord steward could not/^et be¬ 
yond 1,000/. more than wliat he bad spent 
the preceding quarter. If, then, the un¬ 
fortunate savings oS the two quarters were 
added together, it would be found that 
there were nearly 10,000/., through wlqch 
they could not contrive to eat their way. 
iHence arose', no doubt, th’e economical 
zeal of thb noble lord, from an absolute 
despair of being •able* to squander any 
more. But what ought to be the reflec¬ 
tions of the House uppn that point ? They 
saw that estimates were formed upon the 
most extravagant Calculations, without 
any regard to the real ntcessities of the 
civil list; and lie would venture to affirm, 
fnat if 10,000/. were lopped off voluntarily 
by ministers, it ^ould {^ppear, from inves¬ 
tigation, that 20,000/. more tnight be de¬ 
ducted, consis tetrtj y Nfit^all dtie splendour 
antT aBundSltbST (h the royal tabic, eyen 
from the‘reduced estimate tif 85,0^. 
Those deductions had notl^ng to»d8 with 
the expenses incug'ed for the JPetnhess 
Cbariotte of Woles. He would pass thmn 
entirely over, though he must say tfadt he 
saw certain arddes charged 'undet *U)at 
head, which he* co^d 'not cotnprehp&d^ 
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When be considered the retired life led by 
her Royal Highness, he was at a loss to 
conceive how they could be incurred. 
Not only did she live without any show or 
ostentation, but absolutely in the utmost 
degree of privacy. It was sufficient, liow- 
eycr, for liim, to show that the estimate of 
last year, in the lord steward’s department, 
was greater tlian could be expended, and 
also that the estimate for the present 
year was larger than that required for 
1814.' 

He should next consider the flfch class, 
or the lord chamberlain’s department. 
Last year that Amounted to about 45,000/. 
for the mere expenses of the royal resi¬ 
dences, exclusively of various heavy 
charges of other denominations. Now it 
was estimated at 40,000/. including St. 
.James’s and Kensington Palaces, Kew, 
Hampton Court, Carltorf-house, &c. Of 
that gross amount no less than 20,000/. 
was absorbed by Carlton-house alone 
[Hear, hear!]. He was aware the/sti- 
raate mentioned Carlton-house, and ** the 
other residences of the Prince Regent." 
But, in point of fact, the Prince Regent 
had no other residence than Carlton-house 
which could be charged upon the civil list. 
Brighton was a'private property. *Now, 
would any hon. member who heard him 
believe it possible, that a sum of 20,(300/. 
could be required, from year to year, 
merely for the purpose of supplying Carl¬ 
ton-house with furniture ? Let the House 
recollect also, what enormous suras had 
been expended during the last three years 
for the same purpose, and then he would 
ask, whether there could even be any room 
in Carlton-beuse whereany additional furni¬ 
ture could be put? Plate, linen, glass, 
every thing which the wit of man could 
fancy, or in which the most profuse extra- 
vageoce could indulge, had been accumu¬ 
lated during that ^nod, and yet they 
now to be called upon to vdte 
more for the same {yirpose. Nay, he did 
not know whether even more than that 
20,(X)0/. was not appropriated to the ex¬ 
penses of Carlton-house. There was an 
esumate of 10,600/. for. contmgencies, a 
coDiiderabie portion of which he believed 
it ve^ry probable, would be spent for the 
(tame , object. And let die House bear in 
mind, that in addition to all that, it ap* 
ptedred.upon the face of report, that 
^ 30,006/. were voted last yeaf for furniture, 
which was still ip store. Now, what.were 
tbp Expenses of that branch of the lord 
dtakberlm’s department during the seven 
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years from ISOl to 1811| when St. James’s, I which could be j^tly charged upon the 
Kew, anti Kensington Palaces were regu- civil list, but that, in point of fact, his royal 
larly occupied } The average was nearly highness had no other residence, strijtly 
3000/., but then the dukes of Cambridge speaking. Would the noble lord talk 
and Cumberland resided iu St. Jame.s’s pa- about the cottage in Windsor great park i 
lace. At this present moment, Kensington That was jio residencJ of the Prince Re- 
palacc was occupied by two of the roydl gent. It iippeared sometimes in the pub- 
dukes, the duke of Kent and the duke of iic prints (a good authority in such a case, 
Sussex, and only about 12.‘i/.,per annum for a person filling lib distinguished station 
were laid out upon that residence. He could not move about withqut being no- 
was aware that 300/. were placed in the ticed), that his royal highness ptlksed two 
estimate, but in point of firct, the disburse- or tlirec i^ays there occasionally, and that 
ments really made were not sufficient to was all. ’The great lodge, in W’indsor 
pay for the cepairing of .t single pane of park, was no royal residence, for it was at 
glass, if required. He kne^ from his own present occupied by Mr. Nash, and Cran- 
kuowlcdgc that not only splendour was bourne lodge was now empty, though he 
wholly out of the question, bpt that actual hoped it would become the residence of 
convenicncics were neglected. And why her toyal highness the princess Charlotte, 
was ail that parsimony to be enforced in Such, then, was the state of the lord 
those instances ? Prom motives of econo- chamberlain’s estimates, so fartlii regarded 
my ? Certainly not. The object was to Carlton-house. As to the board of works, 
diminish the gross amount of expenditure, though nominall;^under tlie IokI cliamber- 
in order that the particular expenditure of Iain’s direction, it was pi:{tttically under 
Carlton-house might be enlarged fHear, the control of’parKaraent, and therefore 
hear!].—T.hcn, with regard to the csta- he was not so jeaihus.,upon that subject, 
hlishnients at Windsor and the queen’s because there would he no difficulty at any 
palace. Their average expense during time in settings matters to'rights in that 
the seven years before referred to, was branch. Uphn the whole, it was his firm 
about J,l,800/. and yet he believed there and deliberate opinion, that if a thorough 
was no want of sufficient dignity and splen- and full ini'csiigution into the cx^ienUiture 
douraboutthe royal person. Now, 20,000/. of the civil list were adopted, savings to a 
were to be voted for one house alone, very considerable amount (he would not 
which, in point of size, mighf almost stand specify any sum), might be obtained. He 
iu the centre of Windsor castle. If such had frequently said in (hat House, and he 
waste and extravagance were sanctioned, would say it again, tligt there were too 
it would be mere mockery to talk of eco- many public officers attached to it. There 
iiomy. During that interval, however, were too many lords of the bedchamber— 
there was no want of royal magnificence, too 'many c(]ucrries—too many grooms 
Installations were held, suppers and f&tes [Hear, hear!]. Yet he was dot for’eur- 
werc given, and many entertafnments in- tailing the splendour of royalty. The 
dulged in, which he apprehended were lords of the bcdch^ibect appointed about 
quite as gratifying, and somewhat more so, the person of the King were mere sine- 
in the public estimation, than some that cures, and those about tlie Prince Regent 
have lately been exhibit^. He declared were not much bettef; for where there 
he qwld not comprehend how 20,(XK)/. a were twenty drawing rooms held by h>s 
yean^uld b*e expended upon furniture for majesty there was not one now. It would 
Carlton-house, unless, indeed, levery year be said, perhaps, that these were unplea- 
there was to be alterations ana changes to sant things to discuss. They might be so. ’ 
follow each frivolous variety of fashion. If But the country \^as alaonn a veryiun- 
such was to he the practice, then he wal; pleasant situation; a'nd he did not see how- 
willing to admit that 20,000/. would, not the latter could be relieved without such^ ^ 
be sufficient; but if, being onc^ furnished, discussions as ^e /8tmer.» ' 

it was to conthiuc so, ^r a certain number next point of the noble lordls speech 

of years at least, according to the custom that required to he noticed, was the nev^ 
heretofore, theii^e bdieVed most consci- modei/of regulhtfi^ the civil lis^ and. the 
entioudy that JOjOQO/. would be fypnd manner of carrying thSt regulaticm into 
more than dnougn. Perhaps Ke should tJffect« In the ouatter ending October, 
be told of the « otbifer residences of dbe 1815, *the m&rquis of Hertford bad made 
Prince R^ent;” but he wofild repeatiinst a return to the treasury precisely in tlie 
only that Ciflton-bousc was theOi^yOne termsljirected by thp warrant of the Ptiuce 
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Regent. But why was no return made in 
the same manner for tho ensuing quarter? 
H<i bad repeatedly inquired for that re- j 
turn. At first the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer talked about the expenses at 
Brighton as a cause of the dqlay; and 
.then the noble lord, taking up the matter, 
refused to produce the return, because he 
(Mr, T.) should not»be permitted to go 
into the que^lon by piecemeal, but should 
wait until the great day of exdanation ar¬ 
rived. That day arrived last Fi^ay—and 
what was the fact ? The marquis of Hert¬ 
ford did make a i%turn to the treasury, 
and he included in that return the ex¬ 
penses of the Brighton establishment. 
The treasury refused to accede to those 
expenses, and the marquis of Hertfofd in 
his turn, refused to make any estimate at 
all. Nowf^i# such things were to be al¬ 
lowed, what security was there for the 
public ? If the lord chamberlain might in¬ 
clude items expenditure which the 
treasury wo'uld not allow,' and upon that 
denial, if the lordcchamberiain might re¬ 
fuse any estimate at all, there was an end 
of those salutafy provisioirs which the le¬ 
gislature had enacted, with the intention 
of controlling the civil list. The fact how¬ 
ever was^ ministers knew tkat the marquis 
of Hertford was their master, and they 
did not dare to face him [Hear, hearJ]. 
He said that without fcas of contradiction. 
And why did he say it ? Because the trea¬ 
sury were about (o appoint an inquisitor 
over the marquis of Hertford, to do that 
which they could not do themselves. That 
inquisitor was to have the power of ex¬ 
amining the marquis of -Hertford, and 
others iqion oath. It seemed somewhat 
odd, indeed, that sucjjf an authority should 
be granted. He was not muchjof a cour¬ 
tier himself, but he should have thought a 
courtier^s word m%ht be taken. They, 
however, who knew the character of a 
c ourtier best, seemed to think otherwise. 
But what was the effect bf’that new system? 

* In his opinion, the whole essence of the 
civil list was ilestroyqd by it. How was 
he to know whethei* the said inquisitor 
jwo uld not be as much under the influence 
as any%)thcr individual? It 
might be said, that he was to hoM his 
Situation for life. True; but that was no 
adequate security in his'estiroationv He 
was to do •-that Vhich the law, by the 
operation of Mr. Burke’s bill threv^ upon 
the treasury.^ • And why crould not the 
treasury do it ? Because ministers had 
ciiudeiccndcd to ■ take office upon the 


Mr, Tierney's Motion for « 

J terms that the lord chamberlain’s office 

; should be bejt)nd their control [Hear, 

I hear!]. They sacrificed those honourable 
and independent principles"^Upon which 
alone a minister ought to accept his situa¬ 
tion ; thc^ came into office with their 
hbnds'tied up on that particular point; 
they surrendered their privileges for the 
sake of office, and now tlic result of thrlr 
conduct becauic visible [Hear, hear!].— 
What .was the nature of the dispute be¬ 
tween the treasury and the lord chamber¬ 
lain with respect to Brighton ? He liad 
asked, and usk^l in vnin hitherto, though 
he hoped to gftt at it some day or other, 
by a copy of the correspondence which 
passed between lord Liverpool and tlie 
marquis of Hertford. Whenever that coi- 
re.spondence sliould be brought to light, 
he was much mistaken if it would not dis¬ 
close some very curinu-s particulars. But 
on the 23d of February a Treasury M.- 
nute* was entered, and that minute would 
prove to the House tlie nature ot the 


* Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 2!.i' 
February 1816; 

“ Jly lords are of opinion, tliat towanl- 
making good the deficiency of tl^e civil 
list on the.oth January last, the 3 percent, 
stock now standing in the names of Mr. 
Harrison and Mr. Litchfield, and whicii 
was transferred to them as trustees for tlu 
Cronm in virtue of a sign manual warrant 
of 24th August 1815, the same having- 
been decreea to his majesty in right of Ins 
crown, as the undisposed residue of 
Troutback, esq. deceased, who died with¬ 
out heira, should be sold, and the pro¬ 
ceeds of such sale paid into the exchequer 
to the account of his majesty’s civil hst 
revenues. My lords are also of opinion, 
tkat it is right and proper that out of the 
droits of the Crown such a sum should be 
paid into the exchequer to the accoi^ of 
his majesty’s civil list revenues, asf- toge¬ 
ther with fhe sum to arise from the sale of 
the stocjc before mentioned, will be'fully 
sufficient to discharge tlie estimatcll 
tlmoUni of the deficiency of the civil list 
to 4th January last. ■ 

** The earLof I.ivetpool and the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer having also repre¬ 
sented to the beard,-that ‘his royal high¬ 
ness the Prince' Ib^gcnlsljas made,.consi¬ 
derable additions to his residence at Brigh¬ 
ton, his*private''propdi-ty, both'by addi¬ 
tional buildings and by purchase ef land 
is annex thweto; tlicy are of opinion, 
that it is just and reasonable thak an uul 
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{>roposal made by the marquis of Hertford 
to the treasury. It was, 4iiat additions in 
buildings, additions in land-purchase, and 
additions in furniture, having been made 
to the pavillion at Brighton, the expense 
should be defrayed ou( of the civil list. 
The treasury rejected that proposal, 'in¬ 
deed, but they compromised the matter, 


should be afforded out of the said droits, 
to the privy purse of his royal hignness 
the Prince Regent, towards the discharge 
of the expense incurred by his royal liigh- 
ness in making these ad|lition5 to his resi¬ 
dence at Brighton, his private property; 
and they are therefore pleased to direct a 
warrant to be prepared and submitted to 
his royal highness the Prince Regent, fin- 
issuing to the right hon. J. M'Mahon, the 
keeper of his privy purse, the sum of 
^,000/. on this account. 

" The earl of Liverpool and the chan¬ 
cellor of the excliequer having also repre- 
seiiled to the board, that an expense has 
been incurred in providing furniture for 
the additional buildings at Brighton; and 
it appearing to my lords that it could not 
have been in contemplation that tlie ex- 
trao^inary expense of, furnishing these 
additional buildings belonging to the resi¬ 
dence of his royal highness the Prince 
Regent at Brighton, as his private pro¬ 
perty, should bo a charge*upon the civil 
list; they are of opinion, that a sum not 
exceeding 50,000/. should be appropriated 
out of droits, to discharge these expenses: 
but as this furniture, tliough not provided 
tlirough the department of the lord cham¬ 
berlain, must be considered as belonging 
to the Crown, they arc of opftiion that the 
account of the expenses actually incurred 
should be submitted to the examination 
and control of some person or persons, to 
be appointed by this board, and that no 
bi^hould be paid which should not be 
de^ed b^' such person or persons to be 
just and reasonable and that the person 
or persons to be appointed to this service 
should make out an accurate list or in¬ 
ventory of, the whole of the fumituretso 
provided, or of any other fiirnitare not 
paid for out of the same private funds as 
the buildinjgs, in order that the same may 
be lodged m the office of the lord cham¬ 
berlain, and ^at th^ furniture may be 
taken under the care of that department, 
as furniture belonging to the Crown'*. 

JPrepare warrants accordingly. , 
(Signed) “ C. Arbuthno^*' 

« Treasury Chambers, May 3,1816.” 

/Vrtr.. YVYTV t . 


and came to a resolution cf applying the 
droits of admiralty for that purpose [Hear, 
hear!] If ever a case came before par¬ 
liament which must undergo a thorough 
and complete investigation, if was the pre* 
sent. Some obscr'^ations naturally sug¬ 
gested *tiicmselvcs upon the manner jn 
which that paper had been returned to 
the House. It had always been the prac¬ 
tice, when there was a deficit in the funds 
of the civil list, to apply all the resources 
of the Crown to meet that deficit; and if 
they w3vc found insufficient, then to ap¬ 
ply to parliament for aid. Now, how did 
Aic facts stand / Last year that House 
had granted 534,OCX)/, to cover the excess 
in the expenditure of the civil list, and at 
the very moment when ministers came 
rlown to parliament, and called upon them 
lor that vote, they had .iiw-their hands 
■1-93,0C)0/. of the droits of admiralty 
[ Hear, hear!]] No wopder flie noble lord 
wished to fight off the question of the 
droits of adixiraity as long as he could. 
No wopder that flic Recount was carefully 
withheld from the House to the last mo-', 
ment, and only disclosed-at la’st when the 
noble lord -was compeMed to refer to it. 
But why was not the circumstance slated 
as usual ? Why were not ail the sfvailable 
revenues of the Crown applied to the debts 
of the Crown, liofore the country were 
encumbered with them ? Why were the 
droits of admiralty so studiously kept in 
the back ground ? For other purposes, be 
would venture to say .“than what appeared 
upon the face of the transaction; and if an 
inquiry was granted, things would come 
out which vyould astonisu 4he country. 
The treasury minute proceeded to state, 
that his royal highness ^the Prince^ Regent 
having "consideraBly added to his resi¬ 
dence af Brighton (^private property be it 
remembered) it was but reasonable that 
some assistance should be afforded him to¬ 
wards defraying the expense, and there¬ 
fore they direfted that a warrant should 
be ij^sued for applying 20,000/. out of the 
droits of admiralty [He^r, hear!]. But 
would any man efidure to be told, that the 
droits of the Crown jnight be made over 
to increase the private jjrong:t 3 ’-.o£*«^' 
dividual, however liigh or exalted his 
station might be i If such a practice could 
be jperrUitted,* what was to prevent the 
‘selling of those droits? or the raising mo¬ 
ney upon them and putting it into hi«i own 
pocf’.et/ And let it be qbserved, that the 
advance was only tpwards defraying the 
expense. Who could doubt that a great 
Y T t 
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deal more would be incurred before the nience even they would abstain, though 
transaction was at an end ? But he should he was willing tft allow that they acted 
be told, perhaps, that this 20,000/. was not from more honourable motives. It was 
out of the pockets of the people. He de- impossible, however, that things could 
Died that. It was a direct loss to the {public, continue to go on in that course. It was 
and he would tell the House how it was impossible it could be tolerated, tliat, year 
a loss. They gave 50,0001. a yqtfr to the after year, the pul>lic money sliouhl be so 
Prince Regent for an indefinite period squandered, for the droits of the admiralty 
to enable him to pay off his debts; and were public money [Hear, hear!], with- 
if he had applied that 20,000/. towards out some check being provided. Would 
the latter .nbjdct instead of,the former, the noble lord presume to say that tho 
which under all the circumstances of 50,000/.'forfurniture was really necessary ? 
the case, he could not help jAiinking He would not maintain so monstrous a 
would have been mor^ decorous and pru- proposition. No one, indeed, would main- 
dent, the public would have co.mc to tin: tain it who had ever been at the I'aviliua 
redemption of that 50,000/. so much the at Brighton. It appeared, however, that 
sooner. T'he treasury minute then went on 207,0(X)/. of the droits of admiralty were 
to represent, that a considerable e.\penEe still in h.nnd, add he would say, that no 
having been incurred in furniture, at Brigh- time ought to be lost in taking care that 
ton, 5Q.000i Lsh ould be granted out of tlie that sum should not be paid for private 
said droits to meet that expense [Hoar, purposes [Hear, hear!]. • It was owing, 
hear!]. Really it might have been intact, to the House of Commonc, for 
thought, whcn*'53*l‘,000/. were voted last they had been deceived into a vote of roo- 
year, for covering'the excess of the civil ncy, which they had no business to grant 
list, a'vote which, contipry to all former while ihosedroits remaiuedunuppropriated. 
/precedent, had not produced even a mes- That money ought to be repaid to tbe 
sage of thanks from the Crojvn, his royal public, or employed for some public pur- 
hi^hness would have been tempted to live' pose. * It was in vain, however, to hope 
within such limits of moderation as would that an}’ tiling could be eifectually done 
have saved the necessity of another grant, without the appofvitment of a comufittce, 
It could haWlly have beet) expected, that who should examine all the transactions 
he would immediately go down to Brigh- relating to the civil list, and to whom 
ton and consider bow much he could pos- should be referred the q-ucstiun of the ad- 
sibly expend, and contrive to lavish so miralty droits. 

enormous a sum as 50,000/. merely on He would beg leave, before he sat down, 
furniture [Hear, htfar!]. Tbe treasury to advert to the prospective arratigetncnts 
to be sure, took some sort of security for of the noble lord. The noble bn-I oro- 
thc country, wliich was almost disgustipg ]iosed to detach the uncertain t i. .ges 
^0 mcation. , The furniture was to be put from the civillist, and bring them !•, an- 
into the House at Brighton, but it was to nual estimates before parliament liL the 
be recognized as the furniture of tbe sums voted for the other branebef of 
Crown. In his consifience he believed j public service. Mr. Tierney said, he had 
there never was a more* coarse traftsaction, j re%cted a great deal on this subject,he had 
as aficcting the character and feelings of I examined it, in all its bearings, and he was 
his royal highness.. Thus had come to | disposed to give it as his opinion, that^^e 
light the application of no less a sum than | best plan that could be adopted Was, 
7(),0f)0/., as resulting froth the deficient an entire sum, that .might, upon an esti- 
q,stimate of the lord chamberlain; ,and mate formed by a committee, upon mature 
thus the historji^ of that estimate was at examinatibn, be thought suilicicnt to an- 
once disclosed. A scale of extravagance sw^r all ui-mands, It looked well in the- 
was indulged in ^uch as could never be ory to say that estimates would annually 
py that rfbugfl. Hc lamented be laid before parliament, and that thus a 
that his rovalrnghnesB was surrounded I by aystem of chocking extravagance would 
jsdj^isers who precipitated him into stich be annually enforced, Iwt in practice it 
profusion. At his time of life aotnetbing would be found not ^ eligiUe. Ministers 
diffiDTcnt oujfht to be expected. Battnere could make out their owm case; .^Uey 
were those about him who encouraged ,raight\:on«eaI from the»B6use many of 
and promoted those wasteful a|pd briv^ous the reasons on which these.estimatca.were 
piojccts. He di^ not mean to accuse mi- grQunded; aad<bey might.choose a pe- 
iiisters of doing it. For thehr own oootiFe^ tiMof the session for btinginf forward. 

• 
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their measures, when there were few to 
check their extravagancy. The House, 
too, it should be recollected, was very un¬ 
fit Ibr discussing minute details; and the 
estimates must necessarily embrace such de¬ 
tails : a committee above stairs was alone 
competent to such inquiries. Besides; he 
considered it as essential to the splendour of 
the Crown to have the control of the sums 
allotted for its support—the distribution of 
that amount of pensions and allowances 
which parliament should think it becom¬ 
ing to set apart for its disposal: that 
amount should neither be excessive nor 
parsimonious, but, when fixed within pro¬ 
per llmitf, should be left at discretion. 
No man could be more inclined than him- ; 
self to vote a liberal, though not an ex¬ 
travagant sum. Let the House go into 
the committee for which he rose to move, 
and he ivould demonstrate his liherality 
[Hear, liear!]. Another part of the 
noble lord’s plan regarded ttie creation of 
an .officer for auditing the accounts of the 
household; and in the policy of this, he 
could as' little agree ns in the former. 
The House were gravely told by the noble 
lord, that no man who bad the intAest of 
his country at heart would wish to degrade 
the Crown in the eyes of Europe. " But 
he (Mr. Tierney) would ask, what view 
must foreign princes or foreign nations 
take of our prince ? What opinioa must 
they form of him when they were told that 
he could not go to a single fruit shop, for 
the most trifling article, without the sanc¬ 
tion of the lord Steward and lordjcliainberi- 
lain, and without its being shown to the 
treasury ? But had the proposition of his 
roj'al highness being so fettered, been 
niu^c by him (Mr. Tierney)—had he 
presumed, as the noble lord had done, to 
tell the prince, that so far he should^ go 
and no farther, there was little doubt but 
tbakhe would have been instantly charged 
witNcnde&vouring to lessen the respecta¬ 
bility of the Crown, and V) vilify the 
Prince [Hear, hear!]. He remembered 
well the very great pain his royfU highness 
felt at the .introduction of Mr. Pitt’s Ifill, 
to regulate his conduct when a very 
young mltn. But it idtould seem the ad¬ 
ministration of the present day had the 
good fortune of making their r^ulations 
more paltafajg^ and ,that the prince re¬ 
caved them with a very good grace 
[Hear, hear • At the former (Period,, 
he ^r. Tiemira) had access to know 
what were the melings of his royal^igh- 
neeii-howHit was the*ptovince of the noble 
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lord to tell what his wishes were. Should 
the noble lord ever goabroad again to those 
annual conventions lield professedly for 
the peace and security of Europe which be 
hoped never would be tbe cas(;, it would 
sound odd to the royal pdrsoniiges into 
whose ghjcicty he might happen to fall, to tell 
them the restraints under which his re¬ 
gulations had laid the household of his 
royal master. Mr. Tierney said, be depre¬ 
cated the i,dea of this application being 
made to parliament, as it had invariably 
becn AXmd, that whenever parliament had 
been so indulgent to grant any aid, that 
aid had always been urged as a reason for 
procuring more. 'J’he day was not far 
distant—it was in the nature of things 
pvobable Uiat it could not he far distant— 
when the House would be called on to 
make a new arrangement fo^ George the 
fourth, and he therefore tllmight it would 
have at least been proper in the Prince 
and his advisers, to havelvunained Satisfied 
for a little longer witi** tlie present ar¬ 
rangement. if the House were now, 
in consequence of what had fallen from the 
noble lord, to regulate their-proceedings 
'by the bill,to be brought in, it would de¬ 
monstrate in the clearest manner, that in 
all their proceedings they acted more from 
deference to the minister thin from res¬ 
pect for the public purse, or the feelings 
of the.people of England. They had, in¬ 
deed, already ^howu too great attention to 
the wisiies of the minister. He trusted 
that the deference thsy had shown in for¬ 
mer days would no longer exist. He trust¬ 
ed the House would once more vindicate 
its own character, and prove, to the. people 
of the country, that its desire for practical 
economy would no longer be confined to a 
mere wish or a few wdrds, but would now 
be shoi^n by deeds. Tbe people had a 
right to expect cconsomy; they now louldly 
called for it, and he. implored the House 
to take care how they slighted the voice 
of an oppreseed and insulted nation. 
[ Hear, hear!]. Aware of the very grept 
len^h he had presumed y> intrude himself 
on the House, hC'Jhad to apologise for the 
time he had occupied [Hear, hear!]. 
He had abstained fromatrong^ex nri^ssim fjwu! 
much as possible, a«d he was not sensible 
of naving indulged in any imprd{)er warqith 
of .temper. «There might nave been 
phrases in his speech, hoWever, which 
were capable of being twisted into a violent 
anif.abuav^ meaning, and in this shape 
carried to the royal ear.He did not think 
tihe. noble lord capable of such baseness 
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but it niiglit nevertheless be done, and he 
liimscii' be ;represented as a person dis¬ 
posed to degrade royalty and to vilify the 
J’rinca Regent. He cared not for these 
imputations. They were more than coun> 
terbalanced by the ennsciousness of his 
having performed his duty. He ctmld not 
ha-ve. forgiven himself, after having attacked 
the salaries of a few poor clerks in the 
public ofScos, if ho had 'not brought for¬ 
ward a iut’j;.siirenthatwastocontributetore- 
press royal extravagance.'—-The right hon. 
gentleman concluded a most able,cpeech 
with moving That select committee be 
appointed to take into consideration the 
several accounts and papers which have 
been presented to this House, relating to 
his majesty’s civil list, witli pow>.‘r to sepd 
for persons, papers, and records.’’ If this 
motion was. carried, the right hon. gentle¬ 
man e^pre^sseu his intention of moving 
That it be an instruction to the said 
committee to lentirt on the question of the 
droits of admifalt 5 %” 

Lord Castler&Jgh rose^o examine some 
of tlie statements of the right hon. gentle¬ 
man. He y'uste,d the House would in¬ 
dulge him with a few observations. Al-' 
though he did not mean to follow the right 
lioit. tuovev through all his details and 
reasonings, fte would touch u^on a few of 
the points of his* speech. The right hon. 
gentJeman professed himself disposed to 
sup[>ort the splendour of the Crown, and 
promised, if he made one of a committee 
on the civil list, tot, sliow liis liberality; 
but he was not disposed to draw a very 
favourable omen of this disposition from 
jthe teiiotir of the right hon. gentleman’s 
speech. He'never heard a‘ speech less 
conciliatprjt, or more calculated to inflame 
any jeal.opfty: that raighUiexist of rpyal ex¬ 
penditure. More partial statements, 
more incorrect accounts, more unfair in¬ 
ferences, he had never beard. He would 
advert to some of tlfe right hoo. gentle¬ 
man’s misrepresentations!, although he 
wished to turn his back upon everything 
caloulated to inflame, for the purposb of 
making some dbservatmns in which all 
could concur. The rignt hon, gentleman 
Qu | wi^ a mis(e|h!«^ntation, in, saying 
tnatlio (lord^astteresgh) had on a for¬ 
mer nights:omp)ained, on the port, of H:he 
soWeign.of this country, ^tbat epr. civil 
list-w^ not«o great ^ ^ne sum dedickted 
for the same end in France. He- had only 
mentioned the circumstance as an answer 
to the clamour of those who* saw §very 
thing ^ex^-avagfitt t^t was done by our 


royal family. The right hon. gentleman 
might have spared his observations with 
regard to the sum allotted for the junior 
branches of the royal family. Their num¬ 
ber did not depend upon the will of the 
Crowe, or of ministers, but was a dispen•• 
sati(m of Providence over which they had 
no control. Ministers were not to blame 
for this expense, and nothing should be 
put down for Ihe splendour of the Crown 
but the charges of tite 4'th and 5th classes, 
together with the privy purse; and they, 
instead of amounting to 500,000/. did not 
exceed the sum he had mentioned, 
namely, ‘fOOtOOyA It was impossible, 
likewise, for the Crown to control tltose 
charges that arose from the malady of the 
King. The right hon. gentleman had 
two ways of ilculing with questions of this 
kind, both of which he had applied on the 
present occasion. He, on the navy cli¬ 
mates, moved to send them back without 
going into the committee, simply on a 
view of their prima Jade extravagance; 
and he now proposed a committee on flie 
civil list, while he still threw the respon¬ 
sibility of making estimates on ministers. 

The«oble lord observed, that he would 
now proceed to direct the attention of the 
House to a comparison of the cxc^s on 
the civil list, for the lust four years, with 
the average excess for the seven years 
ending in 1811, Upon the third class, in¬ 
volving the expenditure of the foreign 
department, and the ministers employed 
abroad, there was a total increase during 
the last four years of 169,000/. He was 
not prepared at that moment to explain 
or justify all the items of which this ag¬ 
gregate amount was composed; but in 
point of general heads of expense it must 
necessarily explain itself upon a reference 
to the state of Europe, and the ctreum- 
stances of this country during the lattei 
period. For the seven preceding years 
we maintained little or no intercours^fth 
the continental powers: at present, inde- 

E endent of the special missions which Jiad 
een supported, we had eleven in differeni 
parts of Europev On the 4th and 5tl] 
I classes the entire increa^ wat 184,000/., 
, Or a joint excess undemnese twe^heads oi 
46,000/. per annum for the four vears. Wit! 
regard to the details of these aepartmenta 
he would remind the House mat it wai 
already in possessioif of initiate and anwli 
infornatiop. The Hqiuffis. had befon 
theifl the reports of five committees, ant 
he could hard]3t conceive tliat the vduroi 
dSiSs .accounts which had baeq, presenle« 
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by them required the aid of any further 
inquiry. If the subject wag not well un¬ 
derstood, it certainly was not because it 
had never been investigated, or because 
there was any want of information. It 
certainly did appear to him that tlie right 
lion, gentleman was giving very improvi¬ 
dent counsel, when he endeavoured to 
persuade parliament to call on the Crown 
lo perform impossibilities, or-to regulate 
its expenditure uniformly by the same 
limit. If such .a principle were adopted, 
he was sure that in practice it would be 
found necessary to add not less than 
a-ycar to the cfvjl list, the effect 
of which must be as an invariable limita* 
lion to make the Crown too rich at one 
period and loo poor at another. An en¬ 
tire debt had grown up for the last four 
years of 900,000/., but it would be easy 
fur him to show tthat this excess had been 
created for public purposes, and that the j 
ndditional expenses of the household had | 
been incurred only by the equipment of 
the’regency without which there would 
have becn^ reduction. 

Pie should concur with the right hon, 
gentleman in throw’ing out of his view the 
sum of 120,000/. for the establishment at 
Windier. 'J'he difference in the accounts 
for the last year would be found, then, to 
consist in the first class of a sum of 
l-fjOOO/. for tlic expenses of the royal fa¬ 
mily. The second, from which the judges 
and public ollicers were paid, remained 
the same. To the third he had already 
adverted, and should have an opporunity 
of giving the fullest explanations with re¬ 
gard to it. On the fourth there was a re¬ 
duction of 25,000/., which was in some de- 
grcifbalanced by an excess in the ffffh 
class of 21,000/.-—In the sixth there was 
little difference; the seventh and eighth 
seldom varied: and on the ninth, there was 
an increase of36,000/. On the whole, there 
wai^ diminution of the expenses, merely 
houseliojd, below the average/)f the seven 
years ending in 18ll. The difterence 
between the present estimate and that of 
the lust year proceeded from the preced¬ 
ing estimate ^ing framed on a different 
view of the expenditure abroad, rendered 
necessary by the critical situation of af¬ 
fairs in Europe. One part of this altera¬ 
tion was incidental to his own department, 
and^arose fron^he n^w principle which it 
had been thought'by the House deairable 
to adi^t in r^ulating the salaries of our 
foreign ministers.It had been defemed 
expedient^ new-mode) ^eir allowenbes, 


and to convert them into a nett sum, clear 
of all charges and deductions, which 
should be adequate to the support of the 
rank they held, and the functions which 
they had to discharge. Some regulation 
was likewise intended dn the o£ce and fees 
oft he consuls. 

The supposed reduction in the lord- 
steward’s department of 85,000/. instead 
of 96,000/. appeare’d to be misunderstood 
by the right ,hon. gentleman. The esti¬ 
mate under this head remained unaltered, 
and the'*;ipparent difference arose from 
the present estimate qot including the ex¬ 
pense of the royal gardens. There was 
no truth in any of those sweeping obser¬ 
vations which ascribed a greater degree 
of splendour and expense than was neces¬ 
sary to the exalted situation of the person 
exercising the functions of sovereignty; 
nor would they be borne ouFby those who 
had had the most frequent opportunities 
of remarking «n that slibjdct. Neither 
was there any,more fountiation for saying 
that all public business was transacted at 
Carlton-house, or that there alone it was 
necessary to maintain a, dignified esta¬ 
blishment. ,T’he services both of the lord 
steward and lord chamberlain were often 
requisite at Brighton. The right hon. 
gentleman had not alluded fbffly to the 
sum set apart in the lord chamberlain’s of¬ 
fice, in. order to meet future contingen¬ 
cies ; the true ^iew was, first to look at 
what was the amount required for the duo 
maintenance of that department. The 
right hon. gentleman had inveighed 
agsiinst the wanton profusion which he as¬ 
serted to prevail in the royal.residence at 
Brighton ; aiid had intimated his opinion, 
that the original establishment might have 
answered all his royal highness’s purposes. 
There vfrere few, however, he believed, 
who recollected what Brighton was a few 
years ago, who would be disposed to 
agree in this opinion. His royal highness 
once resided th«re as a young tnao, sur- 
rounded only by private connexions; buj: 
he now lived there occa^onally when it 
was necessary for him to see his own il¬ 
lustrious family, andjiischarge the public 
duties of his high pfSce.. He ind^<^d. 
the only individual in flurope exercising 
theVunctions of sovereignty whb had uoi 
a variety of palaces. Besides his tempo- 
mrf residence at WiAdsor^ the Prince 
^ Regent had only Carlton-house end tlic 
Pavilion. 

Tfie right hon. gentl^an had cho^ 
to rjepresent the sums which had been 
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granted out of the droits of the Crown, in 
aid of the younger branches of the royal 
family, us great misapplications of those 
drolls. Now, it never had heretofore been 
doubted, that aids to the younger branches 
of the royal family were a branch of the 
public expenditure to which th^* applica¬ 
tion of the droits ol' the Crown was per¬ 
fectly justihable—just as much so' as if 
parliament had been called upon to vote 
them; for in *00 degree did the aids in 
question differ from the aids which had 
been attbrded in former times. 

Towards the lattec end of his speech, 
the right hon. gentleman h^d indulged 
himself in some very strong expressions 
on the 534,000/. which had been voted for 
the arrears of the civil list. Jlle trusted 
that the House would discharge from 
their minds .the misconception which the 
right hon. gentleman's remarks were cal¬ 
culated to produce, and that they would 
notsulferthc fi^itilton. gentlemans’ sweep¬ 
ing imputatimi ttr lead, them to suppose, 
that in paying those arfears the country 
/had been paying only tlie arrears* of the 
royal expenditure. On a,late occasion 
he (lord Castlereagh) had ,statcd thaE 
the utmost amount of the arrears of the 
royal expenditure in four years was 
184,000/. *When, in the, year 1812, par¬ 
liament gave 100,000/. to the civil list, it 
was lor two purposes; the first, that of 
liquidating the inevitable' arrears which 
had taken place during the period of the 
restricted regency f the second, for the 
equipment of. his royal highness the 
Frince Regent. The arrears, however, of 
jthe period oCthe restricted regency swal¬ 
lowed up the whole of that sum, and the 
expenses of 4he equipment necessarily be¬ 
came arrears in the lord chamberlain’s de¬ 
partment. 

Other occasions would occur in which 
he might enter morq minutely into the de¬ 
tail of the subject than at present; but 
there was one branch of tlfcra on which he 
VHPuld shortly trouble the House, feeding 
anxious as he d^tl to afford every possible 
information on the queftion before them. 
The right hon. gentleman had said that 
he.*(l4wl^as^re|gh) ^lut hhnself very 
forward in the justification of the expeqdi- 
tare and of the arrears of the civil fist. 
Why did he do so? Because Ub kaew 
that the arrekr^ of the civil list were atVi- 
butable to the public expenditure, rather 
than to the expenditure of tfio CrdWn, 
and because he w^ aware that the foreign 
expenditure was necessarily increased, as 
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compared with other periods of that fluc¬ 
tuating expense. In tlie progress of the 
bill which he should have the honour of 
introducing for the better regulation of the 
civil list, opportunities would occur for de¬ 
tailing the grounds on which he entertained 
these convictions* and for sifting them to 
the bottom. At present he only wished a 
little to disarm that jealousy which it was 
attempted tc excite in the House, before 
a full examination of the grounds on which 
it was affected to be founded. He could 
not but persuade himself that the House 
would find the nature and extent of the 
expenditure to .which he had alluded fully 
warranted by the circumstances out of 
which it had grown. 

There werO two or three points of 
attack on the expenses of the civil list, 
which the right hon. gentleman had se¬ 
lected, and on which he begged permission 
to say a few words, and more particularly 
on the special missions in which he him¬ 
self, lord Cathcart, and lord Stewart ,had 
been engaged. As to the latter, the right 
bon. gentleman must allow h*m to say, 
that it was a most unfair statement to as¬ 
sert ftial those noble lords had been 
brought to Paris to assist him (lord Cas- 
tlereagh) in the’’ncgociations which * were 
carried on in that capital. They did not 
visit Paris for that purpose. They were 
there in the discharge of their duty as in¬ 
dependent public functionaries. Having 
been sent as ambassadors from this country 
to the emperors of Russia and Austria, 
when those emperors left their own capi¬ 
tals and went to Paris, it was indispensable 
that the noble lords in question should ac¬ 
company the monarclis to whom they had 
been accredited. He repeated, ther^bre, 
that they came to Paris not to assist him 
in ^he ncgociations, there pending, but to 
discharge their public and particular du¬ 
ties. With respect to the expense incur¬ 
red by the missions of the two hoblc^ds, 
it would be reccssary for the House only 
to recall one fact in order to account for its 
being ^nu^h larger than it otherwise would 
ha^e bei\-i: he meant the unfavourable 
rate of exchange which existed during the 
two first years of those missions, and which 
threw on them a great increase of charge. 
In thet, the whole class of foreign expen • 
diture in the civil li|t wasjwclled.by that 
circumstance, as much as tee whole of our 
tnilitaty expenditure had blen swelled by 
it. This was the natural consequence of 
a (t^Ee of things in which, in order to be 
able to spend a hundred pongd^ it became 
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necessary to incur an expense of a hundred 
and thirty pounds, and in SQme cases much 
more. In addition to the consideration 
which he had just stated, it should be re¬ 
collected, that after lord Catlicart had* 
formed an establisliniciit at I'elersburf;!!, 
he was ohlifjed to,leave that city for 
Vienna, so that lor some lime he tvas un¬ 
der the necessity of niaintaininjr two esta¬ 
blishments. So it was with lord Stewart; 
after havio" created an eslablishnient at 
Vienna, lie was oblivcd to tal;e the held, 
and thus incur a douhk- expense. When 
these subjcu'ls should come to be more 
fully considered, he was jTii-pared to give 
full satisfaction with respect to them. 

As to liimseK, he did not believe when 
the right hou. gentleman caihc to examine 
tlic nature of tlie special missions in which 
lie had been engaged, and to compare 
them with otlier*spcrial missions of for¬ 
mer oocunence, that he would (ind any 
ground for reproach on the score of im¬ 
provident expenditure. I’y the unfortu- 
uato manner iuvvhich the accounts of sucli 
missions w5re made up, all the expenses 
jil)road (in that country at least to which 
the minister was sent) were drawn ft) the 
name of the minister. Thus it happened, 
that m the statement of file expenses at¬ 
tendant on his (lord Castlcreagh’s) mis¬ 
sions, many items wore introduced with 
which he had nothing whatever to do, and 
a general impression was thereby unjustly 
created, that those expenses were person¬ 
ally respecting himself. Wiien the de¬ 
tails came to be examined it would appear, 
that of the 4'3,(XH)/. which stood in his 
name, ‘24',000/. was the whole amount of 
the expense actually connected with his 
missions. With the rest he had no more 
to do than he hud with the courier.s to the 
payment of whom a part of it was appli(;d. 
lie had been sent on foreign service three 
time^ The duration of that service was, 
on 91^ average about six months at each 
of those )>crieds. 'Liitv expense of each of 
his missions, therefore, was about 8,000/. 
He would not presume to say ahy thing 
of the importance of the objects witji 
which he was charged on those occasions, 
but he must observe, tliat they compelled 
him, in the pursuit of them, to take very 
long and very expensive journies. Be¬ 
sides, he. was njacedjn a situation very 
different from tnat of most other foreign 
ministers. He* w«s obliged to^citffy a 
considerable establishment about with him, 
as a great part of the business of his ofiipt 
of seerftaryvof state for foreign affairs was 


transacted by him while on the continent. 
He had indeed no less than twelve gentle¬ 
men with him for that purpose; and he 
could assure the House, that althougi’i he 
sometimes Ibund that number tOo few, he 
never found it too many. Some oftlu so 
geiitlcmei\ camclfom his own departmentj 
some from oilier foreign mini.sters; in all,’ 
however, there were twelve working indi¬ 
viduals, forming ])art of his family. Under 
all these circiunst.'incc'!, he’did»iiot find 
8,000/. more timn suHieient for the ex- 
peoso oreat h mission. Without meaning 
to boavt of very rigid, economy, he could 
rifiViie (he Jlouse, that he had no super* 
fluoiis splendour: so for from it, indeed, 
that it iivjnirod tlie good nature of those 
win# visited Jiiin to aerept the entertain¬ 
ment which he gave ther.i [ Hear]. 

As to tlie motion of the rig.ht hon. gen¬ 
tleman he should oppose it, on the ground 
that it was not expedient for the House 
to travel out of dhe course which they had. 
uniformly pursued on this Subject. They 
had never exhibited^any disposition to 
enter into a minute examination of (he ex¬ 
penses of the rpyal Iiotiselmld. ’On the re¬ 
presentations, submitted to them, they had 
formed a general conception of what might 
be necessary for the service of^the royal 
family; and not on tliosealono, but alsoon 
the experience of a long course of years, 
by which tliey were enabled to judge satis¬ 
factorily on the subject. For his own 
part, he really did not think that it was 
necessary, in order td obtain a clearer 
view of the question, to accede to the right 
hoi^ gentleman’s proposition. Those who 
were dispose!) to give their* minds* and 
their time to the subject, complicated and 
difficult aa it was, would find on the table 
of that House, a idass of information so 
large as evidently to jirecludo the neces¬ 
sity of any thing forther. Hiere was 
hardly a circumstance connected with the 
most trifling expense of the civil list which 
might not be cdhipletely elucidated by a 
refergnee to the reports, five in number,* 
on the table of the House# If it was in¬ 
formation which thft right hon. gentleman 
wanted, had an attempt, ever been madp 
to refuse it? Down tojthQa»mai»ent at?* 
whi<^ he was speakittg tliere lyid never 
been an account called for, or an explav 
nation re?}uired^hich had not^been ac¬ 
corded with the utmdtt liberality, the 
House proceeding in those cases (as Im 
hoped tneyntould always proceed in simi¬ 
lar cases), by an address .to the Crown. 
He hoped, therefore, that the right hon. 
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S entlfinan would not persuade them to 
epart from their uniform line of conduct, 
for the purpose of obtaining information, 
a request for which had never been re¬ 
fused. Noi; did he think the proposition 
of the right hon. /Jentleman (if it were 
acquiesced*in by the House) »of calling 
individuals, and examining them as to all 
the little family details.of the I'oyal house¬ 
hold, would {>c available to the purposes 
for which it was made. He was per¬ 
suaded that no effort such a committee as 
that moved for by the right hon. gentle¬ 
man might make,* would enable them, 
varying as the foreign portion of the cNil 
list must necessarily be, to fix the expen¬ 
diture to a certain sum. He trusted that 
the House, having the report of‘the 
committee of last year before them, having 
the estimates of the present year before 
them, having a great mass of other infor- 
matipn befqre tliem, and having further 
explanation within their feach, if further 
explanation' should be deemed necessary, 
would reject the tight hon. gentleman’s 
motion for a departure from the ordinary 
course of parliamentary proceeding. 

As to the general result of ihe estimates, 
the House would find, taking that portion 
of thefri «diich was applicable to the house¬ 
hold, that it did not exceed the average 
expenditure up to 1811. In the third 
class, there certainly wap an increase of 
12,000/. And why ? Because we had 
twelve more missions on the continent. 
This perfectly exfliained the cause of the 
augmentation of that part of the estimates 
in the.prescnt year. He did trust, there¬ 
fore; that the House would adhere to the 
principle, on which it had always acted 
with respect to the civil list; and that what¬ 
ever information th|y might rtquire on 
the subject, they would apply for by an 
address to the Crown. He would venture 
to say, that no additional information (if 
information was really the object), for 
which the House couRl wish would be 
* withheld. He saw no objection v> the 
appointment ef a committee on the prin¬ 
ciple of that appointefl last year, if it were 
phought necessary. But really, the report 
* of t h a Momaittac appeared to him to com¬ 
municate abundarift information. liVliat 
ftc distinctly objected to was the exami¬ 
nation of persona with respect*to the de¬ 
tails of tfie.roya! household. The’right 
hon. gentleman had found that the House 
was against hitp on this point; for£e had 
abstained from further attendance on the 
cuminittee of last year, when the House 
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refused to give to that committee the 
power which he required. The right hon. 
gentleman had attempted to point out 
some evils which iu his opinion would 
arise from the control of the proposed au¬ 
ditor. The Hopsc would allow him to 
say that tlie appointment of that officer 
was especially recommended by the com¬ 
mittee appointed by his majesty’s govern¬ 
ment to investigate the subject. As to 
his power he would not have more than 
was possessed by the present auditors of 
the civil list. Fie was not to have any 
authority of a novel nature. The trea¬ 
sury, in order to enable them proper!)' to 
regulate the household, must have a more 
immediate connexion with it. Besides, 
they had not time for the task. It was 
necessary that the audit of the civil li<f 
should be an early audit; and it would he 
impossible to leave lhaf duty to general 
auditors without subjecting it to’the in* 
convenience of falling into arrear. 

He would not trouble the House, any 
further at present on the question, lie 
was apprehensive that they would think 
the details dry and little interesting. 
But,*on the other hand, the subject was 
one of extreme^ importance. He Jrusted 
that the House, influenced by a proper 
spirit of economy, and at the same time 
feeling that deference to the Crown which 
had always ftiarkcd their conduct, would 
have recourse to those modes alone of ob¬ 
taining information which they had hi¬ 
therto adopted. He trusted that in exa¬ 
mining the details of the expenses of the 
household, they would always bear in mind, 
that comparatively few of the arrears of 
the civil list appertained to those expenses. 
The whole amount of the exceeilings 
of the household in four years was 
li)0,000/. and lie was confident, if the 
equipment of the regency had not created 
an extraordinary expenditure, especially 
in the lord chamberlain’s dcp&rtmci^^ that 
no debt all would have been incurred 
in that branch of the civil list. The right 
hon. c*ntleman had asserted, that the 
debt ought to have been ex^nguished by 
the droits of the Crown, and that parlia¬ 
ment ought to have had nothing to du 
with it. That, however, would have been 
in contradiction to the existing statute, by 
which it was directed thg^ under the cir¬ 
cumstances in which that debt was placed, 
it sRould be brought before parliament in 
or4er that its nature and extent might be 
Ascertained. *The noble lord concluded 
by repeating Ins firm expectation tjiat Ihe 
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House would not institute the kind of in> 
quiry proposed by the right hon. gentle¬ 
man, but that if they needed information, 
they would address the throne for it. 

Mr. Calernft observed, that he could 
not agree witli the nobl^lord, that a ques¬ 
tion at once affecting the splendour of the 
Crown and the burthens imposed on the 
people could ever be uninteresting to the 
House of Commons. He bfigged to ask, 
whether any of the other estimates of ex¬ 
penditure were ever found deficient ? Was 
it ever necessary for ministers to come to 
parliament for the purpose of procuring 
additional sums i Certainly not; and for 
the plainest of all reasons—because, with 
respect to the estimates of the navy and 
army, and of other services, ministers were 
responsible, and were bound to apply the 
sums voted by parliament to the purposes 
for which they wl;re granted. Wliy should 
not tire same responsibility exist in the 
management of the civil list ? The absence 
of i( rendered inquiries necessary; and as 
to the delicacy of whicli the noble lord 
had said so much, although he would be 
the last to break through it in ordinary 
cases, yet, after committees upon* com¬ 
mittees had in rain reported, he thought 
that some other mode of investigation 
more effectual was indispensable. lie put 
it on the footing of any other exceeding 
for which the public was made liable; and 
if the House of Commons was in earnest 
in its professions of economy, it was its 
duty to prosecute this inquiry. Where 
could it better commence a system of re¬ 
trenchment than in the highest quarters ? 
At the same time, he was willing to allow 
that a proper degree of forbearance ought 
to be observed. The noble lord had said, 
that the estimate first laid upon the table 
was not intended to be relied upon py 
ministers; and that, principally in conse- 
que^e of the decrease in the price of 
proi^ions, ft had been found practicable 
to reduce it to the extent ct 100,000/. 
Why were not these important documents 
fitly prepared in the first instahee, and 
what was the fair inference to be dravyt 
from this vacillation ? Was it not that the 
estimate of 1815, and those presented on 
other occasions, were ail drawn up so 
loosely, and upon such vague materials, 
that the House^$ould pot place the slight¬ 
est reliance upon them. On a former day 
the noble lord^ad spoken tff the allvan- 
tages pf which the sovereign might now 
have been in possession, had be retain^ 
his b^ediusT revenue: to-nigUt he had 
(V0L.X3bcIV.) ® . 
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not touched upon that point, and be /Mr. 
C.) thought it would not be very difficult 
to show, tbat had the King retained the 
hereditary revenue of Oeorge 2nd,’ he 
would not have had so large anisnnual in¬ 
come as he derived f>om the* annuity for 
which it was commuted. The whole sub¬ 
ject i^equired immediate and thorough' 
examination ; and jf the House refused to 
grant the motion of his right hon. friend, 
it must in Aiture be conipietely at the 
mercy of the minister, who only prepared 
estimate.!* like those now on the table, to 
answer the convenience of the moment. 
The noble lord had complained that his 
right hon. friend had treated this question 
invidiously. If to examine it with pa¬ 
tience and acuteness, and to state the re¬ 
sult with accuracy and ability, were to 
treat it invidiously, the charge was well 
founded. He (Mr. Calcraft), on the con¬ 
trary, thought that the sul^ct had been 
most fairly displayed; ah(> if the details 
were surprising, they w'dVe Vith fidelity 
taken Qrom tlie papqrs presented. '' All 
men must be astonished at the fact of fur¬ 
niture to the extent of SO.OOO/.'being sent 
to one liousv, into which already so much 
had been crowded. The great remedy 
suggested by,the noble lord WB3,*to ap¬ 
point an auditor, who was to be account¬ 
able ; but if the great personages now 
concerned, the lords of the treasury, and 
tlie lords chamberlain and steward, did 
not afford sufficient security that the civil 
list would be properly ibanaged, what con¬ 
fidence could be placed in a mere auditor 
of accounts, who was to be paid because 
the lords of the treasury would not*fulfil 
duties hitherto imposed upon them i On a 
previous occasion the noble lord had com¬ 
plained riiat Great Britain had acted to¬ 
wards her sovereign in a niggardly man¬ 
ner, unworthy of hei» resources; and, to 
prove his assertion, he. had instanced thd 
greater revenues of the king of France. 
He (Mr. C.) Was not aware that the 
spleij/lour and the luxuries of the Crowns 
had ever been abridged ii> this country, 
even when all clas!9es were suffering: he 
thought the charge unfounded, and, borl 
it been true, it did follpw «tl}et 
should do better to iAitate the, example 
of France. When the whole nation was 
calling fdr retrenchment, it wotdd ill be¬ 
come the representativea of ^hl nation to 
{efuse this motion. He could not per¬ 
suade.himsdf that it woidd be rejected ; 
and if it were-granted, mote beneficial .re¬ 
sults .would, he was convinced, be ob- 
(10 
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taincd than had flowed from the reports 
of all former committees upon this subject. 

Mr. Long said, that, the hon. gentleman 
wha had just sat down, had accused his 
noble fiie«d of stating, that the present 
question was one not interesting to the 
public. This he most expresslj denied. 
>His noble friend had said, that he was 
afraid the details (not the subject) would 
prove-drj'and uninteresting; but he had 
added, that in his opinion, it was one of 
the most important questions that could 
be submitted to the con^ide^atio^> of par¬ 
liament. He did not ascribe to the hon. 
gentleman any intentional misrepresenta¬ 
tion of the sentiments of his noble friend, 
but a more direct and complete misrepre¬ 
sentation had never occurret) within the 
w.alis of that House. The hon. gentleman 
having first stated, that all the estimates, 
w hich, from Cime to time, had been framed 
of the expenses of the civil list, had turned 
out lx> be ctv^tit'ou.s, had proceeded to 
ask hour it hapjMncd that they were more 
so tlian the estimates of tiic army, or of 
^ the navy, or of the ftrdnanee. Th& reason 
was obvious, ^he army, navy, and ord¬ 
nance estimates were furnished every 
year; and if erroneous one year, were 
easily .corrected in the next. Was that 
the case ^ith the civil list estimates ? On 
the contrary, there had been but two 
since the accession. Tlic hon. gentleman I 
bad expressed a wish riiat the lIou.se 
should go into the propo.^ed committee, j 
for the purpose of^-examining the menial j 
servants of tlie household, and in oidcr to 
obtain the evidence of otlier persons con- i 
J nectqd'with^it. But that was precisely! 
' the proposition on which parliament had 
last year decided in the negative. “ But 
then,” said the rfgltf hon. gqntleman, 

” why not examine into the other clmrges 
of the civil list?” I^was the plan of his 
noble friend to do so. One object of his 
bill was, to bring Ihosc branches of the 
civil list, which were tl^* most liable to 
fluctuation in their amount, regularly 
under tlie consideration of parliaihent. 
That, howeverJ which ^ad principally in¬ 
duced hii,i to address the House on this 
pfccasion was, thtf^observation, made by 
. tjte rij^it bon. geii^einan (Mr. Tierney) 
on the committee appointed by govem- 
ynent to investigate the ^ civil Jist, and 
which he termed qn insult to the Heuse. 
He (Mr. Long) would state to the 
House the nature of the appointment 
of that committee. It originated* in a 
trcasiirf minufe, which was communi¬ 


cated to him, and in which he and {wo 
hon. friends of Itis w'ere desired to cxti- 
mlnc the estimate of the civil list of la^t 
year, with a view' to its reduction, and to 
the restriction of the expenditure lo ii.-! 
proper purpo,ses. 'lliey had before them 
tl^' diiiereot repnf ts wJiich had been made 
on the subject by the various parliamen- 
i tary cotniuittces, and requiring further in- 
I formation, they had been furuishcil with 
I it by the direction of his royal highness 
the Prince Regent, who had also ex¬ 
pressed hl>5 approbation of the commission. 
They liiid liirrbinished the estimates of last 
year by ] !5!),()(Ki/. The hon. gentleman 
had intimated that their inquiries had been 
influenced by motives of an undue nature. 
Did the residi show this to he true ? 
'Fhcy had suggested a reduction of 
‘Jh.tXX)/. in the deiiailmcnt of foreign ini- 
I nisters; they had reeomnended a diminu- 
j lion in the departments of the loid^cham- 
1 berlain, the lord Steward, and the master 
I of iheJiorse, nmmmting to above i;(),(K)0/.; 

I they had pointed out various desirable ro- 
j gulatioii.s in the diderent hrauehes of the 
hou.seliold ; am!, fiu.diy, tiu>y had advised 
the a)'|'(aiitn., nt of an auditor fo i-xaminc 
speedily tiv' r.c’.'onnls of the civil list. 
Did the iiOii. isi t.ileinan see in all tWs any 
disposition on the part of the committee, 
to couit the favour of any indiviilnal ? 'I ho 
fac t wa<, that they exerted ti'icm.snives to the 
utmost to do their duly, and <hcy trtisted 
they had rendered service both to (he 
Prince Regent and lo tiic public. It had 
always np]jeared to him, tliat there were 
two material defoets in the arrangements 
of the civil list. 'J'he first of these was a 
fixed income being given *o meet a vari¬ 
able and uec‘j.«.sarily increasing exp*,adi- 
turc—the second the w'ant of an cfiicicnt; 
control over that expenditure. Certain 
irrijtroving funds had been sot apart tor the 
civil list in the time of George i?od. These, 
parliament engaged to make gpod i^hey 
should fall short of the sura of 8(X),'W)/.; 
but if they*exceeded that sum (as they 
had constantly done) the surplus was to 
be enjoyed by his majesty. The funds 
rfterred*to bad considerably exceeded the 
sum of 800,0(X)^., and- the surplus had 
been retained by liioi according to the in¬ 
tentions of parliament. In the rci^ of 
Geo. 3rd, it had been thought advisable 
to give a fixed income in iteu of that-pro¬ 
vision of which he had Just had occasion 
to speak. * The income fixed as it then 
was; had not gince been augmented with 
riference to the altered circq^tanccs of 
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the times, though everv man must be be said that a control over it had been 
aware a great and unavoidable increase of given by Mr. Burke’s bill, but this he 
the expenses of the Crown had occurred must deny. The control which that *iea- 
between tliat period, and the present sure gave over one of the cLisses, went 
time. Though things had greatly changed, but to tlirow the charge of that class on 
the establisHcd incomef>f the Crown bud the reraainder, and that riassi'.icalion was 
been held to be equal to all the situations absurd which did not eflicnuilly guard 
in which the Crown might be placed, and .agninfet inconvoniet>cc**]llvc those whicli 
to all the various circumstances of the j had been e^erieiTCed in tlie case in. (pics- 
country in peace or war. It had been tion. Of Mr. Burke, he* mujit always 
expected to meet t'le rise in tluj price of speak with the greatest respect, but he 
every article, and to cover all the vlillcront must as a pracuiciil legislator his cf- 
payments to be made out of the civil li'^t, forts wore far from being always tuccess- 
which everyone must know were liable fijl. 1 lad Iiis ])lans l)cen as efiicient when 
to the greatest fluctuations, lie would I attempted to l)e carried into etiect, as 
give an example. Till within these few } they were well iounded in sound economy 
years the printing for the Uvo Houses of j and in jiistiec, results very dill'erent might 
Parliament had been chargeil on the civil I have occurred. In some instances, ccr- 
(ist. The estimate for tin’s service ha<l j tainly, he liad done tlitit which was pro- 
formerly been ]*(),()0()/. Up to the year I ductive of much good. Tlie arraiige- 
J80.'> it had never exceeded 20,(HK)/. It had | nient by which the sums formerly left in 
been taken oti’ the civil list in ISOt, and i tlie hands of the payinaseer=gcneral; were 
the annual expense of the printing for tlie , taken from that ollicer ar*l [ilaced in the 
llthascs of Parliament now amounted to | bank, lie heklNo be a wise arrangement, 
between iX) rnul 9(),(KX)L lie mentioned ; and orfu which Jiad proved liigldy benefi- 
this as a singular instance of that fluctua- | elal to the country. But if they should 
tion of expenditure, of which he Iwd i’clt j go on to look ht his other measures in the 
it his duty to speak, and the subject was same oflice,* which he (Mr, Long) had 
one Vhich might di‘serre some inquiry, now the honour of superiuteiK[ing, it 
The disbursements made to tlie foreign would be tbutid that many of'thetu had 
ministers, which had also coinc out of the [»roved impracticable. After the expe- 
civil list income, prefcntcd,gn instance of rience of five and twenty years, his plan 
no less striking variation. In 1801 the relating to tin# passing of accounts was 
estimate under this head was 10,0(X)/.; it found inefficient, and could not he acted 
now amounted to 180,OCX)/. These cir- upon. lie (Mr. Lojig) had amended 
cumstances being known, he would ask this plan by a new act, and Mr. Burke’s 
the House if anything could have been friends nnon that occasion'admitted that 
expected but what had happened ? VV’as wh*at lie had done, was what Mr, |>urke 
any thing to be anticipated but that the intended to do. So it was with the civil 
Cr«vn must require new revenues to be list; his regulations to rcslrain tlie expeu- 
provided for it, or come to parliament to diturc wpfe insufficient, for the system of 
seek the discharge of its debts ? Such, he pa 3 ’ing according to exact classification, 
contended, must of necessity be the cbn- could not be adhered to, unless adequate 
sequence of the arrangement he had do- funds had been provided to meet thq 
scr'fied, aiu3 it thence followed that it was charge. He (Mr. Lohg) approved of the 
unjiilt, under all the circumstances of the course which lia^ been recommended on 
case, to say the incu/hbrances which had the present occasion by his noble friend 
grown on the civil list arose out of any (lorfl Casticreagh). He approved of 
disregard for economy. That which had as it went to remove from the CMl list 
occurred was not to be ascribed to ne^i* those charges which were most ^actuating 
gence or extravagance, but to that im- in their nature, and, flrdie same time, ty 
policy which had assigned a fixed income, give that coatror oyjjr the' ex|>’dliditure 
to meet a variable and increasing expen- which he liad given it as his opinion had 
(liture. This was the true cause or the long bean wanted. He approved of i% 
applications which had been made to par- plai>, as it provided fo/ the regulation oF 
liament. Tha i^cond defect which he the civil list, by connecting the lords^ of 
had noticed in the system was, that no *1110 treasury with it, in a manner which 
power of control over tl\e civil list was had hever been attempted before, and 
given to ^osc who were held to bff re- giving them that fair contlol over it which 
sponsible tor any excess on it. ,It might he tfould maintain they ought to exer* 
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cise, and without which he thought no 
man ought to say they were responsible 
for its excesses An objection had been 
made to the estimates of the civil list 
being frauiV^d by those ot) whom that duty 
had lieretofofo fallen'; ami it had l>een said 
that the Iiou*se ouglil to take tliis task upon 
Itself'. He eon^kle’-''' thebest course would 
be to form them as till now th^;- 'md been 
formed, and afterwards bring them be¬ 
fore the Ifon.-e for investigation. The cir- 
cum.stancc of the estimates being fr'mod by 
the House would take away that responsi¬ 
bility of ministers touching them which 
ought to be preserved. The right hoh. 
gentleman had called lor the appointment 
of a select committee, with powers to send 
for persons, papers and records. No 
committee had been appointed to inquire 
into this subject down to the year 1802, 
and from that time to the present, no in¬ 
stance had occurred of such pow ers being 
given to a corimiiitee on the affairs of the 
civil list. Tile right lion, gontleman con¬ 
tended, that witliouttjicse powers, tljc com¬ 
mittee could not form an estimate, and 
that the aj^poinrment of one would bq 
altogether useless. lie (Mr/Long) did 
not see it was at all necessary the com¬ 
mittee aho^ld be armed with such powers; 
it was not the duty of the committee to 
form eetima’tes at all. He saw no reason 
for deviating from the cstajilished practice 
af the House, and the course which the 
■iglit lion, gentleman recommended was a 
novelty—an innov^lion which he trusted 
they would not be disposed to sanction. 
Me would a>k \ihen information respoot- 
ing tl/u civil.list bad been required, if it 
had not alvvays been called for by an Ad¬ 
dress to the Crown. If the House had 
desired to examine all officer, touching 
the expenditure of the royal household, he 
presumed the course«would be that which 
he had described i Would then the 
House on this occasion delegate those 
powers to a committee which hitherto they 
Jtad always refused to exercise tlicm- 
selvesj^. He kiew it had always been 
thought ireporlant to pt’eserve the regular 
(Course of proccecling in such cases, from 
iliteiTupu,'>n., Ih{,kncw if a motion were 
made as a^muttcr oP*courso for papers on 
the subject of the civil list, the Speaker 
Vhd always considered it to be his duty to 
interpose lifs jutliosiiy, and to inform the 
iRetnber that he''could not do this but by, 
moving an address to the Crown. Why wus 
a dilTerent course now to be pursued—-why 
Vias that form to be departed from oa this 
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occasion, which had long been so care¬ 
fully preserved; and adhered to for the 
wisest purposes ? The right hon. gentle¬ 
man, in proposing to examine the menial 
servants of the Crown, had spoken of the 
high resiiect he entertained for the person 
of'the .sovereign, as that which would 
eflcctually guard against any improper use 
being made of the power to examine them. 
He doubted not the right hon. gentleman 
niiuht be sincere in all he had said on this 
subject; but if the precedent were once 
established—if once the servants of the 
King’s household were called before a 
committee of that House, however tender 
all parties at present concerned might be 
of touching on matters connected per¬ 
sonally with the .sovereign, who could say, 
that those who nriight liereafter stand in 
the same situation, would act with the samie 
delicacy and propriety ? Who could say 
that similar innuirics would nut be de¬ 
manded at some future period, for pur¬ 
poses very distinct from every thing con¬ 
nected with the public benefit ^—[Hear, 
hearIJ. Jf the olqect of the House was 
to withdraw the respect which they had 
always shown to the sovereign, to make 
the civil list a vehicle for party purposes, 
they would support tlie motion; if not 
they would reject it. In conclusion, he 
gave the plan of his noble friend liis 
warmest supp’brt, as it went to remove 
those charges from the civil list, which, 
from tlic circumstance of their being most 
fluctuating in their nature, had been the 
chief causes of those appeals to parliament, 
which had become necessary. He ap¬ 
proved of it us it went to reduce the 
charges to an equality with the inqpme 
appropriated to the civil list; and finally, 
he approved of it, us giving the lords of 
tha treasury that control over the expen¬ 
diture which he wus of opinion ought to 
be vested in those who were held re^on- 
sible for the excc.sses which mfght odTur. 

Mr. lVt/n.H objeoCed to the calling 04 
parliament for deficiencies in the civil list, 
when the droits of the Crown were suffi- 
citint to t over the greater ptirt of them. 
He also condemned the manner of apply¬ 
ing those droits, which, instead of teing 
c.xpended on the royal palaces, which 
were the property of the public, were laid 
out on private residences, .which might, in 
a short time be given atijay to any fk- 
vourite. He contended*for the necessity 
of a. committee, as it was important to 
kliQw the reasohs on which that extraordi¬ 
nary minute of the treasury^* whi^ hu 

\ 
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riglit hon. friend had mentioned, were in his hand. In the note he had men- 
lounded. It was important to know why tioned (wliich he here proceeded to read), 
.50,0(X1?. bad been expended for furniture and which was made out by the registrar 
at Brighton, when, according to the de- of the admiralty, it appeared, that aj^ainst 
claration of the noble lord last year, a the amount which had been irttntioned as 
great quantity of furni^re hud been kept the balance in band,»there remained due, 
«p in store for future exigencies, and riiat as rewards to captors, on acceJunt of vessels 
no new expense would be incurred on this j whicti had been no less a suiW 

head. This additional expense which had i than instead of there 

been since incurred, was ifi violation of! being tTie large unappropriated balance, 
the pledge which had then been given, 1 there was barely enough fo liquidate the 
and the House was now called upon to i outstantling debts. He had reason to be- 
sanction it. The hon. gentleman con- j lieve, when all the claimants were satL- 
tended, that the House was quite compe- j fied, that something would remain, but the 
tent to exuminc into every part of the j sum couUl not he great. After the ex- 
civil list, ds well as any other branch of j i)c>nsc of furnishing the royal residence at 
the public expenditure, and observed, \ Brighton, he believed the balance remain- 
lliat though it was necessary to supjir.rt ' ing in liaud miglit amount to about thirty 
the dignity and splendor of the Crown, it ! thousand pounds. How the sums issued 
was also necessary that in doing so, they ! Iroiu this fund in the course of the last 
should uphold those rights and privileges j two years had been applied, be would now' 
which bad been bequeathed to them by give some account from the papers before 
their ancestors. It was not a valid argu- the House. Tlie total amount of the pay- 
m«nt against the present motion, that no nients made ^'ithin thtf pdHod he had 
good had resulted from former commit- named was ^0,00(J/.; out of this sum 
tecs. itie House should consider the there had been paid as rewards to captors 
present state of the country, burthened as ^of vessels neiyly I'SOjOOO/. It would thus 
it was with taxes, and should carefully bo seen that nearly half the large sum 
scrg^itiize every item of the public ex- which had been mentioned had been 
peiise, unless they did this, they would not given to tjie captors of vessels, and 
faithfully discharge their duty to their with this distribution of the monies in 
constituents. question, he did not expect the House 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose would be other than satisfied. In addition 
amidst loud calls for tlie question. He to the sum tlms applied, 390,000/. had 
said, lie was not desirous to enter at large been issued to c^schaige incumbrances on 
into the discussion of the motion now be- the civil list. It woifld thus be seen that 
fore the House; but after what had fnllen out of the 950,000/. no less than StOjUtK)/. 
from the lion, gentleman who spoke last, hid been directly applied to the service, 
and the right hon. mover, ho was desirous of the public. There 4 v:as.also sf small 
• o^ftbriiig a fe^ remarks with respect to sum that had been carried tq the conso- 
the droits of admiralty, on which the Ian- lidated fund. Of the remainder of the 
guage they had held appeared to him so 950,000/. he believed 20,0(X)/. had been 
extraordinary, that he could not bu^be- expended on the royal residence at Brigh- 
licve they bad misunderstood the subject, ton, and about an equal advance had been 
It seemed to be supposed that a great made to pay for furniture which had been 
brdkch of*propriety had taken place, since supplied where the princess Charlotte had 
the Crown had applied to the liberality of occasionally relided. These charges would 
parliament for the liquidation of the ar- giv/; the House some idea of the mant^r 
rears of the civil list, instead of applying in which the fund had been apgUg(|, and 
the adniirj^Ity droits to the discharge of from this statemebt it wouldjp seen l^at 
them. An erroneous idea appeared to be a balance like that wjjjfh wanupposedHO 
entertained of the extent of the profits remain, could n»t^ ejjisfer Tha^balaJ^e 
arising to the Crown from the fund in which might be uUiiflately retamdwj^ld 
question, and it was assumed that a very not be so considerable as i(f excite ^ny 
large balance, was now in hand. It bad jealousy in pftrliament, on the subjectV 
been supposed that there was now in its* applications. Wheneye^ parliament 
the hands of the treasury a balance of, could think the sum in fiand of sufficient 
277,000/. The right hon. gentleman was magnitude,to make it desirable that they 
excessively mistaken in ’this idea, %a/he should decide on the ra'anner in which it 
wowid prtfve from a paper which helheld 1 ought to be disposed of, he apprehended 

/I , . 
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there would be little difficulty in sub¬ 
mitting it to their disposal. It was proper, 
liow^ver, that it should be always remem¬ 
bered, tha^,without their interference, the 
sum of 1 ,.500,000/. had been applied to the 
service of the public. * 

.. Mr. Tierney shortly replied. * He per¬ 
sisted that no litn.uud.ought to havc*bcen 
made ppon parliament tV?Mjpi/i'j .''e dcii- 
ciencies in tivj civil list, when the droits 
of the Crown, on wliicli there itill re¬ 
mained a surplus of 277,000/. mig'it have 
been resorted to. He insisted tllat Milli- 
cient remuneration had not been given to 
the naval captors. 

The Chmtcallur of the Exchequer an¬ 
swered, that a much larger grant had been 
made to the captors during the last tvvo 
years than had been customary during any 


former year. 

The Ilouse divided: 

For .Mr. Titirney’s Motion . 122 

Against . ‘Jl'A 

^ Majority./«'..91 


List of the Majority and Minority. 
Majority. , 


Acland, sirT. 
Addington,rt. hu. J .H. 
Alexander, .T. 

Allan, George 
Arkwright, K- 
Ashurst, W. 

Atkins, .1. 

Apsley, lord 
Bagwell, W. ** 

Badlie, G. 

Barry, rl. bon. J. 
■RcritinsJ', lord.F. 
Beresford, lord G. 
Beresford, sir S. 
Bernard, lord 
Bernard, 

Binning, lord 
Blackbitrne, J. 
BlacLlniriu , .1. .r. • 

Bold, 1’. I*. 

I Bradshaw, lion. C. 
Bradshaw,.!. 11. 
BrWdeii. .1. 

Bra.viiv;rc: ' on. U. 
Bi/lcr, liou.V_ 
Br>ittdhead, If. '!’. 
Bw'OmfieW "sir 
Br^-^es, off B. 
Ca^erd, it. M. 
Cjiwthorne, .T. P. 

< Compton, eucf • 
Colthurst, .sir r 
f'ongreve, sir W. 
Co\irtenay% W, , 
Courtenay, T. P. * 
Calvert, j. 


Canning, (t, 
Cartwnglit, W. It. 
Castlercagh, lord 
Chet wodc, sir S. 
(-'ole, hon. sir (i. L. 
Coopar, E. S. 
(’ran^ourne, lord 
C.rol''cr, J. W. 
Collins, TI. I'. 
Colter,.!. I.. 

(.’iirlis, sir \V. , 

Daly, .fames 
Da.shwood, George 
Davis, It. H. 
Dawson, George 
De Kos.s, hon. H. 
Douglas, \\. 
Dijgdalc, D. .S. 
Douglas, W. It. K. 
Dovrlon, Gahriel 
Kstcdbrl, I'. G. 
Egerloii, W. 
Edinonstonc*, sir C*. 
Eljnlcy, lord 
Evelyn, L. 
fane, general 
Fafte, .John 
’Eane, Thomas 
Fanner, Samuel 
Farquhar, Jarnes 
Fellowcs, Wm. 
Finch, hon. E. 
Flood, sir F. 
Fit7,hugh,%V. 

Forbes, C. 
Forrc-stcr, C. • 
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I'oster, .T. L. 
I’oulkes, E. * 
I'ranco, Jl. 

I’rank, A. 

I french, A. 
j GarrQw, sir \V, 
i (;iddy Davies, ' 
} Gipps, (j. 

Golding, E. 
Goulburn, II., 
Graham, sir .lames 
Grant, A. C. 

Cirjuit, C. 

Grant, C. jun. 

Hall, B. 

Ifanultun, I[. ,* 

Harvey, C. 

[l.arl, general 
Hill, sir (f 
Holmes, \V. 

Hope, hon. A. 

Hope, sir («. 
Hoiiblon, 

Howard, hon. F. D. 
Hume, .Sir A. 
lluski^boii, 

HolJoul, 

Irving, .Tohri 
.farhson, sir .lolm 
.Icnkin^c’n, lion. C. 
.lorelyii, lord 
limes, Hugh , 
Nerrison, sir E. 
Kirkwall, lord 
J.acon, I'i. J\. 

Leigh, Thomas * 
Leigh, C. 

Leslie, C. P. 
Lillleton, E. S. 
Lloyd, H. 

I. ong, It. 

Jxipex, sir IVl. 
Jjiwthcr, lord 

J. owthcr, hon. li. 
Lowlher, .lolin,jun. 
Lnshingloii, S. It. 
Lutterell, .1. F. 

LuKl rcJI, W. F. 
Planners, general 
Macriaughion, E. A. 
iVIagennis, It. 
Manners, lordiC. 
Alarjonhank , sir J. 
Manners, 16rd It. 
March, E. .: ol' 
Mafiyat, J os'.ph 
Meade, hon, .lohn 
Aleylci, It. 
jMoore, lord H. 

Mills, C. 

Milne, I*. 

Mitford, W. 
Morrit,*J. B. 
^loorsoin, admiral 
Ndtille, Richard , 
Ncwlrk, lord 
NichMI, sh John 


NoeJ, sir G. 

O.bori’c,.!. 

(>delJ, IV. 

Ogle, II. M. 

1‘aget, bon. C. 

Paget, li^ni. B. 
I’akciihani, hon. II, 
I’aliner, (J. N. 
Palmerston, lord 
I'eel, rt. hon. It. 
Peiey, lion. S. 
Pech<-lj, sir T. 
I’ennanl, G. H. D. 
I’hipps, hon. Edw. 
Pitt, .)os. 

I’ole, rt. hon. \V. \V'. 
Porter, general 
I’rolheroe, Edw. 
(iuiii, lion. W. \V. 
Biehaidson, W. 
Itoihl’orl, G. 

Itose, rt. lion. G. 
Ttoiirid, .lolm 
Robinson, rt. h<.u. F. 
Robinson, geneial 
.St. I’aul, sir H. 

St. Paul, H. 

Saville, A.« 

.Scott, rl. hon. sir \V. 
Sr vmoor. lord R. 
Shaw, sir .lames 
Sheldon, Ralph ^ 
.Singleton, sir M. 
Siintli, ( hnsLojiher 
.''OincrvilJe, sir M. 
.‘'lewart, Alex. 
Stewart, sir .1. 

.Stuart, sir S. 

Stuart, hon. sir W, 
Stuart, hon. .1. 
.Stirling, sir W. 
Sullivan, rt. hon. .1. 
Swan, Henry 
Sykdfe, sir M. 

•Slittie, sir James ** 
Sutton, rt. hon. C. M, 
Taylor, John 
Teed, .lolm 
Thornton, general 
Thornton, S. » 
Trefnsis, lion. C.^ 

, Taylor, W. 

Cre, iVl. 

Vaiisitlart, rl. lion. N, 
Vaughan, sir R. 
Vallctort,*lord 
Vyse, It. VV. H. 
Wallace, rt. hon. T. 
Walpole lord 
Ward, R. 

Websier, .sir G. 
Wellesley, W. L. T. P. 
W cinySs, general 
While, M. 

Wilder, F. 

VViliiains, R. 

Wilson, G. E. * 
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T. 

WrAlesley, II, 
Wy%, C. 
Varn»iilli, earl of 
York,\r.». 


Yorkc, rt. lion. C. 
Tnf.ijiis. 

ArWitlinol, rf. lion. C 
l/mg, It. hon. C. 


Minority. 

Abrrcromliic, hon. .1. /j.ytlloton. 


Altlmrp, lord 
.Allicrloy, Arthur 
Anson, sir (Jcorgc 
Asti'll, Win. 
liarham, .Tos. V. 
Haring, Alev. 
IJarnard, lonl 
Ik'iinet, hon. If. O. 
Ifirch, Josc'pli 
nrand, hon. '1'. 
Ifronghain, H. 
Hum'll, hon. 1'. 1>. 
Hnrrel), sir (J. 
Harrell, VV. 
Ihibiriglon, Thus. 
Hollaitd, .foliii 
Hyng, tJ Gorge 
Harclav, (J. 

I 'afvcrl, C. 
t'alvcrl, N* 

(. .niipbcll, hon .i, 

< 'iivcndish, lord (f, 
('avonilisli, lion. H. 
C.ivcaidish, boil. (J. 
C'aullield, hon. 11. 
(.'Iialoncr. lloln-rt 
C'otks, bon. .1. S. 
Cocks, James ■ 
Coke, '1'. M'. 
Curweu.J. C. 
Duneannon, vi.se. 
Dundiis, hon. 1.. 
rtrgusson, sir il. C. 
Vil/roy, lord Jolni 
rolkcstoni', lord 
_^rreni;intle. W. 
I'liffiiy, Kirkni.ui 
Fynes, 11. 

(Jrattan, rl. hon. II. 
Cordon* H. 

Crant, J. P. 
Cre«fcil, Pasroc 
Cui^‘, sir. \Vin. 
(faskell, B. 

Halsey, Jos. 

Ilcroii, sir lit. 
Hornby, E. 

Horner, Frailtis 
Howorth, II. 
Hughc.s, W. L. 
Jervoise, G. P. 
Knox, Thomas 
Lemon, sir Wm., 
Lamb, hon. W. 
Lambton, John*G.» 
Jjington, W. G. 
Lefevre, C. Shaw 
Lewis, T, 


, hon. W. 
Vj.atoudn', Uobl. jnn. 
liiin E. 
l.eader. Win. 
iMar.doiiald, .lames 
M.u'kiritosh, sir J. 
Markham, udmir.il 
M.irlin, II. 

MTttlin, John 
IMillon, viseonnl 
Molyiieiiv, 11. U. 
Monc-k, sir ('. 

Mooie, Peler 
Mori.md, ."s H. 
Aloslyn, sir 'I'. 
Mclbnen. Piiiil 
I^eville, hon. It. 
Mortii, nudle\ 
Nugent, lord 
Nownian, \V ni. 
Osbaldeslon, (ieo. 
Cshorne, lord 1’. 
Cssiilston, lorji 
P.irnell, sir H. 

IViisC, Henry 
Pelham, lion. C. A. 
Pelham, hon. G. A. 
Philips, (icorge 
PiggiUt, sir A. 
Ponsonby, rl. hon. G. 
Ponsonhv, hon. F. C. 
Powlctt, hon. W'. 

Pi i(|liJ, lion. F. A. 
Pyiiipl’rancis 
Hashleigh, W'ln. 
Kain-deii, .1. 
Haiuliffe, lord 
Jtidley, sir M. W. 
Koinilly, sir .S. 
Howley, .sir VV. 
Hns.scll, lord C. W. 
Russell, 11. S. 
Sebnglit, sir .fohn 
.Sc ndumorc, Itobt. 

»Se1 ton, uarl of 
Sharp, It. 

Smith. Sarduel 
Smith, Abel ^ 
Smith, Wm. 

Smyth, John H. 
Stanley, lord 
Talbot, II. W. 
Tavistock, marquis 
'I’aylor, C. W. 
Tierney, rt. hon. G. 
Townshend, lofd J. 
Tremayne, .T. H. 
Thompson, ThoS. / 
Warre, J. At 

. i 


W'aldegrave, hn. rapt. tei.lkks. 

W'alpolc, hon. C. Wynii, (k W. 

Wharton, JoJm Caleralt, John 

When the gallery was again op,?’ned, 
lord Folkestone was on his 1^, opposing 
the bringing up of the refiara of the bank 
restrictibn bill. He coneluJJifc by moving, 
that the* House sh ^il a^ yurn. On tlU 
viding Hicrf the adjourn¬ 

ment, tifT; agam^ it, ISU: Mr. Bennet 
afterwards ntoved the j>thcP orders of the 
(lay, with an intention of dividing the 
Hoiise.'Vhen the eliancellor ol tlie exche- 
(jiur consented to postpone the report of 
the bank restriction bill to Wednesday, 
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Tursday, May 7- 

AnniiE.s.s ON TUP. Mauriacf, of thb 
P iiiN’t’E.ss C’n.MJi.orTi:.] The Earl of 
Liverpool rose to move the address to the 
Prince Regent on the subject of tlio mar¬ 
riage of the Princess Cliiirlotte of Wales 
icitli the I’riiflv^ of Saxe t!obourg/ On 
the si’.hject of that rftarriage it was unne- 
cc-'isary for him to say t^ny thing at that 
time': and he should not take up their 
lordships time by any observations except 
th.is, that it v\ as his, and he had syo doubt 
all their lordShips sincere praydl’, thaMhc 
marriage might turn out most satisfactory 
to his royal highness the I’rince Regent, 
most happy to the parties themselves, and 
most beneficial\p the country. He moved, 
therefore, that ak add!ic.ss be presented to 
his royal highne® the Prince Regent to 
congratulate him tfn the marriage of his 
daugliter with prince Leopold of QuhAurg. 

An addiess to that cfle« was agreed to 
ncm. dis. His lordship then’ moved a 
similar address tojicr majesty the ({uecn, 
which was also agreed to in the same 
manner. He next moved that a message 
be sent from tlio IIousc to prince Leo¬ 
pold and the princess' Charlotte, to con¬ 
gratulate them on their marriage, which 
was ordered, 

« F 

CoNSOI-tDATIOV OF THE 

AND Iitisir ExciiEQUEns.^^^^he Mar¬ 
quis of Lnnsdownc ro^..rmrsuant to 
tice, to move for Ae 

on this important subject, stSrd, 

that on an intiijiation being giwen that^'‘t 
was- the intention of mjnistprs »to propose 
the consolidation of the J^rftisb and Irish 
'exch^uers, a noble frientipf his had moved 
that a message be sent 40 the Commons 
for the report of the Commons’ conimiltee, 
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and the various documents presented to 
H; and that to this message the Commons 
had sent no answer. The Commons were 
the Best judges of their own privileges ; 
and as to vj^Vi i»her they had judged right 
or wrong inj^^.is inMance, he ineant to 
give no opinio.'; but certainly it'was in¬ 
convenient, \ejvli.,r!C‘f<jrence to that free 
communication wliich i."reyail be¬ 
tween the two liouses. 'J'he subje'ct was 

one of the most iinnortant that Ir d ever 
come under their loiisliips consiu eratioii 
in consequence of the union with .Ireland ; 
and the more important, because it was in 
vain to conceal, that tlic ofFoct of it tnust 
be to bring upon this country part of the 
burthens of Ireland. It was a measure 
which required the most scrions eonsicle- 
ration; it was impossible that any one 
could wish their lordsliips to come to that 
consideration without the most ample 
means of information before them ; and it 
was for that reason that he now proposed 
an address, praythg the Prmcc Regent to 
order' the papers which coujd not 

procure from tlie Commons to be laid be¬ 
fore their Idrdships. To this he had to 
add two or three other moti(Vis on sub¬ 
jects connected witlr the political as well 
as finatMi^l state of Irelain]. The first 
wa#' a motion for all the penalties and 
fines which had been incurred in Ireland 
during the last three years iu consequence 
of illicit distillation, and of the number of 
those which had been yrnforced in the 
course of the same ^jcriqu. This account, 
he believed, would as.onisb their lord- 
ships, and give them !io small insight icto 
ithc . 85 , y oil as financial state of 

Ireland. Jhe second related to the state 
of the exchange between the two coun¬ 
tries ; and he trusted tifat, at length, some 
common standard of currency would be 
adopted for both couetries. The state of 
the exchange had varied in the course of 
one year about 10 per cent, altering to 
that extent the state of dll contracts be- 
t^ycen the people of the two counties; 
wi^eroj' if th%re had been a common 
swiidarff'ia currency,/th8 difference of 
tffe excha^wwould be necessarily limited 
||^the^r};{peoiiw*e|^ar&ying the precious 
**1“ onecountry to the other, 
third i||piotion was for an account of 
.jllmk of Irer..ndnotesin circulation during 
a certain p/ferjo;!, which must materially 
affijct the course of exchange. Ireland,, 
unfortunately, could notfollo.w th^apid 
advance of Gre«l Britain in adapting its 
revenue to its expenditure; and he fegred 
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that, upon examination, it would be found 
that this was lesr a measure of expediency 
than of absolute necessity. / 

The Earl ot' Liverpool said, be c^tainly 
could have no wish to withhold their 
lordships the infornuition noy< called for 
by‘ the noble marqc is. He had made no 
objection to the mess ige to the Commons; 
and as the requisite information had not 
been procured in that way, he agreed that 
it was desirable to bring it before the 
House in the manner now proposed by 
the noble marquis. Tiie subject was un¬ 
questionably one of the greatest impor¬ 
tance ; and it iv'as essential to the inte¬ 
rests of both countries, but chiefly of Ire¬ 
land, that it should be considered, and 
that some such plan as that now in con¬ 
templation should be adopted. He did 
not di>pute tlie view which the noble mar¬ 
quis had taken of the matter. It had not 
been possible for Ireland, from various 
causes which he need not detail to their 
lordsliips, to keep pace with this coun,try 
in proportioning her revenue to her ex¬ 
penditure ; and he admitted tlia£ the mea¬ 
sure was rather adopted from a principle 
of necessity than clioice. That the carry¬ 
ing of this plan into effect would bp at¬ 
tended with con'siderable inconvenience, 
and that they ought to proceed with cau¬ 
tion, he was ready to allow; and there¬ 
fore, however* desirable or necessary it 
was, he agreed that it was a question re¬ 
quiring the most serious consideration 
and all the inf-irmation that could be pro¬ 
cured on tlie s. r>ject. 

The Earl of Limerick said, he could 
not help rising to express his satisfaction 
at the liberal manner in which this matter 
had been treated by tlie noble marquis 
and the noble ear!; and was convinced 
thaf the knowledge of that liberality and 
candour, and the measures which their 
lordships would adopt in that spirit, w^u'd 
have the best eflTect in Ireland.* f 
The Eari^f Laudprdalc fully agreed in 
the importance of the subject, especially 
as the reslilt roust be, that even in tlie 
present state of this country^ additional 
burthens would by tliis measure be im¬ 
posed on it. It was no doubt, of the ut¬ 
most consequence to both countries that 
a common standard of currency should be 
fixed: butdet their lordshqis consider how 
that was connected with the rcstrictidn of 
cash payments in this icotintry; for as 
bng as that continued there could be no 
Substandard of currency id'cither coun- 
tryi Even while there was a*fixcd,6tan- 
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(fend here, the difference in the rate of 
exwiange had puzzled jnm a^ good deal. 
Th^only legal coin in Ireland was copper; 
and'^ien one considered the difference in 
the qh^itity of copper that went to a 
shilling tVere, and to a shilling here, the 
whole nifuter woul^ perhaps be glear 
enough : the first st/p was to have a fixed 
standard here, whict\inight then easily be 
extended to Ireland; but till there was a 
fixed standard, nothing could be done. 

The several tnotioiis were then put and 
agreed to. 

Wbigiits and Mkasuhes Bill.] 
On the motion for the second reading of 
the above bill, 

Earl Stanhope rose and observed, that 
this was an act for the purpose of pro¬ 
ducing a uniformity in the system of 
weights and measures; and certainly the 
title, showed that the subject was a most 
interesting one. But, if they examined 
the bill itself, they would find, that no 
pfoper attention had been paid to pro¬ 
ducing .nhe effect desired. Before he 
stated his individual opinion on the bill, 
he begged leave to read to their lordships, 
as part of his speech, the sentiments of 
that very able mathematician, Dr. Hut¬ 
ton, on this subject, as contained in a letter 
whicli that learned roan had written to 
him. “ The bill,” he qjjserved, “ ap¬ 
peared to be a most trifling and flimsy 
production—not founded on any rational 
standard, and its subdivi^ons having no 
just relationship to ea^Mothcr. Those 
who formed the bill had^tered the mea¬ 
sures of capacity, the bushel, gallon, quart, 
&c., but the old names weie retained. 
What immense confusion must this system 
of altering the quantities and retaining 
the old names create—and that too with¬ 
out producing any thing useful to the^ub- 
lic, by whom the measures wore to be 
u^d.” fje concluded his letter by adver¬ 
ting to the “ expense, trouble, inconve¬ 
nience, and commoflon, whfth this system 
would produce. And for whafe? Merely 
for the sake of appropriating new quan¬ 
tities to oM names. If the people rAtlly 
wanted new weights and measures, let 
them follow Ute example of a neighbour¬ 
ing nation, formerly our great enemy, 
but now our ally, and adopt a standard 
founded on decimals, subdivided.” lie 
concurred iiuthis opinion; and Iiq would 
u psi'forming his duty to the House* 
and the country, if he ^id not point /ut 
to ^ certain parts of thrill, 
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which, in point of absurdity, exceeded any 
measure that was ever brought before.'*' 
lliem—and that was saying a great Ami, 
considering the curious bills that''were 
sometimes introduced to iVreir notice. 
Before lie adverted«to Ui j,^ienlific part 
of th«? subject, he womWlook to what 
might be called i hg, cop joon clauses •of 
the bill . l^-had »*Jm'terMroni many ma- 
thumiiiic'Ians, add froni^veral very sen¬ 
sible tkadesgien, on this sud)ject, and they 
all toclc nearly the Sdme objections to the 
mcasule. The}'^ pointed out the very in¬ 
considerate manner in which the bill di¬ 
rected that the weights should be made. 
Weights, under .filbs. were to be made of 
brass, copper, or bell metal. Those above 
that quantity were to be formed of cast 
iron which differed more from wrought 
iron than the latter did from steel. But 
it was worth the notice of'the House to 
learn the sort of weights recommended 
for grocers’ shops. Lumps of pure silver 
and gold, of four poundis weight','i^ere to- 
be used for ffte purpose of weighing gro • 
eery’articles Those precious metals 
were to be laid on’ the, grocer's counter, 
exposed to the depredations of any dis¬ 
honest persons who might, enter hia shop. 
There was no reason whateverwhy cast 
iron should'not be made use oOor weights 
of 4 lbs. But the fact was, that those who 
introduced this bill did not understand 
the details. He could inform them, that 
there was a Jnode of casting iron, by 
winch it could nude a.s bard as flint, 
and, therefore, Vas less liable to injury 
and diminution thiSf^rass weights.—There 
was another clause, pj ^wb i ch certain o lfi- 
cers were directed to pnffecof in tne day 
time, to shops and warehoilses for the 
purpose’of examuing the weights. Now, 
what was the penalty where false weights 
were discovered ? If a person were de¬ 
tected in using improper weights or mea¬ 
sures, though he mi^lit have been cheat¬ 
ing the pubiic/or years, and making, bjpi^ 
his frauds, the sum of 4:1. or 5l. a-day— 
sueh an individual was subject ^a,fihe 
not exceeding 2(^., nor less 
this was not all. If a tr^wman wve 
asked to produce hi» wyg ms and mto- 
sures for in.spccti(>n,^ mi glit. jaNd^ e 
visions of this bill, on paying^^i»i^jv of 
51., refuse to suffer them tol§e cxamiVil, 
when called on. By^thi^^ans, instead 
of poitflping .down on Jimr at once, and 
visitUfg him severely ffl his knavery, an 
opportunity was affttrdea him to conceal 
all his false measures; and ho would, of 

c 
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course, be on bis guard when the officers derstand the latter part of the clause v^y 
same again. No mode was pointed out weil—but i|e shfvjld be glad to see Any 
by which the proper officers ^ould be lawyer who could point out to him ume 
knowh. And in his neighbourhood, per- places which were comprehended, or^uld 
sons had a considerable sura of be comprehended within the ^Srds— 

money, by pr^'nding that they were offi- “ where recourse cannot convjpiently be 
cers sent frC^'. London to inspect tlie had to the standardT'; leasure or capacity.” 
^‘eights and when, in ^act, But, though this plar^iof filling a measure 

they had no irathority^."*-**^*^^.—The with water, would drt( where the dispute 
noble earl then^ tdverted' to the e'^idence was about strtick measure, it would not 
of Mr. V/arne, \ bra8s fo*jndc]|I who answer at all, where the contents of 
served country corpra;dions with yeights heaped measure were to be ascertained; 
and measures, fi-ora which it a^/peared because two measures which were the 
that there was, in 1814*, an office in West- same in capacity, might differ very much 
minster, where weights were stamped as to heaps; th,e‘heaps being always in 
without their being placed in the scales proportion to the cubes of the diameter, 
at all. Earl Stanhope said, he bad now' Now, by this bill no distinction whatever 
in his possession several weights stamped was made. The heaps produced by a 
at this office, some of which were too diameter of six, eight, or any other num- 
lieavy and some too light. Those persons her of inches, were all treated as if they 
received Sd. per dozen for marking the were equal. The nohle ‘earl then ob- 
weights, and they did not think it neces- served, that the persons who formed tliis 
sary to'plpce Ih^m in the scale. What a hill, not only differed from others, but 
hardsidp must this inflict on an honest from tliemselvcs. In the report on tiie 
tradesman, who, withou^'^ knowing the subject, tlic following pass.age would he 
fact, became possessed of one of' tliose (omul—“ It appears to your cdlnmittee, 
liglit weights! It not only subjected him that the great causes of the inaeciiraciejs 
to a penalty, but it tended to ynpcaeli his* that have prevailed have arisen from the 
character. This bill, hoivcvcr, proposed want of a fixed standard in nature.' Now 
to eonticuLC those persons in the same one would think, hfter having stated this, 
office, an^with the same aiuhority they that they would make some exertions to 
at present possessed, as if no ne»v enact- discover a fixed standard. They had, 
ment were made. It was curious, how- however, done tio such thing; they merely 
ever, to remark, that this'measure went stated, as the opinion of the committee, 
to repeal 55 acts of parHament, on the that the space between two points, marked 
subject of weights.'and* measures—and, i on a certain brass rod, was a yard. Our 
amongst the rest, it rejK*’.iIcd the very act, ' ancestors had t^vjlittle science, that to form 
under which the offic''''in Westminster was an inch, they if^jok three barley corns, and 
esf’h'’"'’‘'d,^ Witl“*respect to the altera- placed them end-ways, which they called 
tions contemplafed hy the bill, the first by that denomination. One hundred and 
was reducing the gallon measure, which eight of these barley corns went to m&ke 
now consisted of 282 ctd)ic inches,to 276, a yard. This was the whole science on 
but still retaining the thrm gallon, quart, which our measures were founded—and 
and pint. So that wijcn a man called for this was the standard recognised by the 
a pint of beer, and received this reduced present bill.—The noble earl then pointed 
measure, he would immediately complain out several errors in the calcxlations of 
that he was cheated. Thk mistake could those who hf^d formed the bill, particularly 
not occur, if the denomination, as well as with respect to the vibration of the pen- 
tHV. q^ntity were changed. In that dase dulum, and paid a high compliment to the 
an/^f^v.W .1 would uivderstand what he system of weights and measures esta- 
wj 8 about.V-Now he came to a very ex- bli^ed in France, which was'ibunded on 
clrnse^Thdegd. The clause an invariable standard—a standard which 
Bett&ryir»hat ** i^-all cases of dispute, 10,000 years hence would remain as it was 
res9jdfmgVAe correctness of any measure at present. In conclusion, the noble earl 
o^^apacity)} arising in a p]ace where re- moved, “That the bill be read a second 
course carmoh&onv^eniently be had to the time this day six months.” 
standard mealuM; of capacity,*'fimn the Lori MelviUe agreed Ubat the subject 
measure Was togilj filled with wathic, and ^wms of too much importance for tneir 
w’eighed, which'.will at once prove wlie- l^dslfips to proceed upon without much 
ther it is true or hot.” Now he could^un- betfefr information: but someAregulation 
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oil the subject was exceedingly wanted, 
anc^e knew that in the ■northern part of 
the wland the most excessive *inconveni- 
enc^rose from the want of a fixed uni¬ 
form aiandard. By tlie act of Union tlicy 
M'ere t^^ave the same standard as Eng¬ 
land, andVrhen tbcyjpoked to England 
for the standard. tli^ found none. *IIe 
had also to say, thatfarofessor Playfair, of 
Edinburgh, and anorber eminent mathe¬ 
matician, appeared to approve of tl)o 
principles of the bill. 

The Marquis of Lansdowne observed, 
that the proper mode of proceeding would 
be to move an address i^or a reference of 
the matter to scientific men, who might 
consider the matter and report on their 
responsibility, and the legislature might 
then proceed on the foundation of that 
report. He did not understand that pro¬ 
fessor Playfair approved of the bill as it 
stood. 

EaVl Stanhope said, that professor Play¬ 
fair had olfered three criterions—the ba- 
Toaieter, the French method, and the 
ncndulun|: but they had not examined 
him properly. It was not using a roan 
of science fairly not to go on with him, 
that he might be enabled to explain his 
ideal prt^erly. Let thjem send men of 
science to him, and he w'ould examine 
them. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill 
was accordingly thrown odt. 


.siiould be protected from the dangers at¬ 
tending such a system, and that the hank 
should be rendered liable for every forgen 


lorge^ 


HOUSE OF COAIMONS. 

Tuesdaijt m\j7. 

Forged Notes.3 MrV^cst, from the 
Bank of England, presented “ An account 
kO^the total nominal value of such Bank 
Notes presented at the Bank of Plngland, 
and paid, as afterwards proved to be for¬ 
geries, from the 1st of January 181^ to 
the 30th of April 1816.” 

general Thornton moved, “that the said 
account Be printed,” at the same time 
observing, with vesppet to the number of 
forged notes, that tlic evil had risen to an 
enormous magnitude, which denfanded the 
immediate^ interference of parliament. 
The number of forged notes refused dur¬ 
ing the last year, amounted to 29,0001.; 
and calculating from the surprising num¬ 
bers that during the present year had been 
already presented at the bank, he thought 
it fair to estimate those of the entire year 
at no less a sum dian 30,000/. He thought 
that when the public were compelled ^ 
take bank notes in every payment^ J^y 

) 


committed on their notes. 

Mr. IV. Smith had long thought Ivith 
the hon. general, that it h-ardship, 

when tl\e public weA; coi^T'telled to take 
the notes of the bank, to m''^(c them suffer 
for forgeries,, vvhich^jit,^*'"' ivimpossible fo> 
tlieui comj^sion, with re¬ 

spect tfc the baiiK, wouldr be immediately 
attendAl wifli the nm'<t enornraus influx 
of forg*! notes; so >lfat there w,is no pro¬ 
portion between the existing evil, and the 


existing 
whicli a remedy would be 


portion 
mUcliief with 
atteruletl 

Mr. Cuixvni was of opinion, that the 
bank should be rendered liable for all 
foygeries ii> the hands of innocent holders. 


Copy of llie yxsolution of the C 
Directors, October 1797, 


IlESOLUTtON OF TIIF, BaNK OF ENG¬ 
LAND RESPECTING CASH PAYMENTS.] 

Mr. Best, from the Bank of England, 
pre.scnted the following 

Court of 
on the 

State of the Affairs of the Bank, and 
their ability to resume I%yments in 
Ca>h. ' 

At an adjourned Court of Directors 
at the Bank, on Fridnj^ie 27tli 
October 1797;— 

The subject of the Restriction Bill, 
passed in the *Slast session of parliament, 
being considered!; “ Resolved, that it is 
the opinion of thK col"U, that the governor 
and company of fW bank of England are 
abje to issue specid’sin any manner that 
may be deemed nece^Hr v for 
i modation of the public; and’ the court 
have no hesitation to declare, that the 
affairs of the bankmre in such a state, that 
it can, with safety,' resume its accustomed 
functions, if the political circumstances of 
the country do not render it inexpedient; 
but the directors deeming it foreign to 
their province •■to judge pf these points, 
wish to submit to the wisdom of parlia¬ 
ment, whether, as it has byen once jud^d 
proper to lay a restriction on ^jH^ltSifej^of 
the bank in cash, it may ojj^ay not th 
prudent to continue fri3 saw^ .. Ti 

Motion for appointin' a 
mittee' respecting Publ^OffiCes.] 
Lord Althorp rose, pu^^suo/'/to notice, to 
submit;inhotion to the on the sub¬ 

ject eft the increase or/nimiuution in the 
number or amount oi salaries a&d 


jr 

A ‘trow- 
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emoluments of diScrent public offices. 

,,^He was aware that it was not to small 
»c*vings that the House was to look for 
ai^benehcial effect on the finances; but 
it was du(^o the people to show them that 
all that wasife ed frpm them by taxes was 
expended ftMltheir advantage. ‘He was 
aot, howeverj^onvinced, that by an accu¬ 
rate inquiry iUo'tiT?w ;^lLC,pxD cndrtU're a 
large saving ntiilu notVe ni3'ueiv It was 


offices, without going into the que 
of patent pfficeS| because that subjei 


needless to'^prcs^economy pn thi atten¬ 
tion of the Hous^\>r to press til! claims 
which the urgent ncc^sities of thecountry 
had on their attention, but he could assure 
the House that it was from a strong feel¬ 
ing on the subject that he had been in¬ 
duced to come forward with his present 
motion. When on a former occasion ^he 
liad presented a petition against the pro¬ 
perty tax, fle had recommended as strongly 
as he could an inquiry into the expendi¬ 
ture of the public departm'cnts, and he had 
alluded to one or two offices, which, from 
his o^Hi*'knowledge, he could say were 
perfectly useless. He h^then said, that 
if his majesty’s ministerie^C’cre disposed to 
enter upoQ the ^ investigation of useless 
offices, they would be thd fittest personc 
to undertake it. He had ndt, however, 
found them inclined to act upon that 
advice,**hwither had he ever been very 
sanguine in his hopes from them, espe¬ 
cially from the way in which the proposi¬ 
tion had been received. . He had been 
convinced that retrenchment w'as practi¬ 
cable, and findingj:hat ./otliing had been 
done, he had thought/roper to biing the 
question before the J^ouse, that he might 
no t have been sunpjsed to have made^iis 
IremarEsTunuu'rsoculy. To conduce to the 
better understanding of his observations, 
he should state the nature of tiie motion 
with which he meant to conclude'; it was 
for a committee to examine and consider 
the increase or dimiflution of salaries and 
emoluments of different public offices since 
-the year 1798, and to report what mea- 
I sures might be adopted to make further 
ductions in the salaries of public offices 
;*(jSifc<^f‘trim'fent to the public service, 
e did na^ropose to Extend the commit- 
[ve to IrelS^fi, bettuise it would be better 
apjj ^t a committee, to inquire 

of that part 
oC^lie uni^ kingdom. lie was convinced, 
^from expe^mce, that thSre were some 
offices so iiiwr^ti^c, that the ptiUic busi¬ 
ness would ba'^onc quite as^ell if*i 
they were abolijTjJd. He should popose 
tliat the commmj^e should report all such 
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been already discussed by the com 
of 1806, and because he believed 
agreed that those offices shouj^not be 
abolished during the lives of present 
occupiers. He pt^oSed this, not from 
any partiality to tlose offices, because 
there was no one n^re eager than he was 
for their abolition. The reasons which he 
should urge to the House for inducing 
them to accede to his motion, were, tliat 
frequent inquiries into the public expen¬ 
diture had been of the greatest service, by 
repressing the abuses which, without such 
a check, were lilcely to arise. In 1786, a 
parliamentary commission had been ap¬ 
pointed, in consequence of which some 
very valuable regulations had been adopt¬ 
ed. In 1797 a committee had been ap¬ 
pointed, which went through a laborious, 
and satisfactory investigation. In 1806, a 
committee had been again appointed, 
which had inquired into and almost ex¬ 
hausted tlic question of sinecures, jqd 
reversions, but it had not inqtiii-cd into 
the state of many offices, such as the 
admiralty and secretary of state’s offices, 
which therefore had not been examined 
for nearly twenty years. Notwithstanding 
the pledge which had been given on the 
subject of economy, no one step had been 
taken to put, it in practice. The only 
argument which he anticipated against his 
motion was, that a commission had been 
appointed by,|,the treasury, composed of 
his noble friey^’? (lord Binning) and two 
right honour{^,.0 gentlemen ; and that this 
commission was better calculated to in¬ 
quire effectually into the subject than a 
committee of the House. He saw, how¬ 
ever, by the minute which constituted this 
commission, that it was only empowered 
to 'inquire into offices which had been 
created since 1798; but it was as neces¬ 
sary to inquire into other offices as Into 
these new establishments. Besides, though 
the commissioners \tere very respectable 
persons, Jie did not like the time of its 
appointn)t.nt, or the auspices under which 
it Ivas appointed. The minute which con¬ 
stituted the commission was dated two 
days after he had given notice of his mo¬ 
tion [Hear, hear!]. Though it could not 
be a discovery of his tiiat a saving might 
be made in the public offices, yet before 
that qptice had been givea no step had 
been taken towards it. If the commission 
^8 necessary, ^it should have been ap- 
pneted before; if it was not i\gcessary, it 
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sboub not have been appointed at all. 
Meitnr could he have any^onfidence ina 
comnwsion appointed by ministers who 
had 8i||wn such a wanton disregard of 
economyN^ the increase of salaries, and 
unexaroplcc^stablishments, and who had 
made not even a sho^^f retrenchment, 
until it had been forifed upon them by 
the votes of the Hous(\ As the ministers 
would not do their dut^y-ht? hoped the 
House would not be unmindful of its own. 
He should therefore move, “ That a select 
committee be appointed to examine and 
consider what increase or diminution bus 
taken place since the yfijir 179S in the 
number or the amount of the salaries and 
emoluments of different public offices, and 
from time to time, with all convenient 
dispatch, to report what farther measures 
can be adopted for diminishing the 
amount of such salaries and emoluments, 
without detriment to the public service.” 

The Chancellor the Exchequer said, 
that the noble lord had expressed his sen* 
timents with great clearness and propriety, 
and the bffiy question was as to the best 
mode to be pursued. He did not think 
that the noble lord had stated any lUason 
whatever for taking the management and 
direetTon of the public offices out of the 
hands of liis majesty’s ministers, which 
would not go the length of changing the 
whole administration itself.* The noble 
lord had not stated any circumstances of 
just suspicion; but he had told the House, 
that no reduction had been made by 
government. He trusted, \hpwever, that, 
'before lie sat down, he sho'^ be able to 
convince them that the noble lord was 
completely mistaken. The noble lord 
ifethmoved for a committee to inquire into 
tbe increase and diminution of the salaries 
in public offices since the year 1798. 
Now, for tlie purpose of inquiring intotliis 
matter, the appointment of a committee 
was perfectly superfluous, as a return had 
been regularly made to parliament in each 
year. From June 178^, down to the pre¬ 
sent period, repeated commissions, or 
committees had been appointed, either bj^ 
the Crown of parliament, to make inquiry. 
In 1797 a committee was appointed, over 
which tbe first person in that House 
(tbe Speaker) presided, in the first in¬ 
stance, with a view of inquiring into the 
.state of the public revenue, and of the 
national debt;*bwt their inquiries were 
afterwards extended over the different* 
public offices, and for two.or three ybar/ 
they coQtiotted to make reports. A coyi 
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roittee was subsequently appointed,' on the 
recommendation of an hon. friend of hi^ 
(Mr. Banks), with a view of ascertaining 
the extent to which the committee'^' 
1797 bad proceeded, and labours 

under the conduct of his he*, friend very 
importanl benefits had been A'-ived^ Now, 
presuimit^ for a moraga^j@fm;h, however,'* 
be (Ha not that H!c labours of 

these cijfemittefs^ had produced an 
actual s^ing the crfmtfy, they had 
operatecuat least to jpifevent the growth 
and incr^se of the establishments. There 
could bo no doubt that if they had not 
be(;n appointed, there would have been 
a very considerable increase. Considering, 
therefore, the present circumstances of 
the .country.. v( iih reference to the times 
ill which those committees had been ap¬ 
pointed, be thought the motion of the 
noble lord quite unnecessary. In his 
opinion, it would be much better to leave 
tlie inquiry in the liands of those' who 
were re.sponsiblc for the dissharge of their 
duties. He would ^bcg the House to judge 
what practical gf>od 'could be derived 
from inquiry into these raattersi at so late 
a'period of t4e session. If the House were 
to accede to the motion of the noble 
lord, it would then be a just rea^n for 
ministers to say, parliament having taken 
the direction into their own hands, it is 
not for us to make reductions—it is not 
for us to prejudge the decisions of the 
House, it is our\business to wait for tlie 
report of the comeutteevind to obey such 
instructions as thclHouse may give us. 
He jvould leave the iS<mse to judge what 
probability there was rSat q py^.nc atttiaal 
advantage could be obtained in'the present 
year from such a course of proceeding. 
With regard to the* pledge to which the 
noble lord had refefred, it would remain 
in full force on the reiqionsibility of minis¬ 
ters, if that responsibility should not be 
removed by the interference of parliament. 
He had said, thatv before he sat down, he 
would show that they bad not been un¬ 
mindful of that pledge, nos neglectful oT 
the duties which it, imposed 
He would endeavour to epw^'mee th(7 
House that they had ddHe tjic4 bc^, and^ 
it would then remain 4or 
determine whether they could Wve ^^b*<^e 
better, it should be always in mind, 
that, after an expensive svar '^'toventy-five 
years, tb^^tabhshmentc»^d'not at once 
6e alteti^; the reduction 
and the House would 
had npw a revenue of 70;^ 


ist be gradual; 
Blect that we 
)0,000^. to ma- 
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vice to be retained. Under these flirec- 


nage and collect; which was fourfold the 
amount of our expenditure previous to the 
•■yar. •The principle of reduction must 
always be the same, whether it came from 
the rccOtf mendation of a committee, or 
from the dAy 3 ::tioiiiand management of the 
Crowq. Tl)fe noble lord woulcHod, that 
•’ since the jlp(J 4 ce,.j'reatcr rcdut/,ipns had 
been made ^haiTat of a ./arin 

any preoedin^period. ^4sfoT:i>. increase 
of salary in fche'^fvenue lA/arJsj he could 
only say, that it liad been long i^ contem¬ 
plation, and was only suspended-in conse¬ 
quence of the expense attending the war. 
What he wished then to state was, the 
reductions wiiich had actually taken place, 
in order that the House might consider 
whether it would not be njpie advanta¬ 
geous to leave the inquiry in the hands 
of government. He should tire the Hous-e 
if he were to go through all the details : 
connected with this subject, and would : 
therefore pas,s over the office of secretary ' 
of sjtatei the Cflinmamler-in-chief, and the 
war-office. As to ih^ agent-generars i 
office for the locdl imiitia, it Had been 
abolished# In tltc de|)artmcnt of tlie pay¬ 
master-general there bud been a reduciion 
of 37,000/.; in the commissariat, l'i',000/. 
The Mrrack department was ordered to 
be reduced one-half. In the navy office, 
the reductions amounted to 400,0(X)/.; in 
the victualling office, to 25,000/. The 
transport office was eytirely abolished. 
Having stated these faats, it appeared to 
him that the on\y object of appointing a 
committee would bey to inquire into the 
reductions which have been effected. 
JTbiSL. committed on former occalions 
seldom look* upon themselves to recom¬ 
mend reductions till after examination of 


the several persons oniployed'in the dif¬ 
ferent departments. ‘Now, by leaving the 
reductions in the hgnds of goverument, it 
was probable that they would be carried 
to a considerable Extent during the course 
of the year; but very lit/lp could be done 
by a committee, as their operations would 
s^spendedtby a prorogation of parlia- 
rd could no^ be renewed till the 
opening W^another session. This was a 
irery FiataJal sffivantage which the com- 
lisail&ef s c hosegby ministers would have 
ai1J{ committee the House could 
select. Ij^ the time of^ appoiating that 
commissitn^drcijdar letters were sent to 
the heads of oi^’erent departraW^, direct¬ 
ing them to Avott to the treaty whtft 
l eductioos cOlu^ be made, and what was 
indispensably ^cessary for the pubUc ser- 
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tions several reductions had beent.nade, 
and more would be effected. He:,felt it 
necessary, however, to observe, tlj,'*t, pre¬ 
vious to the appointment of thoy/Tcommis¬ 
sioners, many of the reductiq;;.s which he 
lyid mentioned k-^l either taken place, or 
been ordered ; antg this, it would be re¬ 
membered, was sj^ted by his noble friend 
(lord Castlorea ^'^) in the month of March 
last. For these reasons, therefore, he 
thought the present motion quite super¬ 
fluous, and should take the liberty of 
moving the previous question. 

Lord Milton observed upon the recom¬ 
mendation of the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer to leave this subject in the hands of 
government,-and to rely entirely upon its 
disposition to economy and retrenchment. 
But he should be glad to know the grounds 
upon which such confidence was claimed. 
If the House had relied upon the disposi¬ 
tion of goverument towards retrenchment, 
would tlie property tax liure been re¬ 
jected ? Would the military and ordnance 
estimates have been reduced Jbelow the 
scale at which they were drawn up in the 
first instance I The chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer liad 110 doubt stated that a reduc¬ 
tion to the auiu'jnt of'100,(XX)/. had. taken 
place in the naval department, and for this 
reduction the right hon. gentleman and his 
colleagues were entitled to his thanks. 
But tlien it must be recollected that all 
this reduction applied to underlings in 
office. For tlie salary of no one in the 
higher depail ^.ents of official service had 
been toucliw.- No—not one brunch of 
any high family, nor any member of that 
House, liad had his salary or emoluments 
in the slightest degree reduced. *■ 

amidst all tlie professions of economy it 
was not deemed expedient, in any instance, 
t($ lose sight of ministerial influence—that 
inlSuence which Mr. Burke in hiswonderful 
speech in 1780 so ably exposed^^ was steadily 
kept in view. The various reforms which 
that great^ man sought to establish, but 
which his endeavours to attain, were still to 
be looked for. And if those reforms were so 
desirable, in Mr. Burke’s judgment, with a 
view to diminish the public burthens at the 
close of the American war, how much 
more desirable were they at present, when 
those burthens pressed with such aggra¬ 
vated weight—when the distress of our 
agricultural interest was considered, which 
distress was in no degree relieved by the 
\at& lamentable rise in the price of corn; 
w that rise was one of the j^onsequences 
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of the^ublic calamity. In order to pro¬ 
mote t|e reforms alluded to he was an 
advocaA for the appointment of a com¬ 
mittee (^inquiry. The right hon. gentle¬ 
men, howN^r, opposed this proposition, 
and upon vel^ extraordinary grounds, for 
instance, lest such a O'Jmmittee should 
supersede the commis^n nominated by 
the treasury. But whe.'g would be the 
liarm if even such a sup...t:Asion took 
place ? fur the members of this commis¬ 
sion might be introduced into the pro¬ 
posed committee. Nay, the chancellor of 
the exchequer might contrive to have half 
a dozen more of his friends Appointed upon 
that committee, who might adduce all the 
information they could derive from their 
connexion with government, and thereby 
point out the fox for the other hounds 
to follow [a laugh]. But, upon the 
whole, the appointment of this commission 
was extremely suspicious, for this appoint¬ 
ment had taken place witiiin a day or two 
after ^his noble friend gave notice of this 
motion. This, unfortunately for the credit 
of those wiiS made the appointment, was 
evident from the date of the treasury 
minute upon the subject. The appoint¬ 
ment of this commission, then, it was fair 
to infer*was suggested, or nt*least hastened, 
by the proceeding of his noble friend, and 
it was not unfair to suspect that the object 
of that appointment was, to prevent a com¬ 
mittee; that, indeed, ii was intended as a 
mere delusion, to avert an edectual inquiry 
by a committee of that IIousOj The coun¬ 
try could not”^ there fore repl^ any confi¬ 
dence in the proceedings oi ^ch a com¬ 
mission, and if the House did not adopt 
Jiis no ble friend’s motion, it was easy to 
<?!SSI!lide what their constituents would 
think of them. If after the number of 
petitions presented to that House, stating 
the distress of the country, and earnestly 
prayii^ for retrenchment and economy. 

It should be* found that the House bad 
only in one instance ^no doubt a very 
important one), evinced any attention to 
those petitions, what opinion wdt'e the 
people likely to entertain ? When it was 
mund that no Considerable reduction haa 
taken place in the public expenditure in 
compliance with these petitions, and that 
all that was done with a view to reduction, 
was the appointment by ministers them¬ 
selves of a commission to inquire into any 
unnecessary expenditure in their own 
offices, the people would surely have reason . 
to murmur. If that House wished*to*) 
satisfy the country, it should appoint'^ 


committee of its own to inquire into this 
important subject; and still more, as the^ 
existing commission was not to extend }^r 
inquiry to any of the higher offices of state. 
Among those offices it was notnoJus that 
reduction was very deoirabloi and practi¬ 
cable. For instance, the salary enjoyed 
by soraq rff the puisne Inrdit M' the admi¬ 
ralty duglit to tio- vedlfced. jit least their 
case was %ch as ♦/call for,mquiry. But 
this was incase 4t'hich the confmission was 
not, it sheared, at pti to consider, for 
such con^deration might interfere with 
ministerial influence. The chancellor of 
the excheqqer was no doubt as well dis¬ 
posed to economy as any other person 
likely to occupy his office; but with all 
his disposition, to economy, when opposed 
by influence, he apprehended that the 
right hon. gentleman’s economic disposi¬ 
tion would yield. For the influence of the 
Crown was too powerful for the right hon. 
gentleman to withstand. That influence 
had indeed grown of late»}'ears to,an 
enormous height. There was not, perhaps, 
a private family in ttle kingdom which had 
not occasion to say, “ *tliank you,” to the 
cofhraander in, chief, for granting a com¬ 
mission or promotion to some of its younger 
branches. But this was only onq,,^ the 
many means by*which the influence of the 
Crown had been of late years so mudi 
advanced. He did not mean to say that 
the government should have no influence, 
but he thought that its influence should 
depend upon its rewect^ility of charac¬ 
ter and conduct, insn^d of resulting from 
favoiy or corruptionS,^ut if ministers 
were not to resort to favh%?r oj p^ duc. irv,. 
fluence, he apprehended thattne attend¬ 
ance of their partizans upon an occasion of 
this naturp would imt be so numerous. 
[[Here lord Castlerfiagh looked at the 
benches behind him, w^icb were not very 
full.] The noble secretary might look 
round him, but no doulbt the attendance 
of his supporter:^ would be numerous 
enough by-and-by, when the House was 
about lo divide. Among tint attendiyaceJ 
too, there could be t\o apprebenarJu 
the puisne lords of the admiralty wouldq 
not be found. Henqg tile sala/ies^pf all ^ 
these lords would be le4 untoueb^^,^ 
the existing treasury comrauisi$;n. MX 
Burke had* once observed, that revolt 
of thirteen bedchamber Icyds.'peuid alarm 
ministers^Ote than the re- |elt*of thirteen 
j^coloniesi^nd the present .h.‘inisters would 
no doubt feel it inexnediecWb provoke the 
revolt the pvtisne lords o|we admiralty, 
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or any of their supporters in that House. 
Therefore, an inquiry with a view to reduce 
''vany salaries or emoluments enjoyed by 
those members, should not be left to the 
conduot^of ministers. The House itself 
should uGtrUtake^such inquiry, or it could 
not be efltf<tual to the end in view. If 
# left to thevteasury, there migl»t be some 
scraps of s&v7mfTn~A minyr offic es, hut the 
House migl\^rely upa^li liiarvo attempt 
would, be omle to reu,jce ^ly of the 
sources of min^terial influelce. The 
House, in order to appreciate the character 
of ministers, and the sincerity of their 
professions of economy, should recollect 
that no measure of economy was actually 
taken until they were deprived of the 
means of expense by the rejection of 
the property tax [Hear, hear!]. A*s the 
House then had set those ministers one 
great example, let it only set them another 
example, and they would be obliged to go 
still farther in actual economy. They 
would do-so..no doubt with a view to say 
“ see, we are as good as you—we are 
ready to go with yoit^tep by stdp.*’ For 
those minister^ were heard now to say^— 
“ You desired inquiry, ^nd we have ap¬ 
pointed a commission for *the purpose.'* 
But with this commission he was by no 
mean^atished, nor did he think it calcu¬ 
lated to afford any satisfaction to the 
country. The commissioners were not, to 
be sure, in place. ^The noble lord 
(Binning) was not yet a placeman ; but 
then the nobl^lord.bad some sort of 
honorary connexion^ith the government. 
To-use an expres^ii^ of Mr. Burke, the 
nob le lord was jpl^ed in that politic!?! hot- 
fTbetTw'flfenlit'vvas hoped to ripen him into 
somethhig more effective fur the public 
service. The Home could'not expect 
that such a commission woufd institute 
any very rigid inquiry into the expense 
of any public department. It would, in¬ 
deed, be absurd to indulge such an expec¬ 
tation. Therefore thc^House should, for 
its own credit, and for the satisfaction of 
its constituqpts, take the subject Into its 
^l^ds, and i^point a committee, 
agreeably to the motion of his noble friend. 

Lvd TH^ining said, that as to the case 
retg||£:ting the kardrof the admiralty, he 
^ uld'wfer'^lm noble lord to his noble 
lend ti^o had made the motion, who was 


side of the House. That noble lordivould, 
he dared to say, tell his noble friera, that 
when in office bis votes were not inuuenced 
by any spirit of corruption. \^y, then, 
should the noble lord imagine^/!ifat such a 
spirit influenced the condqct^ other indi- 
yiduals? Withv£spect to tne commission 
of which he had tue honour to be a mem¬ 
ber, he would Ofily say, let the result of 
the labours q£r'^wt commission speak for 
itself. He could assure the House, that 
he entered into that commission, as he 
came to the discussion of the present 
question, with as strong an impression of 
the necessity of economy, and as livclj' a 
sympathy for*the distresses of the people, 
as any individual could possibly entertain. 
He remarked upon the inconsistency of 
the gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, who, while they uniformly main¬ 
tained heretofore that government was 
bound to institute inquiry, and promote 
reform in every branch of the public ex¬ 
penditure, and who argued that govern¬ 
ment was most competent to prodifbe an 
effectual reform, to which ministers were 
pledged by tl>e llegent's speech at the 
opening of the session, now loudly ob¬ 
jected to an inquiry instituted by that very 
government. «Now, forsooth, thdse gen¬ 
tlemen held quite a different language 
from that which the House had always 
heard from them, previous to this evening. 
How would the country appreciate such 
inconsistency ? The very gentlemen who 
constantly called upon ministers to inquire 
and reforml Aow complained of those mi¬ 
nisters for implying with their call. Mi¬ 
nisters hau appointed a commission of 
inquiry, but those gentlemen said—“ We 
do not like this inquiry—it is 
forward under unfavourable auspices-— 
do not wait for the result of its labours— 
do not repose any confidence in the go¬ 
vernment that has appointed it and yet, 
without confidence, it would,be im{?bssible 
for any government to go on. But those 
gen llemebj^ would* deprive government of 
any degree of confidence, and w'ould 
transfer to a committee of that House, an 
h'nquiry, instituted by a commission, which 
was assured of the co-operation of the 
heads of every public department, and 
which had therefore the best opportunity 
of obtaining every necessary information. 


doubt, when 
from motive 
by which h^ 


ISO compi^t^t to afford any necessary infor- | The rational part of the public would, he 
xnation up^.tfie suWeet, and who, no ha^ no doubt, disappr^ove of a proposition, 
lord of the trearary, act^d j which he trusted that House would de- 
' ite as honourable as those\ cidedly reject. He was an advocate for 
actuated on the other | ^e most jealous inquiry i^^to the public 



S2i] fi Committee respecting Pullic O^ccs. IMat 7, 1816. fS2^ 


exfienditure. In that spirit he would 
in^ed conduct himself ia the commission, 
for !the result of whose investigations he 
trusted that House would wait, before it 
decided^ upon the character of thttt com¬ 
mission. "sSfhe House would also, he had 
no doubt, in its cand Jiir, give due credit 
to the disposition of^ government towards 
economy, from whafVt had already done 
to prove its sincerity. N'.*W1 regard to the 
proceedings of the commission, it naturally 
commenced its operation by inquiry into 
the offices created in consequence of the 
war. This was a course of which he 
thought no rational man*sou!d disapprove. 
For it was, in the first instance, material 
to ascertain whether, on the conclusion of 
pe ace, any of those offices could be dis- 

f ensed with, or their emoluments reduced. 

n looking to this point, it was obviously 
necessary to cofisider what duties were to 
be performed in the several offices; and 
who so competent to afford adequate infor¬ 
mation as tlic beads of ihose offices, who 
co-operated with the commission ? The 
commission did not propose to inquire 
into the salaries or eniohunents of the high 
officers of the state, because the chmmis- 
sioners felt that ministers were themselves 
the nest judges. These Salaries and emo¬ 
luments were, indeed, matter of notoriety', 
and it was open to any member to bring 
forward a specific motitvn respecting 
them. For instance, it was open to the 
noble lord, or any other member, to sub¬ 
mit a motion with respec^ to the salaries 
of the puisne lords of the admiralty, of 
which so much had been ^«id, and the 
House could judge of the case upon its 
own merits. But it was not proposed to 
S5Tcnd the inquiries of the commission to 
subjects of that nature. As to the date of 
the commission, he could not speak* {yc- 
cisely us to the noble mover’s assertion. 
But^he was enabled to say, that long be¬ 
fore the trtfiisury minute upon this subject 
was dated, circular letters weije addressed 
by the treasury to the heads of the several 
public departments, desiring a fetnrn of 
what reductions might be made in ihyir 
ofiices consistently with the due discharge 
of public business, and whether any offices 
could be conveniently suppressed. This 
fact served to demonkratc the economic 
disposition of government, and that that 
^sposition was not suggested by the no¬ 
tice, or by any*sneech of the noble ntover. 
Therefore the allegation of the noble lorc^ 
who spoke last, was not’correct. *Put, 
notm^ster riin^^ ^e high ground whfch 


that noble lord had taken, no doubt with a 
view to produce an impression out of do^s, 
he would ask, whether he could scri^flsly 
think that any practicable reduction in the 
expenditure of the public^,, .*uld produce 
any material diminution o,j^the taxes of the 
country? 'fhe noble lord^ho spoke la^ 
hatfiiisisted that t^f* *>oject of govern¬ 
ment w'*"’, rciain all the influence in 
their ;l[)wer. (lord B.),did l!>ihk, that 
when *10 stfjfed what had been'done, tie 
noble "ord might think he had gone too 
far in that swcejiing accusation. He did 
assure the 11 ou&e, that many offices had 
been reduced that were productive of 
much and exteusive influence, and be was 
not ashamed to say, that the reduction had 
been a most painful ettbrt;—he meant in 
consideration of the distress it occasioned 
to many industrious individuals; fur be 
was not stoic enough not to think that any 
circumstance which was the means of de¬ 
priving persons of a subsistence, who, in 
the state of things whicTi then eitistcd, 
had cyery reason tp look for a conti¬ 
nuance, was in 'bx’lf higlily unpleasant. 
Mr. Burke li^il most trTlly observed, that 
parsimony had much of the quality of un- 
kindnes.s, and that retrenchment ever fell 
sorncwliore Oji a punishment: n6i¥9thelcs8 
he admitted the necessity of tliese retrench¬ 
ments, how painful soever they might he. 
He agreed that the honour of parliament 
ought to be as dear to ministers as any 
consideration whatever, and that every 
practical economy shoftid be carried into 
effect. He bad stated that the govern- 
miint of the country had put themselves 
on their trial in this questie-Aj „..d hg Was 
convinced that they would redeem the 
pledge that hgd been given. The noble 
lord concluded wit^ expressing his ioten- 
tion not to give a direct negative to the 
motion, since he approved of inquiry, but 
to vote for the previous question proposed 
by the chancellor of the cxcliequer. 

Mr. said, that much as ha 

wasjjeforc dispose'd to concur in the mo¬ 
tion of his nohle friend, afid in the a^jp- 
ments urged in supjiort ot that motion^ f» 
was still more inclined to that^oncurrencp 
after having heard tbe^peccif^of ft'*^nobI? 
lord who spoke last, fdr &tissui>Af 
inents more tending to thesi^portof a 
motion which they were inlo,^ided to op¬ 
pose, he ^ad not ofteA hstordVithin the 
.walls of “that House, The ^oble lord, with 
much apparent .simplicity had asked what 
reason there was for di^usting the go¬ 
vernment ? Had they rift pledged them- 
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selves to carry into effect the most 
rieorous retrenchment? He would answer, 
they had indeed given pledges, but 
they had not redeemed them, and there¬ 
fore it wA^^at he should support the 
motion of liis*^jiobIe' friend. They had 
talked of econ^'jiy and retrenchment, but 
they had done hq^hing^Hear, heaVdfrom 
the ministerial benche^—Why,jivha{‘had 
they done? Would they^nture^tfc: allude 
tA their £9110(1 attempt t^'^incre^jC the 
sauiries of the two secretaries of th'S admi¬ 
ralty ? Or to their actual increase of the 
salaries of the commissioners of excise and 
customs ? An increase which had taken 
place at a moment when every ground for 
such a proceeding was absolutely cut from 
beneath their feet; when the burthens,of 
the country were most oppressive, and 
when there was neither an overflowing 
treasury, nor any augmentation in the 
articles of subsistence. With facts like 
these before the House, what use was it 
to talk of pledges ? Three whole months 
liad elapsed, since the meeting of parlia¬ 
ment, and not one 'r(tt- enchmeut of any 
importance-had yet taken place, fllear, 
hear! from the ministerial benches.] The 
hon. gentlemen opposite, by their cheer- 
ing, doujgd his assertion, and upon that 
point, he and his friends were at issue 
with them, and were willing to rest the 
whole merit of the present question. 
There was now on the table of the House, 
an account showing the progress which 
had^ been made in/.he increase and dimi¬ 
nution of tlie public offices, and the sala¬ 
ries annexed to them; and the first thmg 
which eygited^his attention upon examin¬ 
ing that account was, that a total increase, 
to the amount of 136,000/. had taken 
place. The public ware ourtheqed with 
that sum, in addition td what they already 
had to sustain. Tiie 136,000/. was indepen¬ 
dent of the retrenchments which had uten 
made. Without making that allowance, 
’the gross amount of thw sum would be 
200,000/.; and thus k was that the go- 
vyrnnent wentvon, from year to year* in- 
cnA^sing the number o€ office-bearers, and 
^gmenting their salaries and emoluments. 

*^6 boasted reductions 
i^d been qftd^ Many of them 
•r^ froitveircumstances which the minis¬ 
ters conId\pot control, galarie#, which 
there werft\^ persons to receive, either 
front their baviKg ^ied in the effirse of the 
year, or from a change in the circum-* 
stances of the ciintry, in consequence of 
passii^ from w£ to peace, tW it yould 

I 


be too glaring and bare-faced to attempt 
their continuancf. And upon such inevi¬ 
table retrenchments as these, ministers 
DOW presumed to ask for the confidence 
of that House in their intentions... There 
was one item in that document, for 
example, classed m^er the head of sav¬ 
ings, to which mere necessity had driven 
them. It was SO,QfiO/. charged in the 
department oS.*l»nf*hiaster of the horse; 
and it was physically impossible to coD" 
tinue that charge, for it had arisen incon¬ 
sequence of the visit paid to this country 
by the allied sovereigns in 1814. When 
they returned to tlieir respective kingdoms, 
and we had no Icinger emperors and kings 
among us, the expense incurred by their 
presence necessarily ceased; and yet that 
item formed a part of the vaunted eco¬ 
nomy of government; and credit for it 
was taken by the noble lord as if it were 
a voluntary diminution on its part, in re¬ 
demption of the pledge given at the com¬ 
mencement of the session. 

He did not wish to detain the House at 
any great length; but there were one or 
two parts of the account already alluded 
to, which he was anxious to press upon 
their attention, by way of sample. In the 
commissariat deportment, wliich it miglit 
be supposed would naturally be reduced 
upon the return of peace, if not wholly 
abolished, he.found two persons added, 
and an increase of salaries to the amount 
of 5000/. a year. He certainly could not 
understand the reason of this augmenta¬ 
tion ; and it wSs because he could not, 
that he wishfd to have a committee ap¬ 
pointed, wh& might, by their inquiries, 
elucidate the transaction. It might be ' 
said that all this was on account of the leer' 
brilliant campaign; but was it not extra¬ 
ordinary, that the battle of Waterloo was 
ovdr last Midsummer, that six months had 
elapsed, and that then, instead of any 
diminution, two officers and 5,000/. salary 
were added ? In the department of the 
storekeeper*there u?as an increase of six 
persons, carrying with them an expense 
of 4i00(^. and there was no decrease. 
U|>on that point also, he hacl no doubt a 
committee would be able to afford some 
explanation. In the department of the 
ordnance he found another item whidi 
equally required explanation. A new 
office was created; or if hot absolutdy a 
new office, at least thf salary had been 

( '□creased. He alluded to the secretary 
0 the master^eneral of the ordnance^ 
wIxAe allowance hod been augmented by 
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▼inccd timt two years were necessary to that no change could take place in the 
enable the bank to supply specie iif sufii- state of the currency during the season of 
cient quantity for the circulation of the war and pressure. He (Mr. Huskisson) 
country. This was a period fixed upon in had then expressed opinions which he still 
the report of th^ bullion committee drawn retained. Our q/Srrcncy involved incon- 
up' by his hdn, gnd*'learned iriend who venienccs, but thi^ wore more than coun- 
brought^forward the present motion, and terbalanced by fhe resources which its 
he saw no reason why it should nojv be 'nature atforded for prosecuting our great 
shortened. He was of opinion that the 'national objects. Without it we colfid 
House should intrust the whole to the not have procured for oureelvel, dur allies, 
discretion of the bank, and depend upon and posterity, those blessings that the 
its zeal, and its desire of answering the settlement of Europe presented to our 
expectations of the country, so conform- view. The hon. and learned gentleman’s ' 
able with its own interests. The expeq^ motion embraAsed two objects: first, an 
station and the opinion of parliament were inquiry into the*eVpediency of resuming 
too plainly expressed in the preamble of cash payments soon; and, secondly, the 
the bill to be either mistaken or neglected, best mode of effecting them. No inquiry 
Lord acknowledgecLthat (Xie was necessary'on the first point. All 

preamblq of the bill expressed it to be a agreed that there was no security for pro- 
desirable thing that cash payments should perty, no stability in public credit, no con- 
be again returned to; but the bill itself fidenoe in trade, no modc'of adjusting the 
. contained no compulsorj clause to that rights and consulting the interests Of all 
'j^eport. After the expiration of the two classes of society, without a circulation 
years, the same arguments might be again rendered steady by possessing a perma- 
repeated for a prolongation of the term nent and universal value; but, having said 
of 'returning to our former circulation, this much, we should leave to*thc bank 
which, the* House had that jnight heard, the task of restoring the use of the pre- 
The bank hqd Kitherto taken .ncT steps to* ^ious ifietals at their own discretion. He 
fulfil the expectations of the country; was of opinion, that the object would be 
and what reason was therje* for believing accomplished in' less than two ^ears, 
fhat theyw.cfuld now do ii? 'tluly was the though it was proper to allow that space 
period when the restriction act would ex- of time for the bank to take such prudent 
pire; and, as they'had made no pr^para- and cautious inodes of doing it as they 
tions for such an event, wfiat ground had should think best calculated to obtain 
he for believing that in two years after their end. He denied that this period 
this we should find them more willing, or was too long, or that'a great rise of prices 
more prepared, to afford us the precious was to be dreaded'^farconsequcnce of the 
metals ii\ lieu of f.heir promissory notq^ ? 'continuance of .the restriction while it 
If tlijs bfll wqs t/>4>ass, he would bound lasted. If such a result threatened to 
to consider it ds equivalent lo anactfet^ take plage; the House would watch it, 
the perpetual suspension of cash payments' and take measures of precaution. ' Ad- 
in this country. * « * ’ verting to the character and duties of the 

Mr. Huskisson trusted that ho should governor and directors of the bank, he 
obtain credit with the'Hoase fo/feelingi a allowed that they had services to perform 
ficsire to see cash ^ payments I’esumed. to tlie proprietors, but he likewise con- 
, The only thing, indeed, about which tended that they owed lionourabTc condfict 
members appeared to diffei,,was the most to the publidf In ord^r to obviate aft ob- 
.eligible mode of attaining what all unjted jectlon of the nobld lord, he wished that 
in wishing to see aepomplisbed. Th%re in the preamble of the bill there should 
liad grown out of our pr&ent circulation be introduced a clause declaratory of the 
some inconveniences and many advan- expectation of parliament, that at the end 
tagbs. Our industry, ftui; enterprise, and of .tw# years the bank should resume its 
the improvement of oflr agricultural and cash paymentSi. An amendment to this 
commeYciai resources had increased under effect might he proposed in the com- 
it to o surprising degree; • but'we had mittee. ' 

^uffl‘rcd from jt and other causes a revul- Mr* fxpIgeiseS his eoatfident 

slon that had been ^ductivc of much Jiopejthi i in the course iff thte year specie 
\temporary distress. _ When the, bullion ,w^d be circulating fti great abundance 
corumittee finished its labours, the /ate itit£l^ country t faundingthis opinion on 
iMr, Perceval had endeavoured to show tlie Tact of the great rise of the cxchimgc, 
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widiin the last four months. He hoped 
the time was not far distant, when, as in 
the case which had been supposed by a 
right hon. gentleman opposite, on a former 
occasion, every man would have a guinea 
in his pocket; and .it would then be seen 
what little anxiety there would be for 
bank notes. He concluded by expressing' 
a hope, that mkiisters would promote, the* 
productive labour of the country, in which, 
more than in gold, its real wealth consisted. 

Mr. Horner commenced a luminous re> 
ply, by declaring, that in any thing which he 
nadadvanced onthisquestiod, hehad meant 
no personal disrespect fo> the directors of 
the bank, or to their organs in that House. 
He had spoken of them merely collectively 
as a corporation, and considering them in 
that capacity, he bad no hesitation in re¬ 
peating, that he put no confidence in 
their declarations, when they expressed 
an aitxiety for the resumption of cash pay¬ 
ments. He would not take up much of 
the time of the House at that late hour, 
and therefore would forego the tempting 
opportunit}' of exposing the inconsistency 
of the arguments which had been urged in 
support of restriction by the right hoq, 
gentleman opposite(Mr.Huskissoa), who,‘ 
thouA he admitted the sound policy of a 
speedy resumption of cash payments, 
seemed by his speech to leave that ques¬ 
tion in the same state whiob it bad been in 
for some years past. As to what had been 
said on the subject by the noble lord 
(Castlereagh), the lion, and learned geo-* 
tleman expressed his igfiorance of its pre¬ 
cise tendency. He would therefore, uora' 
inability, abstain from following him. The 
noble lord had thrown out such a mass of 
language and ideas, and had made such a 
novel combination*of twisted expressions, 
that it was difficult in the many theories 
he had urged, to understand that'one 
which applied to the resumption of cash 
payments,*or to the manner in which they 
might be most speedily eifCCted [Hear, 
hear! ]. It was possiUle that the noble lord 
held the thread which wouldagoide him 
through the Idiytindi of theory and p^- 
seologyinto which hehad gonettbutasthgt 
thread was not visible to him, he awoiuld 
not venture to plunge into the inextricable 
abyss £Hear, hear l]^—The hem.' and 
learned memb» then tdbk a view of the 
arguidents whiot hed been urged, on tiie 
other aide oi* tbd Hoaae in ffiirour 'of ret, 
strietioa, and ebie^t^ tint if the expe« 
diency oS the resossj^on of cash pefoteift 
at thp en6of two years, uhich had been 
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admitted, was put into the bill—if it was 
madc'ipart of the bill that the bank should 
resume its payments in that time, and 
that the intermediate period should be 
spent in making preparatory arrangements 
for that purpose, be wpdld withdraw,big 
motion^ and lend bis aia* to the^ forwarding 
of such arrangements. But he added, that 
this was not the inlention of ministers, and 
that by the present bill they left the time 
of resuming cash payments as undefined 
as it was in 1797. The bank directors 
had once Expressed themselves anxious to 
attend to the directions of the House; 
it therefore became the House, if 
they sincerely wished for the resumpuon' 
of cash payments, to give such directions 
aat would piost speedily conduce to that 
object [Hear, hear!]. Hehad asked of 
the gentlemen opposite, what were tliose 
fortunate circumstances under which cash 
payments would be more .easy than at 
resent I Totthis question no answer .bad 
een given.pne efficient reason bad 
been given why those payments should 
not no^ be resumed. Under thefse cir¬ 
cumstances, then, he put it to those.mem¬ 
bers who'wfre present, whether, after all 
they bad heard, they did not conscientious^ 
believe that aft inquiry was ^lecessary. If 
after what Ita'd^passed they ■did not voti? 
for inquiry, they must'stand to the conse- 
quenqps. The noble Iprd had talked of 
the bill being' formed on the permissive 
system. Did he mean by this that the 
bank would not be precluded from resum¬ 
ing cash payments if they thought proper ? 
'V^hat he objected' to ii^ the bill was, that, 
instead, of intimtiing'-i*'be ,wi8W_ of the 
IlAuse that preparations for resuming'cash 
payments should be made in the interval 
of two years, during which it was to last, 
it left these preparations to be made after 
the expiration of the bill, and thus removed 
to an indefinite period the resumption of 
mcAiey payments. The inevitable effect of 
k would M, byprdongingthe uncertainty 
and, vaciUatioh of our circulating medium,, 
to Subvert all property both public and 
private. The bbq. and 4earned g^ntlemah 
concluded his reply, by,stating,‘ that if the 
committee on the wgre pressed that 
n^t, be should move some clauses, In 
coBse<]|uence od what had fallen from the 

t'he Hoasa divl^: 


Vor ^r. Horner’s mptioa . 73 

Against it .. 146 

.« Majoritgr .... *—73 
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Motion respbctino Aliens.^ S-r 
Snntttff- ^omillt^\*o\ogized for bringing 
forward at, that late hour the motions 
which he had given notice, and staged that 
he had been’ obliged to do, in consc' 
qucnce of the pr^ipitation witft* «4iicb 
the Ahen Bill WAS pressed through the i 
House by ministers, ^although no satisfoc- 
. tory reason had been assigned why this 
power, extraordinary in thne of peace, 
«bould be invested in tlteoi. It had b^n 
sqid that the act at presenj in force would 
expire on the 12tlfof May ; but thaTckiUld 
be no argument fot the bill, as there were 
nojv no torcigness. ift fhe^ountry, wiiose 
presence npght to be* considered dhn-* 
garous. What he wished to gdln by his 
motion was, hnow tl:e nbmbdr of fo> 
reigners who had be^ sent out of this 
country at the instate of any foreign 
' minister under theauveral alien acts*' '^6ihi 
would show id the Housg the manner in 
which this ijmwer, which was notr sought 
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to be renewed, had hitherto been exer¬ 
cised, and whetlvir it had been in any in¬ 
stances abused. This information, he 
dontended, was necessary, as the House 
should know, before they granted any such 
power, whether it woUld be likely to be 
abused ; and they could only Judge of this 
hy seeing how it bad hitherto been exor¬ 
cised. T'he House should* also recollect, 
before they passed this bill, what wei'e the 
circumstances under which the alien bill 
was first introduced, and compare them 
with those of the present time. France 
was at that period,in a slate of revolution, 
when the most ddngerous notions of liberty 
were entertained, and when she was in the 
habit of sending delegates, who spread 
those notions to other countries. But tbc 
same dangers did not now exist. There 
were now no persons coming fVom France, 
whose presence or opinions could be^con¬ 
sidered injurious to this country, and 
therefore there was notMic same necessity' 
fur the existence of such a law as the alien 
act. Sir Samuel then contendod against 
the policy of a measure which would ex¬ 
clude alien friends from our shores, for we 
l^ad now no enemies abroad, and therefore 
all persons enmipg to the country should 
be considered as friends, and should be 
encouraged as they had been ever since 
Magna Oharta to the present act [He&r!]. 
He mentioned tbe high opinion wluch.had 
ever been entertained by foreigners of tbe 
liberty and independence of English law, 
and particularly $hose of Montesquieu, 
,and Contrasted them' with those enter¬ 
tained at the present daj'. In better times 
we had uniformly encouraged the op¬ 
pressed to *flee to this country as a place 
of refuge where they might exercise their 
industry and their arts. As one instance 
of t}ie effects of the alien bill and its con¬ 
tinuance, he would notice the circum¬ 
stance of an English nobleman.being jjir- 
dered to withdraw from a neigbbovrmg 
country, and'the excyitple of Brigand was 
quoted in defence of it. He conceived 
that this dew peace alien bill, aa it was 
called, was designedly in furtherance of 
that alliaiTce whim extated for estidriisfaing 
and fifirming gdvemmentis contrary to the 
will of the peofde, mid thus giving the 
I ministers of th«ae,^li«d powers the nimma 
of perseia^mg every.individual wbpwat 
ebnoxjeus tii lliem, and whq ventOred'to 
iiwntertai) aifd chensli id^" of liberty,. If 
H^idipuld turn out that no persons :4iad 
Beep sent Out taf the country at the re¬ 
quest of foreign ambassadoni Hie should 



169 ] Motion respecting Aliens. 

rejoice to hear it; but be suspected the 
case was very different, and be could con¬ 
ceive no possible objection to a return of 
tlicni being made. Sir Samuel then 
moved, “ That there be laid before this 
House, an account of tlie dumber of aliens 
sent out of the Country under any .of the 
acts relating ta aliens, upon the appUca- 
tions of apy forbign minister, distinguish¬ 
ing the itumbersan each year.^ 

Lord Castlereagh believed, that, ever 
.since the introduction of the alien bill in 
1793, it had been opposed by the hon. and 
learned gentleman most jitrenuously; but 
although that was tlie opinion of the hon. 
and learned member, yet parliament had 
adopted another view of the. question, and 
it had been found consistent with the 
wisdom of parliament not merely to pass 
the act of 1793. in consequence of the 
distressed state of the continent, but, after 
the pe*ace of Amiens in 1803, and that of 
Paris in 1814, laws\o the same effiset bad 
received die sanction of the legislature. 
He trusted, when the Bill itself came re¬ 
gularly under the consideration of the 
House, that course would be pursued 
which hud formerly been thought* most^ 
prope^to be adopted; and be bad no doubt 
bat that it would be satisfactorily shown 
that the motives for its enactment were 
still Siore pressing than in former times. 
The precipitancy with whidi this measure 
was carried through the House had been 
excbiioed against. . He believed that 
nearly a week had elapsed since it was 
first introduced, and the bill had not yet 
passed its second reading/ Dispatch was, 
however, requisite, because, as-the pre¬ 
sent |ict expired on the 12th of this month, 
t.ome inconvenience would certainly result 
if there was any tinnecessary delay. The 
bill now proposed to be passed was a pqpce 
alien bill, m which an additional power 
wu given .to individuals to appeal to the 
pnvy^council. He apprehena^ that the 
present motion, if* granted*, would be 
bringing the question most unfiiirly before 
the House; but he had no hesitatioii in 
declaring, on the part of tlie noble ifia- 
count who was ebgaged in this particular 
department, that he never b»l acted from 
the iostimtion .of any foreign minister. 
That noble person'had^never felthimiself 
au^oriaed to got ppon any thing but a 
Britisn policy, and in no other light.Oould 
it be consi&re^. .Upon these gToaiids,« 
thei^ore, he felt himself faotrad to oppose 
the motion; and he AouM always 
tlttthe ahbuM be. acting with gross mde* 
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cency if any communications made by 
foreign* ministers were disclosed to the' 
House. 

Mr. Ponsmhy begged leave to read the 
motion to the noble lord, iq order that be 
might know the purpd^t qf it; for not 
of the o|;)jection8 he had stated lay^against 
'the nyjtioti, as it did not seek any one of 
'the objects which tlje noble lord supposed 
it to seek. He begged of the noble lord 
to think of some other argument against 
the motion,, for ^e sake of his friends who 
were to vote with him. 

,Mr. Addington thought it would be ex¬ 
tremely difficovL M-’the hon. gentleman to 
show to the House that the remarks of the 
noble lord were irrelevant. It had been 
staled by .an hon. member some time since, 
that instances were known of aliens having 
been sent out of the kingdom at the in¬ 
stigation of foreign ministers. This state¬ 
ment he then denied, because he was sa¬ 
tisfied the noble secretary of state would 
never have acted lunde,' the guidance of 
any foreign minister: but, since'that iime, 
he had made further inquiry into the sub¬ 
ject, and he Ijad been informed by a> very 
Respectable individual in the« alien office, 
that to his knowledge there was no in¬ 
stance df an aD'sp having been sent out of 
the kingdom*at the instigation. of anyfo-j;* 
reign minister. The investigation was pur¬ 
sued still further, and be had desired two 
gentlemen, wlio had been lone employed 
in the alien office, and one of them ever 
since its establishment, to refresh their 
memory with the necessary books and pa- 
pefs. Upon the 'question being put to 
them, they both declared to we f^mc 
eV^ct as others he had consulted on the 
sgme question had done. During the last 
session of parlianxnt'an hon. member, 
now deaeased, representing the county of 
Bedford, had asserted, that certain Portu- 
uese aliens had been §ent out of the king- 
odi in consequence of certain represen¬ 
tations- from .foreign ministei's. At that 
time he was indeed unable fully to eon-. 
tra^t the statement; but subre^uentiy 
he hftff ascertained, that’the allegabon was 
unfounded. If, therdorje, on parliamen¬ 
tary grounds, the motion was persisted in, 
for the same reasod he should pontinue to 
resist it, although, in fact, no aliens had 
been sent outfoi the country under those 
cirhumstances, an^the moMon would he 
answered by a return with the expressive 
moposyUabfe nil. 

Mr. Baring reatty belidved that the 
right hoD. gentleman (Mr. Addington) 
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with all his solemnity of expression, was 
totally unacquainted with what was (}assing 
in liis‘ own office. He hoped that some 
bcVt|r grounds would be stated for resist¬ 
ing the motion than those already men- 
tipned. TIk! *«obl» lord and the right 
lion, gentleman Seemed to (|i^r a little in 
their s^tdlncnts: the one said it ^ould be* 
improper to reveal the communidhtions* 
made by foreign ministers, admitting, 
therefore, thvt they did exist; and the 
other observed, that the motion, if grant¬ 
ed, would be answered by a rdyrn of ni/, 
as he termed it. He would have recom¬ 
mended the right bom.^/yi^eman to haVe 
* consulted, instead of his clerks, the noble 
lord, bis relation, upon the subject, in 
order to have prevented this unjpeky oon- 
tradiction. 'With respect to the two Dutch 
merchaiUs, he could inform the House, 
having paid particular attention to the sub¬ 
ject, t^t thej had come toJLondon merely 
from commercial motivesi but had not 
been in the cityVnorc^ tjij)n. a few hours, 
before a message arrived, desiring their 
immediate departure ; and acrtirdingly 
' they ^ were obliged to leave the country. 
The next d^y he piersonally agplibd to lord 
Sidmouth, to inquire into the reasons that 
had induced his lordship ter give Uicse or- 
«ders; and the answer wa^*that instruc- 
' tions had. come to his office from the secre¬ 
tary of state foryhe foreign depai^tmcnt, 
which were so percmptor}'‘,tliat it was im¬ 
possible for him to evade them [Hear!], 
it plainly appeared, therefore, that tliese 
orders came through the office of the mi¬ 
nister for the hbiqe department as a mpre' 
matter ef form,,instead of coming directly 
froid the foreig’o minister. He happcMCd 
to find out that hisutwo Dutch friends were 
sent out of the country in consequence of 
the application of a foreign miniatei;, and 
that die whole originated in ignorance apd 
misapprehension. 

Mr. Addington eilplained, that his ncble 
relative, the minister for tjje bome.depart- 
^ meat, had stated positively to him, that it 
was a proceeding wholly unconnectedVith 
any representation from *any foreign mi¬ 
nister. 

•Lord Castlereaslt said, he had acted 
entirely upon a llruish policy, pattiogiout 
of view thb policy of any foreign state. 

’ Lord Muton was sorry to observe tliis 
impiprtant qUbstion invulved.in such ioex- 
plic^le mysferyt. n^was stated that no 
\ aliens had been ordered out of the coun¬ 
try at the iosbioce of foreign Sinisters; 
and, although comm^batjons had hoeu 
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received from those ministers, yet they 
were ordered from the country by what 
was called British policy. If no aliens bad, 
been sent out the country by the in¬ 
stigation of any foreign minister, what 
grounds could pe urged for resisting the 
motion? On pafliamentary grounds that 
motion had been made, and it. did not 
appear that inconvenience either public or 
private couM arise from the {pro'Uuction of 
: the documents. , * 

Mr. "Bathurst considered that no suffi¬ 
cient grounds bad been uiged for bringing" 
forward the 'motion. If there were any 
instances, they.ifiiglit involve foreign mi¬ 
nisters; and if there were no instances, 
the motion was unnecessary; 

Sir Samuel 'Romilly said, he could not 
consent to withdraw bis motion; and lie 
was the more determined to persist in it, 
when he heard the frivolous reasons as¬ 
signed for resisting it. His objeci. was, 
not to make any unnecessary disclosures, 
but merely to ascertain the number of the 
persons sent out of the country by the in¬ 
stance of any foreign ministef, without 
any distinction of names or persons. He 
could*DOt understand what tlie noble lord 
'meant by British policy. It might be 
thought an objbet of British poAcy to 
oblige a foreign minister, or a foreign 
court, |}y sending persons disagreeable to 
it out of Uie country. He knew that in¬ 
dividuals were sent off on grounds not at 
all connected with danger to the country 
apprehended from them. A cause hap¬ 
pened to be referred to his arbitration be¬ 
tween two fbreigpers. One of his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers, he would rather not men¬ 
tion his name, as be was now dead, took a 
strong interest in one of them. Ifi the 
course of the business, one of them was 
found to have misconducted himself. The 
noBIe lord to whom he had alluded, said 
that was a person who ought to be sent 
out of the country under the'Alien EIII. 
He knew that immo{aIity had oftetf been 
made a pretence fof sending persons out 
of the country. The noble lord had cha- 
rsy^erised him as a general enemy to alien 
billa. Now, it so happened, that this was 
the fiLVit time he had spoken on the sub¬ 
ject, and he had delivered no opinion 
with respect to the necessity in former 
times. But when'the noble lord described 
him ttf. a;, eumny to it in .f793, he seemed 
,quite't« have forgotten iiimkelf; for ^at 
was thirteen years before lie was a mem- 
Isfer Cf parliament 1 This was exactly the 
fiible of ihe wolf and the Iamb.* It ^ally 
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was ’unwortliy of the xioble lord to seek 
such a momentary triumph^ as that which 
he could gain by assertions like this. 

The House then divided: 

For the Motion. 31 

Against it 82 

Majority.““’^1, 

Sir John Cox Hippisley gave notice 
that he should move for the appointment 
of a select commUtee to examfne and re¬ 
port upon the regulations prevaiUng.in 
foreign states, respecting the intermission 
of papal rescripts, and the intercourse of 
their Roman Catholic sybjehts with the 
see of Rome; and also upon the nomina¬ 
tion, election, collation, or institution of 
the episcopal order of their clergy of the 
Roman communion. 

Mr. Ponsonby observed, that several 
orders of the day remained undisposed of. 
He should be sori^ to retard the business 
of the*coHntry; but if it were intended, 
at so late an hourf to proceed with the 
comipittee on the Bank Restriction Bill, 
he should oppose it by every means in his 
power. Tne Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer said, that as so large a portion of the 
night had been devoted to a discussion of 
the substantive merits of the Bank Re- 
strictidh Bill, he conceived it might be suf¬ 
fered to go through the committee, but 
as th^ right hon. gentleman objected to 
such a proceeding, he would postpone the 
committee to Friday.—The House then 
adjourned at half past two o'clock. 


HOUSE OF^LORDS. 

Fridayi Miy 3. 

Revision oe the StatutS ]}ook.3 
Tlie ofdcr of the day being read, 

Earl Stanhope rose to submit his pro¬ 
mised motion on the subject of the Statuyj- 
book. it was impossible, he said, that 
their lordships could be summoned for the 
dised^sion of a subject of greater import¬ 
ance flian that of the revisibn of the 
statute'book. Before hd stated the remedy 
which ho proposed for the enormous evil 
of the undigested and confused conditian 
of the statute-book, he begged l^ave to 
mention, that there were two precedbnto 
which directly involved the principle of 
that remedy. The one was the proposi¬ 
tion of a noble friend ofliis (lord Gren¬ 
ville) irf 1809, for farming into one lact all 
those acts whi^ ifhposed the pvnishment 
of death in revenue cases. This prohosi- 
tion had been adopted, and the object h^d' 
been iccomplished. The otheif was a 


May 3, 1816. [17<t 

proposition made by himself lak session, 
for a reference to the judges to prepare a 
bill for reducing into one act all the 
acts of imposing the punishment of the 
pillory, which had also J>een adopted, 
and the bill now lay dhrtltpir fable. What 
he sbou{^ ^ now propose rested on the 
^lame principle, out at the same time 
•carried it much farther. Now, at the end 
of this last bill prepared by the Judges, 
they had inserted some "observations, 
staling tha( the pillory was the punish¬ 
ment for «ome offences, not merely by 
st^te, but at common law; and also thaf 
they could not^SSlhat there might not 
be statutes on the subject which bad 
escaped their attention. He did not mean 
to impute blame any where, and, least of 
all, did he mean to cast any reflettf ion on 
the judges, whom he most highly respected 
and venerated, and he thought the reserve 
with which they had spoken-highly be¬ 
coming and proper, and fair as it 
honourable: butyahs poiftt of fa.ct, there 
were, two statutes on this subject, lyhich 
had escaped their observation, and these 
were 'an act o/ the 2d Geg. 2na and 31 
.Geo. 2nd. ”By the firstmf thdsc the pil- 
’lorjf might be inflicted, or fine and impri¬ 
sonment,* nnd^^so transportation for 
seven years, *fcr.t,he crime df peijury ] 
and subornation of perjury. 'By the 
second fact the, punishment of the pil¬ 
lory was taken away in cases of per¬ 
jury, or subornation of perjury, resorted 
to for procuring probate of seamen's 
jyills or letters of administration, in order 
to procure seamen's wages; at^ the 
offence was made liable to th^ punishment 
of death. Here, then, were aejs which 
had escaped the judges, though the 
matter had been -^erred to them six 
months before the bill was produced. Let 
it not be imagined tHht he blamed them, 
or any of them; but he.wished their lord- 
shipif to mark that circumstance, in order 
to give them soofe idea of the real state of 
the statute-book, when the judges found it 
difficult to find out and state what the law , 
was. .Something ‘similar Rad happened In 
the case of one of the public departments, 
which had been oidered by the House ok 
Comfhons to furntsh*a return of jhe laws 
inflicting the punishment of transportation.- 
When a lofig tii&e'had dapsed'^ and an ex- 
plamftion Wiim asked, it was not made, 
the answer was, that me investigation was 
so exjensi^ that it requised mother year 
'to aedmipfish the^task- He imputed no 
blatne there ; but their lordships, from 
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this fact, might conceive what must be the I was comprised into 20 volumes folio, ond 
,^tate of the statate-book. In reality, it / which, if it had been continued to the 
was absolutely impossible, in its present present time, would have amounted to KKf 
state^ for lawyers even of the first ability volumes. This was an abridgment. He 
to make themselves acquainted with it. remembered, tod, that Mr. Dunning, one 
ILe had some facts^to lay imforc them in of the greatest jawyefs that perhaps ever 
ill ustra^ior^ of this statement. During the existed, in the * trial of the duchess of 
trial of Warren Hastings, which liUted six < Kingston, or some such public occasion, 
or seven years, to the no great credit of when Viner was quoted against him, said, 
the justice of the country, and from which that is ]aw,<becau8e Mr. Viner 'chooses to 
he liaci seldom been absent for more than say so. Lord Thurlow v^as a must adnii- 
five minutes at a time, he made it his bu- rable dommon lawyer; but in a dispute 
siness always to come down to' the House which he had with him in that House on - 
very early ; and he had done so for the the subject of a statute, it turned out that 
very purpose of ccnj’;''„ Jng with the he was rights ®and lord Ihurlow was 
judges, who always came down before the wrong. It was a great feather in his cap 
peers. He availed himself of this oppor> to have got the better of lord Thurlow; 
tunity to collect as much informgtion as he and he recollected, that upon sitting down 
could on the state of the law. From all near that noble lord on the wool.«ack, the 
the judges he experienced great kindness noble lord said, 1 should be ashamed of 
and attention f but chiefly from chief myself if I were not accurately acquainted 
baron Eyre, who, perceiving that his with the common law; but as to ya'ir.”— 
dbject was to endeavour tix introduce those he could not repeat hi« expression exactly, 
improvements iivthe f.r^ppgement of the and must leave a blank for it Qa laugh] ; 
stututC'bdok, and iii other respects, which —“ but as to your—statute-book, 'it is 
tJie nlere accident of birth gave ‘him the impossible to be thoroughly 'ucqnaintecl 
ineuys o£ recommending, had been ex- with it.” He remembered ton, having 
tremely ancciotis lo aflord Inpi 'the proper asked Mr. Dunning his opinion on tiie 
information, and was not only kind, but subject of a certain statute regulation 
very communicative. In 'orderao‘make relative to the excise, and Mr. Diuioing’s 
the experiment, how far'the judges were answer was, “ Now 1^1 tell you all about 
agreed* as to wlint was'the law in several it; bu^t 1 never do answer these general 
particulars, he li^d put various qqpstions. questions whep applied to by others. I 
For instance, he had aSked whether a always tell them, show me the statute to 
person digging the brick earth from his which you refer, and 1 will expound it for 
own field, there manufactured it into you, but that is aH 1 can do.’’ What, 
bricks, and sold, thereby made himself a then, must be the state of the statute- 
trader (iablc to tJie bankrupt laws. Tin* book, when it baffled sudi men as Mr. 
ju^es’of the common pleas were cleltrly Dunning, lord llmrlow, and the judges 
of opinion one way, and those of the Might it sot be said, in the emphatic lan- 
king’s-behch were as clear the other, guage bf Scripture, ** If the salt hath lost 
Did not this shew t^c necessity of hp- its savour, wherewith shall it be salted i’- 
plying some remedy "to the coctfu^ion of This called to his recollection the common 
the statute-book ? mA gentleman of tlie egression—“ the glorious uncertainty of 
name of Sugden bad.published two books, the law.” Glorious it might be to attor- 
tbe one oti uses abd trusts^ the other on neys, conveyancers, special pleadersa.b,ir- 
powers; and the cases ^ which he had risters, and so forth j but it was OKist in- 
, referred in the former book were 636 in glorious to the puMic. He did not mean 
^ number; and those to wliich he hod re- to cast ^ny general refliexion on any de- 
‘ ferred in the latter were 7^ ;. making qgrtraeut of the legal profession: then; 
together, 1,435 cases on these topids. It were no persons more- useful when they 
was impossible'that stid^ a vast number of c|iose, ana none-had more tlie power uC 
'decided cases could he in subltaoce ceool- being useful: but there were exceptions 
,leded. And their principles readily ap- of which he hasgd alw>8t every day in the 
piietl, even*by the sd>lest pnd most Indus- InstMce of pdiyftiiggmg attocnies,. llu 
triot» lawyer. If any one should be of tnqimned thfoth^ day in company 
that* tbq scllhce of law was in its wii» a m^n vfity emlneiM itr the proli^ion, 
vpreseht state of easy attainment, he had and^asked him whether forms of leases 
'only to refer oira to that liftle pocket* »might not be attpehed by wpy of sebu- 
compilationi Ymer’i .^ndgment, {^hiubl duTes to acts of parUajoaeut, i^ch as leases 
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of Irauses, leases of lands, and leases of side who stoutly maiiUaiDcd that nothing 
lands and houses together, leases of coal- could be belter tijau a charter, because jt* 
mines, &c. i to which be Snswered, that had tJie great seal to it, and therefore it 
lie saw no objection to it, and ho thought proved itself. On the otlujr side tjiere 
there would bo much utility in adding was a sturdy Yoikshire liwyor, of the 
forms of the most CQmmnp conveyances, name of Jack Lee, wlaOjhatKboeii altorno^'• 
Tho advantage of this woifid be, that par- general, and bo asked, Pray wijpt is a 
ties thein-ielves might copy these forms, •charter But a piece of parclmient with a 
inserting the proper names and descrip- .gr< at*picce of wax dangling at the end of 
tions, and%iimst and, in nine cases out of it i” A shrewd Scotcliman, of the name 
ten, the assistance of attornies and C 9 n- of llonry iiundas, followed up this by 
veyanc^'i'S would not be necessary. He asking, “ And pray vvhat is an attorncy- 
~koew that the family of a noble duke (the general wj/en he is honged, but a mon 
duke of Bedfortl) kept printed forms, and dongling at the end of a string?” [A 
gave them to tho tenant* .and while the j laftgli]. 13nt tJtptyslifect was to do as much 
assistance of attornies and conveyancers j as {tossible without the ” mon dongling at 
was thus in a great measure rendered tin- | the end of a string.” Now, what did their 
necessary, the tenant might see at a glance i lordships ^hink of the new sort of yrw tarn 
what were the conditions of his lease. Tlie | introduced by an act of the 52nd of the 
same thing might be done with respect to 
pleading, and printed I'orms might be sche¬ 
duled «i' declarations in the most common 
actions, with the puoper counts, and thus 
j-ender the aid of the special pleader in a I teen 3 ’ears’ tratjjSjjprtatii/h, seven years of 
grea! measure unnecessary. A person in which were to go to the informer, and the 
bis neighbourhood having a dispute, lie other sirven years he would not sfla}' to 
happened to see the declaration, and he whom [A langlij. This was 3 true Bo- 
found that there was not one of the counts teny-bay 'J/ti and b Was rtbe first of 
onwiiich a verdict could be taken so as to*’ the kind winch had ever found its way 
mainttfin it. He went wtth the attorney into an act of parliament. AJl this proved 
to the special pleader, an eminent man, that the statcrtc-.book required .revision.« 
and convinced him that his coun|s were Another grand objection to iIIq stahite-* 
worth nothing. Others w§re added, but book v^as its being so vj^minous that it 
these were no better than the former; and was impos.>iible*almost for any lawyer to 
upon pointing out this circumstance to the know exactly what was law or what was 
pleader he struck thefti out, and inserted not. There were on the subject of wool 
two counts, which were very good ones. 977 statutes—on the subject of gold and 
Different counts wer**^ sojnetimes neces- 'silver 283—of tobacco .460—-of fisheries 
sary, because the action consisted some- 961, and a variety of others in proportion: 
times of difierent cases. Fo» instance, afld*now*, while on the subject of fishefiek, 
supptfce he employed an architect to build he could not help pressing upou*the atten- 
a house, and the architect covenanted to tidn of the" noble liyd (•Melville) the pro- 
do it in a workmanlike manner, but did priety^ q£ employing the seamen in the 
not: then he had his action for the lishencs, which was fif all others the best 
breach; but it might happen that there way of employing.them in time of peace, 
watPa warranty, and if the evidence went nn^thc most-desirablfe way of adding to 
to a ifterranty, that wpuld not* do without tho riches of tl^p country ; and tims other 
a count to sustain it, * had been decided nations dependent upon us for their sup- ^ 
by the court of exchequer, because it ply'of fish woidil be more desirous of 
would bi‘ taking the defendant by surprjge. maintaining the Aelaiions«of peace with usj 
That was not the subject of his motion; from' the inconvenience to which war 
but he wished to show their lordships would expose Uietaw *Theo he, might 
'what it might produce if they adopted- it. memion the acts on the subject of the 
Now, the moro* tbftir lordships looked at poor—a subject so interesting^ m , every 
the statute-book,(Rore clearly they view, wlvftlmii considered «uth r.fereoce 
wouid*see-thatwhs like the Augean the coudiuoo of tlie pent* Ulierairelvcs, or 
stable, and rt;^ufi«d'Mmewh;it'i>'£>f a similar the enotmous tax It^ed^on the public for 
remedy. He rgconhetedarcunocs debate Uhs’-it uuuutonance.. liie public acts oa 
in the other Hoose^Siai^tjie, subject tlus’headfwcre 323, besides W 7 lot^d acts. 

India bilU# There wM a lawT er on ‘(hJC By £o«ie of tiiesS. loeal acts th« poor were 
(VDL.XXXIV.) . "(N) ^ 


King ? By the ISth section, one half of 
the penalty was to go to thb informer, and 
one half to thc.ICiug; but the penalty in 
i the nth section was not a fine, but four- 
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farmed out, afid t^ others they w£b'C liable I ancient statutes. The principles were 
fo be Aosg^. Of these local aots Sve j there expressed in brief, clear, and intel- 

had passoa [a the" reign of George ?ad, '' ' ’ ' ’ 

and the renbaining 112 in the re/gn of 
Geoi^e 3rd; A noble lord who was not 
gresehi had jyi6t|y complained of the abuse 
of •these local uotr; the regulations in 
tl^ese cUse^'oaght to be gener^,.instead of 
•which the law was" different in different 
districts; a man in passing from one dis¬ 
trict to another found himself under dif¬ 
ferent laws, as If he were passing through 
the little states of Germany.* Another 
monstrous grievance was, that Taws were 
repealed and rc-cnact^ j^gg d then partly 
. repealed again, with a Tar a8,” and so 
forth; No less than I874< acts had been 
repealed, 419 in the reign of George 2{id, 
and 145S in the reign of George 3rd; so 
that the 3 * had been passing bills in the 
present reign by waggon loads, and re¬ 
pealing them by cart-loads. And as to 
tlm manner in which thesi^acts had been 
repealed, even ilj the direct object had 
been to create confuMdffi it could not 
have been done more effectually; but 
there wero^ some curious statutes yet un¬ 
repealed. ' ^here was a statute ^of James 
1st, wliich was in’ force at fnis day, by 
which it was illegal for women f,o leave 
^ the kingdon^ without a lieeiicc signed by 
eix of the privy council,'and any person 
assisting them tO;. go out of the country 
was to lose his goods and chattels, afid the 
master and mariners of any vessel carry¬ 
ing them out were to be most confound¬ 
edly punished. Now their lordships 
might think that this proceeded from the 
English and Scotch gallantry, which made 
the people of these countries, unwilling te 
part with 4he dear creatures: but that 
was not the reason.; ajjd he would, give 
their lordships from ‘this time,, till to¬ 
morrow morning to gi^css, and would lay 
any wager that none of them in that tiihe 
would b^e able to make out .what it v^as. 

• The reason was, that women were so 

• pbpishly inclined, that their emigration 
Vas dangerous [A laughj. Then iftvas 
•& great evil that t^e titles i«f bills sq often 
vS^ill pointed out the'natQra.of the.ea- 
act|amtt There w^ a bill pn their lord- 
itu^^Mole, the title of Which relate^, to 
dnti^ bn CQ^ aqd candles, and the sjjpr 

of ^egai lotteries., Npw;, wbp 
Gofipewe from the title that this 
4 b01 about wetj^ts and mensiiires.f 
Then phraseoTogy of the bills w^sdo* 

Npmng cpuld be rneVS bahfce 
the tps law 8401 % 


ligible language, utterly unlike the vile 
phraseology of our modern acts; aod he 
read some chapters of Magna Charta as 
an illustration. The principles of the 
Code Napoleon,'‘which was still in force 
in France, also adopted this clear and in- 
, telligible style. ** Laws qre made for the 
future, and .shall not be retrospective." 
This was a principle expressed in plain 
teribs. Another objection was, that while 
the law was in this confused state, the 
reasons of judgments could not be entered 
on record, as w;at> done according to the 
ordinances of the king of the Netherlands. 
Judges were naturally unwilling to enter 
the reasons on- record, when the law was 
spread over such an immense mass of con¬ 
fused statutes, that the judges could not 
feel assured that they understood it. In 
the Roxburgh cause, the learned lord 
on the woolsack, and Jhe noble earl near 
him (Lauderdale) differed; and tliough 
the point was trifling, lawyers Wer-e 
brought at an immense expense to recon¬ 
cile them. Look at Magna Charta, how 
clear,.brief, and intelligible ! Then look at 
.ihe modern statute-book, and .see what an 
oppressive, dark} ill-arranged, di.s{^sting 
farrago of unintelligible nonsense! To 
draw this contrast was to repeat Hamlet’s 
dialogue with his mother “ Look upon 
this picture and on this.” Then in actions 
it was quite a common thing to have a 
verdict for 3/. and 28^. costs- The 
damages might be 51. or even one shilling, 
[i and the attorney^ Jiill 50/., or perhaps 
150/.; so that ja pbor man could not re¬ 
cover a small sum without absolute ruin. 
He had^been informed that there <wcre 
two coses in one of tlie courts of equity, 
where the costs had been 16,000/. in an 
election case he h 8 d, beforq he was a 
member of the Hbuse of Commons, sup¬ 
ported one of the candidates,* apd Uttre 
was a petition, and jt became necessary 
to compare the freeholders* book and the 
pqli bqok|, aqd this they contrived to do 
.14 one jiight by a proper arrangement, 
aa^'proceeding the mediod. which he 
waf to. racoinniend-,, The motitm 
W 43 , tWtjdiey j^ 04 l 4 hppQiDt {|n .asse 8 spr, 
wb^ from j^papty,,or.,tlHTty,Clarks, 
.Rrrange., the., several 
m >iha 'r8tatdta7l>9ok (imder 
tihadL Vesting, diaokw^ards, 

u-tke»ol0,j,stat4tes nnjight 

A Fffiwctidile 

“ouse, Jdirv Wllhw- 
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fofce, had lately informed him, that a and ^endment; and if he vras zealout 
similar plan had once been in bis con- for that object, it was only with ^ view *to 
tcmplation, and that Afr.*Bearcroft was to the public good. He concluded by 
have carri^ it into execution: but that moving, ** that the House do resphe 
failed. He should propose, that Mr. itself into a Committee of the whole 
Thompson, the master in chancery, and House, to consider, o^^the best nt£<thg 
Mr. Watson, who usually attended the of arrangir^ the statute jaw^ of ihU 
House, should'be appointed to’execute country,*uncfer distinct and proper heads.'* 
the plan now. • The matter would thus be The Lord ChcmceUor was willing that 
accomplfsliued without much*expen8e, and the matter should be referred to a com- 
the utility would be immense. It was of mittee, to see to what imteqt the noble 
the last importance to reduce, under clear earl’s ide^ could be usefully acted upon ; 
and distinct heads, the laws relative to but he. had no sort of hope that the 
the excise, to the customs, to stamps, and matter could be carried to the cxtentTtw 
to elections. At eicctiotw, in some towns, which the tfl1.».:*'earl appeared to look, 
the voters, after being paid a certain sum Some good might, however, be done. In 
for their votes, perjured themselves the case to which the noble lord bad 
amidst scenes of drunkenness and riot, alluded Xhey had been in the habit of cop- 
Tiiese laws certainly required revision, struing statutes in pari materiff by each 
He recollected a bill having been brought other, and he had requested to see the 
in respecting glovers, and a clause had whole statutes relative to the matter 
been* inserted by which persons were to together ; bat lie had been very much 
be prevented from exercising the trade misrepresented, if he had been stated as 
who had sold French gloves, or done having said* the <Sonipiiation or col- 
some illegal act with respect to the sale lection offered would not do, because it 
of gloves within a limited time before: was ndt exactly what was wanted.* There 
Mr. Johnstone said it was a clause .to were already a number of books ia whitdi 
ruin one half of the glovers, and damp ‘the noble*lord’s ide» had ^een earned 
the other half, and the clause was ver;^ into execution. A book on the bankrupt 
propSrly rejected. TRe law merchant, lawS, for inst|ince, contained all the 
too, being distinct from the common law, statutes on \bat; subject, and*$ 0 ‘of otherffl 
the astatutes respecting it ought to be Still some good miglit^ however^ be done 
separately arranged. His motion was, by the proposed investigation, 
that It should be referred to a committee Earl Stanhope expressed great pleasure 
of the whole House to consider of the at hearing this avowal, and made an allu- 
most proper plan for arranging the dif- sion to the unsettled data which some- 
ferent parts of the statute-book under times marked the proqeedings in the 
their proper heads. • When this should be* Qourt of Chancery. -This, he.was per- 
done, then each of the heads.might be suaded« would have mad^ .the turned 
taken separately into considefutiun, and a lord on the'woolsack an ffdyocate for tijs 
bill ’brought in to reduce eacTi of the motion. . The noble earl then'adverjted ^ 
separate heads into one act. It had been a late dose in the*couft of chancery zel^- 
said, that an honest man was the noblest tive*to<the legacy stamp duties, iii 
work of God, and a well-arranged stafute- tration of his argument, 
book was certainly the noblest work of The Lord Vhancellor explained tbe 
mfti. Af present, the statute-book was a mrture of the case alluded tp, and with 
perfect hotchpot—a chaos *of darkness, reference to.stbe practical effect^ the 
disorder, and confuSion, like that vdhieh present motion, suggested its boipg.re^ 
prevailed befbrethe creation, 'nie noble rer*red to a select committee, asVih^nwre 
and learned lord On the woolsack hilopclf efibptrve plan, a'hd movtid an amen^mm 
had, as he wad ihfbrtned by the hews- to that purport. 

papers, called fbr’t|ie prodUctioh Af her- Earl teH .convinced tha|Jj 

fain acts in the Court 6f Chancery, and the Cnd a sefeefT coramlitee, wphl(|^e 
none coiild pOhiC tH^ nut. A l^qrf cf essential. But thd novelty and Imppr^nge 
eoibp'Uati(mwa| tyi'o6uc&d ; bntthaCWpiild of the taSe,«h^ thOughl, J^' tlie firrt in- 
not db. ' It haAbeiri daW, ihat the Hhv of stahee, cattCd for it conijhUtee of .the 
Engliui(l“w& N^en ^ ill: sOlod ^t hai whole / 

beep adhfffdblif ah^werfed,'1^ do was Lord JapIianSj .was of wmionwita lui 
the LohdOq tavern’. It whs de^ thtt'iHfe now mend, it WOula be preferable 
law was state wHWh required into a corkaaititee ot m whole 
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House in tlie first instHnce, in uhUsh the 
order for a select committee wouid be 
best made. He also snj>!>{ »ted the pro- 
propriety of their loubiiips coniniuni- 
cating, in some way, with the other 
House, as to the'jobjeyt of that motion. 

'i’he laid chanCej/oi moved an aniend- 
luent to'tlid motion, purporting* that the 
matter should be referred to the conside- 
ration.of a select coamifttee. Tins amend¬ 
ment was adopted by the House, and it 
was ordered, that ail the lords present 
this session be of the connnittcc. 


. HOUSE OF CTy*MretONS. 

Fndaij^ May fj. 

Mr. Ma7i)it}ig cnniplaincd of an in:^- 
curacy wliicli he had noticed in one of 
the dail;,' jinpers in the few renun ks he 
bad made the other night on the qncbtion 
of the bank res-triction. Hf consideied it 
of’^sonie imp'ortance to C(y)ect such an 
error, wliicIi inig’yt otherwise go out to 
the public unnoticed, tvimt lie was made 
to say hi one of the daily papers wrs, tliat 
• “ there w{\^ not a bank director wlio was 
not anxiout.Vo rcspme cash pa;^nents us« 
soon as possible, while, at the same time, 
they were all jratelid for tin; i.iestnidnll, 
.«QS it alhm;ed.lliern two yeiR'&'kn doing so, 
frithin less than winch tithe it could not 
with certainty take place.” lie denied 
having made sneii a staterrrcnt; but what 
lie had asserted was, “ tlial the measure 
ought not to be eon*.idercd as one apply¬ 
ing only to the hank of England, hut as a 
measure in whitli the general interests of 
the empwe were concerned.” This w^is 
W’ltar he had on that occasion stat'ed, and 
he disowuwl having made any declaration 
that the directors of th^ bank wdr« than)'- 
ful for the present bill. • ' ^ 

* * 

PROfEKTY Tax.] ^ , Mr. Brougham, 
seeing the chanccllof of the exchequei^ in 
Ills place, wished to submit a motion to 
the Hou.se for the production of certain 
papers; and, when the subject of litem 
ttas known, he w%s convinced there .would 
he no objection to their being laid before 
,tha .House with'tht k'ast possible delay. 
U« .alluded to certain *bircular letters 
issued undftr the authority of the treasury 
to the Burveyars of the diftijrent |listricts, 
CftUing upon* them to transmit full ^nd 
porticuliar cophis of the assessments to 
the income ■ta.x. 'I'ho dates of these iet- 
^rs were in JHafeh, May, and^Augast, 
iSdo, and called upon the surveyors^for 
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copies of the assessment under the tax for 
the year 1815. For what purpose these 
accurate copies* of the assessment were 
required, it was now iraniateriai to ascer¬ 
tain ; but he believed no one could doubt 
but (Imt they were intended for no other 
purpose than foi- the belter cufurccinent 
.of the lax. Under these circumstances, 
it was very natural to suppose, that with 
the tax the application fur these as- 
sessiueiits would expire also : but tlie fact 
was nut so, for lie hud understood, from 
very good authority, that on tlie ITth of 
April, ISIG, ajiout a month after the vote 
of the Hom e had put an end to the very 
name of the property-tax, as it was Jiopcd, 
letters were issued from tlie treasury, 
calling upon these surveyors of taxes for 
full aud complete copies of the assessment 
of every man’s income. Now, if sucii 
were really the fact, lie, should wish to 
know wliul could be the object of making 
this inquiry into the ad^ir.s oi every man, 
after the act had expired ? It was to him, 
lie confessed, a perfect mystery. 'To 
gratify what curiosity, in wliut quarter, 
K'r what purpose, was this full and com- 
jifete top}”^ of the assessment of every 
/ban’s iiieoine— for iliose were the words 
of the letters—to>-be given ? Clerkaiwcre 
employed to make out copies of these 
assessments, and the returns niadp to 
London'were ordered to be kept in neat 
hooks, whicli weie accessible, not merely 
to the connnissii/ners of taxes, hut to every 
little petty clerk iti ihe office. With the 
hope, thovelbre, of hearing from the right 
him. gentleman opp>>site that no such 
orders were issucTf, or at least, if issued, 
without tiiq^authority or knowledge of the 
trcasuryj'he should conclude with moving, 
“ Tliat there be laid before the House 
copies of a Uireular Letter in March, 
May, and August, 181.5, from the tax- 
office to the surveyors of the, diifercnt 
districts, respecting the trariscnission^io 
the board, oi' copies of all as.'-essmeists to 
the income tax, aiulohf all letters on the 
same subject in April, 1816.” 

The chancellor of the Exckeqiier had 
noVojection to the production of the pa¬ 
pers galled for by the motion. Such a 
circular as the lio.a. and learned gentleman 
had described hud certainly been issued 
by the bout I of t*uee in the discharge of 
their ..dull, .sp new onders hud«,been 
issueiron Jie sAjeet; bill; ibwas obvious, 
’if some s ep of this •kind had not been 
^keov many irregularities itiust have* oc¬ 
curred in the coUection of arrets. 
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>rr. Brougham observed, tliat such 
>\nild not be the object of the returns, 
or it was mentioned in the circulars sent 
ro the collectors, tha.t the returns should 
he made out with neatness and accuracy, 
os they were to be kept ns records in the 
•-.ix-oiiicc. To such recJnrds being kept 
he had a most strong objection, as they 
would give an ip:ii'uir exposure of the pri-, 
vate circariistances of individuals who paid 
che tax. Me thought it unjust to have 
such documents to refer to, in order to 
see what such and such a man was worth 
at any particular time, and lie should soon 
take an opportunity of nfoying, that direc¬ 
tions be given to the board of taxes, in 
«)rder that they may take steps for the 
destruction of all such records. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that he siiould, when the return was made, 
be prepared to meet any motion the hon. 
and learned gentleman might think proper 
to make. ^ 

Mr. lianntjr deprecated this system of 
preJerving the records of the assessment 
of l!ie property of individuals, as being a 
remnant of that inquisitorial measure 
whieii the sense of the country had de¬ 
stroyed. *• 

'i ll* motion was agreed to. 

Lord Castlercagh gave notice that on 
^lon^lay he would move a congratulatory 
address to his royal highiijess the Prince 
Jlegent on the marriage of the Princess 
Charlotte. 

Mr. Wynn thought that on such an oc¬ 
casion tlie earliest day possible should be 
taken for the Address [Cries of ‘ Move,' 
move !’]. 

• 

C*viL List Bill.] The ordftr of the 
day being read, for taking into considera¬ 
tion the report which, upon the 16rh of 
June 181o, was made from the select cvim- 
inittee appointed to take into considera- 
tio» the Account presented to the Mouse 
upon»the 20th of March, 1J15, by Mr. 
Arbutimot (by command of his royal 
highness the Prince Regent) ^elating to 
his mtqesty’s Civil List, 

Lord Castlereagh ro.se, in pursuanie of 
the notice wliich be had given on a former 
evening to move for leave to bring in a 
bill for the better regulation of his ma¬ 
jesty’s civil list. The c&nsiderntion of this 
question was, lift said, attended with much 
erabarrassment, Sfom its very qomph'cated 
nature, which was audit that it was hardly' 
possible to mtdte a statement respecting 
so clear so freeirom ^1 difiiculties*, as 
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le gentloraen, who bad not giyen 
their iiinds to the subject more attentively 
than most of the hon. membeis of that 
House could do, to see all its ciMubina- 
tions, and all the inferences giir»\ii*g out 
of it. It was a question also> of great deli¬ 
cacy, as it went to expdse the imnicd^atc 
expenses-of the sovereign, tfnd'the ex¬ 
penses of the Crown were naturally looked 
upon with more jbalousy in tins euuntry 
than any other. In inuking tins assertion 
he did not mean to say that there was not 
as much generosity in this country rjs in 
any other; but, in this, as in all free go,. 
NXirnments, aij,'*, ii>tbis as the freest ot all 
more than in any other, an exce.-,* on this * 
head was viewed with a suspicious eye; 
an^ that which came immediately home 
to the sovereign, was uniformly a matter 
of anxiou.' and nutioual inquiry.* He felt 
likewise much pain in entering on this 
question, as there was no subject on which 
more misrepresentation had gone abroad; 
because a notion existed that the eivil'list 
expenditure had no connexion with the 
public »service, but solely related‘to the 
sovereign. Me wished to plaqg the ques- 
.tioii on fair grounds—be didmol pretend 
to deny that a considerable portion of the 
sums gr^anted for the civil lisf were to meet 
the necessary’expenses of royalty; but for 
the greater part'of ihem, it was-as-ceni- 
pletely a national expenditure for the ser¬ 
vice of the cowitry, as t7ie grants annually 
made for tlie army and navy, and every 
other department oft the public service, 
lie was anxious that the pioposition should 
be fairly understond, and rhat it should be 
sAn in a proper light. It was therefore 
his*intehtion-ibr the present*tb llirovff dut 
of his consideration the provision made on 
the civil list for tlig juisior branches of the 
royal %nily, as he should have to speak 
on tliat subject hergaftor. This he pro- 
p6sed to deduct iron! the expenditure of 
th(i civil list in tii^ estimate which he 
should submit to them, as also that incur¬ 
red for the Windsor establishment. The 
expanse last adverted to, the House must* 
be awt^re, arose from the,calamity that had 
falle’n on the counfry, by w'hich it found it¬ 
self witli a king unqbid to discharge the 
functions of sovereignty, but for wliomrii 
must, notwithstanding, keep up, a suitable 
estabUshpaent, If the eitpenses thus 
tliQiwn on the country were included 
in the estimate, ifk amotint would be 
1,3^9,000/., and out of this sura only 
409,000^ could be brdugbt home to the 
soypreign to suj^ort bis pubUc splendour, 
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or to meet the charge of his (lomi[;tic en¬ 
joyments; and in Hiis sum 60,000/> was 
compfeh^ded, which appeared in the first 
class pf the civil list for the privy pursCi 
as also the additional 10,000/. granted to 
lier.^minesty, wlSra itAecamc necessary to 
form '^at establishment of yrhich he had 
just spoken.' The whole amount,‘includ¬ 
ing eveiy thing, of the expense that dould 
fairly be charged to the sovereign did not 
exceed 40Q,0^., which, it would be seen, 
did not equal one-third of the whole of 
tlie civil list. 

-Having stated this, it would now be 
proper that the Housesbauld look at th'e 
' debts of the civil list, and here it would be 
seen, that though some had originated in 
the personal expenses of the ^ing, }9et, 
that the great mass of them were not in¬ 
curred by the sovereign, but arose out of 
the service of the country. One broad 
fact would serve to establish this, and to 
show how large the expcr.diture on the 
civil list for the public sf.r;,sice was in some 
years when compared with what it was in 
others.' In the estimates from to 
' 1811,. the average charge for foreign mi¬ 
nisters did 'hot 'exceed 200,(^Q0f. per an^ 
num. This was so low, in consequence of 
our being in 4hose years^ almost <endrely 
-^ut off from* continental conhexion; but 
now,*ft(]m the changes fn our political re¬ 
lations, there was-an augmentation of not 
less than 150,000/. on this Branch alone of 
the civil list. Of course this proceeded 
from the circumstance of our being at 
present in connexion with every part of | 
the continent, instead - of being in tl|at' 
situation* to phich he had just adverted. 
He, therefoVe,’again asserted; that the ac¬ 
cumulation of debt on the civil list, which 
had so often been aSuimsdverted upon, was 
occasioned, not by the excesses of the 
household department, but by the ip- 
creased charges on those branches of it 
which were connected with the public 'ex¬ 
penditure of the country. tHe wished tire 
^ouse to take the charges of the foprth 
and fifth classes of the civil list into their 
chasidbration; ta look, dt the provision 
made for the sovere^u, including the 
juifipr branches of the rpya! faai%, arid 
ihJr preseh^t Windsor eMabifshnaent. ‘He 
them to do. this, and then look at 
hi ^timates,'and compare them<wUh the 
hu^r^^ thrpvjfn on o(her copntries for the 
majmengripe of .their respective royaji 
liiimilie!$^' If, fdr.ins^nce, they looked 
at France, they woiildj find a sura’ of 
24,00(1,000 of Ijvires,^ about one million 
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stealing, was set apart for the royal faitiily. 
Of this sum no part was applicable to the 
public service, *as wdl'ss to the royal ex¬ 
penditure; but it was distinctly appro¬ 
priated to the royal family alone; and this 
sum was that which might fairly be com¬ 
pared with the 409,000/. of which he had 
r spoken^ and which were applied to the 
' same purpose in this country. The junior 
branches of* the French royal fdlnily were 
excluded from all participation in the 
24,(XX),*0(X) of livres; and they received 
largesses and other allowances from the 
country. There was another point of 
view in which.this subject ought to be 
contemplated. It was necessary that it 
should be separated from those unfair im¬ 
putations, almost amounting to calumny, 
which had been spread abroad on the sub¬ 
ject of the increased expenses of royalty. 
It was painful to bring these under the 
notice of the House; but ccrtainlyit had 
been argued, as if thsre was something 
wrong in the administration of the civil 
list, merely from this fact, that it had been 
impossible to confine its ckpenditure 
within those limits within which the Crown 
jiad undertaken that it should be bounded. 
'Surely it was unnecessary for him to say, 
that if the inconfe of a private indit'idual, 
or of a sovereign, had been fixed at a 
given sum fift}' years ago, from the altera¬ 
tions which had taken place in die general 
condition of things it was impossible for 
either the one or the other to sustain his 
establishment as formerly without some 
assistance. To expect this would be ab¬ 
surd ; as it would be to require an abso¬ 
lute impossibility. While on this subject, 
it ought always to he horns in mind, that 
from feelings of economy his majesty, in 
the early part of his reign, had consented 
that his civil list expenditure should be 
regulated on a principle difihrent from 
that which had formerly been acted upon; 
and had accepted of a fixed fevenue*, in 
lieu of those improvable funds whic*^! had 
formerly been appropriated to the Crown. 
Had not this change been made, and had 
th«.King conducted the service of the civil 
list throughout the whole of bis reign ivith 
thoseTunds which hod been provided for 
other sovereigns, and especially for his 
immediate predtecewbr, instead of coming 
to that th§m to discharge 

hia debts, he Kave.be)en able th hove 
avoided HtKetMiity o# such an appeal 
dririhg the fifty.six yehijk of his reign» and 
^ot mly wtenld'he nave been able to avoid 
coming to parliament for the discliBfge of 
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1m 8 debts, but there nvould have remained Hou« the best prospective view he wna 
to him a surplus of 6,300,000/. In making able to afford of the probable future ex- 
this statement he took into the account penditure of the civil list, and to ascertain 
the charges which would have fallen on how far the funds appropriated to it were 
the Crown had it' made all those provi- inadequate to the service for which they 
sions for all the numerous branches of the had been assigned] arj how additional 
royal family which had been made by par* funds (ould lie raised in a way vubst con* 
liament, and also all those charges whiclr sist^nt wfib public economy. It was proper 
had been taken from the civil list and carried that'he should here observe, that in all 
to the cobsqlidq^ted fund. Taking all th'ese the reports which had been made on the 
into the account, the Crown would have subject of the civil list froihthc> year 1802, 
been able to meet them all out of those it had been admitted, that the revenue was 
funds which it had formerly possessed, and incompetent to meet the expen'diture, and 
which bad been granted by* parliament to that a period must arrive when parliament 
king George 2nd. . From* this it would be should take tfic whole question into con- •; 
seen that the public had gained by the sideration, in order to decide what steps 
arrangement which had been made with it would be expedient to adopt, and how 
his majesty no less a sura than 6,300,000/. thfe deffeiency could best be supplied, 
in the course of,the present reign. The The period at which this inquiry should^ 
funds which in the reign of George 2nd, take place had been postponed to the ter- 
had been given to the civil list, were to mination of the war. It was deemed de- 
be made good by parliannent, if their pro- sirable that it should be discussed in peace 
duce fell short of 800,000/.; but should it rather than duNng the war, because it was 
exceed that amount, the surplus was to thought so long'Si^ the #ar continued, ex- 
be given to the civil list, and was not to traordinary aids, such ad droits, &c. would 
be considered applicable to the public be derived from it to the Crown, which 
service of the country; and thus a fructi- might make .any new regulatibn for the 
lying revenue had been put into the’handa time being ninneccssary. It was on this 
of the king. He stated this as a strong' principle that, the delay in settling the 
fact—Shot to lull the jealousy of the House civiHislfhad occurred, thoughjt had been, 
on the subject of the civil list expenditure, well known lor the last, twelve-year.5,that' 
nor k> induce them to undervalue that some such arrangement ^vas * wanting, 
economy which ought to regulate all their When^ however, peace*'had arrived, the 
proceedings at a period like the present, casual aids which had accrued to the 
but to dispel those clouds of mifsrepresen- Crown, of course, fejl in, and it became 
tation and calumny which had been accu- necessary to equalize the revenue and the 
mulated on tlie subject. He washed it to ^expenditure of the civil list. The third 
be known that the arrangement to which and last head on 'which he should'speak, 
he had referred had proved most advan- would be the prospective regufetionswhlali 
tageous to the public, and thaL the in- would be necessary for upholding the pro- 
creasbd charges wliicli had accrued on va- pqr splendor of the Crown, which ought 
rious points of the civil list were unavoid- not to fie reduced below that scale on 
able, and htid absolutely arisen ex nece^si- whicbitliad hitherto been maintained by 
tate rei~. This he thought it proper to the country, and'«?hich wm consistent 
state, that those who attempted to raise with the principles' qf the constitution, 
an Aitcry Against the supposed extrava- whi?e, at the same time, all due regard 
ganciA of royalty might be fold, that a otfght to be had to economy, and tvery 
very small portion of the debts Vhreh had effort made to prevent as much Waste as 
accumulated on the civil list originated in possible, in order to avoid a recurrence te- 
the immediate expenses of the sovereign, parliarrfent for further &8sistanoe. ‘ HiS 
Under these circumstances he proposed object was, in shor|, to iix the expent}!- 
to move fordeave to bring in a bill ftw the tore of the civib list 'on such' a footi^,. 
better regulation of'the civillist, and in witlf respect to its income, as should o^ 
doing tbis> while opening the subject, be to parliament the prospect of etfabli^lng 
should divide it jjito three heads; In the it for a viry extended period On racb a 
first plftce he should'•take a retrospective basil, that no fiirther appeal'to their libe- 
view of the divU liSt expen^ture for*a 8e-‘ «raH^ should be rendered’necessary, 
rbsof ye^ Olid thw^be sbouid compare. He should now proceed, in the %slr 
with a vtswnfiviiB reventtesl Ufider ihe’^ placd, to take ai fsetrospective view of the 
secoa4 he proposed tn ^bmit to the expenditure of the civil list. He wished 
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to state what the expenditure haabcen 
for a number of years, right or wrong, 
and whaf had been the income set apart 
to meet it. 

ITie average cxneiiililarp of ihc snven 
** '^ears, ii|> to* lil' I intlusivc, bad £■ 
amtiyiled to - - * » •* l.tOj-OOO 

Ijnhat of Ibe vear 1815! was - - •lS7-t,00() 

Of 1813 '. t,rAGf00fi 

Of 1814 - - - • - - 1,361,000 

Of 18*13 ... - - l,436,fK)0 

And tlie ye%i'tndfng 5lb Jan. 1816 - 1,480,000 

During this period the revemjes of the 
civil list, as he Jjiid niready statod, were 
uCiiqual to satisfy the demands titey were 
, intended to meet. In Tlie Sbven years up 
to Ibll, their average amount, under tlie 
settiemeni of If^Ol, was 99.'5,000/. Since 
that period, from various circumstancls, 
tFiey had Jicen swelled to 1 ,()fj0,0(X)/. It 
would be seen ,that the revenue, in the 
course of the seven years, had fallen short 
by about 1,000,000^.; andi-ince that pe¬ 
riod the deficiency had cfnsidernbly in¬ 
creased. Pn the ftice oC*'i»usvstatement it 
would .appear that there was a tendency 
in the settlement which had been made of 
the civil liffito create debt. If the House 
looked to the reptwtsof all tlu^committccS* 
which liad been appointed to inejuire into 
this sni)jeet, it would be fpimd, that dVery 
'"^jaae ofthej.fi had un-iforpily* pronounced 
that'tiie esiiraate of iS04' bad been com¬ 
pletely inadequate to its object, and was 
cot in fact borne out eithe’r by those cir¬ 
cumstances which had preceded, or by 
those which followtul it. On all hands, 
the insufficiency of the civil list income 
had been allowed, and' the augraentatym 
ofii’l bad oply been delayed on account of 
tiiose casual'auls derived frorVi the war, of 
which he ftad already spoke n. .The gross 
amount of the debi wMdi had accrued on 
the civil list since 1801-, was 2,50(i(K)()/. 
The liberality of parf/pment hild gran!,ed 
in discharge of that eiftn 7(52,000/. An 
advance made by the Crown from its West 
Indian revenues, and from.the surplus 
• the Scotch civil list, to the amouiit of 
J.,738,000?. had still further rcduced'the 
debt. During the same ]icriod, it waa to 
be jtecollected tljat the Crown out of the 
s^toe funds (in the year lii07, he believed), 
^dadva(\ped the sunl of l,(XX),000/f for 
tihe .servioe of the public, to meet the sup- 
pltj^ pf thejyear. If, instead rof doing 
(h^ the Crq,wn had applied this sum of 
.one million to the discharge of the debt, 
bn the civil list, so far from h^njing tftca- 
sion to apply to parliamqat for assistance, 
that sum would navjOi more thau cowed 
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the whole of the remaining debt, aild 
would have effectually prevented the in¬ 
convenient pressure which it had expe¬ 
rienced. But it wa.s not merely this sum 
of 1,000,000/. which had been advanced 
in 1807, that had bcco furnished for the 
public service, by the liberal consideration 
ef the Crown—m the course of the war 
the sum of 2,800,0(XV. had been thus ap- 
probriated. These fact.s wopld go fo prove, 
that «if the Crown liad been in possession 
of its former revenues, it would not have 
had occasion to approacli parliament for 
any assistance.* lie wished the House to 
be aware, that if* there had been a fre- 
(|uont recurrence to parliament, it arose 
from the misfortunes, not from the faults 
of the Crown;'nay, he tnigltt say they 
grew out of its merit, intajking at a former 
period, a fixed income in lieu of the funds 
ap|iropi iated to it, which lixed income had 
proved inadequale to meet tlie charges 
thrown upon it. He hud described the 
situation in which the civil list, down to 
the period at which the last, report on fltis 
subject had been luatie, «tul frohi this it 
would be seen that a snb.-equent accumu- 
lidion Vf debt was inevitable. Down to 
llic 5th of last .lanuurv, this situation of 
tiiii)g.s had continued, niul the debt iTicu;- 
red at that period amountetl (o 277,b27/. 
Tin's, however, Jiad been discharged«by a 
ftii'tocr advance out of the admiralty 
droits, as lie showed IVom olficial docu- 
menf.s, and he had no occasion to call on 
the Houie to make any provi.!ion for the 
liqnidalioii of that debt wliich had existed 
at the period last mentioned. The noble- 
lord then briefly recapitulated the sub¬ 
stance of 4ho statement which ho had 
made— fle re-stated what had beeif (he 
average expenditure, and what the average 
revenue of the civil list in the seven years 
encfing in 1811; he showed what had 
been the charges on it and thu moans 
of meeting them, in the yftars ]fft2, 
1813, 1814,‘ISIS, aijd 1816, and Hhving 
anew described the "former means of the 
Crown, aod the recent burthens of iIjo 
ci^.hst, he proved that had the. sovereign 
continued to possess the revenues which 
were formerly his, he could have met the 
whole of the demands referred to even on 
their late extended ctfale. 

He how fS Mje second head, on 
which he ?>i up^Wl tj) ofi?r some observa¬ 
tions to tl # Hattse; aocK in'doing this, it 
would be his obdect fb show, as nea^y as 
lie !^as able, w!^ was likely to be the 
charge of the civil list prospectivelv* a» 
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far as a judgment could be formed upon it to wl^h he had referred. Deducting the 
by those most conversant with the subject. 170,CF0O/. for the Windsor establishment. 
Gentlemen were aware'tliat an estimate the privy purse, and the allowance to her 
had been framed on the best views that majesty from the 1 ,33'),if to/. whieJj was 
could then be taken of the question in the the amount of his present cstinfatc, it 
course of last year. That estimate had would be reduced ^ IjUiflvlOo/. This sjs— 
certainl}' been framed frith reference to a the medium between tile charges had 
period of war, and also in contomplatiqj:) ^qccurfed on the estimates ef ISOt and 
of the existing prices of the various com- *18*11 was that to which he thought no ob- 
moditief of necessary consumption, j^t joction could be made, and those estimates 
though those were much greater thtip the were the criterion b}' whijjh he would wish 
prices of the present day, he did mot think it to be judged. * 

it fair to reckon on the continuance of the He lh(5n came to the question as to the 
latter. It had however been thought pro- proper *niodc of meeting the future expen- 
per that the subject slmyld be re-examin- •diturc of tl^c citiil list on the cstii'sifatc 
ed, in order to ascertain what reduction which he l>ad described. Parliament,, ha 
could be effected. The amouiU of the contended, had contemplated the necessity 
estimate made last year-was 1,478,682/. <jf augmenting the revenues of the civil 
Tiie gentlemen charged with the duty of list, noC merely in the reports of its corn- 
making those inquiries, had included some mittccs, which the right hon.»gentleman 
services whieli^'thad not been thought ad- opposite, and others, might maintain were 
visable to retain in the present estimate, not binding until they had been adopted 
which was in consequence considerably by the House; but he thought an aug- 
below the former. That which he had mentation hstebeensountenanced," if a 
n&w to propose amounted to l,3Sy,4f).'>/. direct sanctio^could not be proved to 
This, emnpared with the estimate he had have been given by the House collectively; 
just n>cntioncd of last year, presented a he meant in that law relating to the civil 
reduction of 139,000/. It was riglit fhat. list which •parliament had enacted, and 
he should observe, that a double expense which prdVided that whenever the expen- 
■«’a3»in some instance^incurred, from the tiitiir^ should exceed the estimate of 1804 
situation in which the country stood with by 124,000/., mr, what'was*t^ie same thine^^ 
respect to the indisposition of his majesty, the estimate of ISJ1 J>y lOjtKXV,, iljq^sub- 
So long as the king remained it tliis.un- ject was then to be'brought* before the 
fortunate predicament, some additional House, in osder that‘they might consider 
services must necessarily be charged, what steps it would, in consequence, be 
which, under other circumstances, would proper to adopt. JJe had already stated 
not swell the civil list. Looking fairly at the average expense of the civil list from 
the subject, he considered the expenditune 1804 to 1811, to amount to 1,103,000/.; 
thence arising ought not, to be deemed as ^he difference between whicli; jand that 
that which would attach to the" civil list in which he took prospectively as the avwage 
ortlinary times. While we ccAitinued to ofl,168,000/.,gaveanaddltianof6S,000/.; 
have both a king Ue facto and a king de ■ beiDg.the increase 'which he now called 
j«re, thi.s double expense was inevitable, for. If, then, aS increase of 65,000/. over 
The 100,000/., therefore, which was thus wHht i)pd been the average expendi-. 
thrown on the civil list, ought to be de- ‘lure up to I8l II was all that was demand- 
ducted 4roin it prospectively, as also the ed, he did .not think the House wduld be 
60!{i00/. for the privy pq^se; and with, Surprised at the magnitude of the charge, 
these the additional 10,000/. granted to whed so mfny new expenses bad beeiv 
her majesty in consequence of the situation tfiro’wn on the civil list. At present he 
of things at Windsor, Might not, then, musniowever,unite with bis estimate Abe 
the 170,000/. which had beeai granred by charge for thd Win^clsor establishment, 
parliament in 1812 for tlie serWe^s lost and me other expenses to be supported by 
enumerated, and which Mr. Perceval bad the civil list; *wqich brought it up ta (lie 
brought forward for the sanction of the sum he had before mentioned af 1,339,495/. 
House, be fakly taken from the permanent “iTie hicome of the civil,lisf( taking* the 
charge whicjlt his estitqate would bring on exchequer Tees at 48,000/.»and the Scotch 
the countiy. /He therefor|, did*not con- tees 10,000if.), wotHd amount to 1,088,000/. 
aider this estimate to be* wore than the This revenue^ compaited with the prospec- 
fair mean between the qbarges which ^ad tivq esiiwate of 1,399,495/. left a debcit 
been ^qrred on the civil list in the years of 251,000/.' B«t frdm this 170,000/. as 
XXXIV.) ^ ^ *• (0) ' 
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lie had before stated, ought in fairiress to 
be deducted as growing out of thoU cir¬ 
cumstances, consetjuent on the malady of 
his majesty. 

lic*should now submit to the House 
consideration of tl^e best way in which 
AisS^^iency of 251,000/. C 9 uld be sup¬ 
plied. It appeared to him there wi!re ttv<j 
itiodes in which this object might be^c- 
complishcd—by voting addition to the 

revenues of thejcivil list, or by withdraw¬ 
ing from it’ certain charges which would 
relieve it to that extent. He'was very 
strongly disposed to recommend tl'ie adop- 
"^lor. of the latter coarse. «He did not? 
•wisii to augment the revenues of the civil 
list, and ho should therefore propose, that 
it should be relieved from burthens to tl|e 
amount he had already mentioned, so as 
to leave il only liable to those which its 
income was suKcicnt to support. The 
House would feel all the embarrassment 
which must a/ise from leavit)g on the civil 
list cliarges for pubjic servin'ts which could 
»ot, from their nature, be fixed, and of 
which a-correct estimate could ransly be 
.framed. The income assigned to the 
civil list thus circumstanced, must be 
enormously too large at one*time, and 
totally inadequate (o the demands mode 
l^on it at^another. He therefore thought 
lUc ,^QUse would concur'With him in the 
propriety of withdrawing from the civil 
list those charges which were most uncer¬ 
tain in their extent, and which were most 
liable to fluctuationfor it must be evi¬ 
dent that great inconvenience necessarily 
resulted from such a vai;iation in the ex¬ 
pense of;any one branch of the publib 
servioeas bad^ccurred in that department 
with which he had the honour to be con¬ 
nected, and in which an increase of 
1 ;>0,000f., or even 200,might occur 

• in the course of a singlayear. He should 
now state from what aalses of the civil 

^ list he proposed to nmk’e deduedons. 1 a 1 

* the first place, he proposed^to take froiM 
• the expense of the civil list'the sum of 

' ;50,i)00/, which he should carry hp tlte 
consolidated fund, gnd whieli formed.part 
tbe provisions made Ky parliament for 
the junior branched pfathe royal family. 
This w’oold in evtery respeA be a desira¬ 
ble arrangement, as some inconvenience 
ani^ConfusiSmwould be avoided in^i^ing 
the whole of these allowances out of the 
^ cpnselidated fund. L&t year'it bad been 
in coutetdplation tb take from the civil 
list the 1^,000/. rfow charged dli itfiM 
the Windsor establishment fbjat a saviqg 


having occurred under this head the idea 
had been abandoned; and the plan which 
he had now suggested, would, he thought, 
be preferred. This adopted, it would be 
seen that on the demise of any of those 
illustrious personages their income would 
fall into the con^lidated fund, and not 
into the civil list; and should a demise of 
the Crown take place, the whole arrange- 
mfe^ would again come under the consi- 
der^ion of parliament. He next pro¬ 
posed toYelieve the civil list by lightening 
it of some of the charges of the fourth 
class, under tke head of the lord Cham¬ 
berlain’s department, which were ex¬ 
tremely fluctuating, and not capable of 
being tied down by any fixed estimate. 
He recommended that 10,000/. charged 
for the board of works, wliich from the na¬ 
ture of the repairs for various public build¬ 
ings which occasionally became necessary, 
frequently caused the estimate to be 
greatly exceeded. He» wished also to 
take 15,000/. allowed for plate to foreign 
ambassadors. Both these charges it would 
be seen were necessarily fluetdhting in 
their nature, and were, therefore, better 
delachcsd from the civil list, and submitted 
separately to the arrangement with re¬ 
spect to them which the House might 
think proper to adopt. From the seventli 
class he ^yould withdraw part of the sala¬ 
ries and ;filowanres to certain officers and 
persons amounting to 3,268/. He would 
next propose to take from it that ex¬ 
tremely fluctuating charge which came 
under the head of occasional payments. 
On this item he should gain 107,000/., 
which ho would, take instead of the sum 
of 278,000/.,for the charge incurred under 
the head hf occasional payments bad been 
estimated last year at 278,000/. This 
calculation liad been founded on the ave¬ 
rage ’of the preceding two years and three- 
quarters ; but that having been a period 
of wav, now tliat we were at peifce, a re¬ 
duction mighube expepted, and he wdtild 
therefore take it at tlte sum he had men¬ 
tioned. The whole of the sums which he 
had ^tailed, amounted to 255j768/> Hb 
had sfated 251,000/. to be the sum from 
which he wished to relieve the civil list. 
Gaming the 255,768/. which he had just 
mentfoned, the cbdtge of 1,339,495/., 
wMeh wai amdhnt of his estimate, 
weuld be tedHced to* i,Q^,000/. The 
inisome civil list ha bftd stated to 

bit l,088,727/.f'hnd thdlre was ihereforq a 
smflutPof beCwdai 4 and 5,000/. In the 
third tmder the head of foreign mt» 
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niSters, he proposed to effect a saving of 
16,400/.; and a further saving of 10,000/. 
on account of consuls. the arrange* 
raeot which he should recommend for the 
foreign ministers, they would be protected 
from that inequality of income of which 
they had now frequent reason to complain, 
and while furpished with ample nteans 
the discharge of their public functi^^ 
they wolhld no longer be •menacedfty 
that private rum to which their for^nes 
had been heretofore exposed. * Within 
the last year inquiries had been instituted 
to ascertain the amount of the fees re¬ 
ceived by the British dupsuls at the va¬ 
rious ports at which they vrerc stationed. 
The result of the investigation led him to 
entertain a hope that, under this head a 
saving of 10,000/. might be effected, 
making, with the 16,400/. withdrawn from 
the foreign ministers, a total of 26,400/. 

He now came to the savings in the 
branches more immediately connected with 
the household; and here he must declare, 
thSt he had no wish to popularise his ma* 
jesty’s ministers, by making a meagre pro¬ 
vision for the civil list that would not be 
found adequate to carrying itthreugh'jp 
future years. The estimate of the fourth 
clas# of expenses, whihh last year was 
2.54,000/. w'ould this year be 234,000/. 
beiwg a reduction of 20,000/. This 
saving was independent .of thd 22,000/. 
for the princess Charlotte, and would 
be effected in the lord steward’s depart¬ 
ment, the lord chamberlain’s, and the ! 
master of the horse. In the lord cham- ' 
bcrlain’s department fur the board oi^ 
works, he should propose 40^000/., and 
10,000/. for casual labour. -The expense 
of the lord chamberlain’s department was 
heretofore 85,000/. The department of 
the roaster of the horse had been 45,000/. 
last year, exclusive of 10,000/. fot the 
princess Gharlo'tte. Instead of. this, be 
slfouUl take <40,000/., and thus the whole 
amAint of the 4th class of expenses, instead 
of 254,000/, would be234i,0()0/, He should 
wish to compare this with th& expense of 
the 4th jclass# for the seveA years ^ to 
1811.; durmg which, the expense or that 
class would be fout^ to hare atitodnted 
to 259,000/. per annum, tn/l f(»* the two 
years up to 1816 to 270,O(X)/.; and though 
It would now be on{i|/>2^,000/., be felt he 
owed some e]/|>]anc[tion to the House, lest 
MV suipioidn should arise oit'the^ubjec]|. 
The .grounds on'' trliiclfc he thought the 
service of that class taigbtrhe 'peifornaed 
for^tliat .sum were, first, the fall in prices; 
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^h in regard to them, a mean must 
be tafen, as it would be equally erroncon.s 
to make the highest or the lowest the 
standard of his calculation) ; soqpndly, 
the expenditure of the princess Gharlotte 
was withdrawn from thi^lass; but it^w£.sr" 
not till last, year that uer expenses had 
i^cn mtlde the subject of a separate 
cnai-ge; latterly, too, there had been a 
saving in the furnishing of the apartments 
of the junior branches of tlie royal family. 
Another jind more adequate ground was, 
that a considerable sura had been laid out 
in the equipment of the royal bousehoj'*. 
Tor plate, .fornitufe, and other artides, 
which was an expense that would not* 
recur. Then, what he greatly calculated 
Oft was, |he relief from uncertain expenses, 
which had formerly so much disturbed the 
economy of different departments. On 
these grounds he did hdne, that, in re¬ 
commending .an estimate. 20,001)/. less 
than the fornmr, he was not in any. way 
misleading th^Iouso»'but presenting a 
fair and deliberate calculation! lie must 
here Add, that sotne of the departments 
had been relieved from issues iq kind,' 
which hadjieen committld for pecuniary 
allowances. 

He should'npw refer to tlie fifth branch 
which comprehended all the other expens^'*' 
of the sovereign‘’s establishments, ‘txetfpt 
th^jprivy purse. In this branch there had 
been in the Rite years an increase, com¬ 
pared with the year 1811; and in the last 
year there had beerf an increase of2,400/. 
on account of some compensations made 
tp the officers of the household, especially 
to the^royal footmen, who l^ad received in 
, mtmey a commutation for. their f??es in 
I consequence of an Address* from that 
i House*. Of thi% class the expense had 
i increased from *137,000/. to 140,000/. 

1 Joining these two ^classes together, which 
comprehended tiie whole of the household 

J penditure, their average expense in the 
ireq, years cending in 1811, would be 
' fo\}nd to amount to 378,000/. The estj- 
idhte ef the last year to 392,000/. The 
I eBt,imate of theqiyesent^ear only 370,000/. 
i Thus the prospective expense of the whole 
i household was ,8,000/.* a yfear less than it 
j had been in the seven years up to ISfl, 
which were the last years of |[^is majesty's 
expen^ture* It was alsiT'lo be recol¬ 
lected, that put of the^cala^ty of Win dsor, 
had aiisen an aadiuonal expenditure. 
Because it was not to |e expected that his 
Sbyal Slighnei^; when he assumed, the 
! q:;^eceiBe of, the royal authority, should 
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■■ turn away all his own domestics, oV that 
till’ menial servants of iu's majesty should 
bt; dismissed witliuut some compensation. 
The oUl And faiiliful servants of his ma* 
jesty, who were no lonpcr required at 
^'io^or, were' pi'o,vidcil for by a scale of 
allowahves, wliicii bad giventrise f.o the 
additional expense of this part of\he cpt^l 
list. 'I’liis would serve tp repel the calum¬ 
nies which Itad too often been thrown out 
by the encipigs, royalty, that there had 
been any javl-h'or criminal expenditure. 
The riglif hoy. gentleman (Mr. TVerney) 
whom .he hdd had some discussion 
on this" subject, would tfilow,*evcn though* 
lie should dicappruve of the exact amount 
of ?lxc rOyn] expenditure, that the increase 
unj3er Jliis head vvas but as a .drop tff 
waicT, a^pared with the other branches 
of pu|i^ service which were charged upon 
the, ctyit'.ti.sj, Ifoth sides of the House 
■w ddld'agrl'e that the splendof of the throne 
shoi4.d'nut be reduced, wl^ it was de¬ 
sirable that the income ^mdied to that 
purpose should be well administered. lie 
hoped, therefore, that there would, ht the 
'cud of Ihis discussion, be less difference of 
opinion than tjiefe had been in, the preli- 
niiniuy and interlocutory debates; aird 
that the spbjeet being pui^ge’d of the fca- 
••^imnies which bad obsaurejd itj the House 
nitglft'Srrhe at a satisfactory decision. It 
was a painful situation for the monarc^t of 
this country, who felt necessarily anxious 
to preserve the good (minion of tlic pcophs 
to be obliged to apply to parliament for 
f rants on account of expenses which were 
vulgaily ^lecmed’ personal. lie shoul(l j 
her^iy^'aa^pliuiation, which ha4 been | 
on aiorrner otmsion required by the right i 
hon. gentleman as to the reason why the ! 
estimate of the lordTcliawbcrlain’s depart- ! 
ment, in which, during tKe quarter'entJing ! 
January hist, there had jpeen aap excess, | 
had not, according to law,'becn laid before ! 
the House. During*that quarter, thcK I 
had been in progress an encgenditure aM 
lirigluon, occasioned by the establishment 
of his lloy.al Highness’s household at th%t 
place, n'spLcling which /Here had arisen 
a difficulty, It ajrose from this, that 
Bri^iton was niot a ray&l palace, but the 
prfvatc property of th? Prince Regent; 
jjotyever, $ was a royal residence; 
the lord fite^Phrd's dtpartmant was ex¬ 
tended tb that*place, qpd in a more limited 
■ degree in the lord.chamberlain’s depart- ' 
rnent, there wjis 4n expense cgpnectM 
with it for furniture sent ^herc. It was 
tiiere&fe referred to the treasury, to ccha- 
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j sider whether that expesis^ should be 
charged to the af count of th& household. 
On the whole, the treasury was of opinion 
that it' should not be charged upon the 
civil list, but should be defrayed from the 
droits of admiralty, He should lay before 
the House the minute of the treasury, 
..g»'plainiiig that transaction, and also an 
as^ount of the droits, and he hoped, when 
tlr^ considefcd the difficulty that ope- 
ratedi on the mind of the lord chamber¬ 
lain, and the advice given by the treasury, 
the papers would prove satisfactory. 

He'should rtbw recur to the third class, 
wliich included the expenses of that office 
over which he had the honour to preside 
—the foreign department. The total 
amount for this department in the present 
estimate was 226,9.^()/., wliich was a saving 
of'about2(),000/.compared with the amount 
of last year’s expenditure.* It was neces¬ 
sary for him to state, that the estimate this 
year was framed with a wiew to the extent 
of our foreign relations, which was ne^er 
greater than at present. It might there¬ 
fore in the course of events (however im- 
prijbable at present) happen, that our 
■ iorcign* connexions might become less 
extensive. If, by any circumstances, our 
continental relations should be natroWed, 
then of course, a saving would take place 
in tln^ branch. In contemplation of«tlie 
i possibility ol’ suvh an event, it was his in- 
I tontioi; to introduce into the Bill which he 
! proposed to bring into the House, a clause 
jiruvidingthat in case'a saving should take 
place upon this branch, the sum so saved 
(ihould be applied to increase the surplus 
of the consolidated fund. With respect 
to the fifth class of ex|)ense, there had 
been an arrangement made, whicli cduld 
not have been proposed without the ex¬ 
press desire and sanction of the Prince 
Regent. As this class comprehended the 
salaries of offices and the expense occa¬ 
sioned by the creation of new* appoidt- 
nicnts, it was* that to^hicli the jeal&usy 
of parliament might bte especially pointed. 
Under this (head, his roy«l highness had 
ill refined that not more than a cectain sum 
of n'ew expense should be added yearly 
till the*incrcased expense w'as reduced to 
that at w hirR it was supposed it could be 
permanently rarfied (>n. The yearly sum 
ahdve whMi no new expense was to bo 
added t' it .'whs .900/.;land this rqstrietion 
^ould till the 144,0(A)/. to whioh 

it had been raised on hccount of Ihe.al- 
lowan<?l;s to the* King’s servants was re,- 
duiietl to 125,000/. It was olsa in con» 
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templation (while £onic now offices had nient, li'C head of that department audited 
unavoidably grown up) to lay aside all and passed the accounts. In the depart-, 
fliat it was possible to dii>))ense with, in mcnts of the chamberlain and the master 
order to cover any expenses which might of the horse, the accounts were audited 
be thought advisable. before the commissioners of public* ac- 

The next beadj^nder which a very counts, but by reason of die .mass of bu- 
grcat change would be* made for the siness with which tnostr commissipr.ers 
better, was in. the class of Occltsionalij ovlj^lielmed, the last cfvil list ac; 
Payments. They had all hitherto bee/Jcouitt which had passed them was that 
defrayed dht.of the civil list, and the n/* for 1810 or 1811, and that for 1812 had 
ture of these expenses never came iSto been but now sent in. Thjs system was 
view. They had of late risen vety high most defective, and introducea* a laxity 
on account of the expense of foreign mis- and dela;^ In making up the accounts, 
sions. In the last year this class had risen The officer whom he proposed to appoint; 
to 340,684-/., and in the fegx before it had weuld have aU/acilities of communicating: 
been 320,000^. This sum, however large with the different departmente, and of call- 
it appeared, had rather fallen short of than ing the officers before him, and inspecting 
exceeded the expense under this head in the|accounts. This would throw on the 
the years 180J, 2, and 3, in one of which treasury a*responsibility which could not 
years it had risen to 37^>000/. and in an- now be supposed to rest on it. •This nr- 
other was 366,000/. He proposed for the rangement would not interfere with the 
future*thttt this branch of expense should comforts or dignity of the sovereign, to 
not be defrayed out of the ciyil list, but which it was necessary, that the sum ap- 
should be brought yearly under the vigi- propriaied to p^ 5 wide foj^-theni, should'Se 
lance of parliament. He should submit a w ell administerewT 
vote of a*competent sum for these pay- This .was a general description •of hia 
ments beforehand, and if this sum was ex- plan; which, he hoped, would be found 
cceUed, it would be necessary to justi^ consistent, with that liberality ihatT was 
the accounts before the House, and show* du^ to the Crown, and with that economy 
how tfte excess bad been*incurred, niis which vi^as called for by the country. By 
would give the House a most potent hold granting to the Crown a proppr fund, un- 
on that expenditure, which, above all connected with those expenses- 
others, afforded a latitude to thi discre- not, tg justice, to be charged on it, they 
tion of the Crown. would put this difficult and interesting 

The next head of the arrangements of subject on as satisfactory a footing as its 
the bill which he had to propose related nature would admit* The secretary of 
to the auditing the civil list accounts, state for the foreign department would, 
The House would see the essential neces- i under the new arrangement, be placed in 
sity and fundamental wisdom of bringing a ftiore arduous situation than he syer be- 
this expenditure under some; direct con- foro stdod iu. His responsibility wetild 
trol.* To this end it was necdbsary to be greatly increased, when, year after 
propose the creation of a new officer, who year, he "would bg obliged to justify to 
should act as the representative of the the Hoiise the tthcessity of the different 
treasury in the superintendance of this expefises his department—which were 
expenditure. He did not wish to shake of a description tliat gentlemen looked on 
thd'authority of the beads of the several widi a more.jealous eye than almost any 
depaftments, far all that slieok that au- 0fier.—The C^rown had been most un- 
thority also weakened* their responsibility, fairly, unjustly, and, unfortunately for tho 
This officer would have the means of ob- coimtry (for any odium cast on the head* 
sening ^y expenditure wliile it was of the, government tnu|t be injurious to 
going on, and making representations* to the’country), bedn accused of profusion 
the treasury on the subject Of anj*thing and extravagance.* From this charge it 
which appeared like extravagance. It wag his duty to te^ue the sovereign, and 
was evident, that unless the audit of ac- he.hoped he had succeeded. .In the bill 
counts, preceded or Slosply followed pay- which hp was^ about to movak.ilSr leave 
mentf so as to lhec$ the breach of regu- brtpg in, there were two or three clause.^, 
iations, the/ mere of little ,use. • The which, as they went* to alter the present 
audits at pre^nt w€re defective as to the* system, as supported byjact of parliament, 
quarter in which they were, placed, and gs it would bte necessary, ill the first instance, 
10 time. . In the lord steward’s dejJart- to submit to a'boramittee. He therefore 


% 
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meant to print the bill, without these 
clauses, which should also be prin^d, in a 
separate shape, and thus gentlemen would 
be enabled to judge accurately of the na- 
ture'of the measure. TJiere would also be 
placed in the hands of gentlemen the do- 
cum.cnts necesi^ry for a just understand¬ 
ing of the question. The iiVst pri,s, An 
ju;coiint showing tlie total amount of iUtT 
proceeds received iW«n the droits of the 
Crov^n and admiralty since the Ist of Ja¬ 
nuary 1814 to the latest period to which 
the same can be made up; t(}gether witli 
an account of the sums paid dut of the 
■"^tisoits since the same date j specifying by 
, ivbom received, and on what account.” 
The second was, An estimate of the 
probable future annual charge upon the 
civil list, and also a statement of Ihe 
amount charge from which it is pro¬ 
posed to relieve each class of the civil 
list, comparing the same with the estimate 
pr^ented iii-the last sessioA of parliament.” 
Tlte last paper w.as ” A c^py of the trea¬ 
sury miniue, dated SSd^FeBruury 1816.” 
The .'.poblc lord then concluded with 
moving, “ That leave be given to bring 
in a bill fdt the better regulation of th^ 
civil list.” * • 

Mr. Tierney expressed jiis determina¬ 
tion, notwitlistandiiig tli« m/casufe intro- 
Juc^bt the noble lord, to redeem the 
pfetlg? lie had given to the House, psa the 
subject of the civil list. . He shdUld at 
present say little on tlic subject, as the 
question would, on jVlonday, be fully dis¬ 
cussed. He would not then offer any ob¬ 
jection to the hill, but he did not thereby. 
pledge^imsclf not to oppose it, if necus- 
sas^ at a future period. He complained 
of the mapner in which the noble lord ii> 
troduced papers jo the House., They 
never were produced it was t^o late in 
the session to make use of themf A 
month ago he moveef for an Account of 
the droits of the Crpv^n,' which was ready 
since the 23rd of February, but it was \flt 
. forthcoming until the nobl^lord had mooe 
diis motion; and it then seemed to be pro¬ 
duced for the purpose of,creating embar- 
r^ment. The tiorrespondence, relative 
to the estimate a£ the; civil list expendi- 
tufe, for the quarter ending in January 
last, was ulso ready* on the 23rd* of 
February ^{g^d now, for the first time, the 
noble lord thought fit to profluce ft. What 
answer did the noble lord' make wAen 
called iipon to pniduce this paper, wipcb 
he adoutted was ready on a former ooc8< 
fjon ? Why, forsooth, thaKhe did not wish 
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to present it till he could accompany it 
with an explanation of his own; and yet, 
now that he harJ presented it, his own ex¬ 
planation was perfectly unintelligible; and 
I at last he was obliged to refer to the paper 
I itself. Thus he (Mr. Tierney), after all 
I the trouble and^paiifs he had taken to 
make ^himself acquainted with the esti- 
f'mates upon this subject, had now his work 
''.hi do over again, and had between this and 
i\r«*nday to devote himself, night and day, 
to examine the new estimates of the noble 
lord. Therefore he should be under the 
necessity of bespeaking the indulgence of 
the House, in consequence of the embar¬ 
rassment to which he was subjected by 
the very extraordinary proceeding of the 
noble lord. But such a proceeding was 
not more inconvenient to him than to the 
House generally ; for the information re¬ 
quisite to a correct understanding of tiie 
: subject to which he thought it proper to 
call its attention, was ^ms wantonly with¬ 
held, until it became impossible fully to 
examine that infonnation. The right lion, 
member concluded with observing, that 
hjs only object upon this occasion was 
that which the noble lord himself pro- 
,1essed, namely, to discharge his duty to 
the country and to tlie Crown, b; pro¬ 
viding such an arrangement with regard 
to the civil list as should be suitable to 
the resources of the people and to the 
splendour of tlie Crown. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that of all ques¬ 
tions that could bo brought before the 
House, the civil list was that which it 
would be most unfair and improper to dis¬ 
cuss in parts, instead of looking at it as a 
whole. •Th/.re was certainly, therefore, 
no just ground fur complaint on the -part 
*of the right hoc. gentleman opposite, as 
to the rejection of tliosc motions, the ob¬ 
ject of which was the partial discussion of 
tliis question. He was sure the House 
would acquit him of any intention of wra- 
barrassing tlm question. The right hon. 
gentleman, however,* exaggerate when 
he talked of the disadvantage under which 
he laboured from the time at which the 
acArunts were laid before the'House ; for 
he wquld venture to say, that when the 
right hon. gentleman looked at the ac¬ 
counts, he was so thoroughly master of 
the subject that he would understand 
them iu mmutes. • • 

Mr.,Ti^ey said, fhat;JiB -did^ not wish 
•the House to adopt the mere assertions of 
the noble lord and himself. This waf not 
tneeray in the question.,, ought to 
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l)c argued. It was probable that l)e him- royal foiiily from the other branches of. 
self might speedily arrive .'tt a knowledge the civil list expenditure. The noble lord 
of the facts; but he doubted very much had detailed the mistakes of several ad- 
whothcr he should be able to make the ministrations with respect to the civil* list 
House understand them. There were —those mistakes involving, in.fact, a vio- 
verj' few gentlcmenr-who Jiad ])aid much lation of law. But while '4hose mistfkes 
attention to this intricate subject^ and^^were not wipitett by any punishment, what, 
from the course which had been pursued^swijfNiy cduld the country have, that the 
he was afraid that the House would ncf. ^proposed law would not be also set at 
come to the tliscussiou with suflicient i.^ nought, if ministers were not rendered 
formation. . really responsible for its execution ? If the 

Kir Francis BurdeU rose to enter his provisions of>what was called Mr. Burke’s 
protest against the doctrine of the noble bill had been attended to, no excess would 
lord, that the droits of the admiralty ha^je accrued upon thg civil list; and what, 
should be deemed the private property of assurance had' tne House or the country 
the Crown, as well as against other prin- that the noble lord’s bill would be a jot 
ciplcs advanced by the noble lord in the more efficient than that brought forward 
course of his long speech. Into the dis- by Mr. Burke, unless ministers were 
cussion of those principles, he however bound to enforce its execution, and unless 
did not at prcsent^)ropose to enter. But ministerial responsibility was rendered 
as to the noble lord’s expression, that the something more than a mere name i For 
civil liift expenditure had a tendency to otherwise it woulfl bo absurd to calculate 
outgrow the parliarflentary allowance, he upon the efficiency of any legislative meft- 
must.obscrve, that according to his judg- sure upon this 'l*lie hon* baronet 

ment and the decision of common sense, concludefjl with repeating his protest 
the only way to check that tendency— against the doctrine of the noble lord, that 
the only way to prevent those connected* the droits oif admiralty were, not regarded 
with the civil list from contracting debts ‘as public property, as well as against other 
—was to resolve not to pjy tliem. This principles incidqntally introduced by the 
would I5e the effectual mode of guarding noble lord in tlje caurse of his tfpeech, He 
against any excess in the civil list, and trusted that, when-mptter can:iig,t^..bje.. 
minisC^s should be rendered responsible discuss??d, the House would give the ut- 
for the expenditure of the public money most att*bntion tg a subject of such vital 
in this department. If ministers were importance to the country, 
called upon to exercise a due degree of Leave was then givq;> to bring in the 
vigilance upon this subject—if they were bill, 
really responsible—then the House and ^ 

the country would have some security Papers relati]!i« to the Civit 
against the recurrence of tlfc^ excesses List,.and th^ Droits of tHe Crowst 
in the civil list, which had sp fre- ANp Admiralty.] The follovaing Pa- 
quently taken place, especially of late pers referred to in the cqprse of the pre- 
years. The hon. baronet said, he ap- ceding d^ate, wej^ presented to the 
proved of the proposed separation of tlje Housc,*by command of the Prince Re¬ 
provisions for the several members of the gent: ' * 


An EsTIMAtE 
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> 

An Estimate of the probable future Annual Cbarg(| upon the Civil List ;— 
^ and also, a Statement of the Amount of Charge from which it is proposed to 
relieve each Class of the Civil List ; comparing the same with the Estimate 
-vjiresented'm the last Session of Parliament. ^ 






" rt. 


CLASSES. 




First Class : 

■^Pensions and Allow'ances to the IloyaH'amily | 
Second Class: 

Allowances to the Lord Chancellor, Judges, &c.j 

, Third Class: 

Allowances to Foreign Ministers, including 
Pensions to Foreign Ministers, and Salaries 
to Consuls. . . 

FourtvFCba.ss : 


Bills'of his Majesty’s Tradesmen . 

• ' . Fifth Cl-ass: * 

*■ c * 

Salaries to Uie Departments of the Lprd Cham¬ 
berlain, ^ord Stewai;d,‘Mastc>r of the Horse, 
^ ^ 4i®8ster of the Robivi, anti Surveyor General 
“ 'of^t^orks, including Compensations, and 
Superannuation Allowances payable within 
those Departments ...'. 

SftiTii Class : 

Pensions limited by Act 29 Geo. 3, cap^ 82. 

• ^ 

^ Seventh Class i 

•" • • 

Sidaries'and Allowances to certain Officers andj 
Persons,...i..... 

Eichtii Ciass: • , 

Salaries to the Cotiinissioners of the Treasury 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer*.. 

Occasional Payments, not comprisetNn any of 
the aforegoing Classes...... 


ESTIMATE 
of the probable fature 
Aniiual Charge. 


298,coo 0 0 

t 

9 

32,955 0 0 


226,950 0 0 
209,000 0 0 


140,700 0 0 
95,000 0 0 

• 

r 

41,300 0 0 

13,822 0 0 
26,000 0 *0 


1,083,727 0 0 


AMOUNT 

of Chaiw fVuin wliich 
it ig propbgwl to relieve 
uic Civil Lut. 


S. flf. 

30,500 0 0 


25f300 0 O 




197,000 0 0 


255,768 O 0 


nB*ST CLAS8. 
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50(2. a ^ear. There were several other lenge of the noble lord, and to show how 
cases of increase in the Sjime column, and far the government were really deservino- 
reasons for some of them were assigned; of the confidence of parliament, in tl^^ 
such ^ the establishment of new stations, disposition to retrench and economize.' 
the erection of a powder magazine, en- But, said the noble lord, ^at reason 
larged duties, and _ in one instance, in was there to distrust mi-tfst'ers? Why 
order to put the individual uj^n the same simuld the matter be taki;jn out of their 
footing as the first clerk. The last reason, hands, \$hen it was admitted they were sr. 
if it might be called , one, was certainly mucK more capablc'of effecting the ueces- 
rather odd, and he wai>fi4ti aware before sary r^renchmrots? He would reply to 
that it was any object, in making out the that, t:^at it n’as not because h« doubtA 
accounts, to have a perfect symmetry and the po Ver of ministers to enforce prd^- 
beauty in their proportions. But for the tical eegnomy that he withheld his con- 
increase to the master-general’s secretary, fidence; it was not because they were 
no other reason was aligned than the worse qualified to accomplish it; but be- 
warrant of the prince regent. Now this cause he doubted their inclination. He 
was no reason at all; stet pro rcUione vohm- believed they had no intention to retrench. 
tas; such a warrant was no justification Hf knew, gt least, that they had not re- 
whatever. In the customs there had been trenched, and he could judge of their in- 
an enormous increase both of ofiice-bearers tentions only from their conduct. All 
and of expense; no less than 134 new the steps which they had taken in the 
offices were created, with an expense of business were towards one part only; 
137,000/. a year. Allowing, however, for limited in their direction, and carrying 
the diminution of* offices and salaries, them onwards only a ve^'Short space, 
during the same period, and striking the In fact, no steps at all had raken 
balance, there would still remain 110 new until their table covcreolnth peti- 
offices created, and salaries to the amount tion^, and the gove^nw?nt shook under 
of 60,000/. per annum; the whole ofi which the ferment wflich their conduct had ex¬ 
augmentation had taken place during the cited througliout the country. The season 
last Jear. In the excise, 48 new offices of economy commenced vnly wjth the 
had been added, and no diminution on the season of public indignation, and^with the 
other side. The salaries of those officers rejection of the property tax. Even the 
were 24,(XX)/. a year. Thenie was another three inquisitors of the noble lord, little 
department, the mint, in which it might as he valued their labours, and worthless 
have been thought, after the repeated dis- and nugatory as he was sure they would 
cussions in that House, respecting the be held by the country, were never ap- 
state of the currency of the realm, that no pointed, he believed were never thought 
attempt would be made to enlarge tlie ex- of, until the rmticc of his noble friend for 
penses. It might have been imagined, if the* present motion,—a notice which it 
there was any department under govern- was well known would experience the 
'iCffiut, any recess into which the spirit of greatest favour in that House’, and the 
augmentation and expenditure, for the most unahimous oencurrence out of it- 
sake of patronage and increasing the her- Kememliering ail these things—beholding 
thens of the country, would not have ^e- in the conduct of ministers nothing but 
netrated, the tnint was that precise depart- the tardy, reluctant efiTorts of compulsion, 
men*. And, indeed, so little pretext had —convinced that tlid’y would retrench 
they for any increase,—so little work was only so far as tWey might !je driven to it, 
there to do—that they were liot able to and no farther,—how could it be expected 
make any material enlargement.* It bore that he, individually, how ^ould it be ex;- 
no proportion to the increase of salaries pected that parlianient, should confide«itt 
•and offices * in the other department; their assurances ? Words cost them no- 
nevertheless, new appointments had been thing, and words they freeij bi^towcd. 
found out. There was the master’s porter. Promises they lavis'fietPJn profusioiK be- 
^ salary of 52/. per annum, and an cause promises they hoped'would^ull tue 
office sweeper, with somewhat less, being, vigiIance*of tha{ House. But fie trusted 
he supposed, inferior in dignity to the the decision of that nigjit wvttld prove to 
f • He did not conwlain them, and to the country, Islat the solemn 

of these places or emoluments, as adding fluty now devolved upon them would be 
much to the public expenditure; he men- faithfully discharged, ire were other 
Honed them only in answer to the tfhal- proofs which he could f jlie, lo eataUiih 

\ 
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the insincerity of government upon the good reason for that salary and appoint- 
question nf* public economy. When tjie ment, but he should like to have the rea- 
ecpinatcs «vcre rirst brought forward, they son. It did not appear that there was 
stated to be a rniiiiinuin. A noble any other officer, with the same salary, 
lord, wheo) he was sorry not to see in his whose appointment liad teased. Whether, 
place, said'tW they were framed upon a therefore, it was to be considered as a 
calculation of/the Jowest penny.' There clear addition in the expense of that de- 
.«ould not be a man less; not a'farthing partment, or a substitution, he could not 
less. The existence-of the country, the say. There were ^so two engrossing and 
safety of her colonies, retjuired evc^jy repi- copying clerlsi^^fth a salary of 2o0l. a 
^lent, an^ cw'ry hundred pound*. Yet, j year each; and two assistant examining 
Aver the money was gone whicl^was to ! cleiks, whose salaries amounted to 550/. 
fiupjdy that expenditure, when our estuh- j A new office was created, too, for what 
]ismnent.s at home and abroad were to be vvere called the three attached architects. 


the same, when our colonics were to be ! 
continued as before, w'hen no idea was i 
entertained of surrendering any portion 
of our territory, the estimates were taken 
back for furtlier cnnsideraiion, and were 
considerably reduced. Why were they ■ 
reduced? JJeeause'that House and the j 
country began pretty loudly to cxjrrcs;' iis j 
sentiments yiear, bear!], 'i'lie peli-j 
tions which cuip.e up frum all parts, took i 
a ne^' turn. They did not coniine tlieni' 
selves merely to tht* i^opeity tax*; they 
spoke, in fifni, bijj^>a»^]cctt:il laiiguagc, of 
the large iniiitary estah!ish»ftv.nts; and not 
till then did the govcintneflt (because 
they du I St noUdo olherwise) revise and 
rctrenclr'^hose estimates, winch they be- 
Ibro said were perfect and reduced to 
their lowest fllear, hear!]. That, he 
thought, was another reason lor support¬ 
ing the motion of his noble friend. 

In the document before the House, 
some important tlltails were afforded re¬ 
specting the board of works. That de¬ 
partment apj-icarod to have uiuiergoub a 
little revolun«)n, commencing from the 
month of*A))ril in the preceding year. 
Comparing the present with the former 
establishment, great changes hadircen in¬ 
troduced, especially in regard to salai ics. 
The surveyor-generlll, for exanipic, in¬ 
stead of having 500/. a year, now had 
1,500/. Why I He shc|^dd like to know 
the grounds of that alteration ; hut he 
could never kn^w them from vague asser- 
tiViis made in that House. Thp informa¬ 
tion could be obtained only in a select 
commit|^'c. papers, no returns, no 

t^sul^rv debate, «»ulTl uflbrd the requi¬ 
site infohTiatioiT—that information which 
the people, whicli- the situationi of the 
country, miti. wliich the condition of the 
fmaoces had a\gtlt to exact from minis¬ 
ters. Then, there was an assistant sur-* 
voyorrgeneral ^ cashier, with a salary 
of iiOOO/.* a There might be a 


What the meaninig of attached architects 
was, he did not'pretend to know ; he sup¬ 
posed it had one meaning, that the indivi¬ 
duals were cordially attached to their 
salaries, for it turned out that they had 
1,500/. a year of the public nroney. There 
were five clerks of the wiyks, with salaries 
amounting to 1,000/.; twelve labourers in 
trust (another official term which bafiied 
his conipreiiension), with a salary of 100/. 
a year cacli. Ignorant as he vvas of *ihe 
arcana of office, he could not b». expected 
to understand the nature of the service 



more offices v. t^e cieated by iln^ new 
arrangement than what had subsisted 
under the okh Again, tlierefore, he would 
repeat, that nothing but a committee could 
enable the House to sift these matters to 
the bottom. I'he explanations of the lion, 
gentlemen opposite would not be at all 
satisfactory. The scrutiny of a committee 
was the only true course of proceeding. 
There they tould bring assertions to the 
test of evidence. There tliey could exa¬ 
mine persons, and receive depositiamr 
from thorn, which, chough not upon oath, 
y^ they knew that what they said would 
beUukcii down, and they were responsible 
for the truth of their evidence. 

But it was said a parliamen^ry inqfuiry 
would be so tedious. He did not see why 
a select cAnmittet; should be so slow. 
And, indeed, his noble friend had intro¬ 
duced a clause into his motion as if to 
atfticipaie that very objection, requiring 
the committee to report from time to time, 
with all convenient dispatch. So that if 
the committee were to sit to-morrow, and 
find a department capable of retrench¬ 
ment and modification, they might report 
imma|liately to the llaus;(e, and a bill naigbt 
be brought in in the course of the pre¬ 
sent -week for regulating it. Codlo as 
tnudh be said or tlie conHnlssiqp which 
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noble lord bad appointed? What bad 
they done? Nothing. Had they made 
any report? No^[Hear, hear! from 
the ministerial benches]. To whom had 
they reported ? Was their report upon 
the table of that House ? If they had 
reported to government, why had not go¬ 
vernment actethi'upon tlieir report ? In 
one way or other, therefore, a delay of 
four weeks had taken pi.tt;i^g^uring which 
time it did nut appear that any thing had 
been done towards the practice of that 
economy about which so much had been 
said by ministers. He would venture to 
predict, that if any important oflice or 
salary had been abolished^ or any c<.nsi- 
deraiile reduction made, in consequence 
of the labours of that boasted commis¬ 
sion, the. noble lord would not have gone 
through his speech without stating the 
extent of those.retrenchments. There 
was one material defect in the appoint¬ 
ment of tlic commission. Tliey acted 
under instructions which were wdiolly in- 
contpatible with the attainment of the 
real ohp cfcs of the inquiry. They were 
confined tn a limited period, having to in¬ 
quire 'inly into otHccs which liad.faeen 
adtied Since 1792. J^ut tlierc were many 
est.'ih'Mshis.ent-, many great salaries, exist¬ 
ing prior to 1792, which ought to be sub¬ 
jected to the most rigorous extmiination. 
It would well become them,^wl)cn carry¬ 
ing their retrenchments into minute 
branches of the public service, when 
cutting down salaries oi’ petty clerks, and 
putting others upon superannuated pen¬ 
sions, to sdl whether there were not per¬ 
sons in greater stations, occu^'ing larger 
cilices in the country, endowed with moie 
tanple salaries, who miglu justly come 
under the investigation of that House. 
He called upon the noble lord to say whe¬ 
ther any salary had been saved to tbe 
public, which salary amounted to a consi- 
derafiie sury, the holder oi' which was an 
individual of rank, or wlierc the salary 
itself gave patronage to the drown, and 
infiucnce in purliunieiU ? W!iy were not 
the lords of the admiralty, for example, 
overhauled, if he miglu use the exprei- 
sion? There were a first lord and six 
others, three of whom were lay-lords, or 
landlords. He was not very well ac¬ 
quainted with their proper designation; 
but, wdiether they were to he called lay- 
lords, or landlord^ or by whatever pther 
title they were caned, he was certain they 
were useless lords [A ,laugh]. .The 
noble lord jybo spoke last bad referred 


him to his noble friend who brou^t for¬ 
ward the present motion, for an account 
of the duties of the puisne lords of the 
admiralty and treasury, and desired 'to 
take his opinion on the expediency of re¬ 
ducing their number^ The tioble lord 
had madv this reference v,ith a kind of 
triumph, and certainly anticipated an an« 
swerunlavourablctohis (Mr. Brougham’s) 
argument [Here lord Binning said acros|< 
the tab*', timr lie merely nequested thA 
lion, am.' learned gentleman to apply tJ 
lord Althorp for information, and had 
manifested no desire of triumph]. He 
luui obeyed tlie noble lord—be had con* 
versed with his noble friend upon the sub¬ 
ject, and found that his opinion, and the 
information lie all’o.-ded, entirely con¬ 
curred with ^lie policy which he was now 
recommoiiding. That inlormation, with 
all the weight attached to it, liis noble 
friend was well calculated to give, from 
his near relationship to a noble statesman 
(earl Spciiccr), who, at tl^e-head of the 
board of admiralty, swayed the iiavak re- 
sources'of Great I^itnin, to his own im¬ 
mortal honour, in onb^oi^the iqost trying 
situations, and'during a series of the most 
tremendous 'conflicts that this country 
ever witnessed. He was authorized to say 
from him, tlmt during a season of the 
most active warfare, when the enemy had 
powerful fleets at sea, when we were 
obliged to defend our extensive com¬ 
merce from hostile aggression in all quar-. 
ters of I lie globe, and when our shores 
were threatened with invasion—in short, 
in the very heat, and bustlc.'and exertions 
of flic most vigorous naval contest, lord 
Spcnccr had given it as his opinion, that 
he hud more I ay-lords than he had any 
use i'or. If, then, |is he hud found upon 
the inquhy recommended to him, he was 
authorized to state, that in tlie most im¬ 
portant war that tlii? country had been 
ever engaged in, and ^vllen we had more 
than 1,000 ship% to be directed, two or 
three of the puisne lords of the admiralty 
could be spared, in the opipion of a com¬ 
petent judge, what reason was there for 
supposing that the full number was now 
necessary ? As a great part of oj^r naval 
establishment had "t>em reduced, , their 
number should likewise be diiflinished. 
This inference be was authorized and 
compelled to draw. He miglu recue to 
another.autbority in sup*port of this con¬ 
clusion : namely, the authority of a report 
made by a committee the House of 
CommoQSf of which the^resent Speriter 

\ 
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was chairman. He, indeed, owed some [Hear,hear! fromiheministerialbenches], 
apology to the noble lord, and the ri^ht If it was not 4 sinecure now, he could say 
hon. gentleman opposite, for presuming that it was so considered both during the 
to appeal to auUiority which they so much administration of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Ad- 
disparag^d, ood for taking any assistance dington. A change must lately have 
from that slow, tedious, indecisive, and taken place by which it was rendered 
inefficient iiAtruinent, a committee ap- effective, for, before it was filled by the 
''pointed by the House, which, in connpa- hon. gentleman who now enjoyed it, no 
, risen with their own 'treasury commission, duties were attached to it. Some of the 
hhey were disposed so much to lilify and commissionejswHlIht be reduced, as the 
Ipppose.' H& would, however, ftate the president was the only active member, 
opinion found in this document, which was and was capable of fulfilling all the duties 
the 17th report of the committee of in- of the board. But if we might judge 
quiry into the civil department of the ad- from late occurrences, even his employ- 
miralty. After giving its opinion against ments were no( Very urgent. It was now 
any reduction of estamishment during the nearly three months since the death of 
continuance of active hostilities, it sug- the earl of Buckinghamshire, who lately 
gested it as a subject for future dclibpra- presided over that board, and no successor 
tion, whether, at the termination of the had been appointed. For some time bc- 
war, and the consequent diminution of fore his death he had been disabled from 
our naval force, it might not be proper to giving that close and regular attendance 
carry retrenchment of office into the which an efficient situation would require; 
board of admiralty itself. Here was an but, notwithstanding this long virtual and 
adiqission thatf peace would allow a reduc- actual vacancy, there was no complaint 
tion of the board of admiralty. He was that inconveniences were experienced, 
willing to confess, however, that'such an What was the language of stfch a state- 
opinion, as it mfmy eiq^nated from a ment as this, but that there was no great 
committee of the House, aqd not from a pressure of business at the India board, 
government commission, might not carry and that the duties of that establishment 
great weight along with it:^ but if it was might, by somc*arrangement or oth*er, be 
of any use, it entitled him to infer, that transferred to the colonial department, 
the salaries of two of the lay-lords might without detriment to the public service, 
be saved to the country without detri- and be a great saving to the public purse f 
ment to the public service, and that a Much of the public money would thus be 
commission appointed by the treasury, saved ; but the most important saving 
with instruction 8 <.not to extend their in- would arise from that reduction of in¬ 
quiries into places that might so benefi* fluence in a government that^as already 
cially be abolished, was to be considered too strong the constitution. Not one 
as a mere mockery. of those places which he had spoken of 

He woqld next advert to the board of would be touched by the treasury corn- 
treasury : and here he was happy that be missioners : not one office which gave'*tffii 
had his noble friend’i^authority,.founded influence in the House would come within 
not, as in a former instance, on his father’s the scope of their inquiries. Yet all these 
experience, but on, his own, for stating situations ought to be abolished in time of 
that he thought thq places of some of the peace, because they were useless, and the 
puisne lords useless. There were here money that they cost the country should 
six lords, and only two, the first lord and be given up to the people, or expended on 
the chancellor of the exchequer, were active anu bene&cial services. They 
effective. Like the lay-lords of the ad- should bt: abolished, because the country 
miralty, the rest were.required to do no- required relief, and because there would 
thing but sign certain minutes, which I tlms be a saving: but it was *not alone on 
might Ife as well signed by any other in- account of the value of the salary which 
dividda^i or with^t any signature at all their reduction would save that they 
but that of the effective members of the ought to be abolished, but for the value 
board. There were other /iffices fo which, of the liberty that they saved to the coun- 
if Ab were not trespassing on the time of try [Hear, hear!]. 

;be House, he 'might advert. • Hfe could Ho might be asked vhf he seized the 
not pass by the board of control, as a fit* present moment to go back to the consi- 
iubject for ecc^mical reduction. The aeration of offices that our ancestors had 
lecretBiy's pffice here was a sinecure san^oned, and which had existed so long 
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without icrutiny or challenge; and he 
was not at a loss to return a satisfactory 
answer. The last war had been so 
long and so extensive-—it had altered so 
much the habits of our political constitu¬ 
tion, and made such inroads upon our 
liberties—we had arrived at such a state 
which was called peace, but which en¬ 
tailed upon us all the expensive establish¬ 
ments of war, and was <:nnQected with 
distress which in war we did not feel—our 
debts had increased to such an over¬ 
whelming and alarming amount, and had 
changed so much the property of the 
country—our colonies haa<been so greatly 
(he would not say dispropoflionally) mul¬ 
tiplied—the establishments of govern¬ 
ment, and consequently government in¬ 
fluence had been so much extended be¬ 
yond what our ancestors could have con¬ 
ceived or permitted—the patronage of the 
Crown had acquired such increase, that it 
was now high time to take some steps to 
restore the constitution to its former 
vigoitr, to recommend a return to the 
spirit that appeared in the better days of 
our history, and to ward off the ruin that 
threatened our national character, our in¬ 
stitutions, and our privileges. If the ne- 
cessity*wa8 now urgent, the occasion was 
likewise favourable. The noble lord had 
boasted of his negociations; and, certainly, 
if his treaties were worth the jralue of the 
paper on which they were written, or if 
our victories were worth the money that 
had been expended in celebrating them, 
we had now arrived at a period of pro¬ 
found repose. No enemy threatened us 
from without, and not the sligh^t whisper 
of tumult or disorder was heard from one 
endUof the country to the other. There 
was nothing, therefore, to alarm us in any 
quarter, or to draw our minds off from 
attempts to rectify and ameliorate oihr 
condition by salutary reform. We could 
not b% met by the terrifying phantom of 
the dangers of innovation, nor could our 
endeavours be paralyzdd by pdinting out 
the appearance of popular excitement or 
disturbance. In God s name, then, let us 
apply ourselves in earnest to restore ouf 
institutions, to improve our national cha¬ 
racter, to return to the maxims of eco¬ 
nomy, and to heal the wounds of the 
country—that at the end of the session, 
members may have the consciousness of 
having conferred substantial benefits, on 
their country, and, when the prorogation 
arrives, may meet their constituents with 
^ the conscioqgness of having perfornfed 


their duty, and of having, to a eertain ex¬ 
tent, repaired the injuries which war had 
created [Hetir, hear!]. 

Lord Binning said, that the commission 
of which he was a member could^not re¬ 
port to the House, as they were instructed 
to report to the treasury; but they had 
not been idle—they bad already made' 
several reports. 

Mr. Rnbinson said, that the hon.. andV 
learned g'entlcman had made a very inge-^ 
nious speech, but a complete fallacy ralV^ 
through the whole of it. The hon. and 
learned gentleman had argued on the 
papers now' before the House, as if they 
referred to the state of the ofBces to 
which they related at the present time; 
whereas he must have known, that they 
were framed !n the last session of parlia¬ 
ment, and framed with a reference to a 
state of war rather than to a state of 
peace. Having stated this, it would be 
seen, that the arguments of the hon. and 
learned gentleman fell at ^nce to the 
ground, unless the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman could show, which he defied him 
to do, that no alterafinrjiad been made 
in the course of the present year. On the 
subject of the office of the secretary of 
state for the colonial department, th^hon. 
and learned gentleman had wasted a great 
deal of his eloquence, as very considerable 
reductions had taken place in that parti¬ 
cular office. The same observations could 
be made, if he were to follow the hon. and 
learned gentleman throueh all the other 
statements which he had advanced. In so 
doing, he could prove that the documents 
on which the observations of the hon. and 
learned gentleman were founded, had 
been framed to meet a state of war. The 
increase of expense, fio which the hon. and 
learned gentleman had alluded, would be 
found to have been greatly diminished, 
and consequently, what had fallen from 
him that night was a colbplete fallacy. In 
the pay-office, last year, there was a dimi¬ 
nution of expense, amounting to but 
7,000^. Since last January,*a further re¬ 
duction had been mqde to the amount of 
30,000/. It certainly appeared, that there 
were some additions in the custoags and 
excise. These hacT nd reference to a 
state of war,but to a state of peace. l)aring 
peace, the pract||ce of smuggling became 
more general than in dmp of war, and in 
consequence,, greater efforts were neccs- 
sftry to rraress it, and to protect the re¬ 
venue. This alone would pe sufficient to 
account for the increase el expense under 
\ 
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the heads he had mentioned; but he was by the right hon. gentleman.] The hon. 
prepared to contend, t^at because addi> and learned gpntleman, if he knew of that' 
tions had been made to an efficient office, act, must have forgotten it at the moment; 
it by no means followed, that a prima or else it was very odd that he should 
facie cate had been made out against mi- make those remarks which had escaped 
nisters ofbeing negligent of economy. On him. The act he had mentioned furnished 
, the subject of the office of the*surveyor- a satisfactory justification of the office 
' general of the works, the hon. and learned which had been objected to, and he should 
eentl.'man had enlarged, as if he consi- like to know if it was a sufficient ground fur 
tiered this to be a mn<.t outragaous job ; i the House Iw^Mnitulc an inquiry, that the 
tag if it/uridshed the fullest evidence of a hon. and learned gentleman had liitlc or no 
^tdtal disregard of economy on the part of information on tlie subject. If the hon. and 
ministers: indeed, from the magner of the learnedgentleman wasatallacquainiedwith 
hon. and learned gentleman, he hardly the act to which he had so frequently had 
knew what he thought of it. He had I occasion to refjeflr, it was odd that he should 
dwelt particoJarly on the SOO^. and on the ' have complained of the “ attached archi- 
1,500/. which were put down against this j tects," as these were established by the same 
office, as if the most cxtrqyagant >yaste j bill—He complained of the course pursued 
had taken place with respect to it. The j by the hon. and learned gentleman in the 
hon. and learned gentleman hud not been ! strictures which he had made on this sub¬ 
in parliament for several of the last years, j ject, and on the artifices to w'hich he had 
or he must have known more than he ap- ] had recourse, in order, unfaiily, to make 
peared to knpw about this offict*, in regard ! out such a case as would answer his pur- 
of which hc'Uitd been so loud in his. cen- i pose. He had noticed the twelve “ la- 
suites of government. Had he been in the ! bourers in trust,” and had commented on 
House, he must Iffiwknotvn that in the, this phraseology. It might fie very bad 
session bufore la»*|^bill had been brought ; grammar, but still it was the language of 
in for creating this very officy, and that the i an act of parliament, and he believed it 
salary now attached to it, which he consi- to be an old English mode of expression, 
dere^ as being most extraordinary, bad He did not, hcTwever, mean to stifnd up 
been attached to it by act* of parliament, for its correctness, but at the same time 
Before tlie office was created, those who it appeared to him as intelligible as many 
performed the business of it, instead of other plirasas which were allowed to pass 
the salary by which it was now remune- current. Whatever difficulty might be 
rated, were allowed a per-centage on all; in the way of understanding this, he 
the matetiais purchased for government; i should be quite as much at a loss to com- 
and the amount of the produce of this per- ' prclu nd what was meant by a “ professor 
centage was so great, that the salary^now ! of medical jurisjrrudence.” That phrase 
given in lieu of it, instead of being an in* j might be avery proper one; but if it were 
crease, actually constituted a diminution I allowed foprss unquestioned'for its singu- 
ofWpense. On the same principle on | larity, the hon. and learned genlletlffin 
which be had defended the office of the j ought nut to be quite so hard on the 
surveyor of the works, he might defend wording of our acts of parliament.—He 
several others whi^h had been subjected { now came to notice what had fallen from 
to the animadversions of the hon. and ' the hon. and learned gentleman wiyi re¬ 
learned gentleman, namely, on that of i spect to the three lords of tlxs admiralty, 
their having been established by act of who it .seemed so long ago, as when earl 
parliament. Under these heads, if an in- Spencer was in (ffiice, had been found 
crease of expense should appear, 'it did perfectly useless. Of earl Spencer he was 
not follow that a committee ought to be sure he had a?; high an opinion as the hon. 
appointed to inquire into the cause of a*nd learned gentleman, or aby man in the 
such increase, and ij^ could not be shown country could have, but he w'as a little 
that tl\gre were afty grounds for censuring surprised at hearing the statement that 
ministers. It should seem from the ob- i that noble earl had thought the three 
servations of the hon. and learned gentle- lords in question wholly useless. All he 
man, that he waa not aware of the exis- could say was, that from the experience 
tence of that act of parliament to which he bad had, he could oot agree with this 
he ^Mr. Robinson) had particularly af- assertion, and felt himself called upon 
lud^ I^Mr. brougham intimated that moA positively to deny that the situations 
he was no stranger to the act mei^ooed of these lords were sinecures^ 'While he .. 
. t / 
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was at the board, he had found that con¬ 
stant duties were attached to them, and 
when he had retired for a little relaxation, 
it was found neteessary to employ others 
to perform tfaeni. If the hon. and leatncd 
gentleman who had complained of these 
offices as useless^ Were to try one of them, 
he would soon'find it was no sinecure. 

Some of the duties which Ite (Mr. Robin¬ 
son) had had to perform wW’e of a most 
painful nature. The proceedings of courts 
martial in cases of life and death (as there 
was no reference to the Crown) were 
brought before the lord high admiral and 
the board. These he- haS, been obliged to 
read over; attentively to consider, and 
finally to report on them; and this duty 
he thought it would easily be conceded 
to him, was nothing like a sinecure, cither 
in labour or in feeling. It would also be 
admitted, that this was a duty of some im¬ 
portance; whether he had performed it 
well was another question; but what he 
had said would prove that the office was 
notVholly a useless one. He felt it ne¬ 
cessary t(f oiler a few words on what had 
fallen from the hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man towards the close of his speech, re¬ 
specting the board of control. In the 
first ^ace, he denied tliaf the members of 
that board who received salaries bad »o- 
tlting to do. He could appeal to an lion, 
friend near him, who had giwn np almost 
his whole life to the service of the board, 
if he found his situation bore any resem¬ 
blance to a sinecure. The hon. and 
learned gentleman had endeavoured to 
prove that the office of publjc secretary 
was a sinecure some years ago, but his 
hon. friend, who, in eifectywdid much of 
the business of the board, could testify 
that such was not now its character. 
During the administration of lord 8)4- 
mouth, the gentleman who was appointed 
to tl}pt situation, he hardly knew how to 
describe him, but he might say, he was 
an hon. member who, had rn|tue himself 
very useful by the pgrt he had taken in 
promoting the erection of penRentiary 
houses, hadi he believed, found the offiqe 
to ho no sinbeure. If he had found it 
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one, he must have discovered some means 
of relieving himself from the duties of it, 
which others had not been so fortunate as 
to hit upon. 'J'he hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman. was totally mistaken if htf supposed 
the illness of lom Buckinghamshire had at 
all interrupted, or suspended the business 
of the board. He, notwkhstanding^his 
illness, was unremitting in his attention to to confer. 
(VOL. XXXIV.) iz 


business, and though it required a great 
effort'on his part to perform it, all the 
endeavours made to induce him to desist, 
and to take some relaxation, we^e in vain. 
He was not content to perrorm.it at home, 
but, in ypposition to ^he intreatics of his 
friends, persisted in going regularly to hig 
office. Though in the last few weeks be¬ 
fore he died, lie was compelled to Icaqm 
Londoil) yet during the ^liole periom 
while labouring under the greatest 
tion, in whicii he had ever seen any man, 
the noble earl’s mind was wholly bent on 
the duties of his office, whicli he conti¬ 
nued to perform, so far as this could be 
done while he was under the necessity of 
residing at a distance from London. 
During his abode at Bath he arranged the 
embassy to China, and transacted besides 
much business. Mr. Robinson said, be 
had seen him go through it while there, 
till in common with all the friends of that 
noble lord, he became al^med for the 
consequences of such exertions on-the 
part of g man in his declining state. This 
statement, he trusted, would be sufficient 
to correct the nrror info which the hon. 
and learned gentleman had' fallen with re¬ 
spect to the board of control. It would, 
he trusted, prove that he had been grea tlj i 
mistaken, and that the offices in question 
were far from being the sinecures he had 
supposed them to be. Under all the cir¬ 
cumstances, he could see no reason for 
adopting the motion of the noble lord; 
and he trusted he had«made good the 
assertion with which he had set out, that 
the .speech of the^hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman furnished an ingenious fallacy, but 
no argument in its favour. . 

Mr. Lamb thought that, after all the 
explanations which ifad been given, strong 
grounds for inquiry still remained—an 
inquiry which, withwut any disrespect 
to the members of the new commis¬ 
sion, would be better executed by a cotn- 
mittec of that Itousc. The right hon. 
the fhancellor of the exchequer had 
founded his objections on fhe lateness ol 
the session, and the tardy progress of a 
committee. He did not think that t^hnical 
arguments like theae.jvere saitea to a 
period of such severe and general piessure, 
or tliatthyy were such as could weigh with 
a House of Commons anxious to discharge 
its duties to fhe counti^. Tlte House 
was now calTed upon to consider whether 
they would at length give to the people 
those benefits whicb thej' were expected 
It was said, on the other side^ 
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that^onQdetice ought to be placed in the 
pledges oifeted by the JPriDce' Eegent^e 
ministers; but he believed the pledge to 
which tlie public looked, end on which 
they founded all their hopes, was the 
solid and substantial one given,by that 
House in its defeat of the minister’s pro¬ 
ject for renewing the property tax. If 
House did not redeem the pledge 
^n given, tijey had only excited idle ex- 
jK^atioriS, and acquired a delusive popu- 
lamy [Hear, hear!]. He could assure 
the noble lord, that his absence from a 
seat in that House, to which he had only 
returned this session, had but served to 
confirm his conviction of the embarrassed 
situation of the country, and of the extra* 
ordinary symptoms which bad accompamed 
the return of peace. It was not, he ad¬ 
mitted, surprising that a war which had 
shaked every throne in Europe, and 
driven everj' system of finance except our 
own, througlitthe ordeal of bankruptcy, 
shmuld in its ctinclusion be atttended with 
extraordinary effects. Such multiplied 
and disastrous ocej^eAces could not pass 
over own h'eads lilfe a summer cloud, and 
leave MO trace behind. TJic country, 
however, had done its part: nothing was 
.Jj 2 ^Mt*seen but a spirit of cordial co¬ 
operation, and mutual desire to accom¬ 
modate. A noble lord opposite had talked 
of attempts at propagating a base delu- 
sioQ. He bad seen with as much regret 
as the noble lord a few exaggerated state¬ 
ments in diiFerentfiublications; but in that 
Houses and on the part of his lion, friends, 
j he denied that any practices had been 
adopted, or any topics adverted to, which 
were calculated to produce erroneous im¬ 
pressions. In point of fact, he did not 
believe that any delusion existed in the 
public mind in relation to this subject. 
The public were ae*little led astray into 
wild expectations, dand bad as clear and 
distinct B view of what was practicable in 
retrenchment, as the n^le lord. What 
was looked to was example, and the effect 
of just prkici|ffes adopted with sincerity, 
and carried into operation with vigour. 
Sitlbe the period when he bad first the 
bqrtOur^of a seat iii..>aliat House, he had 
ne^r seen in it so much apathy to consi¬ 
derations of economy*—an apjilhy too 
^11 corresponding with Ae disposition of 
Ad ^vermnent. • He begged, however, 
to'^wiafn itoinisters, and to Implore th« 
TIdtisd entertain the belief that a 
similBI’di^fiiAy wflas to be found id the pre¬ 
sent Siijhibd of tile people [Hear, ! j. 


It vras/’-tTn unfortunate cotncide»cey that 
thia Inidtf^enco hitherto manifested^ ex-» 
cept on one memorable Occasion, should 
occur at a period when' bbj^Iar' inOetii^S' 
were suspended, and the lexpressipn of 
the public voice was -consequently re¬ 
laxed. Friendly as he was to such de¬ 
clarations of public feeling, he should be 
sorry to see the functions of the executive 
assumed on t'iicse occasions; and it would 
be most painful to him to find that a per¬ 
suasion prevailed, that, without the con¬ 
stant supciintendence of the constituent 
body, there was no security for the public 
service. Should such an opinion how¬ 
ever prevail, it would be owing solely to 
the conduct of ministers. In ordinary 
times, inquiries of this nature were better 
intrusted to the government; but under 
extraordinary circumstances, and when 
retrenchment was to be ‘carried far, and 
to be directed to great objects, be waB 
satisfied that ministers had neither the 
courage nor the means of carrying it jnto 
effect by their own influence^ and he 
submitted, therefore, the propriety of 
arming them with the authority of that 
House [Hear, hear!]. He believed 
indeed that no inquiry or reform in¬ 
stituted under flie sanction of the pre¬ 
sent ministers could be effectual, or give 
satisfaction to the public [Hear! from 
the treasury bench]. It was true, per¬ 
haps, that no possible S 3 'Stem of retrench¬ 
ment or reform could satisfy all the 
hopes w'h ich sanguine spirits might con¬ 
ceive ; but the mere mention of the word 
inspired r.K^hing but distrust, when applied 
to the existing administration. He had 
had many O^.portunities of marking this 
impression on the public mind. It was 
chiefly founded on the attempt to impose 
unconstitutional taxes, and to procure the 
consent of parliament to exorbitant esti¬ 
mates, both of which they had been rora- 
pelled to relinquish. This fedlin^ gave a 
new colons to tli« language universally 
employed, and created an opinion, that it 
was necessary to watch every motion of 
tlie government, and that the best and 
only security for their conduct was, to 
withhold from them the public supplies. 
He begged them to reflect, that they held 
in their ha^s not only their own cha¬ 
racter and f^^ibnsibility, but the character 
of the codntry and the safety of the con- 
stitufion. Their meastff'es* most certainly, 
inst^d of exciting confidence or affection, 
had^itherto produced nothing but aliena- 
fioni jealousy, suspicion, andlistrort. 





.Lord ..Spealser; 

1 beg t;o.K^;;|ii |9 4jb^ House, tbatsl.iuiye 
to tl^e^eecn of the hon. gentle- 
mait who hja^ijudtsat down, with all the 
satisfaction. wldcjlJ used to derive from 
hearing him address to tlic chair, when he 
had formerly a saat in tjiis House, and I 
do not dider from him as to the general 
principle on. which he is disposed to dis¬ 
cuss the question now undcneonsideration. 
I am perfectly willing to join issue with 
him on this point—that no administration 
can or ought to exist in this country, 
which has not founded itself on a rational 
and well-cousidcrcd systlpi of economy, 
and which docs not exert itself to carry 
that economy into all parts of the state, 
so far as the circumstances of the times, 
and the nature of the offices necessarily 
kept up, will admit of this being done. I 
perfectly agree trith him in the feeling, 
that that government must be short-lived, 
as it ought, to be, which does not effect 
.every thing in the way of retrenchment 
ana economy, that can safely be at¬ 
tempted ; “but I differ from him with re¬ 
spect to the present feelings of the people 
of this country; as I am confident, that, 
liowever strong their wishes may be in 
favouT of a proper system of economy, 
they are not to be led away by the cla¬ 
mour raised on this subject, to wish that 
government, which has cc«ducted the 
country so happily, and 1 may say with so 
much glory through the war, should now 
abandon those sentiments which they have 
^ways professed, and .those principles on 
which they have hitherto ac'te^ and on 
which they now depend to^arry the 
country through the difficu^es of peace, 
and thus to lose the most iatkresting re¬ 
ward for all their exertions—that of seeing 
tlie complete ti;iumph of the opinions 
they have uniformly maintained. .From 
the inference which the bon. gentleman 
seemed inclined to deduce from tho sup¬ 
posed state of feeling in the country, that 
there exists any party*which tlie country 
would prefer to that now in pfiwer, to 
have the administration of its anairs, I to¬ 
tally dissent. • I deny that any wish has 
been proved to have been expressed in 
favour of any otbef. party that may be 
opposed to the present, government, and I 
ht^e it. wib, |)0,;4^Qmpdqd that no 

party oatit be to wh^rtie people 
would the authority* of a 

governmeu^;^, if. jnp,. party cep be found 

ip whose ithp peep^tpibt djBce 

confid^ce* long 


without speb popfidence being reposed .in 
them, IjJshalV think tl»e situation of the 
country .badi .Indeed. This is a doctrine 
which I cail^. suppose the hon. gentle¬ 
man disposed-< to maintain. Ifj however, 
he is inclined to thinl^thatin economy, or 
in any thing else that ought to distinguish 
the administration of a country like this*, 
the gentlemen about liim stand higher ^ 
the cstbnation of the public, than’ th^ 
political opponents on this* side of the 
House, 1 sincerely wish that I aS wotiud 
endeavour to supply some practical proof 
of the fact. If this can be ctone-r-if it 
can be shown that the gentlemen in oppo¬ 
sition to the government, and not the go¬ 
vernment, possess the confidence of the 
pet^le, in (^d’s name let the present mi¬ 
nisters retire from their situations to make 
room for their adversaries; but do not 
continue them in office, and withdraw 
from them that confidence and those 
means of forming its own^arrangements 
which the executive goverrmient ought to 
retain so long as it is permitted to exist. 
The suggestion of tfie hon. gentleman, 
that by the appointmL'nt of a*comraittce 
to inquire whpt reductions may be effected, 
the interests of economy and the wishes 
of the peopfei^ would be better confiuj(gj|^ 
than by leaving in the hands of ministers 
that power which now belongs to them, I 
deny to be correct, and 1 spurn at the 
protection which he oilers by this com¬ 
mittee, to save ministers from the weight 
of that responsibility yhich they must 
otherwise be content to bear. I seek no 
such coyer asisherchcldoutto roe for what 
I may take upon myself to recommend to 
parliament; and 1 do not desire .the impu¬ 
nity the hon. gentleman profler$. It is 
my wish to do my* duty to my country,' 
and to submit my conduct to the decision, 
of parliament. Tins hon. and learned' 
gentleman and his friepds may attempt;to 
delude the country by their stateuieotf sOft 
the subject of Economy, retrenobinoot> 
and Reform: but if they believe t^ey have 
succeeded—if they think tUby ahot^^n 

that the present miaisters are less 
I on these points than themselves, and; tpac 
I the nation is 8atisfie.d.jyitb their Allowing 
—1 desire nothing i^re, tbaib<^that this 
may be practically brought, to issue. Till 
this is done, 1 shall fearlefisly do my duty, 
by^ giving the Crown ;that advitte which 1 
(hioK the inter^ts of the eou.ntry demand 
should be given* .and cheerfully submit 
^the result to tbedonision of parliameut- ^ 

► Having thus explained tiie principie iqr 
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H'bich I «m guided on. this occasion, I 
sliall now proceed to consider the sub¬ 
stance .of the proposition made by tbe 
noble lord. In looking at the,; case brfore 
us, impdrtant as it is to ibe best inte¬ 
rests of the country, it divides itself into 
ttvo questions perfectly distinct m them- 
|)|^y€s. They are both mo^. important, 
Jrot they are distinct considerations. Tliere 
j^ihat wliich relates to the patronage and 
IJ^uence of flie Crown, and there is that 
wnich relates to tlie reduction of expen¬ 
diture—to the subject of public economy. 

J will first oiler a lew words with respect 
to the consideration of economy. The 
speech of the noble lord was distinguished, 
as the noble lord’s speeches in this House 
ahVays have been, by the mildness of.its 
tone and the moderation of its character; 
but certainly tbe noble lord has been in¬ 
duced to countenance the delusion at¬ 
tempted to be practised by the bon. gen¬ 
tlemen opposife, and more particularly by 
Uearned gentleman, when 
they inculcate the notion that any degree 
of economy would alibi'd a practical re¬ 
lief to the county, .Sir^ .there carmot 
be a greater delusion than to,declare that 
any economy wliich it is possible to ob- 
even the sweeping away of all 
vnicial situations, would allurd a practical 
relief to what are called the sufferings of 
tile country. I do no.t state this in order 
to diminish the responsibility of ministers 
on tills subject, or to discourage carrying 
economy to the gi’eatest lengths to which 
It can prudently be carried; but I state it, 
because it is an abuse to say that^ie 
greatest economy which it may be pos¬ 
sible to introduce in our public expendi¬ 
ture can make the difference in the coun¬ 
try between suflering tknd not suffering. 

I now beg leave to make a few observa¬ 
tions on that brancb»of the question wliich 
^^ncbes the patroqage and influence of 
the Crown, Man;y gentlemen certainly 
entertain tbe opinion, tSiat even before 
the war the patronage and influence of 
the Crown wts'e excessive. No doubt, 
there are some who entertain 
tnif; opinion at present. But this I can 
fiay witb confidence^hat it has not been 
^ u expre^ by parliatnent. I 

ask the bon. gentleman on the lower part 
of the opposite bench, if„ on thfi discus¬ 
sion of this subject the general under- 
Btsoding of parliament was not this—that 
the psi&onage and influence of the Crown* 
w era not ■ felt by this House to be exces¬ 
s' and that the object was not to r^Ujce 
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that inflate, but to introduce a prin- 
cipte of activity rather than a prineijne of 
sinecure. This, Sir, is the opinion of 
pacHaraent recorded, af^er repeated dis¬ 
cussions, in the resolutions of tin's House,' 
which stated, that the influeace of the 
Cronm was not more extensive than was 
consistent with the interest of the coun¬ 
try, but that it was expedient to convert 
the sinecure eflices into some other modes 
by.which the Crown might be enabled to 
reward merit in the various departments 
of the public service. Whatever, there¬ 
fore, may be tlic sentiments of tlie hon. 
and learned genxlemau and bis frjends on 
the su^ect of cutting down the patronage 
and infl^uence of tlie Crown, that which I 
have already described is tlie extent of the 
opinion expressed by this House on the sub¬ 
ject. If the noble lord means to endeavour 
to convince parliament that the patronage 
and influence of the Crown have grown 
up with tlie increasing expenditure, until 
it has become too great with reference to 
the liberties of the country (which,'for 
my own part, I consider to bc'deeply in¬ 
terested in preserving the just patronage 
of the Crown), let him submit that prin¬ 
ciple to the consideration of parliament; 
but let him not, '■with a view to ccodomy, 
strike at that legitimate and necessary 
patronage and influence of the Crown, 
which is rcoignized by the constitution, 
and whicli has always received tbe sanc¬ 
tion of parliaraeut. 

But to come to that which is tlie true 
question before us; what is the course 
which p.,trliumeQt ought to take for the 
revision o^hose public ollices, which are 
either of anf ‘':'it establishment, or which 
have been (i!j-eatcd for tbe better conduct 
of the public service in that new state of 
things occasioned by the extraordinary 
course of events in Europe for many years 
past? 1 apprehend that to be the spope 
of tlie motion wliich we have to-night 
to consider; and the question is, how 
the dcsireif reform* can be most rapidly 
accomplished, and how the existing ex¬ 
cesses C3U be controlled, until we ar¬ 
rive at tliat ultimate point which the in¬ 
terests of tile country require. Sir, on 
this part of the subject 1 entirely concur 
in the opinion of an hon. friend of mine, 
who has said that if we mean to do this 
well, and* to do it quickly, parliament 
ought not in tbe first iastunce to take on 
itsejf that which, properly speakirtg, is the 
function'^ of -the executive government. 
For *were a committee of this House ap* 
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pointed conformably to the tnotiQa offljie 
noble lord,, that committcie muat noQesr 
sarily apply to persons in office for inform 
mation, and muM in a great degree be 
guided by their .judgment. Is it, there¬ 
fore, the course prescribed by common 
sense, to take the question in the first in¬ 
stance out of the bands of those who are 
itie most competent to consider it, and to 
throw it, with all its crudkaes, into the 
hands of a committee of the House of 
Commons; which committee, haring no 
knowledge whatever of the interior or¬ 
ganization of the offices which it is required 
to examine, must seek‘for information 
from those who are alone able to communi¬ 
cate it i The objection made by my hon. 
friend to the appointment * of the com¬ 
mittee proposed by the noble lord, is not 
a permanent objection. My bon. friend 
did not iuaintain*tbat parliament ought at 
no time to enter into the proposed in¬ 
quiry. All tlmt he contended for was, 
that the executive government should 
iirsf be left to do all that it could on the 
subject: and that parliament should not 
in the first instance institute an inquiry; 
as it was by no means the most competent 
eutliority in which that inquiry could ori- 
ginatl. A great part ol* the difficulty of 
the present question arises from the im¬ 
possibility of reducing the expenditure of 
the various public departments instantly. 
Can a committee of this House judge of 
tjie best day, or week, or month on which 
such or such offices ought to cease ? Are 
not the persons at the head of those offices, 
acting on their responsibility^ md under 
the eventual control of parliaAmt, better 
qualified to say when tbei^llips likely to 
arrive on which the abolition ojisuch ofiices 
may take place, without detriment to the 
public service ? VN'ould it not be better 
to refer the subject to those persohs, 
rather than to appoint a committee of 
this 1tlou»e for the purpose of extracting 
from its proceedings a cover for his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers, to scTcen tbAn from the 
proper responsibility of their situations? 
Sir, 1 feel that 1 should insult the good 
sense of the House, by arguing this pdVt 
of the question any further. On the face 
of the subject it is evident that it ought, 
in the first instance, to he left to the conr 
sideration of his majesty’s government. 
If parliament should be dissatisfied with 
our condqct, then in the next session let 
tlie omissions of which we may be con¬ 
ceived to have been gnil^y^ b^^])Q*nted 
^ out. ^But atothu^ can be more atfturd 


than, (the hqn, and learned gentleman 
and bi|jfri^da,^onld endeavour now to 
run a men w(|l;h>ius majesty’s government 
in this the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman friends were in th« govern¬ 

ment, they might pcstiaps do’so with ef-' 
feet, buf in a committee of the House of 
Commons, they would find themselves 
quite unequal to the undertaking.. AU 
this is, ^n my opinion, so obvious, .thaT^ 
shall abstain from troubling th^ House 
with any further observations upon it.v'lf 
the Hou,sc should think difi'erently from 
me upon the subject—if they should be 
unwilling to leave the responsibility**of 
this inquiry, in the first instance, in that 
quarter in w'hid), according to my judg¬ 
ment, it ought 10 be left, namely, in the 
executive oracers of his majesty’s govern* 
ment—if the arguments of the hon. and 
learned gentleman should lead to a want 
of ccnfidence in that government on the 
part of parliament, the bes^ course which 
they can adopt is, to addrcl^p the Crown t6 
remove the ministers whom they cannot 
trust, Uut not to actf towards them in a 
w'uy which must embarrass and entangle 
the public service. 

Sir, I profcbt against the course of ar¬ 
gument adopted by the lion, and l earned 
gentleman, iii hostility to his majesty 
ministers. We have done nothing that 1 
know of which ought to deprive us of the 
confidence of' the House and of tho 
country. It ought to be no disqualifica¬ 
tion fur the discharge of our other duties, 
that we discharged one oTthe most painful, 
(but which with our opinions was the most 
imperative), in advising parliament, after 
relieving the country of a burthen of 
eleven millions, to continue a firoductivc 
tax, not fbr a permanency, but for two 
years only in order- to sustain the credit 
of the country, and ^ that means more 
effectually to relieve the pressure on all 
classes of the commuhity. 1 beg leave 
also to contend*that we have not been 
justly exposed to the loss of the con- 
fidei^c of parliament and tlie codlbtry, by 
the mode in whidt arranged the esti¬ 
mates submitted to the consideration of 
this House, and by the reductiono which 
we conceived miglif^itji prudence be 
made in the public expenditure. The 
hon. and learned gentleman asks what 
ministers were about hptween* June and 
the beginning of the session of parliament. 
*rhe battle of Wati;rioo, he says, decided 
the war. Sir, the hon. and learned gep- 
tlemaa is ope of those who are great pro- 


HOUSE *Plft 


phets f^r the oecUiCrj^e of the evicts 
^ic^ toey liredict. ‘I^^'n5(yi»el& ^tbp^h 
I c6rt^bly thopglit tliar^<^totue-pf^\^ 
ttolOo would in all probabyiip|ij#t,e com¬ 
plete epcttp the war, I did jee^J^untU tbe 
a^jpiw conblusion of pca^^e, consider it 
Went ojr wise on the pairi of Great Bri- 
„tp; reduce her military establish- 
whatever might be done with 
to our naval establishments, 
ip fact’, began to be reduced from 
f^^inoment of the arrival of the news of 
;hbi>attle of Waterloo. As to. the rate 
df the subsequent reduction of our mill- 
t#, establishments, 1 do believe it was as 
l^pid as was consistent with prudence and 
with the true principles of national ecq,-. 
nbm. In one week after thp ratification 
prance of the treaty of peace, the ex- 
moditure of the country was reduced 
irom eighty millions to thirty millions. 
All reduction of this nature requires time. 
At the close, of a war involving such a 
complication i(f objepts, the movements 
tot^rds a diminution of expense must be 
deliberate. Everjr* thing must Be done 
with order .and accuracy. Nothing ought 
to be unduly accelerated. 

What is the next reproacm which it is 
attested to cast on his majesty’s minis- 
IBfff That, in the course of the discus¬ 
sion which took place on the estimates of 
the army, we disclosed to parliament pro- 
pin^d reductions which, in the first in- 
stsi&ce, we did not particularise. Sir, if 
die honi gentleman opposite wish for it, I 
have, no objection to give them credit for 
the active discharge of thchr public dqtics 
on this Occasion; but then they must on 
d(e other hand allow me to say, that in 
my conscience, 1 believe the great mass 
or the reductions whisA have taken place, 
wqidd bdye equally occurred had that ac¬ 
tivity neVpr display,ed itself. The hon. 
and learned gentleman founds his attack 
onthis nuijesty’s ministers' on this subject, 
oh fhe observation made by my noble 
friend, the Secretary at war, who».wlien 
he iutirdSduced V the estimates, said,* that 
they^weire the lowest ih amount which the 
dw^stances of the time would admit. 
Ir.l^|.hen. and leati^/gentle^an applies 
his^'remarks to Uidmimbers of the army 
Imitated in thpso e^imates, I am ready 
th^diifiim the declaratiqh of i&y noble 
^"thd the number was not too great 
?^le»( not to future years, but to 
In point of fact, par- 
TOt^<3^drred^ in the reasons given by 
> ministers lathe discussion on. 


i, ^ no reduetJon took plaos 
th jj^ h^ber pf the tcopptu . {But if the 
hon. s^nd learned gentlen^n means, to say 
that my noble friend .'did not allege that 
it was,pi the contemidatiqqj^ his majesty’s 
government to maxe parlous reductions 
not comprehended in the estimates in the 
collateral branches of the military expendi'^ 
ture, I am so far from allowing the truth 
of .the statement, that 1 appeal to the 
House whether, ou the very itftroductioi} 
of the estimates, my noble friend did not 
announce that they had been prepared 
under circumstances of much difficulty, 
when his majesty’s government had not 
an opportunity to look with sufficient ac-- 
curacy at their minor details, or to make 
up their opinions a$ to the precise periods 
of the year, when various reductions of 
them which were in contemplation, could, 
without inexpediency to the public service, 
be carried into effect i 1 do protest, there* 
fore, against this attempt on the part of 
the hon. and learned gentleman to create 
a false impression, by the attack whicli be 
has made on his majesty’s ministers for 
bringing under the consideration of the 
House supplementary estimates diiierent 
from those originally proposed by them. 
It was from the first moment distinctly 
declared by my noble friend, that in many 
cases tbc number of men which it was 
proposed to ¥Ote was not intended for the 
whole year, although, in the peculiar 
situation of the country, at the close of a 
long war, and with so many foreign de¬ 
pendencies, it was impossible at that mo¬ 
ment to the precise period at which 
that num^ could be diminished. 

Sir, his ly’s government have been, 
and are m^’t zealously employed in the 
active review of the various departments 
of the public service, in order to effect 
such reductions as may be advantageous 
to the country. I’he House musf^ be 
aware, that a very extensive reduction has 
already taken place. It may be neces¬ 
sary to apprize those who do not suffich* 
ently cofisider the consequences to the 
co^ntjy of tliese measures of reduction, 
that tliere is not a branch df the public 
service, in which it is not necessary to 
continue the ^orren^ expenses for a pe¬ 
riod longer or shorter, .in order to close 
and wind up the outetanding accounts. 
It may be necessary! to apprize auoh 
persons, that there are «g(eot. inuumber' bf 
branches of the public service, wMdk not- 
with^^^^g'<ebe exercise, t>f: fl^ utmost 
diligeitcey c^oi be so chn^iuad woond 
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up neither in h iredc, nor ift a mehth^^hot 
in a year, nor even, perhatw, in twiJ y»if 4 ‘ 
and that a very long period indeed is nedeii- 
sary properly to decide on the expendi¬ 
ture of a couttirji* like Great Britain, at 
the termination* OT a war of such duration 
and extent. All the reductions that are 
practicable, however, are in the course of 
being eftected, and there is no degree of 
diligence wliich will not be used by his 
majesty’s government, to complete them 
as speedily as the various circumstances 
of difficulty by which they are impeded 
will permit. His majesty’s ministers. Sir, 
will actively and steadily pursue the con¬ 
duct which they have thus proscribed to 
themselves, under the sincere and strong 
impression that they will and ought to 
lose the confidence of parliament and the 
country, unless they introduce into the 
difierent departmhnts of the public service 
all the economy of which they are sus¬ 
ceptible ; but at the same time they will 
nev^r run a race with the hon. gentlemen 
opposite for the attainment of a spurious 
economy, calculated to compromise the 
best interests of the empire. If, sir, the 
lion, and learned gentleman, and the hon. 
gentl^cn who surround him, mean to 
found their reputation, and their claim to 
public favour on an endeavour to run down 
and revile his majesty’s ministers, by the 
assumption on their part of*Borae imagi¬ 
nary standard of public retrenchment, 1 
teil them that we arc resolved to pursue 
the course of economy, as long as our 
consciences will allow us to do ^; but 
that wc will never aim at temraOwy popu¬ 
larity, by any abandoninci^eflpe public 
interest; trusting that means 

by which we have the good’Wottune to 
carry the country through the dangers of 
war, will with equal felicity enable us to 
carry her through the difficulties of peace. 
We gre always ready to submit ourselves 
to the judgment of parliament and the 
nation; we entertain tjie greasiest respect 
for that awful tribunal, public opinion; 
but in peace, as in war, we will found our 
conduct on the solid basis of principlt, 
and will never be tempted to mislead the 
country in the one state, as we were never 
tempted to betray or sacrifice it in the 
other [Hear, hear!]. * 

Mr. Tierney said, that he consi¬ 
derable anxiety to rise after tne extra- 
ordina^ speech Vnich the House hatf just 
heard^frdm'-tbe noble lord. Fro ta_a ll his 
experience and knowledge d^pdfluhikcnt, 
\ lie felt,that llo House of Commons could 


haVhUs^^ed to it'pkhout a heartfelt iHdig- 
nai^p. had' ever seen' real fear 

disguised'the. assumption of a lofiy 
tone-T-if ^Md'per seen an attempt, by 
the affectatfpn of a strut to hide real de- 
gradatibQo^ffi he hatf ever seen a man 
endeavoor tO look tall by walking about 
upon stilts^if he had ever seen a mipistp 
betray a Cf|nsciou6ness that he was to^tbe- 
ing to his' fhlt—be had witpessed'those 
sights that evening, and in the jpersoiy^.of 
the noble lord [Hear, hear 1], Theiioble 
lord had accused him and his friends, of 
an attempt to run down liis majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters, and to make them unpopular. H||l 
denied this. He and his friends did not 
deal in sinecures, and that would be one. 
The noble lord and his colleagues werh 
quite unpopular enough without any effi}n>' 
on their part. It was not himself and hw 
friends who attacked the noble lord’s mea¬ 
sures ; it was the country. The parch¬ 
ments with which the tablg.'fras so loaded, 
that it seemed scarcely ablh to bear-the 
enormous weight, afiprded a tolerably 
good estimate of the confidence of the 
country in his majesty’s ministers, praying 
parliament, as those petitions did, to save 
them from the extravagance of a goirera- 
ment, known for its profusion,. andHRswaa. 

f )ast pledges unredeemed, not to be he^ 
ieved in its assurances of future economy 
[Hear, hear!] The noble lord accused 
those opposed to him, of running a race 
with his majesty’s ministers. What kind 
of race was it? Thrcdaweeks ago, his 
noble friend had given notice that 
would move for a committee to consider 
what reduction might be made in the ex¬ 
penditure ofthe public departments. There 
was no race there. JBut when a minuter 
came down two days after with a sitgflffc 
notice, then the race commenced. Ttitf 
noble friend who never before thoug^l^^ 
running, finding the noble lofd ^get jdjor 
horseback, deemed it necessary to Cw for 
his nag too [Alaugh^. It 
ever,« turned out, that in the ii^f 

his majesty’s ministers, nothing cc^ld jid 
more monstrous—riiore unpa^am^tldy 
—more unconstitutional—than thftpiropp" 
sition made by his hchle frien^ T^at it 
was unparliamentary he deified; and he 
wished tc^God that the HbUfe was in the 
committee, in ofder that he might appeal, 
on that snbji^ttb thb iS^ekkeirjmr irhose 
oonstitutionsu kn'b^edl^, although he 
unfortunately diffieip^ Trom him bn 
minor points, he bfitertained thegreiu^,^ 
respect. The hoblc lord declare^, that 
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vo(P9 far the eoii^tee, hon» mem- 
>1l>era wduldcbe withdtaB^i|)|; tbek d<i|dfi< 
!j4wice from ministers. ^ Fat himself/he^■ 
.j^ould not withdraw confi^^e, never 
tmmng hSd any id them ; bnt If he had, 
ihttah^ldnot conceive that-hy'i^eding 
motion he should withdraw it. He 
<^iM^d<:not help suspecting that they had 

f fvhefird in parliament a spei^h which, 
hlainformation was correct, hid been 
.{tmrtousiy made by tlte noble lord in pri* 
at one of those political drills now 
ho frequent, at which a chosen few—a 
j'jpm'ticuiar description of individuals— 
usually attended, and at which (if be was 
rightly informed) such language as this 
was used, to those who ventured to stai^t 
objections to the plans of • ministera-^ 
True, there is a great deal in what you 
tayt we allow that things are not exactly 
qs ^ey ought to be; but then consider, 
that if you vote against them, you will re* 
.move the existing government” [Hear, 
^hear J3* It on these, or on any terms, 
that the noble lord the right hon. 
gentleman persisted in retaining their 
places. Lhider every vatiety of circum¬ 
stances, whether with the property tax or 
without it, whether with a large army or 
army, whether with a rich or with 
■a poor ^exchequer, it was no matter—if 
aiothing was left them but a corporal’s 
guard and a bank token, the noble lord 
and the tight bon. gentleman opposite 
would try to continue to sit on the bench 
c^posite, to the ^d of time [A laugh], 
^'he motion of bis noble friend was, that i 
lU committee should be appointed in, the 
ordinary terms, and without any unusual 
powers, tp examine and report what re¬ 
duction could be effected in the various 
brandtes of expenditure. The noble lord 
opposite replied, that’such a proposition 
was unjustifiable, tmd' why ?—because it 
betokened a want qf confidence in bis ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers. Parliament, he con¬ 
tended, bad nothing toUo with tlie dis¬ 
bursement of the public money; it be- 
lohged to government to spend it, and to 
-parliament to provide ut; and the House 
of Commons was not even to be allowed 
^ Udee^are that thg^noney was properly 
ex^nded. These were sacred and secret 
';matters with which ministers alone had 
^jtefEmcero: and the noble lord had'proposed 
tliuttiija cemmission of bis own choice 
ahlidd be-appointed to make investigation. 
Tbi^'^oiUmissioii was not to be directecl^ 
buttbr be retjuested to examine into the 
'^various ilsattcrs, and Uien they were to 


the lords of th^treasitry. No* 
th^'^t&ild be more opposite tium the two 
modes suggested: tlie commission of the 
friends or the noble loird were to wait 
upon the lords of the treasury, and to re¬ 
quest information—-the 'committee of the 
House of Commons would require the 
lords of the treasury to wait upon them; 
ell the witnesses would be obliged to give 
evidence; and any man who refused, 
though a pee.r of the realm, would be 
sure of finding his way to Newgate. If a 
beneficial result were in view, who could 
doubt which was the better mode of pro¬ 
ceeding ? But, \he noble lord had diffe¬ 
rent objects than the effectual promotion 
of economy. The noble lord had asserted 
that his mode'of proceeding was the most 
constitutional. He would not enter into 
any discussion with the noble lord as to 
what was and what was itot constitutional, 
for upon that subject, as upon most others, 
the ideas of the noble lord were not a 
little confused. If, however, uniform 
usage was any criterion, the case for a 
committee of the House was thb strongest 
that could be made. Very early in our 
parliamentary history, notions, which the 
noble lord had no doubt deemed very ab¬ 
surd, had fouitd their way into *somc 
minds, that the Peers and the King were 
to have no influence over the pecuniary 
votes of thc*IIouse of Commons. Upon 
this principle was formed the parliamen¬ 
tary commission during the administration 
of lord North, as well as the committee 
apponited in ITBG at the instigation of 
Mr. PitM ofer which the late sir Francis 
Baring pimided. At that time Mr. Pitt 
(whom tl^'9.,t>!e lord always professed 
most scr^ipj^lously to folloiv—certainly at 
a very humble distance) entertained no 
apprehension, that, by ^le nomination, be 
sliould forfeit the confidence of the coun¬ 
try. On the contrary, be well knew, that 
it was the only way to deserve* and secure 
it, and on that account he took the start 
of his oppWnts, and himself made the 
proposition. The same steps had been 
pursued by him in 1796-7: he knew that 
tlie country bad a right to eXpect it; yet 
on that day no clamour, as the noble lord 
termed it, existed in the country—no uni¬ 
versal cry for economy, and no distresifs 
under wmch^all classes of the comraomty 
were suiting. Mr. Pitt then saw no. 
danger of losing the piffilib confidence by 
taking care of the public money: he’kneiv 
was the-only*way to 

obtain it: lie proued'ded in as open and^ ^ 
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individuBls, andoabtedly; but wb«re did 
they sH?—by the side of the noble 
lord. It tpas true that none of them were 
actually In office, and it was to be re¬ 
gretted that they were not, fQr*( notwith¬ 
standing the noble ford’s assertion, that 
bis administration was so firmly seated 
that no man but in a dream could suppose 
that it was unpopular) their support and 
servicre niiight ere long be found exfremdy 
useful. His majesty’s ministers,* notwitliH 
standing all the confidence expressed by' 
their leader, might shortly find it neces¬ 
sary to employ a little of their spare 
strength, and to redinport what for a timti 
they had exported [Continued cheers]. 
The administration which now set all ad- 
vige at scosn, and would rely on nothing 
but its popularity and the confidence of a 
rich and happy nation, might in a feir 
weeks deem it prudent to bring back into 
this country a right bon. gentleman, whom 
but a slrort time ago they sent out of it i 
and that right hon. gentleman, partly out 
of gratitude, and p^ftly out of compas¬ 
sion to his friends in adversity, would no 
doubt persuadp one or two'of his con¬ 
nexions to lend also their aid to the ser¬ 
vants of the Crown—The chancellor of 
the exchequer had intimated, 
question regarding the office of the thira 
secretary of state had been disposed of—* 
that it was never again'to be agitated, be¬ 
cause be (Mr. Tierney) had been un¬ 
successful in his motion regarding it. Why 
had he not succeeded ?-|b€cause no mekns 
were allowed of proving the facts he 
brought before the House. If the com¬ 
mittee now sought were appointed, the 
result would be very different: then the 
question might be thoroughly investigated 
—the noble lord Rimself might be exa¬ 
mined [Lord Casilereagh 8hook*-bj^ 
head]. The noble .lord opposite neM 
not be alarmed—he did not allude to 'his 
place—that was quite safe—he referred 
to the office of lofd Bathurst, who was only 
a friend of the noble lord, andi',#ith re- 
gartf to whose office, th*efore, he felt 
little interest.—Iny>the next place it was 
said, in opposition to the motion, that the 
inquiry before a coxqmittee would occupy 
too much time, ancT that the commis¬ 
sioners would proceed with greater celerity: 
but admitting that the operations of the 
latter would be more*rapid In the first 
instance, their labours were aflcrwards to* 
he submitted to parliament for discussion^ 
and then where was the gain in point os 
dispatch J The committee was not only 
(2 A) 


manly manner, and did not resort to petty 
private meetings to frighten ministerial 
members into a belief of imaginary dan¬ 
gers [Continued cheers from all sides]. 
Mr. Tierney said, he most ardently wished 
that the forms of the House would allow 
the Speaker, who was chairman of the 
committee of 1796-7, to state to the House 
the advantages he conceived it to possess 
over the commission of the noble lord; 
such an opinion could not fail of pro¬ 
ducing a striking impression against the 
noble lord and his little triumvirate of ad¬ 
herents. Another committee liad subse¬ 
quently been appointed *;iivith which lord 
Grenville was connected, nor were its 
labours deemed useless or unpopular; 
and if the noble lord’s reasoning was just, 
how had he ventured to sanction the 
finance committees at the head of which 
the hon. gcntlAuan below (Mr. Bankes) 
had for five years been exerting himsell ? 
Had they accomplished nothing even in 
point of money ? In consequence of their 
reports, the chancellor of the exchequer 
would hifVe no more private dealings with 
the bank—no more secret engagements 
for the benefit of the directors, who were 
brought down to the House to be exa- 
minSd, and by which a saving of not less 
than 150,000/. a year had been ciFected. 
But while the noble lord argued that com¬ 
mittees of the House had done nothing, 
he asserted that his commission of the 
treasury were to perform wonders. No 
doubt the members of it would do their 
utmost, but the minister would care 
not to give them too much to£|&er; and, 
however respectable, thmG^JLiions could 
not but be viewed wiihSt’ .obtain degree 
of distrust, when the noh^^ord who 
named them admitted that it was onW to 
gain a little temporary popularity. Was 
it to bo expected of human nature Miat 
they would not consult with their friends 
of the treasury, before they ventured upon 
any point that might be annoying to their 
■ feelings, how far they were to pi^ceed ? Who 
were the masters of the commissitoners ?— 
the lords of the treasury. Who were ^he 
masters of the members of the parliamen¬ 
tary committee ?—the Commons of Eng¬ 
land ; the representatives oof the very 
{>eople that demanded retrenchment. The 
commission would have no will ^ Tte own 
while in the committee. The Elision of 
party and the* union of intellect would 
‘oecure a result that could not fail of being 
advantageous. The 

respectable 

(WL. XXXIV.) 
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the shortest, but the i^l$t effectual mode. 
The noble lord might reftise to accede to 
the recommendation of bis own cotnmts* 
sioners, Iwt he (Mr. T.) woulvl be glad 
to see the*^rqinister hardy enough to main¬ 
tain an office whidh the Houses by its 
committee, had declared ought tjo be abo¬ 
lished; he should be glad to see even the 
n^le lord, with ail his confidence in his 
popakrt-ity, throw himself in the bc- 
tW(Wn the placemen and parliament. 
Practically, no man living could doubt 
that the inquiries of the committee would 
be directed more sincerely and heai tily to 
Che important object than those of the 
commissioners of the treasury. The 
House had already before it a specimen of 
what would be accomplished by them,.in 
tlie account printed of the increase and 
diminution of the salaries in the public 
cffiices. From whence did it emanate ?— 
from the lords of the treasury at their 
board; and tiiq first page was a curious 
instance of the- sort of retrenchment they 
had effected. Thesg economical lords in 
the last year had augmented the expenses 
of the treaSbry no less than 10,OJ0/. and 
these were tl)e reformers in whom parlia¬ 
ment was to Confide—these were the men 
ijg|jp,^2re to begin a system of retreHch- 
ment, in whose favour all other modes 
were to give place—and who, according 
to the noble lord, were to work wonders. 
Wonders they no doubt would work— 
such as would make the nation stare, and 
exclaim, that all former extravagance was 
economy and parsimon}'—such as would 
Soon add new weight to the burthen of 
the national debt filear, hear!]. The 
document which he had referred, con¬ 
tained, among other reductions,, the addi¬ 
tion of an entirely hew place, with a 
,salary of 1,400/. a year; the office might 
be necessary or ife might not—papers 
might have accumulated or they might 
not—but it was a singular indication of 
a spirit of retrenchment? Besides this, 
500/. pej annum were given to the §ssi8- 
tant-secretary In addition to the 3,000/. 
per annum he bcfore\enjoyed; and al¬ 
though Ins pay was tims increased, he was 
also to nave his aggjstant at’ a salary of 
1,400/. per annum. These were the re¬ 
forming gentlemen, the rigid economists, 
in whom the noble lord was aniiuous tlie 
House and the country should confide! 

I Hear, hear 1]. He would not go througlu 
the items, but gentlemen would find tiiat 
the contiPQgeBt expenses had been raised 
6,090^ audy to their astonishment,* tliat 


5,000. of that sura was for pecuniary re- 
miineratlon t such conduct was without 
parallel, unless it were equalled by that of 
the noble lord who had recommended 
such lords of the treasury to confidence. 
Not content with outraging the public 
feeling by printing such statements, the 
noble lord completed the insult by ap¬ 
proving their extravagance, and terming 
them reformers and economists. — He 
would not go beyond the first page of this 
account, since that afforded the most 
perfect conviction, andexposedthe authors 
in their true colours to the eyes of all 
mankind. If the House of Commons 
would submit to such a proceeding as go¬ 
vernment had suggested, it would submit 
to any thing. ‘ It had been said that the 
two modes might be concurrent, and that 
the commissioners might begin their in¬ 
quiry ; if so, the very firit step he would 
recommend to the committee would be, 
to order these commissioners to attend, 
that tliey might show upon what they bad 
been employed. If the House submitted 
to be told by a ministei-, in his place, that 
parliamentary inquiry betrayed a want of 
confidence in the servants of the Crown, 
and that it was unconstitutional to inyesti- 
gate the mode in' which tlie public money 
was expended, all hope was at an end, 
and the nation had nothing but destruc¬ 
tion to expect: from the 7th of May, 
1816, it might he said that all the func¬ 
tions of parliament had ceased. On be¬ 
half of tlie people of Knglancl, he claimed 
that nir<;b rnore should be done than mi¬ 
nisters lil^j /'iggested. If the noble lord 
thought 1 ^ 0 * ti c country did not under¬ 
stand him^yi«"f»..5, miserably mistaken; at 
least as-i.’.foas respected economy, the 
people of England were not to be de** 
ceived in the intentions of the noble lord 
and his colleagues. “ What,” said the 
noble lord, will they desert us sow, 
after we have won for them s& many glo¬ 
rious battle|, and a([ter we have conquered 
for them such a happy peace ?” To this 
he {Mr.*T.) could only reply, that one 
di(thigiiishing characteristic of English¬ 
men was their great good sense, which 
opposed itself to all sorts of imposition. 
It might bfettruly said, that no man in 
our histefy had ever gained for a time dn 
nnmdhtqd repatation, that had not soon 
been ex^ed by the national penetration, 
and degraded to the low llvel from wfaidi 
accident had rajsed him. The natives of 
Grejb^f l lai nsim uld easily distinguish be^ 
tween such people as the hoblh lord^ppo- 
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cite Bpd such men as the duke of WeUingo 
too. The doud which had hitherto: «ir« 
rounded the noble lord, and the int^ven- 
tion of which, like a mist, had *' made 
him but greater seem, not greater grow,’* 
was now fast dispelling, and leaving him 
exposed as he really was. The presence 
of a right boh. gentleman, who was on 
his way to reinforce the ranks of the trea* 
sury, would throw back the noble lord to 
the place be had originally occupied. It 
could not be said of the noble lord, that 
he was great ere fortune made him so 
the noble lord had been very successful, 
and he recommended hhp to retire with 
submission, aiM thank God for his good 
luck. The noble lord would find that he 
could no longer ride the people of Eng¬ 
land ; and that, if he proceeded with the 
system he had declared himself deter¬ 
mined to pursue, he would raise a storm 
of resentment which he would find it im- 

E ossible to allay [^Loud cries of. Hear, 
ear 13 . 

Lord Castlereagh, as soon as tranquillity 
was resttfred, begged the House to do 
him the justice to recollect, that he had 
not contended generally against parlia¬ 
mentary inquiry, but that the present oc- 
casidh w'as ill chosen: immediately after 
the restoration of peace, the House had 
not hitherto interfered with the executive 
government [The noble lord was in¬ 
terrupted by cries of Spoke, spoke 1 
question, &c.]. 

Mr. Huskisson congratulated theyfight 
hon. gentleman on the siugular^^uani- 
mity and calmness which he ^c^msplaycd 
in the course of his spekihA^^bnsidering 
the excessive joy he mtffr-. hJ^c i^mwn at 
the confidently anticipated rc^^M of mi¬ 
nisters. Whether this tranquillity was 
produced by the convincing speech of the 
noble lord, or by the vote of last ni^it, 
he would not pretend to say. An hon. 
gentleman <had contended that the inquiry 
ought not to be left to the executive go¬ 
vernment, -because the resulf would not 
be satisfactory to the sanguine Spirits of 
this country. He (Mr. H.) begged^to 
ask what measures even of the most rigid 



bean ejected; but the fact was, .a» ap- 
peated from the details which had been 
carefully k^t out of sight, that the 
whole additional expense was for sta* 
tionary, fb'r the furtlmr enfqrSement of 
the quarantine laws; and for law ex¬ 
penses, * which, had nothing to do with 
patronage. The same hod* and learned 
gentlensan had made similar remacks 
upon ijfte board of works and the augmen¬ 
tation of a few of the salarfes, forgetting 
that certain perquisites had been fhlin- 
quished.by the officers, which made the 
augmentation an economical arrangement. 
He had defied ministers to show that, in a 
single, instance, they had abolished any 
place of patronage; but he had forgotten 
tbp places of the under-secretary of state 
and of the commissioners of transport^ - 
which had been found unnecessary. Frdm 
the very nature of war, the lower offices 
principally in the departments had been 
increased ; and on the retiM'n of peace, of 
course those would be thebrst to be .abo¬ 
lished.^ As to the injury sustained by the 
constitution of late years, he was pre¬ 
pared to contepd, in detail, tliat the grow¬ 
ing infiuenpe of the Crown had always 
been met by a more than corresponding 
proportion of infiueuce in the peopi^.,..^^ 
Mr. Bankes observed, that the influence 
of the Crown must be extended in pro¬ 
portion to the number of officers paid by 
it: of course a considerable reduction 
must be made in time of pence; and the 
question seemed to be, ^ho was to ascer¬ 
tain the proportion of that reduction ? He 
wa§ fn favour of the committee of the 
House, and was astonished at some of the 
doctrines laid down by the nobje lord and 
others, to prove that a practice so long 
established was not the fit and constitu¬ 
tional mode of proceeding. He appi^e- 
licnded that many important benefits had 
flowed from the laboigrs of the comnutteea 
on public expenditure. He assumed the 
House that he (Md not now vote in favour 
of the motion for a committee, jn hosti¬ 
lity fo his majesty’s luinilters. , A com¬ 
mittee of inquiryyhad, indeed, been al¬ 
ready appointed by the treasury; and al¬ 
though ministers ha^een ratheiP tardy in 
their proceedings, y^ he sincerely hoped 
that the committee would make up for the 
delay by*expedition, 'fhe work had been 
begun, and he would call uponnlie House 
to decide whether the members of tbo 
Tlouse of Commons were not as fit per¬ 
sons to judge upon this question as his 
majesty’s ministers. Why should padla- 



HOUSE £<3 

loeujt shut out eqtirelj from consider¬ 
ing the, Subject i It had h^en aiso p? 
eerted, in aiuwer to the argumepts’urged 
by his boo. friends, the suppqfjfers of this 
motion, that this was not the proper time 
tot^g forward such an inquiry. , It was, 
then, ht and proper for the treasury, who 
irere -admitted^ into all the secrete of the 
suJ^eet, who alone were admitted into 
the lilht, to Institute an inquiry ;%but it 
was to be understood, that parliament was 
to ^ait the pleasure of that committee 
until the treasury bad given its wise deci¬ 
sion. In every government there was an 
inherent love and desire to keep up a large 
establishment; and he was penectly con- ' 
scious of all the powerful motives which 
might be urged against dismissing de¬ 
serving and meritorious men: but he 
begged to remind the House, that nothing 
but a firm regard to the interests of the 
people, could control that destructive de¬ 
sire of luxury'and extravagance. Parlia¬ 
ment should ali^s keep a watchful eye 
over the conduct of, ministers, and it was 
under this very feeling of parliamentary 
jealousy that he now voted in favour of 
the motion. Where busines* was to be 
done in which the public were interested, 
_t>a tl*g:aent should be awake to the inte¬ 
rests of the country, and take the matter 
under their own direction, if they con¬ 
ceived they could perform it better than 
those who were then engaged in it. He 
did not wish to take from the government 
one tittle of its rpsponsibili^, or deprive 
ministers of one atom of that praise 
which would be due to them, provided 
they put in execution the promises which 
they had made; but if they did their 
duty, it was incumbent upon parliament 
to do its duty also ; 'and if they shrunk 
from it, the day would not be far distant 
when they would repent their want of 
seal for the public welfare. 

Mr. Wellesley Pole dcili^ that his 
noble friend had said, tifet iP parliament 
showed ^ny disposition to inquire into the 
subject, it would evince a want of confi¬ 
dence in ministers. Oi^e hon. gentleman 
had gone^ so far as to say, that nothing 
which could be doi^ by the present mi- 
oisteKa would be sati^ctory to the coun¬ 
try.: In reidy to which, his notde friend 
bcdcuid, that if this was (he real opinion 
cf the hon? member who had said so, it 
wodSdu. be more manly and prftper at once, 
to timvh an address praying for. a removal 
of nittnijSl^.' • . ‘ 

yUtjSmrtmay rose, he said, merely to 


reS^^,ffer»ohal'attack which had been 
malp-*dpott''hrm by an > bon. - tneiuber over 
the way in his official capacity. Nothing 
but the situation in which be was placed, 
as holding a d^artment which iiad been 
censured oytlmt hon. member, could have 
induced him to offer himself upon this oc¬ 
casion; and he could assure the House 
that never had an assertion been made 
more unfounded in fact than that by the 
hon. member,' namely, that the office of 
secretary of the board of control was a 
sinecure. 

Mr. C. Grant, junr. also denied the 
aspersions throv'n out by the hon. and 
.learned gentleman agains^the office be 
had the honour of holding, to be founded 
in fact. It would, he said, be more manly 
for the gentlemen opposite to move for 
the immediate removal of ministers, than 
thus to attack them by a side wind. 

Mr. Marryat said, he was as desirous 
as any man to promote economy and re¬ 
trenchment, but he considered that there 
was a certain point beyond which violent 
and intemperate zeal would defeat its own 
object. A pretty large dose bad already 
been given to ministers, and he v/aa 
anxious to see how that dose worked before 
the House proceeded farther. The motion 
for a committee of inquiry, he conceived 
could only be considered as having been 
brought forward from party motives. The 
conduct of ministers during the last war, 
and particularly the war in the peninsula, 
deselvedthe highest praise; and bethought 
that was not the proper time to ititer- 
fere witlr .ihii'line of conduct they were 
now pursui»-^-t,U was known that mea¬ 
sure'^ '•v^re>^n ■fi.cgress by the committee 
alreadjr^lhf^inted, and he believed no 
man could' doubt but that those who had 
official knowledge on the subject were the 
most competent to judge. It was impos¬ 
sible that two suns could shine in „tbe 
same hemisphere; and he could not con¬ 
sent to vote for a cqmmittec, the object of 
which was,‘^not economy and retrench- 
ivmnt, but merely to declare that the con- 
f)(|^iiro of the nation had been withdrawn 
from his majesty's ministers. 

^Lord AUhorp in reply, insisted that the 
business of the admiralty might be cop* 
ducted ^iswell as it was at present with¬ 
out tlfh^-ssistance of so many junior lords;: 
and conc'diVed that four junior loHs would, 
conddet the business as Well as six. He 
admitted the necessity of a beard of, ad- 
miraU^^^IMtctU^ the country a$ in town « 
but he thought many arcangiDteptf and 


alterations might* be made,in the,docl^> 
yards, e^icb, without 8 c(^naittee coi^d 
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not be done. The same was his opinion also 
of the lords of the treasury; and be could 
assure the Hoase, that when he held a 
place in that dep^tment, the business 
might have been as well done by any one 
who could sign his name as by himself. 
The increase of salaries also in the cu8> 
toms and excise he could not but repro¬ 
bate, as being a gross abuse of the powers 
vested in the bands of ministers, and of 
the declaration of the Prince Regent in 
his speech from the throne. On a former 
occasion, when a reform ti;ps made in the 
board of works; in what manner was it 
accomplished? Not by a treasury com¬ 
mittee, but by a committee 'consisting of 
different members of parliament; and it 
was they alone who produced the reform. 
Upon tne whole* view, therefore, of this 
most important question, he did really 
think that a committee of inquiry was ab¬ 
solutely requisite to examine into the 
conduct of ministers, and to plan certain 
measures to be pursued by government, 
not as temporary expedients, but as a per¬ 
manent system of economy and retrench¬ 
ment to be adopted by all succeeding ad¬ 
ministrations. The question appeared to 
him to lie in a very narrow compass— 
whether the inquiry shoqld be conducted 
by the treasury, or by a comnittee of the 
whole House. 

The House then divided 
For the motion 
Against it 

Majority 
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Halsey, Jos. ' 
Hamilton, 1<^'A. 
Heron, sir R. . 
Hornby,.;^. 

Homer, F. 
Howorth, H. 
Hughes, Wm. L. 
Jervois, G. P, 

Knox, Ifiomas 
Lamb, hon. W, 
Law, hon. E. 
Iambton,*John G. 
Langton, W. G. 
Lefevre, C. Shaw 
Lemon, sir Wm. 
Lyttelton, hon. W. 
lAtouche, R. 
Methuen, Paul 
Macdonald, James 
Markham, Admiral 
Martin, H. 

Martin, J. 

Milton, lord 
Molyneux, H. II. 
Monck, sir C. 
Moore, P. 

Morland, S. B. 
Mostyn, sir T. * 
Morpeth, lorff 
Newman, Rt. W. 
Newport, sir Jolm 
North, Dudley 
Nugent, lord 
OsbaldestoD, Geo. 
Osborne, lord F. 
Ossulston, lord 
Protheroe, Edw. 
Portman, E. B. 
Palmer, Charles 
Parnell, sir Henry 


-■ [^1- 
Peirse, Hcniy 
Pelham, hon. A. 
Pelham, hon. 0. A.: 
Philips, G. 
Piggmt,sir4. 
Ponsonby,.rt. hon. G. 
Ponsonby, hon. F. C. 
Powlett, hon. W. 
Prittie, hon, F. A. 
Pym, F. 

RichardsOm Wm. 
Ramsden, J. C. 
Rancliffe, loi^ , 
Ridley, sir M. WT 
Romilly, sir S; ^ - 
Rowley, sir Wm. 
Russell, lord G. W, 
Russell, It. G. 
Scudamore, Robt. 
Sefton, earl of 
Shelley, sir John 
Sharp, R. ‘.f 

Sebright, sir J. S. '' 
Smith, Abel 
Smith, Wm. 

Smyth,* J. 11. 

Stanley, lord 
Tremayne, J. II. 
Thompson, Thos, 
Talbot, R. W. 
Tavistock, marquis 
Taylor, C.W. 

Tierney, rt. hon. G. 
Townsnend, loiHsT. ^, 
W aldegrave, hon. cap, 
Warre, John A. 
Wilson, Thos. 

Wjmn, C. W. 

Wright, John A. 

TEtLERR. 
AUhorp, lord 
FtemauUe, Wm. 
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■ ! ■ 

Wednesday,^ May 8. 

Papers relating to the 'Ritsi- 
DENCE OP Buonaparte at St? iHjs- 
LENA.] Mr. Goulburn presented, by 
ordef of the Prince Regent^ the fBHowing; 
Papers, relating to the residence of NapO" 
ieon Buonaparte di St. Helena, viz • 

1. Estimate of the probable*Annual 
Expense of the Island of 8t. Helena, 
during the period of its continuing to be 
the Residence uf Napoleon Buonaparte 
and his Suite. ' * 

• 2. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Croker 
to Mr. Goulburn, dated Admiralty 0£ce, 
llthof AprO, 181$. 
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^ddence BuonaparlL 


im 


(1.)— Estimate of Uie probable Annual Eim^se of the Island of St. Helena. 

mirine the period of its continuing to be the Residence of Napoleon BuonaparH:. 
' and lnsSuile. 


HiLtTAey Charge : 

* of a*Battaliop of 1,000 Rank and File, accord- 
'' ing to the Kates estabiishedr for the East India 

Company’s Service in St. Helena . 

Fay of the Staff; viz. £p s, d, 

’ g. Aides de Camp.... 347 14 0 

3 Secretary . .V . 695 8 0 

r 1 Brigadier General. 1,043 2 0 

1 Deputy Adjutant General . 695 8 0 

1 Deputy Inspector of Hospitals ... 869 5 O' 

1 Apothecary . 347 14 0 


Ordnance: 

Pay of a Company ef Royal Artillery, according 

to the Rates above specified ... .1 . 

Civil : 

Salary of the Governor, including all his Civil and 

Military Allowances, Table Money, &c. 

Estimated Annual Expense of Buonaparte and his 


Suite 


ci£^. Sm d» 

34,789 11 10 


3,996 11 0 


12,000 0 0 

8,000 0 0 


Probable Expense of Provisions for the Troops, calculated at the 
Rate of 2$. 6d, for each Ration ..... 

I 

Total Charge J!. 

Deduct Average Annual Expense of the Garrison of St. Helena, 
previous to its becoming the residence of Napoleon Buonaparte 




JC* Sa dm 


38,786 2 10 
4,317 12 a 


20,000 0 0 


63,104 15 4 

54,750 0 0 

-•__ 


117,854 15 4 
80,384 0 0 


37,470 15 4 


For the probaBTc Expense of the Naval Forc^^ployed at St. Helena, vide the 
annexed Letter from Mr. Croker tb’jNm Goulburn. 

(2.)— Copy of a Letter from Mr. Croker to Mr. fFStfpum, dated Admiralty 
• Office, 11th of Apr^ 

t "" Admiralty 

Sir.In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, communicating lord Bathurst’s 
desire that a statement should be transmitted to bis office, showing the amount of 
expense per annun^ in the naval departments, on account of the additional ships of 
war employed at St. Helena during the residence of Buonaparte in the island, as 
distinguished from forme* periods; I am commanded by my lords commissioners of 
the admiralty to acquaint you, that as it is not possible lo state'the precise disposition 
which tHh aamkal commanding on tMc Cape of Good Hope station may make of the 
squadron under his orders, it cannot be exi^h calculated how much of the whole 
expense is attributable to the service of St. I^ena; but an estimate of- the expense 
on this lOiter account may bp thus formed: the whole expense of the squadron on the 
station is 131,275/. *B. per annumthe expense of that part which would, if there 
were no St. Helena squadron, be restored to the Jrdian station, and employed in 
perfoming the ordinary duties Of the Cppe o^.ui^od Hope station, including the 
Maimtius, ,&c. is,76,712?. 13s. !</., which being deMcted from the first suiih leaves 
ISs. lid, as the expense of the St. Hel^a squadron, contradistinguishing it 
froni whole force of the station ; but It is possible that the admiral may find that 
the Miirioe be carried on with a less amount ^p^fqn^ey^n which event a further 
deduction win be made from Uie above stated expense. 1 am, &c. • . 

(Signed) J. W. Ckok1:b. ' 
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Bank of Ekoiakd.] Mr. Cfren/eU 
ave notice, that, if the subject should fi(ot 
e taken up by some other person, it was 
his intention, before the close of the ses¬ 
sion, to call the attention of the House to 
the act of the 48th of the King, with the 
view of effecting a reduction in the charges 
of the bank of England for the manage¬ 
ment of the public debt. There was also 
another subject to which the attention of 
the House ought to be called, the applica¬ 
tion of unclaimed dividends due to public 
creditors. On this subject he would not 
give any notice, because ,the House had 
been given to understand from the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer that he would 
bring forward some measure on the sub¬ 
ject ; but if the right hon. gentleman 
should not bring forward any measure, it 
was his intention also to call the attention 
of the House to these unclaimed divi¬ 
dends. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated 
that;, on Friday next he would name an 
early day for bringing'this subject before 
the House. 

, Tithes.] Mr. CHriorn rose and said;— 
Mr. S|^oaker; Though I apprehend it is 
not likely the motions 1 am about to make 
will meet with opposition from any quarter 
of the House, tlie subject involves matter 
of too much importance to |tass without 
some explanation as to the ulterior views 
with which 1 call for the information ;yDn 
these grounds, I beg the attention owhe 
House for a very short time. The^riev- 
ances arising out of the tithc^ystem are 
felt and complained ol', in^ef gry|quarter of 
the empire. Scarce on'^SP' the nu|feis4us 
petitions that have been presentflw!^ con¬ 
sequence of our agricultural distresses, 
but place tithes as one of the most promi¬ 
nent grievances under which they labeiir. 
Man)k petitions have been received by the 
House directed solely to this purpose. 
The nation expects, and our, duty re¬ 
quires, this matter should be \^rought 
under our consideration. Difficult and 
complex as the subject may be, it will 
not be found msurtnountable when reso¬ 
lutely and fairly encountered. The inte¬ 
rests of agriculture are most materially 
injured, and, what will not weigh l^[^with 
the House, the cause of religion, 
resectability of ^he clergy, are lessened 
In consequence. l^Jitigation is multiplied 
to'itn alarming degree. Every thing con- 
s(iires to call on us candimy aird dispas- 
to iflvestigate the subject, to re- 


KcTe the country, and, at the same time, 
to do strict justice to the tithe-holder. 
The object of my motions is, to restore t 0 
juries their, indisputable rights,„and to 
show the extent of litigation. >1 leave it 
to abler Jiands to bring forward a plan 
fur the abolition of tithes. The comfort 
and prosperity of Great Britain require 
the measure.—I'lie tranquillity of Iceland 
can neSer be secured without it. Great 
as the /bject is in tliis country, it is c^^m- 
parativcly notliing with its importance to 
Ireland. * The object of my iirst motion 
is to show to the House the origin of the 
power assumed by the court of exchequer, 
in deciding on facts without the interven¬ 
tion of a jury. Tlie trial by jury is tlie 
great and fhndamental bulwark' of the 
constitution; and I cannot withhold an 
expression of niy astonishment, that such 
an innovation on Magna Charta could 
have been so long tolerated. It seems as 
if the evil had grown up so ejadually, that 
it had deeply rooted itself bmore the coun¬ 
try was aware of it. The evil is now of a 
nature so alarming, that 1 .apprehend 
there are few ef the members of this 
House who me not aware of its extent. 
In applying to the exchequer, claims are 
set up that the parties would he ashltined 
to prosecute in the face of the country; 
the odium attending the exposure of such 
claims would preserve the peace of the 
parishes, and the character of the parties. 
I beg most distinctly to disclaim, in the 
remotest degree, castingwany imputation 
on the learned judges presiding in the ex¬ 
chequer. If the public feels their mode 
of proceeding tends to advantage the 
tithe-holder and to extend the system, I 
attributg^to the prjpciples and practice 
of tfie'^urt. Tlie decisions of I.'jO yean 
have so fettered their judgments as to 
render it difficult, if tiot almost impos¬ 
sible, for them to rccuf to a better prac¬ 
tice witiiout the i^d of the legislature. 1 
beg the House to believe 1 have not 
.slightly taken up this questiij^n ; 1 hfive the 
sanction of one of the learned judges of 
tlie court of exchequer, whose informa¬ 
tion as a sound lawyer, whose ietegrity 
and respectability, was-never surpassed by 
any one who ever sat on the bench. The 
opinion oSsuch a person must have its in¬ 
fluence with the House, and we^h mate¬ 
rially in favour of my proposition. Tte 
House will anticipate 1 allude to shr 
George Wood. 1 will very shortly ex¬ 
plain wliat was the practice in suing for 
tithes, and how that has been deviated 
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late times. In the re^a oi Eli* 
e^eth, and antecedent to it, suits for. the 
recovery of tithes were instituted in the 
ecclesiastical courts; Wherereri a plea of 
medos, *e¥emption, or composition, was 
aUteged, the courif of Kiog's-bench, on 
f^lication, stayed the proc^dings, and 
directed the question to be tried by a jury 
•^this produced a disagreement between 
the eburts, ^nd an appeal was ma^e, and a 
solemn'hearing took place befortl all the 
ju(%es of the realm, who dete.’rmined 
agreeably to the common law oS the land, 
that the subject was entitled to have all 
matters of fact decided by a jury. From 
ihis decision the ecclesiastical court ap< 
pealed to the king in council. So im¬ 
portant was the question than considered, 
that James 1st, on hearing the cause him¬ 
self, and after three days solemn argu¬ 
ment, defended on one side by the arch- 
lushops and doctors, and on the other by 
some of the^udges, decided, with the ap- 

{ irobation of his council; that the common 
aw of the realm should be abided by; a 
decision worthy of a monarch who regards 
the happifiess of his people and the main¬ 
tenance of their just rights as a sacred 
duty of his ofiBce. This decision seems to 
have been acquiesced in for above fifty 
years, when, to avoid the intervention of a 
|ury, the recovery of tithes was sought for 
in a court of equity. The first cause in 
which the exchequer decided on the fact 
was, in 1687, by chief baron Ward; from 
Uiat period the^practice of the court has 
been, under certain circumstances, to pro¬ 
nounce what, according to them, appeared 
a rank modus. Nor is this the only hard¬ 
ship defendants in tithe causes have had 
reason to complain of; becausg^ in cases 
of composition, thfi court of esrehoquer 
requires the production of the deed, deem¬ 
ing no usage, hqwever continued, suffi¬ 
cient to supply t^e existence of such ah 
instrument. Nay, it has occurred, that in 
cases of .inclosure sanefioned by chancery, 
where land has been given in exchange 
for titnes, anfi because the parties to whom 
the waste would havcl^longed, can not now, 
By reason of change of property, be made 
out, tfie clergyman holds the lands and 
exacts the tithes also. Such monstrous in¬ 
congruities call imperiously for relief. On 
,.|ippeals to the House o6 Lords,* the gene- 
piacttce is to reverse judgments when 
n^alises are set up which have not had 
the decision of a jury. Tlie other ino- 
tiont we for returns of the number of 
causes Beard in the last seven years, and 
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also the number of those now pending. I 
do not believed hazard any thing by an¬ 
ticipating the number to exceed one hun¬ 
dred. Mr. Speaker, the mania of extend¬ 
ing tithes must be checked, or that respect¬ 
ability and esteem so necessary to be pos¬ 
sessed by the clergy, so essential to the 
due discharge of. the sacred fanctions, 
will be lost. Sir, I am afraid it has oc¬ 
curred too often, that the tithe gatherer 
has of late entered the garden of the poor 
cottager, and demanded the fitlie of his 
half dozen gooseberry bushes, andperhaps 
a solitary apple tree. 1 dare not trust 
myself on this ^hbject, lest I should be led 
by my feelings to other expressions, 
though applicable to a few, not certainly 
to the clergy' at large. We see that great 
efibrts have sprung from small beginnings. 
Had the existing spirit of setting up claims 
for tithes existed when* the court of ex¬ 
chequer first commenced its proceedings, 
the evil had long since been remedied. 
What, Sir, shall we say to the claims seS 
up for the tithe of pine apples amf hot 
houses ? Why might not the tithe owner 
as well extend his claims to the tenth of 
tfie goods of any manufactory ? One as 
well as the other spring from the soil, or 
is the production of the atmo^hcrc. 
Could a jury of the country, consisting of 
Englishmen, so have construed the in¬ 
tention of the grantors of tithes? Can 
these be considered as the fruits of the 
eaith i Mr. Speaker, I shall no longer de- 
talW the House; it is high time to prevent 
if nollpng else can be adopted, the undue 
extension o£ tithes. If we value the res- 
pectabilitj/,o£4ie clergy, or the peace of 
the <^nt^, ayii must be .remedied. 
Tnkl'vMilg^munication will lead, I hope, to 
the total extinction of tithes, ultimately 
fpr the benefit of all-~as far as I mean to 
go, I hope, may be accomplished even in' 
the present session.->Mr. Curwety then 
moved, That there be laid before this 
House, 1. A. copy of the first decision 
made by file court of exchequer, in which 
the codrt pronounced on the fact of ino- 
^oses, compositions, or exemption, with¬ 
out referring the same to a jury to be 
tried. ^ A return of the number of tithe 
causes heard or decided in the courts of 
exchc^er and chancery in the last seven 
ypst^^gether with the names of the j>ar- 
ties anil parishes and places involvea in 
such suits. 3. A rcturn^of the tmmbef of 
tithe causes now pending in the court of 
exdiciiucr, ir^tiluted by tlie clergy as well 
tts lay impropriators, titna-owuera, 
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tiniruishiocr by whom and when com¬ 
menced. _ • 

Lord Castlereagh said, that if any in¬ 
ference qguid be drawn from the pre¬ 
sent motion aSecting the rights of the 
clergy to tithes, which, he contended, 
were as perfectly established by law, as 
the right of any individual to any other 
species of property in the country, he 
should oppose it; but as he believed that 
the hon. gentleman's object was solely in¬ 
formation, he could haye no objection to 
th^roduction of the papers. 

Ine motion was then agreed to. 




Reform m Parliament]. Sir 
Francis Burdett presented a petition. sigj>- 
ed by a number of inhabitants of Kilbar- 
chan and its vicinity, praying for a reform 
in the representation. 

Lord Milton* did not rise to object to 
the present petition’s lying on the table, 
but to communicate sonic information 
respecting a petition lately presented to 
th% House from a populous town in the 
county w4iich he had the honour to repre¬ 
sent. I'hc petition to which he alluded 
w'as the one said to be signed by 10,000 
people belonging to Huddersfield and 
the ifeighbourhood. Ilediad been inform¬ 
ed by several most respectable inliabitants 
of that town, that the petition had ori- 
ginatedin no public meeting* He did not 
mean to say that such a petition ought 
not on that account to be attended to; but 
considerable weight was generally att^hed 
by the House to petitions from meetings 
legally convened. In the wjnter of 1812, 
and spring of ISIS, that |tiartbf the coun¬ 
try was in a st ate gg .g.reat distrgps, from 
which it was ndWirelieved. Ai 1dl&t%ime 
the venerable patriarch of reform, major 
Cartwright, happened to pay a visit to the 
town of HuddersHeld, which was the c*en- 
tral scat of the disturbance ; for he could ■ 
not*call it disaffection. This was in the 
commencement of 1813, after a special 
commission had been held at ¥ork for the 
trial of the offenders. At that tiaie, when 
a great degree of ill blood prevailed in 
that populous county, were signatures A>1- 
lected for the petition alluded to. From 
1813 to 1816, where it had been lurking 
he knew not, but it was singular enough 
that it should have been now bro^^tiyt out 
of its lurking-place by the veneradle^ptri- 
.Mch or the hon. baronet, and presented to 
the House. 

lord Lascelles said, li^ had similar in¬ 
formation an the subject the petition 
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frofp Huddersfield, and liad received a 
paper frona 23 or 24 reputable gentlemen 
disavowing It. His lordship then read 
part of w .l[>aper, stating circumstances, 
similar t^hose mentioned by Idl'd Milton. 
Major Cartwright, itwtated, entered Hud¬ 
dersfield on the day that the dead bodies, 
of the persons executed, after the sentence 
at York, were brought into the town by 
their friends; and that he brouglit with 
him mndles ofinfiammator/petUions. He 
collated about a dozen persons at a»pub- 
lic l|Dusc: some gentlemen requested him 
to explain his objects, which he declined; 
and all that met him disavowed their ob¬ 
jects, except one. His friends deserted 
him, but he went before a magistrate the 
nqxt mornipg, and produced his petition ; 
he directed others to get signatures to it, ‘ 
but no persons of character encouraged 
it — only persons in low life. Since 
then, the numbers might have been se¬ 
cretly increased to 10,00(), His lordship 
only stated what his infoynation bad af¬ 
forded him; but as there was no public' 
meeting, nor any puBlic notice, the num¬ 
bers must have been clanelestineiy ob¬ 
tained. ^ 

Lord Milton said, that his hon. friend 
the member for Morpeth, had examined 
the signatures, and stated that at the head 
of them was one of the most respectable 
persons of the town, but that he was not 
acquainted with any of the rest. 

Sir Francis Burdett could uot help be¬ 
ing astonished at the inconsistency of gen¬ 
tlemen on the subject of petitions. When 
he bad lately presented a petition from the 
county of Wilts, adopted at a meeting le¬ 
gally convened, though the petition was 
signed b^ the high sheriff^ and was ia 
respect theipetition of the county 
of Wilts, yet it did not receive that atten¬ 
tion to which it was entitled, and in a few 
days afterwards the member for Wiltshire 
presented a counter'petition, which was 
very differently received. The gentieipan 
by whom the present petition had been 
proffosed, was so well knSwn both in and 
out of the House as an honest man, that 
he could not be Stispccted of improper mo¬ 
tives, and so far was he from approving 
of the riotous proceedings in the county* 
at the time alluded to, that in his addresses 
he had tlrged,r^at if the pt'o^.lo had any 
grievances to complain of* it a'. m not by 
riotous proceedings that they would be 
I'likely to get them redressed, and had re¬ 
commended the mode of petitioning. 
petition was signed by 10,800 persons, but 

y 
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who those persons were he had not the 
locans of stating. 

The petition was ordered to lie oh the 
table. ^ 

• ▼ 

PETITIOlf OF Mas. Taaffe, com- 
fLAIHINU OF THE PjlESIDENT 6P THE 
CoUIlT OF SlCSilOX IN ScoTLANn.] Sir 
FraiicM Bnrdelt snid, he had a petition to 
present-fromui) individual, whocomplained 
of great Ijardi^i/ps, and which was impor¬ 
tant, |)ccause it concerned the adrniiPstra- 
tion of public justice. The petitjodi was- 
that of an unprotected female against tho 
lord president of the court of session in 
Scotland, comjihuning of an exercise of 
poner on his part, which could not be 
authorized by the Scotch, or any other 
system of law. This lady hail been ife- 
prived of the guardianship of her children, 
which had been left her by her Iiushand, 
and had been subjected to other illegal 
proceedings. The case was of great im¬ 
portance, and jjc should not suffer it lung 
to remain on the tabic, without an ulterior 
motion. • 

The SpealuK- asked, what was the prayer 
of the petition ? 

Sir F. Burdett answered, that the peti¬ 
tioner pra 3 ed that the House would put 
her children under the guardianship of tlie 
court of chancery of England, and that 
they would take steps to punish the right 
hon. Charles Hope, president of the court 
of session, for various acts of malversation, 
in the administration of justice, and especi¬ 
ally the contravettcioii of a statute of Wil¬ 
liam. and Mary. 

Lord Osstd^lon seconded the motion, 
that he might have an opportunity, when 
the petition*had been read, of refuting the 
calumnies it contained* " . 

Lord Castlereagh said, the House ouglit 
to be cautious how they lent themselves to 
a course which woul?l mislead the subject. 
If it was supposed fliat the House could 
interfere in thcadmiiustraWon of the course 
of justice, that course would become dis¬ 
turbed aid conlused. ’ If there w&S no 
charge in the petition of the great law 
officer in question havit^ committed mal- 
tersatioiuor oppression in the exercise of 
his high office, and if such charges wore 
not borne cut by a statement of facts in 
the petition, tlie House ought nciwointer¬ 
fere. If, jiowevcr, it were allowed to he 
rea)^,^ he begged he might nqt be under¬ 
stood as giving his support to it. • 

Sir,7o/(» Newport contended, that its 
complaining of great injustice and oppres- 
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sion on the part of a high law officer, was 
a sufficient reasop for its being attended 
to. 

Lord Dinning .suggested the propriety 
of having the prayer of the petition again 
stated. 

Sir F. Bnrdeit said, that the prayer was 
for the interposition of the House to bring 
back her children to the protection of the 
chancellor of England, where she had 
phiced them, and to bring to justice the 
president of the court of session for mal- 
vensation. 

Mr. Dnndas conceived, that the petition 
on the first prayer was altogether inadmis¬ 
sible, as it would countenance a direct ap¬ 
peal from a court of justice in Scotland to 
the Hniisc of Commons which had no ju- 
rfsdiction. 

The Spcalcrr apprehended that, in strict¬ 
ness, the lion, baronet had i'ai'ed in one 
part of his duty, which was, to state the 
facts on which the charge of malvcisation 
was I'oumled. 'I'liis he had omitted to do. 

Sir F. Bnrdelt said, that the facts were 
so numerous, that it was better to have 
the petition read by the clerk. One fact 
was, the tidiing from the lady the guar¬ 
dianship of her own children, contrary to 
the la\\!of Scotland—anotlifr was, unjustly 
stopping her jointure—another was, con¬ 
tempt of the statute of William and Mary. 
There were many otlieis with which he 
Iiad not burthened his inemory. 

Mr. Brougham said, that those fart.<« 
were^All matter of appeal rather than ac- 
cusatrop. Contempt of the statute of W'il- 
liani aii^ Mary was no proof of malversa¬ 
tion, but wSs a good ground of appeal, 
not to^e llous^j'-I^Cnnimons, but to the 
prcfril^-uirt. fie "ime of the last 
raeinhcrs in that House, who would throw 
any imiiodimei-ts in the way of petitioning, 
Imf he thought if the prcsentwcre receiv- 
‘cd, it would establish a dangerous.prece¬ 
dent, and open a door to pe^^itioris f¥om 
suitors, who would prefer the summary 
mode of praying lift interposition of that 
House, anther than the more proper, but 
unffirtenately much more expensive one, 
ofCpp , ding to the higher tribunals. 

'i'lie Speaker said, that many attempts 
had been made in that House by disap¬ 
pointed suitors to accuse the judges, but 
such Ftl^ipts had been constantly repel¬ 
led.^' I^w as for the House to qonsidci^ 
whetlipr there were anj; circumstances in 
the present case that could justify them 
in maj^ing it an exception to the general 
usage. Had tSe hon. baronet any allega- 
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tions of direct' injustice to make, which 
could enable the House to receive the pe¬ 
tition ? 

Sir F, Burden stated, that the president 
of the court was accused of having intimi¬ 
dated several gentlemen of the law, and 
prevented them from assisting this lady 
by their advicB' and assistance. Site also 
declared that she had been unjustly im¬ 
prisoned by the president, for refusing 
to give up her ciiildreu to his authoiity. 

Lord Castlerea^h suggested the pro¬ 
priety of permitting the clerk to read the 
petition. 

Sir Alexander 1/cyjc by pressed his con¬ 
fidence that the president of the court of 
session would readily undergo any scru¬ 
tiny into either his public' or private cha¬ 
racter. 

The Petition was then brought up, and 
read. It was ffoin'Belinda, widow of the 
late col. George Colehrooke, who died in 
1809, and left her guardian of the children, 
with a jointure of 1,200/. a year; also 
SOO/. a year to bring up the children, and 
5001., to be paid to herself. She had since 
remarried in Scotland in January 1811, to 
John Taaft’e, esq. The estates were worth 
about 8,000/. a year of which 5,000/. 
werS in Scotland. '1 he petition made the 
children wards in chancery. Her second 
marriage proved very unhappy. The re¬ 
moval of her cliildren liad been sued for, 
and the court appointed a curator. 'J’lic i 
petition was long, and entered into a variety 
of details, stating that the judge ha«» said 
that he had private means of knowing she 
was an infamous woman, tJiat the children’s 
morals might be corrupte’l,and the sooner 
their affectio us wc ix- »J.ienatcd from her 
the better; anuThat the judge •^^etf'per- 
suasion and intimidation to prevent her i 
from getting assistance. She also cpni- 
plained of imprisonment, and that the 
sentence was privately made up, which' 
she could tprove at the bar. The object 
of her imprisonment was to extort her 
submission, rather than whidh she would 
have died in prison. • 

On the motion of sir F. Burdett, Uiat 
the petition iJo lie on the table. 

Lord Ossulston stated, that, among the 
numerous cases in behalf of the subject 
w'hich his hon. friend had bce*i induced 
to bring^ before parliament, thftfS^jMvcr 
was one introduced by him with less wn- 
sideration to the*niatter at issue, os- wiJfc 
less attention to what was due to the par-f 
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ing to parliament. I he noble lord thert 
adverted to the allegations of the petition. 
In contradiction to that which stated her 
sentence of imprisonment to have been 
caused by her refsual to enter ^nfo security, 
he begged to state, that that sentence was 
pronounced against her, not to compel 
Iier to a separation from her children, but 
for a contempt of court. To show the 
feelimjs of this lady to tear her children by 
pcrsLn*ion and stratagem, t*rum*their pre- 
s{ nygnirdianship, he stated, that*when 
the/ liUiil been per.vi'ttcd to visit her, on 
» rfcprescntiUiou J u- v being on a death¬ 
bed, an attempt liad actually been made 
to entrap and remove them from their pre¬ 
sent control. If there was any thing in 
tlie case wliicli ontiiied the party to ap¬ 
peal from a judicial process, let her resort 
to the House of Lords, where she might, 
if her case were good, obtain redress, in¬ 
stead of appealing to that House, where 
it was impossible, from tlie nature of its 
constitution, that she could obtain any re¬ 
dress. ^ 

Mr, J. P. Grant was anxious to soy a 
few words on, this petitidK^as he knew 
something ,of tite parties, lliougli from 
mere rumour. All that he had ever heard 
went to confirm the statement of the noble 
lord, that the petitioner was in custody 
for a contom])t of the court of session, 
wliicli exercised the same jurisdiction in 
such circumstances as the court of chan¬ 
cery in England. The president of the 
court of session was no^^morc answerable 
in these cases than the judge of any other 
court. If the petitioner considered herself 
aggrieved, the court of appeal was at all 
times open to her, and the Ilquse was not 
bound to interfere. There was no impu- 
j'^ticn of corruptiJh on the i)art of the 
learned judge; the petition merely stated, 
that he had acted contrary to law; and 
this ivas an allegation which must be de¬ 
cided by a court of appeal. There was 
nothing, undoifttedly, of greater impor¬ 
tance to the liberty of the neople, than that 
that*House should be open to petitions; 
but it was no Ijpht matter to hold up to 
public reprobation the conduct of an offi¬ 
cer of justice, against whom, iftfbhad dis¬ 
charged his trust unfaithfully, it was the 
duty of that House to institute proceed¬ 
ings, and to take care that he should not 
be guilty of malversation again. It wM 
1 equally their duty, however, to shut their 
^doors against loose and frivolous charges. 


ties concerned, than the*nresent which he wnd to protect the characters of those who 
had road^ himself the me^um of convey- Twere intrusted with the administration of 
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the laws of the country. For these roa" the laws of the country 6nd the circum- 
eons, he should certainly object to the stances of the case required, 
present petition. The Attwne^/ General conceived it right 

Lord Binning could not suffer this mat* to inform the House, that printed papers 
ter topassVithout a few observations, but relative to the case of the petitioner had 
. rejoiced that the noble lord was so fortu- been forced upon him by the post almost 
state as to be before him. He wished to every day. From the publicity which at* 
occupy the attention of the House for a tended the proceedings in that House he 
abort time, on account, of his very near did hope, that if the discussions of that 
connexion with the lord president of night should reach the persons to whom 
the court of session. He believecithere he alluded, they would understand that 
was no person who ever presided av^er a the repetition of this practice would not 
court of justice that had discharg^ his be suffered to pass without some animad* 
duties with more honour and integ/t)*, version. 

or with greater advantage and satisfaction Sir Francis JiuPdrit replied at consider- 
to the country. With respect to the me- able length. He apprehended that the 
rits of this petition, he had been informet'^ conduct of a judge who imprisoned a per- 
that a process was now pending agaiqst son on the groOnds stated in this petition 
the lord president, for using abusive and ought not to pass without the serious in- 
unwarrantablc language to the petitioner; quiry of that House. It was the duty of 
and if this was really the fact, site was not the House, and not of a Court of appeal, 
entitled to a[)p1y to that House pendente to determine whether he had not exceeded 
lite. If she censidered herself aggrieved, his powers. With regard to the character 
the proper covrt of appeal was open to of the parties, he was unable to form a de- 
her. He almost lamented that the House cisive judgment; but, from the facts dfis- 
had suffered this petition to be brought up closed in the petition, he entertained ra- 
and read; bui. having done so, he should thcr a fiivourable opinion of the lady. She 
take the liberty of moving’ tlyit it be re- had been left by her husband the guardian 
jeeted. of his children; so that, at least, she 

I.iord Compton expressed his opinion could produce his testimony of her ^ood 
that there was no ground whatever for conduct. She had afterwards made them 
entertaining the petition. wards of the court of chancery in Eng- 

' Mr. Horner felt himself hound, as the land; and what could she do with more 
petition had been read, to state the im- propriety ? He knew not what credit 
pression on his mind of the conduct of should be given to rumours, but he had 
the learned judge. That eminent person heai^ that these young ladies had been 
had a very difficult task to perform; and extremely well educated by their mother ; 
he had no doubt whatever, iVom what he and the will of tjie husband expressly de* 
had heard of this case, that his lordship clared, that no sbeond marriage of the wife 
had not only discharged his duty accord- should deprive the jriiurdianship of 

ing to law, but had manifested a degree of thirC'blbdrcn. It had bccii'argucd, however, 
afrectionate consideration and zeal towards' that the court of session had a right to 
the mother of the children that could not interfere; but the real question was, whe* 
be surpassed. He ^^as the more anxious ther the petition contained allegations 
to deliver his sentii^ents on this occasion, which brought the matter under the gog- 
as the learned judge had lately presented nizance of the House 1 He apprehended 
a report to that Housef which Was not it was a great and serious charge against 
very consistent with his dignity or with any judge Whatevef, that be had decided 
the respl-ct wil'ich the House had a right a question upon mere private information, 
to demand. He might thereafter think it There could be no doubt, that if this lady 
it his duly to oftbr sotdb animadversions wis chargeable with that* misconduct 
on that subject, and it was principally for which some gentlemen seemed to think, 
.this reason that he considered liimself it was not brought publicly before the 
bound to do justice to the learned judge judge in order to induce him to act as he 
in the case which was ibcq beforifthem. ha^^^^. The learned judge, however. 
Sir said, he had no doubt hfta" taken upon himself to restrain this 

w|jatever, from all he had beard on this ,j^nfortunate and unprotected female from 
subject, that the lord president was nofj' any intercourse with one of her children, 
only perfectly blameless, but had actetU wben^kby the layv of the land, he Iiad ar- 
*’ith that prqiriety atid correctness whiclr rived at an agefito appoint his own guardiaij. 

I _ 
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It had been argued that, if she considered 
herself aggrieved by this conduct, she 
might appeal to the House of Lords; but 
he believed, she was not in a condition to 
institute such a proceediug, as she had al 
ready beet#put to the expense of 5,000/., 
in defending and maintaining her rights. 
He would not deny, indeed, that, if she 
complained ofmisjudgment only, the court 
of appeal was the proper tribunal to which 
she ought to resort; but she complained 
of the general oppressive conduct of the 
learned judge. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, he thought that this *petition ought 
to lie on the table: ait^ if the House 
should approve of that motion, he should 
consider it his duty to take some farther 
tice of it on a future day. ' 

The motion, that the petition do lie on 
the table, was negatived without a divi¬ 
sion : After which lord Binning’s motion,^ 
that the petition be rejected, was carrie 
without a division. 


illUllUlfya 

carried 


^Ir. Brougham’s Bir.!. for Secur 
iNG THE* Liberty of the Press.] Mr. 
Brougham^ in rising to make the motion of 
which he had given notice, respecting the 
Liberty of the Press, claimed the indul¬ 
gence of the House for the statement 
rvhich he should have to make, on ac¬ 
count of the magnitude of the subject. 
The importance of the privileges connect¬ 
ed with a free press were so well known, 
that he should not say one word respect¬ 
ing them; his object was to prove;* that 
the laws by which that liberty was se* 
cured, were capable of amendment. In 
showing the necessity of an alteration in 
the law, it| wag en^'.vgli to make it appear 

that there was an absurdity in the*i«t-_ 
ter of the law, without going a step fur¬ 
ther, and showing that practical incon¬ 
venience did result, had resulted, * or 
wa^likely to result from it; because no¬ 
thing would be less wdse than to attempt 
to legislate for the purpose of removing 
an apparent inconsistency merely. It 
was necessary fur him to guard against 
another error into which some persons had 
fallen, as to the improvements of the iSw, 
which was. the supposition that all that 
was necessary was, to revert to the juris¬ 
prudence of form<?r times, or what were 
called by these persons the purerof 
our constitution. He mentioned thi's 
gument because it was urged by persoi^ 
of great respectability and profound know¬ 
ledge ; but it was an uufortunate«preju- 
4ice, a$ it tended to thrd^ discredit on 


Ijjieir attempts and formed an answer to 
their plans of improvement. For his own 
part, he thought that, with one or two ex¬ 
ceptions, our constitution was never in a 
better state than now, except ih one or 
two instances, in wliiwi it was ’best to try 
to remove its blemishes. Another error 
which had arisen from the nature of the 
press was a supposition that its liberty 
could be secured by a law, defining libel, 
simila/to that by which constructive trea¬ 
sons md been abolished—how to ^fine 
treawn was perhaps an easy task, and 
thoigh possibly the law of Edward 3rd 
ImoT drawn too narrow a line by confining 
ti^ason to the levying war against the 
ng or conspiring against bis life, it was 
prodigiou.^; improvement, compared with 
he law by which so many multifarious 
offences were visited by the terrible pu¬ 
nishment attached to that crime. But 
in an attempt to define libel, if it were 
said that a libel was an attack on the dia- 
racter of the sovereign, it remained to be 
explained what was an attack on charac¬ 
ter. The truth was, that it was best left 
to common senp to d^intr*^hat was an 
attack on cliaractcr, and consequently a 
libel. 

Having said thus much to clear- the 
way, he should proceed to remark, that 
as the law now stood, the chief evil felt 
by persons accused of offences of this na¬ 
ture ivas this, that if prosecuted for libel 
it was of no manner of consequence to 
the trial of their cause—it was a weight 
that entered not at all info the scale, whe¬ 
ther the matter of the alleged libel was 
consistent with truth, or totally false. 
This was the first grievance: and in cal¬ 
ling the attention of the House to this, he 
‘must remind them, that he did not rashly 
require legislation on the subject; to say 
that he had considered it himself for many 
years, was saying little; but be certainly 
did approach tlie subject with a sense of 
great anxiety, because he was aware of 
the multiplied considerations which it in- 
volvl^d. It should be his 'AusinesS to state 
every difficulty that had occurred to him 
and others withifi his knowledge, and he 
should be content to stand or fall 15y his suc¬ 
cess in producing an adequate remedy. The 
House would clearly sec wherein lay the 
great e^il to w][)ich a party accused was 
subject. He would suppose tHat a state¬ 
ment, not one item of which was over¬ 
charged, containing reflections on govern- 
pent, or on an individual, was published, 
and that the ^uthor was prosecuted by 
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government, or the individual. X<et th^e at present, the troth cannot be stated, 
statement be ever so true, he was willing and it was no nvistake to say that the law 

to admit that the prosecution should be had always stood so. But this was the 

criminal, but he contended that the qucs< only circumstance so excluded: every 
cion whetiier the matter was true or false, other circumstance which went to cluci* 
ought to bS taken rnto consideration by date motives was freely allowOl to be pro* 
the jury. To say that the measures of duced. 

government were bad, and that tlte minis* In order to show the inconsistencies to 
ters who proposed them ou^ht to be ini- which this system led, lie should refer to 
peached, or that A. li., a given individual, a few of them, for the sake of gentlemen, 
is guilty of ll'iony, tliongli never sh true, who were not quite so conversant with 
mjgh| frequently be highly crimiti.v ; be- the subject- If a party was prosecuted 
cause there were cases in which n\hing for a libel, it was competent for the de¬ 
but malice could have originated \u»ii fenuant to show on what occasion he 

charges, and otlier circumstances, besides was induced to publish it; and if it was in 
the allegations being true or not irVe, answer to any former attack, he has a 
might account fur the publication, aid right to bring this forward in evidence, 
from them a malicious motive mightyiX' But let the lixiuse observe to what this 
inferred. Nevertheless no one could deny? led: if I libel a parly, it is no justification 
first, that the crime would be greater it that he libelled me before ; but I ought to 
the allegations were false; and that would .have prosecuted him for his libel, instead of 
go to be considered at least in the amount Vddiiig offence to offence. But althoughthe 
of punishment: but, secondly, though on ciourls say that this is no justification, yet 
trial truth wgs no absolute ju.sti(icaiioii, thej’ allow it to be given in evidence, in 
yet it ought to enter into the consideration order to cast a better light on the conduct 
of the cause, beca'bsc in many cases it of the defendant; the malice or* purity of 
would be ikiciSlVe for or against the de- his motives being the point to which their 
fendant. He should first put^thc ca.se of attention is really directed. Another in- 
a private libel, because it was more likely stance was this; all circumstances attend- 
that malice shouW enter into the compo- ing the manner of publication were allow- 
sition of this, it being difficult to conceive cd to be given in evidence, not as any 
a person guilty of intentional malice on justification, but because they tended to 
subjects of public concern. He rvould show the mevtives of the publisher. The 
suppose it had been published that A. B. third instance he should adduce w-is one 
was guilty of felony: it did not follow, be- which frequently occurred, and partieu- 
cau.se he might have been guilty, that the larly in a late case ; it was whore libels 
publisher was also guilty of a libel; .were published in the form of a report of 
but the truth or falsehood ought to go be- speeches, or the, proceedings of a court. 
/Tore the jury, tl)at they might sift whether If a member of that House published liis 
the motives of the publisher w’ere innocent speech, or a privata^nerson. •'n. account of 
or not. l*!icre was no case in which the W'lTatpbssed in a court, a'rui that publication 
falsehood of the charge would hot bo de»' contained a libel,it would be no justification 
cisive against him, thongh there might be that thespeech had been spoken, or the mat- 
many in which it would not be decisive ter had passed in court. Ho was aware 
for him. If I say that A. B. is guilty of' that the court of Common-pleas had gone 
felony, and it turns out to be false. I am a farther in the case of Curry and Wafter ; 
libeller; though it doe;^ not follow that but it had been said in the King’s-bench, 
the truth being so would always cxcul- in a recent* case (.that of Mr. Creevej') 
pate md. But'ihen, is the truth atways that if tife matter were tried over again, 
to be excluded ? Urdess those who take therp|u«;tof what actually passed would 
a different view of the Ipiestion are pre- nA be a juatification. Now,* how did this 
pared tohsay, that in no possible case can bear on the question ? We had come to 
•the truth or falsehood of the facts be ma- decided cases, and the courts said it was 
terial as to the malice or purity of roo- no justification to prove that you were 
tives, then they must agrqe with Ids con- onb^e reporter, but they allowed it to 
dusion, that the court should have the b^^ven in evidence, and to go to the 
truth of the facts before them, not as con- ^ry,4jecause they were lifting only the 
clo&jve for or against the defendant, buH^urity or malice of motives; they inquire, 
as goin^ to show the purity or malice q|| “ didJie invent and defame, or did he 
jj^iis motives. As the crii^inal law stoo^j only give a defamatory speech, which 
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might be spoken, but not published, with 
a view to dissctqination , As they con¬ 
sidered the solution of this question to 
throw a light on the subject, they allowed 
it to be given in evidence, though not to 
be adduced as a justiheation. The last 
instance he should bring forward would 
be that of high treason. It was well 
known to several members, that in the 
case of lord Itiissell (a less indulgent case 
he could not nu ntion, for he had a right 
by statute to denominate it a murder), 
the evidence of Dr. Tillotson was admit¬ 
ted to prove that his lordsliip’s habits of 
life were moral: even against tiie imputa¬ 
tion of high treason was tflis evidence al¬ 
lowed, to show the improbability of such 
guilt being compatible with-opposite ha¬ 
bits of life. In tlie case of Mr. Horne 
Tooke also, who was tried for high trea¬ 
son in the year 17!'I, a book which he 
wrote in ITtl'i, was permitted to be pul in^ 
as evidence of his loyally. He alluded \ 
his celebrated Letter addressed to ytr. 
Diffining, upon the subject of parliamen¬ 
tary rcrort*, and luckily for Mr. Tooke, 
there happened to be in that letter, toge¬ 
ther with many constitutional doctrines, 
some very satisfactory proofs of his loy¬ 
alty. * Upon that ground* the book w'as 
tendered as evidence, and upon that 
ground it was received. It w'as not, of 
course, considered as a justification, but 
it went to prove the probability or impro¬ 
bability of a man using the question of 
parliamentary reform in 179t as a cloak 
to cover purposes of high treason, who, in 
1782, had written upon the same subject 
with much loyalty. 

These wm> t he instances he had thought 
fit to produce, arRi licTinight producemu,;':-. 
herless others to show, that although it 
waa not allowed to give truth in evidence, 
yet all other circumstances were admitted 
which tended to show the motives of the 
partj^. TltQ question then was, what was 
there in the nature of truth that it should 
not be taken into the’account ? Why 
should that only be omitted whicli in 
many cases was conclusive—-in all was of 
weight■conclusive where the chargis 
were false, and of weight where they were 
true. It was needless for him to attempt 
to convince the Eftmsc of the materiality 
of truth in all cases; there could scangely 
he any one circumstance so material; ,, 
it was quite enovgh to show that this igigh 
be material; or rather he should call on 
those who negatived the ppsition to^how 
that it was immaterial in the'bulk gfeases. 
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If they could show that this was wholly 
beside tlfe question—wholly immaterial- 
then he would retire at once. He had 
mentioned the hardship it was to a defen- 
d.-iot to be put on his trial with his right 
arm (if ho might use the expression) thus 
tied up, dnd he should not insist much on 
the fact that the present system limited 
the freedom of discussion on public mat¬ 
ters of every description : this would be 
admitcj by all; hut they wdiild,rely, in 
answe^, on the probable mischiefs wjiich 
vvouly ensue from letting in the truth, 
wfiitii, they would allege, would amount 
to jygreatcr inconvenience than the pre- 
seiA restrictions on political discussion. 
B/t there was no one point in which the 
/csent question was more material than 
naE which related to libels on private cha- 
acter. When he referred to the evil 
^arising from tho restriction of political 
discussion, and compared it with the mis¬ 
chief to which the character ,of every one 
was now subject, much as he,regretted the 
former, he should, if obliged to confine re¬ 
dress to one of the evils, prefer remedying 
the latter. With regaftTur-.-his, the best 
that could be said was, that the press was, 
like the air, a chartered libertine,” and 
that wo must be content to suffer a- little 
in jnivjtc character lor the sake of pre- 
seiving that libertj'; but he had said 
etioiigli to show that this liberty degene¬ 
rated, in many instances, into absolute li¬ 
centiousness; and be considered that li¬ 
centiousness to arise from this cause, that 
there was no public jierstfli to watch over 
the property or character of individuals. 
By the inveterate practice of our law, 
wrong suffered by a private person could 
only be redressed by that person himself. 
Wlicn a man’s character was attacked, be 
the pain and injury he suifered ever so 
great,—be the person who made the attack 
•the most malicious of men, and ids motives 
the most iniquitous,—it was a thousand to 
one he escaped witJi impunity. He should be 
asked, dill the law afford no redress ? Why 
did nbt the injured individual cotne for¬ 
ward ? He would tell the House what 
was the reraedy^oflbred in theory, and 
what was its result in practice. 'I'he rea¬ 
sons why the injured individual did not 
conic forward were these: there w'erc two 
ways poihtcd oi^t for redress—by action 
and bjr indictment. Suppose tlje remedy 
by action was preferred, tlie accuser was, 
^^fldoed, defied to prove the truth ; but the 
jured person tront into court for a ver- 
(ict, and then, tlfter running the gauntlet 

1 - 
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of having all his a&irs exposed to the im* 
pertinence or pruriency of public animad¬ 
version-rafter submitting to a speech from 
the defendant’s counsel ten-times worse than 
the original libel—after ail the expense of a 
trial', and the risk ofbeing turned round on a 
point oflaw, he appeals to a jury for damages 
to estimate the value of his character; and 
those who knew howjurics were composed 
(and he meant not to say any thing dis¬ 
respectful of them) would probablji' agree 
witm him, that, for the worst injur^ done 
to a private individual’s character,').they 
would be very apt to give most inadecpa«e 
damages. Thus a plaintiff would go 'tout 
of court, with an ingenious speech ff^m 
his counsel, with another from the coutiiU'l 
employed on the opposite .side (rafjtt^' 
than bear which he would perhaps havt,^ 
endured ten such libels as that of which\ 
he complained), and damages to 
amount of 40/. or 501. He knew it would 
be said, that higher damages were some¬ 
times given ;<» and a case had lately oc¬ 
curred, that of Webster versus Baldwin, 
in which 2,000/. damages were awarded. 
But here he*^ould not avoid observing, 
that juries frequently assessed damages on 
extrinsic circumstances, that should have 
been entirely left out of their consideration. 
They were sometimes rather guided in 
their determination by the greatness of 
the names that garnished the record, than 
by the nature and extent of the injury 
stated in the declaration. He had seen 
thousands awarded, where the parties filled 
elevated situations in society, while tho.ee 
of less exalted rank, although the injury 
j was much greater, did not recover hun¬ 
dreds. Tjie proceeding, by action, seem¬ 
ed to him, in the present state of the law, 
to be liable to great- objections. Tliose' 
objections were felt by individuals, and, 
therefore, they di(| not choose to adopt 
such a mode. Thg emolument which the* 
slanderer accumulated by the propagation 
of his calumny, constituted the fund out of 
which the person aggrieved was to be re- 
raunerdted irf damages. The libeller 
broke open the recesses of an individual’s 
private <ife—he held tb$tn up as a source 
ofpro6r,'to public observation—he abso¬ 
lutely coined the character of his victim— 
,and out of what he had gained in this base 
manner, the person accused wasf>aid, per- 
b«^s, 100£. or 150/. Safety could only 
be found in a criminal prosecution; and 
he should never advise an individual to iif' 
stitute an action for libel, if it were not fj 
the one material point, ihicb formed 


principal subject of their present conside¬ 
ration. If he ^ent into court, to prose¬ 
cute a person who had slandered him, he 
did not defy the defendant to prove the 
truth of his charge. On the contrary, by 
taking such a course, he seemed to admit 
the truth of the accusation; and, in fact, 
the public were always ready to suppose a 
charge to be true, when the person ag¬ 
grieved instituted a criminal prosecution 
against tlie accuser. On such occasions, 
it was observed, that the plaintiff would 
not have had recourse to this mode, 
but for the purpose of preventing the de¬ 
fendant from proving the truth of what be 
bad alleged. This was practically the 
reason why men did not like to prosecute 
for libel. But if the defendant were al¬ 
lowed the power, in cases of civil prosecu¬ 
tions for libel, to prove the fact, not as a 
the'^ground of justilicatinn, but as a matter 
Mvorthy of being considered by the jury, all 
h{.e objections against this course of pro- 
cev'ling would be done away. Every man 
would then have a powerful weapon' to 
punish bis traducer, and a suiHcicnt shield 
to protect bis character from the imputa¬ 
tion of having selected this particular 
mode, in order to prevent his opponent 
from establishing the trnlh of what hb had 
asserted. By making this alteration, ad¬ 
ditional facility would be given to freedom 
of discussion, and additional security 
would he afforded to tlic rights of private 
character. For ail offences against the 
state there was an effectual remedy. No 
person could libel the government with 
impunity, because it was not liable to 
those feelings which actuated private in¬ 
dividuals. The onlyclwact^x which was 
tllouroughly protecred, and for which 
retributive justice was not provided, in 
case of libellous attacks, was that which 
was likely to suffer more from such attacks, 
than could bo indicted by the most licen¬ 
tious observations made by (lie press on 
the government.. 

Before <fic proefbeded to state the re¬ 
medies «-he meant to propose,* he should 
call tin' attention of the House to the 
iitconsistencics in principle, by which 
truth was excluded in sou^ cases, and 
admitted in others. In y/55, when lord 
Hardwicko presided iirtiie court of King’s- 
bej^h, the right of pleading the truth in 
ification, was denied. Since thaltinie, 
owever, it was nllowed,* that the truth, 
in all cases of action for libel, might be 
pleads^ as matter of justification. Why, 

he would'Sj#’, should it not*also be u- 
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io'.ml fi cvi'ninal i>i' 03 C{''i!i.)!i was 

resorfcil it h-i.' ; li.i, m tiic 

latter rase iIk'H' v.ms tia ju-ivi'ic !■ i-lnir', 
or inotivi.’, as tlifia- w.is in liu* innm'r. 
"fhis nriiicijile, Iiiuvi'vi'i-, uas not at al! 
borne ont by l!ie |iratlii-i'. A inivato 
iiuli\ulua! apply to tin' court lor 

criminal iiii'Dnnarion, in ci-ic of lilnl, 
oral, in tl'iat proi cc<!ii)i;, lie ivas cailci'l on 
to the truth, in im ailidavit. Tii!-. 

pul'd iiot tal-t; placi- a( llic trial, but on t!'-.: 
rb’seu-sion that arose ulieii the rnle 'vas 
moved I'or. (’*n ouch an occii'-io;), t!io 
.piauliir imi'jf SM-ctr tlitji'' Hbel ivas fa’se 
—altho'i :h lx* n-as not preseenfhi" f’er 
dilin.'.oes, nor !'or a urivdic injury. Ib* 
ivas jirof,cental” Tor tl.c piialir i/i t!ie 
fu'n’r'ti nranc. 5 <e v as only pro’T^'*ai;!y, a • 
a ivinu'"-. 'li'y, tlicrci'ori , liad iu'a iudil 
tc bn ntoi'’ /<"/i',fv 7;j ()!>//' ii re. ili.'ai i'.'lu' 
broUL''hl his 
lie fieri 
ten ea'.ein 

i( ivi'l-jin a j)OMli>c a.’int.ivit t<f>at 
the iiiu I UM' !.'l-e; lint, il he neii! beier, 
lliC ;Mau.I jur.. .nil! th-n li.iiu'i a Inil, ii<> 
opporlueili v, .. ;;ivcii on tlie tru.l. ■'!' 
beariue; e\idei'ce as (o ilie Irulli or I'l!"- 
beej^ol' til I !'e!: it i.s ij iito -u'hc.-ut 
to prt'Ve 11. ' , a 1 ; h > ,-1 ill ! 'r. - .1])- 

plicali.ai hii a vi; i;ai.’l in'.’-e-ni.itioe, if u.i.s 
wbe.t t!u‘ pid ;;c ie.el s !o, ii'ihat n.)- 
file-Sfiec'i'e'f aiei ioi>.i jii-.ipei*'-.ec .»! jiuf- 
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ISO Ik i'ire the ^.n'i'ud Jnr\ 
-N.'d i’er :..i e\tr ii-i'd:.iii”v 
of the ennri, \i h'l M'O'iiil u; 

a 


the common niLape, “ The "voater the 
Irutli, ih'i (treater the liliiJ.” if, there¬ 
fore, .n change were imdc -at nil Iti ilic law 
on Ibis point, it oiigfit to he. that neither 
ill ii (ivil aciion, inir in a crimjaal prnsc- 
c’Hioii, fijr a pubiic oi’a private libel, the 
truin slioiihi he n’ciivctl as cntiiv ly jnsli- 
fyiii'r the flelendaiit, iint it should i)e «iil- 
ii ri'd to go t.) tin jur', as matter for their 
cen-i'leration. In cicil jictipns it’would 
guide tnou' in assessing the a-ncni'.tt of da¬ 
mage-v; in ininilnal proccerlings it \«)uhl 
e'liii).'.-' tiiem to judge wl eliiin the lici’end- 
:n‘ft /ctod from ra.ilicious nioiivcs or from 
igs o' .1 puhl'c n.ifure. Ilo could 
ahfi innigine fees in hich lUihlie libels 
gilt lie friio, .u'.d act tlicir truth niiglit 
lioiisln .'lated. I’m-1 \ 'mpie it might 
b true 10 st ito '11,1; provisions wi-rc dear, 
d'liiat siji'i'uu nt were made !,i a nud- 
liiiido, in ail i:if..iei.n.iliirv an c •■■.'gL' ; led 
miumcv, I* ooul'l be a liSiel. In iiie same 
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ai'.pii.. I'. n a i m.ule: whiili n.isacoiU' - 
4 |iiii,. in-, nosisii ;it nith the idea ol’a piat 
sccutian ler a luddd’ wrong, li appi nr.i d 
to'iiiU, iioucser, t’nat ih ' pitninc lliel'hei 
to 1 ■ u'. !■ ;is iK,t a .siiiliciciit josiiu.M-. 
lion; v*i,:eii rcis.'ii it (o'l.iv..d, ih.u 
i: .■idler, in a ..^'uoii u* • dmic.'- 

r;or in a pni>..v‘ cvi-!.i>-, d j/ios. < lUu n, 
fchmdd the tr, di lie i..f. u .. . a jusi*Itlc,.tii.n 
—but, In I .K'it sM'ie, ii ein !vt to go to I|k' 
jury tor theiy coi'-i.!.”!'. f .ni. Alurh in¬ 
jury niigiit»h\dmu' to ilie I'.-elings of ii 

hi.s jilfah'.s hmoio ilu- 

, and going !i true hliUement of 
them, 'file truth, iA sucli a else, iv.Jjjlit 
add to'tiic greidin-ss Vf the iniury, 
iu a Civil action* irtho^rulh were provei^ 
it was a suificient uuswib- to the plftinliif 
Many cases might be ini?igiii('d.ji»r^ sucli 


! j. et ('fliirir p'v ;n su-'i .i *"!v os f''n(ied 
In e\'‘ile (!i iff 'ciioii ly i.Mti i}'. would he 

■ iilielhne", e\iu limugh^X'bf m.dtcr sf-ilrd 
: were true, an.l burin!*!.'., .f s.nii.\! ui ;i dif- 
' h'le’tf iii.mui’.'. ‘~'o, ill a eiisc whieu iiiid 
. l/ieu !i i..d, w'iu’i'.’ 11 U'cl'iicnt ei.ili.'.risiug lor 

lui'e'gu .sC!\ice, w,iC ,\.'.d tli'lt llit' .fnip 
iu w ill,-!) thrv Wine to go w.as Ip ihy, tlio 
; .'!!>’i!c,' w.is ji'iif Ii'.'d. .\'iu iimig.ir In.-.o 

■ bt'i'o ,riie f .!■ fh.ir pari.'i •iJor e.a.se, lunvcver, 
e slop wi.s in l.h.it con- 

■ e'Cig'.’iK'ies e! f!;e .‘tate 
uo’i 0^^ the w',.r might 
1 .. ti ing incviiaMc, and 
i.i ..n c\.ig'c,ratcd mar.- 
fence. In *he .sa.nc 
.'id with reg'igd inva- 
si, 11, tl’.o i-o.'i'c:-ioii 1.1 tin; ('rii.vn, and 
. tlu r st i(v .ef iiis, p, rfcerly true, 

let the lev held to he |ii,ui''i.ible muier 
e.'i lain e.i I'om.-i Mee.- 


will', therefore, 
j'nu part i f hi. plan, eii'nT i.i civil or crimi- 
I'mii'e,'..,, In liiaU • the ('■luh, even when 


laaii, i;y liriigg' 
public ’ 


Many cases might be ifiibgiiiciKijir^ sucli Wijectionp. iVo did not, however, ues- 
cases often iJccurred, where,to pair of being ,\blo to ofibr a s;it is factory 
' XXXIV.) , ^ V 


pi-ovid,!'. *!ef,'!U‘-'' oflfi.-l, bill, merely iliat 
1- sh.niid ]),; t ikcn .mo the av‘C,jiUit,—that 
It .should he .'iv n !!■> evidence —■* that it 
should go In ih.-^urc, anil come within the 
scope of t'. 'ir iiKjuirv. when tiu^^sscssed 
wli.it they might think fit and*adequate 

damages. 

'I’o the great changes in the present 
state of l*Iic law,.dll which the carrying into 
efl'cet of those views and principles whic.h 
lie entertained would lead, ho w.is aware, 
(that there might he great and inipor'.ant 
ibjections. Ik; did not. however, des- 
air 
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answer to tiiein all. The first he was pre¬ 
pared to meet was, that in a prosecution 
for libel, proceeding on its tciulencv to 
disturb the peace, ond ant on its injurious 
effect ot. character, the truin or fiilsehood 
of tlic nia'tter allo;L\! was or no eonso- 
quenec, and should not he brouglit into 
view. The answer to this, he thought, 
was c.isv, and would be eoniplelely satis¬ 
factory, or even irresistible. 'I'his allega¬ 
tion of a brCaelj of the peace was merely 
a fnjtion of tlic law, mendy a rea\on for 
giving llie court jurisdiction, mei^dy a 
creature of judicial refinement, sinii|.ir*to 
that of a father recovering damage^ for 
the seduction of liis daughter. The aC|ion 
in this latter case was not brought osteuji- 
hly to punish the seducer,, or to obtap 
compensation for the injury his family h 
siustamed, but proceeded on tlie groan 
tliat he had been deprived of the bene 
of her services, nnd was entitled to dama¬ 
ges for the l^ss. The tarnished liononr of 
liis family—hjs own wounded feelings—the 
degradation and ilisgrace of Ins etiihl were 
all left out of the vll'w of tlie law, and the 
father c’oi mdtt ' if l^his daugliter as liis ser¬ 
vant,ofwho.se scrvieeslic was depriv ed,came 
forward under the authority of law meixdy 
with a claim of compensation for those ser ¬ 
vices. Wlio was there, however, in prac¬ 
tice, that ever looked upon the matter in 
this iiglit, and how ridiculons would it he 
ill eases of seduction to nlhit damages .m 
the only principle that a legal f-Ltion al¬ 
lowed In case of libel tiie legal fiction 
proceeded on the idea that clmacter was 
nothing, and that the tcn;h'iic\ tv-a breach 
, of tlie peace, was cveiv tiling; but why 
* adhere to such ai'-Prev? Why not ad¬ 
mit tliat character was of some value, that 
it was property vvliick deserved protection, 
and tliat tiie robbery of our goods and 
diattols would infer the punioliirent of 
death ? The rohb'Lry of our good name, 
which was dearer ‘to us than any other 
species of pr;-.se‘.sjion, deserved a certain 
degree of punisliuieiit, although the act 
had no. tendciec} to create tumult*'or a 
breach of tlic pence. Hut if any thing 
could rcjive the futility-of this objection, 
it was tlV-.,eco!!d answer tliat he would re¬ 
turn to it. if the tendency to a breach of 
the peace was tiu oniy ground of proceed¬ 
ing in cases of libel, how came it*that this 
tendency to a crime was punished with 
more severity than tho offense itself? 
When a riot was excited, when violencff^ 
ensued— in short, when J.he peace wi 
bcoketif the pmitfhncutP woe often oj 
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small importance, while the penalties of 
libel weie fretjuenlly very severe. In 
some cases, tiiree or six months iiiipiison- 
nient tverc awarded for a breach of the 
peace, while a year, or two years, with a 
iieavy fine, were adjudged to the publica¬ 
tion of libel. J lere the tendency to crime 
was punished more heavily than the crime 
itscli'. Did not an absurd inference like 
this show the fiillaey of Uui premises 
from which it was legitimately drawn, and 
consequently that a breach of the peace 
was not the true ground of proceeding in 
eases of libel? He might exemplify the 
absurdity of tliis principle, and sliow how 
ditterent the practice was from the fic¬ 
tion of law, by appealing to the case of 
duelling, •ifdppose that, instead of pub¬ 
lishing defamatory matter calcnlated to 
break the peace, a party challenged ano¬ 
ther to fight a duet; suppose they went 
, snjrposc oven death ensued, or that 
of them killed his antagonist, then 
Id no punishment follow this outrage 
unless these were some unfairness in the 
transaction. This was the practice of the 
law, and this was the sjiirit of its prc.sent 
adminkslralioii. 'Ihe law, however, could 
not coiileiiiplate this unfairno'ss ; it merely 
considered the net, and sliould pronounce 
judgment accoidingly. It decreed no 
I pnnishnieiUheie fur an actual broach of the 
, peace; but in the case of libel it punished 
' tho leiidenc) toil, (.’unsnmmation of crime 
i was pi'ivilogod with impunity, vrhile the 
j stops to it were jiunisht d with severity. 

! lleiiidnut complain of the practice of the 
! courts in tlicir bniiency to acts such as he 
J had mentioned—ho merely brought the 
; instance forward to show j|;Asdbs'’rdity of 
'jjfounding the uotual justification of the 
law of libel on a pretended allegation of a 
tendency to break the peace. 

There was another objection to the 
receiving of evidence, with the intention 
of cstuhlishing the truth in cases of libel, 
of greater importance than that to which 
he had replied. It might be said, that if 
proof were to be received, the object of 
the slur:<ti.ver might sometimes be accum- 
plilihed, as he had only to publish his libel, 
and force the pr.isecutor intd’ court on an 
issue w'ith regard to his chgrifcter. To this 
objection it might he ftmsidcred a suffi¬ 
cient answer, that th^i defendant would be 
ohl^cd not only to establish the truth of 
Ss aasertiojis, butatu renfove the charge 
of malice. He would not only have to 
justify^jiis statevt>;uts by showing their 
j confornnty'i^^truth, but his tuothres, by 
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demonstrating their consistency with right joction so absurd deserved one. Neither 
intention. The second atAwoi to tin's ob- the jiirj' nor the court we'ild {>ermii a con- 
jection was, that it would be the prosecu- ,«pir.^c 3 ' ol'this kind to succt'cd. Ills brst 
tor’s own fault if he permitted the atteu- answer was, tliat the olit-iuled paiiv mig’it 
tion of the jury to be diverted from the ehoosewlietlicr, in thejliceofilit'lactsmtK 
original charge against the defendant to a whleii lit* nas a; (iiiainted, he canild wiili 
question regarding his ev.n charaeter. safety proceed against the del', rehait c,v 
What was the elfect of the present practice not. With regard to any mhaiv hi* could 
in cases of libel I When the phiiiitilf do his character by a'tiowing it .to lui 
chose to proceed by action, the truth, and brought to trial bob re a i'eT; h'-’ did not 
the truth alone, was put in issue. When hesitate to ■'■ay that the i'ihnv u ts greater 
he proceeded by criminal prosecution, the as the’law at present steed. * 

truth of the libellous statonients was not ,()•■ these gid udi lee t!!e;'.;'l!t the le.ca- 
.regularly put iii issue, but the prosecutor’s .sii'r<yhe propese.l lai. lit he ileteiuled, and 
character suffered more than i! tiiey were mii'.y praeiu al i.t.\.oiMges jieiuleil out as 
regularly c.xamincd. Did it not almo.-t rej‘e.ltii\g, from us a.h«piiou, tntlie I’recdom 
always happen that insinuaiioiis were hhe- Cf tiie press-.-to us piepei regulation—to 
rally dealt out—that hints vreidluade-- oie’secunty Vf pii\ale virtue.;nd jmblic 
that the jury, the court, and the public, /haraeler. He would theielme slate the 
by means of the ^Icfcndant's counsel, were lum oi’tlie clmiiges he eontomj.lnte.l in the 
let into all the facts they could desire/law of libel. 'I'he lust of tlii-m went to 
The leg.al assistants of the defcndiin/ aliolish the di'-tuKtion betweeu writlcn 
were in the habit of lamenting that X/a and oveit libel, and ora! oi .'[Token'lander, 
hiitids of their client were tied up, otlTtr- It vva.s well known tliat ivoitik which vVero 
wise he wqiiid have cstahlishc'.l histharge ; not actimu.hle vihcn s[>ok( n, only bceame 
and that the [iro.secutor chose to proceed so when jutl on paper e. , yblish. d. Here 
by indictment, wlicre he was sure the tlie lion, and leiiTiied gentleman stated scr 
truth could not be listened to, I athor than varal cases,‘and particulavly a decision 
by ari,attioi) of damages, wdiereit eertainly pronounced by lord .M.austicld upon a case 
would bave been turned against him. 'J’he argued bef'Jie the twelve judges. The 
bon. and learned gcntlen.au lierc aitpcuied next change he pioposed to embody in tlic 
to the attorney-geiieiv.I, and de.iciibed the mcasiae which lie was about to move for 
able and adroit manner m wluVh he, jf he leave to iritroduco uas, to allow the cognr- 
werc counsel for a defendant in a enminai zaiicc or the non-cogoizance of the dc- 
prosecution for a libel, would use the pii- fendant, under whose ostensible authority 
vilege ol’ the bar to aggv;ivatc or confirm the libel issued, to be P-,'4, in evidence on 
the original allegations. .All the facts his trial. Suppose, as had lately luippencd, 
would be hrouglit by a L-Xie-wiiul before that the person prosecuted was absent, or 
the jury, and would make an iuiprc s.'jion iii pri.'^on, or beyond seas, w hen his ser- 
tlic tuor(?r u.'ni?*;'Lirable in proportion as vants or agents published tha libel for 
they were undefined in liieir nature, anu which he was indicted, it appeared pre- 
elced out with sc.imUes, suspiciens, hints, jrosteronsly unjust that l e who knew uo- 
and insimiaiions, the mists of whief. a ri- thing o:'its contents, and \vlio«e intercut it 
gorous examinalion would scatter. There ,i!uglit materially iniur'», .should he .idditi- 
couhi^ therefore, l)c no h.ardship to the onally puiii'h.fd fur that of wliiclt lie was 
prosecutor ill the change of the law which entirely ignorant^ an.l whieh he had no 
he proposed. Hut it tvight be said that mc.ans of-'iippressing. ? Iucli caution might 
the officers of the Crown, by collusion be necessary tu lecciving .picas pfigno- 
witli the defendant, might prosecute in the ranee: hut llie duty of examining them, 
name of a third party, or nominal proseep- might fairly hojett to the jury^last of 
tor, for the p^poseofenablingthemselves all, ho would allow evidence of....|!c truili 
to defame thcVharacter of the latter, and of allegerl libel to be laid before the jury, 
to li.x -v stigma it by false testimony with the view of modifying or guiding 
in tile trial of iin issue with regard to its their dc',ision, us he had formerly ex- 
correctness or purity\ 'I’his danger' Jie plained. lie meant to make a provision, 
thouglit complexly ehNnerical. No attO.V that the defendant should give* notice to 
ney-geneial would*be smhase as to jSin iii^Jic prosecutor that, when jnil on trial, he 
such u plot, or, if lie didMiis right to grant \ntendod to offer proof to eslabli'h his 
iiifoimation sh/irfd lie from Itatements. 1 
hiat^ThmMras anotUeransw^ ifanob- ' hon. an^l leaned gi'i-th man now 
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Cline to tlie juri sdiction ol' :Iie courts, Ami liurc he felt it nucuSbary to point 
Hiid the fena oi'procccdii!" in tliLSC eases, out the luaiiriff in ^^liich tlio literary sup- 
Eiisl, he should ajiiii} oinisOf lo tlieprivi-, portei.; cil'iiiinisU’ts.werclrealed, and which 
lego o\' (^v<fid t inforin:;l ions, in case of would proM; liosv iu'Mi‘tin's power 

libel, and aext lo tlie i.nstoni oi’ tiying was to alnise. Duiing the jtcriod in which 
such causes hel'.iie* special juries. Ho ! his hon. and ioarned friend (sir A. Eig- 
Wiis sure l!n \ would not now hear the ; gott) lield tlic oHice erf’ attorney-general, 
j)roprii;y o‘ continuing tlie ex-fd > sys- he jiUd hut one iid'ormation, tliat was for 
tein dJV .ided on tl)egrotind so fee cjiicnlly ! an atrocious libel, whicdi cliaiged llie then 
advance.>.! i.i, I'ortner timers, namely, tiie adnuiii^tration with providing vessels tliat 
lieccs'i;*.' oi proceeding with as inuch dis- wue not sv'.i-wortliy, for tlie iiansjiorl of 
paicll as pos'.ihioj (,ii tiiose cast’s wiiic'l! tin- tioops on the jtoint oC i)eini> sent abroad. 
altonie\-;;i neral jtro'C euted ;— hcc£\"'^e, If ever tlie:e wa.s ti case v. Incii detnuiuied 
in piiiiU of ;act, v^rv little time was stVa**! j'lo.si cution, ' ven,sup|)usiiig the' statement 
by this mode of proceeding. 'I’iie grVul to he true, tiii‘-.w;ts tliat e t'c; hut so far 
jtiic sat SIX lioi^-. i'i the cMur-e ol ■ v.us tin- tat .niii from licme, nuc, that it 

yeai, iit c verv county, oceyt MiMiov-:! i was a ditee! uin! uncpniilied lalsdiovid, and 
and t!'.!';,' they wcie asen'ded ofieiOTi, iienc ■ hi'c'fio'n. and learm'-i I’rietid was the 
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'\LiV mcv-'S.iiv disoaichl 


v'oufi he ju'iu.d I V L.ua;’, l.clare them. 


W ilV oilOli 'tl ! il ■ 

bel-.'d. {'..I. I'l 
his i'di ! ... 
should tl.el 'f.- 


a i.nin- cr o! st ite, if li¬ 


ar.-..• oi'preferviu . 


end auo- 


more iuij ein.'-: Iv c: lied iipoii lo swoceed 

t tlie I'l i-rt otion. At ll i.- peiiod, 
ever, tie- adiiiinistraf‘'.u t-) winch his 
and 1< ai ic.-i'i fi it i.d v. .i c att n lie il w ^-nt 
if oliu'c, :.nd lie v’iij of c'c-r^e s; c* 
i (1 liy ue-illic'r at: m ncy -p^e n rai. W h;it 


I'ler loi hi- Aj;ovnsiinji.cts'iiie f.ict . was the conduct ol tliiww-.c oiih-i.i ' l)id 
i.'...s, tii.,t ui the gove-'-.meiit | he jtroci ed vciiii the pros; cudon c.l a man 

clivi !;ot cat.;-'■h; <.’,ihc;d,-i.'.ii.-e graad jiirv, w !io liad liiLU'sent I’ortii to tim vvoiid one 
bcct.'-'C liK' iar v. ,‘iiii-tK''-«-ii to lutow' i oftl.e ntoA. Ion! and n;iili;;n;mt, .slanders 
out ti'.'ir !)!ii.. hh.._’ .iw , th'-ri fere, licit j that coidd p.--sil.'ly he ptdili.-lK ih vcdlli a 

it w.ts a lucre -ii.-th.ougl. not :i more i view lo c'xciie niuliny and di'idVci lien, at 

speed", v. , ;e pul a num on i-,.-. tri.d, by j a ruoment when ail l!;c oncigic . of the 

KiCl.' - ,u' an rx-Jl'di. i;if('r:"-;t....;i, j Jhliisli foico wc'rc ahou! ti- he cullc'd into 
h\ t;dei;g tlie scii.sc of iwclvc ‘ ood and ' acli.'ai. I lc*wonid answcr no; and why f 
law'f'i; Di.jUj oa (heir oatiis. .oiv, tiicre ! hi'cauie this cil'cndcr '.vas .stiU- d to iuivo 
C /t'ldi 1;,; init one le.cca for the graml ' givv'ti oji hi.s author, and llte iipoiogy rc- 
j'l'.y ..ei,;g infii>Yil to Uno'.v out j>rc- cc‘.vi.d ior this cemduet was, liuit he had 
Jc.i".-;! l.\ g'.vt.r/uiont. it wn:; m t he- ' only publi-lud the lihcl. It was a '.'Lict, 

c.anse they v ere conupt; Imf !•(.<. e.'is;; | tlut from that fe.iy lortlt tiic author had 

jthey toon ii.;o their cc.nsi-lcrvtliini thus i never been found, and yet tin’proceccungs 
lact, tliat iLc tr'.’th could i.ct bo gl". en in | iiad been .stojiped a!togctlji»W*-.-f.\’ro was 
evidence on tho pat^ oi' the il‘lon lripf, i tm inst.incc wliich jiruvcd tiiat the power 
therefore, tlioy weie ce.itious of put- j oiigh! ite abused, and hence he eontLiided, 
tiag idm on his Iri.d, under siieh a .Msad- | that it ouglif nul to he allowed to cxist 
vantage. Ifevidem*." of the Irutlt weie id- [ any loiiger. He was willing to admit that 
lor (.;h tiicir sc;r^lJ)h>.^ vvould lie tei,j‘ -.e ' j his lum. and leartieJ fiiend, wito no'.v Jtcld 
and iliey would be a.s ready lo liud inils '■ tiie otiice of atlorney-gcnenil,'had hut in 
for public, as for private libels. J!-' ob- J ot-e inslanee dming,his public duties, e-ser- 
jccieJ l(^) the ^xi'.tericc of this rx-ficn I cised this ))^wer, and in that instance he 
autln.iity, by wdiicli the aitorney-g' neral I i;eiii.ved,*!.('Wiis influenced hy the informa- 
inight ])i(j a nu;;, to ih.e tj.peiise oi' i tii^i of t .iier.s—he alluded to the ca.se of 
cr loO/.jpiilhout bringing him to irial. | tiie King v. Sutton. 'J ltis f'cry circiim- 
Ile niiglif heeo an ex-J/idit infoi ination ! stu'H c aiferdcd him an mbmunal ground 
iianging over ihe head of an individual, { in support of his propti^h-^'; for as there 
during hi.s lil'e. Hi. had only tortile the j were now no libels ofsuch a nature as 
iaforuiation, winch he inif,ht try imiricdi- j eiil^d for the interfionce of government 
ately—deftfr to tin- iKxt year—ot never I every thing w^ (jiiiet and uunifiled, 
brin^ to an i.ssue. Ou one oec esion, ninii^e thbiigiit this o])portunily for re¬ 
years ago, tweniy-ilve rx-Mcu) inforina-J vising this most iylportant chajiter of the 
lions were fiieil, not one offwhich was yelf law. fffWeplying on the part of 

brought to trial* f ^ the Crowrt^ippearea to him to*be another 
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abuse, wliicli might with propriety be al- 
tefctl, as a rtmUiUil of barbarous jurispru¬ 
dence. 

\N itli respect to the third point in the 
measure he hliuuld jr opose to iiitrotluce, 
he concfivt'it it suflieient to statj, that in 
al! ca^ch of iiisol proscciittd hj inionnaiion 
CJ.-(Jhcto, llie C'lown never nent to trial 
without a special jur>. Aii other crimes 
and misileineiinojs, h li ny, aiul even the 
highest Clone hionvii to the law, Itigh 
treason, \'ere alna\. tried before a co!!!- 
inenju!)’. lie saw iie rea-'On i’or eivmg 
to the t rown, in tiic inaia?ice oi' Idle!, .! 
’ right of SI lecti'jii winch *i^ did UiU p.'.s>ei-s 
ill an\ other eaoe. it appeared to him, 
there:.,re, tiiat i!\,'.oni) .irgiinii in winJi 
couhi be u..ed on llie otlu'i .la-^wo-- one 



fouoib'd on the aveisioe- to imiov.i!. 
all (.11 liiw leg.d nislitntioii'(.1 th. .iin.t. v 
I'!\eeiJi nr, imwtver, a- ilie ; s'liu w... 
the lapM of lime had iiiii ediit'.'il nh .oi>Iii,ii 
vviiieh it wonld lie nn«re h, mda'ial loyi.'. i 
inteiesi.s t,' convert imo hi e.nt.i >. (hfXto 
V(''gaiil.i- p.o O' ol lit. p. ! ii eiioii. L non 
al! thete ij.o.i nU, nfiei a,■.oh gi/ing I'm liie | 
leog'ii eftiiiic \ e. h he .'nnl ocenpied ilie 
attcniio’, o! ti , j;- Oi. me imn. ami 

learned pint). .n hi; ; h ■ e to niovi , 

'1 lf.it ii ave he j,ivee. v ih: a g in a bill h i 
sccurhig and exlem'onp, thi i^iberty of :l!e 
rrc.-3s.‘' 

Sir /i'secoinleJ tl’c mo¬ 
tion. 

’I’he Al' .'ll,Of (Icncitil ‘-aid, that he liad 
listened w ilh ail the attention v.hich w 
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.ainl learnoil friend had distingnished him¬ 
self from tliose who, in nhreiec to this 
(juestion, maintained ihut liie jiresent 
times were worse than the times of our 
anccfltors. The atturncv-gnnerii said, he 
eon-idered that the p'<vver or*liliiig these 
inlormatlons vvai. a power exlrttnely use- 
I'ui, if not tsseiitiul to the salt ly of the 
.slate in trunhleunme tiine.s. !l o'.tght to 
lie lodev d Mimew litre, and vvlietlu r where 
i It Was m.'.r placed, or in flit' Ininds ot 
I .soiii'' o’'n r (.li.ecr et t!.; tiiii.vn.^iiade 
i init III'!,-dili'lence in tiie [irt-i-iit ques- 
ivtii' Ii was . too, that it vvas 

[ a ^ii'ver, oi’wl.nli the instanees were ad- 
' n; lied lo li.- nw ill whieh it liad been 
: .aimed. It w is m i ihe bitsiiuss of the 
, ptiii.nv-' en.’ial In haiit i.iiL lihils; the 
' ' ■ (juar- 


tame liiin) a .-inety < 
ui ind ii hi h.id in-lit it,;' hnr one pro- 
M I'minn. it u.i.not I’roni t!.- .ibstace of 
mnneron- aujiliealions. b no ;,,ii lie iiad 
iiihd. ilm on ce hut a slio.g.Jia.i h.e had 
d ,it ih.> con.'.dtaiiuii.of l.is ]ire(le- 


cessors for ii.irty tears a n.im th. en lit 
I Inid lea •IK,d tlnit u wJ'- m.;:e advisable to 
ivi. '.l tl'.i’i !■> nui’.li^ i’“ ..o.<vei Spoils. The 
’.■ni,le c !-c of'tin; Min;, agiim.-t SttUon, 

' v. heie iic had pvoeeede.l by inforiniition, 

I wa. oiie of a most :1 igcant nr.lnrc—an at- 
' teaipt to imhiine an insiirgenl popul.tcc tc- 
i a coiitinnance of their disort!er.s. Jt was 
in'■ isi.s of tin';-, kind, and when it might 
1 not he so prudent to4> ave the peace ol a 
i disliiet lo the deed-ion of grand juric.s 

_ . . , Minonnded by a tumuituary iiuillitudc, 

due to the importaiue oi the 'iibjeel, a.;.I ' that the pioeee hng by ii^loiination scem- 
to his him. ami It.iriicd f.Jleiids m. inner ol | td peculiarly oxpedicnr. lie could easily 
treating it. lie had no incfnaiion :o re- I conceive thul it might be proper to coin- 
si.st the ii'*'.vili.iciion of on\ ine.isine pro- , ini-nee two dozi’u oi pre.-eciilions on an 
fessim: sueh an ohjeet, Iniwivcr sireiigiv ; einm-gency, and bcsunfied with one ctrn- 
hc migii! f.,' 1 it Ills duty, wiien it .slim'ild ’ lietion, after tin.'ic.^toration of tiymipuliity 
be beUire live House, to oppose in idl : had made it desiiable lo bury ad past o(- 
their parts the alieriuions rcconmieiuled • ii-'uccs in oblivion, .ktlvertingtlien, tothc 
by bis hon. and learned friend. He I'elt'j last topic of his hon. and learned fripnd’s 
it a duty lie owed to the eotabh.-jhcd .sys- i speech—the employment of special juries 
tein of legal administration lo prtn'est ■ on trials of libel pro.secuted by the Crown 
against changes ofsuc*!! a nalAi’i* and cx- j —it ought nt.t to ho fingolton that the 
tent, without any [iioot that ti*iey were j subjJict had, both in civil and*criminal 
called for cither by necessity' or eonve- i cases, the optitjii of a special jury, ibis 


, _ by _ ^ 

mence. Wih regard to the justdica^ioii 
by trntli, hc^hould reserve himself for u 
future occasieSj^n that branch of the dis¬ 
cussion ; and conidiu him.se!f for the pre¬ 
sent witii rcmindingliis hon. and learned 
friend, that no ofHebl information 
issued ft0111 tfie'attomev-pciierariif olli^l 
in cases of private p^seeution. Upon^ 
the general s’abjeci ofj^iese infojwnations 


ptimi 

appeared to ha^c been allowed.because it 
was tlunight hard iliat in a eimplicatcd 
ca&e, or one which rested on a construc¬ 
tion of motives, the defendant should be 
denied *the privilege of having his case 
submitted to intelligent as well upright 
men. Nothing could be more unfounded 
‘than the jealousy of special juries, nor 
jnorc absurd t\an the calumny that they 


he was ha^py to oyEerve,'‘*&^t hi ^ 


his hou. \wcre packcd.l A common jury was se- 


’1 
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lectcd from the constable’s return. When 
a special jury was to be struck, the sheriff, 
or his deputy, attended the master of the 
crown-office, with an agent for each party. 
The book Vas then opened and forty-eight 
selected, from whom each party struck 
twelve, so that it was impossible for any 
man to say which twelve out of the re¬ 
maining twenty-four would form the jury 
on the ti'iul. With these explanations he 
should not oppose the present motion, but 
content himself with observing, that the 
proposed measure appeared to liira to be 
a dangerous interference in the existing^ 
system of administering this branch of t! 
criminal law. 

The Solicitor General begged to be al 
lowed to take this opportunity of enterii:ig 
his protest against the alterations in the 
law proposed by his hoii. and learned 
friend, whose motion was before the 
House. As to the proposal of allowing 
the truth of a libel to be given in evidence, 
he thought it wpuld prove destructive of 
social comfort. It would allow a man, 
who had committed a wrong, by publish¬ 
ing what he»hatr ho right to publish, if 
called to account for this, to his ac¬ 
cuser on his defence. There was no man 
who might have been guilty of any impru¬ 
dence in the course of his life, of which 
he might have well repented—who might 
have by his future conduct retrieved his 
character—and who might be enjoying 
liappiness in the bosom of his family, who 
might not have his deservedly re-estab¬ 
lished character fiestroyed, and his for¬ 
tune ruined by any malicious person in a 
oamphlct or newspaper, bringing up this 
circumstance forgotten and repented 
of. When such a libeller was brought to 
trial, he had only to prftve the truth of the 
libel, according to the proposed alteration, 
and then he would ^ome off victorious. 
And this libeller migl^t, day after day, or 
yeai- after year, repeat the publication of 
the libel, and when called to account, get 
off by proving the truth of it. Would not 
such a cifee sholv the impolicy, the m- 
justicc, of such an alteratioiv >0 the law ? 
As to thcij^wer of the atfomey-{»eneral 
to file a criMnal information for libel, it 
was a power indispensable to the due dis¬ 
charge of his duties, and which had not 
been proved to have been,in anjf case 
abdsca. W 4 I 1 respect to special juries, if 
there iras any one case in which, more 
than in any other, it was desirable to refer 
K them, that case^ was a ({ase of libdl. 
tucli better was it that 1 , should be 


judged by a jury of enlightened men, 
than by one composed of tlie lower and 
more ignorant orders of society. Unless 
he was extraordinarily mistaken, the more 
the House considered this subject, the 
less likely it was that they would adopt 
the bill moved for by his hon. and learned 
friend, to the introduction of which, how¬ 
ever, it was not his intention to object. 

Mr. Marnjat admitted that the question 
was one of much importance, and em¬ 
braced a wide field of discussion. Among 
other subjects in a manner connected 
with it, was one npt hitherto adverted to, 
namely, the way an which the characters 
of most respectable individuals who, be¬ 
ing absent, or not belonging to the House, 
had no ofrptJfTunity of defending them- 
jselves, were attacked by hon. members, 
mode of attack was in some cases 
ith unfair and unmanly. ‘ A case of this 
had occurred within his recollection, 
the character of an absent indivi- 
dualNiad been assailed in a manner which 
threatened not only his property,^ but his 
life: by the speech of an hon. gentleman, 
the person to whom he alluded had been 
exposed to the blind resentment of a mis¬ 
guided mob [Hear! fi’om Mr. Brqug- 
liamj. The member who had made the 
injurious observations afterwards refused 
either to retract or explain them. Under 
such circumstances, no means of redress 
were left to the suffering party but to ap¬ 
peal to a tribunal of tlic last resort; and 
when the member was invited to it, his 
answer was, that he would meet the per¬ 
son whose rcsentihent he had provoked, 
with the S[)eaker for his second, and the 
Sergeant at arms for his older 

[Hear, hear !]. If some remedy for this 
grievance could be inserted in the bill of 
the hon. and learned gentleman, a point of 
some importance would be gained. 

' Mr. Brougham begged to be permitted 
to say a few words in consequenfce of the 
most unprecedented.and unprovoked at¬ 
tack which Ife conceived had just been 
made upod him ; an attack which had as 
little to do with the subject of debate as 
the remarks of the hon. gentleman, which 
could have no possible concy'n-with the 
measure under considera^i*'*. He well 
recollected the circui^stance to which 
rcfer^ce had been rnape, though it would 
hayjrocen much bett^ if the hon. gentle- 
bad been contested \tith plain terms. 
Intend of rcsorting/o a metaphor couched 
languagj^o rctnikl and doiicate, that 
!he HousewJmTd wihmgly dispense wUU 
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its repetition. With regard to the fiict, it 
was necessary to remiftd the House of 
some circumstances unconnected with the 
question before it [Cries of question]. 
He had a right to be heard in reply to the 
charge of the hon. gentleman, who had 
not been interrupted while making one of 
the most irrelevant and disorderly speeches 
ever heard within the walls of parliament, 
in the coi^rse of an inquiry four years ago, 
in a committee of the tvhole House, a wit- 
ness had been called to the bar and exa¬ 
mined, upon whose testimony he (Mr. 11.) 
had made such remarks |is a*ppcarcd neces¬ 
sary: in doing so he bad consulted no 
man—least of all the witness himself, and 
still less than least of all—jf such a degree 
of comparison could be allowed-^thc hon. 
gentleman who had now chosen to inter¬ 
pose. The opinion which he had delivered 
was strong andT pointed against the con 
duct of the witness; that opinion he rvas 
now ready to repeat, if necessary; an^ie 

3 ;as not to be deterred, either by themon- 
uct of the hon. gentleman’s friend out of 
doors, or by the still less regular proceed¬ 
ing of the hon. gentleman within doors. 
He had spoken at that time sitting as a 
jud^e upon the conduct of the witness; 
but soon afterwards heVeceived a letter 
from that witness, inclosing a copy of his 
(Mr. llrougham’s) speech, printed in one 
of the newspapers, and requesting him to 
state if it were accurately reported. In 
declining to give an answer to such a de* 
raand, he was persuaded he had only acted 
as every other member wjauld have done; 
for he was yet to learn, tnat the privileges 
of parliament were so completely at an 
end, tl**'; ■ feftcr having retired from the 
business of the session, and after having 
discharged important public duties, a 
member of the House of Commons was to 
be compelled tj> become a corrector, for¬ 
sooth, of the newspaper reports of debates. 
Where was the boasted freedom of discus¬ 
sion, if members wer^ bound to answer 
such interrogatories ! As the Mesirc, how¬ 
ever, was conveyed in civil term’s, the re¬ 
fusal to comply with it ivas also civil, {lut 
short. Kc^ the close of the session he 
had, howevA received a letter from the 
same witnesspy^eij different from the 


former, containing' 
fijonded aspersions 
a member of parliai 
deep an inroad* idto 
of members as could b 
tials at any period wbj 
pa^amsfitVere at tl ' 


e most foul and un* 
on the character of 
int, and making ^s 
I invaluable'rights’ 
found on the jour- 
‘ the nrmiteges of 
lowel!®. This 


i letter repeated the former demand, accom¬ 
panied by a threat, and the reply to it was 
a repeated refusal, with the addition of a 
piece of advice for the government of tlie 
writer of the threat; recommending him 
to take .care how he'proceeded further in 
the line of conduct he was pursuing, since 
if lie persisted he might find it somewhttf 
inconvenient to himself. He hgard no 
further upon the subject until three weeks 
afterwards, when he was two * hundred 
miles from London, on professional busi¬ 
ness: the witness took that opportunity 
8f publishing the correspondence, but, 
tb->ugh strongly advised by his friends to 
I'/ing the gentleman to tlie bar of the 
yiouse, he had not thought it right to pro- 
, sceed to thatf extremity: he now regretted 
jfhis forbearance, partly on account of cir¬ 
cumstances that hud since happened, ai>d 
partly on account of the most judicious 
conduct of the hon. gentleman, who on 
this night stood forward as* the friend of 
the witness. He had bccni'nduced not to 
call the witness to tl^e bar by several cir¬ 
cumstances, and mainliy by one which the 
publisher of tlie letters nad Duly consi¬ 
dered. nam'ily, that the session was withhi 
three or four days of its termination, and 
the imprisonment which the House could 
inflict would, therefore, only be of very 
short duration. The hon. gentleman bait 
thrown out a hint which was easily under¬ 
stood—that, instead of resorting to the 
House, ho (Mr. B.) ought to have given 
another kind of answer the invitation 
sent [Mr. Marryat shook his head]. It 
was vain for the hon. gentieman to shake 
Ilia head: not a man in the House could 
mistake what was meant; ani\, should he 
select Iris, elegant ^ibraseology from all 
quaitcrs of the town, it would be impos¬ 
sible for the hon. member to convince the 
House that he intended to convey any 
other meaning. If ever he was prevailed 
upon to give such a reply as that alluded 
to, it would be after considering well his 
own pnd the feelings of tfiq individual who 
supposed himself injured; but tnere was 
one species of xjerson who nev^ should 
possess tlie smaQcst influence o^^his con¬ 
duct tu ilris respect, because the least 
vrorUiy of such an answer—-a man who 
took upQn himself the part of an iuterferer 
for the sake of* renewing and promoting 
personal altercation [Loud chchrs]. 

, Mr. Martyat denied that he had said 
that the hon. eentleman ought to have 
'iven the pers]mal satisfaction required; 
>)ut after it been publicly and un- 
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f’oundeilly asscrU'd in tl r tliat uii 

individual, wIjo cinplincd i“ Ins inanuihc- 
tories 2,000 \v,)!l,«up, li.nl sliiteJ llul 
bread an<Vwater was f'jnd t>ttod enocii'!i fin- 
the lower clu.^scs, it ,M <Hi!it Irivo bten i)ul 
fair for the jne'iibi i- olio Ji.nl riuule tiiar 
assertion 1o e.vpl.iin or retiMct, it. 'l'hi.s 
was all lie Ii:nl inten'h’d to state; and 
lookiiif;:.at fit.' sort of )ii-en?L' wliieh some 
gentlemen allowed llieinsi'Ives, he inii't 
say that'llic tine line to he ohserved in 
debate, wlieie the diarailer-> oi iinilvi- 
duals were involved, was “ ne quid fd- i d^- 
cerc audeat, ne quid veri non ande.’.t.’’| 

Mr. Iirou"ll*i!n added, that hen as nl/it 
the only person who had iiii'>nnderstOi\l 
the hon. inemher who liad unjustly a 
cused him of refusing to givi' any expl.i 
nation as to the correctness or ineorrecl- 
ness of his speech. 

The Chani rUoy of liip Kvi hcqur-r s;>eUi; 
to order, and saiii lli.u sneli ili; cns<: 
being uneonnccted witli llie quest ioo t> '- 
fore'the Hons6, were imieli belter discon¬ 
tinued. • 

The qu^tioii itpryn the original motion 
being piit,"^ 

Mr. liroughaiv said, that hfc sho jid re¬ 
serve his remarks upon the ohjei-lions 
urged to his proposition until a tuf.ire 
stage when the bill should be befn-e tlie 
House. With regard to wliat had just 
transpired, he wished to su'\!oiii, liiat he 
bad on a former occasion given an exjila- 
nation of the charge he had made against 
the witness who*; cause was advocated by 
the honourablo member; he bad then 
stated, that a part of the sjioecli, re- 
'ported in the newspapers, vvas correct, 
while another part was erroneous. 

Leave vvas then given to bring in the 
bill. 
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Copy op Mii. Bftouoii\ m’s IIii.t, o:>i! 
SKcvRivo TJit'. LinP.a'ry ol tue Par 
On the ;Ust May, Mr. Brougb'im bnnig'it 
in the 15ill, of which the following is a 
copy: • • • 

A Bun, for securing' tly; Liberty or 
TiiEl^tKs.s, tind preventing the Abuse 
therew. 

For the more effeclually securing the 
liberty of the press, whicli bath iiocn tho 
chief safegjuard of the couStitution of these 
realms, and ft>r the hotter preventing of 
abides in exercising the said liberty, ami 
in using the privilege of public discussion ‘ 
which of undoubted right felongeth to 
eufa|ect; f 


He it enacted by the King’s most excel¬ 
lent nujosty, by Inid with the advice and 
con^cnl of the Lords spiritual and tenpe- 
val, and dommons, i.i this presmit parlia¬ 
ment assembled, and by the authority of 
til ' ,s,inic, 'i'liat from fi’id after the 
fl-iv of in tlie yem- one thonsand 

eight lull'd; f\l and sixteen, it shall not be 
i.>v\li.l for Ills majesty’s altoiney or soli¬ 
cit or-geiii'ral, or any other per.soii or per¬ 
sons wlialcver, to exhibit or fih* any cii- 
liiinal iiiform itiori i.i liis majesty's court of 
king’s-bcnehj^ag.iicst tho maker or puii- 
lisher of any libeV or against the speaker 
of any si uitious tir def-imatory words, un¬ 
less the saiil eenrt sliail fu-st have given 
leave to exhibit or lib; sucii informution, 
upon ajiplieation being made for tliat pur¬ 
pose in open conit, according to the pro- 
isions of an act, ina le i'i,tlio Itli and ,'>tb 
ar of the reiuo ol’ king Vv'iiliam and 
on Mary, intituls d “ An Act to pre- 
veis^ maliciou' iidb'-rnations in the court 
of R.ing's-be”iC-h and lor the more cacy 
rcvorsiii of onliaw rlrs in the saiuy eourt.” 

And be it fuitlicr enacted, by tlie au¬ 
thority aloresaid. that from and after the 
' day and tear afoiesaid, at the trial of any 
! indictment or |iiform.ui(jn agaiiistf. the 
ill dicr or publisher of any hbc;!, or against 
the person uttering anj' seditious w orris, or 
against tlie ^lerson uttering any defama 
lory words, of ami concerning any person 
, nr person®, it shall not bo lawful for liis 
I i-i'ijeslv’s attorney-gcui ral or otiicr coim- 
, SI 1 acting on behalf of bis majesty, or for 
I liie party prosecTiting in the King’s name, 
in- his cmitisel, to be lieard in reply, after 
, the defendant or defendants, or bis or 
i liioir counsel, shall have befn’lw^rd, un- 
' Icns the said defcnckirit or defendants shall 
j liavij produced witnesses, or othorwise 
j given evidence in his or their defence; 

■ finy law, custom, or usage to tlie contrary 
: lisreoi' in anywise not'vithstanding. • 

I And bo it further enacted, by the au- 
j fl: n-ity aforesaid, that from and after the 
j -hy and year aforesaid, in all cases wberc- 
i in issue shall be joined between the King 
i anil the itefendant or defendants, in any 
indictment or information making or 
publishing any libel, or fo^utteriog any 
seditious or defamatorjyilt’^ls, in case the 
same shall come on ^ be tried before any 
juices of assize <r Nisi Prius, any 
unty of KiiglahdAr before the' justices 
any county p^tinc* or by the great 
sessions of Walesjahe same panel sliall be 
annexeTlNim^turibd by the sjieriff to the 
jury proceETw the^heriff returnt 
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the other issues joined at those assizes or and upon proving to the satisfaction of the 
sessions, and the said issue shall be tried court before whom the said issue or issues 
by a jury taken from such panel; but in shall be tried, that such notice has been 
case the same shall come on to be tried at given, it shall be lawful for such defend- 
the bar of the court of King’s-bench, then, ant to give evidence of tlie trutlf of such 
that the sheriflF of the county or place out matters ,as aforesaid ! Provided always, 
of which the jury is directed to come, shall that his majesty’s attorney-general, or 
return such persons only as are qualified other counsel acting on behalf of his ma- 
to serve, and for the time being do seve- josty, or the party prosecuting the said in- 
ralty and actually serve upon qommun dictment or information in the nhme of 
juries for such county or place: Provided the King, diall bo at liberty to give evi- 
always, that any party or parties moving deuce of the f:d«ehooil of the said nvptters 
the court, out of which the record comes, both before tlic said defendant shall open 
for leave to have the issue tried by a spe- Ws case, if he or they shall think proper, 

* cial jury, the said court ‘shall have porver and also by way of reply to the evidence 
and autliority to order and direct the same of the defendant, if he shall offer any evi- 
to be tried by a special jury, upon the deuce of the truth of the said matters; 
t:onsent of the other party or parties, sig- Provided likewise, that the jury who shall 
nified either by counsel in open court, or ,u'y tlie said issue or issues, shall be at 
by the signatures of such parties, their /liberty to find a general verdict of guilty 
counsel or agents. / or not guilty upon the whole evidence. 

And be it further enacted, by the an/ and shall not be required to find n verdict 
tliority aforesaid, that from and after t/e of not guilty, by reason thi’i the truth of 
day of ill the j^ear the said matters may have hfen proved to 

oTJc thousand eight hundred and sixteen, their satisfaction, or. to find a verdict of 
if any pAson or persons shall maliciously guilty, by reason thlit the said matters 
speak of and concerning any other person shall not have been proved to hf true, or 
or persons, any defamatory word or words, shall have been proved to be false : Pro- 
injurious to the reputation of such person vided likewise, that the court before whom 
or ptrsons, the person or Y>ersons so speak- such issue or issues shall bo tried, may 
jng the same shall be deemed and taken give such directions as it shall think fit to 
to have been guilty of a misdemeanor, and tlie jury who are to try the said issue or 
may be prosecuted for the same by indict- issues, upon the import or nature of the 
ment or information, and upon conviction evidence given, as w'cll for the prosecu- 
may be punished for the same by fine and tiun as for the defendant, touching the 
imprisonment, at the discretion of the truth or falsehood of the said matters, 
court before whom he she or they may be Provided always, andP be it further 
tried. I enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 

And be it further enacted, by the au- nothing herein contained shall be taken 
thority |foresaid, that in ail cases of pro- or construed to prevent the jury before, 
secuiion by indictment or information, whom the said issue or issues may be 
against the maker or publisher of any tried, froiA finding'll special verdict, if 
libel, or agaiust the person uttering any they shall think fit, upon the whole cir- 
seditious words, or against the person cumstances of tlic case, in like manner as 
utt^ing any defamatory words of and con- they might have done^if this act had not 
ceming any other person or persons, in been made. 

?vhich cases issue shall be joined between Provided always, and it is hereby further 
the King and the' defendant, *t shall and enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that in 
may be lawful for the defendant to give a all prosecutions by indictnlfent or kiforma- 
notice to his majesty’s attorney-general, tion against thamaker or publisher of any 
or other coimsel acting on behalf of 4iis libel, or agdinsP the person utt^ng any 
majesty, orlto the party prosecuting in seditious words, or against tiie person 
tlie King’s'n#^ or his attorney or agent, uttering any defamatory words, of and 
fre^laju before the day upon concerning any other person or persons, 
«bich the trial of tn^aid issue or issues in whiclf the defendant shall have given 
is to. come on, .tW ».e means to give ;«vi* notice to the prosecutor, that Im meant to 
dence of the truth of t^.e matters contained give evidence of the truth of the matt.erf 
in the said Ubel, or the matters ex-‘\tontBined in such libel, or expressed by 
pressed the said sedSMOus words, or by sucd> seditious jsr defamatory words, and 
the said defiunatory v^rds. tut^c^oreupon >8hall offer ao such evidence at the trial of 

XXXIV. Y { I 
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the «ai<l indictment or information ; and if 
the said defendant shall be found guilty 
by the verdict, it shall and may be lawful 
for the court before whom the said defen* 
dant is brought to receive sentence, to 
take into their consideration the notice 
60 given as aforesaid by the defendant, 
and that no evidence of the truth was 
offered by him. 

Provided always, and it is hereby fur¬ 
ther enacted, by the authority aforesaid, 
that jn all prosecutions by indictment or 
information against the maker or publisher 
of any libel, or against the person speaking 
any seditious words, or against the person 
speaking any defamatory words, of and 
concerning any other person or persons, 
in which prosecutions the defendant shall 
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to sue for and recover damages for thg 
uttering and speaking those words, pro* 
vided the same are in any way injurious 
to the character and reputation of the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs, and notwithstanding 
the same words may not impute to him or 
them any indictable offence: provided 
always, that the court before whom such 
action is tried, shall be at liberty to direct 
the jury upon the import of the said words, 
if they shall think fit. 

And be it further enacted, by the au¬ 
thority aforesaid, that from and afler the 
•day of in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, if any action or suit shall be 
brought against the maker or publisher of 
any libel, or against the person uttering 


have given evidence touching the truth ofi defamatory words, of and concerning any 
the matters contained in the said libel, orv person or persons, it shall not be lawful 
expressed by the said seditious or defa- \for the defendant to plead in justification 
tnatory words, if the said defendant shall \hat the matters contained in the said 


notwithstanding be found guilty by the 
verdict, it sbjill be lawful for the court 
before whom he shall be brought to re¬ 
ceive sentence, to tkke into thefr conside¬ 
ration tl)p evidence given by the said 
defendant touching the truth of the said 
matters; and if tl^y shall think fit to give 
such sentence as they might and would 
have given if no such evidence had been 
ofiered, and if they shall think fit to order 
and require that the defendant shall suffer 
fl greater punishment, b}' reason of the 
evidence which he has given touching the 
truth of the said matters. 

And be it furllier enacted, by the autho¬ 
rity^ aforesaid, that in all prosecutions 
k^ainst the maker or publisher of any 
iibd, by indictment or information, in 
which issu4 shall be joined between the 
King and the defendant, it shdl and may 
be lawful for the said defendant to give in 
evidence tbiE^ the said libel was made or 
published without fiis privity consent or 
knowledge; provided* always, that the 
jury before whom the said issue shall be 
tried, shall be at liberty, to find a general 
verdict ‘of guKty, notwithstanding *such 
evidence; provided likewise, that the 
said jui^hall be at liberty to find a spe¬ 
cial verottt upon the whole naatters in 
evidence before them, in like manner as 
if this act had not passed. 

A nd be it further enacted, by* the au- 
mority efiyesaid, that from and after the 

passing or this act, it shall and may be ,-— j __ _ 

lawful for the plaintiff or plaintifi, in an/#silence they had ii^mitted that they would 
action brought for defamatory words,* do nothing in ci^sequence of the mere 
(Spoken of and conoerninl him or them suggestidlM» the WeBmble;«and he was 


, m 

Il^el, or expressed by the said defamatory 
w^s, were true, but it shall be lawful 
for the said defendant to plead the genetel 
issue, and to give notice • days 
before the trial of the same to the plain¬ 
tiff, that he means to give the truth of tlie 
said matters in evidence, and thereupon, 
and upon proving that such notied was 
duly served upon the plaintiff^ his attor¬ 
ney or agent, it shall be lawful for the 
said defendant to give evidence under the 
general issue, of the truth of tlie said mat¬ 
ters, which evidence shall be taken into 
consideration by the court and jury before 
whom the cause shall be tried : provided 
always, that nciitwithstanding the truth of 
the said matters shall be proved to the 
satisfaction of the said court and^ury, it 
shall still be law'ful for the said court to 
direct the jury to find a verdict for the 
plaintiff', with such damages as they shall 
think proper, and for the said jury to find 
such verdict, if they shall think fit. ^ 

S 

Bank Restriction Bill.] The 
Chancellor tof the IBxchequer moved the 
order o^ the day fur taking into further 
consideration the report of the committee 
oif the Bank Restriction bilL 

Lord Folkestone said, he flit it hia duty 
to oppose the measure in kypresent form, 
and contended that ^rllrose was required 
to compel the direexors of the Bank lo 
n^e preparations lo resume cash'^ay- 
ments at the end of twa years- By tiimr 
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convinced that the desirable object of a 
cold currency would i)ot be attained. 
What he particularly wished to remind 
the House of was, that by this restrictive j 
measure the House was making the direc* ^ 
tors of the Bank of England its masters, 
and that the country was perfectly at 
their discretion, if parliament suffered 
them to have the power of refusing to 
give specie for their own paper. The 
public, he' maintained, could be consi¬ 
dered as neither more nor less than en¬ 
slaved by the Bank, if such a power was 
allowed. It was but about ten days ago 
* that he had observed iif the London Ga¬ 
zette a notice that the 'Bank would, he 
believed in October, call in the 5s. 6d. 
bank tokens, and that n^w tokens would 
be issued, paying, however, not less than 
eight at a time. Such was the notice of 
the directors, but what did it amount to 
~-a direct order and command that any 
person receiving money at the Bank 
abould be obliged to take at least eight 
oT these tokens. He begged the House 
to consider what an extensive power was 
thus granted to the Bank; for if at one 
period the directors were allowed to issue 
not less than eight at a time, it would 
sooif amount to 80, 800» 8,000, or what 
number they should choose to name. He 
did not rest these opinions merely upon 
himself; they were also those of many 
hon. gentlemen better acquainted' with 
the subject than himself; and he consi¬ 
dered that he should be wanting jii his 
duty both to the House and to the coun¬ 
try, if he did not move way of amend¬ 
ment, That the report of the bill be taken 
into fuftber consideration this day six ^ 
months. 

Mr. Grenfell thought that the House 
bad had ample and abundant proof of the 
profligacy of the measure about to be 
adonted by parliament; and conceived.! 
that it would be a dereliction of his duty 
if he did not strenuously resist a system 
which, in every light, app^red to him 
most unjustifiable and inoecenti and ap¬ 
plying, as he did, his observations to the 
system, he did not hesitate to say, that 
that system (upon which the Bank con¬ 
ducted thema^es to the public, was that 
of a usurious i^nevlender, who had been 
lucky enough to g^into his clutches one 
who cared not how or in what manner his 
life or his fortune were spent or {iquan- 
dered away. As long'.as ne had the ho¬ 
nour of a seat in the House, and God gave 
him health), he wouM ente;:. lot protest 
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against a measure which he should always 
consider as one which took the money out 
of the pockets of those who could but ill 
afford it, and enriched those who had al¬ 
ready amassed too great a wealdi by usu¬ 
rious means. • 

Mr. Baring wished to make a few ob¬ 
servations on what bad fallen from the 
noble lord before the question was put. 
It had been said that the Bank would be 
bound to comply with any nneasure par¬ 
liament might judge most proper*to adopt. 
He could not deny but that the directors 
were compelled so to comply, .but the 
court would not be called upon to state 
what particular construction the Bank 
might put upon any precise expression 
which might have been used; this, again, 
wds construed into a reluctance to give 
> proper information, and a design to con¬ 
ceal some hidden secret; but, however 
anxious the directors might be, under dif¬ 
ferent circumstances, to give this infor¬ 
mation to the House, it must be confessed 
that the manner in which it Vas sought did 
not give much enceuragement to those 
by whom it was possessed to^divulge it. 
He was perfectly ready to adlnit, as an 
individual,’that at the end of the two 
years the Bank ought to be considered as 
in some measure bound to restore cash 
payments; but the noble lord had asserted 
that there was no notoriety which proved 
the necessity of this restrictive measure. 
It seemed to have been quite forgotten 
by his noble friend, that during the last 
war there was no possiliility of any mass 
of gold being collected into the country, 
on account of the state of exchanges, and 
that until the change which had taken 
place little more than a month, the gold 
had been -daily going out of the country. 
It was impossible that that gold could be 
brought back, although the exchange had 
taken a favourable tuAi, either in a day or 
a month; but a mudh longer period was 
requisite; and it was the opinion of all 
those who were the most conversanf in 
this •question, that two years was not too 
long a time to allow, before the Bank 
could safely return to cash payiwnts. If 
the amendment of the noble wrd were 
agreed to, what would be the consequence? 
Nothing less than the complete stagnation 
of trade. The taxes could not be re¬ 
ceived, and the*great wheel, on which the 
prosperity of the country depended, would 
*be completely checked ana clogged upi[ 
This reasonimg followed naturalTy from 
the very arguments of the noble 
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when he asseHed, that any reduction in 
the. circulation of the Bank of England 
notes would be attended with the greatest j 
calamities to the country. Would not a 
reductionin the circulation, then, so much 
to be dreaded, be the very consequence 
of the motion of the noble lord, if agreed 
toi He felt perfectly confident that no 
lion, member would vote for the restric¬ 
tion on. account of any interest the Bank 
of England could have in the question; 
and he could assure the House that the 
very nrst moment that it might be thought 
fit and proper to return to cash payment^ 
the Bank would be most ready to comply 
with the order of parliament. 

Mr. Hummcrsletf opposed the amend¬ 
ment. lie conceived that it would be an 
impossibility for the Bank to* return n6w 
to cash payments without involving the 
country in new troubles and diflicultics. 

The question was then put on the 
amendment, and negatived without a divi- 
eion. * 

Hfr. //or«c/observcd, that as it appear¬ 
ed from the observations of his hon. friend 
(Mr. Bari^), that tiie bill was understood 
to imply ifiereiy, that the Bank should re¬ 
sume payments in cash at the lend of two 
years, Jie thought it proper to propose a 
clause, providing that the directors of the 
Bank should take measures immediately, 
in order that cash payments might be re¬ 
sumed, at as early a period utter the pas¬ 
sing of that act, as appeared to them to 
be expedient. 

The ChanceUtw of the Exchequer re¬ 
marked, that the motion of the hon. and 
karned gentleman was similar to that 
which be bad made before, and that on 
the present occasion he had urged no ad- i 
ditional arguments in ifs favour.- Besides, 
it was merely declaratory of the preamble 
of the bill, and was tliereibre unneces¬ 
sary. • 

The House divided on the clause, when 


there appeared. 

For the clause. 32 

AgajnsC it.4.... 


^ Majority. 

Liit of the Mimirity. 
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Atherley, A. 
Barham, Joseph 
Burdett, sir f^rancis 
OouglOi^ hon. V. S. 
Diincarmon, lord 
I'olkestouc, lord 
Foibes, Ju, 


Oaskcll, B. ^ 
Gimljjn, Robt* 
Grant, J. P. 

Knox, Thos, 

I. <mib, hon, W, 

J. anib^u, J. G, 
l/ytticton, bon. W. 


Mackintosh, sir J. 
Milton, lord , 
Monck, sir C. 
Morland, S. B. 
Marryat, Joseph 
Moore, Pcler 
North, Dudlf-y 
Nugent, lord 
Palmer, G. 

Philips, George 
Ponsonby, rt. hou. G 
The report was tl 


Preston, R. 
Ilanclide, lord 
Ridley, sir M. W. 
Sliiwp, R. 

Smyth, J. IL 
Tierney, rt. hon. G, 
Wharton, John 
Wynn, C. W. 

Tei.lers. 
Grenfell, I’ascoc 
Horner, Franeis 
n agreed to. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

• 

Thnr^laq, May 9. 

Heli.eston 'Election Bill.] Earl 
Stanhope said, that it was impossible to 
endure this any longer in the extent to 
which it had been carried. Here was a 
bill on the subject of the elections for the 
borough of Helleston, which had been or¬ 
dered to be printed ; and now, on looking 
at the printed bill, he found that they had 
made perfect nonsense of it. The bill 
enacted, that certain freeholders as men¬ 
tioned in the hill, should vote by ballot, 
and then uRcrwards the printed bill enacted 
that the right of voting should be in the 
freeholders and inhabitants householders 
aforesaid, there leaving been no afortfsaid 
inhabitants householders. lie had looked 
at the original to see whether it contained 
any of this nqpsense, and found that there 
were no such words as inhabitants house¬ 
holders. Then the name of a parish men¬ 
tioned in the bill was in the original spelt 
with an e and sometimes with an i, and the 
printer had take4 care wherever it was e 
in the copy to print with an t, and wher¬ 
ever it was i in the copy to print v^'th an e. 
The print and tlie original did not agree, 
and he moved that the bill be printed, such 
former printing' being considered no prin¬ 
ting at all—Ordered accordingly. 
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Thursd(iy, May 9. 

Leatijer Tax]. Lord Atihorp, in 
rising to bubmit a motion to the House for 
a rapeal of the duties afiecting the manu¬ 
facture of leather, expressed bis appre¬ 
hensions lest he might be wn6idered too 
obstrusive in thus brjogifig forward two 
motions of such impoi^Gnce, in the course 
of the same week. With respect to^ the 

E resent, it might, perhaps; be said, that 
is only reason (or submitting it to the 
House, was the particular interest which 
his own ioiinqjiljate cpnstitu^t^felt in the 
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question ; and lie confessed, that were it 
not for. that connexion, ly: would not be 
the member to appear foremost on the oc¬ 
casion ; but he could with sincerity assure 
the House, that, feeling as he did respect¬ 
ing it, he would most gladly have concur¬ 
red with any other member in promoting 
a measui’e of such vast importance to the 
general interests of the country. He fear¬ 
ed lest many, considering only the com¬ 
mon uses to w'hich leather was apjAied, and 
its great comparative cheapness, might 
treat the question with an air of ridicule, 
or at least of levity; but who could deny 
the importance attached*to the question, 
on reflecting that it related to one of the 
staple manufacturers of the country, and 
the number of persons not less llian 
500,000—employed in it ? The manufac¬ 
ture of leather was one in which this coun¬ 
try particularly tcxcellcd; so much so, 
that at any thing like an equality of price, 
our niauutacturers could never dread com¬ 
petitors in any foreign market; and with 
reffpect to the persons employed, the 
House slMiuld consider net merely their 
numbers but their description, for many 
who were incapable, from accidents to ob- 
tai n a live! Ihuod in any other tradccould work 
in letther manufactories as n proof of 
which, he need only refer the House to a 
well-known fact, of a Mr. Brunell, an in¬ 
genious friend of his, having q^tablished a 
manufactory of slioes, in which none were 
employed but such as had lost a limb’in 
the service of their country. The'leather 
trade, however, was at present in a state of 
most extreme depressiorl^ and in those 
parts of the country which were principally 
concernqfl in it, hundreds nf journeymen 
were thrown on their parishes not having 
any means of providing a subsistence. It, 
then, he could prove that the state of dis¬ 
tress resulted from the operation of the 
tax and would terminate with its removal, 
and ftlsu th{}t the present mode of collect¬ 
ing the tax was calculated to increase the 
grievance manifold^ ha conceived that he 
should have made out a case sufGcieut to 
induce the House to concur with him in 
effecting its total repeal.—The first paint 
would, he felt, be extremely difficult of 
roof; for*while every trade and every 
ranch of comor^rc^ laboured under a ge¬ 
neral depression, it if;ou1d be hqrd to point 
out the cause of a particular distress. The 
apers, however, fhat were laid on the ta¬ 
le, would show the progressive increase 
of the produce of the origintd tax previous 
^ the incceased duty in 1812 in donse> 

i' 
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quence of a progressive increase of home 
consumption and foreign export, and also 
point out the continued diminution of the 
produce since doubling the tax. The 
amount of the tax in 1«02, was 251,391/.; 
in 1811, it increased tts307,4-16/.; but the 
falling off in the year 1816, was no less 
than 30,000/. This falling off arose, not 
from the decreaseofthehomeconsumption, 
but from a cessation of the army contract^, 
and a diminution of the formgn exports. 
The army contracts could not of* course, 
be restored; bitf: essential relief would be 
a^rded by encouraging exportation. It 
had been represented to him that if the 
duties were removed, tanned leather would 
fall (id. in the pound, which would cause a 
reduction in the price of shoes for expor* 
tatihn, of one shilling a pair, and he un¬ 
derstood from several persons in the trade, 
that if they could lower their shoes one 
shilling a pair, they could easily command 
a sale ip the foreign market. All this of 
course depended on the accuracy of the 
statements that had been made to him, and 
he had every reason So believe them per* 
fectly correct. This wduld compensate for 
the loss of the army contracts, add relieve 
the trade frbra its present depressron.— 
He would next refer to the most important 
part of the question, which was the mode 
of collecting the tax. It was a principle 
of taxation, that those taxes should* be 
preferred, which brought most into the 
exchequer with the least possible injury to 
the coutributor, while those which sensi¬ 
bly depressed or ruined a4rade, should be 
altogether rejected.—Such he represented 
to be the effects of the present system, 
which deprived the leather trade of four 
times as much as it put into the exchequer, 
caused a waste of time dnd capital to the 
tanners and curriers, and, by its injurious 
operation, prevented the complete tanning 
, of the leather. The nfode was thi$—after 
it had undergone the* process of tanning 
the excise officer came to collect the duty 
and imprinted bis stamp upon the laither. 
The banner was not allomed to <yar^ bis 
own leather, because in the process of cur¬ 
rying some of /he surface was ptfhaps to 
be cut ofl^ and the appearance ofThe hide 
so altered, that it would be impossible to 
distinguish whether it had paid the duty or 
not. This was the first restriction, and 
was imposed ail early as in the reign of 
queen Anne, but by means of if much time ^ 
was lost, and as the process of curry^ 
could not be undergone, unless the hide 
were wet tbroughf this alternate wetting 
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•od drying injored theniaterial extremely; 
besides, as the leather was not wetted in 
tan-holes, but in plain water much of the 
vegetable principle must be extracted from 
it, and fhe water in which it was soaked 
was generally as strongly impregnated with 
it, as that in the original tan-hole. To 
obviate this injury to the leather a plan had 
been suggested of stamping the raw hides; 
but as' hides, when taken out of the lime 
were not capable of retaining the stamp, 
he did not think such a plan practicable— 
and that, in short, the present restriction 
must be continued, or the duty altogetlier 
given up. The noble lord then entered 
into a detailed statement of the quantities 
of leather that had been stamped since the 
year 1811 to the present time, and showed 
that the quantity in the last year was less 
than that in 1811, by ii,242,000 pounds of 
leather; and the decrease in the present 
year would, he thought, be little short of 
5,600,000 pounds—making a loss to the 
revenue of ^,000/. or 60,000/. a year. 
This country, be observed, was supported 
altogether by the wealth and prosperity of 
her manyfacturers,*and it became the go¬ 
vernment to exercise an enligjitiied policy 
towards them. The increase of public 
wealth should bear some proportion (un¬ 
fortunately it must necessarily be a small 
ona) to the increase of the public debt; 
but this could not be expected while one 
of the staple manufactures was depressed 
by a severe system of taxation. The lea¬ 
ther trade was one very susceptible of im¬ 
provement fron? every branch of science, 
and particularly from chemistry; but it 
|W8S unhappily a well known fact, that the 
improvements in that had been less within 
the last ceptury .than those of any other 
in the country. Th# House must be well 
aware, that such a circumstance was not 
to be attributed to§ny want ofintelKgence 
in those who were ^gaged in that trade,' 
but was occasioned solely by the severe j 
restrictions that so long oppressed it. 
These he trusted, the House would enable 
him to 'remov§, and for that purpdse he 
moved That leave be given to bring in a 
bill to ^eal the duties on leather. 

Mr. William Smitht in risingito second 
the motion, disclaimed any desire of repeal¬ 
ing all the duties on leather, but merely 
the present tax as non; ci^lectcd. It 
would be • serious evil in the present em¬ 
barrassed state of our fintuices to take off 
a tax (ff 600,000/. a-year, without having 
a fiar chance of reimbursing the treasury 
to a nearly equal amount; but this, he 
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thought, might be effected by giving an 
addhional stimulus to exportation. The 
serious ^grievance which in the present 
system called for correction was, the 
mode adopted for collecting the tax. In¬ 
deed, generally speaking, the greatest evil 
in finance was the mode of collecting of 
the revenues; for among the persons ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose there existed an 
esprit deusorpSf which induced them, at ail 
events, to raise as much as possible, that 
they might seem useful to the country 
ancl government, no matter bow injurious 
those exactions or their system might be 
to the real interdkts of the state. To him 
the restrictions'now affecting the leather 
trade, appeared extremely injurious, for 
the expenses of collecting the duties were 
confessed by the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer to be as much as the duties them¬ 
selves. Those duties* might perhaps 
amount to 600,(XX)/. and he thought that 
there would be no difiiculty of devising 
some means of collecting that, or nearly 
that amount, without any vexation or dis¬ 
tress to the trade. The mode of stamping 
hides might be abolished. Every one 
knew that a hide was not like a silk hand¬ 
kerchief—that it could not be put into a 
person’s pocketr—in short, that it vfbs an 
article very difficult to smuggle. It could 
not be carried into and out of a tan-yard 
without beivg easily detected; and if a 
duty of three shillings were imposed upon 
every hide taken out of a tan-yard, it would 
be litjtle worth a tanner’s while to run the 
risk of even a trifling penalty, much less 
one of 20/. or 3u/. in attempting to smug¬ 
gle them. He did not consider three shil¬ 
lings a hide too large a duty; but- even at 
two shillings, it would nearly produce the 
amount of the present tax. The quantity 
of British bides annually tanned, was about 
2,600,000, the foreign 900,000 or a million. 
These, at two shillings a hide, |;ave 
300,(xio/. He bad been informed, that 
the quality of the Sooth American hides 
was such, ai would'enablc them to bear a 
small import duty, which, at two shillings 
a hide would produce nearly 200,0(X}/. 
mdking altogether 500,000/. And thus, 
at a small sacrifice, they would be freed 
from all the present vexa^ous restrictions, 
and the tanner might^hen curry his own 
hide, if hepleased [a laugh]. This would 
be a boon that would an additional 
spur to their industry: and by the general 
wealth and comfort it would diffuse, would 
fkr more than counterbalan<» the 2(10,000/. 
lost by the exche^ier. But* be did not 

I 
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■uppoee that all this would be lost. Be^ 
aiaes the board of excise* the chancier 
of the exchequer was liable to be imposed 
upon bjr^ther sources of misinformation— 
he meant the persons who were largely 
employed'" in the manufacture. In all 
taxes of this sort, it became desirable, for 
the purposes of cheap collection, that the 
trade should be in few hands; and he un¬ 
derstood that the proprietors of the large 
tan-yards rather preferred the present 
mode of levying the tax, because it tended 
to prevent the opening of the trade to 
other persons. He understood that the 
^hole number of tanners fn the kingdom, 
including those of London, was not more 
than 1,700. But the mode of levying the 
tax which he recommended would proba¬ 
bly greatly increase that number; so that 
instead of a few large tanners enjoying a 
kind of monopoly, and making a great 
deal of money, their numbers would be 
doubled, which would be far more condu¬ 
cive both to individual and national pros- 
pefity. 

The Cltancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that the question had been taken up by 
the noble lord and the hon. gentleman op- 
osite, on the principle of local interests; 
ut they had argued it fairly, and with 
some view to the general good. He, 
however, would have preferred a motion 
for the appointment of a selecb committee 
to inquire into the state of the laws affect¬ 
ing the manufacture of and duties upon 
leather, and such a motion he would him¬ 
self propose; for when pei|ons felt them¬ 
selves oppressed, and claimed the interfer¬ 
ence of die House, it was right that the 
facts should be inquired into, and the grie¬ 
vances remedied. The hon. member had 
spoken of the great importance to this 
country of preserving so large a revenue, 
after the immense sacrifice that had been 
already made, and at the same time seem¬ 
ed preparedLwith a plan for removing the 
restrictions and reimbursing the treasury. 
—He would not then itftiuire vt^ether the 
plan was practicable or not; but «uch a 
one had been foririerly proposed in a com¬ 
mittee on the leather duties, and the diifl* 
bulties then^ complained of were deemed 
insuperable.* Thp noble lord had repre¬ 
sented the leather trade as particularly 
depressed; but there was no other branch 
of the manufactures of the country more 
liable to suffer from the revulsion or prices 
occasioned by the return of peace. The 
encouragement it received daring the war 
from the government contracts was very 
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great; and it might be remembered that 
wlien, in 1812, the increased duty was 
proposed, the chief objection was, that the 
government would have to pay one-thirdl 
of it. The best estimate, howeter, 
he could collect, of theamount paid annu- 
ally by government for leather contracts, 
was about 80,0002.; which, when distri¬ 
buted throughout the trade, must infuse 
great life and activity. When the noble 
lord attributed to the increased duty the 
distresses of the trade, he seemed to Jiave 
forgotten, that, with the increase of duty, no 
now restrictions were imposed, but that they 
had all existed ever since the time of queen 
Anne. The right hon. gentleman then 
entered into a detailed statement of the 
produce of tfie tax, since that period to 
the present, to prove that no reduction 
had taken place to the amount stated by 
lord Althorp. In the eight years ending 
in 1754, the average amount of the tax at 
l\d. a pound, was 168,2002. U had risen 
to double that in the year 1812; and the 
tax being then doubled, its produce in 
every year since was, dh an average, dou¬ 
ble its former amount,'although ,the im¬ 
ports from the river De la Plata of .hideat 
which formerly averaged 2,600,000 annu¬ 
ally, had, since the commencement of the 
civil war in South America, fallen to 
950,000. The noble lord bad in his 
statement omitted a most important part 
of his duty. He had said not a word on 
the eifi'ct of the duties on the consumer in 
general. It would be, however, some sa¬ 
tisfaction to the House t(f learn, that the 
prices of leather were lower than before* 
the imposition of the double duty in 1812. 
The price of strong leather, in 1811, was 
19^d. a pound, it is now I6id. Ijeing a de¬ 
pression of'3<2. in th& pound. He was 
aware of the objection that might here be 
made to this statement^ namely, that this 
great depression of prices was a ruinous 
loss to the tanner, l^ut let the House 
consider that the depression was caused 
by an equal one in bark and in the raw 
materfal. Bark was, in 1811, 832. S loadr 
in 1813 it was 362: while, in 1816; it was 
from 202. to 242. The raw hides ^re, in 
1811, 4|fl2. per pound, and now were only 
2d, or Sd. He thought, however, that 
parliament ought to examine into the dis¬ 
tresses of the le|ither traders, and bear 
their allegatious. It was his obj^t to ef¬ 
fect as great a diminution of their burthens 
ad was consistent with the interests of the 
country. If, bbtfever, to avoid or remove 
an inconvenience, they were to repeal half 
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their taxes, it' would disturb the general somewhat unaccountable from him who 
system of finance, destroy the revenue of had two nights,ago objected to a coaimit- 
tne country, and subject public afiairs to tee, in consequence of the lateness of the 
a total derangement. Me should therefore session. The right hon. gentlehian ohr 
Of^ose Ae motion of the noble lord, and served, that otlier trades, as well as this, 
move, as dn amendment, ‘‘ That a select were oppressed at present. The question 
committee be appointed to consider of the then was, whether the taking off the res- 
state of the laws relating to the nianufac • trictions complained of, would not relieve 
tore of and duties upon leather; and that it, by increasing the consumption of the 
they do report the same, with their obser- ' article manufactured. With respect to 
vations tbefeupon, to the House.** the accounts which the right hon. gentle- 

< Lpref Compton conceived, that the reve- man had produced, and from which it 
niie would not be a loser, by giving up would appear that the Icatlier trade had 
the tax upon leather, and commented on not decreased, he certainly conceived that 
the remarks made by the chancellor of they were inaedhrate. When gentlemen 
the exchequer on the decreased price of considered the* numerous petitions, com- 
that article. The decrease of price could plaining of the distressed state of the trade, 
be occasioned only by an inprease of sup- which were lying on their table; when 
ply, or a diminution of demand. Now, it they were told that large bodies of work- 
was well known that there was no increase men were thrown out of employment, and 
of supply, consequently whatever fall had obliged to apply to the vrork-huuse for re¬ 
taken place in price, must be attributed, lief—they could not suppose that the trade 
not to a fall,in the price of the materials, was in a flourishing state. He was most 
bqt to a diminution of demand and con- anxious to support the finances of the 
sumption. deputation from the trade country; and he was convinced, that ihe 
hadisome time sinCe waited on the chan- chancellor o^the exchequer would enrich 
cellor of the exchequer, to obtain the re-; the revenue, instead of impoverishing it, 
xnoval of the restrictions, and stated to ! by abolishing the restrictions which formed 
Jhim, that they suffered to the amount of so odious a part of the machinery of the 
fbur^imes the sum that found its way to tax. In addition to the other objections 
^the treasury. The right hon. gentleman which he had stated against a committee, 

. acknowledged, that it might be ten times he must observe, considering the great 
r-the sum, so that the tax would be then importance of the trade, that whatever 
jcollected at the rate of 1,000/. per cent.; was done should be done immediately. 

" but even allowing it to be only four times Now, if the subject were considered in a 
it was. a system that should be amended, con^mittee, it would take up a great deal 
It might be safd by some gentlemen, that of time, and probably the question would 
*.lhe trade did not thereby suffer a pecuni- not be decided in the course of the pre- 
i ary injury, but what other injury could sent session. 

Uiey suffer ? Were not a waste of time, The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
.a waste eff materials, and the deterioration he never bad stated, either in that House 
of their leather, peauniary injuries ? The or elsewhere, what the pecuniary effects 
uoble lord then showed by a rcfereiice to of the collection of the tax were. Some 
the amount of the property tax, that the gentlemen, however, having told him, 
inhabitants of thid country paid to govern^ that they were informed by otherl|, that 
. -meat, directly or indirectly, one-fourth of the expense of collection was four times 
their income, and thence concluded, that the amount of the tax, he had observed, 
if the leather trade sustained an unneces- *' You might as Well say ten times.” He 
aary less of two millions, by Uie nfode of did not state this as an opinion. The ob- 
: collecting the duties, the mvernment must serration waa only made to meet their 
i'there^ mse 500,000/. His objections to Vbgue mode-of argument. 

|he tmt were these: it was ii|gt 08 t expen- Mr. Curw»,’l>aving presented a peti- 
K^yeinits mode of collection; it fell on tion against the leather, tux from a consi- 
x.^thc poor; it pressed on the agricultural derabte body of faU constituents, took that 
/^interests, a circumstance at all times to be opportunity of, stating his sentiments to 
but particularly at the present the House. The petithmers did not ob- 
, Mljlodf. end it operate partially and Jecl^so much to the tax* itself, qs to. the 
facnily^ To inquire into these, the ckdh- manner in which it was collected. U‘it 
CH^.of Ute exchequer had proppted a could be CQlIected in ;WBy consistent 
lipfimuttee. Such a propostUon seemei^. with, the interest «f trader tlxif 
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Would not oppose it. He agreed with the 
right hon. gentleman that a subject 'Of 
this nature, which was connected with a 
great source of revenue, ought to be ma¬ 
turely considered; particularly when, with 
every att^tion to economy, it would be 
found extremely difficult to make the re¬ 
ceipt and expenditure of the country meet. 
But, on the other hand, when so great a 
trade was in a state of decay, when a 
large number of persons were thrown out 
of employment, it was absolutely neces¬ 
sary that some step should be taken to re- 
^medy the evil. If the nobld lord pressed 
'his motion, he would cerlginly vote for it; j 
but, at the same time, he conceived that 
something might be done,, by appointing a 
committee, as suggested by the chancel¬ 
lor of the exchequer. They hail already 
done something to relieve the lower order 
of farmers, he tt\isted they would now do 
something advantageous for the lower or¬ 
ders of the people in general. The bust 
boon would be that which was now pro¬ 
posed. If they went into a committee, 
means might be devised to get rid of the 
restrictions, and not only to preserve the 
present revenue, but to insure a greater 
than the tax now produced. 

Mf. Rose was of opinion, that no course 
was so proper as that of su bmitting the 
subject to the consideration of a commit¬ 
tee, since the objections werewaised rather 
against the restrictions than against the 
tax itself. The noble lord near him had 
said, he was aware of the financial* diffi¬ 
culties which the country,labo.urcd under, 
and stated that if this tax, which produced 
f)0(),000/. per annunj], were given up, it 
would bt> the means of benefiting the re¬ 
venue. Now really this point alone de¬ 
served the serious consideration of a com¬ 
mittee. Out of doors opinions varied 
very much on this question. One person, 
a vqfy clever man, though in an humble 
rank of life^ had written to him “ that, 
comparing the exigencies of the state 
and the necessity of raising a »large reve¬ 
nue, with the inconvenience felt from the 
restrictions, he thought they should be 
continued;” while another person Rad 
addressed jiim, begging, by all means, 
that he would v()ite for a repeal of the tax. 
The noble lord required the House to re¬ 
fuse the committee, because it would pro¬ 
duce a delay that must prove ruinous to 
the trade; Notv *the tax had beea four 
years in existence, and, he contended, 
that no ill effects had resulted from it. 
H is wish waB, that a committee should meet. 
(VOL. XXXIV. 
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Sir Joseph Yorke supported the propo¬ 
sition for a committee. He was not 
aware, if the original motion was agreed 
to, and the tax taken off altogether, th.at 
the public would be enabled tet walk m 
cheaper boots or shoes. This was a point, 
wiiich sliould, he conceived, he inquired 
into, before the tax was repealed. 

Mr. a. Thornton differed from the opi¬ 
nion of the hon. baronet. He 'had no 
doubt that by repealing the fax ^Jie price 
of leather would be much less. Pleghould 
be satisfied with the appointment of a 
committee, but if the noble lord pressed 
I his motion to a division, he should cer¬ 
tainly vote for it. 

Mr. Thompson said, that, in levying 
duties, as (;ttle obstruction as posaible 
should be given to manufactures and com¬ 
merce. But the act by which the leather 
tax was imposed proceeded on a different 
principle, it seemed as if the means of 
obstruction were sedulously sought out 
by those who framed it. There were 
distinctions in the law whi^i he did not 
understand. Thred-pence per pound 
was the duty paid ou the generality of 
hides; but there were other sorts'of leather 
which the manufacturer could not tan 
without paying If. per pound. Oup fisher¬ 
men in the Greenland Seas caught great 
numbers of sea-horses: they brought home 
their oil and hides: the hides were very 
thick and rough, like the bark of an oak- 
tree, and the tanner was very glad to put 
them in his pits, but he was obliged to 
pay a duty of 1per poubd for them. If 
this species of hide could be tanned at the 
ordinary duty of ‘id. per pound, it would 
be very much sought after. Again the 
tanner was not admittejj to t^n the skin 
of an ass, Uor the skin of a bear, of which 
so many could be furnished from the 
North Seas, without paying this increased 
duty of Is. per poun^ lie should like, 
therefore, to go into *a committee, where 
the whole of this system could be pro¬ 
perly explained. He was sure the tanner 
would be very glad to payffiis duty before 
he placed the.hides in his pit. By this 
means he would escape the dange^us and 
unpleasant visit of the exciseman, and 
would be saved the expense of paying for 
the refuse leather; fur that part of the 
bide which, when it was dressed, was 
utterly useless. He did not w||sh that tlm 
whole tax should be taken off, nor did tlie 
banners themselves. demand it. Many in* 
telligent* men amongst them requested 
that the restrictions should he examined, 
(3E) 
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Bnd that their case should undergo inves¬ 
tigation. They represented it to the 
board of excise, but had received no an¬ 
swer. Those gentlemen were not very 
quick in *'answering complaints. Their 
answer generally came in the shape of an 
exciseman, who, perhaps, cauglit bold of 
their hides. He hoped the committee 
would be appointed, and that a bill, 
founded on their report, would be brought 
in during the present session. 

Mr, Cartwright conceived, that, by re¬ 
moving the restrictions and giving an in¬ 
creased spur to trade, much good would 
be effected, both to the individuals imme¬ 
diately interested, and to the country in 
general. With respect to the proposition 
for a committee, he should, merely ob¬ 
serve, that a similar ^course was adopted 
in 1813, and the evince was against the 
continuance of those restrictions. He 
therefore thought, that by referring to the 
report drawn, up on that occasion, they 
would derive, all the information which 
could be hoped for from the formation of 
a new committee. He was perhaps a little 
influenced in what fie said by the instruc¬ 
tions of his constituents; and though no 
friend to the doctrine of instructions, yet 
where local interests were concerned, he 
thought they ought to be attended to. His 
object in supporting the property tax had j 
been, that other taxes might be repealed, 
and he should now support the present 
motion. 

Mr. Brooke said, he should support the 
amendment, beeftuse he thought that in a 
committee the question would be much 

3 arrowed. He hoped every assistance 

ould be given to the leather manufac¬ 
turers, cons^tently with the safety of the 
revenue. • 

Mr. Philips said, be had perused the 
report of the former committee, with great 
attention, and it aj^earec^ to him that it ' 
clearly proved the impropriety of the res- 
tr^ioQs. He could not therefore con¬ 
ceive, wliat new light could be thrown on 
this exhausted Aibject by the appointfnent 
of another committee. If .the chancellor 
of the ciNzhequer could not state distinctly 
to them, that, in the committee, tteJntend- 
ed to advance certain rrasoas which in¬ 
dued him to give up those restrictions 
which he had supported in 1813,* it was 
qvim useleif to move for it. . It had been 
sbid, that since the additional tax the trade 
bed increased. This tie denied. On an* 
average of three years pr.eceding the impo- 
•aitioo of the tax, the trade appeared io be | 
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cop^lfantly increasing. On an average of 
tb«i« years, since me tax, it appeared to 
be regularly decreasing. Particular cir¬ 
cumstances might accountfor the decrease, 
in one year: but the tax alone could be 
supposed to effect a regular dei^ease for 
three years. The restrictions operated to 
destroy the trade—they operated to pre¬ 
vent the tanner from currying tlie leather 
—they operated to deteriorate the quality 
of the manufacture. If they had the effect 
of raising the price, as was the fact in a 
much greater proportion than the tax itself 
would do, and if they also impaired the 
manufacture, w^'it at all possible that the 
trade could flourish ? It might have in¬ 
creased immediately after the passing of 
the act; but what would have been its 
prosperity, if those restrictions had never 
been proposed i This measure had an 
operation on, other branches of industry. 
If, in consequence of those restrictions, in¬ 
dividuals were prevented from importing 
hides from Buenos Ayres, would not a 
considerable branch of the commerce hf 
this country be injured ? It was h tax also 
that weighed heavily on the agriculturalist. 
Under ail these circumstances, he thought 
the House should accede to the motion of 
the noble lord, unless the chancellor the 
exchequer would state, that, in the com* 
mittee he meant to abandon the restric¬ 
tions. He vhould also like to hear the 
right hon. gentleman’s opinion of the plan 
touched upon by the non. member for 
Norwich. 

The Chancdlof of the Exchequer said, it 
would be bis object, in the committee to 
procure all the iqformatiun that could be 
obtained, on the pracficabiiity of raising a 
revenue on hides, without those restrictions. 
He could not give any opinion on theplaa 
of the hon. member for Norwich, as ho 
had not had time to consider his sugges¬ 
tion. ^ 

Lord Milton said, that he and his noble 
friend who made the present motion were 
members of^he coftimittee which sat for 
a whole vnonth in the year 1813. The 
result of their inquiry was, that no mode 
coifld be adopted (or the collection of this 
tax, without the restrictions. ,The chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, however, advised 
them, to go into another committee. Now 
what had they to inquire into i Surely not 
into the ruinous state of the trade, for4hat 
was perfectly notorious, .l^e inquiry then 
must be, “ Can the revenue be couected 
without tlioae vexatious restrictions ?’* 
Who were they to examine on that point i 
I 
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The board of excise and the officers iiBder 
them—persons with whdkn this right iMn. 
gentleman was in a state of constant com> 
inunication. From the very nature of the 
connection between the right hon. gentle¬ 
man and those individuals, no doubt could 
be entertained, that, if they were acquaint¬ 
ed with any means of collecting this branch 
of the revenue without the restrictions they 
would have acquainted him with it. If the 
right hon. gentleman knew of any such 
plan, he supposed, that he would at once 
state it to the House, instead of moving 
• for a commitMe. He therefore believed, 
that, in proposing a committee, his real 
object was, not the consideration of the 
subject, but for the purpose df lulling the 
petitioners into security, that he might 
take advantage, in that House, of their re¬ 
laxed exertions. He conceived that they 
ought to proceed on the report of the for¬ 
mer committee, which was then before 
them. It was not drawn up hastily, for it 
comprised 150 folio pages on this impor¬ 
tant quegtion. All the information that 
could be desired was contained in it, and 
feeling that nothing new could be develo¬ 
ped before another committee, he trusted 
the House would agree to the motion ofhis 
noble friend. 

Mr. Lushington said, that the former 
committee had not been called upon to give 
any opinion, but merely to feport the evi- 
dencetotheHouse. Fromthereturnsvrhich 
had been laid before parliament, it was 
quite clear that, since the duty lufd been 
doubled, the revenue had increased in 
equal proportion. He considered, there¬ 
fore, tyat as a matter of finance, this tax, 
which produced no less than (>50,000/. a 
year, deserved,the m ost ^rious consideration 
of the House. It was a tax that had ex¬ 
isted for a great number of years, and was 
most impartially distributed over the 
wlAle community, lie thought that the' 
statement*which the noble lord had made, 
with respect to the difficulties under which 
the manufacturer laboured,* had been a 
little exaggerated. From his own inquiries 
on the subject (and he had taken yime 
rains to arrive at the trdth) lie did not be¬ 
lieve that*the distress was so great. Since 
the tax was increased, the price of hides 
bad fallen at least 25 per cent., and hie 
was not aware tjiat the public in getfertd 
bad any real ground for complaint. He' 
should, therefor^, support the amebdment, 
of his right hon. fripnd.- i 

Mr. Mpkuem said, he should vote for; 
the original motion. 
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Sir John Newport was not surprised at 
the depressed state of the tanning trade in 
England, when he found that the export 
of tanned leather from Great Britain to 
Ireland, in the year 1813, fim'buntcd to 
216,O0(k. official val&e, while, in the last 
year, It’Was only 66,000/., being only one- 
third of what it was three years ago. The 
House was already in possession of all the 
information that could be given on the 
subject; and, for this reason, h& felt him¬ 
self bound to vote for the original ques¬ 
tion. 

* Mr. Marryat said, that nothing could 
be more ruinous than the existing taxes 
on leather. The necessity of giving relief 
was clearly admitted by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, by the amendment which 
he had proposed; >*1^ only difference of 
opinion was as to tbU’best mode that ought 
to be adopted. He thought that they 
could not altogether abandon so large a 
portion of the revenue, bat they should 
take off some of the restrictions, which 
were more burthenspme to the manufac¬ 
turer than tlie tax itself. In that part of 
the country wliich he represented, several 
large premises had been deserted, and the 
master manufacturers found their capitals 
wasting away. Upon the whole, h*e rather 
inclined to the motion of the noble lord, 
and should, therefore, sit down with giving 
it his support. 

Mr. William Smith rose amidst general 
cries of question. As soon as ord^er was 
restored, he begged to e^cplain the reasons 
which had induced him to change his mii- 
nion, and to vote for the amendment. He 
certainly gave credit to the right hon. gen¬ 
tleman, that he proposed ^ committee 
with the view of seetn^y wlietber he could 
not aflbrd some relief to the manufacturer; 
and he thought the committee would not 
have occasion to sii long. He should, 
therefore, giv^his siqiport to the measure 
which the right bon. gentleman recom¬ 
mended to the House. 

(general Gascoyne was sure that his hon. 
friend who bad just spoxen wfll not in¬ 
fluenced by the slightest partialH| towards 
one side pr the other; and as be reposed 
the utmost confidence in his judgment on 
this question, he should certainly vote for 
the amendment 

Mr. *Benson begged to ofler a few words. 
He was quite sure it had bean proved to 
riM satisractiofi of tlK former committee, 
tbtt the tmdtf wik in a most ruinous stsM, 
and, from aHf tfiat he had heard on the 
tubjabty btliNik irfiwid that its disliitMt 
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had been considerably increased. It was 
not the repeal of the duties alone that 
would aftbrd relief to the manufacturer; 
the restrictions prevented him from making 
a good arficle. In time of peace^gevern- 
inent should give eviry support te .^ade; 
and with respect to the particular Iwanch 
which was then before the House, he 
thought that no real good could be effect- 
cd, unless thqy adopted the motion of the 
noble lord. .. 

Mr. tForbes said, he would support the 
noble lord's motion; and if that were lost, 
lie would support the motion of the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer. 

Mr. Protheroe said, tliat if the property 
tax had been continued, it would have 
enabled the chanccllq^ of the exchequer 
to repeal the tax ot|,leather; but, under 
the present circumstances of the country, 
he did not think that government ought to 
abandon so large a portion of our income. 

Lord Althorp rose to reply. He said, 
lie felt it incumbent on him to state the 
reasons which wouidjinduce him to persist 
in his motion. It appeared (e him, tliat 
the argun^ents which the hon. member 
for Norwich had advanced in, support of 
the amendment were founded in mistake. 
He hadr stated, that if gentlemen on that 
side of the Flousc insisted on a division, 
they would probably lose botli the bill and 
the committee: but this was quite impos¬ 
sible. If leave were given to bring in a 
bill, a committee might still be appointed. 
In the last comnyttee, they had examined 
whether the tax could be collected in any 
other way, and the surveyor of excise was 
of opinion that it could not be taken on 
the raw hides. If the committee was ap¬ 
pointed, an^proca^ided in the manner it 
did formerly, the whdie discussion would 
be repeated. The persons concerned in 
the leather trade w/mld only be satisfied 
by a repeal of the taxes |^cting them, 
lie wouui certainly lake the sense of the 
House upon his motion. 

Mr. Frankland Lems put the two C|i8es, 
of piocebding l>y a committee of imjuiry, 
or of inyiiediately agreeing! to the intro¬ 
duction of a bill for a repe5 of the leather 
taxes: and stated thetidvantagneof the 
latter course without renouncing the for¬ 
mer. There never was a sub^Jeot mere 
inquiry by a^coipmitlee* the. 
labqp'S pf jsfhicn he was sure M'ould r<^ldt 
in ^covering and recommending, a 
stitute. f«^ yielding the half rahlioa 
in oue of^he most impolitic objeetiont. 

.ever » fiiaance minutei: ib- 


sortai to. The appointment of a com¬ 
mittee, howevei^ did not preclude the 
bringing in of the bill, nor could the pro¬ 
gress of its lajbours in the least impede the 
discussions that a bill would lead^o. He 
called upon the gentlemen who agreed to 
the committee, to observe concistency, 
and to allow the same course to be pur¬ 
sued that was suggested in the case of the 
insolvent debtors* bill. It was at first pro¬ 
posed to bring in a bill for repealing the 
insolvent debtors' act; a committee of 
inquiry was, upon that occasion, proposed, 
and the discuslioq terminatM^wilh grant¬ 
ing leave to bring in the bill, and appoint¬ 
ing a committee, which should make its 
inquiries in the mean time. He claimed 
consistency from those who reconhnended 
such a mode of proceeding. The urgency 
of the measure was as great, and no objec¬ 
tions existed in the one cUse that did not 
exist in the other. The leather tax was 
so objectionable, both from the restric¬ 
tions which were necessary for levying it, 
and from the inequality which attended 
its distribution, that no other way of col¬ 
lecting the same extent of revenue could 
be devised which would not be an im¬ 


provement. ^ 

The question \fas then loudly called for, 
and the House divided, when there ap¬ 
peared— 

For the iVmendincnt . 121 

Against it .. 86 


• Majority. 35 

A committee ivas accordingly appoint¬ 
ed, in pursuance of the suggestion of the 
chancellor of the exchequer. ^ 

List of ti^c Minority. 


Allan, fieorge 
Baring, sir T. 
Barnard, lord 
‘Benson, 11. 

Barclay, (diaries 
Bradshaw, R.ll. 
Compton, ea^ 
Calcraft, John 
Calvert^ Cbas. 
Caigpbwl, htm. 8* 
Campbell,' , 
Cavendish, lord G. 
Cavendish, hon. H. 
Cavendish, hon. C. 
Chaloncr, Bobt. 
Cocks, hon. .T. S. 
Curweij, J. C. . 
Davfitj^rt, 1).' 
‘DuBcannoa, lord * 
Dundasihon. IW. . 
Bundas, C. 


Egerton, W. 

Eiulay, K, 

Forbes, C. 
Eergusson, sir 11./]]!. 
Foley, hoa. A. 
Foley, Thus. 

• Folke&toqp, lord 
Geary, .sir W. 

Guise, sir W. 

Jos. 

j Jl^ilton, lord A. 

, JIanDurj', Wm. 
Ilbrnby, E. 
Howorth, II. 
Howard, hon. Wm. 
Hul^C.. -v. 
3eijwse,G. P. 
Riiig; sir J. D.“ 

' Kndk, 'fhdmas 
LangtCBj -W. G% 
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Lyttelton, lion. W, 
XiODS, Xt. S* 
Lubbock, J. 
Methuen, Paul 
Mordaunt. sir C. 
Mills, C. A 
Mariyat, J, 
Macdonald! James 
Madocks, W. A. 
Martin, J.- 
Milton, lord 
Molyneux, H. H. 
Monck, sir C. 
Moore, P. 

Morland, S. B. j.,, 
Neville, hon. BiT 
Newport, sir John 
North, Dudley 
Osborne, lord F, 
Onslow, seijeaut 
Pluraer, Win. 
I’ortman, E. B. 
Protheroe, Edw. * 
Pcirse, Henry 


Belhlem Hdspital. 

Pelham, lion. C. 
Philips, G. f r 

Ponsonby, rt. hon. G. 
Ponsonby, hon. F. C. 
Powlett, non. W. 
Preston, R. 

Prittie, non. F. A, 
Rarosden, J. C. 
Ridley, sir M. W, 
Russell, G. K. 

Shaw, sir J. 

Shaw, Beiyamin 
Sumner, G. H. 
Scaidamorc. R. P. 
&efton,«arl of 
Shdley, sir John 
Shellfiy, sir Tim. 
Smith, Sam. 
Vaughan, sir Robt. 
Wilson, Thos. 

Tellers. 
Althorp, lord 
Cartwright, W. R. 


Mav 10, 1816. 




The marquis of Tavistock, Mr. lambton, 
M^ Athcrley, and lord Rancliffe paired off in 
favour of lord Althorp’s motion. .Sir Francis 
Burdelt, Mf. J. Wharton, and Air. R. G. Long, 
were shut out upon the division. 


^ HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Fridai/, May lO. 

Statute Book.] Earl Stanhope re¬ 
ported from the select committee respect¬ 
ing the Statute Book, two Resoliltions, 
declaring the expediency, in their opinion, 
of arranging the enactments in the statute 
book, under separate and distinct h4ads, 
and that a person, learned in the lam, 
shotdd be appointed for this purpose, with 
a numbef of clerks under him, not ex¬ 
ceeding twenty. On his. lordship’s mo¬ 
tion, these Resolutions ^re agreed to by 
the House. The noble earl fur^er 
moved, that a message be sent to the 
House of Commons, communicating these 
ReseffutionSj and another message arairing 
a conference with the Commons on this 
subject in tlu painted chamber, on Tues¬ 
day, at fiv * o’clock. The ma%fers in 
chancery sent with the messages sutee- 
quently returned with dn answer to the 
last, that the Commotis would send an an¬ 
swer by meiSsengerP of their own. 

HOUSE C® COMMONS. . - 
Fridaiff May 10. _ 

Bexmlem HosfixAt.] Mr. Adding¬ 
ton moved that the <«con<l reading, of the 
Crimmal Lohatira BUI shpidd be post- 
jpqned to Mdfiday flext. 


Mr. Bemet wished to take this oppor¬ 
tunity of asking the right hon. gentleman 
whether it was the intention of goveni- 
ment to make any addition to Bethlem 
hospital or to give any hllowaace to the 
trustees ef that hospital, should the bill 
brought ill by the right hon. gentleman 
be passed into a law. He was anxious to 
be informed on this subject, because if 
such was the intention of government, he 
should resist the payment of one single 
shilling to that hospital, so long as the 
management of it should continue in the 
hands in which it now was [Hear, hear!]. 
An inquiry into the management of 
Bethiem hospital had taken place under 
the directions of the House, and it ap¬ 
peared from that inquiry that the state of 
the hospital hud beenf and was a disgrace 
to the metropolis. If ever there was a 
public institution of which the direction 
reflected disgrace on those concerned in 
it, and called on the legHlatilfe to refuse 
ail support to it till the abusss shouldvbe 
remedied, it was the hospital in question, 
under the raaDagement.of Dr. Monro and 
Mr. Haslam tlie apothecary. la conse¬ 
quence of the examinations which had 
taken place^ it was discou^ed that the 
duties of all those concerned in the hos¬ 
pital were most shamefully neglected by 
them. There was a physician who walked 
the hospitat only once a month—an apo¬ 
thecary, who abounded in theoretical 
views, but who was above attending to 
any thing else—a steward, ^a matron, and 
a porter, all too important in their own 
eyes to attend to the wants and necessities 
of the patients—and a surgeon often mad 
himself, and almost continually drunk. 
[Hear, hear,!]. Anc^ydf" wish the evi¬ 
dence of this misconduct before them 
there was a paper signed by the governors 
of the hosprtai, in which they statedi to 
the astonisnmeat of »I1 who knew any 
thing of the subject, that Bethiem was k 
pattern, not only to the hospitals of this 
county, but of every other., Qo MowdSy 
next, when the subject should come again 
befmre them, he should be prept^d to 
enter at grater length into it. He ^gged 
pardon for making these few observations. 
Ilts object, as be bad stated now, waste 
obtain information whether any sum of 
tnemey was to be given for the purposes 
be bad already alluded to. Hnless the 
I |Mvemors,shoaUl dtemlss tite present ofli- 
dsiii4lsn»<h^r tittaitions, he should move 
teaee tobiin#sk|«1iill for the purpose 
tiddog tauter of the hQi|^. 
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Mr. Addinf^on said, be could not ex- yovfb of the country, if under the Mft- 
prait any o^nion as to the manner in nagementof irreligious, revolutionary cha- 
which the hospital was cmiducted. He racters. 'Such, he dreaded, without the 
Iwd always understood ^at, before he bad interference of parliament, would be the 
Itad any'cennextoq with the offiee'.he now consequences to the youth of lister, from 
held, the House had come to a'i^^lutioa the description of persons who had worked 
tikat a wing should be added (6 Bethlem themselves into the management of the 
hospital. The confining the drdhrent cri- Belfast Academy—men, some of whom 
miaal .lunatics in one ^ace, would relieve, bad figured in the horrible transactions of 
the country from a considerable expense. 1798; but irho having failed in that more 
Mr. "Bennet said, he perfecd^r approved prompt experiment to upset the constitu- 
efedbfining the different crimraal lunatics tion by rebellion, were now attempting 
in one place; but he never wouldconsfpit the slower, |>ut surer, means of revolu- 
that one shilling of the public money tion, by inculoating and^'infusing into 
should remain in hands in which it would early youth the religious ana political pre- 
be so scandalously abused. cepts of Paine and Priestley. In proof of 

Mr. W. Smith would not anticipate the these being the objects of many of the 
discussion; all he wished n6w to say was, present directors of the Belfast Institution, 
that when any puMw money was granted, he referred to a variety of documents. 
H public auperinteudance ought to be ex- He stated some misrepresentations which 
ercised; but the governors of Bethlem had been made to the government rcla- 
hospitat did resist as a body their being tive to a subscription from the synod of 
aubjeot to ^lublic superintendance; and Ulster to establish a professorship, to grant 
till that resolution should be withdrawn, certificates to their probationary mints- 
no public money aouid with propriety be ters; which he deprecated uqjless under 
granted to them. • very particular arrangements. He then 

The 4)iil slias ordered to be read a sc- adverted to a very (Tisloyal meeting in 
oand time on Monday. • Belfast, which had disgraced 'tl}e celebra- 

. ^ tion of a day otherwise dear to every good 

Irish Miscellaneous Services.] honest-hearted* Irishman, the 17th of 
Previous to going into the committee of March last; when toasts of the most im- 
tupply on the Irish Miaceilaneout Services proper kind, and in hostility to every con- 
grants, stitutional 'feeling and principle, were 

Sir George Hitl expressed his hope and given and drank with acclamation, accom- 
expectation, that his right hon. friend the panied by speeches of such a tendency at 
chancellor of the excliequer for Ireland, to ^uve that a number of the managers, 
would at least suspend, if not withhold al- visitors, and matters of theBelfost Academy, 
tt^ther, the grant of 1,500/. to the Bel- who were participators at that democratic 
I iatt Academical Institution. He had feast, could not be too soon /lismissed 
moved seme weeks ^o, for returns iVom from tlie supeuntendance of the morals 
that establish'dhmW which, ought before and of the eduHition of the students in 
this time'to have been on the table of the that seminary. He concluded by again 
Home; tb^ were necessary to enable expressing his hope that the grant would 
the House to see in what maaner thp be withhmd. 

affairs of that institutieiii' were conducted, . Mr. Vexe^ Fitzgerald said, it was A’ot his 
and witether the act of pariiament whidi intention to move any grant at present to 
mcorporates the managers and visitors of the inatitutkm td wliich his right boa. 
tiiat tpstitiituH), ought ndt to be altered, friend ^adPreferred. He haof in &ct, ore- 
It was not necesta^ at the present day to seai^ op petition from that body, ana he 
establish die prindj^e,* iraM extended hpfiMil be aboiudd be forgiven for now 
benefits to society resiilted fiioiQ a liberal avoiding a discussion whidi, to say the 
mid wlarged System'hf S it was < least of it, preuiamre.-^The, House 

uniyersally admitted, 4ad |»arBaiaisihrt|''ttnd^ then resolved itself .into the committee, 
the government were acting the i^bt hon. gentleman stated, 

iiSlilgieriMe upon that principle; yet l%at having been informed that thit. '^bt 

%ibn, wMch was tlm food of tIMl4itiiid, hon. member for Waterford (rir J^n 
enlarged, iitvigprited, and l liMvport) was prevm^ that evening 

lin* wriiry odile putvitlt, might WSfilii' ;#em attending in conseeuence of illness, 
idktdly'Iw admintatered in a pdiSM^. iMi^^eoaipBAimted temoihis 
fovtii, aikd tIAu eornipl and misguida of pos^^ng the cdmoDiltee to meat ^ 



r 


4$$^] Aim BUI. May 10, >810. [499 

right lion. l)aroBet*8 conrenience, but 4liis experiiDentov bait od extensive aad iv- 
o%r tras declined, as thcK was no intent* peated experiipents made on a large seal# 
tion of opposing any of Uie grants. for the purpjOiM of ascertaining the com* 

The several Besolutions were then put parative value of grain from tne^ifierena 
and agre^ to. parts of the kingdom, and conducted by 

^ 8cientiiie,men indeed, 1>ut with the assisi* 

The House being inn once of persons perfectly acquainted wkll 
Comcnitee on the Malt Bill, " the practice of malt making. 

Mr. C. Calvert complained of a clause Mr. Calvert said, tha experiments ija 
in the bill regulating the amount of duty question were made for the pttrpose of as* 
to be returned to the maltsters oo their certaining,. tii# proportion between tb# 
stock in hand. By this clause, the duty spirit to be Stained from bi^g and that 
was to be returned according to the mea- from barl^, so that the increase of bulk 
surement of the stock in hatid; but a de- dittnot amet tli# result of thehr. «Kperii» 
duction was to be made of. 5 per cent, on roents. 

pale malt, and 12 per cent, on brown malt, Mr. Lushington said, that from the ex* 
OQ the ground that an increase of bulk in periments it appeared that sometimes therv 
that proportion took place during the pro- was, an increase of bulk in the process of 
cess, after the duty had been paid. The making white' malt of;8,10, and even 11 
lion, member, on the other hwd, con- per cent. Tlie average on English barlejr 
tended, that though there was ad increase was 5. 

of bulk in brown malt, he was warranted, The committee divided: For the ori|^ 
from the most extensive experience and nal clause, 68: for the anundmeut, SO. 
inquiries in Essex, Hertford, Cambridge- , 

sliirej Bedfordshire, Suffolk, mid Norfolk, Alien Oq the order of the 

tlmt no iiTcrease of bulk wiiatever took day being moved by lord CasUereagb, for 
place during the process of making pale the second reading of the Dill to repe^aa 
malt, and that the increase of bulk ws» Act for establishing Regulations respeel* 
only a pretence set up by those unfair ing Aliens arriving in or resident in the 
dealePs who were iii the practice of running kingdom, in cerUin cases, and for sifosti- 
wettings. The clause, he said, woulti tuting other provisions in lieu thereof, fpr 
press very heavily upon the fair dealers, a time to be limited. 

He proposed as an amendment, that,there Lord Archibald HamUon said, he con* 

should be a deduction of one per cent, ceived that the bill was m the prejfent 
only. moment wholly unnecessary, the circiia* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer eaid, stances of the times being mtally difFerent 
that the rate of 5 per cent, had been from what they were at the first ena^ 
adopted in consequence of a satisfactory ment of this bill. The only reason thak 
experiment made by a professor of che- could be urged for its introduction now 
mistry afid a lecturer on agriculture at was, that because we had a war^ alien bill 
Edinbii^h. Ip we should also have a p«#6e one. If the 

Mr. Calvert said, Biat the experiment House tolerated an o^ressive measure of 
of a professor td chemistry, who knew this kind, respecting foreigners, did they 
nothing at all about making i^t, was not ''Uot suppose the chacac^r of the countiy 
to b^put in competition with the expe- foust necessarily sink is the estimatioit m 
rience of a whole kingdom*. ^ * other nations, sgainst whose subject# i| 

Mr. Barclay supported the amendment, was directed i Would the Hous& .qi^at 
He bad obtained the sanie resuk from his such circumstances, arm Uif secritiwy of 
mquiries as the hon. member. * stem with tlie power of sweeping of 

Mr. Harvey supported the araendment, t)i» country, at bis pleixure, idl fqfpmgnere 
and thought a solitary experiment on *8 without reservatioai) be they aliei| fnende 
small scale jvas quitb inconclusive, com* or alwn enehues, mm no matter wWber 
pared with generdl experience, which Aipr residence idmll ]ha»d bei^ long of 
proved that there wtfti no Jnerease of bulk ^o«?t in Great, Briuin i .The nebsteloed 
in iha^ng the spociee of tafi)t,aUmled;|i|^ .fool^a amiAw of ^ oppeeswn to 
if weU n»d»* iihi<*«*»ahen;miM«tp®wd bytlie«coi«i 

Mr. 'Wrand dhpcurr^ witii tht hop* plauami pf itm biB. An elieit 

^hofpoWlast. . , j, 

The CAfliircle^ ^ inm[W ,to and 

the t^rt Totipded, op^ llblltary lm|tily ,jent q^t of ,ilm kingdom. ; 
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seeurity of the country required the ex^t- 
cise of no such severity. If the Crown 
had, as it now bad by tlie common law of 
the land, a power of sending any foreigners 
oat of the. land by proclamation, where 
the necessity of the bill now ^oposed? 
■^hy should this country adopt'a system 
of rigour, whicli no otlier country every 
thought of exercising ? The principle of 
the measuie was in itself so obnoxious, 
that it would be useless to try and modify 
it by iche insertion of any particular clause. 
There was one clause, however, to which 
he would revert—he tKeant that whiih 
authorized the messenger, in whose cus¬ 
tody the alien should be placed, to trans¬ 
mit, if he desired it, a representation of 
his case. But how^ was the prisones to 
compel the mesi^ger to exercise this 
iq>p^ ? It was astonishing that a bill so 
fraught with oppression should have been 
allowed to go to a second reading without 
a statement*of any valid grounds or rea¬ 
sons for it» introduction. So far from 
there being any tlijpg in the circumstances 
of the country to justify such a proceed¬ 
ing, he-rather tlrought that England, in 
the proud situation in which she stood, 
should set the example of liberality to 
other states, than hold out to them an in¬ 
ducement for adopting oppressive measures 
to her own subjects. It was ridiculous to 
say, that she was exposed to the madiina- 
tiou|fi of Foreigners—her insular situation 
rendered her lese exposed than any other 
nation in Europe to the sudden eruption 

an enemy. Impressed with the impo- 
and dangerous tendency of the bill, 

I bp should conclude by moving, as an 
apoendmiqpt to the present motion, '•* That 
the bill ^second time that day 

three montlu.” 

Mr. Addingtm said, there was nothing 
novel in the print^i&of this bill ; but that’ 
it was precisely Use counterpart of a law 
that had received the legislative sancUon 
two ye^rs ago. Little opposition had been 
made to that ^measure, and every djfHculty 
was removed on bis agreeing to introduce 
a claqi^e, that aliens shpold blvO the power 
of appealing to, tbe privy s^ncil. The 
bill werefore was notoew^ ivi^ eitactly 
the nme as that which t% ]^use«haa 
biefiiro thought it expedient to adopt; 
jfidija .they were riglit in pIssisK/tl^ 
bi&in 1614, there were addjpm|ld 
nhiiMu for renewing it at this 
Th^f dot aware; perhaps, tht^l^ti^ 
8 cqosiderable incfel||,|ld 
at^gOes ia/Hits country; they{unoiiioftfd 
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at this time to upwards of 20,000. The 
noble lord had'stated the bill to be most 
severe in its enactments, and altogether 
unjustifiable in principle; but he did not 
think that sufficient attention had been 
paid to the subject. By comparing the 
present bill with the late one, Utis would 
be found not a severe measure. Under 
both bills the alien on his arrival is re¬ 
quired to sign a declaration, stating who 
be is, of what profession, in what ship he 
arrived, and what were his motives for 
coming; he then, under the present bill, 
receives a ceftificate from the inspector at 
the port wheiKJ*he landed. Under the 
war alien bill, he was detained at that port 
till bis arrival was reported to the secre¬ 
tary of state, which was always done, un¬ 
less some respectable merchant had pre¬ 
viously applied in his favour. He was 
then only allowed to proceed to London, 
where He was compelled to take a license 
of residence, the bounds of which, if he 
exceeded by only ten miles, he was liable 
to be thrown into confinement. If he 
wished to remove to any other fiart of the 
kingdom, it was necessary for him to ob¬ 
tain a passport, and a new license for his 
new place of residence. He could not 
quit the kingdtAn without a passporF, and 
miglit be sent out of it without any power 
of appeal. These were the restricticTAs 
unde^ the war alien bill: at pr^nt, after 
receiving a certificate, he was permitted 
to go without restraint to any part of the 
kingdom: no passport was required—no 
licence ; he had only to show his certifi¬ 
cate. It was true, be was subject to be 
sent out of the kingdom, but then h6''had 
a power of appeal to the priv/ council, 
which might fairly be considered a re¬ 
straint on the ri^al prerogative. As to 
the real character of tnis-measure, it was 
notorious that, "according to our common 
law, aud the law of nations, it was«com- 
petent 'to |he 'royal prerogative to order 
an alien out of the country at any time, 
either in fteace or war; and that such 
po:w(|r belon|^4 ^ majesty, according 
to iii^ law or natibnS, he was prepared to 
pTcvb, upbn the authority of PuiFendorf 
aud other jui^s. He was a^are that it 
jmight therefore be asked, as it had been 
bn a fmoier evening,*what was the neces- 
^ for. a. bjll td this nature ? But to ^tbis 
q[uestion be would answer, that alfriodgli 
apowcrbeIonged‘tdtheCr(^lw9'e, 
j|S w^ as in otjier natiofii^ there was.no 
{^Jjidon by our law, ind^wndently of the 
j dBen adt^ how tbdt power ydu to. bb car- 
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tied into efiect. He bad, indeed, con* 
suited many eminent lawyers, and looked 
into various authorities, without being 
able to find any such provision. Hence 
the ena^ment of this bill became neces* 
sary, ip^-der to render tlie authority of 
the execj^tive government effective. Now, 
with regard to the manner in which the 
alien law was executed, he felt convinced, 
.that no charge of rigour could apply to 
his noble relation, or to any of his prede- 
cesMrs in office. This, indeed, was evi* 
dent from the return before the House as 
to the number of aliens sent out of the 
‘country since the law w^as enacted. But 
it was proper to explain one item in that 
return. Bor where it w^s stated that 15 
aliens were sent out of the country, it 
turned out that 6 of these 15 were persons 
who, having been sent away in a former 
year, had again returned; and he himself, 
and his noble relation had reason to believe 
that such was the case in other instances 
mentioned in the return, therefore, the 
House should not judge of tlie number 
actually *sent away, from that stated in 
this return, lie denied the allegation, 
that aliens had been sent out of the coun¬ 
try, at the request of any foreign ambas- 
sadA-, and asserted, that the statement of 
an hon. member, not then in ins place 
(Mr. Baring), with respect to Baudet 
and Labouchere was extsemcly incor¬ 
rect. For so far from any foreign mi¬ 
nister interfering on that occasion, there 
vras at the time alluded to, no jninis- 
ter in England from the pountry to which 
these persons belonged; those persons 
\^eae in fact sent away in consequence of a 
representation from his noble friend, the 
secretary for foreign a^lrs, who although 
he had the power of ordering those per¬ 
sons out of the country, thought proper to 
refer to the home department. The hon. 
m^ber, was therefore egregiously mis¬ 
informed,* and especially in stating that 
these two persons ware seflt; out of the 
country upon my <!ommerpial grounds. 
As to the expense of Ute aUen-office, 
that had been considerably reduced. Upon 
the retirement of Mr. Eeeves, a new* ar- 
rang^ement had ta|ten place. T^ business 
of the alien-o^e Kad been transferred to. 
the office of the home department, several 
stlerks had bean dismissed, and the expense 
M executmg the. alien law was reduced 
irom^iOOOl. to somewhat leas , 

a .year. To the assertion that the re¬ 
enactment qf this law was lili^y to give, 

(WL X^V*)lie c^d not at, 
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all subscribe. Such a circumstance was 
indeed, quite improbable; for this law 
had reference only to political considera¬ 
tions, connected with our domestic inte¬ 
rest : it was also quite improbablt that the 
re-enacttpent of this* law co’uld be dis- 
agreeabfe to our own countrymen. On 
the contrary, he had received from various 
quarters letters from several individuals, of 
whom he had no personal'knowledge, 
strongly recommending the* repewal of 
this measure, stating, indeed, that^minis¬ 
ters would be supine, if they did not bring 
forward the proposition. 

Mr. Btoughim said, he had listened 
with considerable anxiety to hear what 
could be advanced in support of a measure, 
which so depply involved the character of 
this country with foreign nations, but had 
listened in vain. The right lion, gentle¬ 
man, indeed, seemed to think that Tie bad 
made out an unanswerable case, when he 
showed that a similar bill hjid been sanc¬ 
tioned two years ago. But what defence 
was that of an innovation ifpon the com¬ 
mon law of the land, hnd the principles of 
tlic constitution ? Was he to be .told, 
w'hen he complained of a mea.sure which 
violated the ancient legal practice of the 
realm, which set at nought, the wholesome 
provisions of^iur ancestors for the protec ¬ 
tion and liberty of all residing within the 
realm, and which vested an arbitrary 
power in the executive government, that 
that measure was not to be arraigned, 
that no jealousy was to be entertained 
upon the subject, because two years ago a 
similar one was authorized by parliament f 
With all due deference to the argumenta¬ 
tive talents of (he right hon. gentleman, 
he must still venture to think that the* 
practice was not lesa novel,' ^cause it was 
two years old. Waving, however,' for a 
moment all consideration of the bill in a 
constitutional point of view, he should like 
to know what parity there was between 
the present period and that of 1814? 
Was not the war completely over ?, Were 
we itot in a state of profoand peiyce ? On 
the contrary, when the alien bill was 
passed in 1814, they were told (hit though 
peace indeed, had been achieved, there 
was abundant room for alarm, for that the 
eace was nb$ consolidated. France then 
ad a 4arg^ military force, undisbanded^ 
unbroken % any great and signal defeat, 
and the perspn who .hitherto nad wielded 
pof^erful,, hngiae, ;though removed 
prdfih )Prahce| |i#,yet not in that state of 
tnfe. d^ody (iu)t under lc«k .and key if 
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he might so speak), in which he now was. 
The necessity, therefore, of the two periods, 
would bear no comparison. But the right 
hon. ^en^enian seemed to rely also upon 
the- circumstance, that this peace mea« 
sure, as he called it was more lenient than 
the war measure. That might be an argu> 
meet in favour of the bill, if the bill were 
fit to be, tolerated at all; but it was abso¬ 
lutely worth rnothing, so far as it went to 
prove the propriety or expediency of an 
innovation upon the law of the land sub¬ 
jecting all foreigners within the realm to 
the arbitrary will of a minister, to shot^ 
that we had a similar measure in time of 
war, but somewhat severer. What the 
right hon. gentleman should have done, 
would have been to demonstrate the actual 
necessity, and not refer to a past neces¬ 
sity; but an actual necessity was not even 
pretended. The right hon. gentleman 
seemed likewise at a loss to imagine why 
they, on that side of the House, felt so 
much jealousy upon the subject, and in 
order to convince th^ House that there was 
no ground for jealousy at all, lie quoted 
the authority ofPuffendorf. Puffendorf! 
a Swede, a writer upon the law of nations, 
a jurist, brought in by the right bon. gen¬ 
tleman Ito decide upon a question of muni¬ 
cipal law, to determine whether it was 
compatible with the British constitution, 
of which he knew nothing, of which he 
could know nothing, that aliens should be 
sub^cted to certain restrictions!—[Hear, 
liear3 1 He wa^a little astonished indeed 
to bear Puffendorf appealed to by the hon. 
gentlemen opposite, for he remembered 
4>nie ;{reara ago, when a question which 
really involved the principles of public law 
‘ was agitateds- House, when they 

had to discuss the legitimacy of an attack, 
carrying war and devastation into a friendly 
foreign state, Suffendorf was quoted 

to show what were the great maxims of 
the law of nations, as applicable to that 
particular case, the answer from the other 
side of Ute Hoijse was, what! wouli^ you 
have us %tnk*m this great- struggle upon 
tlie autl^rity of PuTOndorf; would you 
have^ us go to the bottom wi^ Puffen¬ 
dorf in our pockets; would yotl have bs 
perish^ because Pu&ndorf haa d^Iared, 
jhat we Ipd no right to do what we did? 
A,Puffendorf, however, hewifhed tb 
bo understood as speakuig with ml that 
dcfci^hce'and respect to which his 
authorii^ As a juriA, entitled him 
but *the hon. ^nUeman might 
well hav(i qdoWd the Aoran, the Talmud, ] 
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or the Levitical law, to support his areu- 
ment, as to plead his Puffendorf. For nis 
own part, he should go to different and to 
better authorities; he would cite the com¬ 
mon law and the statute law y^f these 
realms, and call upon the right non. gen¬ 
tleman and his hon. and learned: friends 
who sat near him, to declare what other 
law there was upon the subject, and upon 
what grounds the novel and alarming pro¬ 
position rested, that the king, as a matter 
of right, in a time of peace, could seize 
the person of a peaceable alien foreigner, 
residing within the realm, and send him 
out of the country. It was contrary, in 
his opinion, to Magha Charta, and to the 
Habeas Corpus act. By the 30tb chapter 
of Magna Charta, important privileges 
were given to merchant strangers residing 
in this realm. They had full power to 
enter it, to sojourn therein, to tarry, to 
move about, and to go out of it, as tliey 
listed, unless prevented by a public pre¬ 
vious prohibition. He perceived that tim 
hon. gentleman opposite seemed to atfach 
some important meaning to the latter 
words, ** a public previous prohibition,” 
as if they made for their arguments; but 
he would remind tliem of the expo^tlon 
of those words by one of the most pro¬ 
found ednstitutionai lawyers, and the most 
learned to in a technical sense, which the 
jurisprudence of tliis country could boast. 
He alluded to lord Coke, and his interpre¬ 
tation of the words public^ prohibiti was, 
prohibiting by act of parliament. That 
authority he regarded as a complete con¬ 
firmation of Ins argument, and put an 
end to all doubt upon the subject. *¥{e 
would not, however fatigue the House by 
going into questions oF law, because lie 
was utterly at a loss to conceive upon 
what ground such an assertion had been 
hazarded. The law,, in his opinion, was 
*thp same for British subjects and foreigsiers 
so far as respected personal liberty, though 
(he latter were certainly under some re¬ 
strictions with regard to property. Tiie 
right boh. gchtletnan seemed surprised 
that 'Ofy olfence should be taken at th« 
slight impediments, which it was proposed 
to fasten Upon the aliens who might choose 
to come into this country. According to 
tbe right lion, gedtlemah, they might enter 
Aban they pleased, go where tliey chose, 
anff remain as long as they wished, liro* 
irfded'only that they baci a cernffcate 
fr^'&eAtlen-olBce. “ Provided 6hl/*— 
‘audlfiat i^t'dviaren Was, in itself, a suffi¬ 
cient gl-iev&nce, since the trpirff of (he act 
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was to shut our ports against the admis¬ 
sion of all strangers, unless they obtained 
such a certificate. But what followed? 
After he had received his certificate, it 
was true he might go from place to place 
without^assports; happily they were not 
known in this country; but was it nothing 
that be was liable at any moment to be 
taken up without notice, to be placed in 
the custody of a king’s messenger, and 
within a limited time to be sent out of the 
country ? Was all that nothing ? What a 
mockery it was to say he might move' 
about, that he miglit go* from London 
■ to York, if he chose; when before he 
got half way there, *nay before he 
reached Barnet, perhaps, the Crown 
stepped in upon the information of some 
malignant or interested person (the case 
was supposable, and that was epough for 
his argument),, and instead of allowing 
him to proceed whither his affairs might 
call him, he was hurried out of the king¬ 
dom. Would the right hon. gentleman 
Aotttond that a liability to such hardships 
was a mere nothing? Would not the 
existence of such restraints greatly affect 
the number of strangers who might other¬ 
wise enter the country? Would not foreign 
ponVrs entertain strong feelings upon the 
subject ? He bad no hesitation in saying, 
that the effects of the present bill would 
be heard and felt by our merchants abroad, 
by the subjects of this realm, whether 
travelling for health, or tarrying for plea¬ 
sure, and if remonstrances shopjd be 
made, it would be pleaded in answer, 
“ England treats our subjects the same, 
can you wonder that we should reta¬ 
liate ?”*-The impolicy of the measure was 
hardly less than its unconstitutional cha¬ 
racter. The British empire had always 
been regarded as that spot in civilized 
Europe, where every man was secure in 
his j)roperty, his liberty, and his opinions,, 
no matter what country gave him birth. 
History attested, that whed persecution 
drove the inhabitant of the. south of 
France, of the Low Counft-iea, of the 
north of Italy, from their habitations, our 
hospitable snores were crowded with>re> 
fugees, who sought here that freedom and 
that safety which their native land denied 
to, them. They sought it, and they found 
brought their wealth, where 
they had any, and they brought wbaA, 
pertmps, was mo^ valuable, their industry 
and skill, which they poured into our lap. 
The asylum whieh our humanity granted 
they aipply repaid. Were we, then, now 
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prepared to abandon that mild, and liberal, 
and humane policy, which had earned for 
US so honourable and glorious a distinc¬ 
tion, and by fettering the alien foreigner 
with restrictions, or suspending penalties 
over his head, render,even this country no 
longer his secure refuge in the moment of 
his calamity? [Hear, hear!]. Even in 
recent times, and he appealed to the know¬ 
ledge of many who heard him, there had 
been actually remittances tnade to this 
country by persons abroad, ih conse¬ 
quence of apprehensions of violence on 
account of religious differences. He did 
not name any particular state, because he 
did not wish to mingle a very important 
question with the one then before them: 
but the fact was undoubted, that large 
Slims had been so remitted, in the confi¬ 
dent expectation that they to whom they 
belonged might enjoy here, as formerly, 
the full benefit and protection of English 
laws. Upon that ground, therefore, but . 
more especially upon the ground of reta¬ 
liation which our own subjects might ex¬ 
pect from foreign powers, he would ear¬ 
nestly solicit the attehtion of government, 
and earnestly entreat them not to pass the 
present bili*. The right hon. gentleman, 
and others, who had advocated the mea¬ 
sure, talked much about the advantage 
wliich aliens enjoyed under the act, of ap¬ 
pealing to the privy council. Now what 
was the nature and value of that appeal ? 
An example is arrested on malicious mo¬ 
tives ; some ‘individual, concealing these 
motives, denounces him t» the secretary of 
state fur foreign affairs as a dangerous 
person, and fabricates some story to that 
effect: the secretary of state, all eyes and 
ears, receives the story , und the result of, 
the ex-parte statemsn'r isj''tffat this dan¬ 
gerous person is ordered to be taken into 
custody. The alien is then served with a 
notice in English, wffich he is not bound 
by the act of parlialtnent to understand, 
and which no act of parliament can make 
him understand, and he is then at liberty 
to appeal to the privy co^ciiiu here it 
would be supf oseu that counsel wOuld at 
least be allowed to speak for him;^ut no! 
he (Mr.rBrougbam) could state on the 
very highest law authority, and from a very 
late case, that counsel was not allowed; 
no examination face to face, no cross-exa¬ 
mination ; a mhre ex-parte statement was 
received, and the secretary of state, who 
> could not be questioned, acted on his sic 
vtioj sic jubeo s' nothing could be 
In a very 1^ ^ts^nce, a judge, 
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to for a habeas corpus, stated that it was 
impossible it could be granted. Better 
abolish the clause of appeal altogether, for 
the protection it would afford was per¬ 
fectly nugatory—it was a mere mockery. 
The bill should rather come out,in all its 
premature deformity, with all its first re¬ 
volting features, with all its array of arbi¬ 
trary injustice, than receive a disguise that 
signified not]iing in ameliorating its opera¬ 
tion, but only allowed it to work with 
more insidious effect under the semblance 
of qualifying and redeeming provisions.— 
Then came the justification of the present 
measure from the mildness with which the 
powers granted under a former act were 
exercised. Only one or two persons, it 
was said, had any reason to compiaii\ of 
severity; and as there was no abuse of 
power formerly, therefore wc now should 
grant power that was liable to be abused. 
But were two cases of in justice in sending 
persons out of the kingdom to be consi¬ 
dered of triflipg importance ? Suppose two 
Englishmen, instead of two aliens, had 
been so treated by % minister of this coun¬ 
try, would he not have deserved impeach¬ 
ment for his conduct? But,here it was 
again pleaded that those merchants were 
not banished from this kingdom on the 
application of flic ambassador of their own 
state, because there was no resident mi¬ 
nister from that state here at the time 
when this tyrannical exercise of authority 
was practised, and that, therefore, the ad¬ 
ministration wa^ not on this occasion made 
the instrument of gratifying the miklice of 
foreign governments on those of their sub- 
Ijects who had taken refuge under the pro¬ 
tection of ours. This might be the case: 
but was th^e^’SiAjvould ask, no other in¬ 
ference? Did not the minister of some 
other foreign state apply for the banish¬ 
ment of those individuals ? Supposing, 
however, that therc^ had been no instance 
of Oppressive severity—supposing that, as 
the right hon. gentleman declared, there 
were the best reasons of state policy for 
the actlio w1ii6b he alluded, still thfs pre¬ 
vious ^nildness in the employment of 
powers that were capable of being exerted 
lor the purpose of oppression, lenstituted 
no reason why these powers should be con¬ 
tinued, and afforded no guarantee against 
abuse in titeir future exfircise. *Because 
no violMit injustice had beeb committed, 
becadse ministers had found no occasion, 
or no inclination to indict penalties 
open foreigners in tunes past, by sending 
them thb kingdotn'wberc they ex-' 
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creised their professions, or conducted 
their commercial business, therefore the 
right honourable author of this bill re¬ 
quired us to surrender Magna Charta and 
the Habeas Corpus act!—But tj^ House 
was informed that this measure was neces¬ 
sary on account of the great nrmber of 
aliens now in this country, whom it might 
be dangerous to leave under the common 
authorities, and subject to the common 
operation of law only. There were 20,000 
aliens (a population equal to that of some 
of the continental states), and therefore it 
was ncccssarylto pass an alien act. Their 
great number purely could be no reason 
why they should be oppressed, as it held 
out no probability that they could become 
dangerous. Wc bad twelve millions of 
native inhabitants in Great Britain, and 
yet we never apprehended that their num¬ 
bers would set them aboVe the laws, or 
aftbrd any pretext for narrowing their 
liberties. There were 10,000 Irishmen 
in Liverpool, there were 100,000 Irisjj- 
men in London and other parts of Eng¬ 
land, but we never thought of aiming the 
government with extraordinary powers 
against them. According, however, to 
the mode of reasoning adopted the 
supporters of the bill, we should take pre¬ 
cautions against the Irish, who were in¬ 
finitely more numerous than our alien 
friends, anchpass a similar act for regulat¬ 
ing their entrance and egress into and out 
of England. The right hon. gentleman 
bad advanced the extraordinary position, 
that he was nott bound to show that the 
foundation of his bill was laid in law, ji^- 
tice, and reason; but that the proof m its 
oppression and inexpediency rested with 
those who opposed it, thus laying the onus 
of making out a case against the measure 
on his (Mr. B.*s) honourable friends near 
him, instead of attempting such a justifi¬ 
cation as would render opposition in^ec- 
tual. He w^uld say, however,* that it was 
the right hon. gentleman’s business to 
make out « defence for his bill. It be¬ 
longed to him who proposed to alter the 
stat^f our laws to point out the reason, 
wSdom, and necessity, of the changes he 
contemplated. He had not dope so in any 
degree; he had not stated one reason for 
adopting a iireasure sd oppressive; he bad 
not removed one objection. On these 
grounds he would oppose the bill, e^n as 
modelled' into its peace form; be would 
not accept even {be mild dose of the right 
bon. gentleman. The war alien bill could 
be defended only on the grouhd of necea- 
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sity. We were now in profound peace; 
we incurred no danger tram any number 
of alien friends that might seek admit¬ 
tance into this country. 'There was there¬ 
fore no justification of the present bill— 
not even ^shadow of reason in its favour. 
It should idbc reprobated and opposed by 
every one who had any regard for justice, 
who had any reverence for the constitu¬ 
tion of his country, who bad any respect 
for its ancient laws and liberties, and who, 
extending his views to the character which 
the nation to which he belongs enjoys 
pmong other states, had any anxiety that 
the estimation of England should stand 
high among foreigners. 

The Solicitor-General said, that being 
called upon by his hon. and learned friend 
to explain his opinions on the laws afiect- 
ing aliens, he would answer the appeal by 
a few observatiotfe. His hon. and learned 
friend had requested him to declare whe¬ 
ther he considered the king to have the 
p^wer of regulating the conduct of aliens 
in tills country, or sending them out of it, 
as provided for in the bill under the dis¬ 
cussion of the House, independently of 
the enactments of that bill I He did not 
hesitate to answer that he had not such a 
powef. Indeed, had this* been the case, 
the present bill would have been useless. 
It would be absurd to make a statute 
where we had the authority ^f common 
law. This measure was therefore pro¬ 
posed to supply the defect of the law as it 
now stood; and to grant the king a power 
which by the common law was not within 
tli^oyal prerogative. The king had the 
powe^ W proclamation to prohibit the 
entrance of aliens into the realm, or to 
send them out of it [Hear, hear! from the 
opposition benches]. He did not mean to 
say, that his majesty could by virtue of 
his prerogative deport aliens, or forcibly 
sen^them out of the country; but he 
could ordep them to leave it, and if they 
disobeyed, he could indict them for dis¬ 
obedience to his commands. • Disobedi¬ 
ence to the authority of a prochunation 
was an indictable offence as much as dis¬ 
obedience to the command of an act *of 
parliament,, which contained in itself no 
specific penalties for enforcing it. He 
would state the rehsons on which this 
opinion was grounded. No alien bad a 
ngM to come and reside in this country 
without the consent of the state. % An 
alien in many respects wqa different from 
a natural-born subject, pardculmly in his 
jprivilegcs, And the poir^ that the atate 


May 10, IbKi. [442 

had over him. The alien had nothing 
but temporary residence; and though in 
some respects he was a subject, in others 
he was not. When he chose to leave the 
realm, the state had no power th detain 
him; and, after he had gone, 'it had no 
power to recall him, as it would a natural- 
born subject. If a natural-born subject 
left bis country, his allegiance was still 
due to its government; he might be sum¬ 
moned again to its service, and if found 
in the ranks of its enemies, might bu con¬ 
sidered as a rebel, and punished accord¬ 
ingly. The native could enter his coun¬ 
try at all times: he had a right to do so. 
The alien had none. It belonged to the 
state to admit or to reject his claim of 
admission. If this authority resided in 
the state, as it did, in what quarter was it 
placed ? Did it exist in the legislature?— 
No : it belonged to the executive to eiv 
force the laws [Hear, hear!]. He ad¬ 
hered to this, and would establish it by 
analogy. Wlio exercised power ov’er a 
natural-born subject ?—the king. If he 
wished to leave the ^iogdoin, who had 
the power of preventing him ?—king. 
If he was a\;sent, what recalled him ?— 
the king’s proclamatiou. If be did not 
obey the proclamation, in whose *name 
was his property seized, and his punish¬ 
ment awarded?—in the king’s. On the 
same principle that the king exercised 
this authority over natural-born subjects 
with regard to their entering or leaving 
the realm, he 'could admit aliens into the 
country, refuse them admittance, or or¬ 
der them to depart. The hon. and learned 
gentleman had rested his argument on 
the enactment of Magna Charta with re¬ 
gard to merchant stranggQN«k.£te had ex¬ 
tended too much tliciheariing of that sta¬ 
tute. The charter indeed enacted, that 
merchant strangers should be allowed to 
’enter and to exercise, the trade without 
molestation or hindrance, unless publicly 
prohibited. This did not, however, refer 
to all aliens, nor did it mean to protect 
those whom it concerned f?oiti tbe^power 
of the king, bub merely from the v^ation 
of his subjects. At that time a great jea-. 
lousy prevailed with regard to the admis- 
I sion of aliens, particularly among the cor- 
orations and trades, whose profitLmight 
e reduced by copapetition with forngners. 
If this was n'bt the proper intqrpretatioii 
of the ^tute, why were merchant stran¬ 
gers mentioned instead of strangers in 
general ? or why did it protect merchants 
iuone^ instead tn idiens indiscrintuiately ^ 
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Was there any authority in support of 
doctrines he had stated ? He might 
appeal to Mr. Justice Biackstone, who 
would be allowed by the hon. and learned 

S entlethan to be well ac()uainted with 
lagna (Charts, ^lis opinion was stated 
in his Coniineiitaries, and the purport of 
it was, that so long as alieus conducted 
themselves in the spirit of the laws, they 
were 'allowed to reside in this kingdom, 
but tl»at fbey were li^le to be sent out 
of iti when the king should think it expe¬ 
dient to exercise his prerogative. He 
might add to the authority of this learned 
Judge that of a law authority in 1705. He 
alluded to an opinion given by sir Edward 
Northey, - attorney-general in queen 
Anne's reign, and he did, not think his 
authority should be the less valued, or 
the more distrusted, on account of the 
ofBoial situation which he held, as it did 
not necessarily interfere with his impar¬ 
tiality. But he thought proper to say he 
attached no^particular value to the opinion 
of any person purely on the ground of 
that person being^ law officer. The au¬ 
thority *of such an opinion depended 
solely bn the knowledge the individual 
was supposed to have of the law. But 
when a person was placed In an oflicial 
situation, it certainly was his indispensable 
and sacred duty to look neither to the 
.oight hand nor to the lefl, not to be bias¬ 
sed by what he might know were the 
wishes of the Crown, but to give his opi¬ 
nion as sacred as a judge. In several 
provinces, wMbre no legislative authority 
was established, such os was in this coun¬ 
try, the king bad that authority. Ac¬ 
cordingly, in the province of Maryland, 
certain Jesuits, of whom some 

were aliens and ^ome British subjects, 
having come for the purpose of establish¬ 
ing coUeges anr^ making proselytes, two 
questions were put to sir ;£dward Nertbey 
respecting what should be done. The 
first question was of ntfvimportance, but 
the second was—** lo what manner shall 
thesemers6n£ be sent oft'?** iW answer 
whicy that celebrated lawyer gave, was, 
that if they were aliens, not made deni¬ 
zens .nor naturalized, her ifij||iasty might 
by law compel them to depart Maryland, 
tbm^ she had no right! to dispose of 
Britm subjects in that paanner.* He (the 
•olUntor<fgeneral) %va8 not a ware, of th& 
ri^ i being denied by any law writer, 
tbw^ be&ould be very happy in bei||g 
cMVMtad tt be was wrong. He ther^Swe 
con^illMi ibflt \)y the Gotnmua law the 
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king was entitled to exercise this right. 
He can order, them to go by his procla¬ 
mation, and in case of their disobedience, 
they can afterwards be punished. He 
agreed that it did not follow tlmt because 
an act was necessary in war, it/was neces¬ 
sary now when we were in a stpte of pro¬ 
found peace, but while he would allude 
to former acts passed on this subject, he 
certainly thought the present proposed 
measure was a very wise and politic mea¬ 
sure. In the year 1793. wlien the revo¬ 
lutionary spirit, which had in France 
overturned the most venerable fabrics of 
antiquity, thr^ened to overwhelm all 
that was sacred or valuable in other coun¬ 
tries, ibis act was first passed. Though 
there was sufficient grounds one would 
naturally have thought then to justify 
the act, yet it met with as violent opposi¬ 
tion as the present one.did. Subsequent 
events, be tliought had now convuiccd 
the country of the salutary efi'ects that 
had been produced by the act. About 
two years ago its renewal was opposed* on 
the same grounds as now, namely, that 
from our being in peace and amity with 
the whole world, we bad no cause of 
alarm, and that such an act would only 
disgrace our statute book. And ^t the 
astonishing occurrences of a short period 
after this opposition were such, as to in¬ 
duce the House to have recourse to the 
war act. He therefore decidedly'.ap¬ 
proved of -the continuance of the act as 
a v^y proper measure. It was true, that 
the present w%8 a time of peace, and he 
trusted it would long continue to be so. 
But though the great revolution srsneh 
bad occurred, had now si\bsided, though 
the agitations of public feeling had been 
calmed, he could not think every mis¬ 
chievous principle was eradicated from 
the mind. He, for one, could never sup¬ 
pose that the awful pccurrenccs of twenty- 
five years were to be removed by the 
mere signefture of a treaty, and that things 
were Instqptly toVeturn to their ordinary 
cbatmal. .solely on account of that signa- 
turow' The revolutionary spirit had in- 
!dbed been q,uelled. but it still existed, 
land wascroimliing to wait a proper op¬ 
portunity of .okowing its bicieous form 
PHear, ^ar !]. As this country had, by 
the energy of its councils and the bravery 
of its arms, risen tp a»heigbt unparkllt^ed 
,ia its history, and acquii«a the possession 
,4^ Jaestiraame blessings, be .certainly dc- 
i^preoated the taoa of our ggain exposing 
tiusse blosimgs Ip danger by a want of 
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precaution. It was said, no doubt, that 
this power might be abuseS. He admit* 
ted, that power in every case was liable 
to abuse. Many persons, it was well 
known, to this country, or miglit 

cohic to n, under assumed mercantile 
characters^ who were eo^niies to the 
country. It was true, we had no alien 
enemies at present, and it had therefore 
been urged that we were pressing a mea¬ 
sure against alien friends. But Ic* it be 
remembered, this was a bill to guard us 
against those who might assume the cha* 
racter of alien friends, wlyle their designs 
were the overthrow of oU* happy consti- 
tutionr. He conceived, unless the House 
thought they were now arrived at a period 
when precaution was no longer necessary, 
that so far from any possible harm result¬ 
ing from the bill, it would, on the contrary, 
be productive of much good, and as such 
it met with his support. 

Sir Samuel RomUly said, that he tose, 

^ nokfor the purpose of'following his learned | 
fricnd*through all the important legal dis¬ 
cussions info which he had entered, but 
rather to bring back the debate to 
the merits of the bill. Its merits, in bis 
opinioi^ did not much defend upon the 
common law right of the Crown over 
aliens, and be should think it a misfor¬ 
tune if the debate were to be carried on 
exclusively by persons of his firofesiiion. 
The bill must be decided on with a view 
to general policy and expediency, and 
it was desirable to have its merits dis¬ 
cussed by statesmen rather* than by law- 
yersji^ When he said this, however, 
it was'*Tto| for the purpose of avoiding 
giving an opinion on the important ques¬ 
tion which had been discussed, and b^ 
had DO hesitation in saying that in his 
opinion the king had not the power in 
time of peace, to send by his prerogative 
aliens «ut of the country. He knew of, 
no authority* for that doctrint^; for the 
loose dictum of Mr. Justice Blackstonc, 
stated without reference to a«y ^other 
book, though for almost every other pro¬ 
position in his work he thought it neces^ 
sary to quote his authorities, could not be 
considered as.entit]ed to any weight; and 
as to the opinion of ^Jr. Edward Northey 
which had been cited, he protested 
against producing such authoritijss on 
grdtt constitution^ points, as the opinions 
of attorneys and soncitors-gcneral^ 
at the instance of a secretary of state or 
of any other ministers. If such U prac¬ 
tice were introduced, it would not be dif- i 
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ficult, by ransacking the repositories of tho 
secretary of state, and of the council-of¬ 
fice, to find ahlhoriiy for the most dan>- 
gerous doctrines. • 

The Solidtor-Generql stated that be 
quoted the opinion from print—-from Mr. 
Chalmers’s book. 

Sir Samuel RomiUy said, he supposed 
that Mr. Clialmers ‘must have got the 
opinion from those repositories! He did 
not recollect that sir Edward Nofthey’a 
was considered as a name of thuch 
weight in the profession: he recollected, 
indeed, that he had been attorney^eneral 
under several administrations, and that be 
is mentioned by dean Swift, though not 
very respectfully; but among legal au¬ 
thorities, he did not remember ever before 
to have beard his name mentioned. 

To turn from these topics, however, he 
would desire the House in the first place 
to consider what individuals come within 
the operation of the bill. Ris learned 
friend seemed to have altogethir diistaken 
the object of the bill;, for he supposed 
that it was framed raeffcly to present fo¬ 
reigners from entering in future into the 
country, witbsut the permission of his 
majesty's government, and therefore he 
had described it as a bill to prevent alien 
enemies from coming amongst us under 
the mark of alien friends; whereas the' 
bill extends not merely to persons here¬ 
after coming into this country, but to 
20,000 individuals already domiciled here; 
many of whom have reside^ amongst us 
for many years, have carried on business 
here, have here fixed their families and 
their establishments, have all their pro¬ 
perty in England, have married iqto Eng¬ 
lish families, apd have njjute-Wc^ind their 
country and their home. He could not 
better point out to the House who were 
the persons who would fall under the 
control of this bill, t!*an by mention¬ 
ing the difficulties which jiis majesty's 
ministers at present threw in the way of 
all natuij^lizations. , The llouge^of Lords 
thought proper some years ago |(he 
thought not veiy constitutionaliy)^ to 
make a standing order, that no bill of na¬ 
turalization snould be read in their House 
a second time till there had been produced 
a certificate from the secretary of state, 
that the person named in it was a proper 
subject to be naturalized. The «way on 
whvh the secretary of state exercised this 
tiiscr^ion at present was, by refusing his 
certificate in almost all' cases, and that fiir 
no other Tebonitein thdt persons natura- 
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Ifzed wefe released from the restraints of 
alien bills. A very extraorfinary case of 
Cfiis kind had come latd^'^ his know¬ 
ledge mofessionally: a gentleman, a "na¬ 
tive 'pf Oermahy, who came to this 
^ 'poantry when he^was only eleyen years 
had resided in England for fifty years, 
'Acquired considerable property, and 
of it was in England. He 
''#i^‘^engaged in business, and had been 
; many years concerned in the flax 
' tri^e; An act passed for the encourage- 
of that trane in the reign of Chanes 
' fte Second declared, that' persons Vin- 
' i^agad in it for three years should have 
^ all the-rights of natuini subjects. In these 
'' - circundstances afrtend of his devised to him 
and another peraop real pstt^es of the yalue 
'' of S6();000/., up'On trust to sell them and 
pay le^cies and' debts. He contracted 
tb ^1 them, and tlien fbr the first time it 
’wasV'^’Soyered that the act of Charles the 
' 'Second h^ not completely naturalized 
‘‘ ‘ ‘hhti^ and t^pt he could not therefore make 
a good title to t^e estate to those who 
' had purchased tbym. He applied to the 
SECretaiy of state for his certificate, in 
order that an act of natur(*lizatian .might 
lie passed, and though all these facts were 
stated in his memorial, and’ he produced 
a certificate of his loyalty and good cha- 
■'■Racier, signed by many members of par¬ 
liament and respectable merchants, his 
application was reftised. He could specify 
many cases of a similar arbitrary nature, 
though none quite so bad as this. Let 
ilot the House believe they were merely 
‘‘-'tvHed on to vote against the introduction 
f .'df too many foreigners into this country. 
'*'^his was a view of the question be parti- 
Pulariy —< to avoid. The re¬ 

turns of -aliens ni^e to the House was the 
' best criterion to decide this question by 
In war there pas above 18,000 in the 
country, find at, present there was oniy 
152,000. It Was impossible the House 
could know the grounds on which the bill 
stood, if the assertion of the noble lord, 
tliai^ie ebutd state a much stroifger case 
' for {he enactment of the hill now than in 
' the year 1814, waa tb- be credited 
fHear]. If he had any aitfdt case, why 
had he not stated it-? Hut thp fact was, 
id 1814 the number'oTalieiia was 21,616, 
’ and now it was 22,619, maktD|f abiftcrease 
of one* thousand and three souls, mehr 
sVtmcten, and children [Hear!^*' -This;' 
bif^doobt was a very strong to 

ai»e'4be expmasion of the noble lord, a 
much atro^er case than in 1814 {|.4 
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laugh}. It was taiid.by the right hon. 
gentleman' f Mr,- ilddtUgton ), that he had 
reason to believe that soon there would 
be a great increase of foreigners coming 
to this country. On what wa^.thts sup¬ 
position founded ? Did miniscsrs foresee 
any change in the state of EuijOpe which 
would cause strangers to seek that liberty 
here which they were bereaved of at 
home? The right hon. gentleman had 
spoken mysteriously, and probably he 
might have mistaken him. The4dll,'how¬ 
ever, was nothing more than a' prepara¬ 
tion on out*’ part to exclude from our 
shores such individuals as might be driven 
^ necessity to seek some freedom here 
[Hear, hear!].. 

He must say that he was not at all satis¬ 
fied with the explanation given respecting 
the case of the two dutch merchants. 
The right hon. gentleman had said, that 
the direction for sending them aw'ay had 
come from the foreign ofiicc, but the noI)le 
lord, the secretary for the foreign depart¬ 
ment, had never yet denied that he bad in¬ 
terfered at the instance of a foreign mi¬ 
nister. It was said that the law bad been 
mildly used. He did not deny that, ns far 
as numbers went, the powers of the act 
did not appear to have been abusbd; but 
while he gave ministers credit for this, he 
would ask the House, what occasion there 
was for the bill being now passed, when 
the removal of aliens from this country 
since 1798 to the present day was so rare ? 
Wgg it owing to more danger being appre¬ 
hended now while in peace, than when the 
revolutionary pbrenzy of France was at 
its height ? It was proved satisfactory in 
one case, that ministers had abused their 
^wer, he meant the case of Bercnger. 
They had seized his papers under the 
alien bill, and then given them over to be 
used against him in a criminal prosecution, 
timugb neither under the alien bilj nor by 
the common law had the secretary of state 
any rightVhatever to seize his papers. It 
had been asserted, indeed, in that House, 
tfaijlt <es '*he waa > cliarged with a misde- 
m<i^tK,r, his piq>et8 might be seized; but 
ttaa emttivary was solemnly decided in the 
case af Entiek e. Carrington.* 

The ' a&nireble^ judgawnt of lord 
Camden in diis case had lately .been pub¬ 
lished. in tl^ New Edition of the State 
Trials, a Work edited with such ’jiidg* 
ment, learning, andjndustry, as to be an 

t . . " *" '* ' , ii , II - —— 

* See Howdl’s State Triab, No. 54L 
Vol. xiX| p. 1030. ,0 
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invsduoble addition to our stock of know¬ 
ledge, both in History apd Law ; and the 
recent death of ttie editor of which (Mr. 
Howell) could not but be considered as a 
great pj^blic loss.* 

The papers of an alien were as sacred 
as those of a natural subject, and it was 
obviou8*what an engine of oppression 
would be put into the hands of ministers 
if they would nut only send avraf aliens 
at the instance of foreign ministers, but 
also seize and examine their papers. So 
little was i( thought at the peace of 
Amiens that the king would send fo- 
•rcigners back to their own country, which 
is" what Mr. Justice ^ckstone asserts, 
that when by that treaty it was stipulated 
that persons charged with murder, forgery, 
and fraudulent bankruptcy, should be 
mutually delivered upit was found ne¬ 
cessary to have •recourse to parliament to 
enable the Crown to perform that stipu¬ 
lation. In the year 1803, when 1,700 
persons were ordered by his majesty’s 
proclamation to leave the country, and 
when th»y had gone, were refused admis¬ 
sion to France, and had again to return 
here, these, persons conducted tli^m- 
selvcs'with the utmost propriety after their 
retuSn; but what must have been the con¬ 
sequence had they been received in France 
w'hile the republican system was carrying 
on under Robespierre? Could any man 
doubt that they would have been sent to 
the scaffold i He himself Jknew a very 
worthy man, a teacher in this cupntry, 
who, on a misrepresentation, was ordered 
to leave the country, but fortunately 
fdwq^^ means to get the order counter¬ 
manded. This misrepresentation was 
afterwards found to have been given by a 
rival teacher. And certainly had the 
order not been annulled, the pour man 
must have been sent to poverty and beg¬ 
gar;^, as his whole existence depended on • 
his teaching here. It was said there was 
a power of appeal, that povfer of appeal 
alone lay with the Ibrds of the privy 
eouncil, who,, on the individuin making an 
excuse for his conduct-, were to judge 
whether that excuse^ was valid or not. 
The individual, let it*be observed, was to 
prove the hegativp of the charges brought 
against him. But'*how was he to know 
these charges ? And how was he to de- 
£pod himself without such knowledge? A 


^ A continuation of this Work is now 
in the Press, edited by ihe Son of the 
above named genilemab.. 

(VOL. XXXIV.) 
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man, fbr example, might charge anothe r 
with saying that he wished tlie French 
much suc^ilh. and he would be very 
happy to see Buonaparte carried in 
triumph through the streets of London. 
Well, the accused dieing sent for, was 
unable *to defend himself If gmlty, be 
might suspect the cause of his being sent 
for, and thus apologize for himself so &r; 
but if innocent, his case-was tlieibore em¬ 
barrassing. Yet this was wllat ^as called 
a power of appeal! Pcriiaps the individual 
knew not our language, and thot^b he 
might find some of the lords of the privy 
council who could talk French, he migKt 
belong to a country, the lajtguage of 
which was unknown to any of them. Such 
a case re^qired not to be dwelt on; it 
spoke for itself, and he therefore thought 
it was better at once to strike out that 
clause altogether. He was astonished 
that his hon. and learned friend had not 
remarked that the act estqldished every 
man a foreigner, and threw on him the 
burthen to prove that he' was not so. 
This proof it was vj many cases difficult 
to afford. For instance, if a parson were 
naturalized by having resided seven years 
in a British’plantation, or if be had been 
born abroad of a British subject, how 
would he, in many cases, be able to esta¬ 
blish the fact ? Even when a man was a 
native of this country, it was freauentiy a 
matter of the utmost possible difficulty to 
prove it. This provision of the act, there¬ 
fore, was so Repugnant fo all justice, that 
lie was surpriseo his hon. ahd learned friend 
bad not noticed it. His hon. and learned 
friend had argued, that because the oppo¬ 
sition to the bill in 1793 was unfounded, 
that therefore the ought not < 

to be opposed. Tb?tl!ases, however, were 
very different. Mr. Pitt would never have 
ventured to propose such a measure in a 
time of profound peace; but his majesty’s 
jiresent ministers had not the same scruples 
or apprehensions; they at once ruSbeu in 
where Mr. Pitt would not have dared to 
tread?. Every writer on the* British con¬ 
stitution bad expatiated, on the ^berality 
with which tlie British laws treated fo¬ 
reigners. * Even in the dark ages of our 
history this wise policy was prevalent. 
By a statute of the 27th of Edward 3rd, 
merchaet'Strangers and others were libe¬ 
rally encouraged to visit tius country. 
An act of Queen Ahoe, though not of long 
'doratioB, oaturalmed. all protestant fo¬ 
reigners. In the commencement of* the 
reign of Dliaihetb, when circumstmices 
(2G) 
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I^Qced a bitter spirit of hostility between 
tills country Spain, the same liberal 
policy was evinced. Now,^pwever, this 
countrjr, it seemed, was always to have to 
alien bill ki war, and an alien bill in peace, 
'un the' proposition for the latter to 
l^pe^l to the former as the standard of 
l^c^per .restraint on the subject; in com* 
P^iSjon with which if a milder measure 
tvete peace, it was main- 

tajnecl.by the noble lord , and his friends 
that it dilght to be allowed to pass with- 
opposition. He tru^ed, however, 
tliwt parliament would not consent, in 
tidie of such public .security as the pre¬ 
sent, again to, depart from the liberal 
policy of our ancestors on this subject. 

Lord Castlereagh stM^, (hat having been 

{ mf'ticularly called upon by the bon. and 
e^rne4 gentleman w^ho had just sat down, 
he beggetj leave to trouble the House with 
a ol^s^yiitions in the present stage of 
the n^OBurp' under their consideration. 
Certainly, th*c hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man haft vei^^ naturally and very fairly 
called oh the persomby whom the bKl had 
been introduced int? parliament, to ex¬ 
plain the policy on which it proceeded: 
thp more especially, as on a fbrmer night 
that person-had undertaken to-satisfy the 
House of the expediency of the measure 
wiienever be might be required to do so. 
In arguing this question, it would be neces¬ 
sary to compare the policy of the present 
measure with the policy ;which had dic¬ 
tated forqier roeaiaures of a Kinilai; nature, 
i(nd tp show (hat there tyas a correspond- 
e^e ,ip the general spirU in whicji all had 
orji^ated;. The hon. and learned gentle; 
.ha^ asserted', 

,, erroneftusly , th^t he (the hon. and learned 
gentleman) trSuopposed the policy 
of tW measure. He could assure the hon. 
aqcl learned gentlcitnaa that he had no dis¬ 
position to' misrept’e^ept him. All he 
meant was, that he Iftd always found when 
the measure in, any of,,its shapes was 
under consideration, (h,at persons of great 
autiiorito on,^t(«e other s|dle of the House 
were ^ixiously prepared, contend 
against^ its policy, and propriety, and 
Against the existence qf an aq^^te ne- 
C^ssltyjrpr its adoption. It certaiiidy, did 
talents ipF (hp hop. 
ajHip- l^rned^ gentleman , to prove ^at the 
qaesUon of leaving in the bands ,of,,the 
gjjyernment the discretjeth u'hich 

parliamentary djs- 
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ticular circuopiUaai®®* ^waa foreign, to the 
genius And,instiitutiops qf 
this ‘couht^^, to confer on the executive 
governmen^'a power so liable tp abuse. 
It was very easy for the hon. and learned 
gentleman to quote statutes to sfjfdw, that 
the genius of our constitution leant to the 
side of liberality in the . treatment of fo¬ 
reigners resorting hitlicr. But the diffe¬ 
rence between him, oh the one side, and 
the hon. and learned gentleman, and those 
honourable gentlemen who opposed the 
bill of 1793 on the other side, was, that 
the latter, wlqle they were perfectly sen¬ 
sible to the possibility of abuse in the exe¬ 
cution of the billf and (o the disadvantage 
of. narrowing the dccess of foreigners to 
this country, and the protection of them 
during the period of their being here, in 
ordinary times, appeared to be utterly in¬ 
sensible to the danger which might arise 
to the country from the unrestrained re¬ 
sort of foreigners in times of no ordinary 
description. 

The noble lord said, he had no difUejpUy 
in admitting the inconvenience of limiting 
the resort to this country of foreigners, 
and the possibility of abuse attendant on 
any law for effecting that purpose; but 
the question wps, whether or noA the 
danger to the state from the unrestrained 
access of strangers was such as to justify 
parliament iq sleeping over it, and in re¬ 
fusing to copBde to the executive govern¬ 
ment the n^ans by which that danger 
might be effectually guarded against. 
Common sense must cnnvince every one 
that the sovereig'n, who by his prerogative 
had not the means given him to gpa^d 
against the injury which the statK.''‘might 
sufier front aliens, ougiit in a time of 
danger to have, tiipt vested in him for tim 
better security of the state. This was an 
aid which the legislature.oughtnottogivc 
|,ia qrdinary cases.) But it. by no means 
followed, becapsqjt was consopant t9 the 
principles pit oftr law to treat foreigners 
with liberality, Aftd^qr wisft and beneficial 
purpo^se% tolcftpqut^eij^t^eir resort to the 
coupt|v in qr^^y times, , that it was less 
coftso^nt to toolpriqc^lo of our law, in 
extrftordlpsufylt^^ means of 

security a^jnstipp which, the re¬ 

sort or i^se Itranges^ iftigbt threaten. 
]|^|^nce,J^u8t. Always be had to the par* 
WB: of the, caw. 

ftiijp.ilted tft the hpn. an4«leArnea gchtle* 
, 0 ^, *th4.yithput toch a r^rence ^0 
;lA^a of tqja cocKpry were ap|orreht1(rop 
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not to be found ih the orditiif^ war policy 
of this Country. It was not the practice 
of parliament to arm the executive go- 
vernnhi«it with such powers in ordinary 
wars. TSiey were only known to that de¬ 
scription of war, in which a system existed 
the object of which was to attempt to 
shake all the governments of the world—a 
system that had been prevalent for ^he 
last 20 years. 

He wodd not go back to argue the 
policy of the act of 1793. Whether the 
^ hon. and learned gentlenftin, or whether 
‘the hon. gentleman on side who con¬ 
tended that the act o€cl793 was uncalled 
for by the bircurastahccs of that period 
still maintained that opinion, was another 
question. But of this he was sure, that to 
the great mass of parliament and of the 
country, it was*quite unnecessary for him 
to prove the wisdom of the measure 
adopted in 1793, to which the continuance 
of tranquillity in this country was in a 
‘ ^rest degree attributable. It had been 
attempted to argue the question as if the 
law was not narrow in its application. 
The hon. and learned gentleman, on'a 
former night, seemed to conceive that 
the 8nly object of it was to defend the 
country from the mischievous purposes of 
aliens who might conspire with other in¬ 
dividuals to subvert the government. He 
(lord C.) held that the law had a more 
extensive range. He admitted, and in¬ 
deed contended, that there could be no 
greater abuse of the law than by allowing 
it, to be the instrument of indulging the 
malea^nce of foreign governments in 
gratifying personal resentments, or in- 
llicting punishment on individuals who 
had committed only political crimes against 
those governments. Unless the executive 
government of this country could bring 
.horns ,to any individuals the intention qf 
shaking the government of this counti^, 
they ought to be disarmed, wrth reference 
to those individuals, of the ppwers to be 
vested in them by' the bill. As to the 
question of hardihip, it was obvious that 
by putting extreme cescs, there '^as 
scarcely al^iw in the whole’ code of British 
iurispru^ehce, to #hich the irhj^atioh of 
hardship might nOt aitaCh. But it was 
not with a view to ■exire'ni'iJ cas% bitt.tO 
^ jjreat thass of caseatbat th^l^isl^tire 
tvas enUed Upoh’to/jpi'boeed.; ItVaiitaorf- 
strous b siibbOse, that X duriffe a vmr 
fobliners Web iehf eb 'lhU ddleltitiry not 
to conspire cduntry, 
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but to (ditaln information which might 
enable the epemy to wound the vital in¬ 
terests of tb#state, the executive govofn* 
itlfent should be unable to interfere for the 
purpose of preventing the execution off 
their de,sign. The object of ‘the bill was 
to defend the essential interests of the 
British empire, in a moment of exigency, 
against the schemes of alitens^who might 
meditate the most mischievous 'designs. 

If a foreign minister were to require that 
the powers given to the executive govern¬ 
ment of this country by the bill should be 
sfxcrciscd for a vindictive purpose on the 
part of his government, he would require 
a gross breach of the principle of the law.- 
But if be gave the executii^e government 
reason to be Satisfied that an alien came 
to‘this country with hostile intentions to¬ 
wards it, that government would be dn- 
swerablc to the sovereign if it did not 
employ the powers comprehended in the 
bill, to protect the sovereign nnd the state 
against the designs of such foreigner. _ 

As to the policy of the measure in 
peace, the sense of f(arliament' bad been 
too strongly expressed on' that subject to 
warrant the jeast doubt of its ebjecT. The 
measure, in an extended shape, had been 
in force during all the war.’ That’parlia- 
ment, under the existing circumstances of 
Europe, recognized the necessity of '4 
similar measure, though mitigated in its 
enactments during peace, was evident 
from their having twice given their sanc¬ 
tion to id • The bon. and learned gentle¬ 
man had founded his ai^ument against’ 
the bill in a great measure on the circuih* 
stance, that the foreigner, against whom 
its enactments might he enforced, wobltl;' 
be incapable, in his the privy * 

council, to defend hif^If, from his igno¬ 
rance of the language, and that he vfaH 
not permitted to employ counsel in hlb 
defence. He (lord C, J apprehended that; 
there were many cases in which the Stth- 
jects of this country were not alloWed to 
have the benefit of counsel. With reSpi^c't 
to the'other objection, the fhrtlgn^ cduM 
have no difficulty in obtaining an| inter¬ 
preter to assist him in making hill' case in- 
telligibie. * In the porticuiar instance to 
which the hon. and learned gentlehian in' 
the course of his observations alluded, 
the aiieif availed Jhitnself of the assistance 
of an interpreters ’ ' , 

He would now idvCrt to the principlq; 
which the hsgpslature had already 
aetdd two ne^ alien bills. That 
;pltf waa t'deliiiiuQatioh to follow dp tit’ 
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«btirious'p<^ey^ii which tbe kw lia4«orid>* i»noeS'«£4rai^i]^tv ^4|ilial^^ ordinaiy 
KUitied ia 17i^. No xeasonahle aian* coji^ tieiat# #ctQl^ie8fMal(wr he ’ suffidentljr tfa* 
awert ibatvthe^ danger which«eodered;^ tufactoiyi^^l Hb ^ >it to the hoo. and 
measui^e.^ of'(1793 necessar}% had ceaml learned gdnieman whether he was not 
wHh|ttNiibaciu8ion of the wan Altfaou^ con6cioaa> that »he had stated an B&treme 
it'Kafsaar-vsry'gratifying to think tbia;* the case,’when he asked, if be {leal Castlcw 
evil prhtci^es which had called'* for the reagh) meant to call the powej^ of the 
iQftasure of <1703 had duniQifihed in malig^< bilijnto action, for the purpose of making 
iMtfii.lie.nmst be reij sanguine whhaup* it the*engiae of polidcal vangeMiee on 
paas^ <tbait'lthey> were exterminated,' or the part of the French goveitiment i The' 
Uiat th^y had f;o a considerable de« hon^and learned'gcntlcman having raised 
gree c^a'sed to exist. Would the hon. thk phantom of his own imagination, 
andfijearned gendeman endeavour., to per* combated it with great ingenuity, and 
Busde the House, that if an opportunity cditained over it a complete triumph, 
were again to offer for •'bridging’ those But he would the hon. and learned 
principles into pcaetical o^pSTOticm, there gentleman ia his tj^rn, if be would rccom> 
sf’ere not in this .eoi»fetry.«BaitgiMmt spirits I mend goveraroent andparliaifient tothrow 
who would be very anxioas tjjo give them ' open the country to all those violent and 
effect f' Would he contend, that all pfe* | troubled spirits who assembled about 
cautionaiyiarrangements to meet this evil | Buonaparte when he made his last dc&> 
were utmedessary? The honourable and perate cfftirt to disturb, the repose of the 
learned gentleman said, that he (lord Cas- world i Would the hon. and learned gen* 
tlereagli) ha4 undertaken to prove, that if i tlcman think it a wise or a becoming 
policy justiffed this measure on former oc- policy, to give unqualiffed and unlimited 
casions, it mdfe strongly justified it on the protection to all those aliens ? Would< Hb 
present. The view%hich he took of the give unrestrained admission to all French 
subject was thisIf it was wise to ps^ an subjects i Whatever might be the senti- 
alien bill after tlic peace of Amiens, and meats of others, he (lord C.) was not 
after the peace of Paris, it was still more prepared to adopt such aline of policy, 
iinpera^vc on parliament to pasd one at the If the House thought ivith him—if^they 
present time. The hon. and learned gen< were not disposed under all tlie circura- 
tipman,. on the second bench (Mr. stances of the times, to go to the extent 
li^ot%haoO seemed to have recognized oMiberality to which he had slluded, they 
liisi<(luni Castlcreagb’s) view of the ques> must of course place in tlie liunds of the 
tion* 45 being one not of linternal danger executive government a discretionary 
alpae> but of general dangei', affecting the powee to use such measures as might be 
security of the state, both from within aifU demanded for the security of tlie British 
fren| without { for he understood the hon. empire. ^ 

tmd^eartied gentleman to say, that Inst He wished now to say a few wor^/^slo 
jieet'Uiece might have been some danger, the sentiments of the other pt/il-ers of 
I as France‘Ifadji^mi^iderable army in the Europe as dependent on this measure, 
held, an4 as mere w1!re circuitistances in’ The lion, and learned gentleman appeared 
the policy of thk country that marked a to apfirehend, Uiat they should incur the 
degree of. jealousy and suspicion ^ but indignation, or at least the ill-will, of the 
that no such damger^eould <be asserted to ' various states of Europe, if they entrusted 
exkt at the present moment. But would tifs executive government with.the means 
tlie hon. and learned gentleman say, that of protectioi? which the bill afforded: and 
if tlie peace, of Eujwpe weee again to be that those- ^tutet t^ould feel the injury so 
overset j^y say^sudden event, the) dknger sensit^r asidht indiwb’them to resent it 
wnttld ^t be as great aswhpn^k was over- towM|k Bdtiki$sabjects in their respective 
setiflBst year? Were tiiere not'<now as doiMtdons, ^wha^'^in all likeliiiood, there» 
many I elements i of nuHchief in iiiNmce, if AmW} <knild 'lpe< i^eated 'witii less liberality, 
tlidyiicould be brought together, as on Uiao: they had iikhertobeen, lie thought 
that occasion? Tlieveiy circumstBiide of he• could di^toally relieve the hon. and 
ttetbenvulsion wbioh.happenedinCurope, hmfned ^ntleman from thk alarm; for 
khmediahidy after the passing>of the idW the powers: j# Europe to which he ajlh 
lH8''c^i81d, ought to .tescbfpacliaiBentalius |litdea« Bad-expressed, their sentHnents 
geoeKdl|mlicy, i»thc age in which rvoi^ .uikqukocidly, with .respect to .:4he 

of iil{|iiprprt~niiri-Tinij nii iiiiiiii ii iiilhiiii luiiiintrinnini ana undistingdishing adtuk- 
tihdse extemal ap{M8f*> ‘ licahaffr French irobipcts intb ether coon- 
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tries linore jato> gtouittrieg kn* 

mediately bor^r«i^WV«ip^jn«rfaiclit of 
coarse, greater fadiitiestodsted for foineat* 
ing disorder, and tbrowiog public affairs 
ioto coufusioD# iWliile theie goremments 
opened meir own territories (which being 
distant w^e not exposed to so great a 
danger) to such individuals,, they .strongly 
racoBuaended' to the states bordering on 
France, not.to make their respective coun¬ 
tries an asylum for persons who were 
compelled to quit France. Several free 
states, and especially the general confe¬ 
deracy of Switzerland, liad acted on 
that principle; not tbiiddng it advisable 
to adnnt into their terr|^r*e8 French sub¬ 
jects, whose conduct in their own country 
iiad rendered them unfit to remain in it. 
He could assure the lion, and learned 
gentleman, therefore, that if the House 
only satisfied themselves that tliey were 
doing justice to their own view of sound 
policy, it was not .likely that they would 
expose Britisli subjects, resident in foreign 
to any inconveniences whatever. 

He woeld proceed to show that if it 
was consistent with a general system of 
wise precaution to adopt a measure of 
this desdription in 1802 and in 1S14, it 
was ifluch more so in the present instance, 
la 1814 it was thought that the peace of 
Europe was secured on a firm basis, and 
the armies of the various allied powen re¬ 
turned, and were returning to their respec¬ 
tive territories. But at the present time it 
was deemed necessary to keep up a, very 
large allied force in Franc;p to secure the 
stability of public affairs, and to prevent 
any %i^rrence calculated to sbaae that 
systems which the peace of the world 
depended. Could any one therefore 
doubt, that if it was wise smd rational to 
adopt precautionary measures in 1814, 
when so little apprehension was enter- 
tainq^ of any sudden convulsion, it was 
much morsbwisc and much more rational 
to adopt such mei^ures wlien it’ was 
deemed expedient to'leave |50,1XX} fo¬ 
reign troops in France ? Wheat such’un¬ 
exampled measures of external pnecaittioa 
were resorted to, the propriety of /adopu 
ing moderated measin^ of inieenal pre¬ 
caution, in* his opinion, appeared damci- 
endy obvious. . HeSgrOed with tfae hon« 
and learned gentleman in JamentiAg that 
the state of Europe was such ^as do re- 
qoire these prA;autions.: /but t.im tmoisi- 
(hired it fortuDate>that.ii^e.iSl)^Ulh>conati* 
tution, like otlifec free oo&atkutioM, wdiwa 
calied upon by neq|i^, poiMSi^ ai 
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much power as a despotic government to 
adopt for a time provisions of security, 
without injuring the liberty which was 
essential to its character. ^ His majesty's 
government would act with g/teat pre¬ 
sumption, if they th<mght tbh danger so 
far gone'by as to render, any vigilance un¬ 
necessary. At die same time, he ex¬ 
pressed his confidence that the mere pass¬ 
ing of the law would afford a great pro¬ 
tection to the country frmn \he^dangei« 
against which it was directed, without 
much call for its operation. But, if par- 
liaraent were to refirie it, this country 
would soon be deluged with the worst ana 
most dangerous c&ractm's in Eqrc^, 
against whom •othing could effectmuly 
protect it bu^ a renewal of the measure in 
ao aggravated forni, and an execution of 
it in the most extensive and rigorous 
manner. The bill which the House was 
now called upon to read a second time, 
he considered to be framed, ia the true 
spirit of prevention. It wuuid be a mild 
shield against a danger whiJtl had not al¬ 
together ceased, altbbugh the hon. end 
learned gentleman seemed to think that it 
was utterly extinguished f Hear, hear !3> 
Mr. Horner observed, that the noble 
ford had s4t out with dwelling emphati¬ 
cally on the circumstances in which the 
measure of 1793 bad originated—difiering 
altogether as those circumstances did from' 
the circumstances of the present time. 
But the noble lord had erroneously stated’ 
the argument! of those who, in 1793, op¬ 
posed the measure. No* roan bad ever 
denied that an actual case of danger to 
the internal tranquillity of the realm ivouM 
be a sufiicient warranty for Uie enactmen% 
of such a measure. had made 

this statement most'^Siincuy, and bad 
founded his opposition to the hill on the 
ground that no. danger existed. But 
^ he would paai this by, and ask the noble 
lord if there was, at ttie preseiTfc moment, 
su(di danger as Uiat whidi was..a$sume(i 
to exist in 1798 by the Eciends of the hill 
of day i Would the fufole/.ljprd’ say 
that the same,danger ucm existe^,which 
was assumed in F793 by the iirienda of the 
bilU The noble hwd said acrsuch thing. 
He eould not say so, aod it'itrould be for 
the House to judge how far the existence 
of !»ny danger jijoa taode ouh* (»n whiclt 
(he prqsenf shsfdd.'resl;. ,Tbe noble 
lovd 8ai^Abat»geiktfoi|ieB on his (Mr. 
|ioraev*«>jri^< of ^ Hnaoe^ were inseor 
sible df the country^ w 

tbiK^dPlini^i^ 0 iWk WIV. Tkis he.<^ 
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t^ed. Thojr 'fcdrisidefed tlrtt for any mi's. 
•Conduct of ^aliens in this cttuntiy,' the ope- 
rtHSon df'.'l'he cortimon law would be tf siif- 
inHefit woi^y. It was so consideretf by 
our dnfemdrs, who, until 1793, inever 
80tl|;M'any other protection agftinst the 
cOndOct ’of aliens but thd common law. 
BotHirOtddit be argued that before that 
peKbd tllUjCountry watt in no danger from 
ttifr.pra'utic^ of*aliens? He could state 
aO^ral periods of our history when real 
danger existed from aliens, and yet no 
biM) power as that confeif^ by an alien 
act was thought necessary against it. in 
rOriiote pdribds, when 'this country was 
^sturbed by contests for tbe Crown, and 
when the indumice of aliens 'was known 
to be exerted against the.governmrat, 
this extraordinary power was not resorted 
to. TbecOmmon laar was then thought suiii* 
cient. ' Itrtimes when religious differences 
eitcited disturbances, and when foreigners 
wefe%nown«'to be hostile to the views of 
gtrt>Ornmentj^ when so many alarms of 
danger were spread from the interference 
of the pope and tlw Jesuits, it was not 
thought necessary to vest such a power 
in the Cro^vn. * The common,law was then 
deemed sufficient. But to come to more 
moderh times. During the whole period 
from the revolution, down to the reign of 
his'present majesty, would it be said that 
this country was in no danger from aliens ? 
There was, during the whole of that time 
a pretender to the throne^ and one in 
stdiose favour it was known some fo¬ 
reign nations were prejudiced, and 
to-'eupport whom foreign factions were 
forched in this country; yet during all 
that time, and amidst all those dangers, 
an alieh acii^iiifc^gM thought necessary. 
No, the common 1^ was resorted to, as'a 
suffident remedy against the efforts of 
aliens in those tin)fs to disturb the public 
tranquillity. - This,then, he conceived, 
was an answer to the noble lord’s charge 
of insensibility to the -danger of the coun¬ 
try. The omosition of gentlemen on 
his Htfrrmr’s) side, did .not pcbceed 
from {(sensibility, but from a wise sensi- 
blli^ of the danger to be (breaded from 
aliens on the one hand, and fre^ »the ex¬ 
traordinary and arbitrary pOWer of the 
Crown on the other. But the noblO' lord 
bad ttikett an extended \ie« of tiie sub¬ 
ject, and iu his mlhd the arguments l^hieh 
tho tAdbld^ord had used were moreagaiort 
thtfii: in ^asour of the hill. The boble 
lord had fii^en - a '^ery ext^defi, dnd ’ iiin' ’ 
deed^'Vi^y Vietr of' the 
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sfty Of the'ioeaa^e. "t)nd*|ffiffeT‘ent alto-* 
gedier frehi tHat%vhIcb‘had'been taken 
by Mr. JKtt. Mr. Pitt's grounds were 
narrow, bifr'they were defined and intelli¬ 
gible. He had-introduced the/hill as U 
war measure. But the nobler lord had 
made his a peace alien bill, .j^^nd for 
wliftt’? To protect the essential interests 
of British policy against* the rnachinatiims 
of foreigners. But what Were those es¬ 
sential objects ‘ of British policy ? Did 
they consist in supporting the policy of 
the assembled monarchs at Vienna, or in 
affording sccifre and uncontrolled sway to 
legitimate sove|mgns, or rather to sove¬ 
reigns newly created ? Was it one essen¬ 
tial object of Brit isli policy, that a certain 
number of persons who had composed the 
constituent assembly, who had so much 
enthusiasm as to think they could reform 
the constitution of their*country, should 
not have power to reside in any other 
kingdom, than Russia, Prussia, or Austria ? 
These might be considered essential ob¬ 
jects of British policy by the noble Avill, 
but would the House sanction ai approve 
them ? Would they, by passing this bill, 
give to the Crown the power of banishing 
from our shores, the foreign merchant, 
mechanic, or artist, whose exertiofls and 
industry contribute so much to our com¬ 
mercial wealth and national splendour? 
Would it invest the noble lord with a 
power, which he might, in order to pro¬ 
tect the' policy of Russia, Austria, France, 
or Spain, exert in sending such persons 
to the wilds of Siberia, or tlie dungeons of 
Ceuta [Hear, hear!] ?—He trusted, that 
before they gave such a powqp-«they 
would seriousFv consider the grdunds on 
which it had been conferred in 1793. In 
the act which was then passed, what was 
the cause stated ! Was it the undefined 
term ; ” to protect the essential objects of 
British policy ?” No, but to guard against 
idtcriial danj*er, not from some supposed 
extreme cause, but from danger—actually 
existing dtgiger [Hegr!]. 

HMcf'the' bon. afra learned member 
read%ie preamble to the alien bill of 
17^3, %hi(m itated, that whereas an un¬ 
usual nuttibeT of persons, not t\atura!-bora 
subjects of his maje^y, resided in the 
kingdmn; 'hnd tvhereas danger may arise, 
$ce. &c. [Hegr^' hear! from lord Castle- 
if(ei%h3 Tfiir dobl6 lord may cheer (^ori- 
tinaed Mr. Hdfiler), but*would he cou- 
(etid that ahy dgnger to this country sras 
toitH dreWM'frOm the formgtiers whb 
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c^tt pn,tl)e nc|^« lord tp^hpw ihaivdangor 
might not,exist; but l^.it did, it migiit 
he to the I^ourbohes to thjs country. 
The hon. and learned gentleman then ad> 
vcrtingsjg the sl^tement of the solicitor- 
general, ^lat the Crown possessed the 
povrer of sending aliens out of the coun- 
tr}',. contdhded that such an opinion was 
cr^ncous, and observed that the loose 
opinion of Blackstone on the subject was 
no authority, unsupported as it was by 
any express act or by precedent. He 
observed, that if such a prerogative of the 
Crown was to be proved, at. should be 
proved positively and notr negatively, in 
i79'i, when such great us*eu<'ch was used 
in order to prove that tms prerogative was 
vested in the Crown, the only instance of 
its having ever been exercised was found 
to have occurred in the reign of Henry the 
Fourth. It had.been said, that though 
the king had not the power to deport 
an alien be liad a riglit to order him 
out of the country by proclamation, and 
«i4lte,^erson refusing to obey such procla¬ 
mation wgs liable to punishment. But 
what was the punishment prescribed in 
this case ? 'A. month’s imprisonment, and 
to be sent out of the country. Undoubt¬ 
edly abcdience sliouid bg paid to the 
lawful proclamation of the king, but in 
this case the legality of such proclnmation 
might be objected to, and it wpuld not be 
proved by the punishment of the offender 
against tlic proclamation itself. The opi¬ 
nion of sir Edward Northey in support of 
tliis right, he considered the same fight 
as that of judge Blackstone; it was not 
suppojjt^l by authority. The hon. and 
learnecT^ntlenian then contrasted the ob¬ 
ject ot the war alien bill with that of the 
one now proposed. T'ke former, he ob¬ 
served, was to preserve the external tran¬ 
quillity of the country, but thp latter was 
interned to support foreign tyranny. 
[Hear, hearj]. It was in this view the 
noble lord viewed it, and it ft'as for tlds 
purpose he wished the ]^ouse to sanetjou 
It. It was an absurd arguraSbnU ia Us 
favour, to say that it was not, lively, to be, 
abused, because, unless a 8(;roDg cftse «f 
its necessity were tnade, such, ^gginent 
would go for nothiiig... But be cqnteuded 
it might be abused, ^d he would supuiose 
Wiree cases where such abus^ miglic jhapr 
pen. Suppose, in ,tjhe first plape, eavoya, 
were to arrive ^enc^ Holland, to 
Hussian atubassEulor for. idle deb$ due firom ' 
his j^overppipot; |hat atubaasadprtinight 
find lo.^ply to jhft noWej 
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lord to .preivent this demand, and the 
noble lord .might discover tluit it was an 
essential principle of British policy to send 
the unlucky Dutclimcn out of the country 
by means of this alien bill. Suplwsc, in 
the. second place, a body of merchasus, 
the subjects of Ferdinand the beloved, re¬ 
sident in England, should be desirous tU' 
proceeding upon business to South Ante.* 
rica; the Spanish ambassador luiglit give 
a hint that they were friendly fo th,e jrevo- 
luUoiiary party in New Spain, and. tlie 
noble lord might politely take the hint:, 
and send these unoffending traders, to^ 
Spain, to be dealt with according to the 
tender mercy of the monarch of thafi 
country. Such an occurrence was not 
impossible, though he did not mean to as¬ 
sert* that it would occur, or tlia^ there. 
would be any foundation for his third case, 
which supposed that some of the parser 
cuted Protestants of Nismes should seek 
refuge in Great Britain, with ^ clergy¬ 
man, who had formerly belonged to the 
constituent body, at their '^ead: the. 
Catholic French ambassador, perhaps, of 
the Angouleine party, might apply to have 
them instantly sent abroad again, and the 
noble lord would have no power of re¬ 
fusal, since, by tlie passing of this bill, he 
would deprive himself of the answer, , that 
the laws of the country gave him no such ‘ 
authority; in such a case even the noble 
lord must lament that he had been armed, 
witli a measure which precluded him from,, 
giving protectibn, which his own heart 
would yearn to afford. He^ Mr. Horner ), 
said, he would not enter into the question, 
either economically or oomraercially, but, 
he protested in the strongest terms against ^ 
inflicting upon the natioqghflidrauter of 
the empire a lasting=-^eprpach by the 
passing of this peace alien bill. He carad 
not for the opinijOins of foreign courts, wbipi 
might with reason rejoice at the measure^. 
since it was for their benefit it waa passed,: 
in truth, the noble lord was lendhig him¬ 
self as an instrument tp foreign ppivers in 
the peiyecution of their sub}e€ti,( smd’ iu 
hunting them frqm one end of Eur^e to 
the otlier. It was not diificult to under¬ 
stand why ministers of a certain, pliaraeter 
could not vary their .measmifis ysith the 
varying circumstances o[ ithp limes. In 
1793> the,. Hou|e .ggye, ,extraordiea>‘y 
powers tp an exiraoiSuaijy, man. and be- 
c^se, tl^, p.rese|i|,,.gpvcs;ninent found the 
nifen. bill,, ppoip(;,^He,I statute-book, and 
leamt that expire, its if- 

vi?al isas upon,:: 
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miaisten determined to /ollovr the nion fitnit hie faaiOketod laaHifci friend near 
iteps of Mn Pitt, and the discontinuance him, etMed tih that dear and laminoue 
of the act would be an innovation upon manner which wai pfeuliariy hie own, 
tiieir s]FBte 0 ). What be required was, that than volunteer one hkneelf. He did not 
the.Hodlie should no longer allow this in* think the argument of his hon. an^earned 
aovation upon tli#constitution^ for until friend (the Bolicitor>general},had been 
the French revolution no such law was ever fairly-dealt with. It had been said that 
jpassed; be trusted that the good sense of he founded it solely on the authority of 
parliament would prevail over this attempt Blackstone’s Commentaries, and the 
to substitute tm arbitrary statute for the opinion of sir Edward Northey, when ho 
eommop law of the land. was attorney'gencrai. lie thought his 

Lord Castlereaffh, in explanation, said hon. and learned friend had treated the 
that the object oi the bill was not to carry subject in a different manner. He had 
into effect the policy of foreign powers, distinctly understood his argument to be 
but to protect British policy from being titis, that the kiitg by his prerogative, in- 
disturbed by the misconduct of strangers, dependent ofaiiy^other autiiority, had the 
The hon. and learned member had chosen power of sending an alien out of tlie coun- 
to mistake his position, for tl^ convenience try, in cases when he coni i not so dispose 
of argument. ‘ of a native subject. ids lion, and 

Mr. Horner denied that lie had ever learned friend had sl..t( .i to be his opi- 
mistated. any argument for the sake of nion, and in this he coacurred; but he 
convenience. He had listened most at- could not expect his opinion to carry any 
Idhtively td the noble lord, and be re* weight with it, and merely offered it as 
assertea that according to his best judg- that of a very humble individual. He 
ment be haa not misstated his position. perfectly agreed with his hon. and le^rjEtld 
Lord Casilerea^^etmteAy that his ar- friend, that all subjects of the wealm had 
guraent in favour of the bill was fout.ded . rights with re-spect to their qntive sove- 
upon the belief that there djd exist in the reign, which aliens could not claim, 
country a number of persons who bar- Those who were native subjects could not 
bouretl designs to convulse (he peace of be sent out of rflie realm but by thft ordi- 
Europe. nary course of law on some act of delin- 

Mr. Homer said, that he and the noble queucy being proved to have been com- 
Jord were at issue, and tlie House must 
dedde. 

The Altome^-General did not intend to 
trespass long on the time'of the House, 
but he felt it incumbent on him to offer a 
fo«f observations on what bad occurred in 
jfjtie course of this discusMon* It appeared 
to him that tlie debate bad been attended 
by some ‘^^^"di na ry sii^ularities. The 
gentiemeB.>oppesiiiff bad supposed certain 
objections to the measure under considera¬ 
tion, and when ^ose who supported the 
bill had atiswereo fhose (fojectious, tlieir 
answers had been taken up by their oppo¬ 
nents: and what was thus advanced bad 
been treated as their original argument. 

The hon. *aBd learned geotlerewn had 
argali on the bw and omthe constitution 
aa affected by this que^n, el omsideFabie 
lei^tbi and had seemed to clCiUenge him 
to an inquiry into the law of the cato- ^ On 
this question he was not at ail disinclined 
tO'me^ the bon. and Igamed gentleman, 
fepl! be equld amure the House he hoped 
to be iUe to dispose of it in a few wor^ 

He had no difficulty In statn|{ his opinion 
off every mm who knew him, knew 
he'l«(liiild aifn^ rather huMr a le^ opi- 


initted by uiem. It was not so with him 
who was born out of the realm—who was 
born out of allegiance to the sovereign ;— 
be cpuld not claim those rights which he 
had stated to belong to the subject born 
in this country—him the sovereign had a 
right to remove if be saw a neoea$ity for 
doing so, though no act ofdelinqu^cy had 
been proved to have been committed by the 

E . This opinion he and his hon. and 
sd friend considered to be supported 
by those very provisions made for the safe 
conduct of aliens, and for fayourin^^ them 
lb various instances, on which the gentle¬ 
men t^oijlte seemud roust disposed to 
rely. So far froifi seeing in these regulu* 
tioQKi;. vmy thing to make against their 
aigulient, they on the contrary contended, 
tlito it was confirmed and fortified by the 
regulatinto afoided to. They did not 
(tot their tqiinttm solely on tlie authority 
of j^ekstone'a Commentaries; but if their 
reasoning was supported by sir William 
Blackstoo^surtiy this was no mean evi- 
denoe in imvour of its tinrrectness. He 
admitted tbi^ .thought this authority of 
sofse importance; and wfato i^t of sir 
Edward Kortiiey wm added (he 4i<i 
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Bpeak of tbe^ast' Iwitifid writer on the 
lanr as' becoming an impoMan'e Authority, 
from the circumstance' of his having held 
the office of attorney‘general), he was of 
opinfotXthcy might rely on that which 
was sanctioned by two such distinguished 
cfaaracteis with some conffdcnCe. But his 
hon. and learned friend Opposite, who de* 
Died that the sovereign had that authority 
with respect to aliens, which he and his 
hon. and learned friend' (the* solicitor- 
general) thought he had, bad said, the 
only question now before the House 
was, whether there should be an alien 
bill for a state of peace, as well aa for 
a state of war ? If this was the question, 
he thought it could at once be decided on 
the best authority, since parliament had 
found it necessary to arm the executive 
government with the means of easily 
using those powws which the Crown pos¬ 
sessed, but which had been inBrm, and 
with difficulty made available before. But 
it was said this power might be abused, 
"Sffhik that any persons who had become 
obnoxiouB to foreign governments might 
under its provisions^ be sent out of the* 
country at twenty-four hours notice. It 
was not, however, pretended that in any 
instatfee this had been done under the 
alien acts up to the present time. In 
no case had any alien been sent out of 
the country in consequence o?an applica¬ 
tion or at the instance of any foreign 
government. What grounds then, were 
there for supposing that a course might 
hereafter be adopts, whioh bad never yet 
been pursued ' But H was said, that 
such r Jjw ought not to be passed for any 
purposebut for that of securing the tran^ 
quiilityuf this country. He (the attor- 
ney-generid) and all t^ supporters of the 
bill, said the SBnfie< thing. He had been 
astonished at tire misrepresentation of the 
argutyent o^his noble friend (lotd Castle- 
reagh) whieh had occurred.'' |Ie had uit* 
derstood him most distinctly to say, the 
measure could beadopW onj;i6 ground 
but this, that it was essential to sedUre ^ 
tranquillity of England. He had pasticu- 
larly attended to bis words, aQd’ knew'ftjbt 
hehadsaid^^tliat on comtng outt^ 4 war 
like that which we l^-heen’ftdad to wage 
for nemly a qmtrterm.woentary^ 

must indeed he ; sangtpine#rim 
su^e himself ritat. the '|iriitci[dee iq^st 
which we hadi ftcave wm«> d!hnily extis* 
®‘hited tK^de 

friend had m|gUed,,.^atdi<iMKiOBs emne 
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seek the meadrdf disturbing its Tepoie, k 
was desirable that the government shoi^d 
be armed with Uiose means' which were 
necessary to frustrate such a des^n. That 
such means ought to be entiyisted to the 
governoient, he did fiot think any one 
couldTntend seriously to deny; But then 
the hon. and learned gentleman went‘to 
the case cd* a person who had dr^med of 
mending the constitution, bnd who might 
now be sufl'ering for his dream. «He had 
argued on the supposed hardshipS^sueb a 
person might be subjected to uoder this 
aS:t;- Having become obnoxious to his 
own government, and having in bohse- 
qudbee sought a refuge here, it was 
argued that this bill would be made use of, 
to ^ive ministers the means of lehdibg 
themselves to the vengeance of that power 
from which the fugitive had been compel¬ 
led to fly. When this was stated, it ought 
to be remembered that his noble friend 
had disclaimed all idea of lending Ute alien 
bill, to forward the views of^ny foreign 
government whatever The hen. and 
learned gentleman had then endeavoured 
to carry the House to the contemplation 
of various ai&cting scenes, ‘‘which he had 
drawir upon his imagination to supply* 
He iiad supposed the case of a Prolestant 
minister, who flying with his children and 
his little property to this countiy* would 
be denied the asylum he bad hoped to 
find in it from the operati^ of the alien 
bill. j^Hc had .then suppoHa two Dutch, 
gentlemen might come ov^r to Et^land, 
and he suspected of having been sent to dun 
the Kussiaif ambassador for money owed 
by Russia to Holland. > He then supposed 
the Russian minktmr'to go to the c^ce of 
the noble lord, and tb«|^a*msJngue was to 
pass between them, in which the Russian 
minister was to state, that it would be 
very inconvenient for him to be dunned 
‘for tlie public debt of Jiis country,’ond on 
this the noble dord was to say—All we 
can do is to send them out of thO'icottntry, 
under ^the alien act. I w^^wriea a letter 
do the seoretary of state f^ ll*e>hoi|ie)de-’ 
partment, who will send the 

. realm as suspected porsoM^smd the hicon- 
venience Iipprehemded rndy^j^dhos be 
avoided.**—>Mow, he wisbodi tim House to 
emosider on what ground these dsguments 
stood. JId xnaa jiad^eugge^ed'thpt any 
tHng o£ the %(iid bed oven oeberred, and 
ypt m the stM^tkNif- those extreme cases, 
whieii' ther;^miii^l;^d::>li«rned gemlemOli 
; h«d inMig^wd#i|ha House w^ caded nffoa 
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powers which might be of the greatest contested exercise of it, sectioned by 
importance to the preset;vation of public parliament, or at least recognized by the 
tranquillity. The means re<iuii'ed, he con- courts of Westminster-hall. Till an an-- 
tended, i^ere necessary to enable minis * swer was made to such a demand, be had 
lerfe ‘to proVJCt the country from the de- suspended his opinion. He only i^ntured 
signs of those who*might come ibere for then to doubt t!^ existence of sifoh a right, 
the purpose of disturbing the repose of But from the proofs which had #not been 
England. But, it was asked, was there no produced and the arguments wliich had 
law with srcspcct to aliens, by which they been offered after a twelvemonth’s leisure 
could be punished for any crime they for research, he now thought himself justi- 
could commit ? Unquestionably there fied in d^Jaring, tliat such a prerogative 
were Ihws under which aliens could be was not warranted by law. All had now 
brought to justice, but who, after the last been said for it that could be said. And 
twenty-five years experience, would dedy to what did it*atn,ount ? To three asser- 
that persons might come here to form tions, or as they.were called autlioiities:-—' 
plans for disturbing the country by e#ter- to one gross fallacy—and to some general 
n&l means, who tmght gain opportunities speculations, too loose to deserve the name 
of accomplishing their objeettf the govern- of argument. Three opinions were al- 
meet had not the means of promptly re- leged in favour of this prerogative—that 
moving them. It should be borne in of sir Edward Northey—that of sir Wil- 
mind how much better it would be to nip liam Biackstone—and that t)f his learned 
«o?h designs in the bud, than to suffer friends opposite. The opinion of sir Ed- 
tiiem to apptoach maturity: it should be ward Northey, privately given to the go- 
reraember'et^ hdw difficult it might be to vernment when he was attomey-generanii 
defeat the deep-laid schemes of snch con- 1705, respecting certain Catholic cl«'“4y- 
spirators, if time were allpwed for their men in the province of Maryland was, that 
perfect formation. He conjured the •“ if they be aliens, not made denizens nor 
House not to lose sight of these considera- naturalized, her majesty may by law com- 
tions, and trusted they would notifet the pell them to depart from Maryland;’’* and 
argUipeiits which they had heard from the tins opinion had been relied on as a proof 
©pposite side of the House, induce them that this was by law a prerogative of the 
to deny the government those powers to Crown. No citation of supposed autiiority 
meet present dangers growing out'of the ever more betrayed the poverty of a case, 
remnant of those which had so long bung It was the opinion of a private individual 
over the country; he called upor)«,them —the advice of a counsel to his client— 
BOt to refuse tjieir assent to a measure so for these, notwithstanding the imposing 
necessary to the pvctection of the dearest sound of government and attorney-ge- 
ttnd best interests of England, and which neral, were the terms probably applicable 
lhad not yet been, nor was likely hereafter to sir Edward Northey's assertio|>^ The 
to be matje in any case subservient to the judgment of a court—even a single judg- 
views or the^Tesiiji^mcnts of any foreign raent—was in itself sopte evidence ot law. 
government. But what was the opinion of a lawyer wi(h- 

Sir James MacUntosh rose to state, that out the proofs on which it was founded > 
notwithstanding-411 he had heard from his Sir Edward Northey quoted no prece- 
hon. and learned friend, he still reraaiiiiec! dents. He produced no arguments. vWhat 
unconvinced that the alieli bill was either was his unjupported opinion fa any case i 
agreeable to the genius ot our law, or ius- What was it moje particularly in a case 
tified as a^npVelty by any danger ^uen as which mu|t rest^itber on ancient usage, 
ought to be the foundation irf such a mca- or <x| boo^Jtutional principle, or on the 
sure.t He still^ionceived^t be the most uni(||4 cf* bNOCh. We had the same books 
important deviation frodiCOM^tutionalpo- a?id records te consult, and the same fa- 
licy and ancient usage, that had ever Wen culty oif reaspsdog on the consititution with 
proposed to parliament on such slight or sir Edward Northey.^ His opinion was of 
suspicious grounds. InthedhcuaBlonof iast no more value than that of any man who 
he had called fo» proofs of the exist-s 
BDce of the prerogative said to he in the ^ 

Oroi^^ of sending o«t of the realm aii«i» 
iHjpdbi in time of peace. In cahfag forproofs,, 
iofM|rasci{gattve,lteniustbe undeestood tef|- 
Mideaoe of4t fang, «towbd,And up- 


had taken a paia m this discussion. It was 
no more t^n that of the learned ^ntle- 
mao', respedudile enotigli to demand cm- 
l^raticq, but. perfecBy open to diiiius- 
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won, and not weighing a feather in the 
decision. It was quoted needlessly by his 
learned friends, to support a similar opi¬ 
nion o^heir own. This proof of assertion 
by assmion, this attempt to support one 
naked opuiion by another naked opinion, 
was a mAc multiplication of nothing by no¬ 
thing, of which the result must also be 
nothing. Indeed, the inference was per¬ 
haps more than merely .negative. This 
prerogative claim, as it now appeared, had 
been privately maintained in 1705—with¬ 
out precedent or reason, ^t had been as- 
•aerted, though faintly, sn 1793—without 
recedent or^eason. Ip had now again 
een asserted, with more confidence but 
with like absence of precedent or reason. 
It had been three times in a century al¬ 
leged, and three times left without sup¬ 
port from principle or usage. The natu¬ 
ral presumption seemed to be that what 
was not done could nut be done, and that 
no foundation could be discovered for 
claim either in legal authority or con- 
atuutiongl reasoning. 

As to the authority of sir William Black- 
stohe, he certainly was not one of thos6 
who in general undervalued it. His Com- 
menitorics were undoubtedly not only dis¬ 
tinguished by their singular elegance, but 
by an exactness much greater than 
it M'as reasonable to expect in so brief an 
account of a comprehensive and intricate 
science. Toomuch importance had been as¬ 
cribed to small and inevitable inaccuracies 
by professed lawyers. But thevery nature of 
the workmade itabsurdto'quote it as an au- 
tliori^ty on points of rare occurrence, which 
must tJirn on laborious investigations of 
ancient usage, on which he throws out a 
short and hasty observation, and, contrary 
to his usual custom, supports it by the ci¬ 
tation of no authority. He had, indeed, 
a few sentences before, made rather an, 
xmfdl-tuDate citation from PuAendorfij 
which was relied oa last yenr. He had 
quoted the assertion of Pufi'endoriF, that 
all states must have a power* to regulate 
the admission of strangers (and he might 
have adiled the return or expulsion of,na- 
tivesV, aji^arently to prove that the-power 
of admitting foreigners was, by the con¬ 
stitution of this oountry, vested in the 
Crown. Certainly, such rights exist in 
all states; but by ii^om to be exercised 
in each ewnmop wealth was a question to 
be answered by tlte laws of each country. 
Add DOW the wisdom ofiSIackstone’s cita- 
th)D» and t|ie supp«|ition that he had fortU 
ned his owft dut&onty on this -question by 
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adding to it that of Puffbndorfi', seemed to 
be abandoned. What was worse, Black- 
stone had destroyed his own authority here, 
by laying down a position whieb no man 
would be found bold,enoiigh.to maintain. 
So slight and hasty was his attention to 
this subject, that he lays it down, that 

aliens are liable to be sent home when¬ 
ever he secs occasion.’* This assertion is 
evidently false. Indeed,'short as the pas¬ 
sage is, it contains no less than two 
gross errors. The first that '' the king 
may send the alien home,” — a power 
which has never been claimed, and whicfi 
is indeed utterly untenable. The prero- 
galive must have siient its force as soon as 
it expels the alien from the British terri¬ 
tory.—The Second mistake was, that this 
power might be exercised without limita¬ 
tion over all aliens; which was clearly in¬ 
consistent with the letter of Magna Charts, 
an(k Blackstone*s own interpretation of it. 
The only object of these criticisms was, to 
show that Blackstone wrote«tliis passage 
negligently, and that.it does not possess 
the weight which might justly be ascribed 
to his advised opinion. 

In this failure of authority the next re¬ 
source of .the learned advocates ^of this 
bill was argument. His learned.friend 
who spoke last had gravely told the 
House, that the case of aliens difiered 
from that of natural born subjects in this, 
that the latter Itad rights wliich entitled 
them in defiaace of the Crown to continue 
within the realm, to wijitdi tlie former 
could make no pretence. But whence 
did these rights flow ? From the law and 
fi'om the law alone. That natural born 
subjects had by law such rights against 
the Crown, that thei>co£rta>be banished 
by no human power unless they were 
convicted ol‘ a crime, was most happily 
true. But the very quostion was, whether 
alien friends enjoyed»by law the same se¬ 
curity. The learned gentleman takes it 
for granted that they do not. He as- 
sumea the only point in tbspute. There 
never was a more egregious ins^oce of 
begging the Question. vThe aliw, it ia 
said, has pot the same right against the 
Crown witli the native sul^ectt there¬ 
fore the Crown has that absolute power 
over aliens %bieh the law only exercises 
over native subjects. This is merely to 
say—-the Crown may send aliens out of- 
•the country becatiie it may. 

But it was 8a^,‘that as such a ppwer 
must exist eomewhere in every state, it 
oan in-btd*d<M)stitatid& be vestra ebj^in 



i7i3 HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

ihe Crown, i)ecause the Crown alone can 
conveniently exercise it. Tin's again was 
a mere fallacy. Undoubtedly a power of 
dealing wjth aliens according to the de< 
mands of the public, safety, as well as of 
doing every other act which an indepen* 
dent commonwealth may lawfully do, is 
Tested in the supreme authority of this 
realm, wjiich consists of King, Lords and 
Commons. iThey may vest in the Crown 
alone a power to banish aliens, whenever 
so dangbrous a power is absolutely neces- 
aary. A power scarcely claimed, not to 
say exerted, for centuries—a power grant¬ 
ed in 1793 professedly on the ground of a 
danger without parrallel in our history, 
has no need of being permanently placed 
where its exertion would be always easy 
and convenient When the times require 
it, parliament may vest in the Crown the 
dictatorship over aliens. And thl.s is the 
universal answer of this constitution to all 
such specularive arguments on behalf of 
inherent pijprogatives in the Crown. 
Parliament can always strengthen what 
may , be weak, or supply what may be de¬ 
ficient in the legal rights of the monarch. 
The king of England wants many powers 
which are necessary to the general ends 
of government. I'tie want is not a fault, 
but an excellency of the constitution. 
Ills power is . defective, that its ex¬ 
ertion may wholly depend on parliament. 
It is lamed for the express purpose 
pf disabling it to move by itself. Every 
mode of reafeoping of a different sort 
is, however, unconsciously founded on 

a rinciples of absolute monarchy. Whe- 
ler the question, therefore, was con¬ 
sidered on. grounds of precedent or on 
those of reas«n7*hc^w no warrant of law 
for this supposed prerogative. It would, 
indeed, be no light proof of usage, no 
loose analogies, n*, remote inferences, no 
general speculations, however plausible 
of political expediency, which could 
establish the existence of such a power. 
No acts of, %jolence against foreigners 
before the constitution was settled, or in 
times when its principles v/fsre suspended, 
could be sufficient. Still less fould any 
constitutional rcasoner consIdeC as pre¬ 
cedents any examples of such acts of 
power unknown at the timili and now, 
for the Iftrst time, dragged out* of the 
darknesi; «f official repositories where 
they had been mouldering for centuries* 
be acts done in the light of 
qf the public, sanctioned 
by pr qt least, ir^gnuied as 


le^l by courts of law. The most daring 
prefogative-lawy'ers of former times had 
submitted to all these conditions in 
their boldest attempts to cnlai^ the 
regal power. Noy, one of tllu most 
learned lawyers of his learnefl age, a 
man of very different authority *I’rom sir 
Edward Northey, did not presume to frame 
the writs for levying ship-money on Tiia 
own opinion, hoyvever weighty, if ho had 
been honest. He came armed with pre¬ 
cedents, found indeed to be impertinent, 
but numerous and specious. He came 
fortified by every abstract argument which ' 
could be derived from the^ necessity of 
guarding the seas and shores of the king¬ 
dom against urgent danger from pirates 
and invaders. A decision of a very great 
majority of the twelve judges of England 
at length sanctioned his opinion. What 
was the result ? Tn spite *of the number 
of plausible examples, in spite of specious 
reasonings, in spite even of the judgment 
of the most venerable body in the law^, 
Both Houses of Parliament unapimod^y 
coudemned the grievance “ aggravated,” 
as a great man said, “ not supported 
by the judgment.” The judges were 
impeached, and compelled to fly /rom 
their country, or dragged as prisoners 
from the bench where they' aflministered 
justice: and finally these judgments and 
proceedings were solemnly and for ever 
condemned by act of parliament. 

If such was the fate of an exercise of 
prerogative—justified by so many seeming 
examples-and high authorities, what could 
be thought of a case like the present? 
In tliree and twenty years discussi^f one 
example of the excriion of #Ucli a power 
had been found. There was one such case 
in the reign of Henry 4lh balanced by 
another of an opposite tendency, in the 
, reign of the very same prince. Only one 
rufty precedent could be found, afterVan- 
sacking the whole armoury of prerogative. 
For four hundred -years it seemed to be 
admitted that there was no example, 
or at leSst none such as could be quoted 
as au^riiy of the exorcise of this pre¬ 
tended prerogative. But what sort of 
prerogative is that which rests upon a, 
single instance of exercise, and which has 
been disused for lour centuries ? If this 
or much more were sufficient, no part of 
English liberty could be |ccure. Tlicre 
was nh violation of right, of which more 
than one example might not be. foimd 
scattered over the yecords off so mtmy 
ages to times of confusion or m Tioleii(»« 
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Tliis absence of precedent was at least 
decisive proof of the established polic^r of 
our ancestors. The famous clause of 
Magn!\Charla, however interpreted, tlie 
hospitamy shown to the Flemish refugees 
from the "merciless Alva, the humanity 
exercised^ even under a Popish king to the 
* Protestants, who fled from the persecution 
of Louis 14tli, tile attempts often made 
and once in the very be$t period of our 
liistory * with success, to naturalize all fo¬ 
reign Protestants,—all these examples, 
and the whole course of our history show 
that it was our ancient 4 >ohcy to welcome 
and foster foreign fugitives, to endow them 
witli the privileges of freemen of this realm 
-- not to cast tlietn as slaves on tlie plea¬ 
sure of the Crown. And to do justice to 
the act of 1793, it did not profess perma¬ 
nently to abandon these ancient principles 
of English policy. Whether it was or 
was not justifled by the circumstances 
of that period, it was not now in the least 
■J^ree useful to discuss. But certainly 
the preajnblc of that statute most amply 
acknowledges, that the general policy is 
an unfettered admission of strangers, and 
that restraints are Justifiable only in circum- 
ctaiuips of extreme danger. It sets forth, 
that, “ under the present circumstances 
much danger may arise to the public 
tran(|uillity from the resort and residence 
of a great and unusual number of aliens.” 

A law fon^tbe regulation of aliens de¬ 
fended on principles which require its per¬ 
petuity, on the ground of any less dhngcr 
than that of 1793, and justifled by any 
consideration but that of equal peril to the 
internal, tranquillity of this country, was 
M all these ;jpespects a deviation from the 
policy of the act of 1793. That statute was 
founilcd on a temporary danger to the quiet 
of this kingdom of the utmost magnitude, 
iiimilar restrictions without an equal 
and limilar danger must be condemned, 
not supported by the precedent of that 
statute. Those indcefl who thought that 

* 7 Anne, c. 5, “ Whereas*the in¬ 
crease of people is a means of advanqng 
tlie wealth and strength of a nation, and 
whereas many strangers of the Protestant 
or reformed religion out of a due consi¬ 
deration of the happy constitutiomof the 
overnment of this realm, would be in- 
uced to transport themselves and their 
•states into this kmgdora, if they might be 
tame partakers of the ^"advantages and 
pnvileg^ wjiich the natnml bom iuhiects 
thereof do enjoy, " 
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act unnecessary must think so of the pre¬ 
sent bill. But those who consentea to 
adopt such an extreme measure under the 
extraordjpary circumstances of jliat time, 
were 9ound‘ in consistency.to be first 
convinced that there existed so great an 
evil before they concurred in the adoption 
of an equally violent remedy. The same 
species of danger was not now «ven pre¬ 
tended. No man now affected to dream 
of any machinations of foreigners against 
the quiet of this country. Nobody could 
contend that any measures of precaution 
were necessary against the agents of fo¬ 
reign governments or the emissaries of 
foreign factions. There never was a mo¬ 
ment in which such apprehensions wc^ 
more chimei'ical. 

Was it, thou, to provide against danger 
to other governments that the ancient 
policy of our laws was to be altered i It 
had been said, that this bill would be 
agreeable to other governments!” The 
minister had notified to tl^ House the 
pleasure of the continental sovereigns that 
we should have an alien bill. He had 
brought down a message from the con¬ 
gresses of Vienna and Paris, recommend¬ 
ing to padiament to shut this country 
against all the victims of their arrange¬ 
ments. They had not openly stipulated 
for the passing of an alien law, but the 
House was now ohviouilji-called upon to 
give effects to the understanding which 
prevailed among all the members of these 
assemblies. No doubt it j^ould always be 
agreeable and always convenient to govern¬ 
ments, that refugees from their oppressions, 
might find no safe and honourable asylum 
—above all, that they might,find no re¬ 
fuge in a free count,'^ fftif.. which they 
might make their complaints heard by all 
Europe. This was the strongest of all ob¬ 
jections to the bill, uwiess we meant to 
render our laws the engines of every op¬ 
pression that might be practised by the 
despotic governments of the cootinenL 
It would have been certainly i^pry “ agree^^ 
able” to Philip 2nd and to Louis 144h, that 
the Flemish dr French Protesta.lts had 
been prohibited to land on the English 
shore; or, what would have been the same, 
that they had been subjected to such an 
arbitrary potrer of expulsion, as to deter 
them from taking refuge in so precarious 
an abode. > 

• The number of foreigners now here had 
been repeatedly mentioned as unusual, 
in itsel#^ enot^gh to justify precaution, 
f UtoM numbei* were now before ^ 
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llonsc. There were now twenty-two 
thousand, end it appeared that the nuniber 
of aliens usually resident here was proba¬ 
bly about eighteen thousand^ ^These 
were merchants, clerks, handicraftsmen, 
teachers, and artists, or domestic lervants, 
who, generally speaking, must be consi¬ 
dered as making no part of this case. 
They came here fo exercise industry and 
to seek fortune. They contributed to the 
Tiationali^calth or enjoyment, while they 
augmented their own fortune. Their number 
was an indication of the general confidence* 
of inaonious and industrious men through¬ 
out Europe, in the justice of our laws and 
the humanity of our people. How small a 
pfoportion of the resident foreigners were 
affected by political circumst&nces, would 
appear from an inspection of the return. It 
was well known, that the fargreater number 
of the French emigrants in this country 
letumed to France, in consequence of 
the atanesty 6f 1802. Yet from 1801 to 
1804, the Miholc number of aliens were 
not reduced by fouw thousand. And the 
influx from every part of the continent 
after so long and so rigorous an interrup¬ 
tion of intercourse with England, did not 
increase the whole number above four 
thousand, from 1812 to 1814. Supposing 
a thousand to have returned with Louis 
18th, (which, would probably be an ex¬ 
aggeration) aliens would not be 

five thousand. And as none of the fol¬ 
lowers of Napoleon were 'dispersed by 
the first conquest of France, it is ap¬ 
parent that the far greater part of the 
i^ew comers must have consisted of that 
foibmissive and timid body who repair 
hither in pursuit of subsistence or for¬ 
tune. The ntrttib’er aliens in this country 
at the present moment was not half 
the number of the Protestant refugees 
in the last country. It was not a fourth 
more than the probable number of those 
who usually reside here. There was, per¬ 
haps, no other industrious and opulent 
country withiSo small a relative number; 
and thCT were of necessity persons who 
must Ifdve the least ’ will end the least 
power to disturb the public peaoe. 

But he was really ashamed of labouring 
to lessen the number of foreigners as if it 
wfte 8 just object of apprehension. It 
•was too great a compKance with the 
lUiherai and pusillanimous policy of tliis 
biHit diht number was heretofore oor* 
pridg$> OOd it was not to the honour our 
tHT^Sji^at it was now become out' terror. 
Miir order termate a richt estimate inf 
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this bill, it was necessary to consider these 
numbers in anoftier point of view. It was 
a bill to subject twenty thousand residents 
in Great Britain to banishment at mhour’s 
warning, on secret information,^-ithout 
knowledge of their ofience, wdhout the 
possibility of proving the clearest inno¬ 
cence. it might be as great a hardship to 
be banished from the country of choice, 
as from the country of birth. It might be 
a most severe punishment to be banished 
from their sole refuge, j&om the seat of 
their fortune,, or the best scene of their 
industiT. Was is nothing to be driven 
from friends, perhaps from connexions, 
from the residence wliich cither from inte¬ 
rest or afiection they had chosen above 
any other? Did not a compulsory ex¬ 
pulsion from a country naturally affect the 
convenience, the feelings, and the charac¬ 
ter of the man expelled ? Was not this a 
punishment ? Might it not in many cases 
be a more cruel punishment than just laws 
inflict on criminals after a conviction^,£vfi» 
dangerous ofiences upon clear evidence ? 
Would the House vest in the mini'.ters of 
the Crown the powers of inflicting this 
punishment upon twenty thousand fo¬ 
reigners who had chosen to reside in^Eng- 
land ? Would they grant such power 
where these ministers themselves with the 
best intentions never could certainly know 
whether they did right or wrong; where 
they must be almost entirely at the mercy 
of secret informers, whose nialice must be 
freed'from the only effectual check as soon 
as the accused are deprived of all means 
of detecting and exposing false accusa¬ 
tions ? Unjust banishment mighf^ be in¬ 
flicted tvithout any previous defenelh 
against it, or any subsequent responsibility 
for it. For it was an insolent mockery 
to speak of repsonsibility where the cause 
, of punishment was to be concealed from 
tlifj accused, concealed from parliaihent, 
from the public, and if possible even from 
posterity. We were indeed told that 
where aqabase was shown parliament would 
compfeil ministers to give information. 
But the object of the bill was to render 
the exposure of abuse impracticable ? It 
was otherwise with many dangerous delega- 
.tions of discretionary power; for instance, 
in whalwas chUed tne suspenion of the 
Habeas Corpus act—there the prisoners, 
generally Englishmen, were sooner or 
later rWored to liberty! If the law re- 
fosed them its aid, they might still com- 
jflida/iwith safety and effect ^ fliey stiii 
Md a free ureas and a emierefUi -COiHte 
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try. Tliey might excite universal indig¬ 
nation against their oppressors. But what 
was the fate of the fugitive from civil or 
ecclesiastical tyranny, if he should be 
unjustly.driven out under this bill ? If he 
had founchanother asylum, was he likely to i 
endanger it; would he provoke new cue- j 
mies by charges of oppression against the 
powerful government which had just ex- j 
pelled him ? Where, indeed, w'as such 
an asylum left ? Holland and Switzerland, 
the Protestant principalities of Germany, 
formerly sliarcd with England the honour 
pf protecting the fuginve'^ Which of 
them would now dare to give public pro¬ 
tection to a poor exile who entered their 
territories with the brand of a second 
banishment from England? No! they 
must for ever hide their wrongs, they 
must purchase a trembling and precarious 
protection by silence; they must not be¬ 
tray their hiding place by complaining 
aloud. If they arc suffered to return to 
their native country, would the}"^ send 
coiiiplaints here which w'ould subject them 
to new' {Jfroscription from those whom this 
bill is introduced to please ? Would the}? 
complain of the government of England in 
order to be placed under the government 
of Siberia ? The means of proving abuse, 
in general *the means of making out a 
probable case of abuse, arc taken away by 
the bill; and wc were called u!^on to prove 
abuses, or to consent to the bill. The 
grand mischief of this bill was, that it 
rendered the proof of abuse impossible. 
The law itself was the abuse. Every act 
done under it was wrapped up in eternal 
darkne's that it might be secure of eternal 
impunity. t 

Surely no man would venture to say, that 
under such a law there was not a great 
probability of injustice. If there were 
not, why did wc boast of all the protect¬ 
ing farms of our criminal law ? Why wefe 
accusations* precise, witness^ examined 
in presence of the aepused, or by him, 
juries appointed to be independent and im¬ 
partial, and judges and juries subjected to 
public opinion? All these were useless 
and cumbersome contrivances, if there 
trere not a. great chance of injustice in a 
proceeding founded in secret charges from 
unknown informers, followed by a clandes¬ 
tine banishment, which imposed silence on 
the exile alraos^as clFeetually as death it¬ 
self. Were not the publicity of prdcced- 
ings and the facility of defence, as neces- 
sarjjT to guard the judge and minister 
against falsraood, os to secure the culprit j 
from oppression f { 


It was vain to say that there had at 
last been introduced into the alien act 
of 1816 a power of appeal to the privy 
council, which would be preserved iu the 
present. He had some knowledge of the 
clause which gave tlfat appeal, and had 
at first sanguine hopes that it might have 
given some security. But he was unde¬ 
ceived; one such appeal had Qccurred. 
The privy council liad decifled that the 
alien was neither entitled to kuow the 
charge against him, nor to be ubfended 
by counsel. That the privy council bad 
properly interpreted the clause, he did not 
presume to doubt; but their decision ren¬ 
dered the appeal illusory. Nothing could 
be more ridiculous, if it were not sb 
deplorable, than the spectacle of a fo¬ 
reigner defending himself against a charge 
which was kept secret from him without 
even power to show general probability of 
innocence by the testimony of witnesses 
or by the arguments of counsel. No 
such principle was ever iict(^d on in the 
star chamber, where tl{e charge was known 
and the proceedings generally public. 
There was no parallel to it but in the tri¬ 
bunal of thf holy inquisition—-and not 
even tlicrcg^ as it had been modihed on the 
late rc-cstablishment in any Catholic state 
but Spain. 

But it was said, this is a political and 
not a judicial proceeding. Of what in> 
portance was the epithet by which it is 
described ? It is a proceeding which may 
affect the character, the; property, tiie 
safety, in some cases perhaps the lifb, of 
twenty thousand men. There was no magic 
in the word “ political.’* It is as important: 
to these men to have securitjes against 
wrong in political as tp the judicial pro¬ 
ceedings ; but it was said that such for¬ 
malities would altogetiier enervate the 
measure. To thi. it swuld only be an¬ 
swered, that such a defence is condemna¬ 
tion. There could not be a more sure 
: criterion of a tyrannical law than that its 
I whole, elEcacy depended on Jhc destruc¬ 
tion of all the safeguards of innocent men 
against punishfticnt. s 

I At last^it might be defended on the 
> ground of confidence in personal character, 
to which he would very shortly answer, 
that he dreaded much more the impos¬ 
ture to Vhich nuoisters uvere exposed by 
this system of darkness, than acts of op- 
I .pression intentional on their part; and 
i that if he trusted the humanity of minis- 
! ters (which from personal observation he 
certainly was inelmed to do), there was 


t 
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no reason why they should be trilled 
by the hundreds in every part of Europe, 
who would have sought rei'uge here, if 
their residence had been assured by law, 
instead of depending on tlie equity and 
njercy of ministers.* The evil of alien acts 
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sion'of tpany without cause. Perhajjs vir 
tuous men viere bow working in chains on 
the wallftof Ceuta, or in the harbour of Ma¬ 
nilla, wio would have sought shelter under 
the laws of England, but who dreaded 
(however unfortunately) the protection 6f 
the allies of Ferdinand 7th. To be here 
in such a state was to live by will and not 
by law. This was the very definition of 
slavery. Aliens under such a regulation 
had no assured abode. They had only a 
respite from banishment during the plea¬ 
sure of a minister. It was a bill to reduce 
twenty thousand men to slavery—not by 
tlie privation of political privileges—luxu 
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Mottdai/, Min/ l;{. 

Inisn Tithcs.] The Earl of Kingston 
moved the second reading of the Irish 
Tithes bill. The object of the bill was, 
he said, to remedy an inconvenience 
which was complained of*in Ireland, and 
which arose from the sentences of the ec- 


__ _ _ clesiastical courts against persons who, in 

rks*whicIi"|^Tong 0^^^^ to few°nations— j numbers of four or five, gave notice on 

but by being berej"! of the right not to ~ .' .. 

be condemned without knowledge of their 
crime, and punished without the possibi¬ 
lity of manifesting innocencc«-whith even 
the worst governments profess to respect 
as the common rights of mankind. It was 
a bill to repeal Magna Charta, to close 
the city of refuge which had opened its 
gates to the fugitive and the supplicant 
during the tempests and convulsions of six 
centuries. If it passed into a law, the 
soil of England, instead of the glorious 
privilege of enfranchising the slave, would 
henceforward have the wretched power 
TO enslave the free. 

Mr. Jones opposed the bill, as being 
most unconstitutional in its principle, and 
highly oppressive in its operation. 

The House divided: 

For the sectuid reading . U1 

Against it ... k? 
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same day to the clergyman to take -WT” 
tilhes. This had been considered as a 
fraud on the clergyman, by rendering it 
impossible for him to take up his tithes at. 
all, and an act had been passed making it 
a misdemeanor /.'or four or five persdhs to 
give such a notice with such intention. 
But it might and did often happen in Ire¬ 
land, that four or five persons gave notice 
to the clergyman to take his tithes on the 
same day, without any intention to defraud 
the clergyman, and without any thing like 
a conspiracy; and yet the Irish ccclc» 
siastical courts punished this as a misde¬ 
meanor under the act; and the object of 
this bill was to explain and amend that 
act. 

The Lord Chancellor expressed In’s sur- 

{ irisc that the ecclesiastical courts in Ire- 
and should suppose themselves qualified 
to try for a misdemeanor. If the}^ had 
sach a power, all he could say was, that 
the law in Ifeland was very diil'ercnt from 
the law in England. It was, in his opi¬ 
nion,, also a mistake that the notice by 
four Or five persons on the same day coul^ 
be* taken as a presumption of any vexa¬ 
tious intention. The act would not ad¬ 
mit of such a construction. If the prin¬ 
ciple of the present Iiill was right, tiio 
enactments were insufficient to carry it 
into execution. ^ 

The Marquis of LansddiuH said, lie un¬ 
derstood from others, as well, as from bis 
noble friend, that such an opinion did pre- 
bivaU in the ecclesiastical courta of Ireland. 
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The farmers were consequently deterred 
from setting out their corn at the time 
wlien the weather was most favourable. 
The declaration, however, of the noble 
and lec'rncd lord, that such was not the 
taw, would, he hoped, answer the purpose 
intende(^to be accomplished by the bill. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, tiiat the 
present bill was by no means calculated to 
set the matter right. Flc had no hesita* 
tion in stating, that for foflr or five persons 
to give notice on the same day, without 
the connection of any circumstances that 
could prove it to have*originated in an un¬ 
lawful conspiracy, was no^ a misdemeanor. 
If such decisions had been made as were 
alluded to, he thought the best course 
would be to nmve for the removal of the 
persons who had so decided. If he was 
asked, wivether such decisions were or 
were not legal, he should not hesitate one 
moment in stating that they were not. 

Lord Holland declared his respect for 
the authority of the noble and learned 
but if such enormous abuses existed 
in Irelaiwl, he thought the Mouse should 
not be satisfied without instituting an in; 
quiry into the subject. On a former night, 
when it was stated that many grievances 
existed in that country, tthe answer was, 
bring forward your cases, and wc will 
apply the remedy.y If some step was 
not taken with regard to theqircsent sub¬ 
ject, that pledge would not be redeemed. 
The most regular and parliamentary mode 
of proceeding would be to move f^r in¬ 
formation. He could not speak from his 
own experience, having no connexion with 
Ireland, but be always understood that all 
questions relative to tithes were prosecuted 
in the ecclesiastical courts. This was a 
p;reat addition to the hardship of tithes. 
They should examine the nature of these 
courts, their inode of proceeding, and the 
principles on which they decided. ’ 

The Arehbishop of Cashel said, ho w^is 
sure that nn instance had "occurred in 
which any decision wds given by the ec¬ 
clesiastical courts of the nature alluded to. 

Lord Redesdale expressed his corn'ic- 
tion tiiat the courts in Ireland were not so 
ignorant as to come to such decisions. 
He remembered that, when he was in Ire¬ 
land he was applied to by a clergyman, 
who never entertained the idea of apply¬ 
ing to the ecclesiastical courts, complain¬ 
ing that notic6 iiad been sent to ^im on 
the same day by four Jiundred persons. 
T^ clergy were put to great incon- 
Veaimicc itf tliatcountrv by the injudicious 
( VOL.-XXXIV.) - 
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union of several parishes, and it would be 
well if something could be done to put' an 
end to the litigation between the clergy 
and landholders. The present hill, how¬ 
ever, could produce no such effefct. 

The Ijlarquis of Bikkin^fhdm said, that 
every word he had heard convinced him 
more and more of the necessity of the 
motion he had submitted a short time ago, 
for an inquiry into the "State of Ireland. 
The best course, on the present occasion, 
he thought would be, for the nob^lf lord to' 
withdraw his bill, and move for a com¬ 
mittee to inquire into the state and .prac¬ 
tice of the ecclesiastical courts, with refe¬ 
rence to that subject. 

The Marquis of Downshire remarked, 
that both thp clergy and the farmer expe¬ 
rienced great diificulty from the practice 
of the ecclesiastical courts, lie also com- 
lained of the union of parishes. He 
new one clergyman himself who had six 
parishes to attend to, the duties of wliich 
it was impossible be could perform. He 
should gladly give his suppoil; to any mea¬ 
sure, the object of v^liich was to prevent 
the litigation between the clergy and 
lancIhoIuei'S. 

The Earf of Kinpslon expressed his 
satisfaction at what Itad fallen from the 
noble and learned lord, and said, that, in 
the course of the next session, he would 
move for a committee. He then, with 
the leave of the House, withdrew (he bill. 

Tlie Marquis of Buckivfthani wished to 
know whether his majesty’s ministers 
would be favourable to fhe motion for a 
committee. 

Lord Sidmouth said, that if such a mo¬ 
tion was made, and grounds were stated 
in support of it sufficient to satisfy thcnn « 
of its necessity, mitdslcrs would not ob¬ 
ject. 

1 

Uncon sTiTUTJOTiXt Tnteiifkrence 
; OP THE Military.J The Earl of JEsseo; 
said, it was witli great pain be felt it ne- 
1 ccssary again to trouble the House with 
I regard to the improper lutcrfcrence of tho 
I Military. A circumstance, howcijer, had 
I again happened to him, which rendered it 
a public'duty on his part to bring the sub¬ 
ject before their lordsiiips. This day, on 
liis attempting to enter Pall-Mall, he was 
stopped by the soldier}'-, who insisted that 
he should not go*along that street; and on 
his calling for a constable,* lie was an- 
‘swered by one of the military, ** Wc have 
nothing to do with constables here.” • He 
then inquired for the officer of the guard, 
(2 I) 
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and was told he was at Carlton House. 
He did not attempt after this to proceed 
up Pall-Mall, but went along the Hay- 
market ai).d other streets. He was not at 
the time aware of i\)iy circumstance that 
could, in the slightest degree calhfor any 
military parade; he had since learned that 
the lord mayor and corporatibn of London 
had been,.up with an address; but was that 
an occasion tliat could call for a display of 
troops, ^e blocking up of streets, and the 
interruption of peaceable citizens on the 
king's highway ? This had extremely sur- 
rised liim, after the pledge which had 
een given by the noble secretary of state 
on a former occasion. He felt it to be 
impossible for him to pass over this second 
instance of military interference without 
subordination to the civil power; and 
would therefore move for a copy of the 
order under which tlic military were au¬ 
thorized to act this day in Pall-Mall and 
its vicinity. ' 

Lmd aidmouth strongly disapproved, 
tinder the circumstances, of the noble carl’s 
motion. He had, as stated by him on a 
former night, taken steps in order to pro¬ 
vide an adequate number of peace oiBcers, 
whenever the military were called out. 
Ho had stated, that the military were not 
called out under the order of the secretary 
of state. But he felt that whenever the 
military were called out for the purpose 
of individual accommodation, or public 
convenience, that an adequate number of 
peace officers should be in attendance. 
Under that impression, positive directions 
had been issued from bis office to the ma¬ 
gistrates of Westminster, to have peace 
^cers attending upon all such occasions. 

' Un the next occasion these orders W'ere 
repeated. There did appear to be a want 
of that species of communication on occa¬ 
sions of this sort, «which seemed to be ne¬ 
cessary for the information of the civil 
power. He was of opinion, that the mili¬ 
tary ought never to be called out without 
the civil poi^er being duly apprized .of it. 
He thought there was a defect in the 
existin|| mode of communication, although 
the military were not ordered tlyrough the 
y authority of tlie secretary of state. He 
x^^ated his opinion that the military 
. hot to be called out without a com- 

Xi^icai^oa to the secretary of state. In 
llie presenj^ Instance, no such communi- 
been made. If it were so, the* 
would be responsible, if 
oarefwttHiiilrtakea to provide an adequate 
aupply irf^peace-offiewrs. He trusted he 


had said enough to satisfy their lordships 
of the propriety of such an arrangement, 
and, with a reference to which, of the im¬ 
propriety of acquiescing in the motion. 
He deprecated any thing like an appear¬ 
ance ot injustice to those who on all occa¬ 
sions, except those lately adverted to in 
that House, had conducted themselves iu 
a way that must attach the good-ivill and 
respect of all classes of his majesty’s sub¬ 
jects. 

The Earl of Essex meant no disrespect 
to the description o£ persons in question. 
His wish was merely to know by whose 
orders the military were called out, so as 
to obstruct the free passage of his ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects in the public streets. 

Earl FilzwilUam contended, that what 
had been advanced by the noble secretary 
of state went directly in favour of the mo¬ 
tion, it appearing clearly from what the 
noble viscount hud stated, that he did not 
know of the military being called out this 
day; and as therclore they were npt, 
called cut under the sanction of any re¬ 
cognized and responsible civil authority, 
k became the more incumbent upon the 
House to call for tlie authority, be that 
authority what it might, under whic^ the 
troops iiad been' so called out. He was 
the more jealous upon this point, because 
there appeared a repetition of the attempt 
to set up tlie'military power above the civil 
power, in violation of the first principles 
of the constitution. The noble earl in¬ 
stanced a case at York in August, 18H, 
where, on the ascension of Mr. Sadler, 
the aeronaut, soldiers had made their ap¬ 
pearance to keep the ground, and, as it 
was afterwards discovered, without any 
authority derived from the civil power. 
It was this calling out of the military upon 
every trifling occasion, without that subor¬ 
dination to the civil power, under which 
alpne they ought to be called out,*that 
rendered it imperative duty bn the part 
of that House to,interfere, particularly 
when they found that the pledge given by 
the nc^fe viscount, that upon the occa- 
siojjs •hen the military were called out 
they should be placed under the control 
of the civil power, had not been re¬ 
deemed. 

Lord Sidmottih said, he perfecUy 
agreed, that where for the preservation or 
restori^ion of the mace i( was necessary 
to calfoHt the military,* it ought only to 
be done in subordination to the cSril 
power. Hiere could 
thik point; but 
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where the military were merely called out 
for purposes of state or'public couveni* 
cnee. All that he had staged upon this 
head was, that he would take care that 
civil officers should be stationed where the 
military n«re stationed, ~and to eflect this 
he had been most anxio.us in giving direc¬ 
tions. He must say, however, that upon 
the occasions of state or public conveni¬ 
ence on which the military were called 
out, they behaved in an exemplary man¬ 
ner, so far as he could learn, to every in¬ 
dividual. 

. The Earl of 'Es$ex arljiiittcd, that upon 
the present occasion, he received no insult 
or violence from the soldiers, and that they 
were of course bound to obey the orders 
of their officer. 

The Marquis of liuckingham^ whilst he 
gave credit to the noble viscount on the, 
other side for bis constitutional opinions, 
could not by any means agree that he had 
redeemed his pledge. On the contrary, 
not only had the interruption by military 
interference been repeated, but it appear¬ 
ed that there was a power greater than 
that of the noble secretary of state, whichi 
had ordered out these troops without his 
knowledge or participation, and by which, 
in dchance of law, peaceable citizens pro¬ 
ceeding in their lawful avocations on the 
King’s highway were stopped, and com¬ 
pelled to go to the right or thh left at the 
pleasure of a soldier. It was high time 
that that House should interfere when 
they witnessed the continuance of these 
proceedings—when they saw that a power 
was set up above the law, by which, in de¬ 
fiance of the law, peaceable citizens were 
interrupted by soldiers, acting not only 
without any orders from the civil power, 
but without any connexion with any re¬ 
cognized civil authority. This had been 
clearly proved by the speech of the noble 
viscoant, and that speech was one of tlje 
roost forcible arguments for motion of 
his noble friend. Let ^heir lordships as¬ 
certain, as it was their constitijtionai duty 
to do, who it was, be his rank in the state 
what it might, that had thus ordered ^ut 
a military force to stop and interrupt 
peaceable« citizens in their progress 
through the streets, without any legal or 
recognized authority, in defiance of law, 
and 10 violation of tne constitution. 

The Earl of ^auderdale said, that this 
matter now assuiiAed a more seriods ap- 
pn^ance from the docurines that were 
m^tamed by the noble secretary of state. 
H»-hB4 always understood that, by tlie 
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law and constitution of this country, the 
civil power was to be first employed for 
the preservation of the peace, and that 
the military were never to be chilled out 
except where the civil powur was found 
to be insufficient, and then only at the 
special requisition of the civil magistrate. 
But, from the doctrines now maintained, 
it would appear that we lived not under a 
civil government, but a mllitusy despotism, 
and that the military might be coaled out, 
and in an illegal manner stop passengers 
ou the highway without any authority 
from the civil magistrate, and even with¬ 
out any notice sent to the office of the 
secretary of state at the head of the civil 
power. The noble secretary said his 
ple.dge was,* that he would order con¬ 
stables to attend when tlio military were 
called out: but it appeared that they did 
not think it ivorth wliile to give him any 
notice of the intention to call out ihe mi¬ 
litary: and even if he liad^ordered the 
constables to attend, what w'js the use of 
their attendance unless they were to &ct ? 
It could serve no other purpose hut to in¬ 
crease the crowd and confu!,ion. It did, 
therefore, appear absolutely necessary 
that their Iprdships should know by whom 
this order had been given, and what was 
its nature. 

Lord Sidmouth admitted, that by the 
law and constitution of this country, when 
the object was the preservation ot the 
peace, -the civil power ought to be em¬ 
ployed first; and that th^ military ought 
to be called upon only in case the civil 
power should be insufficient, and then only 
at the requisition of the civil magistrate. 
This had been his principle and his prac¬ 
tice. But then there were occasions when 
the military were called out, not for the 
preservation of the peace, but for the pur¬ 
poses df parade or publi^onvenience, and 
then certainly the civil power had not al¬ 
ways been in attendance. The practice 
was of early date, though it had, perhaps, 
of ]at,e increased, and might require 
greater vigilance on the part of the civil 
magistrate; but he should take measures 
•to apply tl^e remedy, and saw no necessity 
for the production of this order. 

The Marquis of Lansdown contended, 
that this repetition of unauthorized mili¬ 
tary interfereocejtmperatively called upon 
their lordships to take some st^ps to pre¬ 
vent such a violation of the constitution; 
and as a first step, they ought to be in¬ 
formed by whose authority these orders 
had been given. It clearly appeared, that 
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bourhood of Carlton House. But could a competent authority. Parliament had 
he possibly require to Be informed that ordered the streets to be kept clear; and 
that was precisely the spot where the mul- this was one of their standing orders. But 
titude were most likely to assemble, from what took place witii respect to, the rnili^ 
idleness, from vague curiosity, or from a tary? A complaint,was made by lord 
natural desire to witness the citiisens of Kenyon^ and they were withdrawn. The 
London^oing up to the Prince Regent in constables alone were (irst to act; and if 
their corporate capacity, to congratulate they were unable to discharge their duties, 
him upon an event which had diffused the military were then to assist tliem. It 
general joy and satisfaction throughout could not be justilied by theriaws of this 
the country. He had no doubt tliat if a country, that soldiers should impede the 
sufficient power had not been provided, progress of any subject, before the civil 
uproar and confusion would liavc ensued, power had been called in. Would the 
and pcrlinps even lives, mi!;ht have been fion. and learned gentleman say that the 
destroyed. It did not,.however, there- soldier in this case could justify stopping 
fore follow, that the military were to iiavc the noble lord, merely because he acted 
a licence to abuse and insult peaceable under the orders of bis officer ? Kven the 
subjects going along upon their own civil officer had no rigid to order tlie sol- 
private afliiirs. The answer wiiich liad ditrs tOjflTffp-ftlJ. pe<M)l(' who were passing 
been given by the soldier, was one which the streets. Tlie mm. and learned gen- 
surely need not* excite surprise. lie was | tieman had said, that the House would 
unquestionably under the command of his I descend from its ilignity by enti-rtaitiing 
superior officer, and he might state so j the discussion of this matter*, but, surely, 
knowing that his officer was under the | tlie same might have been sajd of Ilarnp- 
control of the civil power, l/pon the | den and his ship-mon.p 3 '. 'I’lie appropria- 
whoie, *t really' appeared to him that the | tion of live shillings was not perh ips, in 
discussion of questions of this kind wa/5 i itself, deserving of notice; but the in- 
calculated to advance neither tli(>;,clj|(t- quiry was valuable, because it was a viola- 
raetjr of the constitution nor tlie^lJfia- tion of tliQ constitution. If this was the 
racter of that House *[Mear, Ireur!]. act of the soldier himself, it m'ight be 
He thought lliey might occupy them- proper to refer it to the courts of law; 
selves more consistently with thdbow'ii but if it was done by the orders of govern- 
dignity, than in inquiring, dhy afte^wijii ment, that House was the only place in 
whether this or that soldier had conducted* "’WIIJUj it' ought to be discussed, 
himself with becoming courtesy towards Mr. G’//y).s i)bsorvcd, that he was anxious 
certain individuals, in allowing orrin re- to have older preserved all occasions, 
fusing their permission to pass. but did not wish to alarm the public, or to 

Mr. Wynn regretted that he had not endanger the liberties of the country, 
received more inforoialion from the lion. Mr. Addhinlun said, that when on a 
and learned gentleman, whose liigh au- former occasion, a similar question to the 
thority and knowledge in the law would ! present, had been agitated in another * 
have been entitled to so much attention, place, a noble relative of his had promised 
With respect to the employment of the to exert his endeavours to prevent a re- 
military, he apprehended it could never; currence of the inco!^*enicnco, and he 
be jftstitied, except when under the direct could state, that ewery means had been 
control of*the peace officer.. Neither fhe taken to do so. On the very next morn- 
authority of the officcyr commanding, nor ing after the complaint was made, general 
the authority of the sover^gn himself, direc|ions were sent to the j[)olice ningis- 
could justify a soldier, in stopping an in- trates, desiring, that on all similar occa- 
dividual on the high way, unless called in sions, at least two of them should attend 
expressly by a peace officer. If the con- in person^ together with a proper number 
stable, wil^h his staff, found himself unable of police officers. In addition to that 
to maintain the peace, then he might call general direction, special instructions had 
upon the soldier to aid him, as he might also been given upon particular days, and 
any other person. That was the only if none had beey given on the pn sent oc- 
oroer that could justify the military in in- casi^{though he did not«doui)t bui they 
terfitrtBgb The hon. and learned gentle- LinightY it could only be because no extra- 
■*^aJBrt bad compared the present cose to ordinay assemblage of persons was^pro- 
that of the^impeachment of Mr. Hastings, bably smticipated. 

On that occasion, however, there was Mr. Fomonby observed, that he did not 
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feel the present question in the same way 
that itscemed'to be felt by many honoura¬ 
ble gentlemen. He was much surprised 
at what had fallen from the right hon. gen¬ 
tleman who,spoke ,last. He said he was 
not apprized of what bad been dene that 
day, though he took credit for his noble 
relative in having given general orders 
upon the subject. That very circum- 
stmice, in his (>j)ihion, made it necessary 
that the House should know what orders 
had been given, and by whom they were 
given. Bj what authority v'ere soldiers 
spread all over the town ? Who gave direc¬ 
tions ? And were they under the control 
of the peace officers ? It appeared, from 
the speech of the noble lord opposite, as 
if some person seemed to fcc> that on the 
last occasion, his mcmg/XIs'-.iViiii ‘ers hJd 
gone too fur in the iv£<y of concession, as 
if too much had been said about the con¬ 
trol of pctice officers, and as if an oppor¬ 
tunity had been expressly taken to con¬ 
vince th^ Ilqusc and the public that that 
was not the spirit ip which the military 
were to be employed. Could the riglit 
hon. gcntieinan state by whose orders the 
military had been called out^ what duty 
had been confided to them, or,what they 
conceived to be their duty that day ? 
Could he answer those questions, or could 
the ncblc lord answer them? lie did not 
mean to complain of the Life Guards. He 
had frequently observed their 
and tliought they always exercised the 
greatest forbearqpce and temper. He had 
indeed seen them so situated, that he won¬ 
dered any human being could bear the 
provocations they submitted to. But 
^ Etill that was no justification of their cm- 
‘ployment without sufficient necessity. 
He thought there was sufficient ground 
for the charge that a disposition did exist 
somewhere or otlMwr to employ the military 
on all occasions, whether they wore needed 
or not, and that disposition ought to be 
discountenanced. He did not find that 
any neccssity^had been stated, and ^lerc- 
fore ho reaily thought some further in¬ 
quiry should be made. It was not a matter 
which ought to be got rid of merely by 
moving the previous question. 

Mr. CroJeer protested against calling a 
few soldiers, posted before the royal resi¬ 
dence ^to enforce order, a military force 
spreading over <;hc whole town. Hy^ose 
merciy to say, that the hon. and Ipurned i 
member for Winchilsea (Mr. Broijgham) 
had ^aced tlie question in its trda light, 
when he stated that the soldier^ should 


have been brought before a magistrate, 
anti examined w'lth regard to his conduct. 
This appeared to him to be consistent 
with good sense, and the best course to 
be pursued. It was well known, from the 
public prints, that a sentinel had lately 
behaved ill in exceeding the V-inits in 
Ball-Mall, and that he was punished by 
the usual authority of law. An applica¬ 
tion should have been made to the same 
quarter on the present occasion, and lie 
had no doubt a satisfactory decision might 
have been obtained. If there could be no 
redress obtaindl from the proper tribunal, 
the House was thp proper quarter in w'bich 
to make an application, and under these 
eircumstunces its interference would not 
be refused. He, therefore, saw no ground 
for the noble lord's motion, and would 
vote lor the previous question. 

Mr. Ponsoiihj denied tirtit lie had stated 
that the soldiery lia l extended over the 
whole metropolis. He merely had said 
that they were posted in places where 
they w'crc unnecessary to preserve order, 
considering the quarter from whence the 
caty procession came. 

JMdjicic said, that the real ques- 
tion'^r^efore the House was not, whj^ther 
soldier- had or had not been employed, 
but wlii'lhtr any orders had been issued 
for. tlj^ir employment by the executive 
{y^^rtfhmcnt. * He certainly considered it 
as highly unconstitutional to call out the 
railitaiyr except in aid of the civil [lower. 
Lord JiJ'iUun in rcpl^^ observed, that 
with respect to the advice which had been 
given by the honourable secretary to the 
admiralty, he did not know v-lietlicr his 
noble friend would or would not think it 
necessary to adopt that course. That, 
however, was a personal question between 
his noble friend and the soldier. The 
(ibjcctof the complaint, and of his motion 
was, to ascertain under what orders* the 
military actqd* I'or his own* part, he 
doubted whether, if they even originated 
in the office ^if the secretary for the home 
dcpartmdlit. they would be legal. He 
had^no complaint to make against the 
soldiers themselves; it was the system 
which placed them there to which he ob¬ 
jected. With respect to the insinuations 
of the noble lord opposite about seeking 
opportunities for being impeded and mo-. 
Icsted, be had no hesitation in statini', 
that hi% noble friend did go tKal oi\ 
purpose to ascertain whether he would be 
stopped or not. ^ 

The House then divided: 
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For the previous question... 112 

Against it .*. 'SI* 

Majority. — 58 

List of the Minority. 


Abercrombie, J. 

Law, Ed. 

Althorp, Mjsc. 

Leader, Wm. 
Lemon, sir W. 

Biiiluiin, Joseph 
Brand, hon. T. 

Lloyd, J. M. 

Biougliaui, 11. 

Lell'vrc, C. Shaw 

Browne, Doin. 

Martin, 11. 

( 'alcraft, John 

Marlin, Jolm 

('omptnn, earl 

Moore, Peter 

Coke,'l. W. 

INewporl, sir .John 

(Jiirwen, .1. C. 

Nijrlhr Dudley 

Duncimnon, lord 

Ossulston, loid 

-OuiKlii'', diaries 

Philips, George 

T'agiis-^oii, sir 11. C. 

I’onson'oy, rt. li. G. 

I'olev, iion. A. 

Porlman, K. Tl. 

I’cley, '11.oinas 

ProlheiDc, Ed. 

j''o)Kt'.4oi:e, lord 

Hand [lie, lord 

t JaskciJ, 11. ^ 

Itidh'y, sii M. W. 

tlipps, George 

Bow'ley, sirW. 

(Jordon, llobt. 

.‘'haifi, It. 

Graltoii, rt. hon. H. 

Smyih, J. n. 

(Jrant, J. P. 

.Stanley, lord 
'I’albol, It. W. 

(Juise, Mr Wm. 

llornli.v, bd. 

Thoinp.son, Thos. 
Tierney, rt. Imn. G. 

IJoinrr, I’ranris 

Iluise, (1. 

Warre, J. A.^ .. 

.iervciise, (5. P. 

Wynn, C. C. W>^ 

King, 5 *ir S. J>. 

Ti.r.Lriis. yT 

lvno.\, Thomas 

Sill Ion, vi.sc. f 

Lamb, hon W. 
Laiigton, Wm. G, 

Monek, sirC. f 


IIu.sr>ANDuy IIoKSKS I’lLi..] 7’he 
House having resolved itself into a coui- 
inittee on this Bill, • 

Mr. Burrell opposed the bill. The fax 
upon farm horses fell, he said, unequally 
and oppressively upon dilferent classes of 
farmers. He jnit the case of two fanners, 
the one having a good tarm, highly culti¬ 
vated, and comp i: tiiivcl}' requiring little 
labour to obtain all the produce it was 
capable of yiehling; the other managing 
land SF difficult cultivation, rugged and 
unequal in'its surface, and .demanding 
perpetual toil; in the ,lattcr instance a 
great number of horses would ^ required 
in proportion to the extent of groAnd, in 
the former a small number; and t^ie 
farmers liable to pay the tax would of 
course be,bound to contribute, not in 
proportion to their ability, but in propor¬ 
tion to their poverty, or tlie other disad¬ 
vantages with which they had to contend. 
The p ersog who.possGssed the worst farm 
,wgyU<fJ5y the most, although the'least 
anie to pay; and he wlio had the best 
land would pay the least, though the 
got^uess of flis soil augmented bis gains. 
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Tills tax, therefore, ought to be abolished 
altogether,- as it oppressed the farmer in, 
proportion to the diminution of his profits. 
Tlie hon. member concluded by,moving, 
that the tax bo wholly/epcgled. 

Mr. l>itvies Giddy said, be had always 
thought the property tax the best that 
could possibly he devised, and attended 
with the fewest objections. Unfortunately 
for the country that tax ha'd been repealed; 
[a laugh] although his right hon. friend 
had proposed to modify it. It was a tax 
indeed very much reprobated, but repro- 
bitod, as he lulieved, by those only whose 
share in pajing it. vvjs very small. He 
o!)jected to the continuance of the tax orr 
agricultural h irses, as absurd in the ex¬ 
treme. It had once been argued in favour 
of- Wltit better to employ' 

oxenTiran horses im agriculture. That 
argument, however, was futile iu every 
point of view. As, liowever, the property 
tax had been abandoned, it became par¬ 
liament to inquire whetliev Jli qv,^c ould 
consistently with the s^tte of thoTmanecs 
of the country, give up any other tax. 
Had the property tax not been repealed, 
it perhaps might have been easy for the 
chancellor of the exchequer to have, given 
up the salt, soap, and candle duties, and 
to have alleviated the pressure- of the as¬ 
sessed taxes. But making every allowance 
J or the situation in which that right hon. 
gJllllUlIiart was placed by' the unfortunate 
abolition of tl*e property tux, be would 
support the motion for tln^ repeal of the 
agricultural horse tax. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fully 
agreed with the last speaker on the dis¬ 
advantages resulting to the country from 
tlic abolition of tlie property tax. With 
respect to the tax on agricultural horses, 
he was aware there were many objections. 
,Yet anxious as he was to give relief to all 
classes of his Majesty’s subjects, he could 
not agree to give any further relief in this 
particular instance than what he had men¬ 
tioned in the bill. When tl\c property 
tax had been repealed by the House, he 
certainly thought it his duty to graAt the 
smaller cla^ oi' farmers, who were not af¬ 
fected by Uiat tax, some relief; and it 
was solely with that view he had proposed 
to alleviate the prc.ssure of the agricultu¬ 
ral horse tax. Ris proposal was, that 
those uhder 50/. of rent slftuU pay 3s., 
those abwe 50/. and under 100/. should 
pay 5s., and those above 100/. and be4pw 
150/. shokild pay 7s. The accounts on 
the table ahovfed the vast number of small 
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farms occupied in the country, and the 
plan he thus proposed would, he had no 
4oubty meterially relieve those. It was 
objected, that the persons who occupied 
farms of gseater eytent would not be be¬ 
nefited. Let the House remember that 
those persons were exempted from the 
property tax, and that it was just that 
those whose farms were so inconsiderable 
as not to be charged with the property 
tax, should be relieved. He thought it 
very hard not to grant them some indul¬ 
gence. Seventeen millions of taxes had 
this year been repealed, and he trusted 
the House would give him credit when he 
assured them, that it was his earnest wish 
to extend relief, as far as relief could pos¬ 
sibly be extended, to every individual in 
He kaiat-x^r^ * well that 


Miefi Bill. 




seventeen millions of taxes, as in fact that 
repeal was a matter of necessity, not of 
choice. The faith of parliament had been 
pledged to the abolition of the income 
tax, and besides, he believed in his con¬ 
science the people were not able to pay it. 
The tax on agricultural horsesrought to 
be repealed, as it was in fact a tax on 
machinery. It would bo as fair fur the 
chancellor of the exclicquer to tax the 
plough as it was to tax the horse. He 
entered his protest against its continuance, 
on the ground of its being hostile to all 
the principles* of taxation. 

Sir E. KnatcJibuU was sorry to feel it 
his duty to oppose any tax which appeared 
to have been maturely considered by his 
majesty's ministers. 

Mr. I4'i/ii7i reminded the right hon. 


the empire. ^ ^ ... 

many of the taxes he proposed to continue j gentleman that he had voted in a minority 
were objectionable, but the repeal of the j of five, twenty 3 '^ors agoj against Mr. Pitt 

property and malt war taxes left him no “ - . .. * 

alternative.* 

Moore denied that this tax was 
called ior; and lu'forc it or any others 
were agreed to, it was the bouiulen duty 
of the right hon. gentleman and his friends 
to lay before the House the* true state of 
its financial condition, and thp wliole sys- \ 
tem of taxation, that it might be judged 
what species of taxation was necessary. 

He would oppose every measure of this 


on the triple assossraent bill, uhen it was 
proposed to extend it to husbandly horses. 
No tax could be more unjust or unequal. 
In many parts of the country, on what 
were called upland farms, small liorses 
j^nly cpold be eundoyed, and their de- 
y of strength was of course made 
an increase in their nuinher. ^ 
Sihe. liurrfU condemned the tax as 
oppressive and nnequai. Many soils re- 
ryn double the proportion of horses 


. _ _^ q^ir 

kind, till such statements were broughtJi«^:t;fssary t6 others. 1 he right hon. gen 

^ _ A _ &.•*•« I • • vv. 1* *•_ . 1 _ _.1.. ... 


forward, when he was sure tffl! ffduse 
would not hesitate in afl'a<rding whatever 
aid was requirfd. 

Mr. Cuncen was ready to admit, that 
what had been conceded by tlic chancellor 
if the exchequer would be of great ad¬ 
vantage tg the small farmer; and it was 
not likely that the whole tax could bo 
given up. Lveryf horse that was unneces¬ 
sarily kept required a share of ground 


ticniaii should turn his attention rather to 
luxuries than to the hard earnings of hus- 
banihy. 

The committee divided 

For the amcndnicut. G2 

Against it. 87 

Majority. —25 

Amen Dim..] The order of tlie day 
for the House going into a commiitce on 


whose producc^as sufficient for a humang tlie Alien bill being read, 

. . * • 1 r. •• • 11 _ .1 1 .. 1 J .... *.*.*1. 


being, and it was tlicrefore desirable that 
the number of horses should be diminislicd 
as much as possible. He objected to cer¬ 
tain vexatiipis in the collection of ^le tax, 
which he hoped would be remedied, par- 
ticulA'ly that which subjected farmers to 
the duty for riding-horses, and^the charge 
for a groom. In one district 97 appeals 
had been made on this subject, and U'! of 
them had been deemed invalid. This 
was a great oppression.^ . 

Mr. J. tP. Grauty said, it was yo argu¬ 
ment for a tax, to say that a ceitain sum 
of ipoi^ was wanted and must/be made 
up. gave no praise to the chancellor 
of me exchequer for the repeal of the 


General Tiiornton took that opportunity 
of cxpressii^ his approbation bf it. The 
attorney-general Ijad the other night ad¬ 
verted to yic King’s prerogative of pre¬ 
venting the entrance of aliens into this 
country; I'i^dhe (general T.) wished now 
to*remind ministers of another prerogative 
of the crown—that of preventiog our own 
subjects from going abroad, or of recalling 
them when there, under penalty of con¬ 
fiscating their property. This evil of men 
of property going abroad, and avoiding 
the taxes which tlieir fellow-sirt>j8bts<li g^ 
to pay, was every day increasing; tluST’' 
branch of the kings prerogative should, 
tWefore be attended to, and a bill 
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brought in for taxing absentees. It would which parish registers and other docu- 
be the dutjr of ministers bring in a bill ments did rot furnish already ; and 
for preventing persons from going abroad seemed calculated only to gratify an idle 
to spend their money, and for recalling curiosity by vexatious processes, which 
those who were there, on penalty of con- called on persons to give a useless history 
fiseatiun o^property—[A laugh!]. of families and their connexions, which 

Sir iM.jV- Itidleif was unwilling to let they might be neither qualified nor at 
the bill pass tlirough this stage without leisure to give. 

declaring his sense of it. Whatever might Sir E. Iti ijd^^cs rose, w'ith evident 
be the reasons for .in alien bill in time of wannlb, to repel those charges. If the 
war, the change of tiinCt; and circum- hon. and learned gentleman’s consent to 
stances had entirely removed them. Tlie a sufferance of the hill was to be founded ' 
alien-ofllee since 1798 had cost the country on the supposition, that he meant mainly 
120,000/. Now, indeed, wi.»were told, it afld substantially to alter its nature, or 
w*as reduced to 8,000/. a year ; but even even its form, he begged not to mislead 
this expense should not he continued for the House by an inference that such was 
the support of what he must call a useless liis intention. He bnhlly and distinctly 
and ilhheral ofliee. lie tliought the bill avowed, that#l)is intention was nothing 
quite unnecessary, and the only reason he moje than.-sv, *-?.\neiidiiK nt in one part of 
could conjecture for its continuance was, tlijt- iuHofiinery of tii'A iiill. He thought 
the unwillingiiessiof ministers to relinquisli the lion, and learned gentleman was harsh 
any power once placed in their hands. lie and unfounded iti tlie character he had 
could not rest satisfied without entering given to it. Sir E. rather conveived that 
Ills protest against it. lie must be ignorant of the contents and 

Aldcrm.ni C. Smith defended the mca- objects of the measure^which iTe'^us op- 
sure as bfiiiig essential to the security of posed. It was not a fur ami liberal treat- 
the country. iincnt. The contempt and ridicule at- 

Mr. Grant remarked tlia^^lh^l tempted to be fixed upun the bill, and on 

lion, general might settle with his fri^js himself, the mover of it, he repelled witii 
the iniftisters as to the extent and wismitti indignation.* It was as unmerited’as it 
of his confiscatory bill. He iiiniself £/ould was uncaiulid.—f!ir E. was proceeding in 
not occupy the time of the House (^^ho these warm terms of resentment, when 
present measure, but would nfiierve • The Allnrnci) Genernl rose to order, 

lie had to say upon it till the bringing up nothing pci^oiiid: it was to the 

of the ro|)ort. uinfeasure, and Qot to the lion, mevor of it 

The bill then went through the som- that his rcmarlis were appligd. 
nuttee. Kir Egertoii proceeded in the same 

w.arin and indignant tone, and intimated 
Fumkrai. Certificatf.s Bill.] Sir lii.s determination to take the sense of the 
/i;^f/ge.? moved the second read- liou-se. — The Attorney (.iencrnl then 
ing of this Hill. He hojied the House moved as an amendment, that this bill be 
would permit it to pass through this stage, reail a second time this day six months, 
that it might be committed ytro forma, Sir E. Bri/d<res again rose, if tiie 
and the blanks filled up, as at tlie same forms of the House \vo.iiii.i allow, he 
time IwJ wished to make an amendment in begged the indulgencfi of the Hou.se a 
the ra:ichin«ry of the bill, which subsc- few minutes, while he defended the ob- 
quent information had proved *to him to jects and character of the bill from the 
be necessary. ’ attacks of the all'rney-gcneral. lie said. 

The ..d/.'orwey Gcacro/said, if thc»objcct that thi; measure was the reverse of 
of the hon. baronet was totally to new being vexatious and the reverse of llieing 
cast his bill, he should be sorry to prevefit useless. It gave scarcely any trouble to 
any thing which made it new in form and tlie executor or administrator. It only 
substance, for at present it appeared to called on him to answer a few questions, 
him so objectionable, that nothing short of which it was impossible he could bo 
of the greatest and most complete change ignorant; and for, this slight trouble the 
in it could make it, in his opinion, palatable, public tyould gain a set of the most com- 
It wias^ rt-t^nce Vexatious and useless: it p^ete aii;iv perfect documents that human 
‘‘mfjlosed on executors and, administrators inveutioni could imagine for the purposes 
great trouble, to answer no good end that proposed.! And what were those ^r- 
he could hod out; it furnished nothing poses? Not the gratification of idle 
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curiosity; not the flattery of silly pride; 
but a ready and cheap and satisfactory 
mode of furnishing infonnation, which 
was rerjuircd in the examination of the 
title of almost every estate in the kingdom; 
and which could now only be pwcured at 
hazard, after long expense and long de¬ 
lay, dispersed all over the kingdom in 
obscure corners, at the mercy of the 
damp, neglect, nnd vermin. But this was 
not all. It was not true that parish re¬ 
gisters, even when found, cniihi give the 


[sfs 


inforinafiou the ;e documents could atl'ord. 
In pari.s!> registers there was a want •of 
proof of identity; and what was more, a 
want ot that negative testimony which tlie 
nature of a funeral certificate would sup¬ 
ply. After a parish registenliad iuniislied 
the inquirer ivith proof^,^.pCTlwij)s ofjj^en 
children of any onufwlTosc heiis wereYo 
be discoveied, it did not follow tint he 
might not have ten more baptised else¬ 
where. A iiineral certilieatc would furnish 
not only wli.it he held, hut what he had 
not.*^f>ut this Eor^ of d.icument was con¬ 
sidered by the attorney-general as novel. 
It had existed for ^iOO years: not indeed t! 
under a legislative enactment, but under 
the earl mar.-hars orders. Tliii ly voluuirs 
of these documents existed in the Herald’s 
college, iind had been found the most 
satisfactory, and the least liable to error. 


Petition of the Roman Catholics. 

treated, it was vain for him to hope to 
carry bills, ou' more important matters, 
afl'ecting the happiness and moral condi¬ 
tion of millions, on which there was so 
much clifl’erence of opinion. 

Mr. D. Giddy remonstrated ^tgninst this 
sudden resolve under temporal^’ feeling, 
for which there was no just foundation. 

Sir R. lirydges persisted in thinking 
that he had been treated witli contempt, 
and said, as li'o had still a character to 
support with Ids constituents, he would 


of any thing that had ever been of'ored in ,.^miadcd*to refrain for tlic present from 


proof of claims of inhei itiWice,*‘eilhul*^o 
estates or honours. Was, the hon. and 
learned gentleman ignorant of this? If he 
was, sir K. was furnished with the means 
of returning that contempt upon the lion- 
^nd learned gentleman which lie had so 
harsh)}' attempted to fix on him: for in 
the high'station which he filled, it was 
most extraordinary that his experience 
hud not taught him to be acquainted with 
them, and to Ittow their value. , 

The Allot ncy tGeneral repelled the 
charge of personality, and hinted that he 
would not have charged any member fill¬ 
ing the high uflicial situation which him¬ 
self filled, with ignorance of his profession. 

The motion and the amendment were 
then put, when the numbers were: For 
the second reading now, 5; For the 
amendment, that the bill be read a second 
time this day six months, 82: Majority 
for Uie amendment, 79, 

Sir E.mlinydges then gave notflce that 
he would abandon his two poor bi|ns, whi«h 
stood for Wednesday, stating wjfth strong 
chSgrifl and agitation, that from* the man- 
net #Wkich hid present biU had been 


withdraw himself from ail lurlher exer¬ 
tions in flieKuu.se. 

Mr. Manner^ Hallun said, that wliat had 
fallen from the hon. barnnea sliuucd that 
he altogether misuudcistood the grounds 
on which the bill liad heer. rejected. No¬ 
thing could he more injurious to the dig¬ 
nity and character of the House, than the 
supposition that any petsuiuii motives in- 
fl’icpced their votes on public measures ; 
and in the prc.«ent case no such imputa¬ 
tion could be more unfounded. '1 liere- 
fore, if it were only for tlie sake of giving 
to the House some assurance od this sub¬ 
ject, l}f> hoped that the lion, baronet would 
^•eiipjdn from withdrawing any of his notices 
V.%>rcscnt. ^ 

lo Syeahef observed, that after what 
ecu said by the right hon. geiitle- 
he hoped the hon. baronet would be 


taking any measure nitli respect to his 
notices which stood for a future day. 

Ad'tcr a few word.s from sir E. Brydges, 
the Speaker said that the House would 
perceive with satistaction that the hon. 
baronet actjuicisccd in the suggestion. 
The other orders of the day were then 
disposed of, and the House adjourned. 
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* Petition ok the Roman*Catiioeics 
OP ler.LANu.] Mr. Grattan rose to an¬ 
swer a question 'which had been put to 
him OR a* former night, whetlier he had 
any intention to submit a motion on the 
sbbject of the laws ailccting the Roman 
Catholics. He now gave uoUce, that on 
Tuesday next he should move for a com¬ 
mittee to take into consideration the penal 
laws aflecting his majesty’s Roman Catho¬ 
lic subjects. He wished to say, that the 
inotkm which he should ha'^Piba: ij wak e 
would not intetfere with that of'whicnltis 
hon. friend (sir J. C. Hippisley) hail 
given notice. As be shoulcf wsoon* b»ve 

$ 
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to bring the subject before the House, he of Catholic emancipation shall be carried 
ahouid not now take up any of their time, into effect under such circumstances as 
but should present the petition of the will render it satisfactory and unobjec- 
Roman Catholics of Ireland. tionable to all classes of his majesty’s sub- 

The petition was brought up. On the jects, inasmuch as, iit the petitioners’ es- 
motion that it be read, titnatioit, the chief benefit tO' be derived 

Sir It(. Parnell begged to take that op- from it is the union of persons of different 
portunity of asking the noble lord, whe- religious descriptions in the bonds of con- 
ther the address of the Roman Cadiolics cord and amity, and the removal of all 
of Ireland to the Prince Regent, which he jealousies and apprehensions,’which being 
had delivered to lord Liverpool, had been accomplished, all will be naturally led to 
presented to his royal highness ? He also co-operate in zealous and uniform endea- 
begged to know, whether his royal high- vours to promote the general w-clfare; 
ness’s ministers, in compliance with the fliat, actuated with this impression, the pe- 
request of the Roman IDatliolics in this titioners feel themselves in duty bound to 
address, intended to advise his royal high- state their readiness to submit and conform 
ness to recommend their situation to the to any regulations not incompatible with 
consideration of parliament ? the principles of their religion, as they 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that the ad- rc^nect ■ii'y' faith and discipline, and not 
dress had been presented to bis royal l^irealcning danger (n the purity and per- 
highness, but that he was not prepared to manence of its exercise ; and whilst the 
say that ministers intended to advise his petitioners feel happy in stating that they 
royal highness to make any recomraenda- fully rely on the liberality and justice of 
tion of their situation to parliament. the legislature as a pledge of bs nter- 

Sir C. Hippisleif said, that tlie motion taining a wish to impose any arrangements 
of whidli he had given notice for to- thus incompatible, they feel equal satisfac- 
morrow, was not calculated t(Njnterferc^ tion in the conviction that conciliatory ad- 
with thiU of his right Iton. friend, uSjsWm, justments may be settled fully satisfactory 
indeed, in concurrence with severa^Oo- to the mitpis of his majesty’s Prqtestant 
jects Vhich the petitioneiti had thon^lyes subjects, and yet perlectly consistent with 
in view. As it was unlikely tbemiiasc the petitioners’ principles both of faith 
would sit to-morrow, he would fae ji feave and discipline; that tlie petitioners do not 
to postpone his motion until’tb^olKk seek for any alteration in the principles of 
stant. Tv' constitution as now settled, for. 

The Petition presented by Mr. Hrkftah' nejjiier with regard to the maintenance of 
was then road, setting forth;' ' ' • the succession to the Crojyn (as limited 

“ That, whilst the petitioners ncknow- by act of parliament) in his majesty’s 
ledge with gratitude the many importunt family being Protestants, nor with a rc- 
relaxations of the penal laws which have gard to a sincere support of the Protestant 
taken place during his majesty’s auspicious establishment in its temporal rights as , 
reigo, tliey still have to regret the conli- fixed by law, do the principles of the 
nuance of many severe disqualifications, Roman Catholic religion interpose any 
and humbly submit that the repeal of the obstacle or impediment; that, with regard 
laws by which they arc inflicted would to the other leading featr.ws of the British 
cminantly tend to give stability to the constitution, it is toc» well known to need 
existing form of government ^nd constitu- being now insisted on, that their origin is 
tion, by at once removing every ground to be found at a period when Roman Cn- 
for alienation or apatliy ; that, in ap- tholic princes and Roman Catholic parlia- 
proacliing the House with a view* to the ments were intrusted with the guardian- 
relief for which they pray, the petitioners ship of the public interest of a Roman 
rest their claim to that relief on the t?ict Catholic people; that the petitioners, in 
of their religious principles not being in the proscedtion of an object which so na- 
their nature dangerous to the state, or to turally excites all their feelings, and cccur- 
the continuance of the present form of pies all their anxieties, earnestly desire, 
government, whether civil or ecclesias- neither in act or tvepression, to leave room 
tical, and rely on the wisdom aijid equity for jealousy on the part of tl^eirProtestaot 
• ofjjlhard^slatfire, os the source* from Ifllow-sebjects ; on the contrary, firmly 
they desire to obtain a repeal of the attached to the principles of the cot»s|itu- 
llaWa' which now affect them; that it is tion, and to British connexion, the peti- 
iiieic (UudouS wish that the great measure tioners show that they wish to evince, by 
(VOL. XXXIV.) (2L) 
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every part of their conduct, tliat whilst be held out to them to trust their money 
they arc solicitous to attain tliat station in ou private secdrities, because it was 
the constitution to which they feel it known, vvith respect to Friendly Societies, 
would culpable not to aspire, they that artful ]>ersons had got into the 
reject and reprobat^ all klca of party ag- management for the purpose of obtaining 
grandizement, and aspire solely to site com- loans of the money, after which, it often 
mon participation of personal privileges, happened that they became bankrupts, 
which will identify their interests and fed- and the societies were defrauded. It was 
ing with those of iheir Protestant country- also ^rrovided, that depositors in these 
mpn, and thus unite the entire body'of his banks should not be prevented from ap- 
majesty’s subjects*in constant and cordial plying for parish relief, but that the du- 
co-operation for the common bcueHt; cision on their applications should be 
the petitioners therefore, contemplating vested in the justices of peace, if any 
theattainment of this general co-operation^ dispute occurrt'd. In the case of depo- 
universal harmony, extinction of jealousy, sitors dying intijstate, a distribution was 
and consequent benefit and improvement to be made according to a specific pro¬ 
of the entire British empire, humbly vision made in the bill. In the transfer 
solicit the House to take into its conside- of stock to these societies, lie proposed to 
ration the state of the laws now jifl'cct^ig exempt them from the stamp duties, 
his majesty’s subjects profcssmjTilM w'hich was an encouragement to such in- 
Romnn Catholic religion, w’itb a view to stituiinns, wdiicli the II(Rise would not 
the repeal of all of them which do not think escessive. The riglit hon. gentlc- 
relate to tho succession to the Crown, or man stated that applications had been 
to the continuance of the Protestant made to him to incorporate with this 
churciT^tablishmegt.’’ measure some provisions with regard to 

Ordered to lie upon the table. certain societies for the encouragement of 

fcharital^ii’ loans. Of the principle and 
Savikg Bank.s Mr, Rose practice of these societies he cordially 

brought in the bill “ for the Protection a^4toved, and especially of the societies 
and Ehcouragoment of Provident Insti- cstal^shed at hklinlHirgh and Bathf but 
tutions or Bunks for Savings.” The bill wishiny to render this measure as simple 
was read a first time, and on moving that as po&iblc, he did not feel disposed to 
it be read a second time the right hon. mibnt with ^tlier matter. With respect 
gentleman said he wished to explain thf "to the progress of the hill, he proposed to 
provisions which the Bill /;ontnined, as move that it be read a second time on 
they related to a subject which had at- Friday next, and that upon being printed 
tracted attention in every part of the it should stand over for a fortnight, with 
United Kingdom. The first provision a view to aflord ample opportunity for its 
aluthorized any bodies of individuals to { general dillusion. This interval he thought 
enroll themselves as provident institutions tlie more necessary, as the principle to 
• or saving Banks, and to make regulations which the hill referred was acted upon 
for their better government, which wore in Ireland as well us iii other distant parts 
to be enrolled at the sessions; not for the of the kingdom, uiid therefore all parties 
purpose of giving the justices of the peace interested should have due time to con- 
any control over these societies, but to sider its cliaructcr and tendency. » 
ascertain the fact of thtn'r existence, and *Mr. Barclay cordially approved of the 
thus entitle them to claim the privileges principle of the bill, but as so many 
which it was thought fit to bestow on societies were interested in this measure, 
them. bill also authorized* these a larger rtut^rval ought to be allowed than 

societies to appoint their officers, and the ri^t iiMi. gentleman proposed, 
required that those persons who were Sir J. ]>ieyoport thought that Ireland 
entsasted with money should givfe (security, was very much interested in this measure 
It was a!so provided that the money be- —much more so indeed than any other 
longing to these societies should have part of the United Kingdom. Suidi a 
the preference over otljer claims in case measure was likely, in his judgment, to be 
af death pt bankruptcy. He djd not peculiarly beneficial in Ireland, because in 
think it advisable that any other privilege^ that country there were *no pSW wlgys , 
should be .granted to these societies, with at^ unfortunately habits of providenSb^ 
res(flb(4(» the recovery of money, for he were not very prevalent. Where indeed 
dtdi|||(%ish that any inducement slio^ theae habits appeared, they ilFejre diaoew; 
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raged heretofore by the failure of indivi- magnificence for which an ample personal 
duals, in whose hands tlfc labouring poor income is and ought to be vested in him ; 
were induced to deposit their savings, whether n king of England, at the conclu- 
wilh a view to make some jirovi^ion lor sion of a successful war, may convert its 
old age and infirmit}’. I'liercfnre he successes into u new ^ource gf revenue to 
hoped thgt government, from the facilities himself,* anti derive from them indefinite 
which i^ seemed disposed to aiford to this sums of money, neither granted by par* 
measure, would authorl/e the collectors of liament, norsunclioucd by them, nor even 
the several counties to transfer as soon us necessarily known to them. Various an* 
possible to the public funds, any lodg- swei 8 may he and have been anadc to this 
ments made according to' this plan, 'i'lms question ■ hut no man can doubt its im* 
the people would be relieved from the ap- porluncc. It is a question which lies near 
prehensions too often created from the the vital organs of tlie ilritish constitution, 
lodgment of their money irfin-ivate lisuuU: Whatever renders ti»e Crown independent 
‘for to grant the people ppblic set'urity for of parljamciit fur revenue, must for so 
their funds, wmuld be the most eliectual much diminish the power of this House, 
mode of encouraging provident habits. and impair the grand safeguard of liberty. 

Mr. /lose expressed his disinclination to It is obvious, on the coolest reflection, 
hurry the bill, and iiis entire concurrence tl;jit the exclqsive power of the House of 
in the desire of the right bon. baionet, to fcomiijons over tlie^public purse is the 
provide ample security for the lodgments Dulwark of this constitution, and that no* 
which the several subscribers to the saving thing can be regarded as small or incon- 
banks might be induced to make, accord- sidcrublc which touches it, uvliicli in the 
ing to the ])rinciple of the bill. slightest degree or by the most remote 

The motion was then agreed to. analogy can ciultingp, or coffitSict, or 

’ bring into (piesliou tiyis fundatnental prin- 

Uroits of the Crown —Mw*;f.y faid^ ciplc. Tor it every struggle of the British 
»Y Euakck to Tilts COUN I Wr nation has been made, from the statute of 

.James Mackintosh rose and spoke Ubwie Tallage to the Stamp Act. By it alone 
folhnfing cft'ect:— * jjr the prerogative of the Crowoi has been 

Mr. Speaker; 1 now rise, pursuant to subjected to parliament, and the freedom 
my notice, after delays which (Jid. not of the constitution has becti established 
proceed from ino, to bring* befordiKlte and secured. A new claim cn money 
Ilouse a subject to wisicli no man wiirtiiade on.behalf of prerogative is, beyond 
deny a claim on its most si'iious const- all other regaj pretensions, tlie just object 
deration — the monies received ct* be- of parliamentary jealousy. It must be 
come payable by the Frcimli government the duty of a member oi^ parliament not 
to that of tlreat llritalo at the close of to suH'er such a claim to pass without dis- 
thc late war. It is important even with a cussion, or silently to slide into a prcce- 
mere view- to the very .subordinate coast- dent for future times. It is his duty at 
deration of their amount, which is nearly least to question so alarming rf power on ’ 
six millions sterling. Several peculiar its first appearance, ami to examine with 
circumstances w liich characterize these the utmost rigour the warrant by which 
transactions, entitle them to jealous atten-, it claims a title to enterjjito tiic law and 
tiou land minute scrutiny. But neither to become a part of the eoiislitutifm. 
the pecunwiy magnitude, nor any inferiAr Before I proceed to tiie performance of 
peculiarities of these payments, are of that duty, I must be allowed to relieve 
the least moment compared with the con- the House from some apprehensions which 
stitutional question which thty presofit, on sucfi a subject as the present are rather 
and on which I have thought it niy duty natural. In the first place; Sir,*l am 
to propose that the House shall now jft-o- happy to say tliat I shall not be long ;—* 
nounce a decision. That question is, in and in thfe' second place, I can perfectly 
substance, whether these suras or any deliver gentlemen from all fear of legal 
greater sums in similar circumstances, be subtleties. Instead of recurring to such 
a droit of the Crown ^ that is to say, subtilties, I should rather protest against 
whether Utey be at the disposal of the their application, and warn ^le House 
mliy be dealt with by the |igainst their influence. It is fit that, in 
AVereign as part of his personal income ; the counts of law, the most subtle distinc- 
tad as such applied at bis discretion to tions should be respected, and thartbe 
objetfts of bounty, liberality, and authority of precedent should be main* 
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taiued, because it thus onlj' that the 
aclniiiiistration of justice is subjected to 
.certain rules, andtiiat the power of judges 
is prev(^tcd from becoming arbitrary. 
But this Hojusc is instituted, not to follow 
the example, but to watch ovcr«thc pro¬ 
ceedings of inferior courts. The House 
,of Commons is coixiposed chiefly of those 
4rlio arc not lawyers, in order that they 
may act on,lhe plain and broad ))rinciples 
of reason and the constitution. It is their 
duty to inquire wbctlicr the result of 
legal .siibtilties be tlit^ larthcranec of the 
ends o( ju.stice ; and above all, to determine 
whctiier there be any reasonings or pre¬ 
cedents received by other tribunals wliich 
may be dangerous to liberty. 'J’hese are 
.questions oi tar more im^wrtarice than 
any di-scussions of mere 1 .»k ; and on them 
this House may decjde with as much ui^ 
cemment as lawyers, and with much Jess 
prejudice. There arc even occasions in 
which law ittself, in order to be preserved, 
mus t be o verruled by the great principles 
of jJS?lCL* Sid liberty, for which and by 
.which it can alone Sxist. 

Let me not be called upon, then, to 
produce the statute or the adjudged case 
on which 1 arraign this new mode of filling 
the exthequrr by prerogative.* Whatever 
may have been said of late, I shall always 
consider that, to prove the tendency of a 
claim to be unconstitutional, is’ in the 
House of Commons the strongest of afr 
legal arguments against it. It has been 
said, that unconstitutional” can have no 
meaning if it* be not synonymous with 
“ illegal.” liut the assertion is false and 
jjicrnicious. Every single statute has a 
Ctieral object and intention which may' 
e defeated by acts which do not offend 
against the letter of any of its clauses. 
Every class of statutes rcluling to one 
Bubjoct has ajpore general scope and 
spirit against whicl^ there may be mauy 
olFcnees not pi oliibited ia so many words 
in any oue statute of the class. The most 
subordinate part of law, besides its literal 
provisions, Has a spirit, an object, general 
principles,\vliich extend beyond the letter, 
and without which the letter cannot be 
rightly understood. Shall no# the same 
be said of that grand body of written and 
unwritten law relating to tlie powers of 
government, and tiie rights of the subject, 
called the^copstitution? As that which 
defeats .the purpose without infringing the 
words pf an act of parliament is justly 
sai(|<lo be inconsistent with its spirit and 
^j^cipleo, so pets are with equal propriety 
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termed unconstitutional wind) resemble 
in their mischief acts already condemned 
as contrary to tlic constitution, which ob¬ 
struct the attainment of its universally ac¬ 
knowledged ends, weaken the authority 
of its most useful principles, and of which 
the example, if consistently followed in all 
like cases, would leave no constitution 
remaining. It is by the condeinnatioa of 
practices and pretensions which arc un¬ 
constitutional without being, in the strict 
and narrow sense of the word, illegal, that 
Uic House of Commons has most often 
performed its high function of preserving 
liberty. Illegal practices may be checked 
by courts of law—unconstitutional claims 
can be resisted only by parliament. This 
House may, indeed, aiiimadveit on a 
bread) of law, bat only where that breach 
of law is in ettect, or example dangerous 
to the constitution. « 

As I liiive promised to be short, I may 
also promise that 1 shall be dispassionate. I 
bring no charge against ministers: I impute 
to them no intentiou to violate the constitu¬ 
tion. 1 merdv desire to guard against the 
^cstablisluiraiit of a |)rec.edent wliich may 
enabjji^ie Crown, in future times, to pror 
cure money without the vote or privity of 
parlia|Uent. On the most alarming part 
of th& acts or attempts of ministers res¬ 
pecting tiiis subject, I shall have little oc<- 
casioi) to anfina<ivert. But it never must 
I be forgotten, that in the army estimates 
I originally laid before the House, an at¬ 
tempt was made of a nature without pa¬ 
rallel since the revolution. To tliat part 
of it which related to our army in France, 
was svihjoined a note in these words : “ It 
is not proposed to .submit to the House of 
Commsns any vote on account of the 
diargc contained in the above estimate.” 
To Euy the least of iliis proceeding it was 
the most unadvised that any minister, with¬ 
out (Idihcratc bad intentions^ cvec ha- 
z&rdcd. This constitution has provided 
various nicafis of check on that most un¬ 
manageable instrudient of power—a stand¬ 
ing army. *VVhether the union of all of 
them he an adequate security, may be 
dofibted; but no man ever tliought that 
all were more than enough. One of these 
controls is, the annual mutiny Bill, which 
renders the means of maintaining disci¬ 
pline annually dependent on the pleasure 
of parliament. This check is held by^the 
wholejegislature. Another, anS-th^^ljr 
control exclusively vested in the Ho^of 
Commons is, the annual grant of money 
for the support of the turmy. * It is ih its 
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nature the most effectual: it is tiie privi¬ 
lege of the House of C^ommoiis alone. 
The constitution allows the other House 
to reject our votes of supply; but neither 
to alter their nature nor to increase their 
amount. is the peculiar characteristic 
of the Commons House: it is that which 
forms our strength and our pride: it is 
that which has given us a preponderating 
authority over all measures of state. On 
this subject we have ever Ihought that the 
smallest dangers are to be guarded against 
with the utmost vigilance. No jealousy 
has here appeared unreasorftible: no cn- 
croachments, however ^lender and un¬ 
intentional, have been thought too harm¬ 
less to be repelled. Such, Sir, has been 
our jealousy, and (1 may add in justice) 
your jealousy, of this great privilege in our 
intercourse with the other House of parlia¬ 
ment. Wiiut new' term can be imiigiued 
adequate to the feelings with which we 
are bound to guard it as a control over a 
standing army ? and what arc wc to think 
of the reverence for the constitution felt 
by thosc'who, in this easy andi^miliar way, 
proposed to release on army'^'svf thirty 
thousand men from the strongest curb on 
armies provided by the constitution, and 
the ofcly control over them exclusively 
vested in this House ? It is, surely, very 
cautious language to say that such an at¬ 
tempt manisfested a very colfl regard to 
public liberty, a disrespect, if not a con¬ 
tempt, of the privilege of parliament; that 
it throws a strong suspicion of uocoiffititu- 
tional principle over the men by whom it 
was attempted, and the measures of which 
it was to form a part. It has been most 
truly said, that at the revolution might 
was subjected to right. If this attempt 
had been successful, it would for so much 
have been a counter revolution. So far 
as it went it would have undone the chief 
good which the revolution did. Thirty 
thousand men wonld have bt^en rclcasea 
from the control of the. House of Com¬ 
mons, and with respect to that great por- 
jion of our army, would have* been once 
more left to triumph over right. Thanks 
to my hon. friend’s (Mr. C. W. Wyifii) 
accustomed and hereditary zeal for the 
rights ofT parliament; so dangerous an 
attempt has been defeated. ftMinisters, 
whether from constitutional or from less 
puremotiyps, have yielded ; the army in 
Fraggi ';i8'--paid*by grant of parliament; 
but 'tw fact ought to l?o for ever re- 
njembbred as a warning againt supine 
nHiaace in a&y ministers which, in this in¬ 


stance, woufd have betrayed the grand pri¬ 
vilege of this House at the very point 
where it guards liberty and even civil go¬ 
vernment against military power. • 

I'hore is one of thp circumstances of 
these trsflisactions whicli I shall lay out of 
the case, after a short statement of the 
fact. The House and the public certainly 
did conceive that the whole expense of 
the English army of occupation was to 
have been defrayed by the I'rcnch go¬ 
vernment, and that the indemnity to be 
received by this country would be some- 
tft'hat above four millions.—So it was ex¬ 
pressed in the terms of the treaty—So it 
was argued by their advocates—So it was 
reasoned also by those men of enlarged 
and gcncroue minds who, approving the 
treaty in genejfeif, lamented that it should 
bfe stained by this sosdid stipulation; but 
it^ now appears that the whole is an illu¬ 
sion.—So inadequate to the actual charge 
of the British army is the sum«paid by the 
king of France, that even wi^^he addi- 
' tioii of the whole pretended indemnity, it 
will, at the cud of three years, leave a con¬ 
siderable balance to be paid by the people 
of tliis country for the maintenance of 
that army. The whole of this maqbincry 
is however liable to be destroyed in a mo¬ 
ment by the unfortunate event of a new 
war. But great as that calamity will be 
to Europe, the duration* of peace for five 
years is uuliappiiy not a very probable 
event. At tl«j fnd of the fourth year a 
small balance will accrue t^o this country. 
It is only at the expiration of the fifth 
j'ear of peace, supposing the expense of 
the army not to increase and supposing 
no casual demand for temporary expen¬ 
diture, that a sum of about hair a million 
will conic into the British exchequer. 
The payments are calculated with curious 
exactness. In the first j«ars, while the 
continuance of peace lis happily probable, 
England is made to pay a deficiency.—In 
proportion as the probability of continued 
peace diminishes, the balance in favour of 
England increases. Our burthen is in the 
years when payment is most cerlain— 
Our claims increase with the uncertainty 
of payraeiit. The last balance, even in 
these favourable and improbable circum¬ 
stances, can be scarcely considered as 
adequate to the chances of casual and un¬ 
foreseen expense, or to the usual progress 
qf profusion in military expenditure. 
But, excluding these almost inevl^gble 
demands, and granting that the goveru- 
ment of France may continue punctud in 
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its payment when on the very eve of mere condition of bestowing it on t/ie 
regaining independence—tlic people of nrmy. The arftiy arc tlie objects of tin's 
England will at that period receive half a bounty. The Crown is only the channel 
million sterling as a compensation for all by which it is conveyed. No body «ill 
that they have done and suftered.—The venture to assert that the application of it 
word indemnity^’ turiis out *10 be a to any other purpose would ,not be a 
mockery. The whole money is a military brencli of faith. It is therefore i^dimative 
contribution imposed upon that country from foreign powers to a Hriiish army, 
to pay a foreign army'. 1 do not wish to Foreign powers reward their valour. Fo- 
revive discussions about the principles or reign ])')weis rccomjjonse their i'orbear- 
conditions of the treaty. It inight.be anee. Foreign'princes pay them for the 
right or wrong to stipulate for indemnity : ransom of Faris. This ransom does not 
but it must be wrong to deceive the coun- come from the vantpiishcd enemy, but 
try by the expedtution of a large indent- from allies; ‘and the Dritish Crown be- 
nity, when it was known to ministers that comes its trustee to receive for its own 
no indemnity, or ne&t to none, could ever army this great donative, the fruit of fo- 
hp received. Ministers bad discussed the reign liberality or of foreign equity. I 
preference of pecuniary to «territoiial in- conceive tliis transaction to be abstdutely 
uemuification night aftei^^ight in parlia- wiiliout example, atid to be as degrading 
menty while they were perfectly awaje to the Ctowh as it is dangerous to the 
that probably no money, certainly nose army, and linmiliating to<hc; nation. The 
to be called compensution, could be paid, first principle of llie military policy of 
1 now ciwne to the constitutional ques- every groat state is to render its armies in- 
tlon s_ whic h are the main reason fur bring- accessible to all foreign itifluence. Fo- 
ing ffl?TTlsciission before the House. ByV reign connexions,—d nigerous in private 
the fifth article ofVlie Minute of Confe- I subjects, deto«table iit public eflleers,—- 
Pences between thc'minister.s of the allied ' may pmiidce instant destruction vvhen they 
powers at Paris, it was agreed tliat a sum taint rini army. The more we examine 
of about a million sterling out of the go- these transactions, the less traces we dis- 
neral indemnity should be allotted to Great cover of that deep conviction wliifli dis- 
Britain, in consideration of the hnrtlien tinguishes wise statesmen, that in the ma- 
of the war having been homo, and the city | nagement of an army no danger is to be 
of Paris having been t.'sken by the aniiios ! fn afed as iflcorisidcrublc, and no jealousy 
under the duke of Weljiuglon and prince ! as excessive. The chance may be small, 
Blucher;—and that suntj|)a,s been or is to 1 the object of fear may be distant; but 
be distributed to the British and allied j the magnitude of the evil makes up for 
army under \he duke of Wellington’s ' the snj.Jlnoss of the risk. A very little 
command. Now this agreement and the ! probability of total destruction is a rca- 
^istribution under it roust be understood j sonable object of the utmost precaution, 
in one of two ways; either it t\3s a grant In this transaction we see the first exam- 
' of moncy*by foreign powers to the Crown pic of what may turn the expectation and 
of England on condition, (at least, in gratitude of Brili h armies towards foreign 
equity and honour) that the Crown should princes. A principle of foreign attach- 
distribute it apwng the armyor it was, ments is planted in their breasts. If it 
an absolute and unconditional gift of that ever reaches maturity, farewell to lh« spirit 
money by these foreign powers to the df the army, and to the secure indepen- 
Crown, which the sovereign might or dence of the kingdom. Even the smallest 
might not have distributed among his army reason for preferring one foreign state to 
at his own [Pleasure. The first is evidently anotlicpisin an army a very serious evil, 
the true construction. If not, why was It is ^gravated by the degradation of the 
this million separated from the other four Cft)wn, in the eyes of its own anny, into 
i millions stipulated to be paid is indemni- a trustee of foreign bounty. These things 
ties to England? or why was it partly tendaliketolowerthenaiionalfeelingofthe 
founded on the claims of the army as array, andfiie national pride of the people. 
CAptoxs of Paris? No reason could be as- I do not say that great impressions are, 
Signed fot taking it out of the general or can be made by aoysinglq^ct oa<tIm 
fun4 of compensations—no reason could sentiasents of the army add people o^bis 
be for Its bein^ joined with the men- kingdom—thesq are not the evik against 
tbe capture of Paris—but that it which we have to guard in such a country 
Ibe xetieivcdby the Crown on the as this. It is against the firal apptoAf^ed 
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of danger, against the silent progress of 
evil, against the temper wliidi views such 
advances with supine security, that it is 
our constant duty to struggle. It is 
sufficient that the cxanipla ol' a donative 
from foreign princes tends to introduce 
the poiso* of foreign attacimients into our 
army. Ministers have done what they 
can to lot in this niisehief. We are bound 
to set a mark upon the act, and to do all 
that depends on us to shut'it out for ever. 
If it be contended that this sum of a 
million is an unconditional grant to the 
(,h'own, and that the gram tS the army is 
a more act of royal bounty, tiion it will 
fall to be discussed presently when I con¬ 
sider the (jufstion, whether sums of mo¬ 
ney granted by foreign states for national 
indcmnitication be disposable at the plea¬ 
sure of the Crown. At present, I shall 
only ol)serve, first, that on this princi|)le 
nearly six millions have been received by 
the Crown under this treaty, which nmy 
be dealt with as personal income (no un¬ 
important consideration); and, secnndl}', 
that the ministers will thefi^Jiave to ex¬ 
plain anotlier act almost equallylKarining, 
though on very different grounds a 
largess from the Crown of lingland to a 
viet;)rit)us Britisli army:—bobody will, I 
dare say, deign to niisrcprcsciit me so 
grossly as to say that I argue against the 
claims of an army above praise'and above 
reward. But w'hy should not parliament 
have been left the grace of voting this 
or any other sum to that army ? Why 
should they be weaned from that depen¬ 
dence on parliament which in some mea¬ 
sure comitorbaiances the natural attacb- 
inent of armies to a monarch? Would 
the reward he more grateful to this gal¬ 
lant army from the hands of foreign 
prineJs than from t!ic thankful hearts of 
the parliament and people of Eng¬ 
land ? VThe principle of our constitutional 
army is, that command, prcfcr|;jieut, and* 
honour come to it from tl»p Crown; but the 
general principle is equally undisputed, 
that for ail pecuniary remunertftion it is 
made to depend on parliament. On this 
occasion 1 shall propose a resolution 
censure upon what 1 think a deviation 
from thosellnost important principles which 
guartk the army against all chance of at- 
tachjment to foreign princes, and against 
unbounded {Jevotion even to the Crown of, 
this 4t^l>gdonr. * • 

But though 1 look upon all these as 
very important subjects of consideration,; 
tba gMat question in toy judgment is cer¬ 


tainly that which respects the right of the 
Crown in the disposal of money granted 
by treaty as a national indetnnity. It is 
hardly worth while guarding against so 
poor a misrepre’sentatioD as »that 1 am 
desirous Of contracting the income of 
tlie Sovereign. I should rather suspect 
myself of an opposite excess. When the 
means of the pco[)Ic are considered, and 
the necessities of the state prOvid- d for, 
the personal income of the Sovereign 
ought to be ample for comfort, for splen¬ 
dour, and above all for bounty, in which 
hii/ is to be liberally indulged as the 
best alleviation of the pain with which he 
must exercise tbe harsh duties which be¬ 
long to his office. If they bo too small, 
let them be irtcrcased, but publicly, and 
by the House j^Commous, not clandes¬ 
tinely, not by liie assertion of new preroga¬ 
tives, dangerous to liberty and destructive 
of the importance of parliament. They 
have been claimed for the Crowft as droits, 
mat is, as being as much at tho.'Vw.n»*U of 
ihe Crown as that ung^anted portion of 
prize of war is said tc be, called droits 
^f the Crown and di^oits of the admi¬ 
ralty. That appellation in the month of 
those who u.^ed it, imports that they may 
be dealt with by the sovereign as parf 
of the revenue set apart for his personal 
enjoyment; that they may be applied, for 
instance, as gifts to his family, or for tbe 
construction or repair of buildings which 
are his private property, and not pertain¬ 
ing to and descending wit!} the Crown. 
Tliesc arc the purposes to which droits of 
tlie admiralty have been often and publicly 
applied. Tliey are purposes to all of 
which it is certainly allowable, tq some of 
which it is praise-worthy, to apply tliat 
personal revenue which is as much at the 
disposal of the King as a gentleman’s pri¬ 
vate fortune is in his ownpoi;%r. But to call 
the money paid as indeainity, by the name 
of druits, is to assert that it is part of the 
King’s personal income. This claim has 
not bccn^iiade either lightly of by an in¬ 
considerable person. The House will re¬ 
member the surprise and alarm with f^ich 
it was heard^ from the chancellor of the 
exchequer,* a’ person of great personal and 
official authority on such a subject, a 
lawyer of eminence, convemant with the 
principles of law,, and the usage of 
office relating to it, a judge* of the 
highest fiscal court in tbe kingdom, tbe 
principal finance minister of the Cr^fvn 
m tbe House of Commons. This claim was 
made in parliament, not in the warmth tif 



527] HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

debate, but !n a deliberate and elaborate 
statement of the national resources. It is 
very true, that he told us also of the in¬ 
tention of his royal highness to apply this 
fund to the publ^ service. But it was 
evidently as an act of commendable libe¬ 
rality, of just consideration for the distress 
of the people and the exigencies of the 
state. It uns not as mutter of right. 
If it be ncecptcAl on such an explanation, 
it will become a precedent for the power. 
The recognition of the prerogative will 
bo purchased by the boihuty. Such an 
assertion made in such language to tKc 
House by a statesman, and a judge, ought 
of itself to be sufhciciit to raise iliis dis- 
, cession. When the right hon. gentleman 
made this assertion, he rcsn.>d it upon his 
own authority. lie w'ft*i doubtless now J 
explain his reasons v I expect to hear those i 
grounds of reason and law on wind/ a 
prerogative, to me altogether new, is 
founded. • 

Bu^Uig^pinion of the chancellor of thi 
excliequd', however weighty in itself andl 
its circumstances is not the principal rea-l 
son which calls on the House to determine' 
the question vvhidi Hb has raised. The 
Crown has already exercise^l an act of 
oivncrship over a part of the sum granted 
as an indemnity, such as a gentleman 
might properly exercise over his private 
fortune. Whether that sum has bcenw'ell 
or ill applied is nothing to my argument. 
It is enough that it has be&i expended on 
objects not necessary public service, 
and w'ithout the privity of parliament. 
Neither is the amount in the least degree 
material to my present purpose. It is a 
payment made on a principle which ex¬ 
tends to fhe whole, and which tends to 
establish a precedent which may hereafter 
govern any similar sums, however great. 
This payment^ which is the main circum-, 
stance in the present case, I will shortly 
state. It is a sum of two hundred and 
fifty thousand francs paid to the chevalier 
Antonio Canova. Of this sura one Iran- 
Ured thousand fi-ancs were paid in uctober 
at P* is by a banker there, In consequence 
of directions from the noble lord opposite. 
That sura was ordered to be repaid to the 
banker, and tlie farther sura of one liun- 
dred and fifty tltousaud francs were di¬ 
rected to be paid to /ignor Canova in a 
letter from tte secretary to the treasury, 
conveying the orders of the board to th^^t 
efffxt to the commissary-general, on the 
2dtn of December 1815. The concluding 
words of that letter direct the auiu to be 
§ 
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paid out of any monies which may 
come into his (Mr. Drummond’s) hands 
on account of the pecuniary indemnities 
payable by France to this country,” or 
out of any other money in the military 
chest arising from the same seovice as he 
njay deem most expedient. Tliese words 
distinctly describe tlie fund out of which 
the payments to be made, and leave no 
doubt that it may be made out of the indem¬ 
nity. The letter could have been written 
oniy after the treaty. It was in fact 
written two months after the treaty; and 
the fund freftn which it authorises pa}'- 
nient is created by the treaty. I shall not, 
therefore, needlessly embarrass the dis¬ 
cussion by adverting here to the distinc¬ 
tion, of which 1 am aw'arc, between the 
payment made by France before the close 
of the war, and the payments stipulated by 
treaty. The letter from the treasury of 
the 26th of December applies to the lat¬ 
ter, which is enough for tlie present argu¬ 
ment. It is true that the noble lord gave 
signor Canova a credit on a banker in 
Paris for a hsindrcd thousand* francs a 
month b«iore the treaty. But the letter 
from the treasury directs these advances 
to he reimbursed out of “ the indemnity.” 
llie previous •intercourse bet\vc?n the 
noble lord and his banker was a private 
transaction. The only official act of the 
British goi^rmnent relates to the monies 
payable ns indemnity according to the 
treaty and to them alone. In a memo¬ 
randum given to signor Canova on leaving 
London in December, he is informed that 
it is the intention of the British govem- 
nient to apply one hundred and fifty thou¬ 
sand franks towards defraying the expense 
of conveying to Home the objects of ancient 
and modern art recovered from France ; 
and 30,000 francs towards a monuinctft ** to 
be erected in Horne to the memory of the 
late cardinal d’York.” By a lettes from 
tardinal Gonsalvo to the noble lord of the 
9th of March last, it appears that a hun¬ 
dred thousand francs was the sum origi¬ 
nally intcifded to be contributed towards 
the conveyance of the works of art; that 
a*hundrcQ thousand more were added 
here for that purpose, and that the inten¬ 
tion of bestowing fifty thousand on the 
cardinal d’York’s monument probably 
originated in London.—If it were at all 
important to the armament, 1 might^ien 
lay out of niy consideration the hut^red 
thousand frantm paid at Paris in October, 
and confine myself entirely to the hundred 
and fifty ordered by the treasury to be 
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paid out of the indemnities. Reduced to dispose me to consider them with sterp- 
this, the question seems to be extremely ness. Hut I own, that to pay funeral ho- 
fiiuiple. It is, whether suclt a fund us llic noiirs to them in the name of tlie country 
indemnities, may bo applied to such pur- or its sovereign, appears to me (to speak 
poses as a gift to the pt»pe, and a moim- guard('dly) a very ambiguous aiid ques- 
incnt to tile cardinal of V’ork ? Rotirare tioimhlc jjet. * 

clearly tql )e considered as acts of perso- IJad it been done by tlic sovereign Iiim- 
lial bounty in the sovereign. They ctm- selfout of the proper funds of hi-j own mu- 
not be regarded as expensies of the state, nifiecnce I should have lamented so nccd> 
and indeed if they were, 1 should contend less and ostentatious an iqijiropch to a re- 
that the fuiAl for defraying them ought to cognition of*some rcnuiitiing royal charac- 
liave been previously appropriated to the ter in the dcscoiidaiils of a family justly 
service by parliament. Hut some distitie- deposed by this nation. Defrayed out of 
tion niiglit perhaps be made» in favour of the public regime, I still more seriously 
tbc larger part of the sum—that which is rc<';ret that any thing slmukl be done 
given to the pope, to aid *in the convey- wiiich seems to reflect on the mofit glo- 
ance of the works of the art. Witlionfc rioiis acts of justice performed by our 
opposing generosity to j)oiicy it may be forefathers, tp bring into (picstion the le- 
said, and indeed with truth, that it is po- gitimacy of tlum^wsiiaanee to the Stuarts, 
litic in a great nation to he generous, and and to throwXi colour of rebellion over 
that llie interest, of the state might be our grout delivcrance'at the revolution, 
well consulted by a judicious liberulity to uliesc few observmions are however 
a vcncruhle sovereign. 1 applaud the li- n^re iiccessniy to do Justice io iny fecl- 
bcrality of such sentiments, and 1 am far strength to my argument, 

from denying that such expense might be yl'he contribution, he it judicioa>oi uTlicr- 
justiiiablo on public groim^s. Hut it is I wise, cannot bo called »a pulilic expense, 
granted as an act of pcrsonai'T'fnu'rosily. ■ It is at best an cxpcii^o of liberality and 
It is accepted vvitli the gratitude duo for generosity. It ba>l!feen defrayed put of 
cuch an aet, and it is made to a jn ince the sums paid as indemnity to tiiis country 
with t.^iom wo arc forbidden to maintain by treat}'. ’Can money so arising i»y law- 
any corrospoiulcncc, however exclusively fully so applied. It wns claimed in words 
political, by laws wliicli we still sidfer to by a great oiliccr of the law and the state, 
disgrace our statute book. A* all events, os being jiart of the jiersonal property of 
the contribution to the momimont is an tlic sovereign. It has also been dealt 
undisguise d personal expense of the sove- with by the government as if it w'cre part 
reign. \Vliat bad been done bv l)i.i ina- of such personal property. It has been 
jcsly to relieve the dii.trcss til that cniiiicni, j claimed and trcalid as a Sroit, which in 
person when alive—uhat had been done 1 tlielr sense, though net in mine, implies 
also by his majesty for anoUicr acconi- that it is at the king’s disjuisal. it is 
plisheii person connected with the 'ante cloiibly ch.imcd — by" acts ns well us in 
unfortuiiale f.iniily — were most jiraisc- words. * « 

worthy acts of generosity. Hut they ^iow. Sir, f call for the antli'i ities, the 
were done by his majesty out of his own j reason, and the usage wliicli justify this 
personal income, of w Iiicli a part is dnuhL- j claim. I wait to iiear ^ have 

less granted to tile sovereign in order that * searched for them dihgerd'y, but I have 
lie may h.nie an opportunity'of doing such hilhtrlo found imil'in'*. ’’iie b’arthen of 
worthy acts. And I trust tliaf I shall not proof ii:u'.5t lie on ilmse w?\o ciaint the 
be thought unleeling if T conie.'.s, that 1 right for the Crown. I am bound lo 
cannot look in the same light til a,sum of.. prove r-^tldng, 1 may rest <.u my negative 
public money employed in funeral ho- till thot.t'v\ ho affirm produce their ^iroof. 
Hours to the last prince of a royal fan«ly I assert nothing- which is not universally 
who were declared by our ancestors unfit admitted. »The power ol the Crown to 
to reign ^’cr this kingdom. That they dispose of such monies by the advice and 
shoidd treated as princes in the relief consent of pailiament cannot be quesflon- 
of ftei/ tlistress;— that they should be ed. On tluit })oint the gentlemen oppo- 
ttli^d as princes even to soothe their site must agree w^th me. jSo that it Is 
feW^gs in .the courtesies of society — I jdain that I, who aSlriu notiung'*to which 
mprt cfaearfully allow. Neither the place they do dot assent, have nothing to prove 
of tny birth, nor the actions and suffer- against them. Hut they assort somtJiiing 
ines pf thosp^rom whom 1 am descended, beyond this. They contend that the 
tVOL. XXXIV.) (2 M) 
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Crown has the same power without the 
advice and consent of pariiamcnt. This 
further claim I resist; and it is sufficient 
for me to put them on their proof. 

I conceive, Sir, fliat in this negative I 
am in a situation more than issiially f,i- 
‘vourable. 1 stand on tlic vantage ground 
of the constitution, and resist a claim 
which, to say the least, it is difficult to 
reconcile tvilh im most important general 
principles. Will any man venture to deny 
that sucii a claim is not agreeable to the 
genertd principles of they constitution i 
Supply not issuing from pariiamcnt—prt- 
Togative a source of indefinite revenue 
Could the wit of man discover or imagine 
any two claims more repugnant to the 
British constitution ? Whjvt more exact 
description could be givc^w^f benevolences, 
or of sliip money ? , Carry them in prac¬ 
tice as far as their principle extends, a^id 
the constitution wyil no longer exist, r 1 
am well awere that in every human syste^, 
espt'tiall\^ a goveriunent so complicateci 
as ours, and forine^l by the course of cir-l 
cumstanccs in a long series of ages, tlierci 
are anomalies whiclKmust be owned to have 
the character of law^Iiough they he ut¬ 
terly irrcconcileahlc with tlic general prin¬ 
ciples of the constitution. 1 nese irregu¬ 
larities are, I am ready to admit, often ba¬ 
lanced by similar deviations on the oppo¬ 
site side, so that the last result, the just 
counterpoise of constitutional authority, is 
maintained.—The principles of the con¬ 
stitution and tjte spirit of the jieople, when 
they cannot prevent an encroachment in 
one quarter, have often gained a compen- 
ilatioii in another. But it is never too 
much to say, that those who contend for 
the cxcejJtion must always prove it, and 
that those who rely on the constitution 
need only allege it. Where is tlie p:oof? 
It is no ordinwy evidence which can out-, 
weigh such principles as those now under 
our cniiskleration—the exclusive right of 
this House to grant supply, and the dan¬ 
ger of ever^ prerogative which rj^y he a 
source of independent revenue, ^t must 
be slkiwn to be consistent with law, that 
kings of England may conclude treaties 
with foreign powers, and rcceife indefinite 
sums from these foreign pow’er;s under 
whatever names of indemnities, subsidies, 
or pensions, without the consent, or even 
knowledgp, of parliament; that these trea¬ 
ties may be secret; and that the king ra^ 
em^y any sum, however large, granted 
by Ifiem to any purpose which he chooses. 
It must be contend^ that a king of £ng- 
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land may make a treaty in order to obtain, 
for himself six,\welve, or twenty millions 
sterling, to bo applied to objects of which 
he alone is the judge, if that be const!- 
tuttpnal law, it is at least clear that the 
lawaflbrds very easy methods uC,de^troying 
the constitution : if that be law*, wo must 
hasten to make amends to the injured me¬ 
mory of Charles 2nd, and recall the con¬ 
demnation which, for the last century, has 
been unanimously pronounced'against him. 
If the opposite principle can he maintained, 
he did no more than he legally might do. 
We must net longer call his Freiuli trea¬ 
ties and his Ffonch pensions infamous: 
wc must consider them as a legitimate re¬ 
source against the parsimony of a disloyal 
parliament. We have lately read a very 
remarkable account of these treaties by a 
person who liad a great share in them. 
In the life of James 2nd,‘by himself, which 
has just been publislied, wc arc told, that 
“ 'file duchess ol' Portsmouth prevailed at 
last on the king to make her a grant of 
10,000/. a-quarter out of his private French 
fund, his maiio sunoort against the tyrann}' 
of parliaiflerit!” This, Sir, is not my lan¬ 
guage :—these o|)ini()ns arc not mine: 
tliey come from the mouth of James duke 
of York, an actoraplicc in the eonsjiirac}'. 
You see the light in which princes secretly 
view the exercise of your constitutional 
power. The dependance of the Crown 
on this House he calls “ the tyranny of 
parliament:” the clandestine pension paid 
by Ifouis I 'tth he calls “ his private French 
fund ; his main support against the ty¬ 
ranny of parliament.” To break faith, to 
forfeit honour, to betray public interest, 
to become the hirelingof a foreign despot, 
arc all matters of too little moment to he 
noticed by James, when they afford “ sup¬ 
port against the tyranny of parliament.” 
This is more odious than foreign depen¬ 
dence; this is the constant object* of his 
hatred an^ dread—the grand enemy of 
the monarchy. Few British princes, pro¬ 
bably, have carried these dispositions so 
far: i)« oftier has been overheard in whis- 
pcrii% these secret sentiments. But to 
tlTis point ul! governments tend, and in it 
they must all terminate, unless they be re¬ 
sisted by that jealousy of tlIe^(House of 
Commons, of which James 2nd <!||irn»tbeir 
hatred. ** 

From the effect of this principle te*l,»ur 
liberties, let me pass to consider ite^t&n- 
dency, if you «dmit it on our foreign po» 
licy. What, in that case, is to hinder bad 
ministers from advising future kings toen^ 



535] respecting the Droits of ihe CroKvn, May 1 Si 1816. [534 

rich themselves by infamous treaties of not now discussing whether it be lit to vest 
peace, and to purchase the means of plea- certain rights in the Crown, but whether 
sure or of corruption by tlie cession of they exist there already. There is no 
territories the most important to the secu- more good reason for tlie Crown to doubt 
rily or commerce of the nation? \yiu;t the liberality of parliarycnt in.tl>e applica* 
disgraceful scenes may future negocia- lion of foreign grants than of supplies vaisr 
tions exhibit. Instead of estimating the ed at home. 'J'he presumption must be, 
strength and safety bestowed by a West that whatever is sought to he withdrawn 
Indian conquest on our ancient posses- from the disposal of parliament is meant 
sions, or the advantage of a maritime posi- to be applied to purposes which parliament 
tion in India to our dominions in that would not approve, 
country, we might have a negociation And here, Sir, 1 conpeive that I am in 
turned into an auction of fortresses and a strictness en^ed to stop till I hear some 
iSale of islands. Half a million for Marti- proof attempted on behalf of the preten- 
nique! Half a million ii>r the Cape of sion which 1 call on the House to con- 
Good Hope! At every peace the king demn. I have shown from the nature of 
might be bribed to betray bis subjects by the case that the burthen of proof lies on 
the surrender of what their valour had the gentlemen oiiposite. 1 have shown 
won, and their interest required to be kept, that the hurtln^it,' 'lic^ heavily, because the 
We know from the authority of lord Ba- claim to be iitaintaincj would be an ex- 
con, that Henry’Vth declared war where ccbition from the first principles of the 
be had resolved never to fire a gun, in or- cemstitution. 1 shall Viow venture to go 
der to obtain money under false pretences ^ther by showing tirat ther^ is no want 
from parliament. We know from the au- ^f arguments and authorities, pf a pore 
thority of James 2nd, tl'.at there huvebecn fspecial nature ugains^ this prerogative, 
kings who cherished theic^^ages from fo- The first arises from the object and 
reign courts as a bulwark against their terms of this treafy. Like all other 
people. What kings of England did once, treaties it profess^ to stipulate for in- 
kings of England may do again. We have demnity fo^; past and security against fu- 
alreatiy gone far to tcmpt'oLir kings to un- ture wrong. The object of security is 
just war, by almost deciding tliat they provided for in this treaty by the military 
may appropriate twenty or thiity millions occupation of the Northern frontier of 
of prize taken in warfare, callbd droits of Franco, 'flic indemnity is obtained partly 
the adinii'dlty. Your determination against by cession of territory, partlybytiiepay- 
nic this evening, would tom|)t them to dis- menl of money, lii llie preamble “ the 
graceful peace, by declaring that* they pecuniary part nf the indemnity" is parti- 
may sell the conquests of the state for mo- cularl}' disiinguislsed from the territorial, 
ney to he applied as their own virtues or Both together constitute tlio whole tn- 
vices may dictate. deranity, as tlio one i^ increased the other 

It will probably be said, that ministers is diminisiied; so that if le>s money had 
are responsible for the exercise of this like been paid, more territory woulcf have been 
every other power of tiic (h-own. Wher- ceded supposing the whole indemnity to 
ever a power is proved to he legal, respon- continue the same. If France could not 
sibility is doubtless our safeguard against pay, or if tlie allies wo>iHd not receive 
its djtngers: wherever the creation of a money, there must have been an equiva- 
new powet*is shorvn to be aljsolntcly'nc- lent cession of territory. Fiance paid 
cessary, there also we piust content our- money in order to avoid cession, the mo» 
selves with such security as the rosponsibi- ney wa^tlie ransom of towns or provinces, 
lity of ministers may aii'ord. ftulweniust If, for example, there liad been no pecu- 
not speak of responsibility till either the niary indemnity promised to Great Bri- 
legality or the necessity of the powcr'be tain, it is manifest that the principle of 
first made out. Responsibility is no rea- the treaty* would have required a large 
son eith^' for recognizing or for granting cession of territory. Suppose, for the 
pojjiic^power; it is only a security of a purpose of illustration, the cession of 
^^ai/ value against the abuse of an au- Cherburgb or Dpiikirk, the cession of 
Q^B^wb’cli l^al evidence proves to cx- the Isle of France to ns, j'r the cession 
is^l^r urgtfnt danger renders it necessary <|f GuadaJoupe to a weaker power. Then 
to create. Necessity, in ^his case, cannot it follows, that the pecuniary iiideqinity 
be urged, bgth because it never can be is tlte price of these ports in the channel 
presumed to exist, and because we are or stations in the American and Indian 
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Soas. If the Crown ma}' apply the oI>ar"o against or or as a reason <b» 

price of cessions to its own purposes, it a tlcmiiiid offarthor aid. 'J'lioiiglt nobody 
is evident that it may and in efi'ect docs will, I presiinic, vonlureto (piotc tlje treaty 
sell the • terrilurics tiicinselvcs. If the of Pecouigny as a p>\cedciit, yet I must 
four millions of kidemnity has become shortly point it out as a warning. You 
the projjcrty of the Crown, it is ticar, be- remember that one of the conditions of 
yond tlie posjiinlily of contradiction, that peace obtained by the art of Lrfuis 1 Ith 
the King h.l^ sold at that price all the from Edward 4th was, tin; pa 3 mieiit of 
tcrritorii ' wiiich tiie pa 3 'incnt of that sum [ fifty thousand crowns hy the year to the 
has redeenft.d. * If the King may take F-nglish monarch, whirb our, historians 
money for liiuisclf, in consideration of his call a tribute, hut Pliilip do Commines 
uot it';|uiiii‘g territory to be ceded which nioie honestly names a pension. The 
may Of advanliigeous to tliiA-slate, he may first consequence of tins scandalous bar¬ 
on tlie same principle take money for tife gain was, the seizure of Porgundy by 
restoration of conquests already made. He Prance; two years after Edward was 
may sell in like manner what has bteome tempted by this biibc to desc.-t the House 
a pait ol’the lirilisli dominions, 'J'lie sale 1 of Burgundy, the natural allies of Eng- 
of Dunkirk may be renewceP circuitously, ! land; and liic exjiosure of the Netherlands 
which was long ago tiire&iijv condemned. [ to the ambition of iwance disturbed the 
in meniioning the trale of Dunkirk, I do 1 tranquillity of Europe for three centuries, 
not regard that act as a precedent whi/;h | The statesmen and courfiers of England 
i have to encmmtm'. I consider its clkn-i followed the examjile of their monarch, 
dcmmi'tion “as a d(-{;isi\e authority in sii^ j and from that time till the reign of 
port^f tqj^rinci'|ile. It was rcprobate(\ Henry Stli thought themselves autliorized 
at the tune; if lia^ been justly ccnsurcdl almost openly to become pensioners of 
ever since. But what here is suflieient, f the eoiirt^ftt*^‘iiae’e. The narrative in 
it formed the siibjssgt of the eleventh | Commines, an actor in the transaction, 
article of tiu; impcach'ifient voted by this j sufticiently iiniicates tiie dishonour in- 
House, again-t the earl of /.'lareiuloii : I curud by it in the eyes of forei^i na- 
“ Tliiit lie advised and efiVcted tlie sale of i liims. *' 


Dunkirk to the k'rench king, l.>; in/part of i 
his Maiestys dominions.’' and it is staled j 
not as a const it uent part of the offence, but as | 
an aggravniion “ for no greater value than \ 
the ammunition and artilltrv, &c. wore ' 
•worth.” Mr, Vaughan, afterwards thel 
•lord chief justice, a great lawymr, the 
I'riend of yehion and Hrde, describes the ; 
ofl'ence as high Ireyson. wiiieh 1 mention I 


Aiiollit r reason against this claim which 
seems to me tjuite conclusive, arises from 
the veiy nature of an indemnity. An in¬ 
demnity is a coinpensiilion to a people for 
the ex[)ense of blood and treasure. If 
there*'be any thing wliich is tlie exclusive 
propertv of a people, it is that which is 
expressly granted to compensate for tlicir 


Hence as high Ireyson, wiiieh 1 mention I losses cud suiferings. The state has suf- 


only as an^example of the indignation in- fered tlie wror.g: the stale must receive 
spired hv ‘SUch transactions which trans- the cniupensation. The sovereign can 
ported this eminent l iwycr beyond the n/ver hloml Ids p'-r onal claims with this 
boundaries of law. Lord ('ianmion tells most purely iiafioiijl of all properties. It 
xis, ll'.at the ^ing had tit th'.' ti'.ut. e.o-t is an indomnity—to indemnify whom? 
cHu'cu, '* That n* part of tiic money' Not surely the king. He has lost nftthing 
should be applied to any oidiiuiry occi- but as U.e r^'prescntalive of the public—it 
«ioi', bat jireserved for eouio pressing i.- to indemnify thp people who defrayed 
acc'deat, aj an ins urrection or like.;” the expense of war—the people who 
but tins pi-i,!-,iispcl good husbandry^, wiiich fought tme who bled. The king, as he 
migliT have been much more miscliievous eo|)ducti u:c business of the state with 
than iiroi'iision, did not prevjjnt the im- foreign n'lliuns, must indeed receive all 
pcachment. And it deserves particular payments front them; but in the receipt 
notice, th.it this condeinnaiion of the tale of an indemnity he can only b^he band 
of Dunkirk pccurred before the regular of the state. He must receive Aem'os a 
babit of a parli.aronlrisy appropriation to trustee for the public [Observin g 
specific s»rvi«cs had been adopted; when sign.? of assent from the figh*Jior'j^^^A 
the Crown dcfiayed ilic whole oxpense ef of thb court of admirvilty].* I‘ refmee 
thegovis^nieufc out of the general revenue, that I sue some marks of assent to this 
wiihi^‘¥endering any account of its par- position from a person of* the highest 
distribuliou, unless either upon a authority in the House. For the purpose 
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of the present motion tjiis is perl'octly nov/ appeal to them. The House will ro* 
sufficient; ami, indce.l. as I have oh- rt.ileet, that at tlie period of tlicpeace of 
served more tlian once, for that purpose l.hreold, the supply of nejjro slaves to 
alone 1 mi:;ht have contented nnself with Spani-^h America, w'as one of the advan- 
standiiifj on a negative till I was driven from Uges granted to thi** country. Queen 
my positio* by reasoning on the other side. Anno lind, it seems, meant to retain, for 
Hut for ttie sake of a great constitutional her shate, a fourth part of the profits ol’ 
question, I shall venture to produce posi- that traffic, on the iniquity of which the 
tive evidence, as I tiiink it against tite j eyes of Europe were not then opened. VVe 
claims of pyerogative. J sh ill endeaMuir j learn IVom tlie anecdotes' of iflio.^o tjines, 
to show th.it it is condennhd by a])proved j that it was her majesty’s intention to bc- 
usage, as well as hv constitutional prin- stow her fourth in equal portions, on two 
ciple. The instances cf this usage 1 shall persons, no\^ indied of very unequal 
select only from tiie period whicli foUorved ii'iine,’a great minister and a court favou- 
thc Uevofiilion, not only because it is the rite, lord Rolinglnoke and Mrs. Masham, 
purest time of our government, but jiar- of whom the latter was probably then the 
tictdarly hecanse that glorious event, more powerful persson. As soon as the 
among its other benefits and blessings, was House of Commons, then sufficiently' 
the era of a new sysleni in the history of zealous for "^ditics of the court, 
our finance. Anciently while out* kings learned this reservation, they immediately 
defrayed their ckpemes from their own pfriceedcd to resist k on behalf of tlie 
revenues, vvilii uec i'ioiuil aids from par- pflilic. On the f)th oV June ITH*, I find 
Kament, tlu ie an: hut few traces of par- 11,'1/e following entry on v)ur JiAirnals : 
liamentarv int'-rl’erence in appropriating / June 9, 1714'. “ ^'soIv,t;d. thnj; an 
public money to pariietdar objects. A f-v humble address be pr^ented to her ma- 
terwarm. vlu nthe kings (TtkEi^land vvere ■ jeslj', that she will he graciously’ pleased 
rcdiieed liy a happv poverty to (Iiat dc- out of her great go^jhicss to her people to 
pendei’ce on the ('oonnons which pre- give directions, that Uu; I'ourth part of the 
servoc^tlie Hiitl'.li constitution, they were assicnlo trtyde reserved to her majpsty by 
.still considi red as eontriAtiiig to defray the 28th article of the assiento contract, 
the whole (,\|i> use of tlic state on eondi- | as also all such other benefits or advan- 
tion of their lecciving a certain gross an- 1 tages arising from the assiento trade or 
nual re\eiuie. riiey were allowed to ap- j the licences relating thereto, or from any 
portion il acc >rdiiig to their own judg- ! duties or profits reserved to his Catholic 
ment, unless where tlie appearance of j majesty as her maje.sty may he entitled to 
great abuse called for investig.itiofl, r.i- by virtue of any sub.sequen| agreement or 
tlior for the punislmienl of delinquents, 1 assignment from the king of Spain to her 
than for the heller regulation of the ex- ] majesty'; may be disposed of for the use 
pendilurc. Atiempis to improve tliis of the public, and tov^trds discharging the 
practice were made at various times under debts of the nation, 
tile princes of the house of Stuart. It “ Resolved, neiiiine coniradicente, that 
was not until the glorious era of the Re- an humble address be jirescated to her 
volution, ihat the system was established majestys that the revenues of the island of 
of appropriating all parliamentary grants, Minorca, and the reiitij o.*tlie houses at 
i)y tlR; authority of parliament, to ser- Gibraltar, may be applied towards tbe 
vices prevJtiu'.lv anpr 'ved by,parliamcn!, maintenance and support of the several 
which g.a\e reality and,energy'to all the g.arrisons in those plaecs.” 
ancient constitutional priuciplijs, respect- “ To^this address an answpr was made 
ing the pow’or of the purse, created a on the 22nd of the same month, which to- 
constant and irresistible control over the_ gctlicr with the proceedings to wifich it 
public expenditure in this House, and’ gave rise, J shall now read to the House: 
ought to be regarded as the ihost iropor- June22, ITlt. “ Answer; tliat her ma- 
tant refj'hi in the practice of the British jesty gave to the South-sea company the 
ctm^ltitt^ion which has been effected in assiento or contract she obtained from the 
times. Since that happy period, catholic king, for., importing negroes into 
Jftyjjyrt «af p^ubllc law and parliamcn- the Spanish West Indies ;*and her ina- 
tar^ui^ge on* the subject of fitiance, jesty ha& since thought it necessary for* 
is consistent and intelligible. We have their further encouragement and re- 
only to opeq, the Journals of this House moving difficulties in the carrying on that 
'Co comprehend the constitution. Let me beneficial trade to grant them the fourth 
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part in the said contract reserved to her¬ 
self; her majesty being of opinion, that 
the encouragement of trade will best 
enable her subjects to discharge the debts 
of the nation: as tq the other reservations 
of an inferior nature which may Irave been 
under ncgociation; if they are obtained 
her majesty will make such disposition of 
them as slie shall judge proper for her 
servife. ■ 

“ That the revenues of the island of Mi¬ 
norca and the rents of the houses of 
Gibraltar might be applie«^ towards the 
maintenance aitd support ot the several 
garrisons of those places; and that her 
majesty was please4 to say, that a survey 
has been taken, by heranajesty’s direction, 
of the island of Minorca, in order to make 
tl»e possession thereof'Tfwoeficial to this 
kingdom ; and her ^najesty will take care 
that the revenues nf Minorca and 
rents of the houses at Gibraltar shall be 
plied for th» publicMervicc : 

“^raotjpn beit^ made, and thequestioi 
being put* that an^tumble address be pre 
sented to her majesty to return the humble 
thanks of this Uous^ for the encourage¬ 
ment which she has given to trade by 
grantiqg to the South-Sea cpnipany the 
fourth part of the assiento contract, re¬ 
served to her majesty in order to their 
immediate carrying on that trade; and to 
assure her majesty, that tliis House will 
entirely acquiesce in all such dispositions 
of the future advantages vahich her ma¬ 
jesty shall obt^n, as she shall think proper 
for the beneft and increase of trade. 

The llousc divided, 

I “ The yeas go forth. 

, Tellers. 






139 


-.Tp,„ fMr. Levinit - 
“ tMr. Newdigate 

{mJ; Wat”7. 

** So it was resolved in the affirmative,” 
Now here I conceive that we have a 
full and applicable precedent. certain 
portion of money granted by treaty is 
jreserfed by the Crown for its own disposal. 
A tory House of Commons protest against 
the claim. \Vu!i all the forrns^ofduc civi¬ 
lity and respect, but substantially as an 
assertion of right, they demand that the 
inoney shouhl be applied to a specific pub¬ 
lic servica* sfha revenue of Minorca, and 
"even the rents of houses at GIbralta#, 
they^anitnously claimed as public money, 
mddMtined to its proper application. Will 
it be said that this was merely an applica¬ 


tion to the favour of the queen ? 1 hope 
any one who ventures so to describe it, will 
be pleased to produce a similar instance 
of a parliamentary application to the 
Crown, for the application of part of its 
acknowledged personal revonuu in aid of 
the public service. I must als« call on 
them to expluiu the queen's answer. It 
contains no saving of her right, no insi¬ 
nuation that the grant was matter of 
bounty, no protestation against the act 
being drawn into precedent. It is a 
simple assurance tliat the produce of the 
assiento had I'act been applied as the 
House desired.. It contains an express 
promise to apjily the revenues of Gibraltar 
and Minorca as they jiointed out. No¬ 
thing can be more decisive than the ad¬ 
missions in the context of that ]irumise. 
The island of Minorca is to be made not 
lucrative to the Crown, Hut “ beneficial to 
the kingdom.'' The absence of all objec¬ 
tions to the principle of parliamentary in¬ 
terference is, in the queen’s message, ren* 
dered more conspicuous by a little peevish 
and aiabi|^o;aw pretension; witli respect 
to “ reservations of an inferior uiiture,” 
of which the queen says “ she will make 
such disposition as she shall judge j^roper 
for her scrvicb.” The House answer 
“ that they will acquiesce" in such disposal 
of these Inferior advantages “ as she shall 
think proper for the benefit and increase 
of trade.” The word “ acquiesce” is, I 
conceive, of itself decisive of this ques¬ 
tion.* It is clear that they, who say that 
they acquiesce, must iiavc thought that 
they had a right to refuse their acqui¬ 
escence. A word of such distinct import, 
so guarded, and in intercourse with the 
sovereign so unusually high, could not 
have bei'ti employed without design, nor 
chosen for any otlicr purpose than that of 
asserting their right. But even the ac- 
quiesceneo was not undistinguishingt Be- 
fore they aj.\juiesi e in the quten’s inten¬ 
tions, respecting ^he disposal of monies to 
accrue in future, they choose to limit the 
natural>imf>ort of the language of her an¬ 
swer. ‘ Tiu'y do not acquiesce in such 
disposal “ as she shall judge proper for 
her service,” hut in such “ as she shall 
think proper for the benefit ari)l increase 
of trade,” that is, in such an applnatii^ as 
she had made of the assiento, 


House had already approved* 
address was approved b*y nd gt^-i^a- 
jority. A minority of one himrlred and 
thirty-nine under sir IloberLWalpole and 
Mr. Pulleney, long afterwairas celebrated 
£ 
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opponents, but then contending at a most 
critical moment, for the prescrvalion of 
liberty, were dissatisfied with tlic address, 
evidently because they did not think it a 
eufticic'nt condemnation of any claim of 
the Crowfi, however ambiguous, lo the 
slightest* pecuniary advantage arising by 
treaty. 'J'he subsequent history of the 
assiento is well known, and in the Cooven- 
tions between (Jrcat Britain and Spain in 
17a9 and f75(),—it is siPpulatcd, that his 
Britannic niajesty shall receive certain 
sums in one case “ for the satisfaction of 
tjie demands of British subjects on the 
crown of Spain,” and in the other for the 
South Sea company. In like manner, the 
treaty with tlic United States of America 
in 1794', and the convention with the same 
republic in 1802, specify the class of Bri¬ 
tish subjects on account of whom his ma¬ 
jesty receives tht sums of money therein 
stipulated. 

The only remaining parliamentary pre¬ 
cedent which I shall cite, is both pecu¬ 
liarly applicable and eminently entitled 
to respect. It is to be foGnd in our jour¬ 
nals in the months of January and March, 
17(>5, and relates to a composition offered 
by France for the maintenance of the 
riencTi prisoners of war dfiring the seven 
years war. On the 15th of January, 
l7t)J, Mr. Grenville, then chancellor of 
the exchequer, brought down*the follow¬ 
ing message from the throne:— 

Jan. 15, 1765. “ His majesty having 
received from the ambassador of ih^tnost 
Christian king, a declaration made by or¬ 
der of liis court, containing a proposal 
for the more speedy scttlentent of the 
accounts concerning the subsistence and 
maintenance of prisoners of war, and for 
the discliargc of the balance due thereon, 
is desirous, as the parliament is now sit¬ 
ting, to know the sense of his faithful 
CoranJons before he takes his final resolu¬ 
tion upon tliis subject: and h^s therefore 
ordered a copy of the, above-mentioned 
declaration, together with the accounts 
referred to therein, to be laid before the 
House of Commons." 

To this the House returned the follow-* 
ing answer, on the 21st of the same month, 
advising ".he king to accept the composi- 
tioj^fi^ed by the government of France. 

1765. “ Resolved, nemine 

That an humble address 
o«^raUec] td nis majesty, to retutu the 
unleigt|^ thanks of this* House, for his 
most gmcioui message; and to represent 
to his majesty, that having taken into our 


consideration the state and nature of the 
accounts communicated to this House by 
his majesty, and the difficulties and delay 
which must necessarily attend a complete 
liquidation of them ; iwe are luimbly of 
opinion ‘that it will be most, advisable for 
bi^niajcsty to accept the profiosal contain¬ 
ed in the declaration made by the French 
ambassador, for the more speedy satisfac¬ 
tion of bis majesty’s ddniands upon ac¬ 
count of the subsistence and maintenance 
of tile French prisoners of war.” 

On the of March, in the same 
year,•the convention of France, and the 
fidlowing certific.ttc was laid before the 
House, conformably to the advice which 
they had given. 

March 22^ “ Certificate of the 

money paid into tlie receipt of his majes¬ 
ty's exchequer, by Wjlliam lord viscount 
Bprrington, in part ol\thc sum due from 
lift Fixmcb king, for the maintenance of 
tac late French prisonte oi’whr. 

“ These are to cert^q tha*- the rvmey 
paid into the receipt oy bis majesty’s ex¬ 
chequer by the right bon. William lord 
viscount Barringtoq received by him of 
the French ambassador, in part of six 
hundred and seventy thousand pounds 
due from the French king, for the main¬ 
tenance of the late F'rcnch prisoners of 
war, amounts to the sum of one hundred 
and seventy-six thousand pounds. 

“ Exchequer the 1 9ih Lincoln.” 

datf ufMa?ch 1765.” 

Notliing, I think, can be* more decisive 
than this case. Every thing was regu¬ 
larly transacted, in the common course of 
business, as if the vigh* of parliament over 
monies thus accruing, was aq acknow¬ 
ledged part of the ordinary system of of¬ 
fice. The Crown makes no reservation 
of right. The minister makes no display 
of the liberality. The HoSse returns no 
thanks as for an act of unexpected bounty 
and extraordinary grace. Every matter 
relating to this sum of money was as much 
submitt 9 d to tlie House, as ifjt had been 
granted by themselves. They were con¬ 
sulted with respect to the amount 8f the 
compositiqp. Their determination was 
carried into execution. The money was 
paid into the exchequer, and conseqaentl}% 
without the necessity of express words, 
taken as a matter of course to be the 
money of the public; and* a \:ertificate 
®f the pay];nent was immediately commu¬ 
nicated to the House of Commons. dl<ord 
Barrington, then treasurer of the navy, 
receives il from the X'rcncb minister, be- 
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cause the maintenance of prisoners had 
been in his department, and lord Lincoln, 
the teller of the exchequer, attests its pay¬ 
ment there. Tliis measure was adopted 
in the administratisn ol‘ Mr. Grenville, a 
man equally iicqiiainti’»l with tlie princi¬ 
ples of the constitution, and with the 
usage of office—long conversant withlthc 
practice ol'the exchequer, and though of 
unsuspected .•.ttacliinent to public libert}', 
uttcily jncapahle of doing any act as a 
rainiitcr, which might create Mn unob¬ 
served precedent, or eve* presumption 
against a prerogative of the C-r?\vn.» Tllds 
justice 1 feel to be particularly duo to him 
from me, because 1 disapprove and Imnent 
the leading measure of his ndiuiuistrati'a). 
And I sliould have done iiiju.-ticc to tlie 
precedent whicli I officer as of f-uch res¬ 
pectable autliority, jf 1 had'not reminded 
the House of the character of the minis¬ 
ter who conducted it. r 

Thougli*! havt^ound no other par\a- 
meiifary proceefliigs directly relating to 
this quesfion sinq^ tlie revolution, theie 
are a whole series of statutes whicli seem 
to me to establish the same principle. I 
mean, all the statutes during the present 
reign,,for the payment of a pecuniary in¬ 
demnity by the East India company, when 
their commercial monopoly has been re¬ 
newed, and when their occupancy of the 
territories and [losscssionsln India has been i 
continued. On every oue of tlicne re¬ 
newals some such valuabia consideration 
W’lis required^ from the company as the 
price of their trade and dominion. What ] 
part of them have been actually paid, is a 
question which doq^ not aJlect the present 
argument. The statute of the Vth ol‘ 
George If rd, chap. .j 7, which 1 believe is the 
earliest of this sort, is thus intituled, “ Au 
act for establishing an agreement of con¬ 
tra jiaymcntc^the annual sum of 400,0(K)i'.. 
by the East India company, in respect of 
ilic ifntloriul acquisitinn.i and revenues 
liUily obtained in the East Indies.” The 
juTamhIe rj'citcs, ‘‘ that the comjjtvny have 
oll'ered to laiy, /or the ben^t of the public f 
this turn;—and it farther states tlie public 
advantage of such an agreement, ” in re¬ 
gard of i!,c said territorial* acguhiliom 
and revemteJ’ Tlte first section enacts 
that they shall make such payment. 
The second th-it “ tlie^ trrriiorinl acquisi¬ 
tions shay roinain in possession of the com- 
jiany during the said term of tjyo year^" 
ani^tlie third, tliat if the cbmpany are 
dtsp^esseddf any part of the terntorialac- 
;^«islt‘ions,” a proportionable‘abatement 
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I shall be made in the annual payment. Tlie 
nintii ofGedrgo.'Jrd, chap. 20 confimies the 
agreement for five years, during which “///e 
Uiniforinl acquisuioiis are to remain in 
possession of the compuny;" and ihe third 
section directs, ib.it the myuies paid 
into the receipt ofliis uiajo'ty’s e^ichequer 
in pursuance of'this act slndl he tneie re¬ 
served io be disposed and approp) inted bp 
parliament.” I shall only (JuoSl' one more 
of these statute's;—it is liie 'Jist George 
1st, chap, t'o, of which the rubric is al¬ 
most sulricicnt for my purpose ; it is inti¬ 
tuled “ An iiVl”—for—“ the payment of 
-100,000/. for the use of the public in 
discharge oi'all claims and demands of the 
public in rcpect of the lerniorial acr/uisi- 
lioni, <S'C.” 

The preamble recites, “ that tlie company 
are willing that the pii'W/c should partici¬ 
pate with them in the profits arising from 
the ifiritorial acqnisiinrns” and offer 
to pay WJ,OOt)l. “ into bis majesty's ex¬ 
chequer in discharge of the cl uois of the 
public. The first seel Ion enacts, that this 
payment sliidl be made into tlie iccripl of 
his rnojistifs erchi ijner for the ire of the 
jinhlic and that if there be f.iilure, the 
money may be ri. cove red ^ foe his m" jest if s 
use:” tbo ninth*anii tenth scv tions ifiso di- 
ri'ct paj'inents to he made “ into his nia- 
jesfv’s exciiequer/or the use oflhcinthhc;’' 
and the eleventh section diri.cts the parts 
ol‘revenue reserved/^' the use rtf Ihe pub¬ 
lic to be paid into the “ receipt of hi i ma- 
jeslyii exchequer, for his nuijesli/s use.” 

Tile House must have already gone be¬ 
fore me to the concKision from the lan¬ 
guage and provisions of these statutes.. 
U is a universal principle of law that ell 
conquests made by subjects in war, l>e- 
come vested in the state. By our l.iw 
the king in this t\(i;c exercises the rights 
of tlie state. The territories acquired 
by the East India company, agii'tehly 
to these principles, were annexed to the 
Crov/n. The administration ol' thtse ter¬ 
ritories was, indeed, left to the company, 
on thetreafi or supposed grounds of public 
utilitjr- Eot tiiey were required to makean 
adnuul compensation I'ur the territory 
which they occupied. To*whom? To 
the king? no‘otherwise than as a mere 
formality—expressly for the uafi of the 
public. Here then is the broad 
All mone}' paid for territoj|^ is jjyS^r 
the use of the puhlig*.' It 
whether it be for the temporary^cupatiou 
as in India, or for the peqietual redemp¬ 
tion as in the French indl'mniticB. In 
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both casef alike the kine receives, the j Those who on this or similar reasoning 
king recovers if there be railure: but he find themselves precluded from treating 
receives and recovers for the state, and on the droits of admiralty as purely public 
account of the people whose trustee and property, will feel no such difficulty re¬ 
steward he Is. Compensation for, Indian peeling pecuniary itjjjdemnity for territory, 
territory is declared to be disposable by The case under Mr. Grenville and the 
parliaig^t. 1 desire only to apply the statutes respecting India, both since the 
same principle to french territory. I am civil list act, manifest the sense of parlia- 
unable to discover any shadow of distinc- went, that pecuniary indemnities never 
tion. These statutes also put to flight all were held tO be in the Crown in any man- 
the petty technical sophistry which may ner, or t(f any extent, otherwise than as an 
be founded on the mere phraseology of accountable trustee for the public. There 
law. If it be said that these monies | is no adverse .usage, or decisions to embar- 
pertain to the king beeause they 9 ref 7 ra 8 s,our constitutional principles on the 
’ceded to him, because they are paid subject of indemnities. At least I know 
into his exchequer, becatise he is to com- of none—and if any be produced on the 
pel their reimbursement if it be withheld; other side I will tell them what usage will 
1 answer that in nil these points, the alone satisfy me. It must be founded on 
French indemnity precisely resembles the many instances,-i^ivcd from good times, 
Indian. The last is even in one place said generally known, openly discussed, at 
to be fur the “ 4 ise of his majestybut it length recognized b^ competent authority, 
is nevertheless clearly shown, and indeed It. must not be drawn from a stigmatized 
expressly pronounced, to be, “ for the use transaction like the sale of Dunkirk;—it 
of the public,” and at the disposal of par- must not be dependent on the maxims of 
liament. tyrannical tiinps, or on a disgraceful' con- 

Botli these statutes and the measure of federacy of the king wjih the judges against 
Mr. Grenville’s administration, have the the nation like the ci^im of ship money— 
peculiar advantage of being subsequent to it must not rest on the private opinion of 
the civil list act, passed at the commence- a lawyer, like that of sir Edward Northey, 
nient*of the present reiga. On questions about aliens, cited some nights dgo. It 
relating to droits of admiralty, it has been would not be sufficient to quote any clan- 
said, that us the Crown, in that act, expressly destine practice of office! however long, 
surrendered many other sources of reve- in the best times, and under the best men. 
nue, without any surrender of these droits, Such a practice had not been powerful 
it must be taken to have preserved its enough to s^ve general warrants from 
right to them. This, I own, is n«t my condemnation!—I am bound to confess, 
view of the subject. In the constitutional Sir, that 1 cannot concludd with the corn- 
interpretation of a statulq which is to re- mon profession of candour, that if 1 am in 
gulate the relations of the king to his peo- error, 1 shall rejoice that. I am convinced 
pie, 1 think such a construction illiberal of it. On the contrary, 1 shall deeply de- 
and unreasonable. The true construction plore the discovery of so great's defect in 
1 think rather to be, that the king in con- (he constitution, and of, so weak a point 
sideration of the civil list, then established, in the most important defences of public 
relinquishes all branches of his former re- liberty. I may still, howewen, have one 
venuev not expressly reserved. This is. cause for rejoicing. ,If the constitution 
more particularly reasonable in these cases, he really so exposed—if the law be ad- 
of ungranted booty. When tfle expenses verse to the principles for which I have 
of war were defrayed l^y the Crown from contended, 1 trust that the House as soon 
its patrimonial revenue, it seenftd just that as bo enormous an evil is disclosed to 
in the Crown also all the profits of war them, will apjdy all their faculties to the 
should vest. «But now that the expeiftes* discovery of a remedy, 
of war are defrayed by the public, it is of The honf and learned gentleman then 
the very same reason just that the profits of moved the follojving Resolutions j 

S fall to the public also. It of- 1. “ That it appears to this House, that 
!r, happens that a disposition a sum of 700,(XX)/. sterling has been paid 
1^ preseryed by usage, by ad- by France to this country siqpe (he month 
s^yistatutes, and by other au- of Octobejr 1815, in lieu of the revenue of 
ich are legally ^irresistible long the districts occupied by the British army^ 
lent and only' reason has ceased and for the equipments of the said army, 
to exist. * 12.** That it appears to this House, 
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that, by the fourth article of the definitive 
treaty of peace signed at Paris on the 20th 
day of November 1815, and by conven¬ 
tions between the allied powers bearing 
date on the same day, the share of Great 
Britain in th‘e pecuniary part of, the in¬ 
demnity due from France to the allies 
was fixed at the sum of 4,166,066/. sterl¬ 
ing, payable by instalments in five years, 
out of which, ihorp have been already paki 
by France 208,383/. sterling. ■* 

3. “ That it appears to this House, that 
the sum contributed by the kjng of France, 
agreeably to the said treaty,vfor thg pay, 
and expense of the British ^rmy of occu¬ 
pation, is so inadequate to its actual charge 
that, even with the addition of the money 
received as indemnity, it wiiyeave, at the 
end of three years, a j^fMssidcrable balance 
to bo paid by Great Britain}^ and that it 
depends on the contfingency of the conti¬ 
nuance of peace for five years, whether at 
the end ot that period this country shall 
receive half a million instead of four mil¬ 
lion^ held out by the treaty as a pecu¬ 
niary conjpensatio'W for the services and 
sufferings of the Bnj^sh nation. , 

“ 4. “ That it appears to this House, 
that, by tlic 5th article of a minute of 
conferences between the ministers of the 
allied powers at Paris, it is agreed that a 
pm nearly equivalent to 1,004,(X)0/. sterl¬ 
ing shall be allotted to Great Britain in 
consideration of the burthen of the war 
having been borne, and th| city of Paris 
having been taken, by the armies under 
the duke of Wellington and prince Blu- 
cher; being in substance a donative from 
f.bc allied sovereigns to a British army, in 
which the Crown of’Great Britain is made 
a trustee <o distribute the bounty of fo-' 
reign princes among his majesty’s troops, 

5. “ That it appears to this House, 
that all the mt^nies hitherto received from 
France have been paid into the military 
chest of the Britisfi array of occupation, 
except two sums amounting to nearly 
10,5(K)/. sterlinig, out of the sums paid by 
France as iitdemnity, whiclt, agrjfeably to 
the letter of the lords "Commissioners of 
his majesty’s treasury of the 26th day of 
December 1815, were paid to tiifithevalien 
Antonio Canova, towards the erection of 
a (tiODument to the late cardinal of York 
at Rome, and to assist iu defrayit^.ihe 
pai^e of conveying the works of ati re¬ 
stored to the pope irom Paris to that city. 

6. ^ That the application sf any park 
of nasnips granted by treaty ifiB a national 
indemnity* to other purposes t,haa those 


of public service, without the privity and 
advice of pariiament, avowedly made upon 
principles which extend to the whole of 
these sums, and to all future grants of a 
like nature, appears to this House not to 
be^ Warranted by any approved usage of 
this realm, and if drawn into pr^epdent to 
l)ave a tendency to impair the value of 
the exclusive privilege of the Commons 
House of Parliament to grant supplies to 
the Crown.” - 

The question being put upon the first 
Resolution, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose. 
He said, that the hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man who had j\ist sat down, having re¬ 
peatedly appealed to him in the course of 
his speech, lie felt himself called upon to 
reply as shortly as possible to the argu¬ 
ments on which the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman supported the resolutions now be¬ 
fore the House. It seemed to be admitted 
by the hon. and learned gentleman, that 
in point of strict law all that had been 
done was perfectly justifiable, as be had 
dextrously abstained from entering into 
the law upon the subject. He had rested 
his argument intirely on what he called 
constitutional grounds, and it was impos¬ 
sible not to rotnark the dexterity with 
which he had avoided a question capable 
of being brought to a distinct decision by 
reference to legal authorities and prece¬ 
dents of former practice, to involve him¬ 
self in references of vague and obscure 
analojgy to what he chose to consider as 
principles of tliu constitution. In the 
stricter and more precise view which he 
(the cliancellor of the exchequer), wished 
to take of the case, it was important to 
distinguish between the dillerent questions 
which arose out of it. The hon. and 
learned gentleman did not sufficiently at¬ 
tend to the distinction between the con¬ 
tributions paid by France befuij? the 
treaty of peace, and those to the payment 
of which slffc was now bound by the treaty. 
As to the payibents made before tho 
treaty,^ they were to be considered as 
bootylof war. He could view them in no 
• otk^r light than as a ransoiq, paid by the 
king of France for the rescue of certain 
provinces from those charges which, by 
the ordinary laws of war, mi|||ht have 
been imposed upon them by 
army. At all times it had been^Un^' 
that qpntributions levied 
provinces, jure W/i, belong tq^aiS^ye- 
trieign; and therefore it appeal .to him 
clear.that, whatever sums in 
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France darin|: the war, or in consequence 
of contributions imposed* before the' sig¬ 
nature of the treaty of peace, were at the 
disposal of the crown as booty, subject to 
that responsibility which the ministecs of 
the Crowq always owe fur the just and 
wise application of its revenues. As to 
that part of the subject which related to 
the payments to be made by France 
during the stay of the allied armies in 
France, in* pursuance of the treaty of 
eace, the question was different. The 
on. and learned gentleman had insisted 
very much on the payment of the two 
small suras, for the expepse of carrying 
the works of art from Paris to Home, 
and for a monument to the last surviving 
h^ir of the house of Stuart. It was 
certainly true, with respect to these sums, 
that the treasury minute staled that these 
two sums were ter be paid out of the mili¬ 
tary chest; but it was quite evident that 
it alluded to what was paid before the 
signature of the treaty ; because they 
were paid before any sum could possibly 
be received pursuant to the treaty, ^hts 
explanation consequently relieved the 
transaction as to any ambiguity with 
respect to the fund from which these 
sums ^ere to be taken. •Therefore tlie 
argument of tlie hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man, as applied to this part of the subject, 
in so far as it went against* the strict 
legality of the application of the grant, 
must entirely fail. 

The ho3i. and learned gentleman^ had 
stated, that he (the chancellor o^ the ex¬ 
chequer) contended that the whole sums 
payable, or paid, both before and after 
the signature of the treaty, were alike 
droits of the Crown, and applicable as 
the sovereign might please to direct. For 
his own part, he utterly denied this. He 
had used no such argument. On the 
contras^', early in the session, he had 
informed the House, that tjie Princif' 
Regent had directed ail the sums received 
from France to be appfied to the public 
service, and would direct all ftfture sums 
so to be applied. He had never said, nor 
meant to say, that those sums to be pdld 
in consequence of the treaty, in any sense 
of^thd word, werb droits of the Crown. 
In a war such as that in which the 
canp^ryhad been engaged, and terminated 
bjg qn^a peac^ there might be a great 
^amjjlB' to’ find any precedent vmich 
wo^KV|4xactly analogous with respect 
to (be &|^ic||:ioA of such a sum as that 
paid before die treaty, though he had no 


doubt, upon consideration, of the legal 
principles and authorities which seemed to 
him to govern the question, that they were 
to be considered as booty disposable by 
the Grown. But as to the suras paid after 
the treaty of peace, there could be no 
doubt entertained that the sovereign re¬ 
ceived these sums in right of the nation, 
and subject at the same time to the terms 
of the treaty under which they are paid 
[Hear, hear!]. Unquestionably the sum^ 
was paid to the nation in consideration of 
the losses sustained by it during the war, 
afid it was^the duty of the sovereign 
to see il applied to the national service. 
As to this, he could oidy assure the 
House, that the application of these sums 
to the public srervicew'as as much intended 
as in the case ot'lflry supply voted by 
parliament dftring the war. Questions 
might arise as to wnether it would be 
more advantageous to lay out this money 
in rebuilding fortresses destroyed during 
the war; in restoring a district laid wapte; 
or whet^r to relieve tlje public from the 
contribdjjpn of new siubb to the service of 
the stat^ But in wl^tcver way applied, 
still it was for the public service, and as 
an indemnity to the public. , 

Thus far, then, a great part of the sub¬ 
ject was disposed of. But ps to the appli¬ 
cation of these sums, the hon. and learned 
gentleman had raised several questions on 
which it would be necessary to say a ftw 
words. First, «he hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman supposed that the siyn was inade¬ 
quate to the support of the army. Whe¬ 
ther the payment was adequate or not, 
in a constitutional pjjynt.of view, was 
of no importance. But even if it was not 
adequate, as far as it would go it could 
net be applied in any better way than in 
defraying part of the expenses of main¬ 
taining the army. All that had been said 
uipon this was, that it «ppcared from the 
;hiost correct estimates that the income 
derived from the contributions would be 
equal tO{*the expenditure. Jj: appeared 
by the accounts upon tlie table, that 
about 600 , 000 /. sterling would be received 
’for the year 1816; But in the course of 
the ensuing* year more than 1,500,000/. 
in difierent instalments, under the head of 
indemnity and allowances for the expenses 
of the army. At tlje end of the five years 
there would be ah estimated swrplus of 
5(J0,000/. ..^sterling, after defraying the 
whole expeihe of the army of observation, 
and the intended donation to the troops 
engaged ia*the battle of Waterloo, and the 
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capture of Paris. Oa this branch of the 
subject be would insist no farther. A 
more material part was that which related 
to the sum alleged by the hon. and 
Irarned gentleman (o be given as a dona¬ 
tion by foreign powers to the British army. 
If it had been intended that this sum should 
be a gift from foreign powers to the army, 
he admitted it might be matter of great 
jealousy to (he House. But it was only 
necessary to look over the convention, to 
see that this supposition was very remote 
from the truth. In consequence of the 
extraordinary exertions maSe by the^ 
British and Prussian troops, somewhat 
more than 1,(XX),000^. was appropriated 
by the several powers, to be reserved out 
of the contributions not as a gift to the 
armies of Great Britsirr and Prussia but 
to the nations as represenflsd by their 
respective sovereign!. Therefore, if the 
armies of Great Britain and Prussia got 
any sum, they would owe it entirely to 
the bounty of their own sovereigns. The 
sum was not taken-by the governments of 
Prussia or of G^t Britain triHh any 
pledge to grant it to the army, miatever 
their intentions might be on, this subject. 
Thehon. and learned gentleman jiad stated, 
that the case of this money was perfectly 
unlike donations of boqty in former times; 
but it was not easy to discover on what 
principle the hon. and learned gentleman 
discriminated between these two Cases. It 
was certainly true that tho sum now in 
question was very large, but however 
large, it was not greater than had been 
obtained by the army at the capture of 
St. Eustatia and Java. Indeed he 
would say, as to this, that there never was 
a case in Vhich such a grant was more 
hardly earned, nor in which (comparing 
the circumstances) it was more moderate. 

The hon. aad learned gentleman had, 
after dismissing wh^ he called his consti¬ 
tutional objections, cited precedents, and 
tbere^ were two of i^eee on which he 
{inneipaliy qfood. As to the pupcedent 
w 1714, respecting the addi^ of the 
Hpuse on toe subject of' the assiento 
treaty—(and here he could not but 
wptess his surprise that and 

learned gentleman should have todntioDed 
ftat contact without expresainf the 
iHiCBor which every good man must’ Ieel 
«^,recofl^ting, thJt it Xas a contract' by 
Vwcti. i^iia country reserved to itielf a 
patliq^ioe in the profits, of alT extenai^e ' 
alaverimdej^tbe House had certamly, I 
m cent an address to 
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Crown ; but what was the nature of that 
address? An afldress praying that the 
money might be employed for the public 
service, and in discharge of the debts of 
the nation. Now, if the sura had been 
one to which the House of Commons 
considered itself as strictly entitled, they 
would not have been contented with 
agreeing to such an address, but would 
have voted a censure upon the minister 
who had advised* the Crown to^ dispose of 
it without the consent of parliament. And 
the queen’s answer too, by stating bow 
she had applied the, money showed that 
her majesty conceived that she had a 
right to apply the money in the way she 
thought fit for the public service. And 
as to the smaller sums mentioned in the 
address, the reply of the queen was still 
more guarded, it being that her ma¬ 
jesty would apply them«in the way she 
should judge most beneficial for her 
service.’’ This precedent then instead of 
proving any thing for the argument of the 
hon. and learned gentleman, proved no 
more^han that 41)6 House had interfered 
to prevent any misapplicatmn or abuse in 
the exercise of the right of the Crown. 
The other precedent quoted by the hon. 
and learned gentleman was still Idl^s ap- 
plicable: it related to the arrangements 
made at the peace of 1763, respecting 
the balance for the maintenance of pri¬ 
soners of war between this country and 
France. This country had a claim to the 
amount of }KK),()00f. and agreed to accept 
700,000/. as a full compensation—not as 
an indemnity—not as a contribution—not 
as a ransom—but as a strict settlement of 
account between tlie two nations. Tliere 
was no doubt how the money was to be 
applied, because it was in fact a mere 
repayment of the parliamentary money 
expended in the maintenance of prisoners. 
.Nothing, therefore, in that case co»ld be 
tftore constitutional than the conduct of 
Mr. Grenville, in bringing down a mes¬ 
sage to parliament upon the subject. This 
was UMudltionably an excellent consti- 
tutiom^' precedent, but really in the pre- 
‘seift case it,wM quite inapplicable. [Hear, 
hear!] As to the other precedent quoted 
respecting the lerrkorial privileges of the 
East India Company, the hon. and leara^ 

f entleman had been as little suoce»!h^ 
'he hon. and learned gentleffian 
that the territory belongeE to tha^&SnaT 
but toen tlte charter of ibe 
company comprehended 
the mere regmatioas wilb to* tet* 
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ritory; it contained a vast variety of pri¬ 
vileges which parliameftt allowed and 
conhrmed to that coiqpany, and it was 
therefore certainly ttf parliament that the 

i )ecuniary compensation for these grivi- 
eges belonged. 

Nothi^^, therefore, could be more irre¬ 
levant than the whole of the cases cited 
by the hon. and learned gentleman; and 
of this, indeed, he had himself- seemed 
sensible, by> deprecating ajl quotations and 
authorities on such a question. The great 
dependenoe of the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman was on the constitutional principle 
if the dependence of the Crown upon par¬ 
liament for money; andT-going upon this 
principle, he affected a great alarm at all 
sums received by the Crown unless 
through parliament, as tending to make 
the Crown independent on parliament for 
supplies. What) then, was the amount of 
the sum in the present case on which the 
hon. and learned gentleman founded his 
apprehensions? It was truly upon the sum 
of 5,000,000/. to be received by the Crown 
within five years! But last year parlia¬ 
ment had all at once^ by a vote of credit, 
placed at the disposal of the Crown 
6 ,000,000/. to be expended ^within one 
year. * The hon. and learned gentletpan 
then asserted, that it was to be feared, 
that future ministers, acting upon the pre¬ 
sent case as a precedent, might sell for 
money the territorial acquisitions of the 
country. On this point, he could only 
say, that if such a minister shouldi ever 
exist, he must be the basest qf mankind. 
But then, in estimating tbe weiglTt of such 
a fear, it was not to be forgotten that it 
was no easy thing to force & foreign coun¬ 
try to raise those contributions by which 
omy money could be paid to hostile 
powers. Such instances had rarely oc¬ 
curred in history, and scarcely ever in 
modesn times, till diat most extraordintuy 
and eventful period in which we weA; 
lately placed. There could %e nothing 
like the cases mentioned by the hon. and 
learned gentlemap which had bccurred in 
the reign of Charles 2nd, which were nri- : 
vate stipulations; but these must be*on* 
die face of a treaty, and then it would be 
subject to the control ot patliament, which 

■ iteiyiaeffectuid. In 
e British army in 
itely under the con- 
!ver; it was supplied 
Use^the mutiny bUl 
datioa-»it was uffder 
in ,short) it WM as 


completely under the control of podia- 
ment as anv British army bad ever been. 
As to the aliusion made by tbe hon. and 
learned gentleman to the sale of Dunkirk) 
it was to be observe^, that that was a 
transaction which had not taken place at 
the conclusion of a treaty of peace, but 
during profound peace. He, however, 
entirely concurred with the hon. and 
learned gentleman in eondamning that 
transaction as infamous and disgraceful to 
the government. He admitted, that in all 
cases like the* present, the sovereign re¬ 
ceived the iniohcy only as the steward of 
the nation; and that, under general 
powers, tbe sovereign must apply it, sub¬ 
ject to the control of parliament; and 
that the Crown was bound to account for 
the whole sum receded. In point of ap¬ 
plication, the case resembled the surplus 
of a parliamentary grant, which of course 
was accounted for to parliament. The 
sovereign, in all transactions with foreign 
states, represented the nation, and acted 
as its trustee; as such, declares war, 
makes qpeace, and e)jlters into creatim. 
This prerogative, l|rq all others, and 
amongst the rest, like the privileges of 
parliament^ might be abused. But tben 
the power was not to be refused, because 
its abuse was possible. It was for parlia¬ 
ment, in its wisdom, to watch; and, in its 
justice, to punish any! deviation from its 
due exercise. ..fAs ip the present ease 
there was na sudi deviation, he must 
meet tbe motion of the hon. and learned 
gcntieiinan, by moving the*previous ques¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Tiemct/ obser^d, Jtbat the sole ob¬ 
ject of his lion, and learned friend had 
been to establish certain principles which 
it now appeared were fully conceded by 
bis majesty’s ministers. . The proposition 
maintained in his hon. and learned friend’s 
admirable speech was the ground assumad 
by tbe right bon. gentleman, namely, that 
the funds in question were not received in 
right of^be Crown, but for t^e purpose of 
being applied to idle service of .me pt&lio. 
This admission narrowed the question 
very considerably, and brought them to 
the conddbration of what wn the best 
practical use which coidd be made of it. 
Tbe right hon. gentleman had talked of 
tbe statement nia|^e by ministers of their 
iateidions; but a liatementain debate was 
po statet^nt at alt to the House, and 
could bo made setis&ctorily by ncuodiw 
means dum by a message from the throrton 
' This was* the eoorse pumied by Mr. 
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when he infortned parliament of the inten¬ 
tion of the Crown, to apply a million of the 
proceeds of the Dutch prizes to the ser¬ 
vice of the year. The right hon. gentle¬ 
man assured then^ that all this money 
would be properly applied ; but was not 
thia rather an irregular mode of proceed¬ 
ing. Would it not be much better to have 
it paid into the exchequer, and again 
granted out .by parliament ? Here was a 
aum of five millions piaid in time of peace 
as an indemnity to this country, and 
locked up in the chest of the military pay¬ 
master. Was it not too muck to trust to 
the discretion of an individind whom the 
House did not know, that he would ex¬ 
pend all this money to the advantage of 
the oountry ? He was not aware that the 
whole amount was to^ reserved for mili¬ 
tary purposes; he had underatood that it 
was partly to be regirded as national in¬ 
demnity. The noble lord had on a former 
occasion taken great credit to himself for 
extracting this indemnity from prostrate 
and degraded France; and now the result 
was, that the whol^ was to be cepsumed 
by a British army placed on" the frontiers 
to keep the Bourbons on the throne. This 
was truly not a very: consoling reflexion 
to* 8 nation boutiquierCf as we bad been 
called. The peace had been termed a 
triumphant one,'but the triumph was only 
in arms: it belonged not to the noble lord 
in any degree; at Ifast hia not aware 
that the noble lord had .ever ttaken up the 
sword. He was no great admirer of the 
sort of candout^which had been exhibited ^ 
on the othfr side in the course of the de- 
Lslbe, hecauiib it seetn^d to him to proceed 
from ^8 consciousness that they had no 
other grouhd to stand on, and to have 
been extorted from them by the object ofc 
his hon. and learned friend’s motion. The 
erection of a mbnumeot to cardinal York, 
the expense of whiebbw^ defrayed out of 
this money, tended to increase his sus¬ 
picions, and to prove the nec^sity of pre¬ 
venting miscqnstfpction fn ftttute.si With 
nil his admiration of t]^ pbhle lord’s 
powers of countenance, life did not believe 
the noble lord could have assumed j^rity; 
enough to have come down to titemduse, 
end recommend, such a vote. He i^uld 
l^ve fought it a sufficient monum^ to 
thweetdinal's memory th^at he was one of 
a .$iqii%'>u4|icli. had been driven frem-fhe^ 
tbniae'^ a realm which they h^ 
vorfte% !«When was tirid, hovfl^er, tha® 
the mt^d iSis all applied to militaiy pur*- 
po8et,4ii^l|ll.ti|ht to 6ay,here is a part 
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of it otherwise applied. A *Bum of two 
million^ It appeared, was to be divided 
between the English and Prussian armies, 
by the surrender of their respective shares 
by Austria and Russia. He was perfectly 
ready Ifo admit that our army at^Waterloo 
had well merited the gratitude fof their 
country, but it was rather hard on those 
who had iiad an equal share of service, 
but did not happen to be present in that 
articular engagement, that they should 
e excluded from an equal share. In 
every point of view the money* ought to 
have been first sent to the exchequer. 
They were toid, indeed, that the sovereign 
was here acting in the character of a 
steward. Suppose, then, a steward were 
to write to his principal, acquainting him 
that he had, received 10,0001. on his ac¬ 
count, and that, he would inform him of 
its application as soon as ke had expended 
it, which he was tn the fair way of doing, 
would not the principal be disposed to say,. 

** It is true you may employ it in the pur¬ 
chase of ploughs and harrows, and other 
very necessary articles, butT would rather 
man^^. these transactions myself.” View¬ 
ing, therefore, the course that had been 
pursue'd,.^tbopgh not with suspicion, yet 
witl| jealousyfh 0 should certainly sdpport 
the, resolutions of his hon. and learned 
friend. 

Lord Casiiereagh thought it impossible 
that a clearer and more satisfactory ex¬ 
planation could hare been produced than 
that given by his right hon. friend the 
chancellor of the exchequer to the House. 
No greater tribute could bje paid to its 
merits than the attempt to answer it made 
by the right hod. gentleman opposite, who 
had flown offi entirely from the question. 
As to the application of the money, the 
subject had already been amply discussed 
.when the treaties were laid before parlia¬ 
ment, and had received its approbation. 
‘;^9%e army grants bad been already voted, 
dnd the amdunt of those sums would be 
deducted from the supplies to be produced 
for the Mrvlbe of the year. They had not 
been d|M®4 and means, be- 

daule they were levied from the peo- 

{ de, but the y<^® supplies would be 
essened in prdponibri to their amount. 
He repeated bisrormer stat^ent respect¬ 
ing the reasons which had induced |hey, 
Prmce Regent to join in the firecb'op of,, A 
monument tb Cardinal Ydrk. ' Tke,jBU®, 
hjc^vef applied.to that 
taken out in tlm 
'thepid)lic kervit^i bat imt 



remained disi»nctly*updf |5 the power of the indemnity at least is admitted to. hfe 
the Crown. As to theJ^Ui^isbnient for the use df thO poblio, ^and at the diit- 
by Russia and' Austria of their ^respective posal of parliament. /Then, credit was 


shares, it was in order that the armies taken 


the' liberality with which 


who had fought the battloS should be pro» government granted Jhe wliole sums 
perly remunerated out of a regular ^coii' (not excluding the indemnitjr) for the 
tribujion,^.0siead of the irregular one ini* exigencies of public service. Still how- 
posed on , Paris by marshal Bloeher, at ever,' he (sir James) must congratulate- 
the arrival of the English,, and Prussian hiiuielf on haring obtained bis object..' 
armies at that capital,But tlie-troops He'bad obtaMed a disavowal of dan-, 
could not receive these suma.before they gerous ■ pretendons which he might now 
had come into tb© hands of the Crown; hope would never again raise their head, 
and it was well understood, that they One-singular inconsistency ran through 
could only be applied to the pidslio ser- the speech of the right,bon. gentleman; 

.. * while be adopted tne .sa^e . conclusion 

Mr. Ponsonln thot^bt tfie House much with him {sir Janies) be rejected all ehe' 
indebted to liis hon. hod learned friend premises from which it was inferred. Ife 
for having so ably brought this subject agreed that the indemnity was fniblie 
under its consideration. He had no money; but not on gt^unds of constitu- 
doubt, from what fell from ministers at , ^unjal ptihlrap^. These were vague and 
the, commencement of the session, tliat it i optVbec««tto it would be mis- 

■was their intention to claim the whole, as ' eiid^pua 'to ht^ odmrwise, for the sum 
the. property of Crown. They bfkb wi^ itoe paltry (only or six* millions) 
however, found, they:, briginsd view to be. ever totb* dangbrtoua—not on the autbo- 
inaccurate, and wereid^length Compelled! ritjfe;^ precedents, fbr those which had 
to embrace a moreconstitnCiona} doictnnei.^ i wwe condemnedi^bs inapplicable if 


He admired the revoiutipp as .njicte M ;:hpt jidt«eito.^^ .The rflason and authority 

any nun, but a great deajf bad'j^en done j^ebe'toj^tpjEb others offered in 
by parliament and the |$eo^.b|tore thai tbi^r.stead. ^ The tdi^ellor of the b»-, 
event. • In 1674 or 1676, in ,tbp re^ pf cheq#r was indlgbani, that he should be 
Charles 2nd, himself, the tlotHie..nf ^Coig- siippt^d, to doum the public claim to the 
mons voted, that they .were|, die‘'.pn}y ; >m^mnity.. , the case now-stood, 

branch of the legislataie.^hicb^ould orx- bis opinlgh p^^')^i ;claim rested neither 
ginate or .apply grants, of money.*. The bn aptborllly jargai^ He hadem*- 
spirit was already in existence which at ^plpypd.hit away, the* 

length, on finding that no faith could be foubdatlonsv of"W^omnion-'all that re- 

nlanaO in .I... —;_,_r__J I.",. . .. . 1 . 


placed in the reigning ,famiIy,^peUed maii&d foe hibt (idr James) lo do was to 
from the throne tlie Stuart^ whose best vindicate ihe chancellor of the exche- 
inopument was to be found in tbehistoi^' quer's t^nion, in whtp^ he was happy to 
of toeie countiy,, icHteh had cpntn^> against'his arguments, wnieh it 

buted so mpen to, gf mlsa^ehbnsbn of‘ww’Ymrtunate might be so shortly an- 


Hume, w.hb undoubto^^ n, 
writer,, but whossbff^^l^^^ 
subject were equaByt%hptahfcan^ Sld 
Sir Jamfs Macinnp ' 

He coDgtotuUued thhi 
gugge now .held,. ra^^ 


‘4hd why f ‘ Because j# ' 
^thtm'^'eea''apgarded' 
the Iff Common# 

fiihiiifc 
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Jby 01^ 0ai9Gaj@St yras received by the ^uctuatuig and indistiect m the feti" 
Xwn for the public, guage fh4 right honi aentlePati had 

And y4;y Whtended that the House of been, bis prfnciples must have M tt a 


Apd y4!y Wiitended that the House of been, bw pnncipies must hate m x<^ a 
Commons ^'of 1714* thought, otherwise, condemnation of hJs acts, jt he, had not 
H« fMr .fomes). was happy to replace stamd these aufs m a manner ng ius- 
A-".'^ . :■*__ CnMndatinn htT tho before the HoUse. 


-ffiuTad lilSly the cardinal of Y^h; were objects of nub- 

" .The. case of 1765 is no prece- lie .service. I^either had he wnt^d to 

iSent, Why? Because the money for the maintain, ttet-the pr^u^iif the mdera- 
' ^maintenance of French prisouero haying nity could he apfdied tt any other than 
been voted by parliament! the mode pur- to o^ects of p^h® service. He was 
aued in that case, was the, pfoper form /ot therefore reduced to the necessity of 
the reimbursement of 4, parliamentary asserting, that theSe expenses had not 
grant. A composition pajd for the main- been defrayed from the indemnities. But 
tenance of prisoners was accounted for to >t ivas Only necessary onM more to refer 
parUament, because parliament liad main- to the l^ter from .the Treasury of we 
lained the prisonew. And precisely in 26th of December, in which they are ex- 
the same way ought not compensa- pressly directed to be paid ouf of the 
tion for the expenSes of war to be placed indemmties paid by France under tlie late 
at the disposal of 'the pa^iameot which treaties—All farfiier argument on this 
had defrayed these iBxpenses ? The one point was useless. j 

was a reimburseraept for one hr^och of On.the whole he, jdiieeived that he had 

thi expense of war^: winch had hei^ paid .established a r,^^^ “ 

by parliament—the other for any p4ffe V 

the same expentes^hi^ lmd>een do-, ^Tie fir?t w^ admiited; and the second 

r* _1 • ‘ _'_a»«sm DDflfi liA fKhiiiiM dc»inoii£itrkted. AltCf tbc 


oases, the right hon. gentleman must dis- xijiore indiffiweht about Us issue in point 

cover a principle which requires, that a ‘“1 

- ^ ^ . ... I Qf vkdicaling the chancellor of the 

exchequer against his own uiconsisten- 
_ cies, he should rather choose to see that 

right hon. gen&enamilul^,. objected to the right hon. gentleman’s principles me- 
case of riie'East Indian statutes—that served by these. Resolutions on the 
there the money was placed at the dis- cords 5k'.,the Hcuse, than abandoned, to 
Iposal ^f .parliament^ because the statutes those chances of oblivion w mwcon^- 
pot only to territory, but ,to -(^ee to whipfa they were liable m tpcir 


buifo. as commercial mondpo 
h parliafpent pnly could establi 


present rtafei 

The previous qhtefion was then put on 


But thw^awdr^ was made in defiap®® .a®^®*3?l resolutions Separately, and 

of the statal|p^^“ent 84 ves; iumidry pnq-carried without n dim^ 

of them’the!,payin^t'is,,grossly ma^,, V , r*— 

in eon8i4eratiS df ;tbe;iij^forial pos^s. ^ h^oxios wsj^Tis& , GuEENWcri 

_ill.-'_/.nmnmrivA . HnfiPTTAn DsXATES.I Oir KjMtleS 


Monst. it,bs^ii6 pem 
; and nO dd|)endancC: 
^iieqtnred dmfog t^ 
,,!!ihie company .wis! 4 
body, 

'more Ivn^i 
U #mce,;te; 


comm^ee. 
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iospiTAiff ■ EstATES.] Sir Charles 
Femsjfe rose fer^foe purpose of moving 
atvJam laOhiiFv I'he Instituted into’.Ine 


that^ l^%Jhe instituted into , Jhe 
'0^0^f;.,%^^#e;cst^ belonging 

.,«iMwlK|k41j.i,heen produced to 
, ishowe^ how much 
;he:'grdssr||,#P®'of'ito 'estates came 
%fo the^fefdf tiB;’SS«pitaltv<^ ,f»i, 
Jo th^ the amhf^|,tl^ 
r, thi)iii,‘it OligHt- to',oei'v 
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held in his hand, that, under the head of Mr. Long contended, that the mere 
repairs, rebuilding, fendes, &c. a sum of statement of a large sum having been ex* 
54,000^ had been laid out on these estates pended on these estates made no primd 
d,uring the last five years, while the gross jade case to prove the existence of 
receipts of the whole were scarcely abuses, particularly i&it coaid be shown 
40,(XX)/. swyear. During the same period, that the*effect of this outlay had been an 
notwithAanding this large outlay, the in' increase of the revenue. When he stated 
crease of the gross receipt was only that, within these five years, no less than 
1,196/. a-year. From the papers it also I6,()00 acres belonging to these estates 
appeared that the net receipts into the had been enclosed, and 10,000 acres coni' 
coffers of The hospital ^rmed only be* verted from pasture to arable, he thought 
tween a/ourtl^and a third of the gross he had said enough to account in some 
produce for the last five yc^ars. This was degree for Wid money which had been ex- 
• the same as if a gentleman worth 10,000/. ^end£d. The fact was, that, in conser 
a-year in landed property should receive queiice of the system of improvement 
from it an annual income of only 2,7(X)/. that had been followed for years past, the 
It besides appeared that the gross receipts rental had nearly doubled. In 1805 it 
arising from tbe woods had been, for the was only 23,000/., and now it was 43,000/. 
last eight years, only 21,000/. while the He would ask whdsflicr this was not a 
expenditure upon them had been 30,000/.; pretty goot^return for the sums laid out. 
so that, by their woods, the hospital, in- They were in fact an expense laid out 
stead of gaining, had actually lost 9,000/. advisedly, and on the recommendation eff 
The law expenses incurred seemed also Mr. Harrison, a respectable surveyor, 
enormous. This branch of expenditure who viewed them in 1805. The effect of 
alone had increased from 700/. to 2,400/. the system of draining, fencing, and en- 
iti the course of eight years. Tbe hon. closing, adopted from that period, had 
baronet next proceeded to observe, that been, as he bad already stated, to raise 
it was the general opinion in Nortlium- the rental from 23,000/. to 43,(X)0/. a year, 
berlajfd and Durham, where these estates The hon. baronet stated, that thc,hospital 
lay, that they were codhuptly managed, had lost 9,000/. by its woods alone; but 
One of tbe commissioners for their nian- then it was to be considpred that it had 
agement, the report ran, was a partner in now 4,000 acres of plantation instead of 
a timber;yapd, and hence it had happened 2,000; and this could not be effected 
that 4,C^/. had been spent on fordign without considerable present expense, 
timber for repairs, though the hospital though likelj) to be attended with future 
had timber enough of its 6wn. Tt was profit. The hon. baronet bad said, that 
also the general opinion in 4i|»t part of very large sums of money had been 
the country, that of the two commissioners expended in of law charges. Ad- 
of management one was unnecessary, and mining this to be„true> they had been 
the other obtained his appointment through expended in the recovery of rights; and 
parliamentary interest. On all these he thought be might state, without the 
grounds he hoped that an inquiry would ieast fear of contradiction, that there was 
he instituted. The House had done a hardly a contest in tvhich the hospital had 
great deal this session towards retrench-* ^not been successful. Tlfe hon. baronet 
menf in the public expenditure, and he had said, that one ef the receivers was 
trusted tliat they would no^ adopt fne perfectly unnec^sary. It could be hardly 
necessary measures foa preventing future possible^owever, that a single one could 
dilapidations in this importai^ branch of be ade^^te to the discharge of the vari- 
what must be considered as public re- ous duties; and he apprehended that the 
venue. He concluded with moving;, hon. baronet was not aware of the 'extent 

That a committee be appointeef to of tbe bysiness to be transacted. But 
inquire into the causes of the difference then it was stated, that this gentleman 
between the gross and net receipts of the had been chosen merely on account of 
jestates of Greenwich hospital^ in tbe parliamentary interest. On the co’titrary, 
» counHes of Northumberland, Cumberland, he had always hfard that he was recom- 
and Durham, ys that difference appears by bended by lord St. Vince«it;<end tha^be 
the accounts of those estates whihh have >had diseharged the duties ofihis office in 
been laid upon the table of the House, the most^beneficial manner. It jras as- 
tgsd that the Committee have power to. sorted, that a brother of the other receiver 
send for persons, papers, and records.'* held a farm under Greenwich hosj^ital: 
(VOL. XXXIV.) (2 0) 
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but this farm was taken before the ap- { 

J ointment, and therefore no favour could 
lave been shown to him. The farms 
were always let to the highest bidder. 
From these circumstances, it would ap¬ 
pear that the bon. baronet had‘made a 
most invidio]|s statement. Tiie sums 
which had been expended were no doubt 
very large; but they had been expended 
in what was‘condeived to be a very good 
speculation, and the propriety of the mea¬ 
sure had been proved in all the re*lettings 
of the estate. Last year, a‘'Bul‘vey of the 
property had been made by sbme df th# 
directors, who reported that they were 
perfectly satisfied. Conceiving, there¬ 
fore, that there was not the slightest 
ground for the motion, he* should cer¬ 
tainly vote against it!> 

Sir A/. fF. Ridlpfi tlioughT there had 
been a very gross abuse of the rights and 
interests of tlie hospital. He would ven¬ 
ture to statu, that, with respect to the 
Gre^wich hospital estates, and every 
other estate in the, kingdom, land could 
not be let at the same price which it had 
produced last year. In common justice 
to the landed gentlemen of the county of 
Korthu^iberland, he thought it right to 
say, tliat every one had found it neces¬ 
sary to make a, reduction of his rental. 
In his opinion, the expenditure of the 
hospital in purchasing and enclosing land 
could never be repaid under any circum¬ 
stances whatever. A selctfc committee, 
however, would have an opportunity of 
inquiring into (he revenue of the hospital, 
nod Of ascertaining whether the monies 
bad been usefully i^jd out. He consi¬ 
dered that the public interest would be 
much benefited by the sale of the estates, 
and that no one step could lead to that mea> 
sure but the report of a committee of that 
House. With^respect to the in^riduals 
who had managed Ibe estate, he would 
not offer a single observation against 
them; they might have lessened the re¬ 
venue of tlie^hospital, but be ^eved it 
had been from an erroneous idea, and 
not from any improper motives. 

Mr. Croker said,'there wa^ but one 
point on which the two hon. Baronets 
agreed, namely, that the estates of Green¬ 
wich hospital ought to be sold. In 1805 
« committei^ had been,appointed to 11 )-'= 
qtnre into ahOiimprovements that 
commatMie(L.and to form an estimate 
the tfiat might be expedmd to re- 
sult' iii^&irent years. It was calculated 
that, in 1&13 and 1814?, the expensea 
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would be "diminuhed, and the profits in¬ 
creased. In 1815, the income was very 
considerably improved, and although the 
rents of farms had fallen in almost every 
part of the country, yet, upon the whole 
rental of 4^3,0001. there would mot be a 
defalcation of 1,500/. a year. This was 
a tolerably good proof that the estates 
liad been well managed. In point of fact, 
the rent-roll bad been dou^d within 
the last eleven years, Umter these cir¬ 
cumstances, he thought hon. baronet 
had not made put any case of misconduct 
against the directors of this estate. 

Mr. Gordon said, that if the manager 
of an estate had not conducted it to tlie 
best advantage, it was a sufficient case to 
inquire into his conduct, although he had 
not received any bribe, or been influenced 
by any pecuniary motives. 

Sir M. H''. Ridley rose*to explain. He 
did not attribute to the managers of the 
estate any unworthy motives, but he con¬ 
ceived that, under erroneous ideas, they 
had laid out more money on the estate 
than it could ever repay. 

Sir Charles Pole said, that the directors 
seldom attended the court, and the pro¬ 
perty was not likely to be so welt con- 
ducited ns by beftig in the hands of those 
wh6 had nothing else to do. He thought, 
however, that if this enormous estate 
were sold, the public would derive very 
considerable advantages. The expenses 
attending it were now more than quintu¬ 
ple wltat they were in 1815. By selling 
this e8tat4^.>and the Golden Vale estate, 
in the island of Jamaica, the directors 
would have a l§rge sum of money which 
they must every day stand in need of. 

Sir Joseph Yorke could not conceive 
what reasons hon. gentlemen had for sel¬ 
ling the estates belonging to the hospital. 
>If the lands were sold, the hospital might 
a| well, upon the same principle, bS sold 
with it. with respect to the'directors, 
of whom he had the honour to be one, 
the House might be assured that they 
were nM o* that vacillating description 
wbiph%ad been conceived; there were 
some sthrdy fellows among them w^o 
could and would Attend to the interests of 
tljiepublic. 

;jSlr Charles Monk briefly renliedfowheiw 
'flie House divided: , 

Tor the motion .. 34 

Against k ...93 

. <1 • - . 

Majority 69 
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HOUSE OF ^ORDS. 

Friday^ May 17« 

UNCOMSTITUTtONAL iNTERFERfiNCE 

OF THE Military.] ' The Marqijis of 
Buckingham rose to submit his proposition 
on the sMOjcct of military obstructions in 
the streets—a subject which, he said, had 
certainly acquired very great importance 
from the manner in which it had been 
^discussed fiy^inisters. This was the hrst 
time, he belief, where there was an ad¬ 
mitted breach of law, that it had been 
, attempted to defend it on t^e ground of a 
want of a perfect or codiglete communica¬ 
tion between the military and civil, power. 
The defect, he apprehended, was not in 
the law as it at pr^ent stood, but in the 
want of power in the ministers to put it in 
execution. The noble secretary of state 
for the home department had said, that 
he would do all in his power; to see thq 
law put in execution in this very important 
instance, but had been obliged to confess 
that he had failed in his endeavours, from 
a want of due communication from the 
military authorities. What the feelings 
of the ministers were when they had re¬ 
course to that apology, for such he held 
it to Se, he did not mean to consider ;,but 
the representation to the House jind ^he 
country was this, that the noble secretary 
of state, the.chief constable df Westmin¬ 
ster, and the head qf the police of the 
country, had been unable to execute the 
duties of that situation, because thb mili- 
tury took possession of the bu^jjj^ss of the 
police without consulting him, or sending 
him any communication on the subject. 
It became their lordships, therefore, to in¬ 
terfere to restore the proper communica¬ 
tion, and to support the ministers. The 
state of the case was briefly this: his noble 
friend (the earl of Essex) had been stopped • 
in tbd streets by a sentinel, who had pi% 
ceeded to beta of violence whiqb amount^ 
to a breach of the law.,. His noble friend 
had stated the circumstances to the House, 
and the noble viscount at the^ead of the 
home department .bad promised tha|he 
w^ld take the proper steps to make jibe* 
civil power act on these occasions, and that 
the military should only act as auxiliaries. 
He had been satisfied with that ptomise of 
thejpebld iebrataiy of state: but the 
same grouncLof complaint had again oc¬ 
curred., The, street was obstructed by 
the military j and his noble friend' having 
asked wher^w|^e the constables, was an- 
sstered hy the soldier, « we have nothing 


to do with constables- here;” and in 
point of fact there were no constables in 
attendance. How had this happened t 
Was it because the noble viscount had not 
kept his word, or wasjit beeause he had 
found ie impossible to remedy the evil ! 
Was it because theap was a power above 
the law, which in defiance'^of law called 
out the military to act as police officers, 
without any communication t«, or control 
from, the ministers.r'tof the Crown or the 
civil power ? He was sure the noble vis¬ 
count had l-ecfeemed his pledge as fat- a» 
Mepended on him; and therefore it be¬ 
came their lordships duty tp find out what 
power it was above the law which thus 
actq^ in defiance of the law. He had al¬ 
ways thought that for every such proceed¬ 
ing‘in this country idiere were public re¬ 
sponsible m%istcrs, but now the ministers 
of the Crown came down, and said, “ we 
are not responsible, because there is a 
defect of communication between the mi¬ 
litary and civil powers.^* The grt^nds 
of this apology were extraordinary in 
thqmselves, and particularly extraordinary 
considering the quarter from whence they 
came. .. Their lor^hips had been told by 
one minb^er, that though this was nqt 
strictly legal, yet the law must give way 
to public convenience.. Such things 
might, indeed, pass for a time,, until the 
grievance was felt; but the moment it 
was felt, the remedy ought to be applied. 
The argument, however, was, that the 
law must give way to public convenience, 
and the illustration was tl7e precedent in 
Mr. Hastings’s trial.- What an illustra¬ 
tion from the nobl^ •viscount, who had 
been Speaker of the House of Commons, 
and who must be so well acquainted with 
the usages and privileges of parliament!. 
The illustration was taken from those 
cases in ivhich directiorA were given, 
through the high steward, by the king, in 
the highest court pf justice—the high 
court of mriiiiment—for the military to 
assist the civil power in pi^tect’ing the 
privileges of parliament—an illustration 
totally inapplicable to the present* case. 
HefRemembered to have hear^ it stated, 
too, that if the thing was illegal, it mattered, 
not. much by whom illegality was 
committed, udiether by a.man with a staff 
or a man with a s^ord; aud % the sword 
was the better instrument oMte two, the 
man withjhe sword would be the better 
officer* Irwas no slight proof of i^e bad 
spirit of the times, when a minister could 
thus speak of a mode of proceeding which 
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get the milkaty power above the civil, services: no one could regaltd tlictn with 
He had always considered that the milf- greater admiration than he did. But his 
tary power could only act under the con- anxiety was, that in the internal afiairs of 
trol of the civil power in this countiy, the country the civil power should main- 
and therefore he pcefelred the man with tain.tliat paramount situation which the 
the Staff to the man with the sword in constitution had assigned to jjt; and he 
mattefs of pblice, because the man with was sorry to see that there appeared in 
the staff was the legal and constitutional some quarter a disposition to conduct 
qfficer—because he was swdrn to beep the every thing in a military way, in imitation 
peace, while the*man with the sword^was of the practice of those countries where 
sworn only to obey ^is officer-^because .civil liberty wrfs unknowny/Plis motion 
the man with the staff acted at his own was, that it appearing tffi^on the 13th of 
peril, and was himself respons|>le for any .this month the streets had been obstructed 
breach of the law, while the man wHh tb« by the militjfry, an bumble address be 
sword was responsible only for his obe- presented to his/dyal highness the Prince 
dience to bis officer's orders. There was Regent, praying that he would inform the 
no illegality in the man with .the 8tai|jict> House by whose orders they had been 
ing on these occasions in «clearii^^he called out, and what was the nature of 
streets of nuisances. >In every corporate the orders under which they acted. He 
town there was an authority to remove thought it right to, state, that he had 
carts standing ^ the way, and to clear the watched the'conduct of the military yes- 
streets of nuisances. It was perfectly terday, and he was happy to say that it 
justifiable by law to take steps to re- appeared highly exemplary, and that the 
move such nuisances. But then the mili- police officers had been in attendance, 
tary had been called in'aid of the civil If, therefore, 4be noble viscount would 
power to keepl^thl access clear to the Assure the Housh that the power and con- 
high court of parliament; and this was in- trol over the military .on tl)cse ocpsions 
troduced as an illustration of,the propriety would be placed in the hands of ministers 
of employing the milita^ as po^ce officers and the civil power, he should bc^ready 
on such* occasions as those from which the to ^^ithdraw th^motion. 
grounds of the late complaints had arisen. ttOtH^idmouth thought it right to recall 
But why were the military called out on to their lordships* recollection the circuni- 
sucli occasions as those of Mr. Hastings's stances of the case, before .they decided 
trial ?—to defend the privileges of parlia- onHhe motion now piade. Som^ time ago 
ment, which were coeval with the common a complaint had been made by the noble 
law, which existed before any statute law, earl dpposite, that he had been obstructed 
and formed, intact, a part of the common in pnssiqj^long tlie streets by a soldier, 
law of tlie land. But in the present in- who had accompanied tlie obstruction with 
stjince the proccedii^ was, according to acts of outrage. He had then stated it to 
their own admissions, illegal; and minis- be his opinion, that on all occasions where 
ters acknowledged that they were unable the military were called out, even for cou- 
to remedy the defect. He now, therefore) venience, a competent number of civil 
only asked their lordships to enable them officers ought to attend. It so happened 
to complete : flie remedy; and for that . that none were present on that occasion, 
purpose he would meve an address to the' He had stated, that the order for hailing 
Prince Regent to iifform the House by t^t the miytary had not qjpginated with 
what authority the military bad^^n called him, and that no communication had been 
out on 'the J 3th in^nt, and what were made to the secretary of state, and he pro- 
the orders under which they acted. He mj^d 5 fi|at^e would take the proper steps 
knew‘the misrepresentations of his con- to segi^ the .attendance of civil officers 
duct which had gone'^'abroad, ^ if he^ad *on *sucb odlkitimS. The noble marquis 
been attacking the military, and' irolding hod dignified h^, with the title of the 
them up as objects of jealousy and alarm chief constable dr officer ofpofice ofWest- 
to the country. None of tlieir lordships minster ;* but the truth was, that a most 
could so far misunder^and or tnisrepre- diligent magistrate of Bow*6treet noft tbh • 
seta his mSlwcs, his words, or his actions, head of the Westminster, police, and difec- 
No one could have a higher r^ect thaits dons had been sent to him to'cause civil 
he Ina^'fdr these gallant servadu of their oIBcers to attend invariably on ail such 
country^ Ko one could feel more grate- micasioiis. On the day yirdriouB to the 
ful to them for their most distinguished occasmn of the late royal marriage^ direo 



569] ^i '^e 

tions to tUat Effect had been sent, with an 
express statemeat- that if was not to be 
' considered as an order merely for that oc¬ 
casion, but for all occasions when the mi¬ 
litary were called out. He therefore had 
certainly ^one all that depended on him. 
But a few days after another instance of 
complaint on the same ground had oc¬ 
curred, and he had then stated that there 
was a defect of arrangement in thia parti¬ 
cular, becaTSse the secretary of state ought 
to be infonneTSVhen the military were 
to be called out even for convenience. In 
pases of tumult it was deafly the duty of 
the secretary of state tp'suppress it by the 
civil power if possible, and to call for the 
aid of the military only in cases of neces¬ 
sity. On mere occasions of state, it would 
be admitted that he need not interfere; 
for instance, when tlie guards were called 
out to attend thc^sovfreign: but when the 
military were called out for any other pur¬ 
pose, the secretary of state ought to be 
apprized of the intention, that he might 
remonstrate against it if he thought 
proper, or allow the military to act only 
as auxiliary to the civil power. He took 
no blame to himself for not having sooner 
made the proper arrangement on this sub¬ 
ject. * His attention was not called to it. 
He had examined the journals of pai^ia- 
ment and the records of his office, and 
found no instance of any cothraunication 
on these beeshions. ^uch had been the 
practice—whether legal or not he had not 
stated. But he had said, that if it was 
illegal, the House of Lords^^d been 
guilty of that illegality in the'instance of 
Mr. Hastings’ trial. The House had ap¬ 
plied on that occasion to Have the guards 
called out as usual on such occasions, and 
the passage through Parliament-street was 
interdicted to all except members of par¬ 
liament. It' was not parliament, but the 
Houst of Lords, which, if it was illegal* 
had made thaiJaw give way to convenience. 
He acknowledged, howpver, tnat the pa¬ 
ramount authority was the civil, and that 
the military ought only to %e iised in 
cases of necessity, or as auxiliary to the 
civil power in these matters df police. '*H^ 
admitted that.there ought to be a public 
responsible person, and that tlie secretary 
of state ought to be consulted, but it.hau 
&evcfi43een so. Now, however, when the 
subject had -been brought before Jbeir 
lordships, he dfd say that some effectual 
arrangement ought to be made pn this 
subject, so thalk on the one hand the strii- 
ject should aot be deprived of hla jost 
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rights, and that a due attention should, on 
the other band, be paid to the dignity and 
convenience of the sovereign. The noble 
marquis would use his discretion whether 
or not to withdraw his potion. 

The Marquis of Buckingham was ex¬ 
tremely happy to hear the declaration of 
the noble viscount, and thought himself 
not only justiHed in withdrawing his mo¬ 
tion, but called upon to. do so. He had 
searched the journals of parliament also, 
and he bad not found that the military 
had been Usually called put without the 
authority ov the secretary of state. 

The Earl of fAmerick expressed his as¬ 
tonishment at the complaints which bad 
be^made at calling out the military, and 
the^legatioa on so insignificant a ground 
thaf it was a breach^of the law. It had 
been usual^ .dbne ever since he bad 
been resident in this country, and was 
for the convenience of the subject. 
He believed it had been the constant 
practice ever since the Revolution,^ and 
the practice had naturally increased with 
the improvements in *society. On occa¬ 
sions of drawing-rooms and levees, few 
comparatively attended ia former times: 
but when such a crowd—he had almost 
said mob—went to court as they Had seen 
yesterday, the most serious inconvenience 
must have been felt without the. attend- 
ance of the military. The noble earl 
(Essex) had stated, that he had with a 
sort of Quixciic daring purposely put him¬ 
self in the way of this obstruction.—[Cries 
of Order, order!] '' 

The Earl of Essex. I stated no such 
thing. , . 

The Earl of Limerick. . Then a nojble 
lord in another place made that statement 
f Order, order!]. He was not aware of 
being out of order, and would therefore 
sit down to hear what objettion was made 
to what he had said. * 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that 
whether h had been stated or not in 
another'^ce, the noble earl^as certainly 
out of order in making the allusion. 

■The Earl of Limerick. Well, then, in' 
1806, a time not to be forgotten, there 
had been no complaints of this kind. It 
bad about that period been asserted that 
not one of opr soldiers could remain on 
the continent, exqjspt as a prisoner [Order, 
erder!]. He insisted upo»«^ being in 
lorder. .^d now when oar soldiers had 
returned,^after having accomplis^d the 
deliverance of Europe, it was said, that 
their appearance m the street to gtuurd 
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them, for the eonvenienee of the public, 
was a breach of the law. The militarj, 
within his own knowledge, had behaved 
bettar than the constables. He had seen 
three footmen beaten confoundedly by the 
constables. Upon the whole, he thought 
the assistance of the military power proper 
and necessary, and that there was no 
ground whatever for calling for the inter* 
ference of parliament. 

The Earl of Essex denied that he had 
purposely put himself in, the way of this 
obstruction, which was not'of (po insignih* 
cant a nature as the noble earl appeared 
to imagine. The outrage was such, that 
it manifestly roused the indignation of the 
people around; his horse was strucl|^nd 
nis life threatened by a soldier, and, ir the 
noble earl had been preset, he must have 
admitted the justice of t^ aftfical made to 
parliament. He wished, however, to ask 
a question of the noble secretary of state, 
as to the manner in which the duty of the 
aole^anagement and control upon these 
occasions was assigned to the home de¬ 
partment ? ,<.The oraers upon the occasion 
alluded to came from the lord chamber- 
lain; but he wished to knpw by whom 
the duty was assigned to the weretary of 
state for the home department r 

Lord Sidmouth said, he had received 
the Prince Regent's commands to take 
this duty upon himself as secretary of state 
for the home department. 

The Earl of Essex expi^ssed himself 
satisfied. 

The Earl ot Limerick said, he had a 
high respect for the noble earl (Essex) ; 
h^ hpd alleged .th% ^significance of the 
quei^ion from the supposition, that the 
noble earl liad stated lus having gone on 
purpose' to see whether he should ba 
stopped. 

Earl Stanhope begged leave to inform 
the noble marguts, that he could not with^ 
draw his motion without the consent of 
every individual in the Housi^ and he 
could not kqow whether he (^frl Stan¬ 
hope) intended to consent or not. A 
noble <earl had talked about footmen hav¬ 
ing been confoundedly beaten; but his 
reason for consenting to let the ‘ noble 
marquis withdraw his motion was, because 
ministers had been confoundedly beaten 
fA lau^]. The nobl^ viscount stated, 
he naid’^cceived the Prince Regent's 
commapds on this constitbtioi^ sulject^ 
and lyt’ etrcumstance he cofisidered a 
coupete defeat of ministers. He was 
gl^ th^ were beaten, because it proved 
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the truth of the old proverb,' 

** A minister, a spaniel, and a walnut tree, 

“ The more ,you beat them, they the better be.” 

The Earl of Darnley said, that after the 
satisfactory and manly declaration of the 
noble viscount, there was no qccasion tu 
persist in the motion. He himself had 
seen the military on the day when the 
lord mayor went up to court obstructing 
the streets for no useful purpose whatever, 
when there was no wellrdresi^’d mob, nor 
any mob. If this raatilirbad not been 
brought forward, the abuse would have 
continued; ahd it was fortunate that the 
accident had h^ijienecfto his noble friend, 
instead of happening to some obscure in- 
I dividual, with neither means nor inclina¬ 
tion to bring it forward. The behaviour 
of the military yesterday had been exem¬ 
plary, and indeed no one could meet in 
the streets any of thbse gallant men, witli 
the tokens of their highly distinguished 
services, without feeling his heart swell 
with admiration. But the object was to 
check tliat disposition for military parade 
on every occasion which appeared to pre¬ 
vail in 'some quarters, and to employ for 
the internal services of the country, in 
matters of police, that sort of force which 
was best suited to the genius of the con¬ 
stitution. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

«• 

Bank RIstkicxion Bill.] The Earl 
of. Liverpool, in rising to move the order 
of thfe day for going into a committee on 
this bill^^absefved. that no difference of 
opinion could exist as to the impolicy of 
removing the restriction witliout the inter¬ 
vention of some further time to';be allowed 
the bank for that purpose. Instating that 
he proposed to keep in view that the bank 
should resume cash payments, and at the 
earliest period consistent with the public 
interest, it was not sufficient lo statt: that 
this was his opinion, but it 'also recog¬ 
nised by the very preamble of the bill. 
He should now state life object and pur¬ 
pose of||the*bill, and the grounds on which 
he pro^edAhat if no new circumstances 
intervened, bank at a limited period 
should resume cash payments. ■ He bad 
already kated, that without some further 
time being allowed, it woa]d not be ad¬ 
visable to remove the restrictions. %thd « 
bill ^ssed in 1803, the restrictions w^re 
to las(r during the war and six mohths 
after; that limitation was proper, because 
itvas fitting that we Bboul(Mhave the whole 
subjeict considered in the Sri^ six months 
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after the war. But if tlie-cestrictions were 
necessary during the war, the first six 
months after the termination of it was of 
all periods the most improper for the re¬ 
sumption of cash payments. There* was 
during that time such a revulsion in pro¬ 
perty, fr^m the cessation of the great 
government expenditure, from the circum¬ 
stance of commerce finding new vents, and 
leaving roa*^ of its old idiannels^ as ren¬ 
dered such ^ad|d most critical and dan¬ 
gerous. The ^^perience of every war 
proved the embarrassment consequent on 
a return from wat^ to peace, and the ex¬ 
perience of the most successful wars proved 
tins in the greatest degree. There were 
persons now living, who recollected that 
on the peace of 1763 the greatest appre¬ 
hensions were entertained, wliethcr the 
finances of the C 9 untry would be equal to 
the interest of the national debt. When 
any one considered the duration of the 
late war, the extensive establishments 
which had been kept up, the character of 
a war, w'hich was directly aimed at the 
commerce of the country, they would not 
be surprised that the change should be 
accompanied by considerable embarrass,- 
nicut. !• But, looking to the; evils as merely 
of a temporary nature, their lordships 
were bound to proceed with great cautibn 
on a subject so immediately,* connected 
with thcn\ as that now under Uieir consi¬ 
deration. Considerable difference of opi¬ 
nion existed, whether-the measure of*1797 
had on the whole been productive of good 
or bad eftects : on that subjedfe^ would 
not now give any opinion ; but there 
was one disadvantage which he had 
always con'^dered as resulting from the 
measure of 1797, namely, the difficulty of 
again returning to the old systeni. “ How¬ 
ever, he had not the least difficulty in say¬ 
ing, that the bank ought to return to cash 
payments as soon as possible. He tooW 
the 5th of’jMy 1818, in preference to a 
shorter period, beqause he was convinced 
that it would be more advantag^us to the 
credit and interest of the country, ^nd the 
interest of the bank, to consider at oiace 
what would be the first period when they 
could resume with safety their paynients, 
than to enact a measure for a,shorter 
ppriod, with the intention of renewing it 
•• for aiMrtiier period. The wisest course for 
jparliament tp follow was, to endeavojur to 
form a judgment of the period when foe 
bank could with safety re-^pen their pay¬ 
ments. From tK enormous expebditure 
of the lost five years of the war, nearly 
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foe whole specie of the country had: been 
exported. Even ait the times when he 
used all his efforts to induce their lordships 
to agree to that expenditure,, as the only 
means to,bring the country with safety out 
of the struggle, he never denied the effects 
it would have on the financial system, and 
internal affairs of the country. Many of 
the speculations published in .the Report 
of the bullion committee had been com¬ 
pletely falsified by events. The restora¬ 
tion of pcaite in 1814<, and last year, had 
Ijud foe eiipct, by stopping the foreign 
expenditure, of bringing back the specie, 
even more rapidly than ever he had anti¬ 
cipated. But after so long a foreign ex- 
penlKt^re, as.that since 1808, it was not a 
favourable exchange of a few months, 
which wouH bring back things to their 
former level; this would require some con¬ 
siderable time. Any measure which could 
be adopted for forcing the baifo to return 
prematurely to cash payments, would only 
have the effect of defeating its own pur¬ 
pose. They would gS into the market 
with the greatest possible disadvantages, 
and in order to procure a sufficiency of 
specie to meet the expected demands, they 
would be hbligcd to take steps,* which 
would counteract the circumstances ope¬ 
rating beneficially in their favouy. But 
what security, it might be asked, was 
there, that at the end of two years the 
resumption wqpld take place i The secu¬ 
rity was in parliament’s own hands. If 
parliament did not think fx to continue 
the restrictions, the bank were bound to 
resume their payments as a matter of 
course. • 

The Earl of Lauderdale thought, that if 
it; were suggested to change 1818 to 1817, 
it would then be equally left to parliament 
to consider what^might bo nscessary under 
any change of circumstances; but he 
could not confine himself to so narrow a 
view of the question. Notwithstanding all 
the noblc/^rl had said as to fois t being a 
continuation of the old measure, he (lord 
Lauderdale) thought it completely distinct 
• from any former measure on the subjecL 
The nobleMord knew the sensation that 
was at first excited when the measure was 
proposed only for six weeks; that it was 
then only by degrees carried on to the 
next session; finally, it was^ji^ted as a 
war measure only; the present measure, 
tfierefore,^as quite new in principle. The 
noble lord thought the first six rifonths 
after a pe^ce the worst period for resuna- ► 
ing cash payments; and, certainly, at that 
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time a great change must take place in {lie 
employment of capital; but tins made the 
restriction ten times more dangerous. It 
was the shifting of property on such occa> 
sions that created the danger, and rendered 
it difficult to raise supplies; but if means 
were devised for the greatest possible shift¬ 
ing of property, none could be so effectual 
as the uncertainty of the circulating me¬ 
dium. As to the state of the exchange, 
aU publications on the subject urged 
that this was the very mQmt|it most fa¬ 
vourable for a resumption of pay^ients. 
The price of bullion particularly justified 
such a measure, and the noble lord must 
excuse him if he called the present bill 
completely new in principle., The accom¬ 
modation to the bank, so much insisted 
on, only showed that%argain«» were going 
on between the bank and government. 
The bank could never have advanced six 
millions if U^ey had been compelled to pay 
in cash; and whenever they did expect to 
pay* the advantages to government were 
proportionally dindnished. While these 
dealings were going on, it was a farce to 
i^y that the restriction would end in two 
years. Fifteen millions bad been advanced 
altogether, and it was impossible for the 
bank to resume payment unless this sum 
, were first repaid. Let any bank director 
be examined, and he would confess that 
the bank could not be open without having 
two-thirds in gold upon their whole ad¬ 
vances—^The noble lord proceeded to con¬ 
tend, that if {Troher measures were taken 
for restoring cash payments, six months 
vfoutd be as effecti^al as two years; but if 
tile financial systenf which ministers pro¬ 
posed wefe followed, namely, that of ad¬ 
vances from the bank to the governmeiy., 
twenty years would not be sufficient. The 
proposition n»w before ||ie House, in his^ 
opinion, therefore, involved in it the most* 
frightful consequences—-nothing less than 
the indefinite continuance of a paper cur¬ 
rency, *001 |)ayable in moneyJSjnd which 
left the country without any fixed standard 
of p^'ments. Nothing could be more 
frightful than such fluctuation of our cur¬ 
rency, especially in a mercan{ll(^, Country 
like this. The tftibie lord next assigned 
tlie reasons why,tor years during the war, 
,fhe people had not complained of the 
taxes th^i^^^re annuSlly imposed. For 
five yetfrs, from 1808 to 1813, new tox§8 
were imposed to the amouotiff about a 
,mUli<m J^trly, and yet the people did not 
seem to fern uiem at all. Why^were they 
so much at their ease under this apparently 
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increasingload of taxation? Thcreason was, 
that the progressive depreciation of our cur¬ 
rency made the sum total received into the 
exchequer less in real amount fhan it was 
in 1^08, notwithstanding the perpetual 
addition of taxes. In illustrathm of this 
remark, the noble lord stated th^ amount 
of the different sums received into the 
exchequer during these years as compared 
with the price or bullion. The. people did 
not complain of taxatjjU^ fmwever im¬ 
mense in its apparent amount, because 
gold was at th^ rate of 51, Is. per oz.; but 
when it fell to about 4-4 per oz., and when 
the bank-note, itistead or being worth only 
15s. became worth 19s. 6U., then the pres¬ 
sure of taxation was felt, and the people 
complained most loudly. He contended 
that tile necessary effect of this measure 
would again be to increase the issues of 
the bank. The country banks would also 
take advantage of it, and again inundate 
the country with their notes. Down would 
go the value of our paper currency, and 
the country would again bear the weight 
of taxation without complaint, because the 
effect would be to reduce the pound note 
again to ■15s. and the taxes would be re¬ 
duced at least, one-fourth of tliein value. 
Inr this way, he believed, the present bill 
wbuld operate; and he would call upoa 
the House*to pause before they adopted 
a measure that would create' such changes 
in the state of property, and in the rcla- 
tionSfbetween debtor and creditor. With 
this view he should propose tliat the dura¬ 
tion of bill should be fixed to the 5th 
of July, 1817, instead of the 5th of July, 
1818, that parliament might have the ear¬ 
liest opportunity of amply dlst:ussing this 
most important subject. Another reason 
was, that be did not think that this per¬ 
mission to alter the currency of the country 
should be sold to the bank, in coqsidera- 
Hon of its pecuniary accomnjodations to 
the govertv.tient. Had the noble lord any 
notion of the intmenss: profits which the 
bank hadomade since the restriction was 
first it^osed? In 1797 bank stock sold at 
> 199 par cent.; since then it had risen to 
260. Taking, therefore, their capital at 
11 millions some odd hundred thousand 
pounds^ here was a clear addition to the 
amount of about 17 millions. Besides 
which, the bank had divided, sihiB’e^tbe* 
abovq period, 32 per cent, bn, their capital 
in the sh^e of bonuses, making about 
3 millions mord*. They }md also regularly 
paid the 10 per cent, of icenme tax on the 
dividends of the proprietors, which in itself 
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amounted to no inconsiderable sum so 
that, upon the whole, he estimated that, 
since the restriction of cash payments, they 
bad gained a sum of 24 millions, or up¬ 
wards of 2(X) per cent, on their original 
capital. M’'ilhin these few years we had 
thus given them no less than 24 millions; 
and what be complained of was, that the 
sanoe system which created this enormous 
shifting ofiypropcrty w'as.still to be con¬ 
tinued. Dm noble lord really believe 
tl»at there woulu be a greater facility of 
returning to cash jpayments at the end 
of two years than there was at present. 
Would there not be much more difficulty 
when the pound note was reduced to 15r. 
in value, as would in all likelihood be the 
case, than now when it was worth 10s. 

If the quantity of bank paper was in¬ 
creased, as he |iad- endeavoured to show 
must necessarily be the edect of the pro¬ 
posed transactions between government j 
and the bank, would not the noMe lord j 
have to lament that the operation of re- 
storing cash payments was thrown entirely 
Out of his puwe|: ? In imitation, therefore, 
of the practice of Mr. Pitt, he would re¬ 
commend that the duration of the apt 
should be as short as possjble. For it was 
observable, that while the restriction was 
only prolonged for six iftonths at a tifnc, ^ 
or from year to year, the bank acted cau¬ 
tiously io their issues, and for years /he 
difference in value between their paper 
and specie was scarcely perceptibly: but* 
the moment it was prolonged during the 
war, all restraint was thrown CS,'%nd their 
paper became speedily depreciated. The 
negociations going on with the bank, he 
asserted, were quite inconsistent with the 
preamble of the bill. That preamble stated 
it to be important that cash- payments 
should be restored as speedily as possible, 
whereas the pecuniary accommodations 
from the l^ank would necessarily have tbe' 
effect of postponing it to a adistant and 
indehiiite period. The truth was, that 
this bill took the currency of /be country 
out of the hands of the noble loVd^ who 
was responsible to the country inahiia 
honour and character, and ^aced it in the 
hands of tlie twenty four bank directors, 
who were only responable to t^ieir owm 
ponstituents, whose interests wrere entirely 
distnfCt from those of tlie people at laf|fe.. 
The noble, danl concluded with movinc 
that the words « July S, 1817,” should be 
inserted instead of « Jul^ 5, 181S.” 

The Earl^nZiverpool shortly replied* 
He had already assigned the reasons why 
(VOL. XXXIV.) ^ 
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it appeared to him that a decided pre¬ 
ference should be given to two years in¬ 
stead of one. The noble lord bad ad¬ 
mitted that the bank had conducted them¬ 
selves vyry prudently for years after the' 
restriction of cash payments. What, then, 
was the cause of the difference in value 
between their notes and coin which after-* 
wards took place ? He asevited it not to 
an over issue of their p^er,*but to the 
I immense drain of specie created by the 
successive icayipaigns in Portugal and 
I ^pain, \\qien that foreign expenditure 
I ceased to Operate,' we saw an immediate 
I rise in the exchanges of the country, and 
the value of bank-paper rose with a rapi¬ 
dity that could hardly have been expected. 
Now, however, peace being restored, our 
foreign expeyiditure had ceased, and there 
was no reason to suppose, with tlie noble 
lord, that the same difierence of value be¬ 
tween bank-notes and specie would recur. 
This he thought a sufficient ai^'swer to the 
predictions of the noble lord. Alh he 
asked, therefore, was, time to enable the 
bank to prepare for the resumption of 
cash payments; not a few wecfks, nor at 
few months, but a time that seemed in nl 
human probability sufficient; for. it was 
evident that, this country having been 
drained of its specie for .years together, 
the favhurable exchanges of a few’inontlis 
could not again restore it. There had 
already been a beginnkig. of the remedy 
of the evil, but it must take some time to 
complete it. He thought t^iat the course 
of events, far from conBrming the doc- 
I trines of the bullion committee, as the 
noble lord imagined,'* bad in fact over¬ 
thrown^ them. That committee asserted, 
that the unfavourable state of the ex¬ 
changes was occasioned by a superabun¬ 
dance of bank notes, and jhat even the 
return of peacC would not remedy the 
eviL It was manifelit, however, that on 
the cessation of our foreign, expenditure 
the forei^ exchanges had mos.t. rapidly 
; improves The policy of* government 
was, that it was extremely de|irabte that 
the country should return to cash pay¬ 
ments ; and the only difference which on 
this point existed betiifeen him and the 
noble Jor^was with regard! to the time. 
The noble lord said, that' the bank direc¬ 
tors would of course look to the interests 
of their.own constituents.*^%e agreed 
that theyk .would naturally do so, and 
\fOuld assert titat it .was right they vAould. 
'.At the same time, as the lymk derived 
considerable advantages, the government 
{2P) 
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lind a right to expect accommodations in 
return. He denied that the advances 
made by the bank would occasion any 
considerable difference in their capacity 
of returning to cash*paynients; bu,t if they 
did, the bank had the remedy in their own 
hands, as they niiglit demand repayment 
of the loans which they had advanced. 
In the latter case, it would be perfectly 
competent for parliament to resort to 
other measures. 

The amendment was t^eni put, and 
negatived without a division. * Th(^ earl, 
of Lauderdale next moved, th&t after the 
words “ 5th July, 1818,’* there be in¬ 
serted the words “ and no longer.” The 
earl of Liverpool opposed this amendment, 
on the ground that enough was stated in 
the preamble to shOiV«that parliament was 
sensible of the importance of the bank 
resuming cash payments, and that any 
restrictive clause of this sort went only 
to deprive it* of the exercise of its discre- 
tionasiy powers. The amendment was 
then negatived without a division, the 
remaining part of the bill went through 
the committee, and the House having 
reamed, the bill was reported without 
any amendment. ■ 
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Friday^ May 17. 

Report prom Select Committee 
Or Seeds and Tobacco.] * Mr. Frank- 
land Lewis repgrted from the select com¬ 
mittee, appointed to examine into the 
policy of imposing an increased duty on 
the'import of forelgif seeds, and who were 
instructed to consider of the laws relative 
to woollen goods, and the trade-in wool; 
and also to consider of the laws prohibit-' 
ing the growtluof tobacco in Great Bri¬ 
tain ;-tl)at they bad further examined the . 
matters to them referred; and had direct¬ 
ed him to make a report thereof to the 
House, with several ResolaflolMi| there¬ 
upon. Tlie teport was read; and the 
resolutions of the committee are as ful- 
lovr,: 

,!• ** That it is the opinion of Ibis «com- 
mlttee, that any legislative interference 
«blch.tnight effect the supply of linseed, 
cbM^erse^, and smaller, seeds, would not 
bold out l udja prospect of relief to the 
igncultuianmlSrest as to induce the com* 
mUtee to < recommend measure which ' 
they ^ llkdly,^ in some degre^ to a^ct 
the mahbfiup^jliribg.'and commercial rll»' 
tions of tls^ coti&ti^t bat that the com* 
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mittce arc of opinion that the removal of 
the duties now levied on rape cake and 
linseed cake imported would have a bene¬ 
ficial effect upon the agriculture of the 
country, and tend materially to increase 
tlie quantity of grain for the supply of the 
home market. 

2. ** That it appears to this committee, 
that neither the soil nor the climate of 
this country arc,ill adapted tu^the culti- 
I vation of tobacco, but difficulties 
which would attend the collection of a 
duty on tobacco grown at home, and the 
temptation which avould be held out to 
defraud the reveBue, so long as the pre¬ 
sent duties on tobacco imported continue 
to be levied, arc such as to induce the 
committee to be of opinion that no alte¬ 
ration, under the present circumstances, 
should be made iu the Ipws relating to 
tobacco.” 

Soap Excise Bill.] Lord Millon 
presented a petition from several soap 
manufacturers in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, stating, that ;the additional 
duties on hard soap were extremely in¬ 
jurious to their interests. The noble lord 
moved, that the petition be brought xp. 

Srr John Newport said, he had con¬ 
ceived, that the soap duty bill, when in¬ 
troduced by/.he right hon. gentleman op- 
posije, was merely a regulation bill, and 
not imposing an additional duty. He put 
it to the candour of tire right hon. gentle¬ 
man, whether the bill had not been repre¬ 
sented as IMPEgulation, merely, and depre- 
catecj so unfair a practice. 

Mr. Lnshington was unconscious of 
having represented the bill in the manner 
stated by the right hon. baronet. He, on 
the contrary, had distinctly stated that 
the bill imposed an additional duty. 

' Mr. Fonsonhy observed, that if^ the 
right hon. member had stated the bill in 
that mannerf no one in the House had 
heard him, except*perhaps the few who 
sat immediately near him. 

The Speaker said, that as the petition 
vias directed RffiMnst a tax bill, it could 
not be receives a^rding to the orders of 
the House, ei^hlished for a century. 

Lord Ifttscelles observed, that the bill, 
affected tne woollen manufacturers se- * 
verely, as soil soap could seldom be^lfied 
in their manufactures. < * . 

, Hie tHhqncellor of the Fachequer said, 
that the efb;t of the billi would be of 
course censklerably inffumdhd by the 
drawback. 



581 ] ThdnJci to Sir Galbraith Lmry Cole. 20, 1816. {582 

Mr. Aston conceived |he measure par- the 3d of December 1812, of the 7th of 
tial, and injurious to the manufacturers. July and 8th of November ISIS, and of 

Mr. Barclay expressed himself to the the 2'1-th of March 1S14-, .respecting hU 
same effect, aiid recommended the post- services in the battles of Salamanca and 
ponement of the measure until the House Vittoria, in the Pyrenees, jtnd at Orthes; 
could be«cnabled to give it the considera- and * 

lion itsimportance merited. ^ Mr. Speaker gave him the thanks of the 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said. House accordingly, as followeth; 
that it should be postponed to Monday. “ Lieutenant-general sir Lowry Cole; 

Lord Sft^on was extremely sorry that altTiough the time which elapsed between 
the petitioll,^uld not’be received, as the close of your service in the Penig- 
thc rejection ^it must be injurious to the sula, and ^our appearance in this House, 
character of the House. ^ He lamented would in JbrdTmary cases have precluded 
• that measures were ^t any time intro- ’me ffom delivering to you its thanks from 
duced in such a raanner,as could prevent this place, nevertheless, your distinguished 
petitions from being received against them, name and actions have, in a manner highly 
The measure in question was very inju- honourable to you, induced this House to 
rious to the manufacturers of the country, dej^art front its usual course; justly de- 
and w'Ould press particul^irly severe on the sirous that, in terminating such a war, ho 
lower orders of society. Tiie petition was demonstration of its gratitude should be 
then rejected. * wanting towards those who have deserved 

it so well. 

FiNAijCES OP THE COUNTRY.] Mr. J". “ Having acquired the cariy rudiments 

P. Grant, referring to his motion on the of your profession in foreign couQ;tries, 
state of the finances of the country, which reputed then the bes^ schools of the mili- 
Iie fixed for Wednesday next, stated, that tary art, and having matured that know- 
some alteration would be necessary in ledge by practical experience through 
the llesolutions which he meant to pro- various campaigns in Egypt, Italy, Portu- 

{ )ose# as the chancellor of the exchequer gal, and Spain, you first appcarcd.among$t 
lad made a new statenient with rei^pect us to claim our thanks for your prompt 
to the amount of the unappropriated 4)art and decisive conduct in the battle of 
of the grant of last year, ^le would be Albucra. 

obliged, to ‘the right lion, gentleman now “ In that victorious army which ve¬ 
to inform him of the amount of that'sur- established the thronesof our allies, though 
plus; after which,, with the leave of the all were brafe, yet, by the fortune of war. 
House, he should move that the*resolu- the skill and valour'of some were rendered 
tions which he meant to pF<«^,3se should conspicuous above the rest; and the gal- 
be read pro forma, for the purpose of laht fourth ' division was distinguished 
being printed before the .debate on Wed- throughout, by the,highest praises, for its 
nesday. enthusiastic courage and heroic devotion. 

TUxe Chancellor of the Exchequer sx&tedi, “Of that division, to which all eyes’ 
that the amount of the unappropriated *Were turned in every battle, you, Sir, had 
part of the grant of last year, which had the chief command; and your growing 
at first been estimated at 3,000,000/. was renown was well supported by many brave 
now found to be about 6,000,000/. ,or companions in arms; whose names will for 
5,500,000/. » “ ' ever live in our annals. 

The resolutions were then read pro « So.shpported, and led on by the 
forma, and the debate upon t|iem adjourn- greatest captain of our tiross, you shared 
■ed to Wednesday. • in each successive struggle and triumph 

.. . „ , which marked his progress, frdm tne 
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an Vittona, in the Pytenees,, and at Orthes, 

Monday^ May 20. , ip establi8hiBent.of his standard 

, Thakks of the Hqcse to*Sir Gal- within the ancient provinces of France. 

brv/Ith Lowry Cole.] Lieutenant « For the^e numerous and splendid ser- 

Oeneral thfe ^on. sir Galbraith Lowry vices, it is now my gra^f^g duty to 

Cole, Knight Grand Cross of fhe most’ deliver <o you the thanks of your coun- 

honoarable Order of tho Bath,being come, try; and Mo now, therefore, in the name 

to the Hoiu 8% Mr. Speaker acquainted and by the command of the Comnions of 

him'with the Kesolutinnsbf the House of Great Britain and Ireland, m parliaoient 

« 
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dissembled, deliver to you tlicir uoaniiuous 
thanks:— 

* For your clistlngoishcd exertions in 

* the battle of Salamanca, on the 22d of 
‘July 1812 , .whicU terminated in a glori- 

* glorious and decisive victory over the 

* enemy’s army.* 

“ And also ‘ for your great exertions 
‘upon the 21st of June 1813, when the 

* French army were completely defeated 

* by the allied forces under the marquis 
‘ orWelliiigton’s coramand,’'near Vittoria. 

“ And also ‘ for the vaiour,|8teadiness, 

‘ and exertion, so successfully displayed* 

« by you, in repelling the repeated attacks 

* made oh the positions of our allied army 

* by the whole French force, under the 

* command of marshal SouIt,iibetweea the 
‘ 25th pf July and tlic 1st of August 
‘ 1813,* in the Pyrenees. • 

“ And lastly, ‘ foi* your able and dis- 

* tinguished conduct throughout those 

* operations, which concluded with the 

* erttlre defeat of th.e enemy at Orthes, on 
‘ tlie*&7th of February 1814?, and the oc- 
‘ cupation of Boutdeau by the allied 
.* forces.’ ” 

Upon which Lieot.-General Sir Galr 
braith Lowry Cole said, ^ 

*“ Sir; To be considered by the repre¬ 
sentatives of my country as deserving 
their thinks, has been, and will ever, 1 
trust, be the chief ambition of my life; 
and ratified and flattered as I ought and 
do reel. Sir, by the very /ligh honour 
which you have just communicated to me, 
no man is mur^ sensible than myself what 
little intrinsic merit there is in obtaining 
credit under the eyg of thf duke of Wel¬ 
lington, and ia corpnfand of such troops 
as compost the fourth division of the 
late army in the peninsula, whose epthu-* 
siastic gallantry (words used by his grace 
in his dispatclics after the battle of the 
Pyrenees) at all tiniea, and undjer any 
circumstance, during the last fiye yjears of 
that arduoi^ war, deserved ani^ obtained 
his grace’s approbation, and to Vhich 1 
feel conscious 1 am prihapdlly indel^,ted 
for the,bonour now conferred' uppit me by 
this House, and for my imputation as a 
aoldier. ' > 

« If any tliipg can add to ruy sense of 
that houour, it is the ftSttering ifceidmi jn 
vrHiii you. Sir, have been meased to 
cdmmunica||akit to me, ‘and for which 1 , 

beg^to return you my most sincere thanks.’*. 1 deUyered us. 

' » > ii'Vrtti. R! 

Tha^s of the House to Xi-euxe- 
Sli HehRY CtINTON.J 
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Licut.-general sir Henry Clinton, Knight 
Grand Cross of the most honourable Order 
of the Bath, being come to the House, 
Mr. Speaker acquainted him that the 
Houfe had, upon the 23d day of June, in 
the last session of parliament,, resolved, 
that the thanks of this House be^iven to 
him for his indefatigable zeal and exer¬ 
tions upon the 18th of June 1815, wliea 
the French army commanded by Buona¬ 
parte received & signal and uomplete de¬ 
feat ; and 

Mr. Speaker gave him the Thanks of 
the House acchrdingly, as followetl): 

“ Lioutcnant-peneral sir Henry Clin¬ 
ton ; After serving through the long cami* 
paigns of the peninsular war, from Sala¬ 
manca to Orthes and Tiioulouse, there re- 
maiiied nothing for a soldier to desire, but 
to be present at the great battle of Waterr 
loo; and if, in that terfible conflict, it 
were possible to select one spo( more 
than another where our national military 
character was put to its fiercest trial, it 
must have been that where you were com¬ 
manding, with Hbugomont in your front, 
and directing or supporting the brave 
brigades of Byng, Maitland, and Adam. 

In estimating the services of tlu<^ gal¬ 
lant army, this *country has not contem- 
pla(bd alone the glory of a single day; 
they haye looked to the toilsome marches 
and sharp Combats which preceded it. 
and* to the steady, skilful, and victorious 
march by which that, army completed its 
success, and entered the enemy’s capital. 
They ha^gj^een also, with a just exulta¬ 
tion, that whilst British troops held the 
gates of Paris by right of conquest,' their 
camp displayed at the same time a model 
of good order and well-regulated disci¬ 
pline, which even the conquered could 
nut but applaud and admire. 

, ** Your present stay amongst us we un- 
Jerstand to be only for-a short pftriod. 
Bftt on returning to your brethreh in arms. 
Jet them be*assur^d by yeti, that when¬ 
ever their foreign service shall terminate, 
they wi^fintl that tbeir great deeds have 
not, been forgotten by us: and we trust, 
thattm re-enjfering the metropolis of their 
native country, t^y will behold some 
lo% and durable monument, which shall 
jcomto^orate to the latest ages, our 
never-ending gratitude to the armieB.v:i)a* 
hay e fought for us, and th^ God who has 
■*-**-rerea us. 

Sir, ar« the last, of tho4e di«- 
ittpgul^d officers to whq^.our thanks 
Itaye -i^tpalued yndeliyeredt a^d 1 4c( 
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nov, in the nittne and by the command 
of the Commons of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in parliament assembled, deliver 
to you their unanimous thanks for your 
indefatigable zeal and exertions uporr the 
18th of Juse 1815, when the French army, 
commandbd by Bubnapart^, received a 
signal and complete defeat.” 

Upon which Lieut, general Sir Henry 
Clinton sai^; 

“ Mr. Spe^lMfiir; I am extremely grate¬ 
ful to the Hou^ for the hOnoilr which 
has been conferred upon mg by the vote 
of its thanks for my services in the battle 
of Waterloo, a reward to which you. Sir, 
so well know how to give the full value; 
and 1 wish to assure you, Sir, that I am 
fully sensible of the favour 1 have received 
at your hands. 

It is impossible for me to mention the 
name of Waterloo and not to feel an irre¬ 
sistible desire to join in the general voice 
of gratitude to the hero who commanded 
us, and in that of admiration of the extra- 
ordinaiy talents which he^has so long and 
so usefully devoted to the service of his 
country. 

“An army hastily drawn together, 
comport! of the troops of various nations* 
and amongst which were counted several 
brigades of inexperienced militia, was the 
force which the duke of Wel^ngton had 
to oppose^ to one of the most formidable 
and best-appointed armies which France 
ever produced. Every officer and soldier, 
1 am persuaded, did his duty; but the 
duke of Wellington alone was <^''*pable of 
giving union to such a force. No other 
man Jiving could have rcnjlered the ser¬ 
vice he performed with an army so com¬ 
posed. ills great name 611ed it with con¬ 
fidence ; by his constant vigilance, his 
undaunted HroMess, and the exertion of 
the greatest imrepidity and perseverance, 
he waf able, throughout that well-coo^ 
tested day* to defeat every fffijrt of a 
powerful and enterprising lenemy, and 
ultimately to gain that victory, by which 
he restored peace to Europe, and lacreasr 
ed, to the impossibility of our ever acqiyt- 
ting it, his country's debt of gratiude.*’ 

Lord Castlereaght after expressing his 
gratification at hearing the exploits which 
Jiad led to the termination of war, hnd had 
raised 4he glory of the country so high, 
described in language so eloquent and so 
peculiar to tlie Chair, could not he^ 
tertaining a hone that this would be ^e 
last time suchss^vices would be reqtured 
and such thanks returned, ahd (hat in 
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future the blessings of universal peace 
would take the place of the glories of war. 
It would be a great satisfaction to tl>c 
House to retain such addresses as those 
which had been spolfen that night in 
their Journals. He was sure that he 
spoke the sense of the country, when he 
said, that it was impossible to find any 
where the glory of our arms so well de¬ 
scribed as in those brilliant 'displays of 
eloquence to which the House had just 
listened widi so much delight [Hear, 
liear!|]^ Hdconcluded by moving, “ That 
What has b^n now. said by Mr. Speaker, 
in giving the thanks of this House to lieu¬ 
tenant-general the hoD. sir Galbraith 
Lowry Cole, and lieutenantTgeneral sir 
Henjy Clinton, together with their an¬ 
swers thereto, be ptkited in the votes of 
this day.” , 

The motion was agreed to nem. cun. 

Game Laws.] Colonel Wood rose, 
to propose that the House should appoint 
a committee to considv the present state 
of the Game Laws, with a view of prevent¬ 
ing the great increase of poaching, and 
its melancholy consequences. The hon. 
colonel proceeded to illustrate his view of 
this subject, by stating the recent case of 
the murder of colonel Berkeley’s game- 
keeper. The poachers, on that pdcasion, 
were between twenty and thirty in num¬ 
ber, and all armed men, while the gamc- 
• keepers, who '^ere employed for the pre¬ 
servation of game on the Jgnds,' had the 
humanity to enter the wood unarmed, 
and to use everv efibrt to dissuade thosp 
poachers' from [ferstweting in their pur¬ 
pose. Every body was acquainted with 
the melancholy result—one man was 
Idlled and several wounded, besides those 
who suffered for the offence^ This prac¬ 
tice of poaching was not only formidablp 
from its own immediate consequences, 
but also from the system of insubordina¬ 
tion to n^hibh it necessarily led. The 
peasant, in the first instance,'became 
bituated to dishonesty; it led him to^noc- 
turnal prowlings. He was up all mght, 
and consequently could not work all day. 
He proceeded onwards from, depredation 
to depredation; when game did not fall in 
his way, he plundered a sl^epfold, and at 
length ended his life on a gallowa^ It was 
impossible to amend this .vifS^d sy^em^ 
iJhtess some mode could be devised of 
preventing, 0 ^ regola|iiig the aale of game. 
If there were nogeceivera, Uiei^e would, of. 
course, bepo thjCTM; and it could net be 
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concealed, that while many gentlemen, so to do solely,in consequence of a Qom 
who occasionally came to town, were pro- munication from Mr. Curwen, member fo 
secuting poachers on their own estates, Carlisle, who had given notice of a mo 
they were actually tliemselves, by their tion for a committee on the poor laws a 
purchases o'f gam£ for their tables in town, large, and who was anxious that sir Eger 
encouraging the theft. It was notorious ton s bills should be suspended till thi 
that game was openly sold in the metro- result of that committee was 19id before 
polls, and it would be in vain to punish the House, 
the peasant, until the mode of sale could 

be checkeS. l^o man went out poaching Coxsoi-rDATiON of Englisi 

who had not previously found a market and Irish ExcHEQuERg^ Mr. Vcsei 
for his spoils. The mattqr oDuld, he was thechancelld^fthc excheque, 

persuaded, be so regulatec^ th^t every of Ireland, hgving moved that the Houst 
gentleman’s 'manor would Be protected, should resolve itself into a committee o 
and the public be legally and properly the whole House, on the 7th article of tin 
supplied with game. With this view he Act of Union, and that the several ac- 
would move, “ That a committee be ap- counts which had been presented, relativt 
pointed to take into consideratiop the to the revenues of Ireland, together with 
laws relating to game, and, that they do the report of the committee of finance 
report their observations thereupon to the should be referred to it^ spoke as follows: 
House f' ^ It) calling upon the committee to fulfil 

Mr. Bankes said, he saw no objection the resolution whieli was entered into in 
to the molion of the hon. member, as it the last session, I feel that I have not so 
ndfr stood, though he differed from him much to apologize for having delayed, al 
in many of the principles whici) he had an early perioi} of the present session, tc 
laid down. He hoped the result of going submit this subject to the consideration of 
into a committee would lead to some sys- parliament, as 1 have to excuse myself, 
tern for the better preservation of game, jierhaps, for having undertaken it at all, 
’The laws, indeed, as they* now stood. It is now too late to regret that^I have 
were sufficient for that purpose, if they deneso—and it would have the appearance 
were adequately executed. The period . of affectation if 1 did. 1 am sensible of the 
of the’session was somewhat late, and in- motives aq/d of the delicacy which have in< 
convenient for bringing.ffirward a subject duced my right hon. friend (Mr. Vansit- 
upon which it was likelygreat variety tart) to abstain from originating the pro¬ 
of opinions would be entertained; but at* ceeq^ngs of this night: but I Teel more 
the same tipie he should vote for the than ever the magnitude of the question, 
eotnmittee, hr the reason he had already the diAewities which surround it, and my 
Stated. ^ own inability to present it to the House 

Lord CastltreSgk suggested, that it as I ought. .Keuher, Sir, is it easy to 
would be better to waive any discussion bring back the mind to topics suen as 
upon the question until it had been con- those which 1 shall have to treat of, after 
sidered in. the committee, especially Vs the eloquent and affecting scene which the 
there were •several important subjects House has lately witness!^ or to subdue 
fixed for their consideration that night.. ' at once the high and excil^feelines which 
Mr. Curwen said, he should vote fm* ssuch a scene gives birth to [Hjeur, qearIJ. 
the committee, but from views of the. I am not< soriy, therefore, that the.shorc 
subject totally di&rent to }hose enter- conversatioQ which has just passed should 
ttuned by tAe hon. mover. He wished to have .jntqfvened.—1 shall endeavour to 
see {.be game laws so modified, that they recoSfet myself—and I confide in the in- 
might lose that character which he be-, diligence of those whom I have to address. 
' lieved to be the greet cause o&jdmincrease 1 have eatpetieoced that indulgence be- 
'of poaching. fore, Sw, when I have had to bring sob* 

The motion was then carried, and a jects connected with the interests of my 
■committee appointed. native ’country under the view of the 

Nw,, • ^ House of Commoia; and 1 know that toe 

flioon lltLns.] Sir Egerton same disposition to oonsult’thpse interests, 

in the dischangn of bu t4o whicn this parliament has so particularly 

Committee on the Poor ^ tnuii^ed, wiH obitain faff me, and for any 
Removal bin, imd the eommittee on the Impend eomplicated dsaaib with which 1 
Poov stated} that he was indot^d fear X may he obliged to hrotd^le the com- 
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mittee, an attention which, € am conscious, 
my 6wn imperfect statements would ill de¬ 
serve. Not, Sir, that the interests of Ire¬ 
land alone are involved in the decision 
which we shall be called upon to come to. 
I must not'disguise from the committee 
how deeply the interests of every part of 
the empire must be affected by it. 

The committee, Sir, will not desire of 
me to recite^ length that.article of the 
act of union wiScb lias been especully re¬ 
ferred to its consideration ; buul siiall of¬ 
fer to you the opinion formed upon it by 
sdccessivc committees ofifinance, and the 
grounds upon which those "opinions were 
formed by them. 1 am aware, Sir, that 1 
shall have to combat the objections which 
an hon. gentleman (Mr.Bankes), a mem¬ 
ber of the last committee, felt, and which 
he will perliaps deem it his duty to re-urge 
this night. 1 earnestly hope, however, 
that the recommendations of so many per¬ 
sons, who entered with such minuteU’ess 
and labour into the consideration of this 
article, tvill have with this committee a 
weight which, I am conscious, no recom¬ 
mendation of mine could have, when op¬ 
posed to that of the hon. gentleman. 

I am/ware too, Sir, thatj shall have to 
enter into a statement of the amount df 
contribution which Ireland has been re¬ 
quired to pay since the unioa of both 
countries; .an hmount greater than could 
have been presumed at* the time, when 
the ratio of that contribution was caloula- 
ted; an amount greater than the authors 
of that calculation could have deet!ied it 
possible for her to provide. They could 
not have foreseen—who could have fore¬ 
seen, a war of such duration, and of such 
expense, as that in which the empire has 
been since engaged, or the sacrifices of 
England while>«he waged it? But if.I 
am compelled to show that the contribu¬ 
tion imposed upon Ireland was greater 
Ilian she ought to have been eaXed upon 
to hear—that its weight hbs, in fact, ac¬ 
celerated the period at which parliament 
became competent to review the com*pact, 
let me not be supposed to contemplatdi 
with different feelings from the House or 
the country, that measure which has been 
the source of our security, and tlift key¬ 
stone of ^British power, wL’ch has made 
Ireland*^ sharer in yod^'councils, and hi 
the fame that .you* havb acquired:—which' 
has made us " Piartieipes mertatie^ soep- 
trique liritmnV* gjHear;hear!]. NbrSii^,’ 
if the necessftj^ revidnriftgs'Hie Wt ,of 
anion has been produced by the aacriSces 
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which Ireland has made to you, doing her 
best to keep pace with those which Bri¬ 
tain made in the ca'use of humanity and of 
freedom; if I am able to,show,>that it is by 
those sacrifices that lier debt has grown to 
its present magnitude, I should leave the 
question of to-night with fearless confi¬ 
dence to your decision, and the wisdom 
and justice of a British parJiamant. 

When the contribution of Great Britain 
and Ireland towards the expenditure of 
the United Hingdom was fixed in the pro- 
prirtion«of fif^pen parts for Great Britain, 
and two for Ireland, the arrangement was 
made for twenty years from the time of 
the union, and at the end of that time the 
joint charges were to be defrayed in such 
propevtion as the united parliament should 
deem reasonable, upoh a comparison of 
the average value of the exports and im¬ 
ports of the respeclivo countries, or upon 
a comparison of the value of the.principal 
articles of consumption in both. There 
was another scale of estimate which h*as 
never been afibrded, thdbgh contemplated 
by the act of union, namely a general tax, 
if such should have been imposed, on the 
same descriptions of income in both coun-^ 
tries, at the end of such period and pro¬ 
ceeding on these data, parliament is em- 
• powered to revise the scale? of contribu¬ 
tion, unless it should have in the interme¬ 
diate time declared, what under certain 
contingencies only it’ could declare, that 
with such exemptions in favour of Ireland 
and Scotland, as circumstances might ap¬ 
pear to demand, the experiditure of the 
empire sliould be ^fray^ey indiscriminately 
by equal taxes imposea on 'the like arti¬ 
cles in both parts of the United Kingdom. 
Bt^, Sir, whether that contingency has 
arisen, and whether the necessity for ex- 
cfcising the power \vliich the* act confers 
has arisen also, I amf now to show. 

. It is provided by the same article of the 
8(^ of union, }hat if at any future day the 
separate debts of each country ^hair have 
been liquidated, or if the Values of the re¬ 
spective debts, estimated according*to 
their annual interests and sinking funds, 
shall bear tUd dame proportion' with the 
respective contribution of each country 
and if it shall appear ^tnidting" allowance 
for a small variation m the cwi^alue) 
t|iat the circumstandbs of coun- 

triqd will admit of their contributing indis¬ 
criminately, bqd by ^Ual taxes, tO jtiie 
general expenditure, it fiiall be competent 
t(f parllaaieat to dedUre, that all futur^ 
expenaci together with the interest aol^ 
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charge!, on all joint debts contracted pre> that the total amount of the public funded 
vious to such declaration, shall be defrayed debt of Ireland was, on the 5th of January 
indiscriminately by equal taxes, subject 1815, 127,865,000/. and deducting tliac 
to the exemption^ and abatements which purchased by the commissioners for the 
X have before stated, as provided for in redemption of the national debt, there re- 
the antecedent part of the said article. tnained on that day a funded debt of 
The committee of finance appointed in 105,000,000/. The sinking fund then ap- 
the year 181J, of which my right hon. plicable. Sir,was 2,087,000/., and the whole 
friend (Mr. ilansittart) was chairman, charge of interest on the funded debt, un- 
and who were the first who, in fact, as> expired annuities, and sin^g fund, was 
pertained the principle on which the ac« 5,900,000/. This was ^s^usive of the 
count ofjoiintcontribution.wal to be taken, charge of .4<,500,000/. raised in 1811, for 
were the first also who callep thes attep- which provision ^ has hitherto been made 
tion of parliament to this important arti- by Great Britain. On the calculation 
cle. The increase in the debt of Ireland made in the last year, but including the 
had been so much more rapid than that of unfunded debt as well as the 4,500,000/. 
Great Britain, that they dijected calcula* which 1 have just mentioned, the propor' 
tions to be made of the proportions ef the tionswerpfound to be at about 2 to 18. Par- 
value of both, with h view of bringing the liament. Sir, will not be governed, I am 
subject under the ‘notice of parliament, aware, by the opinion of a delegated body 
According to their report. Sir, the actual of its own members, but your committee, 
value, estgnated according to the current interpreting this article, with reference to 
prices of the public funds of that day, was what must have been in the contemplation 
uiThe proportion of nearly two to fifteen, of both parliaments when the act of union 
If valued as annuities,, the proportions was framed, with reference to the whole 
were nearly the same, on the supposition spirit and context of the act, were deci- 
of the debt being redeemed at equal rates dedly of opinion, that the legislature hav- 
of interest in each country. These values ,ing acquired the right of consolidating the 
Vere altered in some degree %y the addi- debts and expenditures of the tnaa coun- 
tion of stock created in the same year, tries, retained that right, although the 
, and by the omission of the Irish unfunded fibbt bad passed the proportion to that oi 
debt; but the committee concurr^ in re- Great Britain of 2 to 15, as fully as if that 
porting generally, that the values of the rjght had been acted uponT at the precise 
respective debts in the t^ificrent ways in moment v,'hen. thtf report of 1811 had as- 
which they had directed them to be taken,' certpined their approximation to within 
"varied little from the proportion which the 100th part of the larger of such debts. It 
act of union bad prescribed; the variation’ will b^dtind in the papers on your table, 
I was in fact at that period very inconside- -copies of which 1 believe have been put 
rable. " * * ■ into the hands of members in a printed 

In the*following year. Sir, the accounts form, that the values of the funded and 
not being suificiently complete, the inquiry unfunded debts of Great Britain and Ire* 
was retarded, and a fetal event—the death land, on the first of February last, were as 
of Mr. Percaeal—interrupted the proceed- , follows:— 
ings of the committee when Uiey were on. v.. ^ os 2 to 12-65 

the point of being' resumed. The com- > At 4 per cent, as 2 to ]2-4l 

mittee was revivediti ISIS, but contented Ah3 percent, as 2 to 12-19 

itself •with ascertaiatng the,|aint account,. The proportions are about the same, ii 
' and reportmg on the increase of the. seye- ^tin^ate4^t the current prices of stock 
ral branches of the nevhnMe* The com- in. ^ last week. 1 beg to observe, that 
pfiitteeof IBlfigavetothewhcdeof thesub** tbeof |l8il, which 1 stated as re¬ 
ject the most anxious atte^ihqi; the de« iqainingi;, ui^royided for, is included in 
halted report of ^|cir opinion iswhich .this cmqpkdido. The committee will see 
I shall nowpress'yipott yourattqndon. At the ex^^t of^' t|fe variation since that ne- 
vthat tifi^, Sir, the excess of Iriife debt, riod, when,the consolidation of the debts 
'<«ras gre^^ove the itnion proportipn* , .and excheqpers, were so earnestlj^secdm- 
f I ^11 not now adverted the e^twhicb mei^ed h> the House. • ‘ . 

' Iho ’t^eelling of stock in JFhgland hM , < Mot^only because lam upon this branch 
upoft'-ami siQkin^und .oft,iti^. 8ql\}ect/but tbatilmay adhere to 

<\ounir^—4h$t may belong , jto anedim'^ order, ifblcii tbosrctoprts on your 
ataaeh of this subjeed > but U appear^, table have observed, 1 i^all state the 
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amount, of the funded debt of Ire¬ 
land on the Sth of January, 1816, then the 
unfunded debt, with the total charge. 1 
shall then. Sir, recapitulate the principal 
branches of our permanent revenue, under 
the heads^of customs, excise, inland taxes 
(which sthuugh managed by the same 
board, it will be more convenient to take 
separate), stamps, together with the post- 
office, andi^oiher casual revenues. With¬ 
out occupj^W much of the time of the 
committee, vm’Mdetails of expenditure, or 
accounts of the progress of our revenue, or 
.the improvement of our internal resources, 
it is due to Ireland td state what have 
been the exertions she has made, and how 
great the contributions she has paid. The 
revenue of custorns, notwithstanding the 
depression in the last year, whmt the con¬ 
sumption of British produce was so greatly 
diminished, was*yet greater than in pre¬ 
ceding years : it may be curious to trace 
the progress of tliis revenue in Ireland. 
Our earliest official records of trade were 
of the year 1698; the gross produce then 
was only 183,0001?, In the next half cen¬ 
tury, the produce was not quite doubled, 
but it more than doubled iu the fifty 
years following, the produce being in tlip 
year X797, 847,000/., thus in one hundred 
years, the customs had increased fourfold, 
but the produce in the year 1815, was 
2,681,000/.,,so that in the last eighteen 
years, tire whole amount had more than 
trebled the fourfold increase in the last^ 
hundred years; and’since the union, it is’ 
to be observed, that of this rcvqpue, the 
most part was collected on foreign mer-* 
chandi.se imported, as that act prevented 
any alteration on the ratesf of British raa- 
nufactnre for twenty years; thus pre¬ 
cluding the state from making an import 
of at least four millions value, available in 
a financial point of view. Some branches, 
of this import would have been very pt^' 
ductive iiAleed. A^d it is a circumstan(%. 
narrowing, as it does, his dvaitable means,^ 
which should always beheld in mind, when 
an Irisli minister is called apm for reve¬ 
nue on articles of consumption.* In the 
year 1815, the-per centage duty orfex* 
ports was reduced; notwithstanding whicli, 
the customs in tite last year exceeded the 
preceding year in the amount of 208,000/., 
"tbejnerease arose on wood, which pro¬ 
duced 123,000/., and on wines and to¬ 
bacco, which’produced 100,000t The 
increase on these articles was owing to 
that act, wljic'lT bad the honour to pro-' 
pose, by which1)ur tiermahent duties were 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 
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brought up to the' British rate. Had it 
not been for the depressed state of the 
agriculture of Ireland in the last year, and 
the consequent internal distress, 1 have no 
doubt the customs revenue.would have 
been mivch higher. It will be invariably 
found that a decrease of revenue on the 
import of Biitish manufactures, is the re¬ 
sult of a diminished export of corn and 
provisions from Ireland. ,It i^ indeed, an 
obvious and inevitable result. The real 
value of corn and provisions exported in 
the year l^jl.’Jf was 1,400,000/. less than 
.1be year before, the decrease in British 
manufacture imported was to the amount 
of 1,000,000/., and the loss to the reve¬ 
nue, more than 100,000/. The duty on 
woollens alorne, fell off t^G.OOO/. 

1 have entered, Sir, into this detail, be¬ 
cause I am sure it ^i^ll be satisfactory to 
the committee to learn, that no decrease 
has taken place in any of those articles 
upon which I deemed it my dpty to pro¬ 
pose new or additional imposts, and be¬ 
cause, wliile we contemplate the grtAvtii 
of our resources during the last twenty 
years, and an amount of revenue higher 
than ever heforeproduced, we may expect 
that by the encouragement afforded to our 
agriculture* and the markets given to otfr 
produce, as well as by the general im¬ 
provement in the coliectinn of our reve¬ 
nue, that revenue may be made’ to cor¬ 
respond still nearer with the expenses of 
the state. I^ie measures which parlia¬ 
ment has latdy taken are eminently cal¬ 
culated to improve our natiiral resources. 
In these instances your liberality has been 
wisdom. In the last year the export of 
corn of all sorts was *1,512,000 barrels. 
In 1813, the year of our greatest export, 
if amounted to 2,100,000 barrels; but I 
anticipate sanguinely the operation of that 
hill which afiords to the agr^-ufiure of Ire¬ 
land the best encouragement, and insures 
to England her independence of foreign 
supply. 1^ is satisfactory to know, too, 
that the prices of grain are gradually ad¬ 
vancing ; nor should the Iri^ grower be 
discouraged, as tlie shipments -sin^e the 
5th of January last, have amounted to 
[taore thaA^half a million of barrels. Of 
linens, our peculiar ngfent^acture, and al¬ 
most the exclusive sodree of the wealth 
of the nor-tbern province, the jsxport of 
1815 was greater* than that o^ny year 
^ince 1803. The year 179.5 ^as distin¬ 
guished by. the greatest export we bad 
ever sent oid; it amounted then tifforty- 
six milliop yards. InAhe lost year it was 

(*«) f 
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.forty.'threie million three hundred and 
ei^bty^throf ^thousand yards. I know it 
,^88i .^o,en asserted that there was a decrease 
of ,ten.,q(;illion yards. 1 know not how 
^.the coappariyon hips been made : I speak, 
feont^fapts'and from the account on the 
House. There were also 
f^li^^ted <,,ojf .Irish cotton one million 
! aaven'hundred thousand yards, valued at 
,.^,(^0/.: yye had .not before exported. 

to any extent, but several manu- 
^j^ories have been i^ecently established in 
iHic. north of Ireland, and onjan average 
of , the three years preceding* the (Uniong 
ci^nipared with the ,^r^e last years, the 
^increase .in cottqn wdoha^d yarn imported 
will be seen. The.^uan 4 ty of cotton yarn 
has been doubled since the ttpioii. I have 
satisfaction, Sir, in mentioning this^-be¬ 
cause at the time of the union the ruin of 
this manufacture was supposed to be at 
hand* and much evidence was produced 
before the^Irish House of Commons to 
show that, ft could not withstand English 
Con^>etitioo. The'export of butter, ano¬ 
ther great source of our wealth, has been 
progressively increasing. The real value of 
th^ cxpoiff in 1793 was 840,0001.; in the 
Uie value of the quantity ex- 
^!|l,000l., althou^ the price 
Jagd fallep^ greatly in the latter year; and 1 
,'^oi;ibt not t|t 9 Jt r^ie additional protection 
’ ..a^prfleJ in the present session of parlia- 
peftiwlll be of,infinite importance to us: 
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parliament 
yuK^fate a statement as I can of ^his por- 

} iQn pf^pur revenue, and of onr national 
^hrci^^ f Hear, hew 
The iduu^ of excise naye been parti*, 
cplarly produc^ve!i.fif8^ with respect t<j 
spirits, from rciliujitiqjias adopted, by par¬ 
liament in iof 1813 ,and 1814 ; 

the revenu^ on ipirim alone, in the latter 
year, anwuo<^^i,tpX575,00Ql.j bfsiog anj 
lucreb^ .jjeymd .^^wpeding year of 
76?j4m,} isod.sheiiyeragejncreasein the 
fwitf spirit^ in.^h^&ur years, 
over ^811, 1 ^, 000 ^ ,;4-^p|no^naw, 

, with this duestiqn,. that a 

S/¥ W 

?8®4 * %#^erely^WI^ m- 


phe.,du^'^^ 
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amount of the revenue prddneed. from 
malt in 1812 w"as 304,000/. In 1813 it 
amounted to 533,000/., and in the last 
year to 635i000/. I must in candour, 
however, remind the committee, that we 
cannot hope Tor a continiiance^of a |H’0- 
duce so great as this, since that portion 
of the duty has been repealed which cor> 
responded with the war duty in (Ireat 
Britain. The excise duty on tobacco 
yielded in the lost year 560i^/., exclu¬ 
sive of the duly of custua^f 242,000/., 
making the whole revenqp from tobacco 
800,000/. 1 deed not advert to the other 
minor branches of^excise, they are incon¬ 
siderable in produce, being altogether 
much under 100,000/. 

In the branch of assessed taxes there 
have beetle two augmentations made, hy 
parliament within the last three years, .tlie 
drst of 25 per cent., and by the second, 
all our existing rates were assimilated to 
those of Great Britain. The produce in 
1812 was 342,000/.; in the last year 
681,000/.: this has been owing, not alone 
to the duties being raised, but to the im¬ 
provement of the collection, and from tim 
manner in which the, assessments have 
bpenmade: 1 anticipate this^yearjr still 
greater producer In tlie last threcryears 
the increase, as compared with 1812, ...has 
been 339,000/. per anntim. The above 
is exclusivei-of hearth duty._, Tjhe com¬ 
mittee are aware that a bill is now in pro¬ 
gress for relieving particular descriptions 
of boueses from tire bfter duty, as well as 
from the bouse tax; parliament thus mark¬ 
ing its disposition in ..fqvour of the lower 
orders of our numerous population, who 
will be, if thoserbills are sanctioned by tlie 
legislature, freed from the payment of all 
direct taxes to the statp. 

The net produce of stamp duties in the 

f '.lBlG, was 560^000/.-exclusive, it is 
e obaerve4i pf the. duty on spirits and 
^ licences, .whic^ have been tranti^ 
;d to tlle.,exciMRepartmfnt. Thu 
•tamp duties wpp^e f^Ued, ip the la^t scsjsion, 
an4. I MtiiM|$ej4 the annual iperease at 
45,p0p.J,.the .teat 3i;K .months pf theyepu: 

IttefCtise pf ii?6,O0O/.Bills prs 
«P*»f id f^^oJMoting the laws 

/eljlltingtp ||aiBp.4d«?e8, up4 l apticipatf, 
.Mr^pulprJb'^Irtnp.^e i^gulptipnspnfoccp^ 
mtte ofii^ ,ff ppgrts pf justi^KSip^e • 
hepe^cijSlxestilt t^ii.|^am j^y inweasp pf 
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lan^ shonTJTnow teriftinatey I. shall endea* 
irour, as it is itiy duty, to leave as little 
trouble and labour as ! can for my right 
hon. 4tend in the way of legislation as 
acts haveeither passedj or are now passing 
through (his House, digesting and con- 
tfdidatidg the- laws affecting the great 
branches of our revenue [Hear, hear!]. 
Hie post-office, and the other casual 
sources of our public income, 1 may 
average assi^oducing l‘S0,000/. a year. 
To the first Phlive never looked as merely 
a productive seurce, but as the means of 
. great general accommodition and im-' 
provemcnt; and it has'b^een, particularly 
since the union, made essentially subser¬ 
vient to those purposes. To recapitulate 
the whole, Sir,^tbe gross produce of the 
revenue of Ireland in the lasi year was 
upwards'of seven millions, and I state the 
gross produce, ’because the' expenses of 
management being a part of the joint 
charge, the sum of 7,000,0001. is what 
we have available for debt and contri¬ 
bution. 

There is but one oilier point. Sir, to 
which I desire to call the attention of the 
committee, the state of the sinking fund 
of Inland, as compared with our unae- 
deemed debt, and as contrasted with the 
sinking fund applicable to the redempytion 
of the debt of Great Britain ; I compare 
them, because it will show thdt the sinking 
fund of Ireland being.so much richer than 
the British sinking /und, England would 
be in the same proportion benefited by 
that union - of sinking funds wbjch would 
follow - the consolidadon of debts. Tlic 
income of the sinking fund of Ireland, 
applicable to the redemp’tion of the debt 
in Ireland, is 736,0001. being as 1 to ; 
that which is applicable to the redemption 
of Irish debt in England, is 1,^5,0001. 
being as 1 to 56ii both odr sinking funds 
makSig a total oi 2,401,0001., or as 9^^; 
SO 'on thd whole d|^ of Ireland, white 
sinking fund of ^Rut^Britt^, affected w ' 
it has been by the eperirtion bf (be late 
acts, is as‘ 1 to 62f. ' Althbugh, Sir, I 
shall find it 'necessary to inropOse 'to par- 
iiSment the'Cahcefling r-bertam porfihnflf 
stock in the bands of the cenMnlssiohers nf 
the National debt in fr^nd;iB8 a provikidn 
fbr the interest Of che'Creatuiy bins td be ^ 
* isnied for the; tieeviod 'bf Ireland in this 
yean the Suth^ te^uiteid, ir^rMtueht 
ehoukl Bpprdvl^'<Of that bfdptrisitibn, will be • 
gb 'sntdi; as |dt tnktertplly'^b’ dfiict the i 
ghoersletk'teW ^'sihKiod ftwdi - Until 
after Biyr^;llft‘1iiab.T^Ad iMll bdie stated 
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the finances of the year, and given us a 
general view of the '^biblic expenditure, I 
cannot accurately ascertain the amount of 
contribution to be provided. Our sinking 
f^und will still be richer than that with 
which itfis to be united. It is to be re¬ 
membered, that we have never recurrad 
to it, until we had exhausted taxation; 
and I may venture to promise that the 
utmost sum which we oan want will still 
leave our sinking' fund, as compared with 
the whole of our debt, as 1 to less than 
54, while ^t*of GrcSt Britain will be as 
to 62. ^he proportion, it will be seen, 
is greatly in our favour, nor are tbosp 
considerations to be lightly thought hf. I 
remember', my right hon. friend last yeSr 
stated, wha^at that time seemed to make 
a j^eat impression on the House, that (lie 
sinking fund of Ircfahd was then double 
what the sinking fund of Great Britain 
was at the commencement bf the war of 
the French revolution, while .the debt of 
Ireland, great as it was, was not half so 
great as the debt of Great Britain was at 
that period. * 

Before I left the subject of our revenues 
I ought to have adverted to those heads 
of taxation which England -has ^odopt^d, 
and which have not yet been tried in Ire¬ 
land ; they are not many, nor ^ouid they 
be productive-^ndt prodAetive at least to 
the extent upon inticb Mntleifiefl 'may 
have calculate. 'We ifiust iakd irtte''^c- 
count the ^miqiitjtm jiipdn'of diir 
'existing brancbesl-4ii' thoSe^of’lliien'eea 
and hearth-moi^jr ttfcnfe' ydii nr6,uld|.'lode 
more than 200,000/. annually, for j^tlfa- 
ment must bear in mipd that vital enact¬ 
ment of the utiiotf whic^ prevents yotir 
levying a tax on any article higher than 
•that levied in Great Britain. I have my¬ 
self always considered that the cohtinu- 
ance of the heafth duly Vas Only td be 
defended on account of our exemptioa 
from the house dutypaid in Great l^ittdp. 
Besides the house utity, the otbefl'^xes 
which We have not are w the eldise; 
the principal ohe| that' ‘ Vp^ 

nterm and political grounds,.^ ‘lAphfd tec- 
tremely regret to see fntraddt^d'jo Ire¬ 
land. Ifi h word, bll W^iCdfildyi^ 
to you brdtlM be ma^l^y£td defiay/not 
■our separate Ymn^rinunW^s; the' act df 
union has' imposed’It'dpbtt fiA but even 
fitat defiefent^r^i^ 6’^x i)etl^evenue ex- 
lilbtts,' jnade^l# m it is to meet the 
unn^ Cht|rge of the interest of dur debt, 
■f' 'idf the 'charge which this 

w!H- adi^^a^le that revenud hasibst 
• 
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so great a portion as the repeal of the 
malt duty wiU.dedudt from it. Besides, 
Sir, the duties on articles of British 
Growth and manufacture, yield more than 
naif a mniion« It v^ill be for the legisla* 
ture to consider whether the admiMorem 
duty of ten per cent, can be continued 
after the internal taxes of both countries 
shall have been equalised. What are they, 
in fact, but a tax upon the consumption 
of our people—they are paid upon every 
article tliat he either uses or wears, by the 
inbah’tonts of that country whilh is least 
able to pay. I know, Sir, tbatJlTor twenty* 
years the act of union has continued them 

not for the sake of Uie revenue, but 
under what 1 deem a manifest error, the 
principle of protecting duties» as if such 
duties upon British industry were %hc 
means of sustaining of improving ours; or 
as if deducting ten per cent, from Irish 
capital, was not impairing materially those 
means whiqh were wanting, to apply to 
the improvement of other objects more 
suitefl to Qur people, our industry, and 
our soil [’Hear, heai*!J. I have not wil¬ 
lingly adventured, Sir, into the. discussion 
of a point, upon which I know political 
economists have differed, and upon which 
grhat miS^conception, if 1 may presume to 
call it so, exists in Ireland, as well as .in 
. other copntries. *1 have alluded to it now, 
merely as connected with the prospects of 
our future revenue. For the same period 
of twenty rears, we are precluded from 
touching the great articles .of salt and 
coals, and I an*glad that we have been : 
it is very questionable how far the first 
ou^t to be made qjore a source of reve¬ 
nue' than it is, and c(^nccted as the con- 
‘ sideration ittust be with the revenue drawn 
from, salt in this country, it is a subject,] 
which will call for all the experience end 
judgment of my right bon. friend. It has 
been my duty, in cat^our, to remind the 
House, that there is this great aad .pro>|] 
ductive branch.qf revenue comparatively 
untouched. | ^ iure.l aot, be sus> 
pected oflfeeping put of . vie.w any part of 
our fu(.ure resources, I'should deprecate^ 
perhaps, Sir, priy great augmentation of 
the duty on coaw; the efi^t bf^t.on pur 
iqanufactures, as 4 ^ 1 “ as on ,thp uomforts 
o? peopi^^ojbave np internal sup- 
®®verely felt, hut it is my 
dpiy also t^rjj'vent this Subject, any pipre 
th(^l|Ut||e omer, from being unnoticed hy 

I shdmid hava wished, Sir, to have pon- 
jjtpctai flth. the arrangements tn be pra» 
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posed to parliament, the greaf* subjects of 
the assinulation oV our currency, and the 
state of the exchanges which now exist, it 
would seem unreasonably, between two 
parts of the same kingdom. 1 know, Sir, 
that its present rate is owing to that dimi¬ 
nution of our native exports, and of their 
value, which affected us in the last year} 
and I fear very much, that when we come 
to remit any considerable portion of our 
revenue, to meet those chwrgcs which 
have hitherto been defqsy^ by loans 
raised in this country, the evil will be 
much aggravated. I call it an evil, Sir, 
although it does \>perate iiulirectly as 
some separate be'nefit to us. It does not 
reconcile me to it that it acts as a bounty 
on our exports, or even, what is better 
still, as beifig a tax upon absentees, that it 
keeps some portion at least of our gentry 
resident at home. If, Sir^ an assimilation 
of our currency could be accomplished, 
and that restriction on bank payments, 
both in England and in Ireland, were re¬ 
moved, the exchange at once corrects it¬ 
self. 1 wish nut to embarrass the arrange¬ 
ment, by any ottempt to unite the banks 
of England and Ireland ; I know the ob¬ 
jections that would be felt on both, sides 
of the water, btu I should hope, that 
whenever the restriction from the bank is 
removed, an assimilation of the currency 
may be conturrent with it. .Really, Sir, 
the<difficulty is not so great as some sup¬ 
pose; still less would tiie loss be than 
what the people of Ireland think. It will 
not occupy the committee a single mo¬ 
ment, if T just state how 1 think it might 
be effected. Might we not pass an act, 
providing that' all existing contracts 
should be considered as dischargeil if paid 
OQO-thirteentli less of nominal value than 
they had been contracted for t It would 
the reality of no engagements ex- 

P : those under twelve* pence, and it 
Id aftbet them on 

one-thirteenfh* I^vel 


-,-- 

>^11 to me iDxtent of 
efliiis slight variation 


would be bendictar to the poor, and those 
who ceceivewn small sums. I beg pardon - 
—thefe IS one other class, namely, tlie 
0fSc|iiil of -the oqurts of law, who would 
beI>eoo6tedfi. for if, as an hon. and learn¬ 
ed ^iend of mine stated: the other night, 
the\r. pro&ts are made up of fees under a 
sliiiUng, theycWimld have.reason to be* 
glad m this, assimilation of currency; Jiut, 
to be .furious, 1 really think 'there would 
be qo dificulty in it, if theimeasure were 
&irly eitplaioed to the cofintry. As t» 
ibd difi^ence of our ratef of intccest, 1 
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shall make nb observation now ; the laws am conscious that 1 derived a share ol 
under which it is regulated in Great Bri- from the confidence of parliament, and 
tain are to be shortly brought before the the support thawhis^ House has given tc 
House, which will give a more favourable the measures which it has been my dutj 
opportunity of noticing the difference to propose, I owe it to Aose noble person! 
which exists on that subject also. who havd presided over the Irish govern 

1 have* endeavoured, Sir, to present to ment, and to him particularly who hai 
the committee such information as 1 have now administered the dftairs of that coun 
been able to furnish ; I ntay have perhaps try for the greater part of the time that 
gone too nj^ch into detail; but it has been had held my present oflSre ^Hear, hear !3 
necessary, a^^e ground of that proceed- He has never in any one instance const 
ing which aio^c^muins for us to take. I dered that newer, or those appointment 
have stated to you the opinion of succes- which wer^veMed in him, but as trust 
sive committees of your own'body, rccom- for the benefit of the revenue in all it 
’ mending that parliament should exercise brandies. To the noble lord I owe tlii 
that power which the act of union has re- testimony. There is another debt. Sir 
served to it; and indeed it appears now to which 1 shall not attempt to -pay; it is b 
•me that there is no alternative. I hope it the friendship and co-operntion of bin 
will not be said to night, Sir, tbht Ireland with*whom I have been united in offic< 
has thrown a great additional burthen on since our first entry ibto public life, but! 
the rest of the empire to save herself, cannot express all that 1 reel with respee 
Oh no, believe me, in her exertions she to him, I could not even, if he were no 
has not been backward. You contracted present, express it [Hear, hear!], 
with her for an expenditure which she can say no more upon this subject; I ^av 
could not meet—your own share of which almost said too much : I shall put th 
you could tiot meet but by sacrifices un- Resolutions which I Have to move, int< 
exampled—by excriions the tension of your hand, doubting not, that the commit 
which only England could have borne, tee will adopt them—that we shall thi 
Ireland had been led to hope that her ex* night conti|bute to the accomplishment ( 
, penditDre would have been less than that great measure, the accomplishmer 
before she was united with you. In the of that union, which is the proudest me 
fifteen years preceding the union it nument of his reign, whoVor mose tha 
amounted to ^.1,000,000^. but id the fifteen fifty years has swayed the sceptre of thes 
years of union it swelled to the enormobs free and powerful kingdoms. Not doubt 
size of 14-8,000,000/. , Th^ increase of her ing that a uniJted parliament will reniembe 
revenue would have more than dischih-ged, what it owes to that people, wlio have con 
without the aid of loans, an expenditure trihuted so mainly to Aiosc glorici 
greater than that of the fifteen years which which have brightened the administratto: 
preceded 1801. Ireland has absolutely paid of his son [Hear, hear 1].. Sir, these day 
in taxes more than 78 millions being 47 will pass away, but 1 trust that the prin 
millions more than her revenue in the 1.5 ciples of generosity and justice,**which ar 
years ujmn which her contribution had congenial to both our people, may, lik 
been calculated [Hear, hear!]. Yourown that great compact which unites them, b 
committee showed you what an advatiQi .perpetuated by our acts, ariB that the in 
in permanent taxation Ireland had niad^^iterests of-Great Britain and Ireland ma 
even-greater in oroMrtion to former inseparable. 

venues than that of^reat Britain herself,' : Dam Donias*.jGnee Capitoli immoblilo MXim, 
notwithstanding- the immense exertions of Aecolet Inpwiomqae paler Ilomaioa bal^H. 
the latter, and including her exd’aordtnary The right turn, gentleman concluded lii 
and war taxes. , spciech, amidst loud cheers fi-om bothPside 

If, Sir, 1 have shown, that the collectfnn' hf the with moving the three fol 

of the revenue has improvedin latter years, Ipwrag R^'olutions, 
and that even uilder the pressure of the I ** 1. That it is the bpiTOh'fflt^is commit 
times its produce has increa^^ed, let me not tee, that the talties of the rispective debt 
he supposed to arrogate tny merit to myself of Great Britain Ireland Ostimatei 
—much more is owing to the zeal and in. aaxording to the prbi^sions ef tSe acts fo 
dustry of tlmsa departments t6 whptn the' the union,of Great Britain and Ir^and 
administration it has been hiore barfi." have been, a period subsequent4oth< 
cularly comnjitwd; for myself, ip; any ajaid acts, ih the same proportibn to pad 
thing could add to the authdrity ikrhich 1 other (wiriiin dae humredtb part of th 
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oaidvnlue), with.the,respective contribu- 
jtions of eaqh country respectively, to¬ 
wards the annual expenditure of the 
Uoited Kingd,oni; and that the respective 
circumstantfes of*the two countries will 
henceforth admit of their contributing in¬ 
discriminately, by equal taxes imposed on 
the same articles in each, to the future 
e»enditure of the United Kingdom: 
subject onty to Such particular exemptions 
or abatements in Ireland, and in that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, as cir¬ 
cumstances .may appear frbm^ime to time 
to demand; and that it was no lon|;er n'S- 
cessary to regulate the contribution of the 
two countries towards the future expeur 
diture of the United Kingdom, according to 
any specific proportions, or according to the 
rules prescribed by the said acts of union, 
with respect to such specifit^ proportions. 

** 2. That it is the opinion of this com¬ 
mittee, that it is expedient that all future 
expenses ^lencefortn to be incurred, to- 

S ether with the interest and charges of all 
ebts hitherto contracted, shall be so de¬ 
frayed indiscriminately by equal taxes, to 
be imposed on the same articles in each 
country, and that from time to time, as 
4 ;itcun\stances may require,i|lBuch taxes 
should be imposed and applied accord¬ 
ingly, subject ^only to such particular ex¬ 
emptions or abatements in Ireland, and in 
that part of Great Britain,called Scotland, 
as circumstances may Appear from time to 
time to demand. * 

'** 3. That it is the opiniem of this com¬ 
mittee, thaf such legislative measures 
should be adopted as may be necessary to 
ciny into furthev effect the purposes of 
th.e said |ict8 of union, by consolidating 
the public revenues of Great Britain and 
Ireland into one fund, and applying the 
same to the general survices of the United 
Kingdom." ® 

Mr. Bankes said,* that he had never ui 
dervalued the efforl^, of Ireland in 
common eause, and that he skould be glad 
of any measure which might render' tlm. 
bqrthens of that country more equal to her 
xqeatis of supporting them i but be could 
apt be very friendly to a praQpajtion, the 
ttf||mate effect oLwhich throw 

tb§jrh<%dF the burtl^n ^ the 
war on Great l^ritain. He aUudi^ 
^rious precliq^ons he had made 
-'];ting the ioevitable de|alcadt}M 
would arisen, the Irisb reaeouo; 
^ that all he#had said, bad 

i^'eemed’iby facts and the experienee 
~ b^aaid that Ireland had 
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not kept up to the bargun tTiat had hc«i 
entered into, but had been receding every 
year. What was proposed was a most 
extraordinary cure, and perhaps the only 
one .that could be resorted to. But it was 
a perverse interpretation whicji the right 
hon. gentleman had given of the act of 
union, to assume, that because it might be 
competent to him in 1816 to make this 
proposition, it would have bee|^ equally so 
in 1811 or 1812. If this^ere the best 
way of meeting the difiiOblues of Ireland, 
let it be adopted; but least be understood 
that Ireland must depend for some years 
to come on loiyia alone for tlie whole ex¬ 
penses of the peace establishment, as they 
could not possibly be defrayed by taxes. 
This was indeed a melancholy and de¬ 
plorable state of things, as the event most 
tend to plunge Ireland still deeper into 
debt. But this fact, coilpled with all that 
had transpired concerning our situatiort, 
ought to induce ministers to turn their 
minds to measures of the strictest eco¬ 
nomy and retrenchment; and he could 
notjrefrain from*pressing once more on the 
House, how necessary it was to reduce 
our establishments. Adverting to what 
the right hon. gentleman had sj'il cc- 
specting an assifnilation of the currency, he 
contended, that so far from being a cure 
‘for evil, the measure would not even be 
benehcial. * Respecting the. alteration in 
tlfe salt duties, be (diserved,* that this 
would be of little av^il; for many parts of 
the Iflws relating to the revenue, nay, he 
might lay almost the whole of them, re¬ 
quired revising and entirely re-modelling; 
rar the state of peace had placed things in 
such an unnatural situation, that it would 
be impossible to maintain these laws on 
•the foolang on which they had Nourished 
during the most extraordinary war that 
' lad been concluded. The confusion 
eated bjr the distillation laws, Both in 
ngland and Scotland, provhd the ne¬ 
cessity of their being revised and altered, 
and the sooner the attention (ff his right 
honourabA friend, the chancellor of the 
eiuAfiqaet was turned to this subject the 
befietw Hwi^.-objected to the first Reso- 
lutipUf .and addra,<that he felt it his duty 
to watch ever; t^ provisions of the bill in 
question, thbusb he was far from suspect-* 
iqg, that wiy mug improper waalntendoE 
to be introduoad into.it; but he wnbedto 
tidie eare that there mi^i be sometbbig- 
like re«titution«ai)d: reeijjwooity provided 
for, when the revenues m’I reland dhouM 
be restored to a fionrnhing stale'; whn^ 
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lie hoped and predicted.they would be, order to show how great had been the 
when the internal dissensions and other efibrts of Ireland since tlie union, he bad 
causes that bad depressed them, should be only to state tha^her contributions to the 
put an end to. Every thing showed, that general expensed of th^ empijre in the fif> 
though tile exertions of Ireland had been teen years which had elapsed since that 
great, tliqgr bad not been effectual; he event, amounted to 103,000,000/. The 
Was in dflubt whether this was thfe time for whole amount in the same period of the 
the consolidation of the two exchequers, available revenue which Ireland had at 
and he also doubted whether bis right hon. the time of the union, was 12,733,000/.; 
friend wotj]d be able to introduce any so that the contract between the coun* 
system of tax^on, which would enable the tries had imposed upon Ireland an expen- 
taxes to be colUcted at a cheaper rate, diture eighty tint^s as great as her revenue, 
On the whole, he was sorry, to find that a calculated at the amount at which it stoo4 
great deal of what he had foretold had at the uniorf. There were only two modes 
come to pass; and it W8% incumbent on in which the several chancellors of the 
ministers to relieve us from the burthen, exchequer for Ireland could perforin the 
we should have to bear, as soon as they task of raising this contribution—they 
could. He concluded with an eulogium mus^doit either by a loan, or by an in* 
on Mr. Fitzgerald’s public condflct. The crease of taxation, ^nder the peculiar 
right hon. gentleman had disclaimed a circumstanced of irritation attendant on 
merit to which hd was fully entitled. He the union, it would not have been wise 
considered him as deserving the thanks of immediately to increase the taxation; ne> 
the House, and of his country, for bis vertheless in order to prove that the finance 
financial administration. [Hear, hear!], ministers of Ireland had not shrunk frhm 
He should consider his retirement as a their duty in this respect, it would only 
great public loss If tlie affairs of Ireland be necessary to state to the committee, 
had been conducted with signal success, it that in nine years from the union the pro- 
was owing to Uie exertions of the chan- duce of the taxes in\Ireland had been 
eellor the exchequer of that countr/ nearly doubled. At'^ the tiine t)f the’ 
[Hear!]. * ' ' union it w'as 2,'l>40,000/.; in ISlOitwas 

Mr. FV/sgera/i/, in explanation, observed. 4,280,000/. At present the produce ef 
that he had not supposed the assimilation taxation in Ireland was 5,752,000/.,'being 
of the currency of Ireland and England as fourteen to six, compared witli that; 
would alotic produce ^ny effectual dif- produce at the time of the union. In fact, 
ference in the rate of exchange between 'taxation had bden carried in that country 
the two countries, which must always be almost to its ne plus ultra. honour- 
proportioned to the state of their ;%spec- able member then went into a variety 
live balances of imports or exports. He of statements, showing the different pe-' 
did think, however, that by the assimila- riods at which the Irish* expenditure ex- 
tion of the^urrency, much of* the difficulty ceeded its revenue, and the amount of 
heretofore arising" from the dissimilarity such excess, and observed, that in conse- 
of coin wtould be avoided, and much r>f qtlence of this increased excess the ne* 
the apparent difference of exchange would cessity for the consolidation of the exche-' 
he obviated. * 4 ,quers of both countries existed some yeai4 

Mr* iestie Foster observed, that ther^ i^ck, as it was impoi^ible that Ireland 
were two ehactments of the itc^ of union,^ ^uld bear additional taxation. He did 
which deserved the most i^erious attention not mean to’’say that Irelaihd hadbCCti 
of the committee. The firat was that hardly dealt with, in this increase orcJt* 
wliicli provided,, that the expenses iOflre- penditure. 9ie had only borne that nr|i* 
land alioidd not depenl in any degr^ qp jxMrtion which had been establishejChy 
her own discretion, or he determined by the act of ( •mlon, and the''^ result uf 
her locahoccasioa; but that it should ^l>e great disbursements froAi 'toat 
measured by a'attain proportiou (two- the present was, the acllele'tj!^^ of 
aev«nteentha)'Df the meprases of thehnited uuieu of the exchequer, wh!^^b’Ulmsitely. 
eihihre^viThe aeccnid eoernmen^ related should take place.He'wi^' c^dvim^ 
to tke>ltmiteheitweenn«hicb tbeicbancellor thi^'no English meiitber of* parlialufmt 
of the atKbe^dti|br?Iii£hmd was toexer- would wiah^to see Irdb^ jpay more than ', 
ciseibia logenuitwte^Taiae. the she 6ou}d bea^r and^y^ah Imh ipi^her,, 

wdnch1ihe^cflDt^bMtan.>of- Irehmd te^he npt considering parchment rulei^ boHj^e ' 
geaerai qxpcad|ture wiwnta be ^idi In ' unwrittm) jp^indides of jgitice,^aad thltte' 
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benefits which Irelaniil had derived from 
her connexion with England, he could 
not object to an equality of expenditure 
[|Hear, heaiv!]. When he considered the 
benefits which Ireland had recejved from 
her close connexion with England, that 
her agriculture had nearly doubled, and 
that hercnniinercchad advanced in nearly 
Mie same p;' 0 |) 0 (tion, he could not but hail 
the present measure as one whicli would 
draw the connexion still more close, and 
he looked forward in confidenbanticipation 
of its happy effects. * t « 

Sir Jonn Netaport said, that he never 
would come before that House in J’orma 

{ lauperis, when pleading the cause of Ire- 
and. On the contrary, he v^ould contend, 
that she was entitled to claim a reaonsi* 
deration of the unfqtr systenq of contribu¬ 
tion whicli was fixed for her at the pe¬ 
riod of the union, and the injustice of 
which was now unravelled by her com¬ 
plete banlcruptcy. If Ireland had not 
nidi her expenditure, it was not because 
she had not made oxertions to increase her 
revenue, but because the union bad im¬ 
posed a burthen which it was impossible 
for her to bear. Though not a member 
’bf the'Irish parliament, he Hhd given liis 
support to that measure, influenced by 
expectations which had proved delusive, 
and by promises which had not been ful¬ 
filled. Taxation had since then been 
enormously increased, aijd the public 
nietuures promised had remained unac-* 
complished. • Much had been said of the 
great progress in improvement which Ire¬ 
land had made since the union. He was 
aware o/ this fn regard to her agriculture; 
but in tint article of linen, the only manu¬ 
facture which she possessed, it could not 
be concealed that her exports were less 
now than its 1792 and 1793. The whole 
of the increase wa^iii raw produce, not in 
manufactured articles. The right hoii,'i 
baronet then adverted to tjie many evil^" 
which* ha^ arisen to Ireland in conse¬ 
quence of absentees, and observed, that 
an ^equality of taxes in both countries 
would render those evils permanent, ast 
they would hold,out no inducement to the 
landed gentry oi%eland to re^e at home. 
He next tH»iserv£B, that at the time of the 
union, ^hose who negociated for Ireland 
h*d ovwlooked matty things which, if 
exannnea with due regard to the welftre 
of Iteland, would have sinCd been pro- 
duefive of great advanta^ to her. For 
inattpitee, the Channel trade , was tna^ 
fcdtject to no increase of duties, and the 
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consequence was, that from the small pro¬ 
portion which the foreign trade of Ireland 
bore to her English trade (being only as 
one to three) she was cut off from any 
considerable increase in her customs, 
while these were continually inirrensing to 
England, her foreign trade beifig to her 
trade with Ireland as three to one. The 
result then was, that the Irish finance mi¬ 
nister was obliged, in order tf meet the 
increase of expenditure, tq^y additional 
taxes on the inland traded Malt and spirits 
were then tayed to such a degree as to 
ho]di> out a stroyg inducement to illicit 
distillation. liUcit malting and illicit dis¬ 
tillation were carried to such an excess of 
late, as considerably to diminish the reve¬ 
nue arising from these two branches of 
excise in*i^Ireland. When this was con¬ 
sidered, the expenditure increasing while 
the means to meet it were in some degree 
lessened, would it be said that Ireland 
came in forma pauperis if she sought to 
dissolve the contract, or such part of it 
as bound her to, an unequal expenditure ? 
The right hon. baronet then went on to 
show that the great increase of taxation 
in Ireland would destroy its intended ef- 
Vect, as it would necessarily, in the^present 
distressed state* of that country, tend to 
.diminish the consumption of the articles 
which werp taxed. He had at several pe- 
rjods expressed his disapprobation of the 
unequal quota which Ireland was called 
upotj to pay, and rwow again said that the 
sooner the contract was dissolved the 
better.* He deprecated the idea of any 
increase of the assessed taxes in Ireland, 
as abridging ^e comforts of an important 
class of the community, and thils weaken¬ 
ing her connexion with this country. Ad¬ 
verting to what the Irish chancellor of the 
ej^chequer had said on the subject of salt 
"pnd coals, he professed his conviction 
i^hat no higher salt duty couM bl raised 
in Ireland; and laid it down as a general 
principle, that bo article, in consistency 
with the enactments of the union, ought 
to be* more highly taxed there than in 
tl^ countiy. There was one other thing 
which he wished to mention, namely, the 
assimilation of the currency. He con¬ 
tended^ that if there was not an equality 
in exchange, it existed in the shiipe of 
discount; and to establish this fact, fie 
wished to refer the H^use to tite exa- 
min^ion of some of the *most intelligent 
members of the bnnk offEnglandin 1803. 
He would not, thereforf, protract the dis¬ 
cussion by entering into any farther dc- 
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tails on thfs subject; and having, as he 
conceived, fully expressed his opinions 
with respect to the immediate point be¬ 
fore them, he should leave the decision to 
the justice and wisdom of the Housei. 

Lord dasilereagh rose to offer a few ob- 
servatiobs on what had fallen from his hon. 
friend (Mr. Bankes) and the right hon. 
baronet who spoke last. His hon. friend, 
with whom he could not agree in thinking 
Ireland in aifgate of bankruptcy, had ar- j 
gued, that the '^resent was not the fittest 
time for entering into this subject as four 
years hence, when the twenty yeaas from 
the passing of the act of union had ex¬ 
pired, he understood the whole question 
would be open to be dealt with by par¬ 
liament as they should deem expedient, 
and not till then. He was surprised to 
bear such an opinion from his hon. friend, 
and could not think he had read the act 
attentively, if he conceived that the House 
w'ould have more power four years hence 
than it at present possessed. When the 
twenty years from the passing of the act 
of union were at an end, parliament 
would have from that act no discretion 
to exercise as to the quota of Ireland, 
but i^th respect to the regulation of'it 
according to a certain criterion there laid 
down. A number of articles were thei^e 
enurnerated, such as beer, i|pirits, wine,* 
tobacco,^ malt, &c. which were left open 
to those 'financial arrangements which the 
minister might think advisable; but there 
were other sources of revenue, wtiich it 
bad been thought ought not insordinary 
cases to be meddled with. This had been 
suggested on the principle of its being 
desirable to tie up the hands of the 
stronger power for the better security of 
the wedcer one; but any difficidty that 
in the present situation of things might 
arise from that regulation, woul^ be’ 
equalty ip the way of any new arrai^‘*,, 
ment that might be proposed at the end' 
of four years. , 

The onl;^ question which,the House 
had to consider was, whether they should 
proceed anew to regulate the quota o| exg 
pense to be borne by Ireland, according 
to the criterion laid dowm in thO act of 
union; or whether a different measure 
,shou]d be resorted to in order *to relieve 
her from her present difficulties ? If the 
resources of Roland were so great, and so 
likely'to frucnfy, within the period which 
had been namdd, as enable her to meet 
the charge®* she had been expected to. 
bear, that would be an argument for wait- 
/VOT.. YXYIV_ t ^ 
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ing till the twenty years had expired; but 
if tlicre were no reasons for supposing she 
would be more able to do this at the end 
of the four years, than she was at the pre¬ 
sent moment, then he’thouglit no new de¬ 
lay ought to take place, and that the more 
manly course was to meet the question at 
once, than to drive it off to any future pe¬ 
riod. When the union of the two coun¬ 
tries was effected, the'difference which 
then existed between their respective debt® 
had prevented the consolidation of their 
revenues, s l^is great desideratum had 
promoted the Scotch union; the debts of 
the two countries were so little dissimilar, 
that by paying a sum of money, to Scot¬ 
land, the difference between them wa® 
easjly adjusted, and the government of that 
day had been enabled to effect the union 
of their exchequers. When the union 
with Ireland took place, the debts of that 
kingdom and of England were so dissimi¬ 
lar, that such an arrangement as had be¬ 
fore been made in the case of Scotland 
could not be accomplished. Ireland,,in 
being united to England, was of course 
unwilling to take upon herself a part of the 
debt of this country, and required security 
against suich an attempt. It was in con¬ 
sequence provided, that while the debt of 
England so greatly excesded that of Ire¬ 
land, the latter country should not be' 
taxed in proportion to the total expendi¬ 
ture of the empire, but should only pay 
in the ratio what remained to be paid, 
after the interest on the cj^pbt was Uitown 
out of consideration. The difference be¬ 
tween the debts of the two countries wa® 
now the other way •, they had been about 
equal iu 1811, but now the difference was 
against instead of being in favour of Ire- 
*land. He bad stated what security had 
been given to Ireland that.,no part of the 
charge of the English debt should be 
thrown upon her, and had now to mention; 
the security given that no article should 
be taxed higher in Ireland than ^ Eng¬ 
land, and as some commodities eould not 
be taxed so high withoi^ great injury to 
the country, it was provided thift fuch 
modifications should be made in favour of 
Ireland as local circtpnstance® might re¬ 
quire, if from any chf^tgewllKt might oc¬ 
cur, the taxes generally sliould be placed 
on a footing of i^ality. If Uhe debt of 
Ireland became so great tBht llie could no 
’ longer provide fot tk consolidation of 
the two eitchequiefs became ablolutely 
necessary. That point at which the debt» 
of the two countries were on an eqmdiiyv 
lo Tt\ 
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had been passed in 1811. It was therefore 
proper that the consolidation of the cx- 
chcciuers should now take* place without 
further delay, as to go on without doing 
tliis could produce r^o good cHect.^sincc it 
would require Ireland to do that which it 
was already known she had it not in her 
power to accomplibh. Having availed 
iicrsclf of one of the two securities given 
her at the tiiue of'thc union, so long as the 
state of her debt would jrermit of her 
doing this, Ireland now threw herself on 
the other, and would hcncefortli be liable 
to equal taxation vvith England,'subje'et to* 
those mitigations in her fhvour which cir¬ 
cumstances might appear to demand. 

He wished not to revive past controver¬ 
sies, but he fell, it incumbent on him, to 
take some notice of the remarks made by 
the right bon. baronet opposite, on the 
quota which Ireland had been called upon 
to bear. He had not expected the right 
lion, baronet, witliout some strong reason 
for at) doing, would have brought this 
forward, and have ^treated the subject 
as if any thing had occurred to refute 
what had so oAen been admitted, that 
there was nothing in the arrangement 
made with respect to the quota, that could 
at all detract from that liberality which 
had ever marked,the conduct of this coun- 
* try tow.ifcls Ireland in money matters. It 
was a curitms fact, that the.right hon. ba¬ 
ronet, finding, after sixteen years had 
elapsed since the passing of tile union act, 
that the quota of Ireland wa*s more than 
she could now bear, should thence 
argue, that it was unjust to throw it on 
her formerly. Muth,as the measure of 
the union opposed at the time the act 
passed, and great resistance he well re¬ 
membered was then made, and naturally—■* 
for no country^could give up what it con¬ 
sidered to be its independence, without a 
pang; a question wa^never raised on the 
liarslmcss or injustice of putting on the 
sister country that quota of thtf public ex¬ 
pense which if was proposed Ireland should 
bear. I'his.indeqd, it had so happened, was, 
perba^, the only part of the arrangement 
which was not objected to at d^he time; 
this had been admitted to be raiv;dnd libe¬ 
ral, and coiviiau'cd a spirit of indulgence 
to Irehuul. It woul|} have been fortu¬ 
nate for we iicgociator* of the union, if 
they hat) bten*relieved from the necessit]^ 
of defe^nining the criterion by which the* 
quota nf Ireland should be regulated, as 
it was a task of no small difficulty. Had 
the property-tax then existed, perfiaps tlmt 
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would have been, the best criterion they 
could have selected: but that tax not being 
at thaf period in operation in Ireland, he 
thought the best had been adopted that 
coulu-havc been named in the absence of 
the impost he had mentioned. The crite¬ 
rion chosen had been founded *on the 
wealth and resources of the country, it 
had pressed on the consumption of those 
articles which, if necessary, werf still suffi¬ 
ciently luxuries to be so trc{}|c;d. At the 
time the course piirsued^ii this respect 
was thought unobjectionable, and lie ap- 
preheuded the right lion, baronet did not 
take that view of the subject then which 
he seemed disposed to take of it now, or 
the measure would not then have enjoyed 
that favour which the right hon. baronet, 
though then out of parliament, had thought 
fit to bestow upon the bill. The situatiou 
of Ireland at the present day, it was highly 
probable, would not have been belter than 
it is, even if the union liad not taken place, 
and the evils complained of would have 
been more irremediable. He was sure the 
right hon. baronet could disprove this fact, 
and he (lord Castlereugli) was satisfied, 
that if, instead of fii'teen years of war, 
tlffe country had enjoyed fifteen yo^rs of 
peace, nr only passed that period in the 
prosecution of an ordinary war, Ireland 
would not have been called upon to sub¬ 
mit to a larger expenditure than she was 
use’d to bear before the union. * The ex¬ 
pense of the war in which the country had 
been engaged, had exceeded all calcula¬ 
tions tha» could have been applied to it 
prospectively, and especially from that 
period at which,a new character had beeu 
given to it by carrying our armies to the 
continent, and fighting in the peninsula 
for the liberties of the world. Had the 
union not taken place (and he would be 
‘very*willing to go into an examination of 
t^s question on a future day), still If the 
#ar had coi^f.inued, the situation of Ire¬ 
land must necessarily have been such as 
to cause a r^pid increase of lier debt. This 
must hawe occurred to her had she re- 
{paig^ as a separate country, and the facb 
could hardly be disputed when it was re¬ 
membered lliat her expenditure for the 
internal service of the country amounted 
to 4,000^000^. per annum. She musC^ 
though separate, have been still getting in 
debt, and not less rapidly,tban she did in 
the early years of the uniofi. ‘ In raising 
her loans she must %vc inlurred a great 
.expense which had bcen^ snared her in 
consequence of her connexion with Eng- 
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land. Shis codld not have negociated 
them at home on such favourable terms as 
she had been enabled to obtain them here, 
with the security of this couritrj' on her 
side. With such a guarantee, it could not 
be doubted she had gained advantages in 
these tftlnsactions which otherwise she 
could not have expected. 

But it might be said, that England 
would have exerted herself in favour of' 
Ireland tdoimh tite union had never taken 
place. It vras.,pertainly not to be denied 
that England would make every exertion 
in her power to prevent Ireland trom being 
disturbed, or to save Ixr from falling into 
the hatuis of an enemy; but was it reason¬ 
able to suppose that this country would 
be content to go on from year to year sup¬ 
porting another country, with a distinct 
legislature, if no general agreement was 
come to in somo great principle intimately 
connected with its interests. When speak¬ 
ing on the subject of tlie increased expen¬ 
diture of Ireland since the union, it ought 
to be remembered, that the events which 
had since occurred, could not then be 
foreseen. At that period the national ex¬ 
penditure amounted to but•.‘12,000,000/. 
and was not expected greatly to excepd 
that ^m in any future year, and conse¬ 
quently all the calculations then entpred 
into were made accordingly. It was 
supposed by any one that tlic public ex¬ 
penditure would increase as it has done 
m the last six years, to 40,50, G0,tKK),00O/, 
and within the las{ two years t« near 
80,(X)0,000/. per annum. Coujd it be 
thought extraordinary, when events had 
occurred to call for such stupendous ex- 
ertions—-when the world had been so con¬ 
vulsed as it had been—that the calcula¬ 
tions founded on the prospect of ordinary 
times, should have proved insufficient ! 

But it might be asked, why bad the* 
debt (of Ireland increased more rapidly 
than that*of England; so that having befit), 
much smaller in proportion, the diftercnce 
between the debts of*tlic two countries 
%ras now thrown the other way. It was 
obvious, that this arose from t^e great 
local advantages of England, which^had 
enabled her within the period referred to, 
to raise 250,000,000/. by means peculiar 
to herself—by the facilities he possessed 
’for raising loans, by the taxes , she bad 
been able to bear, which gave the minister 
the means ofi^ising a greater preportion 
of the supplies|of the within the year, 
than could possibly accompliabed in 
Ireland. Had** Ireland been capable oP 
IT 
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similar exertions, she would not liave nm 
so rapidly in debt. Nothing that he Imd 
heard that night made at all against the 
system established at the time of the 
union. To him it appeai«cd the wisest 
that could have been adopted at that 
period, as it was impos.sible to anticipate 
the events which had since occurred. It 
was fit that Irehmd should only pay her 
' quota of the national oxiicrditiire, while 
her public debt was so much below that 
of England. Now that her debt had risen 
so as to do ‘away that di.stinction ivhich 
•had d’ormtfily been made, it was fitting 
that an arrangcuient should cease to ope¬ 
rate, and that the taxes should take their 
natural course in both countries, on a 
footing of epiality. 

The construction which the right bon, 
baronet hud this nigbt put on that part of 
the union act which relates to tlie power 
of mitigating duties imposed in favour of 
Ireland, the noble lord said, was new to 
him, and he had really been surprised that 
the right hon. baronet should have‘ven¬ 
tured to throw the al-gumcnt he liad ad¬ 
vanced on this subject seriously before the 
House. He could conceive nothing so 
little capable of being maintained as t|ie 
position, that because, from peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances, modifications had once been 
' made in favour of Ireland, that tlvcse were . 
to be perpetual. Ue must protest against 
such a constfuctiun being put on the 
words of thji act, and contend that, ac¬ 
cording to oommon sense, it could not be 
intended that when that stiite of things no 
; longer existed, which had made such re¬ 
laxation necessary, it yras nevertheless to 
be allowed to all tternity, and not one 
additional shilling demanded fPom Ireland 
,^fter the consolidation of the exchequers, 
w'ithout a similar duty being imposed upon 
Ireland. The injustice of‘%uch a scheme 
was only to be cq'jalled by the facility 
with which it might be evaded. If it was 
desired to do this, it would only be neces¬ 
sary to repeal for a short tjmc, %r for no 
time at all, the duties which might already 
be in force, and subsequently Vnpose 
equal taxes on the two countries, and thus 
at once diprivc Ireland of the advantages 
she might promise herself by a quibble in 
legislation. 

He repeated, his dpinmn was rthat when 
tire twenty yearsYrom the j)a^ing of the 
(Union ac( expired, the House would not be 
more able te^eal withlhe subject no*^ under 
their consideration, than they were at the 
present moment, and this to him appeared 
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the time at which the question ought to 
be met. He doubted not that by England 
the change would bo received with that 
generosity and good nature, with which 
this country had always viewed any ar- 
Tangement for the benefit of Ireland.^ 
Whatever other complaints they had heard 
from Ireland, and certainly they had 
heard many, they had heard no complaints 
4}f taxes. On other subjects complaints 
were common, but taxes seemed to be the 
least grievance felt in the sister kingdom. 
It was highly creditable tb t^e country 
that those which it had been fuiind ifeccs-* 
sary to impose, were so patiently borne, 
and it was also creditable to the servants 
of the Crown in Ireland, that they had 
made arrangements which caAsed so little 
discontent. The House would feel Ibis 
compliment was duj5 to his' right hon. 
friend the chancellor of the exchequer for 
Ireland, who certainly, during the three 
years he been in office, had made as 
great exertions as it was possible to make 
in the impoitant situation which he had 
the honour to fill. He had to provide for 
an immense expenditure in the three last 
years. He had suggested the ways and 
means nijeessary to meet the groat charges 
which the country had to hear, and, much 
to liis honour, ^ud to the honour of the 
countrj',* his three budgets had been com¬ 
pletely realised. He had ^ to provide in 
these three budgets, for the interest of 
loans to the amount of 2,0^0,000^., and 
the ways and means he had 'pointed out,' 
had produced \he sums he had calculated 
would thus be raised [Hear, bear!]. 
iThough at present the state of Ireland 
could not ^e boasted of, yet he agreed 
with the right hon. baronet opposite, that 
fihe did not come into this partnership so 
reduced that it ought to be said of her, 
she came in Jot mafjaufjeris. There was 
so much wealth, so many resources, and 
such (Sterling worth and merit in the coun¬ 
try; that if England did but allow time, he 
was conndcnVshe would find an able sup¬ 
porter and a fruitful source of national 
strength in Ireland. As an Irishman, the 
noble lord said, he was far frgra feeling 
himself humiliated, by the appeal now 
made to pa^iapaenf.' The measure sug¬ 
gested by bis right hon. friend this night, 
was one hhich he thoqght ought to be 
adopted, aad that, without tiolay. There 
could l(|e no advantage deriv^ ^rom de^ 
ferrm^it till the twenty yeufs from the 
'passing of the at^ of union had expired, 
suad much iaconvenicnce migl^ be felt 
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from such procrastination. 'With these 
feelings, and on these grounds he gave 
his most cordial support to the resolutions. 

Mr. Po7isonby ridiculed the idea of esti¬ 
mating the ability of any country to bear 
taxation by the consumption of certain 
articles, a circumstance that roig*ht depend 
more on manners than on wealth. Every 
body knew that the Irish were more pron© 
than the people of England to consume 
the articles in question. V^h regard to 
the subject then beforewtife House, he 
considered it absolutely necessary that 
something shduld be done, and he was 
not aware that ady better system could 
be adopted, 'fhe word “ bankrupt" 
might sound harsh, but if “ insolvent" 
sounded better, then Ireland was com¬ 
pletely insolvent, and had been so for 
many years ; she was not able to pay even 
the interest of the debt which she owed. 
Wliat, then, remained to be done? Eng¬ 
land must pay it for her. But could any 
useful inference be drawn from this ? Yes; 
the inference was, that ministers ought to 
diminish the public expense botli in Eng¬ 
land and Ireland, wherever it was practi¬ 
cable to reduce it. We might tax Ireland 
as much as we pleased, hut we slin^ld get 
nothing from iidr; she was not in a siiua- 
tioB to furnish the taxes which we might 
6all upon her to pay. Tlie noble lord had 
said that tli& Irish had coniplyiined least of 
all'of taxation ; but they did complain of^ 
dt most grievou 8 l 3 '. , Tlie gentlemen of 
small'fortunes in Ireland, that valuable 
portion % of the communitv called the 
landed gentlemen, were taxed out of 
every comfort in life. Did the noble lord 
mean to deny*this? The fact was esta¬ 
blished beyond all doubt, by a paper then 
upon their table, which stated, that more 
than 3,000 notices had been given in one 
yeal of the discontinuance of carriages of 
vjirious descriptions. The load o# taxes 
on Ireland was intolerable, and the reve- 
nue which ministers expected from her 
could not be collected. He did not blame 
the chancdtlor of the exchequer for Ire- 
liind%r the present situation of things in 
country. It was no fault nf his, and 
the only remedy that could be supplied 
was, perhaps, the measure now about to 
be brought forward. He did not com¬ 
plain that tilts had been adopted too soon? 
his fear was it had been^resorted to too 
late. He did not t;gree*4ith the noble 
lord In thinking* thi^t Ireltnd had derived 
great ^vantage from her loans being ne- 
goeia^ in England. * 
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The'ResJutions were then agreed to. persons to a tyrannical power (and the 

* greater their number, the greater is 

Alien Bill.} On the order of the my objection to depriving them of the 

day for receiving the report from the protection of the law). They have not 

committee of the whole liousc, on the only not stated to us^ fact, of which we 
bill to repeal an act for establishing*regu- might jivdge for ourselves, but they have 
lations tjpSpecting Aliens arriving in or re- not even asserted that they know of a fact 
siclent in this kingdom, in certain cases, to justify this measure, which we might 
and for substituting other provisions in receive upon confidence. The right hon. 
lieu thereof, for a time to be limited, gentleman,tlieundersecretary^ofstate(Mr. 

Mr. Grant saidc—.Sir; I feel it Addington), did not pretend to show any 

my duty to ‘^^pjQse the bringing up of this ground for it. Pie said that the measure 
report. If any thing could surprise me was not new,'•because a similar bill wag 
which proceeds from his* majesty’s mi- jiassed tvw) years ago. Pie said that it 
nisters, I should feel the greatest Surprise w'as not coercive, because the War Alien 
at the proposing a measiiVe like this with- Bill, as it is called, was much more coer- 
out one single reason being offered to cive and tyrannical. Pie said that it was 
show its necessity. It is a measure wholly not contrary to the British constitution, 
repugnant to tlie fundamental principles j because of a passage in Puffenddrf; last- 
of English policy, from Magna Charta to : ly, he said ^hat it w:p not expensive, be- 
the year 1792—.repugnant to our consti- cause it cost only a lew tliousand pounds 
tutional policy, acted on without excep- a year, and of these one would be saved, 
tion in all the various situations whether I^ow, really. Sir, much as I am attached 
of external or internal danger to which to economy, the last consideration that 
this country has been at any time ex- would have occurred to me on a biea- 
posed. We have had 'disputed succes- sure of this sort woulJ have been the ex- 
sions to the Crown-^we have had formid- pense of it. Then the noble lord called 
able rebellions—we have been threatened it a remedial” statute. Whut meaning 
by the most serious attacks from without— the noble lord affixes to the word “ reme- 
thc disaffected at home .kave been in the dial,” 1 am ignorant. But mylion. and 
most intimate connexion, and known to learned friend, the solicitor-genera), main- 
be in the most intimate connexion v/itb« tained that it is a part of the king’s pre- , 
very powerful enemies abroad, But in no rogative to send foreigners out of the 
period of our history did it ever occup.to country at his*pleasure. If I did net mis- 
any statesman to propose a measure like under.*.tand jny bon. and learned friend, 
the present till the unfortunate and extra- he asserted, that the powers given by 
ordinary events of 1792. Plad ^ been in this act are already a part of the king’s 
public life at that period, 1 have no hesi- prerogative, and that this act only gives 
tation in saying that 1 should have disap- | the power of more effectually and conve- 
proved of this measure then; and from all { niently exercising this prerogative. Now, 

1 have learned since, 1 am now of opinion Sir, 1 have a very great res{fl:ct for my ■> 
that at that time it was unnecessary and ,hun.' and learned friend, and great de¬ 
unwise. If any gentleman thinks any ad- fereiice for his opinions; but he must per- 
vantage can be made of this avowal in the, mit me to say, that he did not offer one 
present debate, he is at perfect liberty to argument or reasoq to support this doc- 
use it. But I am not obliged to argue tilts trine; and notwithstanding the autho- - 
pow—1 am not obliged to afgue that the rity of my hon. and learned friend, 1 
measure was imprope? in 1792: for the should think it wholly unr\yce8sary to rc- 
circumstances which gave rise to it then vert to this part of the argument, but 
no longer exist. We are not now in the that 1 think it incumbent on me to^rotest 
situation of 1792. There is no poibt Af against such a doctrine, and to declare 
resemblance between the two periods; that I kffow of no such doctrine in the 
some grounds, therefore, ought now to be law of England. Neither now, nor in 
shown for the adoption of this measure. 1792, when a similar tUlWTlne was at- 
’ But one word has been said on the tempted to be set up, has there been one 
subject-pnot an attempt has been made argument or aidhority adduced to hear 
to show the'illfadow of a reason for passings out such a position. My lion, and learne# 
this bill. Tl|e miniyte/s have upt men- friend had to contend against’ Magna 
tioned or a^uded tefa single fact to jus- Charta anefa host of other statutes, against 
tify the subjicting such a, muaber ^ ai^ority of lord Colte, and ag^st 
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the undeviating practice of the law of 
England; and what had my hon. and 
learned friend to set against this ? A loose 

S assage, or rather part of a passage, in 
ilaclutone—;an opinion of, 1 think, sir 
William Northey, and his own, opinion. 
Of all these, I must take the liberty to say, 
the last authority is infinitely the best. My 
hon. and learned friend’s opinion 1 should 
think very great, authority if it came from 
any other part of the House than that 
where he happens to sit. But I must be 
excused if, on a point of prerogative law, 
1 do not consider the opiniotA of (he at« 
torney and solicitor generals ^ the best 
authority. For the passage in Blackstone, 
it consists of a few loose words at the end 
of a sentence, without quoting any autho¬ 
rity whatever; and I believe it is thesrnly 
instance in that autl^r of his ^advancing a 
material proposition in law without citing 
his authority. 1 have looked at the pas¬ 
sage since^for I had forgot there was any 
such assertion in Blackstone; and it is of 
the«loose and vague sort I have stated. 
But I wish my hon. and learned friend 
had read a little further in Blackstone, 
when he was about it; he w'ould have 
found in the next paragraph, that Black¬ 
stone quotes the passage which has been 
referred to in Magna Ghana; and the 
words of Montesquieu alluding to it— 
who mentions, with praise and admira¬ 
tion, that the English ‘had made the 
protection of foreigners a ^art of their 
national liberties i Sir, our ancestors, by 
a policy, equally prudent and liberal, 
when stipulating with their monarch for 
their own privileges, made it a part of 
ihose stipulatiotis *thtt foreigners should 
be protected. This has remained the law 
of England ever since. The king has nq 
more power in England over a foreigner, 
so he be not an alien enemy, than over a 
native. He is entitled to the equal pro¬ 
tection of the same laws. When he sets 
his foot on English soil, he i% under the 

{ irotection of^English laws ; he is by the 
aws of England no more subject to the 
capriqe of a secretary of state than an 
Englishman. It is a part of the liberties 
of England, and pf Englishitien, that 
every man in En^and shall have the 
equal bem^hw'of the laws of England, 
with no iqpre distinction between the fo¬ 
reigner and the native, than between the 
peer ai^ the peasant; and there is noj 
sin^e direumstance in our polmy'that has 
tended* more than this to t^»e the cha¬ 
racter of this country in the opinion of 
foreign nation!. 
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It is said this power must vreside in the 
sovereign powef of every state, and Puf- 
fendorf is quoted. It is very true the 
sovereign power in every state has the 
right to dismiss foreigners from the terri- 
tory'of the state, and foreign nations have 
no right by the law of nations tb /complain 
of the exercise of this right, if it be not 
exercised invidiously against one particu¬ 
lar nation. But the present is not a ques¬ 
tion of the law of nations, but the law of 
England. The king is jjortlie sovereign 
power in England—the parliament, king, 
lords, and commons, are the sovereign 
power of Englanik Certain parts of the 
sovereignty have been delegated to the 
king. But, except in so far as these parts 
of the sovereignty have been delegated to 
him, the king is no more the sovereign of 
England than-the lords alone, or the com¬ 
mons alone, are the sovereign of England. 
The king is the head and organ oi‘ the 
state in its foreign afiairs, and it is said this 
is a part of its foreign afiairs. It is no 
doubt so far a foreign affair that if a fo¬ 
reigner be misused, his sovereign or his 
nation has a right to complain. But it is 
more than a foreign affair—it is a domestic 
affair—it is a part of .our municipal law, 
tfiat tyranny shall not be cxercik;d in 
England over any man, be he native or 
foreigner; and the king, by the law of 
England, has no more power over the one 
than the other. 

The noble lord mentioned two reasons 
’that might exist, for granting such a power 
as is bestowed by this bill; first, the dan¬ 
ger of foreigners disturbing your own go¬ 
vernment; and, secondly, the danger of 
their carrying information to foreign coun¬ 
tries. Now, it is obvious that this last re¬ 
fers only to a time of war—to information 
that may be conveyed to an enemy. But 
where is the danger of conveying informa¬ 
tion to an enemy, when we have no longer 
a#y enemy existing ? As to raisiDg com¬ 
motions in this country, is there any body 
who seriously entertains such an appre¬ 
hension ? is there any body who really 
believ|6*th?t at this moment there is any 
danger to the governihent, from any fo¬ 
reigners who may resort to the country? 
The noble lord says, that certain principles 
may havq been put down, but they cannot 
be yet extinguished. Does the noble lord* 
believe, or will he say that he believes, 

I there i^any danger to this ^ountry from 
any principles that rcmaiixunextinguish- 
ed ? It is TldicdloA to tmk of it. The 
^Qoble lord has said, would ^roil throw open 
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the country lo all the spirits that lately 
surrounded Buonaparte ?—I am not much 
of a believer in spirits, or their power, and 
I am very sure that the common law of 
£n|^land is quite sufficient to defeat all 
their maclrinations. But those spirits that 
surrounded Buonaparte, seem at any rate 
not much given to republican notions, or 
much disposed to resist authority. 

‘J.'herc if only one other observation 
which has bees), made in support of the bill, 
which I am desirUus to notice. The noble 
lord has said it will not be^displeasing to 
foreign powers. Tjiiis is with me the 
strongest reason for opposipg it. 1 cannot 
consent to part with the genuine princi¬ 
ples of English policy in compliment to 
the arbitrary notions of foreign raonarchs. 
I would rather endeavour to persuade 
them to adopt some of the maxims of Eng- 
glish policy. I Cannot consent to enter 
into a combination with them, to introduce 
into England tyrannical principles un¬ 
known to the genius of our laws. But I 
would rather counsel them, if they would 
retain the throne which they have re-ac¬ 
quired, to transplant to their own coun¬ 
tries some of the liberal and wise institu¬ 
tions this. I cannot therefore, Sit*, 
consent to a measure whicli, without any 
ground of necessity laid for it, places* iij^ 
the hands of a secretary of state an arbi¬ 
trary power unknown to our constitution— 
subject to* the greatcst^abusc, even in the 
hands of the best intcnlioned minister— 
which renders him a tool and instrument 
of oppression the most grievous? in the 
hdnds of some concealed informer not so 
well intentioned as himself, It is said he 
is under the control of parliament—that 
he is answerable to parliament. In what 
way is parliament to arrive at the know¬ 
ledge of the facts, if abuse have been com¬ 
mitted i In what way is an inquiry to be 
conduifted^ How are we even to discoveur 
that inquiry is necessary ? Hpw are we 
to learn sutRcient to judge whether it is 
probable the power has been ^used, and 
right that inquiry should be ins^tuted? 
It is in the very nature of the power ^le- 
manded that the proceedings should be 
secret and concealed. It is in its very na¬ 
ture that its exercise should be without re- 
ipedy or control. I oppose it, tllerefore, 
on thi^ ground—that it gives occasion to 
oppression and to wrong; for which, in the 
nature bf the ^ng, there can exist‘no re¬ 
medy. Sir, fol flies^reasons 1 cannot 
consent to the banging up this report. 

Mr. Serjeant Best said, that the idea, 
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that ‘the king by virtue of his prerogative 
could send aliens out of the country, did 
not rest on Blackstone alone. Blackatone 
had quoted Puftendorf, who was a liberal 
writer, to prove that tne law of nations, 
which in questions of national law was the 
law of England, necessarily vested such 
an authority in the sovereign power oi* 
every state. Lord Grenville, too, in the 
debate on the alien bill, iif 1702, said that, 
in former days, the Crown was entrusted 
with a power o^cr aliens, and the preroga¬ 
tive in that jrespect was considered very 
^tensive. -•^Lord Loughborough was of 
the same opinion. He was not aware of 
any decided case on the subject: but in 
questions of English law, in the absence 
of decided cdscs, the opinions of learned 
men were of weight. By the statute 27th 
Edw. 3rd it Vas enacted, that merchant 
strangers might safely come and remain 
in the realm with safe conduct. It thus 
appeared, that in those days the broad 
principle of admitting strangers was iaoC 
adopted, but only those were suffered to re¬ 
side here whom we could get something by. 
He believed there was not a state in the 
world in which the sovereign had not a 
power over >forcigncrs. The English con* 
stitution was made 'for the benefit of Eng¬ 
lishmen, not of foreignersv It was true 
lhat while they remained here they bught 
to have all the benefit of the English Jaw,, 
but tliey ought not to have the power of 
staying here sM long as they pleased. He 
acknowledged* that in 1732 the state of 
things was not the same as at present, but 
the measure was befitting any state of 
things. It was said, JhS power might be 
abused, but so might all powers.. If any 
minister abused the powers given him by 
the act, he might be called to account. 
As for the Habeas Corpus aqt, he did not ' 
luiow what that act had to do with the 
present case, for fore%ners were not men¬ 
tioned in any part of it. It was establish¬ 
ed for the benefit of. Eoglishmeq. He 
shou)^, therefore, support th^ bill, as he 
thought it necessary to give effect to the 
prerogative of the Crown, and as ffot a 
single instance of the power being abused 
since the year 1792 had been adduced. 

Sir Samuel Bomilly though 

it was of little consequence in the consi¬ 
deration of the question before the Houses 
what the law was, yet it was df gfbatimpor- 
thnee th{ft most erroneous opinioi^s put 
forth by laW^ers of rank and eminence, 
.should not go ottt to Uie country without 
contradiction. His three Idlrned friends 
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had quoted Mr. Justfbas^ackstone as an abused, in spite of the many instances 
authority that the liingHawl the power which had been mentioned. It was ab- 
to send aliens out oi'thc couj^y. Now, surd to taik of calling ministers to account 
any one w;ho turned to -&ackstone for the exercise of u power from the very 
would see that'fie was authority for nature of which no evidence of its abuse 
no such proposition : but that he stated could be brought forward. Aa the power 
that which the warmest advocate for was in itself so objectionable, afid as the 
the royal prerogative (and few went fur- opinion of its antiquity only rested on the 
ther than his learned friend who spoke authority of bis three learned friends, who 
last) would now maintain. Blackstone were evidently misled by the suj^posed au- 
stated, that the king had the power to thority of Blaclcstone, he should oppose 
send aliens back to thcii^^ewn country, the motion. * 

That this was not law was evident from Mr. Ybr^e ^id, he could not understand 
, what had passed after thef treaty oV in what manner tjie hon. member who had 
Amiens. This country’had stipulated by spoke last had., gotten rid of that most 
tliat treaty to send back to France all | learned commentator’s opinion, Mr. Justice 
murderers, forgers, and fraudulent bank- Blackstone. He never had entertained a 
rupts : yet even to fulfi] this*stipnlatiQn it doubt hut that the Crown had the power 
had been necessary to pass a specific act of sending all aliens out of the country, 
of parliament. Could any bne pretend, with the exception of foreign merchants, 
after this, that the Crown bad the power Magna Charta and the slatute of Edward 
which Blackstone so unfoundedly ascribed 3rd protected this trading class of men, 
to it ! But it was necessary to protest upon the principle that exceptio probat 
against this doctrine, or we might soon regularo.” The protection given by the 
see some practical effects of it. They statute of Edward 3rd was to merchant* 
knew not how soon, if this power of the strangers and others, that was other mer- 
prerogative were admitted, the ministers chants. The first part of it protected 
might send back the Spanish liberates or merchant-strangers in coming to and go- 
the French emigrants to theit respective big from the country, but the other^should 
countries to perish at the stake or on the only be subject*to the usual customs. As 
scaffold. But the learned serjeant, as lie^ J^e'understood it, therefore, the first class 
cotildhndnothingtosupporthisargumentin was to.be protected as to their persons, and 
Coke or Dyer’s Reports, had had recourse to the others should be obliged to pay no more 
the Parliamentary Debates, tmd notsatisfied than the usual customs. This was of itself 
with quoting as undoubted law the opinion ' a pretty strong proofof the ancient custom 
of an attorney^gencral, given at the instance on this question. But Coke upon Little- 
of a secretary of state had proceeded to ton hadtfurther distinctly statea, that the 
quotethewordsofasecretaryofstatealone, uniform practice in former times was, that 
jSucb was the foundation on which aperma- when an alien pame over into this countrj'’, 
ttentalien4>ill was raised, which gave these- if he were a merchant, be mighthaVea 
cretary of state power, not only to banish, house; but if an alien and not a merchant, 
but to imprison in time of peace, all alieifs the king then took possession of the bouse, 
at his pleasuce! Where had there been Thjs, then was another proof of the an* 
an instance of the exercise of this newly-* cient usage, and would complete^ stop 
discovered prerogative i Of the exercise the mouths of those gentlcmpn who so 
of powers claimed under the nrerogative, strongly maintained that it had alwaya 
but which were now.iJniver8a]ly reprobated been the habit of this country to en* 
M illegal, ma*ny instances Were to be ^und courage t^ residence of all sorts of fo- 
in Rymer’s Fcedera, and other collections reigwn. Some further authorities, he 
state papers, but of the exercise of this fwottm eke td the House as additional 
power not one instance was tosbe found, proofs of what he had already urged, and 
except u solitary^, case in the^rei^n of first from the {mrliaroent rolls of 1 Rich. 
jHenry ithsNntwitbstanding the|einptation 2nd, containing the petition of the House 
which some sovereigns must have nad to of Com*mons to the Crown, and the tUf 
^ercise it, if it existed, and especially swers to it by the latter. The petition ^ 
^oedn Eliiablth^ who was so frequently the House was, that it bei^apted tlibt all 
m disuger from foreign emissai'iel, • It was ' aliens 'should avoid the remm; that those 
surpriiRng. that his learned^ friehd who foreigners how ih^e country should l»ke 
spokh kst^ assert that t]^ powers^ shipping at Dover for Ci^aitf, and be 
granted to dK ministers never been for ^od behaviour. TheHoiuehadbOen 

♦ 
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told that thh king was i^o sovereign, but 
that the sovereignty was vested in the king { 
and parliament. If this were the fact, what' 
could ail this mean I Did not this peti¬ 
tion directly show that the prerogative of 
turning ali;^ns out of the kingdom was vested 
in the Gk-own? He would always stand 
up for the king’s prerogative. It was ns 
much intended for the protection of the 
people, at the privileges given to the 
House of Copimons were mdant to assert 
and sustain the r%hts and liberties of the 
nation. The petition of the 1st of Richard 
5ind also prayed that all Bbhemians and 
others should depart thd kingdom. The 
answer of the king to this petition was, 
that they should be warned to avoid the 
realm. The Sth Henry 4th also was ano¬ 
ther authority. The petition of the Com¬ 
mons in this instance prayed that all aliens, 
with the exception of the impotent and 
Dutchmen, might be sent out of the king¬ 
dom. In the first year of Henry 5th a 
law was passed on this question, and it 
was enacted that all aliens should depart 
the realm, with the exbeption of alien 
merchants, who were suffered to reside in 
the country under the king’s will and plea¬ 
sure. .And here it would be observed^ 
that it*was found necessary to pass a law 
with regard to tlie foreign merchants, 
and the prerogative was nut found su^' 
cient. Upon these various authorities he 
considered the ancient.prerogative of the 
Crown had been completely established, and. 
that even without tbe authority of Mr. 
Justice Blackstone, the House nvglit be 
satisfied that the sovereign had an absolute 
prerogative to send aliens out of tbc king¬ 
dom, With respect to tlie' opinion of sir 
Edward Nortbey, was it considered that 
attorncys-gener^ at that time wereallowed 
to twist and turn the laws whichever way 
they pleased i Ilut who was sir Edward 
North<^ i He was a very skilful and emi¬ 
nent 1aw}’br, contemporaiy with some of 
the most profound men in di^ same pro¬ 
fession, among whom were lord Harcourt 
and lord Raymond, and twict fi^ed the 
office of attorney-general. Was this, then, 
a man who would lightly hazard an Bpi-' 
nion of this nature i Previous to the year 
1792, the Crown was able, its mere 
prerogative, to prevent'the disturbances 
chat .would otherwise have, arisen: but 
when troops of aliens came over at once, 
and swarmed^ie countfy, then dt was 
found requisitewo ves|^ ^r^r power in 
the Crown, jpnd to^paas the mitfl act. 
There was, pra^ua to die enactment’ of 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 
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this law, no mode of turning these med» 
dling, troublesome fellows out of the coun¬ 
try, except that of indictment, which was 
considered by far too tedious.- He there¬ 
fore thought it would bb thefteightof im- 
prudened now to withdraw the bill, 
without passing a new one in its stead. 
If, as some hon. gentlemen contend¬ 
ed, no prerogative was vested in the 
Crown, then there was, and it could not 
be denied, the more necessity for the 
bill. He most sincerely hoped this would 
be made a jpeifnanent measure; aq|jl al- 
ffiough he.^hould wish that all sort of 
kindness and respect should be paid to the 
aliens, yet it was not the prdicy of this 
country to keep within itself a troop of 
aliens, always'prepared to destroy it. Were 
tliei? arts or manufactures required ? Was 
there not already poplblation sufficient to 
the demand ! And was it not known that, 
under tlie mask of hospitality, they were 
continually meditating mischief and des¬ 
truction to the very state that protecied 
them. 

Mr. IFy«n was ani'ious to express his 
opinion on this bill before it went through 
another stage. A great deal 'had been 
said respeeving the sovereignty of the king. 
Where did the sovereignty ot this country 
exist f The term was, indeed, as a mark 
’of honour and respect, given to the king 
alone; but the sovereign authority existed 
in the king and*the parliament: there only 
could it be pihpcrly said to reside; and a 
any hon. member maintained that the pre¬ 
rogative of sending alieni out of the 
country was vested in the Crown, by him 
the sovereignty must bo sqpnosed as only 
existing in the kingj* This, W^ntendedt 
was a most absurd and ridiculous notion, 
and contrary to all the established rules of 
the constitution. The right bon. gentle¬ 
man who last sat down, Itad been at mucli 
pains to persuade tbo House -that by the 
common law this prerogative existed in the 
king; but he would put it to the House 
whether, for the last, bundled and fi^y 
years, amidst the many troubles and dan¬ 
gers in which country had heon in¬ 
volved, one single instants of the exercise 
of this prerogatiice CMuld be given ? Did 
our forefathiws conuil^ that this power 
was vestedm the Crow^nlwoi^ disused ? 
One single'ip^imi^ ih the reign of Henry 
4th, and e '^ij^ by the parliament to 
Richard b^d been cited by the right 
bon gendei^'^^ho had so streiiiously 
and madfuhy'niia^itaiitied that the BoH^ 
matna alatni^ra. TjbNe nght htuu 
[2 S) ' 
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fnember Mettied to have forgotten that an 
act of parliament was passed to punish 
capitally all such gipsies; as it was the 
then received opinion that they had a 
supernatural* charfti, which tended to de¬ 
stroy the peace and happiness of the 
nation. It was said that there were 20,000 
aliens now in tin's country, and that was 
the excuse for passing the bill; but were 
there not Its nfany and even more than 
20,000 in the country before the French 
revolution i It had always |^een the policy 
of t||e House of Hanover to^protcct dis¬ 
tressed foreigners, and it had^Iwayh beeft 
the pride of an Englishman that the fetters 
of the slavA were knocked off the moment 
he sat his foot on British land. There 
were primd fade several * cases which 
ehowea, that the king in former times had 
not the power to send foreigners out of 
the kingdom. For instance, it was on 
record, that in the reign of Charles 2nd, 
when the prerogative was stretched to the 
utipost, the king dared not attempt to send 
out of the country a Frenchman who had 
deprived his majesty of one of his favourite 
mistresses. But having forbidden this 
Frenchman the court, and yet, seeing him 
seated ^ith his conquest at tke theatres, 
his majesty complained to the sovereign 
of France, who^at length recalled his sub- 
jecti ’■ Thus Charles 2nd was relieved from* 
the mortification of seeing his triumphant 
rival, and the French writer who recorded 
the anecdote lamented, ttV.ly, that any 
sovereign should not be empowered to 
send the causb of such an annoyance out 
of the country. There might be persons 
I even in our owp times who would join in 
4hd lamentations of this writer, and there¬ 
fore approve of an alien bill, but he cer¬ 
tainly could not concur with them in sup¬ 
porting a measure so liable to abuse, and 
for which no* necessity whatever existed.' 
As to the assertion of the learned scijeant, 
that the liberty of England was for the 
enjoyment of Englishmen only, he could 
not conceive*upon ^bat authority such an 
opinion rested. For he had always been 
taught to think that the moment any man, 
however previously enslaved, touched Bri¬ 
tish soil, he became entitled ^ freedom. 
Such hadl^e g t he doctrine of aU our con- 
•Ututionarwnters, and such whs his de¬ 
cided opinion. * j 

Lord Miltfn observed, that many ex- 
kraoeotts twics had been introduiped in the \ 
coun^of debate; the merc^question i 
whether the House would dlow the enact-' 
ment o£ n, nm law agabst alkina ? The' 


period of 1793 bad been referred to, but 
such reference was only made in the ab¬ 
sence of all better argument, since no such 
comparison was warranted by circum¬ 
stances. It was not merely a (;[uestion that 
regarded aliens; for the abuse the mea¬ 
sure might materially injure the'rights of 
the natural born subject. The right hon. 
gentleman opposite (Mr. Yorke) had 
avowed his wish that the childr^ of aliens, 
who were in fhet natural ly>rn subjects, 
should be sent out of tluwcountry. 

Mr. Yorke explained, that his wish was, 
that the sons of aliens should be deemed 
dangerous, am\ t*heir sons, natural born 
subjects, entitled to all their rights. 

Lord Milton proceeded to quote the 
words of Mr. Burke, who had , declared 
that a bill like the present, in time of 
peace, would be too great for liberty, and 
would give too much pother into the bands 
of ministers. Thus the noble lord, a great 
statesman indeed, had against liim the 
authority of one whom some might think 
a little greater.' He opposed the bill 
chiefly because*it might be an engine of 
oppression to drive from this country those 
who fled from the tyranny of their own 
sovereigns: it might be used against the 
noble South Ariiericans now struggling for 
lijierty, in whose favour all hearts beat, 
though few tongues ventured to avow it. 
He wo'uld desert, that the government of 
Spain was an odious tyranny, ahd he sin- 
.ccrely hoped that,the designs of'the 
“ bcl&ved Ferdinand" would be defeated. 
Fie would not consent to a bill which 
would render England the means of en¬ 
trapping the destitute, instead of conti¬ 
nuing their place of refuge as in all former 
times. He warned the House against 
giving entire credence to the right hon. 
gentleman who maintained that all pre¬ 
rogatives which the Crown possessed at 
qny former time should be revive and 
continued. ^ 

Mr. Banns rosg amid loud cries for the 
question. He complained that the case 
which, had^been mentioned some nights 
ago his absence during the last discus- 
*sion on the bill, bad been grossly misre¬ 
presented. He asferted that the power 
with which government was invested by 
the alien act, had been grossly abused, 
and especially in the case of the twq per¬ 
sons whom be had meatioped on a former 
evening. For ihosc per^r bad come 
into this countcy^olely (hr commercial 
purposes, and yet \hey wejje sent away 
without any cause aaaign^,' One of them 
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was stated to be his relation, which was 
erroneous; for the individuali though of 
the same name, was a different person. 
But what aggravated the case was this 
fact, that one man was sent out of the 
country instead of another, who happened 
to be o^the same name [Hear!]. This 
fact the hon. member stated his ability to 
prove, by producing the man actually sent 
away through that mistake, for he w'as 
actually now in London, wrhile the other 
was no more. , 

Mr. Addington said, he hoped the House 
would allow him to say a few words, being 
charged with illiberality.. In fact*, from 
the defectiveness of his sight, he protested 
he did not know whether uie hon. member 
was in the House or not, jon a former oc¬ 
casion. He was really astonished, how¬ 
ever, to hear the hon. member say, that 
M. la Bouchere* was no relation of his. 
All he could reply was, that he had a 
letter in his office from the hon. member, 
requesting permission that M. la Bouchere 
might be permitted to land, he being a 
relative of his, and coming into this country 
merely for commercial purposes. 

Mr. Baringt in explanation, observed, 
that if, such a letter could be produced, it 
would* indeed astonish hkn, for he must 
have stated what was not Uie fact. There 
was a gentleman of that name, a relative-, 
of his, but the individual in question was 
none at all. ‘ 

The House then divided, when the, 
numbers were ' ■ • ‘ 

. For receiving the Report...... 148 

Against it. 48 

Majority . 100 

Sir Samuel Romilly then moved, that 
instead of two, the bill be renewed for 
onl^ one year. Upon which the House 
divided; 

F8r the amendment . 44 . 

Agaimtit...y.... 124 

Majdrity.80 

The galley was not re-opened,*but we 
have been fayoured with the following* 
brief sketch qf what passed during the 
exclusion of strangers. As soon as the 
division on Sir Samuel itomilly’qamend- 
ment^was ended, 

S\i'James Meuikintosh proposed anew 
clause,, to gure^ect to tbit right ofmipeal 
to the privy b\ncil, \mch Uie hiu held 
out to aliens 48 a iecwlijri>ut which aRer 
the decifioa tigipittt heering eoamaelf io 
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the case of the baron dTmbert, (which he 
must presume to be right), was rendered 
perfectly nugatory. Did tlie House in¬ 
tend to afford a real safeguard to aliens by 
this appeal ? When the privy council 
were required to judge of the validity of the 
reasons or excuses of the alien, were 
they also to grant to the privy council all 
the means of forming a right judgment. 
Now, unless the charge mas in some de¬ 
gree communicated to the accused, there 
could be no defence. -Unless there was a 
defence, thert>could be no fair trial. Un¬ 
less there ^as a fair trial, the judges were 
reouired t<) judge without any means of 
judging rightly. To accomplish this pur¬ 
pose, he had prepared a clause, which he 
should now read to the House: 

“»And in order the better to enable the 
lords of his^ majestyfs must honourablo 
privy council, to judge of the sufficiency 
of such excuse or reason, so alleged by 
such alien as aforesaid; Be .it further 
enacted, That the lords of his majesty’s most 
honourable privy council, shall caus^ to 
be delivered to such alien in writing a ge¬ 
neral summary of the matters alleged 
against him, and shall allow him reasonable 
time to pr^are his defence, and that it 
shall and may be Igwfnl for him ^^to sum‘- 
mun, and examine upon oath witnesses, 
before the said lords of hi^ majesty^ tgost 
honourable privy council, and to be beard 
before them by himself, or his counsel, ia 
support of the excuse or reason by him 
allied.” : 

The House would obser\% what he did 
not ask. He did not presume to ask a 
specific and detailed^ accusation. Hq 
did not ask, that witnessed should be ex^ 
amined on oath, in presence oOlhe nccus- 
d, that they should be confronted witli 
im, that he should have the privilege of 
, cross-examining them. Hj did not ven^ 
ture to propose a triq) by jury, under tlie 
eye of a humane and vigilant public. Ha 
did not den^nd the common secnirities for 
innocence, without which thg law<of Eng¬ 
land presumed, that ito man could be 
justly doomed, to the al^Kt^tpunisbgient. 
These he' not dare to, propose for 
aliens, tbiit is, foirt^se.who needed le¬ 
gal proteetioo thq i^mdywhq were more 
obnoxiousi^o ^vulgar and least 

covered by the hatdral defeecea of con¬ 
nexion and Bat thme, he well 

knew, were uie Jnxories of* criminal jus^ 
tice reset^ed oi^foy Englishmen, i They 
had tl^is ni^li^d, .that English liberty 
was opIylprlSb^hiilipeni 
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and English humanity woidd by this biU 
t>e confined to EngHshmen also. All that 
he ventured to propose was, that a 
person, such as had been described by 
his hon.and learned friend (sir S. Romilly), 
a merchant who had resided fifty years 
in this country, who had formed all his 
connexions and friendships here, a man of 
large fortune, estimable character, should 
not be liable to be expelled, at an hour’s 
notice, from his home of choice, which de- 
much respect as the 


AlkttJiUl. 


im 


of deciding whether a man wfte to be id)> 
solved or punish^. . He had not compared 
the first to the inquisition; the second was 
precisely the mode pursu^ by the inqui¬ 
sition. 

Mr. Pommhjf animadverted with force 
and severity on the confusion of an exami¬ 
nation, to determine whether a man should 
be committed to take his trial, with an 
examination to determine whether he 
should be punished. * 

served, perhaps, as much respect as the I Lord Castlereagh thought the proposed 
homeofchance, without hsrfing the shadow | clause would be equivalent to a repeal of 

of anv means left to prove hil perfect in« ; the alien law, Which was a measure of po- 
•' • * . i :_ .-1 _—_- f ,- 


nocence, or to demonstrate that this ba¬ 
nishment would be a cruel oppression to 
jbim, without in the least contributing to 
the safety of the state. All* he implored 
the House to grant was, that the privy 
council should in this juri^iction stop 
one step short of the holy inquisition : the 
only tribunal on earth which wholly con¬ 
ceals the -accusation, and the accusers 
from the accused. He repeated, that he 
didhot expect the fullness and precision of 
an indictment. Sbme mere general no¬ 
tice of the nature of the charge, was all 
he presumed to hope. He called only for 
qome frail security for innoeeqt men, for 
some light to guide judges to righteous 
judgment, and if this clause were rejected 


of the present and future times, to decide 
the character of a measure^ which required 
chat men should be dooB|ed to severe 
punishment, without even jr general no¬ 
tice of the charge on which they were to 
be convicted. He had at any rate dis- 
icharged his consqence, by struggling to 
'prevent the privy comicil »om being com¬ 
pelled to dbt on the principles of the inqui¬ 
sition. c 

The resolution was then moved and se¬ 
conded. * 

Mr. WethereU wopdered, that his learn¬ 
ed friend should so much reprobate the 
proposed power to be vested jn the privy 
council,* of imprisoBiRg an alien without 
bearing his witnesses or h(is counsel, which 
was no more than the council had always 
-done to naturd born su^ectS mi . charges 
of tremnaad seditiCo., Heira^iatremely 
^qnUhed to hear his, learned ^nd ctra- 
pat^ tiii8\^4!howd proceeditua^btiie 1n- 
ifibition. * > ’ 

ir jToiqp; ^acUntoih, k.exphmatmn, 
ld!’‘ that he was much more a^nishod 
f6 Ms leatned friend confibund an iox- 
arniinyk <>'^i°ittal*and a Snbse* 



ilcy not to be executed according to judi¬ 
cial forms. He* said that it would only 
give the alien an opportunity of reviling 
the government, and putting the ministers 
on their trial. 

Sir John Newport asked, what sort of 
law was it whicli would* be entirely de¬ 
feated by the most distant approach to¬ 
wards justice ? 

Sir S. Itomilljf animadverted in terms of 
the keenest poignancy upon the grievance 
apprehended by lord Castlereagh, that 
government was likely to be reviled at a 
secret hearing-—that the ministers were to 
hp put on their trial before the privy coun¬ 
cil, or, in other words, before themfelves. 
After some farther discussion, it was 


he ^.Qlfuinly to all impartial men, reed, that sir James Mackintosh should 

^ j i-.- 1 . - i. jjg ^0 bring up his clguse, in order 

that it might be entered on the journals as 
a protest, and that the division should 
take place on the question, whether the 
clause should stand part of the bill. 

Mr. Ponsonbpitim. pressed the necessity 
of an adjournment, to give an opportunity 
of a full discusrion of so important a clause 
at an hour better adapted for that purpose. 
[It was then two o’clock.] 

This was strongly resisted, and gave 
ris&toawarm conversation, in which sic 
S. Bomilly, Mr. Aberccomby, Mr.^Attor- 
ifey-Gener^, lord Binning, loQrd Castle- 
reagb, and Sir James Mackintosh, took a 
part. * 

Mr. dedared hu intention of di- 

vidii]^on every possible occasion, so as 
{•to fdree an adjournment of a matter of 
such moment to a fit rime, and pledged 
himself to persevere as bng as his bodfiy 
strengthihdd mit. 

Lord Castlereagh accepted the efadjeng#, 
though he owned the appeal of Mr.* Wynn 
to his own rtrei^th U)Dh*s^parent]y very 
iormtdable. , f 

two divisTms, wh^ under dif- 
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iournment, iord Castler^gh moved that 
the bill be now engrossed (which would 
preclude further amendments in that stage) 
on which Mr. Wynn moved that this de. 
bate be adjourned till Thursday. JLord 
Castlerea^h seeing the determination of the 
other side, and considering the state of the 
Speaker’s health, atlength yielded, and the 
debate, at three o’clock in the morning, 
was adjou|;ped till Thursday. 

List of the Minority in the course of the 
above Divisions, 


Abercrombie, hon. J. 
Althorp, viscount 
Barham, Jos. 

Baring, Alex. 

Brand, hon. T. 
Browne, Dom. 
Burdett, sir F. 
Calcraft, John ^ 
Campbell, gen. 
Cavendish, lord G. 
Duncannon, vise. 
Fergusson, sir R. C. 
Folkestone, vise. 
Finlay, Kirkman 
Forbes. Charles 
Gaskcll, Ben. 
Gordon, Robert 
Grant»J. P. 

Guise, sir W. 
Hamilton, lord A. 
Horner, Francis 
Iloworth, H.. 
Flughes, W. L. 
jervoise, G. P. 

Junes, John 
Leader, W. 
lAmb, hon. W. 


Latouche, R., jun. 
Ifemon, sir W. 
Lyttelton, hon. W. II. 
Mackintosh, sir J. 
Marlin, John 
Milton, viscount 
Monck, sir C. 
Newport, sir John 
North, Dudley 
Osborne, lord F. 
Ossulstun, lord 
Ponsonby, rt. hon. G. 
Power, Richard 
Priltie, hon. F. A. 
Ramsden, J. C. 
Ranchffe, lord 
Romilly, sir Sam. 
Rugself, lord Wm. • 
Sefton, earl of 
Smith, John •.. 
Talbot, R. W. 
'Herney, Ft. hdn. G. 
Waldegrave, hon. ckp. 
Wharton, John 
Williams, Owca 
W ynn, C. W. 
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Epucation of the Poor of 
Metropolis.] Mr. Brougham 
pursuant to notice to move for the ay- 
pointmeni of a select committee to in¬ 
quire into the state of the Education of 
the Lower Orders of the people in London, 
Westminsier, and Southwarlf. > As he 
understood that it was not intendet^ to 
make any opposition to his motion, he dief 
not think it was necessary long to occupy 
the attention of the House, netwithstand- 
^ing the great importance' of thtf subject. 
But.^et there were- two or three cases 
which lie coui^ hot for^ar to mention, 
because th’ej^o forcitw illustrated the 
necessity of some gemilal measure for the 
education o| the pdor. It was known 
that certain beheroleat Individuals bad 


for some time associated with a view to 
promote the education of the poor, and in 
the course of their meritorious inquiries 
such scenes of ignorance, accompanied by 
misery and vice, had Ufeen discovered, m 
it was sAocking to contemplate. Tliose 
gentlemen had collected much information 
with regard to the state of ignorance in 
the metropolis. Taking three districts of 
different descriptions in different parts of 
the town, one might form a fair average 
estimate of the condition of the people 
with regard td* education. For instance, 
taking St..Giles, which perhaps was the 
worse, next a district which might be 
deemed of a middling description, namely, 
from Covent-garden to the Strand, and 
thirdly, a qudrter which might be regarded 
of sbmewhat a higher order, namely, the 
Strand itself, extending to Northumber¬ 
land-house. In the first district the gen¬ 
tlemen alluded to, by inquiring from house 
to house, found that about 3,-000 adults 
were totally uneducated. But the lowest 
and most abandoned expressed the utmost 
anxiety to have their*children educated. 
Yet, in St. Giles there were no less than 
4i,S65 who had no education, or the means 
of obtaining it. After stating tiie number of 
children found uneducated, because their 
parents were incapable o^alFording to pay 
for their^ucation in the several -‘d^icts 
referred to, the hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man adverted to the state of the popula¬ 
tion of Sbad^ell, Limehouse, and other 
places to thb east of London. In that 
quarter there were about 14,000 Irish 
Catholics, who were employed principally 
about the river, and it was found upon 
examination, that *onIy 89 ynt of the 
whole number had received the common 
elements of education. The children of 
those poor people, who amounted to about 
4,000 were also without tlie means of edu¬ 
cation. But combining all the facts which 
had come to his knowledge, including 
those which related ^to Southwprk, and 
upon which he could*rely, from the rea- 
pectabilhy of the several gentlemen from 
whom he had derived bis informAtidh, he 
felt hirosey justified in stating, that out of 
the 1,050,0^ which, according to the 
last census, composfl^ |i|ft|>^aUon o< 
London, ho less tnaq 90 or 100,000 chil¬ 
dren were destiti^e of the means of edu¬ 
cation. Indeed he rqther apprehended 
Ivfrom some eircaoutmAies that he. under¬ 
rated h, andthat the poor children m ttmi 
deplordblle sts^ ignorance were neanet 
200j000.'‘ Ak to the means adopted By 
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certain associations to promote the diffu¬ 
sion of learning among the poor, the mem¬ 
bers of those associations were, no doubt, 
entitled to the utmost credit. It was im¬ 
possible. to mbntioi! the name of Mr. Jo¬ 
seph Fox, who was now unfortuAately no 
more, without applauding his truly liberal 
conduct. For this worthy man advanced 
from his own comparatively limited means 
no less tliaiJ 3,600/. to protect the Lan- 
casterian system of education from sinking 
under its pecuniary embarrassments. The 
gentlemen who co-operated!*with Mr. Fox, 
and who really were as diligenl as clerk# 
in a public office, were also 'entitled to 

S raise. High also was the claim of the 
rational Establishment, of which the right 
hon. gentleman in the Chair *was such an 
active member, to the gratitude of'the 
country, especially since it had got rid of 
its jealousy of any other institution. But 
however meritorious the national establish* 
ment and die British and Foreign school 
societies, supported as they were solely by 
voluntary contributions and spontaneous 
zeal, they were nof likely to accomplish 
much towards the removal of the igno¬ 
rance which existed in London. It was 
Imown that only about 3,009 children 
were educated by the* former, and not 
quite 2,000 by the latter. But what pro- 
• portioe-did tin's !)ear to the 90 or 100,000 
children conceived to be in want of educa¬ 
tion in London. After observing upon 
the grounds which he haA laid for his 
motion, the hon. and learned gentleman ad¬ 
verted to the dbveral charitable institutions 
in Xtondon intended by their founders for 
the education of the poor, but in which he 
reared ma^ ^rsons load not done what 
they oimbtT But the state and manage¬ 
ment of those schools would naturally be« 
come a fit subject for the examination of 
the proposed'committee in considering 
what funds were applicable to the educa¬ 
tion of the poor. He trusted, however, 
that parliament would not allow any prac¬ 
ticable tdeasuK for the education of the 
poor to want adequate funds. His pro- 
pouticn was, that a measure for the edu¬ 
cation of the poor under parliataentary 
sanction and on parliamenta^ 2itd should 
be tried in London, for without a^previous 
exper^enene should not deem dt' proper 
to ^ring forward any eenetal measure. 
But.if t^ «wriment should be found to 
suceeed m Londbn, he. would |hen re>< 
coiimu^bd the ^tension of^ibe to 
some great towns, for instance to 
Maiud^imer wd Salford. iietessity, 
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indeed, that called for some {fian to edu¬ 
cate the lower orders in those towns, the 
House would have some idea of from this 
fact, that within a certain time 9,756 mar¬ 
riages had taken place, in every one of 
wliich neither of the parties could enter 
their names in the parish books. The 
hon. and learned gentleman urged the 
propriety of establishing a school, in the 
first instance, for the preparatiop of school 
masters, in order that benevolent indivi¬ 
duals about to establisl^ schools might 
know where to apply for duly qualified 
teachers. Tlfroughout the arrangement 
which *he hoped tef sra established for the 
removal of ignorance and vice, he trusted 
that nothing would be admitted offensive 
to any religious opinions, while care 
should by ail means be taken that nothing 
be allowed to interfere with the just privi¬ 
leges of our national establishment, He 
would, indeed, be willing to take a model 
from the plan of public education estab¬ 
lished in Ireland with the support of the 
government; that plan was calculated to 
do much good, hut it was quite as neces¬ 
sary that a plan should be established in 
this country with tile liberal aid of the 
gpvernment. The hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman concluded with moving, “ 'fliat a 
select committee be appointed to inquire 
•Udo the education of the lower orders in the 
metropulis ;* and to report tl^eir observa- 
tiobs thereupon, together with the minutes 

the evidence taken before them, from 
time to time, to the House.” 

Mr. llfrottesley complimented the hon. 
and learned gentleman on the interest he 
had taken in go iipportant a subject, and 
was sure that tile best pffects would result 
from it. He alluded to a bill which he 
himself was about to bring forward rela¬ 
tive to the charitable institutions in this 
'Country, and observed, that the House 
would be astonished on learning* what 
large sums of money had alre&dy been 
expended b^ individuals to promote the 
object of general ellucation. 

A%r,a ftw words from general Thorn¬ 
ton aa^ alderman Atkins, on the success 
Vbiftliad dready attended the National 
Establishment, th# motion was agreed to, 
and the committee appointed. 

• 

loHiAX Isz.AK]}S.]. SiXf,Charles Monck* 
fbse, in pursuaifte of bis kiotice, to fi^ect 
Uie attention of^e Housyto* a conside¬ 
red^ vitally afff^ng thtf Interest of k 
people at present nwnumercj^Si but who, 
*ne fondly hoped, wpuId,^no very din 
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tant period,'become a great and consider¬ 
able nation. He had spent some happy 
days amongst that people, and in bis inter¬ 
course with them had discerned many ex¬ 
cellent and shining qualities in their.cha- 
racter thai justly entitled them to respect 
and priHection. Previous, however, to 
his submitting any motion to the House, 
it would be necessary for him to give a 
brief ouUiie their political history, for 
the purpose 9 f placing th*e circumstances 
of the case fairly‘before their contempla¬ 
tion. Thu Ionian islands had long been 
dependant on Venice, an<f continued in 
that state until the Ve&etian states were 
subdued by the arms of France in the 
year 1796. The destruction of the Aus¬ 
trian army at that period was followed by 
the treaty of Campo Forraio, in which 
France ceded to Austria all the ci-devant 
Venetian states, * reserving to herself the 
ci-devant Venetian islands, situated south 
of the Adriatic; and thus the French got 
possession of the Ionian islands. The 
Porte saw, with jealousy, the French en^ 
deavouring to establish themselves on the 
coast of Albania, and in 1799 invited the 
Russians to co-operate with her in cjcct- 
ing ti|f French from those islands; which 
being ejected, they formbd them into an 
independent state, under the name '^f 
“ The Republic of the Seven Islands.’^ 
He would not deny that they ^ere placed 
in vassalsTge to Turkey; but that worn, 
which, in our ears ponveyed an idea far 
removed from freedom, had a ver^ dif¬ 
ferent meaning in the Ionian islavds, for 
it implied nothing more than an acknow¬ 
ledgment of the superiority of Turkey, for 
which in return they received protection. 
In this state they continued until the 
peace of Amiens, when their political in¬ 
dependence was acknowledged both by 
France and this country. The forts Still 
continfibd occupied by Russian troops fo{ 
their protection, but the indenendence of 
the islands was guaranteed ^y all the 
powers of Europe. They accredited their 
own ministers to foreign state!, received 
those accredited by others, and regula^d 
their internal legislation free from all fo¬ 
reign interference. In 1807, Russia being 
defeated in the north of Europe by France, 
included a treaty with her conqueror at 
Tilsit^and by one of the secret articles 
Burrenaered thq^ islands^o the French 
emperoc ^T^fc event rglurally excited 
our jedoissie^ %nd si^h was our diseon*- 
tent, that le^d Collingwood, our com¬ 
mander m cbie{*in the Mediterranean, 
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prepared, in 1809, an expedition from 
Sicily to deliver the islands, from 

f lower of France. The orders given by 
ord Collingwood on tlmt occasion, to the 
officers commanding the expedition, had 
been laid on the twle. By them it was 
desired, that whenever a fort was reduced, 
the Septinsular flag should be hoisted, 
and not the British, as evidence to the 
inhabitants that our trodps cime not to 
conquer but to liberate. Proclamations 
were ordered J^o be issued to the same 
effect, protyisihg the people liberty and 
fedcpdndcn^e. With these circumstances 
before him, he could not conceive how 
the noble lord who conducted the nego- 
ciations for this country, at the congress 
of Vienna, could prove that the indepen¬ 
dence of those islands had not been be¬ 
trayed by Rlissia, and that the hopes sub¬ 
sequently held out by Great Britain had 
not been equally disappointed. The noble 
lord could not plead ignoranife of their 
claims to independence, and he hoped 
that he would not represent them as of 
little importance. An equal interest was 
attached to them, as if their power was 
greater. For when the principle of inde¬ 
pendence was agitated, the extent of ter¬ 
ritory, or the possession of power, made 
no distinction. Instead of obtaining the 
‘promisedindependence, thosepeoplS^re 
mocked with h 9 pes never to be realized, 
or insulted with the name of freedom, 
while the reality was carefully withheld. 
They were told that they enjoyed an in¬ 
dependence ; but it was af* the boon of 
foreign powers, v/ho could possess no 
rights to grant it. ^Thc}' were told that 
they enjoyed independence; bujt, it was at 
the will of a power who was appointed 
their protector. Their legislature was 
declared free; but there q;as a BriUsh 
'commissioner, who was empowered to 
regulate its proceedings. This was a 
state in which no legislature, even of a 
West India iifland, was^laced; forjn none 
of them could the king’s Vicegerent in- 
fluence or direct the proceedings of its 
legislature. In England, if the Idng 

directed proceedings of parliament, 

could the legislature be deemed free; or 
in such case, ** wohld Ton,^ic^^ said the 
lion, baronet, ** sit onq hour in that chair i” 
He hoped that House would not neg¬ 
lect this question, or treat dightly, with 
tespect to the loaian,'islands, that prin- 
I ciple of nation rights and independence 
I for which tliey had already made through- 
^’oiit Europe such trabsc^dant and signal 
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sacrifices. He lamented to add, that a 
considerable degree of tyranny had been 
e&pcised in those islands by British of- 
firan, from the period of their conquest 
to the year 1814, which was so gjeat, that 
lie bad beard that the noble lord himself 
was much affected on learning it, Tlte 
provisional government then established 
nad levied taxes at their own discretion, 
had exercised the most arbitrary power, 
and had even prevented by force the in¬ 
habitants from sending ^puties to the 
congress of Vienna to solicit the noble 
lord to exert his induence inr-vindfeating 
their promised independence .' He thought 
that these circumstances established a 
floiSciently strong ground for inquiry, anil 
he would, therefore concludh, by moving, 
** That a committee be appointed to in¬ 
quire into the present political condition 
of the Ionian islands, and to report their 
opinion thereupon to the House.’* 

Mr. L€klie Foster was fully convinced, 
that in all we had done respecting these 
islands, we had c^onsulted the real inte¬ 
rests of the inhabitants. What we under¬ 
stood by national independence was not 
really desirable for them. They had had 
an opportunity, from the early times of 
the French revolution,'of ascertaining the 
nature of the protection of different powers, 
aiAfWSre able to appreciate its value. The*| 
inhabitants of the Seven, Islands were a 
peculiar people, distinct from tlie rest of 
Europe, being the only r^l descendants 
of the ancient Greelis. About a century 
and a half prTor to the conquest of Con- 
staotinople by the Turks, the Venetians 
I wrested these islands^from the Turks, and 
the latter,afterwards succeeded in posses¬ 
sing all the territories of the ancient 
Greeks, except these Seven Islands, whiefa 
remained in possession of the Venetians 
as masters of them, till the French revo¬ 
lution, when the French bent their coursp 
towards these islands, and distributed over 
them gilssioDanefi^of jacobinism. The 
. inhabitants being people of heated imagi¬ 
nations and lively tempers, adopted all 
the Absurdities of the r^hts of man with 
jw much enthiMiasm as the ^fanatics of 
France, and a most honribm civil war 
aroM iiwthe^Ulands between the dmno- 
cratic and aristocratic parties. Ati length 
the iidiabitants wer^ so fatigued with 
the contest/ together with that of the 
struggle between Cepkalonia and Cqrfh, 
for tfie seat of power, thac in the year 
p^cedbe the treaty of Amienjt the inha; 
uitantt of Zutte had come tortile resolu- 
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tion of sending deputation til this coun¬ 
try, to invite us to take possession of their 
island that they might be under our pro¬ 
tection. By a singular coincidence, be¬ 
fore .the answer could be received, an 
English officer, travelling in t^e Morea, 
probably for bis pleasure, bear^ of ibis 
circumstance, and conceiving he could 
turn it to his advantage, landed on the 
island, and said the British government 
had sent him to'take posscssfpn of it. He 
was accordingly received«s governor, and 
it was but right to say of him, that he ad¬ 
ministered ju^iee with mercy, and per¬ 
formed every fupdtion will) propriety, ex¬ 
cept that of communicating with the Bri¬ 
tish government. He continued in this 
situation for eleven months, and it was the 
opinion of every body on the island, that 
this was the happiest year they had ever 
known. When the combined Russian 
and Turkish fleets arrived to take posses¬ 
sion of the islands, they occasioned the 
first doubt the British consul ever had 
that this person was not a recognized 
officer. He perhaps would have been put 
to death by the Turks, but he had the 
good fortune to escape in a boat, 'rhis 
was before the treaty of Amiens, at which 
time the greatel powers of Europe could 
npt come to any agreement as to who 
should possess those fine countries. lie 
w^s there it the time in question, and the 
inhabitants generally expressed their asto¬ 
nishment at finding they were declared 
indejfhndent. Russia afterwards took 
military possession of the islands, and held 
them till the war between Russia and 
France compelled her to give them up to 
the French emperor. In this condition 
they remained till they were freed by our 
army; and now the question was, how far 
their complete independence would con- 
triOute to their happiness. At the time 
pf the first peace they had no Aste for 
freedom; i^r they had never b%en accus¬ 
tomed to any thing but oligarchy under 
the Venetian government, and it was an 
oligOKchy *of the severest kind. How, 
thm,^did the hon. baronet know that they 
wii^d for the (mmplete independence he 
described ? They would not desire such 
a patent gift fr^ us, for a patent gill he 
must cadi it, because Uiey were not able 
to protect tbafiBSelves. They eve^ wer8 
apprehensive ^ that deflation from the 
Turks', which nili^ them^lr ffercsr. The 
nwtow arms of. sea, hr. rather rivers, 
whkh separated these id^db from the 
Turkish shore, put tbefb entiraly at the 
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mercy of the Turks; butjnow, while there they could not have come into the situ- 
was nothing but desolation and misery on ation of being so disposed of. The hen. 
one side, there was nothing, thanks to Bri* gentleman thought that these islandswould 
tisb protection, but peace and happiness congratulate themselves on their good 
on the other. He could say that no part tune in being placed wider t)ie protect/oh 
of Europe presented such a deiiglitful of this chipire. He was not prepared to 
scene fcuUivaiion, happiness, and civi- allow the correctness of this statement: 
lization, as these inlands; but it was clear they had their own taste in legislation and 
that if they were left to their own protec- government; they would be proud of their 
tion, thev could not preserve themselves independence, and of the power of manag> 
twelve months from fulUng under the ing their own concerns. He inferred 
Turkish yokd. Jhe only question he had this, not upon vague and general surmise^ 
ever heard amongst them was, whether it but from a document which he bad seen 
was better to belong to Russia, France, or since the decree of congress was declared 
England? They had tried Russia and had to them. The Ionian gazette, which con- 
tried France, and it was'not to be won- tained a part of the convention by which 
dered at that they should prefer us; for Che independence of the Ionian govern- 
they disliked Russia extremely, and de- ment was annihilated, had withheld the 
tested France. They regarded Mahomet most obnoxious articles of it. It appeared 
and the Pope as the two great deceivers from it, that; a coran^unication of some of 
of mankind, and they therefore had an the provisions of the act was made to the 
idea that the church of England might senate (thus acknowledging the existence 
easily assimilate itself to their own. He of its authority), and that the senate was 
should Oder only a few more observations, very guarded in its reply, as if afraid to 
The inhabitants of those countries were, compromise its rights, and unwilling to 
as he had said, of a very peculiar and surrender them. It thanked the British 
ardent temper; it was impossible to pay government for what it professed to have 
too high a tribute to their general cha- done for the welfare of the islands, and 
racter. If any false view of economy expressed [ts hopes in British liberality for 
shoul(>make this governirent consider the favours that were npt yet bestowed, but said 
islands merely as a military station, it nothing of the acquiescence of the people 
would be a matter of serious regret. But , in the arrangement of congress, or::ajm^eir 
far from proposing that therevshould not wish to enjoy the benefit of British rule, 
be military forces in the islands, he shoUld In short, it offered us no thanks for depriy- 
wish them to be fortified, but that it should, ing this state^of its independence, in the 
be evident to the pedple that they aliould* face of our awn solemn declarations gua- 
all be governed by their own form^. With ranteeing it. All those declarations were 
such a liberal arrangement there could be now forgotten, all our professions renounc- 
no doubt that they would be found amongst ed, and our promises violated. The in- 
the must valuable acquisitions of Great dependence which we nad conquered for 
Britain. Our possession of the islands the Septinsular government wa^ the most 
prevented the possibility of any other ^omplete subjection—a subjection even 
power erecting the standard of rebellion more marked than that of the colonies 
in the Morea; and on the whole, he thought f over which our dominion extended, 
that 03 possible arrangement wliich the The motien was negatived without a di- 

British minister could have advised would vision, 
have proved more beneficial t9 the people « 

of those islands. ^ TaiNiry House 0«KFO]^'rioN.3 Mr. 

Sir C. Monk shortly replied.^ He said, Birch rose, pursuant to notice, to make 
that if, as the hoif. gentleman coiftended, his promised motion respecting the qecei- 
we had obtained the command of the ijc-, sity of an inquiry into the income and ex- 
yant by the possession of the Seven Islands, penditure the Trinity-house Corporation, 
it must at the same time be admitted that His attention, fie said, had been drawn to 
we had acquired the jealousy of thp Turks, this subject during the last^ssiffn of par- 
He had heard that the Porte had protested liament. ^The more he reflected upon it, 
against the act of congres^ by which the and the more infortnation lie acquired, the 
great pow ^m ttere asse^led hac^trans- ^ore the necessity and the importance of 
ferredtnemth^rdomi^n. Turkey had a parliaeSenjMyiSqiiiry appeared.! The 
a right to baife been ^nshlted in such an taxes thattlie^Trinity e8tabhshmeatievi|^ 
arrangement,* a^ without her exertiousj -upon the shipping trade of the country aid 

(VOL. XXXIV.) I (2 T)* N , 
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not seem to be justified either by neces¬ 
sity or expediency, and the manner in 
which they were expended was sufficient 
to .excite suspicion. To show how extra- 
T^ant was the tlx which thi|^ society le¬ 
vied upon trade, compared witA -the ex¬ 
pense at which the great object it profes¬ 
sed to have in view could be accomplished 
by another establishment, he would state 
a decisive • When it was lately con¬ 
templated to erect a light-house on the 
coast of the Isle of Man, the Trinity-house 
proposed an estimate to till towns of Li¬ 
verpool, Bristol &c. for accomplisliihg tliA 
object, by which a penny af ton was to 
have been imposed on ail ships passing to 
the ports on the west coast within certaTh 
limits. This tax was to havt been perpe¬ 
tual. Happily the proposal of the Trinity- 
house was not acceded to; and the com¬ 
missioners for the northern lights being 
applied to, performed the same work for 
the estimate of a farthing a ton, with an 
agneement to remit the duty at a certain 
time. All circumstances considered, the 
Trinity corporatiod demanded eight times 
thesuni accepted by the northern commis¬ 
sioners, and would have derived a revenue 
■pf 16 or 17,000^. a year fron% the trans¬ 
action. The whole income of this estab¬ 
lishment he did not accurately know, but 
hoacouid approximate the amount by cal-< 
culation with sufficient accuracy to show 
its great and unnecessary'magnitude. To 
do this only required the afiplication of a 
simple rule of arithmetic to data which 
m>^t easily djc admitted. The commis¬ 
sioners for the northern lights had under 
^heirmanagcmentilliglit-housos from which 
they derived a’revenfie of 25,000/., at the 
rate of aTarthinga ton for the shipping 
subject to their regulations. The Triniliy 
house had 28 light-houses, seven of which 
were farmed; to which dues were paid oP 
from one half-penny to three halfpence 
per ton. Here the duty was higher; and 
if we made allowance for the excess of 
the English sr/er Scotch trade, the pro¬ 
portional income of the two establishments 
would be still farther tdtered. If, then, 
nine light-houses gave 25,000/. on the 
DorUicrn parts of the i8land,*where the 
4ues jverc onW a farjtbing a ton, it would 
np^.be too g^at an estimate to calculate 
produce o^2S l%ht-house8, at theme- 
of tJie .rates spe’eified at 174,000/. 
This ibcome wasVnormpus, and jhe meanp 
l>y it was obtained were oppressive 
to But this was not The only source 

of revenue to the Trinity-huusei Besides' 
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the dues of the Ijght-houses, 'they derived 
an income from ballast, from pilotage &c. 
The surplus pilotage alone last year 
amounted to the sum of 36,400/. The 
servipes which this corporation performed 
to the commerce of the countrjj^ would by 
every one be allowed to be imporlant; but 
still it could notbutbeevidentthatthe pow¬ 
ers by which they raised such a revenue, 
and the manner in which thev expended it 
were proper subjects of parliamentary su- 
pcrintenuancc and inquiry [Hear, bear!]. 
He would direct the attention of the House 
to the. rights dnd the powers of this corpo¬ 
ration as acquired by their charter, that 
it might beseenhow far they had exceeded 
them. In doing so he woulil not alarm 
members by threatening them with long in¬ 
vestigation, or entering into legal subtle¬ 
ties ; he would depend upon the authority 
of lord-chauccllor Nortlvingtoii, as embo¬ 
died in a decree which he pronounced in 
1761', in a case that brought the powers 
and rights of the corporation into question. 
Here the hon. gentleman read a part of a 
decision of the‘noble and learned lord, 
wliich declared that the company of the 
Trinity-house should only be supervisors of 
tjie funds they managed, and not themselves 
interested. 'Fheir charter gave* them 
tipi power of examining pilots, of erecting 
light-houses, &c. and allowed them to raise 
a^tax 'in Artain ways for ^jefraying the 
ej^pcnscs attendant upon the performance 
.of those objects, accompanied with an or¬ 
der t(9 dispose of their surplus income for 
charital^e ends. With this last injunc¬ 
tion they were not only expected, but forc¬ 
ed to comply. The hon. gentleman next 
read an article of the charter made by 
James 2nd, to the corporation, which like¬ 
wise stated the destination of their funds, 
and their power of holding courts in Lon¬ 
don and Middlesex. Notwithstanding the 
sjpirit of this decision, and the provisions 
of this charter, the income of the corpo¬ 
ration had been improvidently wasted on 
objects quite forel]ga to its origin and the 
laws c^ted for its regulation. The mo¬ 
ney wmdr had been raised on the trade 
of ftic country^ for Bie benefit of that trade, 
and the promotion of charitable ends, had 
been uselessly and reprebcnsibly squan¬ 
dered for die gratification of a taste for 
show, or purchase ofarticles ofluxt^; hi 
allud^ to theitolendidestablishmerfrofthe 
Trioitj^-liouse. ve TrinitV}t7ohV/and the 
entertainments by til'brethren. He 
called umn the ri^ hon. gentleman, op¬ 
posite (Mr. Uose), whotppwedto smile 
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fit what he^was saying, to declare upon j 
what authority the revenues subjected to 
the management of this corporation were 
so expended. He would ask, moreover, 
if they were merely “ supervisors and not 
interested,” upon what grounds they»were 
allowed ta subscribe to the public loans 
of the nfinister ? It appeared that they had 
received, in the course of five years past, 
from their funds, the surplus sum of 
36,000/. Tt|is he learned from the ac¬ 
counts laid «n the table of the House. 
In 1811 there wds a surplus of 0,000/; in 
1812 there was a surplus of 5,WOL ; and 
during the last five years an aggregate of 
S6,0(X)/. Had this suni, as it successive!}'; 
accumulated, been laid out at interest, it 
would have produced a sum to the estab- 
Jishmeat of 8,200/. Was it so laid out ? 
and if so, how was the disposal of the in¬ 
terest accounted for / The circumstance i 
alone, that there‘appeared no document to | 
show how this sum was managed, appeared 
to him sufficient to excite jealousy, and call 
for inquiry. It thus was evident, that 
more money was collected than could be 
properly expended, and that there remain¬ 
ed a large surplus, for which no object 
could be found. Should not some of the 
duticajn these circumstances be remitted^ 
To demand more than was necessary was 
surely very impolitic, as it was ccctalHly 
detrimental to trade. Jiy impj^sing heavy 
duties on foreign shipping, wc both si^- 
plicd the motive, and luruished the justifi¬ 
cation to foreigners .to tax us heavily in' 
their ports in return; thus really injuring 
ourselves, while we appeared to'ierive a 
profit from others. It was clear that the 
Trinity-house had more nioney than it 
could properly spend, and like individuals 
in the same situation, were obliged to re¬ 
sort to extravagance and follies to squan¬ 
der it: he alluded to the splendour of the 
Trinit^housc building, and the expenses’* 
of Trimtyj-housc entertainments. Uut it 
might be said, that if the inpomc of this 
corporation was great, 4^^ expenditure was 
likewise great. This he allowed. Some 
of the expenses were extravagant. For 
collecting the revenue of the light-hoiises 
10 and even 25 percent, were paid, wnich* 
was a rate far above the charge of collec¬ 
tion in the establishment subject to the 
jnortliern commissioners. Our Shipping 
had dpubled itself in the last thirty years, 
and as tl^ income of thii^corporation in- 
creased^n'-^f^ortion, Wv/aa alarftiing to 
contemplate to wha^tlWnt this income 
might grQfiTi |ho^d dur commerce ae pro- 
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mised by the right hon. gentleman oppo¬ 
site, advance in future at the same rate of 
progression. The managemont of this 
corporation,like that of almost every other, 
was intrusted to a few individuals, whose 
conduct llie rest sanctioned without suspi¬ 
cion or examination. The dukes, and 
marquises, and right honourables, who 
were members, left the efficient direction 
to those more interested or more active, 
and contented themselves* with* the turtle- 
feasts to which they were invited, or the 
patronage whiejj they enjoyed from this 
connexion... In such a body it would be 
foo much to suppose a complete absence 
of intcreste'd motives or political bias. 
'3'herc was, in fact, groat patronage—re¬ 
ceiverships to be given away, surveyors 
appointed, and friends to be gratified. No 
wonder, then, that his motion should be 
threatened v^ith oppo^tion^tliatcxtensive 
alarm should be excited by the very agi¬ 
tation of the question in the House or aver¬ 
sion expressed at every hint 5f inquiry. 
The House should, however, disre^^rd 
those feelings, and as i^ had undoubtedly 
the power of examination it should mani¬ 
fest the resolution to make a deliberate 
scrutiny and an effective interference. He 
hoped supfSort from the right hon. gentle¬ 
man opposite who seemed so much amused 
with some parts of his speech. He con¬ 
cluded by moving, “ That a seleA"Cdhi- 
nuttee be appo^ted to inquire into the in¬ 
come and expenditure of the Trinity-house 
and ordered t!b report their opinion to the 
House.” 

Mr. Hose said, that evcif if he had not 
been the only member who belonged to 
the Trinity company, lit could not have 
resisted the personal appeals so,&equentIy 
made to him in the course of the hon. 
gentleman’s speech. The hon. geuticmaa 
spoke of the anxiety manifested by tlie 
‘members of the corporation on the subject 
of his motion. He "did not know from 
what symptoms this anxiety was drawn. 
He himself ifad elmwn jpnp. and %U none. 
So far from entertaining ahy feeling of 
this kind, be had never even been induced 
from curiosity to inquire into tbe'Mion. 
gentleman*^ object. He anticipate no 
serious charge, and he was convinced that 
none had even been broug^tr House 
would agree widv bin), aHeil a short expla¬ 
nation, that therQ was lyR the slignest 
ground for inquiry, or tWo^suspicions 
trhich the hon. ^g^tlemsn expressed as 
the motive^ fhr instlwng it. Tlfe first 
Icircuotttf^c^ he reflected net 
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suspicion on the Trinity*housc. The facts theni. That noble and learned judge was 
were si^ly these: application was made a good lawyer, Ihit he did not know much 
to the Trinity-house by the merchants of about light-houses. He might quote, in 
Liverpool to erect a light-house on the opposition to his authority, the authority 
coast of the Kle oC Man. They in conse- of my lord Coke, as good a lawyer, and 
quence directed a survey. Tlic survey much nearer tlte time when the charter 
was made—-the estimate for the work was was granted. The hon. gentleman corn- 
stated. It was not proceeded in by the plained of the splendor of the'building 
Trinity corporation, owing to the expense of the Trinity-house. This took place 
calculated. In the mean time the com- twenty years ago; the expenses had been 
missioners lor the northern lights were ap- paid, and no sm^icion was eitcit^ii till now. 
plied to, and under their management the Was this transaction a sufficient ground 
work was accomplished, ag.they agreed to for inquiry into the prelent management 
do it at a smaller expense tlun tl^e Tri- of the societjr’s funds? The building 
nity-liouse estimate. This last, corporation mighe be justified.on other grounds, os not 
had the exclusive right of erecting light- much exceeding in splendor edifices for 
houses over the coast of England and similar purposes, as having little more than 
Wales; so that without thei^ consent the accommodations for the necessary perform- 
northemcommissionerscouldnothavc[)ecn a nee of business, and as not having cost 
employed. The Trinity-house, however, much more than the estimated expenses 
did not exercise its fights on fhe occasion: of the least house that could be suitably 
it did not interfere. It said to the parties, recommended. The yaclit of the Trinity- 
the company have given an estimate—you house which had called forth the jealousy 
think that*estimate t'oo high—we think the of the hon. gentleman, deserved it still less, 
wovk cannot properly be executed on There could not have been one found, the 
cheaper terms; bq/t if you think otherwise price of which cpuld have been diminished 
we do not hinder the experiment; take by 500^, although the attempt had been 
the lowest estimate. Was there any thing made. It was a mistake to suppose that 
blameable in this conduct ? was tliere any this yacht was an article of show or luxury, 
^ing inconsistent with the greatest libe- It was necessary to the establishiacnt, as 
rality, or any thing thdt laid the ground in it the officers visited the different parts 
fo r legis lative iaquiry ? The hon gentle- oflihe coast, going as far as the Scilly Isles, 
mllrlMd spoken of the revenue of the Tri-' Eddyttoa^ lighthouse, &c. The hon. 
nity-house, and had, from .fallacious prin- gentleman surely would not aend them on 
ciples, very much overstate^ it. A multi- such expeditions in a coal-lighter. The 
plication table was not here fufficient. Be- 'compjaint against tbe luxuries in which 
f»u8etheligh|-houses in Scotland produced the members of the society indulged was 
BO much at a certain rate of duty, it did not equally^unfounded. It was not true, then, 
jfddlbw that a mere arithmetical operation, as had been represented by the hon. gen- 
ffounded imon thaf produce, could give the tleman, that the lights were more expen- 
amount p&English duties. The fact was, sive than was necessary. It was needless 
that there was a great exaggeration in the to dwell on their importance, and the Li- 
statement of the hon. gentleman. In xard lights alone baa c(»t 12fiOOl. That 

tbe revenue qf the Trinity-house was only foreigners should not be too well instructed 
29,000/, instead of 174>000/.; and in 1815] in {he nature of our coast had bee^always 
it did not exceed 66,000/. At this sum eonsidered advisable; and t^e House 
the revenue at present stood [Here the should recpUect, that the expense of the 
right hqn. gentj^ivagp was asiced across the lights had been trebled by the new im- 
table, if he referred to the gross or the nett provemen^. In addition to this, the cor- 
revenue?]. He referred to the net reve- porattan supported 108 alms-houses, and 
nuc,*afler deducting ail tbe charges of the ,6,QP0 widows-and orphans. Many of the 
lights, &c. Tlie surplus pilotage, pf which new sea-^narks were erected without ievy- 
tiie bon. gentleman spoke, haa been laid ing any tolls towards defraying the cost of 
before tkw Heuse, and no attempt was them. He was satisfied that the elder 
naade to conckal its existence or amount, brethreft had not put one sluUing into theic 
Wm there heni any reason for suspicion own pockets; but,\)n the contrary, had 
or ioquirj^? Then the bon. gentleman dis- on various occ&ons, signflized^iemselves 
cuBsra the powerAyestmi in the* corporaf* at thebazard oi^eir live||^ilf*tli»^8ervice 
tion by their ebartq^nd applied to lord of their countryi 'Such men ougnt not to 
chaoccijyior NooHSagaa'a ioterpii;|etatioo of, have their reputatira hi^te# by a decla- 
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it was not by the authority of the noble 
secretary of state, who was at the head of 
the civil power, and the police; on the 
contrary,' that it was by some authority 
that would hot condescend to communi¬ 
cate its intentions to the noble secretary 
of slate. And this was called a defective 
communication—this was to be the apo¬ 
logy for blocking up streets and interrupt¬ 
ing peacealife citizens in tlifeir avocations. 
Let, ili/n, the authority be communica¬ 
ted to the Mouse from which these orders 
had emanated. The noble secretary qf 
state had given a pledge on a former oc¬ 
casion, which, it was evident, he had made 
edbrts to redeem, but had been unable; a 
power greater than his had^ interposed, 
and set him at defiance. Let, then, this 
secret power he unfolded to the Mouse, 
that tlitir lordships might be cnablcil ef- 
fectu.illy to interpose to prevent these 
contiiiiiCil violations of the constitution. 

Eari H!mu!()j)e declared it to be his opi- 
jalou, that ir*“a soldier, under the circum¬ 
stances slated, had •'killed tlie coachman, 
or anj'^ otlier servant of his noble friend 
wbo made the present motion, the soldier 
acting under orders whicb weie illegal, 
would have been guilty of murder, and 
those who issued the orders, as accessaries 
before the fact, would also have been 
guilty of murder. 

The Earl of Harrotvbi/ deprecated the 
warmth wliich had been manifested, and 
which he did not think wa£ called for by 
the occasion. The calling out the military 
for the purposes of state had been the 

} >ractice as far buck us memory could 
each, and it was for the public conveni¬ 
ence that 'they should be employed. It 
was not a c^uestion of law; a constable 
with his stafl, in stopping an individual on 
the King’s highway, would be acting as 
illegally as a soPSt-r with his sword, only 
that the appearance of the latter might 
cause more irritation. It was not a ques¬ 
tion as to the legality of the thing, but a 
question of custom and usage. He'recol- 
lected^thal, on tlie trial of. Mr. Hastings, , 
the military were stationed in the avenues 
to the higli court of parliament, and yet* 
no objection, he believed, was ever made 
to it in cither Iloust of Parliament. This, 
then, was a pi oof of the usage upon occa¬ 
sions of state, for public'convenicnce, and 
it would bS found that the convenience of 
thp public was much better consulted 
ujitju ocCjlfions of this nature, by having 
the (pilftafy Stationed than by their not 
present. 
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Lord Hollandt^ixon^Xy urged the neces¬ 
sity for agreeing to the motion, in order 
that the power from which the orders for 
the employment of the military upon thi? 
occasion had emanated, should be fully 
before the House. The noble secretary 
of state had uttered very constitutional 
doctrines, but when it came to the test, 
he was unable to redeem the pledge which 
lie bad given: -the military w’cre called 
out in defiance of his authority, and his 
speech, witli these admissions, formed the 
strongest argument for the motion of his 
noble friend. As to the military being 
called out for pi/rposes of state or parade, 
if they were merely to be paraded with¬ 
out interrupting people, of course there 
could be no objection. He (lord Hol- 
l.md) might think it a bad taste, and that 
it was, in truth, the worst, possible taste in 
the goveniment of a free country, to make 
a par.ndc of a military force, but, constitu¬ 
tionally, there could be no objection. 
Then came the ground of public cuniic» 
nience, and either public cortvenience 
meant nothing, or it meant to preserve 
Ihe peace; and thus there vvas in this case 
a militarv force called out to preserve tlie 
peace, without ,any subordination bo or 
control of tlie civil power. What was the 
occasion, too, of the calling out of this 
military i'orqc ? The lord mayor and cor¬ 
poration of London came to present an 
address. He had certainly a high respect 
for the corporation of London, and for 
the very worthy individual who was now 
lord mayor; hut what was the fact ? The 
lord mayor passes through all the crowded 
and narrow streets of the city without arty 
.soldiers to protect him, and without any 
inconvenience; and at length, when he 
comes to Pall-Mall, it was to be supposed 
that such a crowd would flock to look at 
him, that a body of soldiers were neces¬ 
sary to keep them off The whole ot this, 
it must btf evident, proceeded upon a 
gro.ss ab'urdity. No reason whatever had 
been as;<igifed for not agreeing to the mo¬ 
tion Olf Ills' noble friend; and he could not 
thknk their lordships would do their duty, 
if they did not require information as to 
the power from which orders had issued 
to employ a military fiirce in defiance of 
the law of the land. Jis to Mr. Hastings’s 
trial, so far from no complaint being njade, 
the ft\pt was, that the then lord King com¬ 
plained in the House of the interference 
of the military, and some steps were taken 
in consequence to obviate the, objection. 

Earl Stanhope observed, in attswer to 
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what fell from the noble earl opposite, 
that, in the case he hadVcferred lo, the 
military were called in by the desire of the 
House itself, and therefore no charge of 
illegality could be advanced against it. 
The hou^e, at that time, acted on this 
principlclt that every court of justice had 
a right to keep its avenues and passages 
open. I'he noble earl here read, from 
the Journals, the order by which the Lords 
with the white staves were directed, in 
the trial of Mr. Hastings, to provide for 
the clearance of the avenues to West- 
• minster-hali. He theiv argued, that the 
case, in the instance quok'd, was very dif¬ 
ferent from the present. Tliere the mili¬ 
tary acted under the authority of the civil 
power; the House itself directed its 
avenues to be kept clear, and thereiore it 
could not be cited as a precedent, to bear 
out any man, iii a high military capacity, 
for giving those orders under which the 
military had acted on this occasion. If, 
in consequence of the directions given, 
an indivuludl had been killed, the offence 
would have been murder, and the person 
who had given the soldier autliority toaci^ 
would have been liable to indictment for 
the f|lVence. 

Lord Sidmonth said, that during seven 
years, whilst the trial of Warren Ilnstings 
lasted, the king’s highway', that was 
tow'ards Westminstor-hiiil, w'as not open 
to ail his majosly’s subjects. 'I’iie matter 
of argument here was, tliat, let the circum¬ 
stances be wiiat they niiglit, stHl the 
Streets should be kept open, At the 
time to which he alluded, none, except 
inenihers of j>ariiament were suffered to 
go down Parliament-street. There was 
then no coinpliiint. Now. if the interrup¬ 
tion were in iin-lf illegal, lie could not 
conceive tliat any order of the House 
could render it legal 

'Hie Duke of N./ee.r eoinplained, thpt, 
four week* ago, a question, fyinilar to that 
now lielore them, n as^introduced to their 
notice. He did not doubt but that the 
noble viscount had acted most honourably, 
and had exerted himself, to the utniojit of 
liis power, for the jiurpose of procuring 
that attention to the civil authorities, 
which ought to be supported on such occa¬ 
sions. After what tlie noble viscount had 
stated on a former occasion, he conceived 
that he could, not now be averse to the 
motion proposed by his noble “friend. 
With respect to what the president of the 
council sajd, he must express his opinion 
«s utterly opposed to it. If an evil were 
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not resisted in llie first instance, it cer¬ 
tainly did not follow that at a future time 
it should not be checked. 

Lord Holland was surprised ^that any 
person so well versed in the Ijw of parlia¬ 
ment as*the noble viscount was, could at¬ 
tempt to liken the present case with the 
circumstances which occurred at the 
jieriod of the trial of Warren Hastings, 
file high court of pndiamont certainly 
had a right, as a great civil body, to em¬ 
ploy priiper means for keeping its^avcnucs 
clear; but, in this instance, no such au- 
chnrity—in fac t, no authority at all—was 
stated, as ju>it.ilying the interposition of 
llie military. 

Lord Sidmuiilh said, his argument was 
ihjs—that rie breach of llie law was com¬ 
mitted, and tliat, ecrtainly, the high 
court of parliament possessed no authority 
suHieient to justify a breach of the law', 
lie spoke this in reference to the circum¬ 
stances attending the triak of Warren 
Hasting?. If the conduct jhen pursued 
was, ill the abstract, cjoiitrary to law, most 
certainly no order of that House could 
render it legal. 

The Marquis of Lansdotun said, that 
neither hi'jioblc friends nor himself had 
c\er enntended that the employfiient of 
the- military was illegal, but merely that it 
W’as so wiicn they were not called out to 
assii-t and in subordination to the civil 
power.- I5y what authority had the troops 
upon this c'Cc^ision been culled out? The 
noble viscoaiit had spoken six times but 
had never given a direct answer to the 
qucfttion, whether there was any civil au¬ 
thority. He now asked him for the last 
time whether the orders for calling out the 
military this day had been issued from tho * 
office of the noble secretary of state, or 
from any civil officer ? 

The Marquis of BvJjdnghom said, that 
if the present motion were lost, he would 
move for an address to tlie I’rince llegent, 
requesting his royal liighncss to direct that 
their, lordships should be informed by 
whom the orders to the Riilitary were 


issued, on this occasion. • 

A division then 'took place: 

For the motion . 16 

Against it . 83 

Majority .. 17 


The marquis of Buckingham gave no¬ 
tice that he would, on Friday next, move 
an address to the Prince Regent, f^ the 
necessary information on this subject. 
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Monday, May 13. 

Solitary Confinement.] Mr. Ben- 
ncl rose *to move lor nt> account of the 
number of persons'* confined in fhe Pet- 
worth House of (Correction, in Sussex. 
He made this motion on account of the 
manner in which tliese persons were con¬ 
fined, wln'cl\ was sucli ns could not fail to 
meet the reprobation of the House. The 
prisonei4 in that House of Correction, 
who of course were not committed for 
felony, hut for crimes which culled onlj 
for correctional punishment, were kept in 
a state of the most complete solitude, in 
cells without casements, and without any 
kind of occupation or mode of passing 
their time. They were allowed to walk 
separately in the court-yard for a (juartcr 
of an hour only in each day. In this 
dreary manner did these unfortunate 
wretches pasp their days, though <-onfincd 
for crimes that were fiir IVoni meriting the 
utmost degre^ of severity. An unfortunate 
female had been committed to this prison, 
because she liad been unable to find bail 
for some alleged assault, and {vas confined 
for three whole years till mental derange¬ 
ment ensued, and she was now‘actually in 
a mad-bouse. It had been said, however, 
that this female had been previously 
afflicted in the same manner, but that did 
not make the case less open to censure ; 
for it was surely a most improper measure 
to confine a person in that state in a house 
of correction, ^’here the proper medical 
assistance could not be afibrded. He did 
i|ot pretend that any personal blame was 
to 1)6 imputed to the magistrates, but the 
system wastertainly defective, and when 
the case was before the House, he should 
make some motion on the subject. The 
hon. member tbej^moved for an account 
of the number of persons confined in Pet- 
worth House of Correction during the last 
three years, specifying their crimes and 
the dates of their commitments. 

Mr. BnrrdU said, the female alluded to 
had ac\ed in a most outrageous manner, 
by threatening to burn the house of a gen¬ 
tleman, so that he had been coihpelled to 
swear the peace against her; no one offer¬ 
ing to become security' for her, she was 
committed ; and she had jifterwards acted 
ia the rnos^ violent manner, having as¬ 
saulted in open court the person who had^ 
made the charge against her; so that her 
menni] derangement, winch he was of 
bad eiusted from the first moment; 
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became manifest. The system of solitary 
confinement arfise from the manner in 
which the prison was built, tiicre being no 
common room. The magistrates were 
however building two rooms of that de¬ 
scription. He did nut object to the mo¬ 
tion. b 

Mr. Bcnnct said, the sy'stem of solitary 
confinement was carried to such an ex¬ 
tent, that even during divine service the 
prisoners were cooped in wooden boxes, 
so that no prisoner could see another. 

The motion was curried; as w’os also a 
motion for thclmlesand regulations of the 
said House of Correction. 

Soap Excise Bill.] Lord Stanley 
said, that among the orders of the day 
was the report of the Soap Excise Bill, 
He had not been aw-arc of the importance 
of the bill, which had advanced so far 
without observation, as indeed the bill had 
not been printed. Some constituents of 
his, who would be much injured by the 
duty, had applied to him on the subject, 
and he hoped the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer would not press forward the bill that 
uay, that the persons affected by i: might 
have an opportunity to state their cas^e. 

Tlie C/taucellir of the ExJicquer said, 
he had no objection to postpone the report 
of the bill till to-morrow. He should be 
able to shofv that manufacturers would 
not be injured by the bill. 

Lord Statiley said, he should thank the 
chanadlor of the exchequer for any delay, 
but so short a pustpouement would be of 
little benefit, as there would be no time 
for the manufacturers to appoint a deputa¬ 
tion. Surely those persons who used hard 
soap would be much alFectcd by the duty 
being doubled. 

Mr. Prolhr.roe. said, there was a clause 
in the bill by which the duty w’as to take 
'place on the 1st of May, instead of from 
thb time when the bill passed. ' 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
he had no oj)jcction to alter that clause, 
lie then moved that the report be re¬ 
ceived to-morrow. 

fflr. Methuen objected to the preci¬ 
pitancy with which the bill wag intended 
to be carried through ^ho House. 

A short conversation ensued, in w'hich 
the chancellor of the excliequcr, lord 
Milton, Mr. D. Giddy, lord StauleyV sir 
M. W* Ridley, Mr. l infoy, Mr. G. Lang- 
ton, general Gascoyne, Mr. Philips, and 
Mr. Ponsonby, took a part. The result 
was, that the report was theV) receivedf* 
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and ordered to be taken ipto further con¬ 
sideration this day week. 

Unconstitutional Interference 
OF THE Military.] Lord Mi7/ora rose 
for the pufpose of submitting a motion to 
which hff trusted their would be no ob¬ 
jection on the other side of the House. 
Before the recess, he had occasion to 
make a complaint of the unnecessary and 
unconstitutional interference of the mili¬ 
tary, and of an assault committed by them 
on himself, and a noble friend of his. 
After what passed in Uio House on that 
occasion, he little imagined, that in less 
than a month, he should have such a cause 
for complaint as he was about to state. 
What he had to mention did not concern 
himself personally, but was made on be¬ 
half of the satiie^ noble friend, who with 
himself had occasion to complain at the 
time before alluded to. Perhaps gentle¬ 
men were not aware, that guards had been 
stationed in several parts of the metropo¬ 
lis, in tlyi course of the morning. He 
himself had not been aware of it until late 
in the day, but so it was. Guards were/ 
stationed about Pall-Mall and the Hay- 
tnarkr^, so that the free ^passage of his 
Majesty’s subjects was interrupted. His 
noble friend (the earl of Essex) was going 
from the Hayraarkct to Pall-Mall, <rhen 
he was stopped by a soldier, who told him 
he should not pass. His noble friend de¬ 
manded the reason, and was answered by 
the soldier, that such were his ortlers. 
He then inquired for the commanding 
officer, and was told that he was at Carl¬ 
ton-house. Ill’s noble friend then de¬ 
manded, whether there was a peace officer 
in attendance ? To this the soldier re¬ 
plied, that he had nothing to do with the 
peace officer. He regretted that he did 
not see the lion, member for Devonshire, 
(sir T? Acland), in his place, as he should 
expect his vote on the preseni occasion; 
that hon. member having declared, when 
a former complaint was made oil tljis sub¬ 
ject, that if another such occurrence 
should take place, he would second a»y 
motion made on the subject. However, he 
trusted, that after what passed on the 
former occasion, he should nave the votes 
of several gentlemen who then opposed 
his motiom The House would recollect, 

I occaaiop alluded to, the qoble 

lord opposite had promised to take such 
steps as would prevent & future recur- 
r^ce of thft abuse then complained of. 
They now saw how that pledge had been 


redeemed. He would a'sk the noble lord, 
whether he had been prVy to the station¬ 
ing of those troops ? He believed he had 
not. The order, in his opinion, hod arisen 
from another source,*and that was the 
reason why the House should more strictly 
inquire into the subject. It was incunijr 
bent on the House to take such steps as 
would effectually prever\t the liberty of 
his Majesty's subjects from ‘being thus 
arbitrarily encroached on. Qn tl:!e occa¬ 
sion of the former complaint of the pre¬ 
sent nature, it had been said, that it was 
ttiadc from parly motives and with party 
spirit. The same would probably be said 
on the pre?ent occasion. But he begged 
to deny the existence of any such motive 
in ibringing ‘forward the motion. The 
noble lord opposite seemed by his gestures 
to doubt what he thus advanced; but he 
would repeat, that the motion was in no 
degree connected with party. Party 
should not interfere in the decision of the 
House on the present occasioit, for it was 
of the utmost importaiA’C to tlie country, 
and it was incumbent on the House to 
check this disposition to military goverrv- 
incnt in limmc, for if not so checked, it 
might lead* to very fatal consequences. 
He again disclaimed, that cither in the 
former or present occasion, there was any 
party spirit in the complaints he had 
made. The nature of the assault which 
was m^e on him, when not only his 
horse, but liithself, was threatened to be 
cut down if he advanced} was such as 
rendered a complaint to the House abso¬ 
lutely necessary, and it was more neces¬ 
sary on the present occasion, when, as the 
House must perceive, the evil had not 
been checked by the former notice which 
was taken of it. He should like to know 
how the noble lord himself would have 
•acted if such an attack h^ been made on 
him ? He knew the noble lord was high- 
spirited, and would not have borne it 
without resentment. He did not mean to 
charge ministers with wishing to introduce 
military government, but there werg per¬ 
sons somewhere who were anxious to in¬ 
troduce it, who wished for the prevalence 
of military power for mischievous pur¬ 
poses, and who in imitation of the pomp 
of foreign sovereigns, would wish to live 
surrounded by military guards [Hear, 
hear!]. But it should here collected, that 
t’Ac person at the head of the civil magis¬ 
tracy reigned by law and civil right, and, 
that his authority was not to depend qn, 
j his military guards. The throne of this 
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couritry was not to be permanently up¬ 
held by any other than the civil power. 
He felt that he was warm on the subject, 
but it was impossible lie could feel other¬ 
wise, when' ho considered the nature of 
the complaint he had made. T^icre was 
another care which had that day come to 
his knowledge, oF the undue interference 
of the military,, but to which l)e would 
not then ca'il the attention of the House, 
at he had not sufficient time to inquire 
into it, hut he certainly should inform the 
House of it if the circumstance was re¬ 
peated. He trusted the House would go 
with him in thinking that this war. a case 
where it was incumbent on tlicm to inter¬ 
fere. CJreat evils frequently had their 
rise in small beginnings*, wfiich by hoiiig 
SuRbred to pass unpcticed, increased in 
magnitude, while those who were accus¬ 
tomed to witness them became call uis to 
their magnitude or dangerou.s tendency. 
The interference which he covnpLiined of 
was contraiy to law, and that was om; of 
bis chief objections to it. The noble 
lord expressed a hope that be should hav(! 
the votes of several members who voted 
against his former motion, dnd concluded 
by moving, “ That there bo laid before 
the House a copy of the orders issued to 
Such of his Majesty’s Life-Guards as w'cre 
on duty this da}', within the city and 
liberties of Westminster.” 

Lord Nugenl could not but bc^anxious 
to second tbe motion of his noble friend. 
He called upoti the noble lord opposite to 
redeem the pledge which he had given to 
tbe House when this subject was last be¬ 
fore them. From what had just occurred 
he was staongly inclined to think, that no 
other conduct could be pursued by him— 
no other excuse could be alleged, than 
that he had not influence enough to con¬ 
trol the militaty mania which now prct 
vailed. He coulcf not agree in opinion 
that these were trifling complaints against 
the executive government. It was not on 
account ofitho ridiculous parade </ troops 
on many occasions—it was not on account 
of the height to which this madness had 
.gone—-it was not because all «ur places of 
])ul)]ic amusement were perpetually in¬ 
fested with soldiers, that he thought it ne¬ 
cessary to support the motion : it was be¬ 
cause an English citilen could not pass 
through ‘the’ streets of the metropolis, 
without seeing the sword of an linglfeli 
scddier drawn against him. He consider¬ 
ed this as a growing system of military 
influence altogether adverse to the princi- 
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pies and practice of the British constitu¬ 
tion, and extrem'ely hostile to the liberties 
of the English people. It was quite a new 
S 3 'stem, which had grown up within the 
last five or six years, and ought not to be 
suffered to eontinne. The Hous<c of Com¬ 
mons, the representatives of th« people, 
were the true guardians of British liberty; 
and he hoped we should still find courage 
enough to defend ourselves again.st the 
military despotism which ministers, or 
those for whom they were responsible, 
seemed desirous of imposing on us. The 
noble lord had acquired the love of mili¬ 
tary parade froiH tht:.s])lendid sights which 
he liad seen abroad; but he ought not to 
forget that the .strcnsith and glory of tho 
liritish constitution had ari.sen from the 
people, who were the best defenders of 
the throne, and who had enabled this 
country to attain that Exalted pre-emi¬ 
nence which she no.v enjoyed over the 
I nations of the woili! [ Hoar, hear !]. 

I Lord Caslltrcnoh observed, that the two 
! noble lords who had preceded him, ap- 
f jK'ared to him to entertain very u'nfounded 
jfiears of the growth of a military govern- 
j inent, and «'ven scenic-d anxious to search 
I for proofs that a military spirit vvas^treva- 
1 lent. An individual might have been 
] .stopped in his jia^sage through tlie street, 
or (fjliged to go a p.irticular way by a 
.‘Oidier, but* that was no proof of the pre¬ 
valence of a military spirit; the soldier 
who had done so had acted under the 
order's of his officer. The noble lord who 
uncle the present motion, disclaimed any 
p.irty motives in bringing it forward; and 
if he (lord C.) had smiled on the occa¬ 
sion, it was because he had some doubt.'- 
on the subject. The noble mover had 
expressed his fears of clanger to the con¬ 
stitution, but the smallness of the subject 
which excited them, and the magnitude 
pf the tone which the noble Ion! had 
assumed, vgere calculated to Vender ques¬ 
tions of constitqjional principle of little 
importance to the public. He could not 
see,wli*y such alarm should be excited by 
t]jc appearance of a red coat. Was it that 
it was stained with any degree of infamy, 
or that our soldiers had disgraced them¬ 
selves in tho late war, that their presence 
on any public occasion should be so much 
dreaded ? He denied that he had on any 
former occasion given a plcdgfe that 
soldiers should not be'' employcct on court 
days. He had promised lliKt he would 
apply to the secretary of state, that on 
such occasions the military should be 
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under the direction of the civil authority, 
and that civil officers Should attend in 
proper numbers. He had dune so, and 
the secretary for the home department 
had made arrangements to that eifect. He 
thought 4 t would not be prudent in the 
House to accede to the present motion, as 
it would be giving a ridiculous importance 
to a matter trivial in itself. The noble 
individual who conceived himself injured 
by the soldier, could apply to the com¬ 
manding officer; or, if he did not choose 
to do so, he could have recourse to the 
law ; but to apply to the* legislature on 
such an occasion was grotesque and ridi¬ 
culous. He concluded by moving tlie pre¬ 
vious quesiion. 

Sir C. Burrell hoped he should be the 
last man in the House to sanction any 
breach of the law, or departure from the 
principles of the constitution, but as he 
did not think that either w’ore viuiated in 
the instance alluded to, in such a manner 
as to call for the interference of parlia¬ 
ment, he could not support the motion. 
The miKtary, he observed, were not un¬ 
necessarily culled out on such occasioiis 
as that, which required their attendant 
this day. On the contrary, their presence 
was i?l>solutely required tft preserve order. 
He had seen several occasions where their 
absence was severely I'elt, and wli^ the 
marshulmen wlio were statiBned toki'«;j) 
order, were struck and whipped by ras¬ 
cally coachmen, wliom lliey could not 
control. So little did lie think there was 
too great an inlcrfercnce of the military, 
that he wished to see it extended. [Hear! 
from the opposition benches]. He would 
repeat it, he wished to sec tlie presence of 
Uie military in other places, besides those 
at which they were usually stationed. 
He wislied to have them not only in Pall- 
Mall, but up as far as Dover-street, in 
Picondilly, where the accumulation of^ 
stage coaches was a constant source *of 
riot and disorder [Hear, hear!]. The 
number of coaches which were usually 
stationed opposite tlie White Ilorae Cellar, 
was the cause of this disorder. These 
were attended by several runners, whef, in 
their anxij^ty to get passengers, frequently 
dragged respectable females, from one to 
another, so as sometimes to tear their 
clothes, and oblige them to fly for shelter 
to the neighbouring houses. These cir- 
cumstarrees he liad been informed of by a 
ublic spirited jeweller ip that neighbour- 
_ cod, who had himself been very active 
in putting ia end to the abuse* He (sir 
(VOL.XXXIV.) 
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C. Burrell^ thought that as the police did 
not do their duty, soldiers should be sta¬ 
tioned to perform it, and two soldiers 
would be more efficient in su^h a place 
than one hundred constable^. With re¬ 
gard tck the conduct of the soldiers this 
day at Carlton House, he could attest that 
it was not irregular. He had seen them, 
and observed that it was with difficulty 
they C9uld keep a paSsagu clear. He 
himself had often found it difficult to get 
a passage on court days, from the very 
great pressure of the crowd. The sol¬ 
diers at Carlton Mouse were under the 
control of their olliecrs, and would, even 
if disposed, be prevented from any abuse 
or insult to passengers. At the same 
time, he admitted that it was the duty of 
tlifc officers toJa p in at tendance in the street 
with tliem. ’N 

Lord Nugent rose to explain. He in¬ 
sisted that the noble lord (Castlcreagh) 
had given an assurance to the House, and 
he now called upon him to state what that 
assurance was. Thc,noble lord Iiatl con¬ 
tented himself with throwing out an as¬ 
persion, which was not new from that side 
of the llou^: he had insinuated, that it 
was the object of honourable members to 
attack the conduct of the arm\^. Hu 
(lord N.) would not permit suc’h an im¬ 
putation to pass unnoticed. He repelled 
it with the utmost indignation: there was 
n w am it lio loved the British army more 
than he didhe admired their bravery, 
and gloried in the success^ of their arms; 
but, us a member of parliament, as one of 
the representatives of the British people, 
he would not be deterred from saying, 
that he should be sorry to see the civil au¬ 
thority laid at the feet of tlie military * 
power. (Loud cliccrs.) He called again 
upon the noble lord to state the pledge 
which lie had given to fhe House, and it 
would then remain ,for them to decide 
whether that pledge had been redeemed. 

Mr. Brov.gkam congratulated tlie noble 
lord opposite on the great acquisition of 
strength to his arguments, ii! those of his 
magnanimous ally, the lion. baro»et who 
spoke the last but ouc. It appeared to 
tliat lion.'baronet, that the active inter¬ 
ference of the military, instead of being 
curtailed should be increased, because a 
number of stage .poaches had accumulated 
in Piccadilly, and because thej'unncrs be¬ 
longing to them were in the habit of drag¬ 
ging respectable females, in their anxiety to 
passengers. And all tills disorder, v^iich 
the hon. baronet had so well described, 
C2K) 
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would have been much worse, but for the 
active exertionsofa]>uV)licspirite(l jeweller, 
f Hear I and a laugh]. These were in¬ 
deed excellent arguments to prove that 
the interference of the military should be 
extended! lint the'nuisance complained 
of by the hon. baronet might surely be re¬ 
medied without the application of a mili¬ 
tary force. Were there no constables in 
the nietroptjfis ? ' Were they gone out of 
fashion ? Was the police called upon to 
do its duty ? It was their business, and 
certainly did not re(]uire the interference 
of the military, liut the hon. baronet' 
could find no remedy except in a red 
coat. That was bis panacea. Now with 
regard to the question immediately before 
the House, he, for one, dill, not think it 
ought to be pressed beyon^ ."’ha* it woiild 
bear. lie was noV“ prepared to say, 
neither did his noble friend mean to say, 
that the constitution was endangered be¬ 
cause a dragoon had refused permission to 
an individual to pass along Pull-Mull; his 
noble’friend liad only allirmed, that an in¬ 
convenience was sustained by that military 
parade, the introduction of which was 
wholly new in the nietropoIiSkand that no 
one had ventured to deny. Imrincrly 
there Were only two occasions in the 
course of a year in which the military 
were employed—on tlte birth-days of liis 
majesty and the queen; and then they 
were called out tcmjjcrately and 
ration. But now, instead of confining the 
employment of them to such purposes, 
whole regiments, rank and file, were 
paraded about when there was not even a 
necessity for a peace officer. Ills noble 
friend, therefore, was juslified in the in¬ 
ference, tlfat somewhere or other there 
did exist a tendency, as was proved by 
©very day’s experience during the last five 
or six years, to^lter the customs of the 
people, and habitivatc them more and 
more to the sight of the military. No 
one would deny that; and it would be for 
the noble lord to state whether, on a 
former occifSien, when a similar Subject 
was lifought under the notice of the 
House, he did not promise that the mili¬ 
tary should in future be called fiut only in 
case of absolute necessity, adding, that be 
was himself ignorant by whose orders they 
had been employed, but^that lie would in- 
quire, and,out,a stop to the practice; At 
ml events, he boiicvod the present was the 
first time the military had ever been called 
outlMi the occasion of the sovereign re¬ 
ceiving an address from the City'of Lon- 
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dun. The crowd itself, in his opinion, 
was caused by tire soldiers, who stopped 
his majesty’s liege subjects in passing 
through the streets. There would other¬ 
wise have been no more crowd on the 
present occasion than on former occasions, 
lie had himself seen at least half,a dozen 
city addresses carried in procession to 
Carlton Mouse, and never witnessed any 
remarkable crowd or assemblage of 
persons: and it' should be remembered 
that the citizens were enabled to pass 
through Fleet-street and the Strafuil, with¬ 
out any Impcdhncnt, hut the moment they 
came within sigjif of that quarter of the 
town where Carlton House was situated, a 
hand of music was prepared, and a regi¬ 
ment of soldiers were in waiting, not to 
keep the peace, but to gratify that foolish 
love of military parade, which, to use the 
words of his noble friend, existed some¬ 
where, though he did not mean to accuse 
ministers of creating it. 

I'he Altvineij (iencral said, he con¬ 
fessed he telt no such alarm as was enter¬ 
tained hy his hon. and learned friend, and 
the noble lord upon the subject of the em¬ 
ployment of the military', as growing out 
ot ■.'hat hud occurred that day. He be¬ 
lieved bis lion, aad learned friend Ifnew, 
as well as any one, that if a man, whether 
dress^ ill a red or a blue coat, invaded the 
pyi :jnal liberty of the subject, or stopped 
illegally upon the king’s highway, the 
courts of justice were open for redress, 
eitlienhy a criminal prosecution, or by an 
action for damages. He certainly did not 
think the question was one of a sufficiently 
grave complexion to merit the attention of 
parliament. It had been said by bis hon. 
and learned friend, that this was the first 
time the military had ever been so em¬ 
ployed. He was old enough to remem¬ 
ber, that during seven long years, while 
an impeachment was going on in V^est- 
irfinster-hall, he was regularly met by the 
military, anil told, that he could not go 
the way he wished' though he might by 
some other ^oad, and he could without the 
least diffiiM-illy, on those occasions, have 
permitted ihc person who was driving him 
to get into a quarrel. To speak, there¬ 
fore, of the present being the’ first time, 
was really to fall into a mistake upon a 
point which could hardly be unknown to 
any member of that House. His iron, 
and laarned friend coiupilalncd of u<o.place 
where the soldiqrs were assembled, and 
stated that no necessity for them was dis¬ 
covered, until they arrived id the neigh- 
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innoceiice, ann make the latteii no sliield 
to aai^ the ^wle thus unprotwted, ^ou 
will make common cause with the guilty, 
and protect tbco^ to protect tnemselves. 
The case has'now turned out se, and by 
«yQur barbarous enactmentSi you have de¬ 
moralized that province in Ireland, that 
in the day of difliculty and danger, was 
your rock of defence. Those gallant men, 
who, when yoqr secretary told Ireland 
fh^t she must defend herself, stepped out 
as one man in arms, now hang their heads, 
■drooping in despondenby; and the arm 
that then was lifted high ftr England’^ 

E rotection, hangs lifeless and inanimate 
y their side. This is the consequence 
of your law.—You say you have a pi-eceir 
dent from Alfred’s reign, an^ from Eng¬ 
lish sfafutes—1 would rather you had {ife- 
cedents of a later date than Alfred; I 
would rather look'to the sera of king Wil¬ 
liam's reign: the revolution would be a 
better tiqie to look for pri^cdcnts in. 
As to your English statutes fining a 
hahflet when a robbery is committed in 
open day, it canqot apply. The party 
robbed, if he makes a cry in the vicinage 
and they do not aid him to take the 
robber, but f're supine, may, be fined. / 
But in this case it is a felony, to whieV 
acceMaries may be afte^'•the fict, and tlife' 
apathy of the vicinage mny be construed 
into that sort of offence, \and besides it 
must be in ofien day. H|;re the case is 
not felony, and even the tiered.hour of 
night is denied as a defence, ^nd by night 
'most of th^ crimes are committed. Oh, 
Sir, it is vam to search for precedents; 
there are none. This law is without pre¬ 
cedent in prindpfc; iuis barbarous in its 
effects, if has a precedent in Russia; 
there 1 know there was such a law. It 
was attempted in Scotland, but it wai 
almost instaiftly repealed by the vigour* 
and determination of the gentlemen of 
tliat country, and since that time [it has 
not been heard of. I ask«you, at this 
moment,* afe ifot the highlands of Scotland 
more infested by illicit distillation than 
any part of Ireland? ' Apply it then to 
Scod^d, and we shall not so greatly 
murmur. But why is Ireland; brhy is my 
unfortunate country not to enjoy equal 
laws afld equal protection with England ? 
What was told us af the union that the 
ble|i^f9.o[^ the British constitution and 
Bri[||phNljber^ would directly expand over 
otdr Jwd; I hailed the wards irom the 
noble Rtd ^Castlereagh) below me; 1 call 
' pAbmt noir bis pledge, ur say— 
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Was the Hope (Irunk wlicrciq^wc slept, 

And wakes it now to look so green and 
pale. 

But if be is silent, or has not time to turn 
his thoughts to the miseries of his native 
country, I shall make my lust appeal to 
the justice, the liberty, and the^patience 
of a parliament, to whom the distressed 
never appeal in vain. My couniiry now 
have petitioned you, they rely*'on that 
House, that justice, and that liberality, 
satisfied that it is but to make their suf¬ 
ferings known, and you will redress them 
—satisfied th&t it is but «to touch the 
hem of your garment, and they shall be 
whole." *■ .. 

Mr. Peel complained of the unfairness 
of continuing the debate upon the general 
principle of the question at the time when 
his right bon. friend (Mr. Fitzgerald) had 
precluded himself from .replying, imagin¬ 
ing that the discussion would not be perse¬ 
vered in. If the right hon. baronet woo lost 
spoke felt so indignant at this unjust, un¬ 
constitutional, and tyrannical law, why had 
he so long remained quiet under it I The 
law was originally enacted by the Irish 
rpurliament, and the British parliament 
was the first to repeal it. At the time 
Vhen the system of fining town-lShds was 
notjcstablished, the gaol of Cavan was so 
full that it was necessary to give the pri¬ 
soners shelter by temporarily^.covering the 
yard: yet at thej^r(|y:..~'*‘moment, with 
ifliis severer law, the gaols were compara¬ 
tively, empty. The 'committee of 1812 
reported, aftef'full investigation, that this 
law, now so odious, should be enacted: 
only three Irish members attended the 
committee, theugh all were invited, and 
only seven votes were recorded against 
the bill for imposing fines on town-jands 
when it brought beQjre the House; 
among them was not found the name of 
the right hon. baronet. It was nov' to this 
b'lll, but to the low price of grain in Ire¬ 
land, that He (Mr. P.) attributed the in¬ 
crease of illicit distillation. As to the 
amount ofofines, he would ask whether 
tlw county of Uonegal had paid more in 
^neb than it ought to have paid in revenue 
from spiritsl^^onegal, iu truth, contri¬ 
buted butJIIIII, to the regular revenue, 
and with .^Hplditton of the fines that 
county wmilr Still Jiave a considerabld 
balance in its favour. iNo doubt It would 
be easy.to state individfual'Cases of hard¬ 
ship under any most beneficial law, but 
. no man would ebnte^ tlUt they formed 
^ a spud objection to it. „ \ 
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Sir iV. CBlthurst said *a few words in 
favour of the motion. 

Lord Millon hoped that the committee 
would enter at large into the whole ques¬ 
tion. The object of a duty was either 
to raise a rgvcnue, or to enforce morality; 
but if the* effect of it were to increase the 
consumntion of spirits, at least the moral 
habits m the people were not improved. 
He observed, that the law of fines was 
not unprecedented, since* even in Eng- 
^laud Jaws existed which imposed pccu- 
"niary penalties on districts^ but in this 
country they related to crimes that were 
7mla in se, and in Irch)nd to mala pro~ 
hihita. • 

Sir G. mu contended, that the distinc¬ 
tion between malti in se and mala prohibita 
was not in this case of importance. He 
justified the return made in 1812 to what 
was the ancient law of Ireland, with re¬ 
gard to fines on town-lands; and main¬ 
tained that the exertions of the gentry of 
Ireland had been most beneficial. The 
marquis of Abercorn, whose name had 
been so unfairly and indelicately intro¬ 
duced by a gallant general, had suc¬ 
ceeded in banishing almost every private 
still froip. his estates. E^en if the law 
• were more severe than at present, he 
would much rather submit to it than ’to 
the great evils that would result from the 
prevalence ofjitai^ dis'jillationf * 

Mr. mairuame't> that the gentry 

of Ireland had exerted themselves tg the 
utmost; but he expressed hie conviction 
that all their efforts coaild not co&iplete 
the suppression of private stills. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

Soap Excise Bile.] The Chancellor 
' of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day for the committee on the Soap bill.. 
Lord pulton hoped that tliis important 
measure \wuld be postponed until another' 
day. He had been given to itnderstand 
that an arrangement hat]^ been made with 
which the soap-manufacturers in London 
were satisfied; but as he apprehended that 
it would not equally please his constitti- 
ents, he begged to be distinctly informed 
what the arrangement was. 

The Chancelior of the Exchequer .said, 
th^t he had a reason for pressing the com¬ 
mitment that night, with which he thought 
the noble lord wquIJ concur: at present 
the consumers wi^e in fact paying the 
duly to the maniJ|ci:ucer8,*who had pro- 
portibnably raia^’ the*^rice of soap, and 
who were abth to'retain the whole addB 
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tional pront for themselves/no bill having 
yet passed; t 

Mr. H(^ey said that die manufacturers 
of soft Map might be satisfied, but he 
doubted it the manufacturers of hard soap, 
were contented with the arrangement. 
The duties ought to be raised proportion- 
ably on each kind of soap, and then many 
objections would be removed. , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that one of the propositions in the com¬ 
mittee would be to> remove that disjnirity; 
and he. had authority to state, that with 
tnat amendment the manufacturers of 
London would be satisfied. 

.Sir M, W. Ridley thought the soap- 
makers with whom he was connected 
would not complain if the duty^ere 
equal upon hard and soft soap. Objec¬ 
tions upon the general iprinciple would, 
however, yet remain. Potash was a most 
material ingredient in the manufacture, 
and he had reason to believe that the 
export of potash from Russia would tie 
prohibited in the course pf twelve months. 

Lord Millon asked if by the arrange¬ 
ment the whole of the drawback upon bard 

S I was to be allowed ? _ 

he CkanceUor offthe Exchequer said,' 
it was iKsJnl^ion to omit the clause 
diminished the drawbadk, and to give 
the manufactured all the advantages Uiey 
before^os8es|ed| It would b^ found that 
the readied 'dixy on soft soap vigiuld be 
raised to tbe*same proportion it before 
held. H'e,added, that the whole of the 
new dutyjwouM be drawn bacK^n expor¬ 
tation, and as much of the old duty as had 
before beep all owed^. * • 

Mr. Protheroe said, that the BriRol ma¬ 
nufacturers would not be contented uhlesS 
tlu duty attached equally upon bard and 
spft soap. He objected to tlse principle 
of the tax, as bearing hard upon the 
lower classes; and wished it had been 
brought forward in the first Instance as a 
measure of taxation* which was t|t& shape 
it now assumed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequerf fat 
Jhe purpose of removing any notion that 
ministers hi^ concealed their real design 
in this measure, explained, that it origi¬ 
nated in a desire to give eacouragLaient 
to the whale fishery: it first, tlierefore 
presented itself as amiatter of r^ulation, 
until it was found that it might oe useful 
al a measure of revenue. * 

^'‘Thq^bill t^nwent through the 
mittch. • * . 
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REdisTRT OF Slaves]. ^'Mr. Hart 
Davis presentdtj a petition froifi the plan¬ 
ters, merchants and others interested in 
the British West*' India colonieF, residing 
at Bristol, setting forth, 

** “ That the petitioners have heard with 

the most serious alarm that notice has 
been given of a bill about to be introduced 
into the , House purporting to enforce, 
throughout the British West India colo¬ 
nies, a general registry of slaves, to be en¬ 
forced by penalties and forfeitures, and 
disclosing in its details a spirit of interfer¬ 
ence with the local legislation of Ihe cb- i 
Ionics, which, from the combined con- ] 
siderations of policy and justice, cannot- 
be too anxiously chocked and deprecate'd: 
andflhat they have forborne •’time past seen 
with the most serious regret, and cohfem- 
plated with alarm,,a scries of endeavours 
to induce abcliefin the parliament and peo¬ 
ple of the united kingdom thq;t the statutes 
for the abolition of the slave trade have 
bfiKsome non-effective, or at least weakened 
in operation, by the bad faith and illicit 
conduct of the 1:olonists: and that the 
bill in question can only be founded upon 
the principle that those charges against 
‘ the colonists*have either beeil strictly a^i, 
legally substantiated fcy c^chce in ^v,u- 
meroi^ and flagrant instanc'^, or have be¬ 
come so generally notorwus as to render 
proofunnetfessary; and tfat the pe^tioners 
nave been unable, from tiijB lecon.ls of par¬ 
liament, the proceedings of courts of' 
judicature, or from any olher *public or 
authentia^uurce, to discover the slightest 
evidence of this delinquency; but, on the 
contrary, they have seen the colonial le¬ 
gislatures^ expressly 'Shiiyliig the imputa¬ 
tion,-and boldly challenging the assertors 
to the proof, and they have heard, and be¬ 
lieve, that his majesty’s government is now 
in possession of positive information, de¬ 
rived from the bigh^'st and most authentic 
sources, that the acts for the abolition of 
the sli^ve trade have in no^ instance been 
infringed; that the pr^itioners submit with 
confidence to the House, that it is con- 
trdiry to the principles of British jurispru- 
^cence, the birth-right of ^ghshmen, and** 
the natural privileges of free-born subjects, 
to s\iger penalty, either in person, cha¬ 
racter, or estate, hut for offences legally 
charged and strictly proved; that the pro¬ 
posed biR it evidently viewed by the colo¬ 
nists not only as oppressive invtself, and 
in dflect violation of the unalterable prln- 
cijdes before, laid down, *bdM8 intrqdue; 
toiy to a HK^e dilltoded symm orihter- 
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ference with their municip.il regulations 
and domestic concerns; and that the pe- 
tioners beg leave most humbly, but ear¬ 
nestly, to draw the attention of the House 
to the perilous results which must be ex¬ 
pected from the legislative adoption of a 
measure viewed by the colonfstti, and, as 
the petitioners believe, by a large propor¬ 
tion of tlie inhabitants of the motl'fer coun¬ 
try, as founded upon no just principle, re¬ 
sulting from ho deliberate inquiry, but 
tending, in a great measure, to a}|cnate 
from Great Britain the ofteclion of her 
West India colonies, from whom she has 
hitherto rcceivetf the warlncst, most libe¬ 
ral, and most effieu nt support, not only in 
revenue, but in every ether resource con¬ 
ducive to the stiength and well-being of a 
state; that the petitioners, although they 
cannot, without the most serious appre¬ 
hension and alarm, coiftemjtlatc any mea¬ 
sure which may tend, even in idea, to en¬ 
danger an intercourse so beneficial and so 
valuable, yet they are desirous to seize ibis 
occasion of declaring to the House, that 
they feel the most sincere solicitude to 
promote, by every rational and scenro 
course of proceeding, any further amelio¬ 
ration in the condition of slaves jn the Bri¬ 
tish colonics whiich circumstances may re¬ 
quire, and they feci that the interest of 
the proprietor is indissolubly connected 
with the f/ell being of which 

the law has guar^te^fer-iVim the possession, 
but they submit to the. consideration of 
the House, t^at amelioration in such con- 
ditionuis not likely, to result from a mea¬ 
sure like the present, originating, as the 
petitioners firmly believe, in ab-'olutc ig¬ 
norance ofthfe subject, and the important 
consequences connected with it; and that 
the petitioners, resting with confidence 
in the wisdom and justwe of the Hoiu-c, 

• hflmbly pray .that the bill in question may 
,.not pass into a law, and that the nl-tilioDer» 
may be Ij^eard by their counsel or agent, 
against the same.” 

Mr. Prothcroc*said, that several of the 
were to his knnwlegeas decid¬ 
ed advocates for the abolition of the slave 
trade as any class of men in the empire. 
It was notorious, indeed, that themer- 
i chants of Bristol voluntarily abandoned 
I the sltrve trade, before it was abolished by 
the legislature. Therefore this pctitioa 
was entitled to peeuwar attention. 

' Mn Brougham said, Ife had no disposi¬ 
tion to deny the merckmts of Bristol any 
compliments the Iron. rA^nnber thought 
proper to prooouQcc: bat ho could not see 
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what motive*coul(l prorap* those merchants 
to petition against a bill aftectinjr the West 
India colonics, or what sort of interest the 
petitioners could feel upon the subject of 
a measure, not yet brought befo^je ^ the 
House, and which those petitioners ven¬ 
tured tt^dhll a . breach of the constitu¬ 
tion. 

IjoriStCasUereagli rose to ask Mr. Wil- 
berforce, whether he proposed to bring 
forward any measure with respect to the 
re gi^r v of daves in the West Indies du- 
'■•"fmgme {M^ent sessions, because ifsuch 
were his hon. friend’s intention, he should 
press upon his attention certain considera¬ 
tions, which he Jiope^ would induce him 
to waive his pur^se. The negociations 
pending with certain foreign powers upon 
the subject of the slave trade, materially 
bore upon the question to whch his project 
referred, and upon the result of those ne- 
gociatinns his non. friend might himself 
leel it expedient to vary his grounds. He 
did not mean to say, that if those negoci¬ 
ations were even successful, it might not 
still be expedient to adopt some practical 
measure lor the registration of slaves. 
Such a measure would clearly be useful 
as it would afford an accurate knowledge 
of the 1}lack population «r our colonies.* 
He need not state to his hon. friend that 
government were friendly to his system,' 
as that syste fi.had been acted ppon in tjic 
several cQloni^l*^Jer its immediate con¬ 
trol. But with respedt to the other cb^ 
lonies, he suggested* for the eonsidoratbn 
of his hon. friend, whctherllis sys^^m was 
not much more likely lo be eftective, and 
his object more secure of attainment, if 
carried on in concert, and with the co-ope¬ 
ration of the local legislatures. These le¬ 
gislatures were known to have themselves 
a measure of registration in view, and he 
assured bis hon. friend that governtnent 
would M»niit no endeavour* to draw their 
attention* to the subject. On these grountfs 
he hoped his hon. friend wAild abstain 
from pressing any measure for the present. 
To the introduction of his ban. friend’s 
bill he did not mean to object,* but he 
trusted that he would not advance itCar-»| 
. tber than a first reading. As to the right 
of parliament to legi*]e'^e for the colonies, 
sotlung short of alyolute necessity should 
flrge the assertion pf that right, however 
indisputable,espeewfy on a measure which 
proposed to auujecf these colonies ,t0 tax¬ 
ation against th^riU of the local authori¬ 
ties. From of \he Spanish co- 

'•'■'■tieswere »o doubt ftflbrd- 
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ed for the^clandostine importation afslaves 
into our Settlements, but he looked for an 
effectual guard against the evil in the con¬ 
duct of tie local legislatures, who would 
he hnped^e induced to take*up the matter 
themselves. • 

Mr. M. A. Taylor assured tlie hon. gen¬ 
tleman and the House, that he would use 
every influence wiiich his connexion with 
the colonies afforded, to pjoniote the main 
object of the hon. gentleman’s measure, 
namely, the registration of slaves; for he 
was most anxious\o support any measure 
irhicb promised any benefit to the ne¬ 
groes. 

Mr. WilSerforce said, he was happy to 
bear the hon. gentleman’s declaration, as 
his influenct vcot^i ld not be doubt^: but 
yet ait must be remembered, that every 
exertion used, every promise held out in 
1797 , to induce the cdlJnial authorities to 
co-operate in the abolition of the trade, 

f iroved totiflly unavailing; and .therefore 
le could not, he confessed, feel any .very 
sanguine hopes from that quarter upon 
the present occasion, ijt was impossible, 
however, that be should not feel the force 
of the appeal of his noble friend; for his 
success in .fosmer ^gnrintiowi upon the 
' «fNe subject natmallycncouraged his re- 
'iance upoi^tbe ii^ult of tlie negociations 
alluded to. He should therefo^ make 
one concessionf to the advice and opinion 
of lii^loobl^rLfnd. But still he felt the 
propri^^|<jme discussion upoe the me¬ 
rits of tliMneasure he had in contempla¬ 
tion ; aSdkwffh a view to thy^iscussion, 
he shouM m^e for some papers on that 
day se’nnight. He concurred fully with 
his noble my^dptbat the eo-opgration of 
the local legislation would moSt materially 
aid the object which he had in view*. But 
while he wished to abstain from any lan¬ 
guage at all likely to offend, be could not 
consent to deceive lijmself; and therefore 
he should undoubtedly bring forward, at 
an early periad of next session, his pro¬ 
mised measure to prevent life clandestine 
importation of slaves into our West India 
colonies, by establishing a system of regis¬ 
tration. With regard to the publications 
which ha^ appeared on this subject, such 
intentions and actions bad been attributed 
to liim by some of thos# writers,wthat if 
true nothing but a 'special providence 
could have saved him from be|Qg hanged 
30 year| ago. He was nof, however, in 
l^thewigbtest degree disturbed by sjjph ac- 
cus^ions, espeeially considering the quar- 
k ]^Oce they came. He reepL 
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lected 0 remar\ of Mr. Gibbonj that every 
class bad ito Own peculiar or notC) 
or cry, and he'could easily diMover the 
quarter whence howl againsf him pro¬ 
ceeded. Men were likely to speak the 
(language of the circle with which they 
naixed, and he was always likely to incur 
the abuse of a certain circle. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Motion fok a Bill to hepeal the 
U suKY LawsJ. Mr* Serjeant Onslow 
rose and said* * i 

Mr. Speaker The motipn which 1 
now rise to make is, for leave to bring in 
a bill to repeal the laws which regulate 
the ^e of Interest oq,.{};riyrte Loans of 
Money.' I mean that the repeal shall --be 
absolute and unqualified, except as to the 
time when the operation of the act shall 
commence. I am convinced that the laws 
in question are so radically absurd, mis¬ 
chievous, and unjust, that no modification 
of fhem ought to be attempted. Indeed, 
Sit, 1 am not in general fond of modifica¬ 
tions ; 1 agree with Mr. Burke in regard- 
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terest to be lawful. The fathers of flie 
church seem to have singled out this prac¬ 
tice, as the object of their keenest invec¬ 
tives: one of them closes a virulent decla- 
matipp, by declaring all who took interest 
for loans of money to be, “ dogs, monsters, 
vipers, and devilsanother c'al^ them 
“ baptized Jewsa third compared them 
to “ bawds, robbers, and house-brefekers 
and pope ILeo the great, at a later period, 
declaimed with equal absurdity and viru¬ 
lence against the practice. ‘^It wa^Juot 
merely on the authority of tW text ot 
Scripture 1 haVe alluded to, that these en¬ 
lightened ecclcsiautics foiAidcd their opi¬ 
nions. Aristotle, to\iwho/je authority they 
implicitly submitted thei^* understandings, 
had found out, that interest ought not to 
be “ taken for money, because money 
was in its nature barren';”—to minds in 
the habit of implicit submission, no sophism, 
however silly, is revolting, if it proceeds 
from authority they venerate. Sir, the 
reformers did not early throw off these 
shackles. Luther declared that the pope 
having sanctioned the legality of the 
_ “ contractus redemptionis,” had tolerated 

ing them as the resources of weak unde- kisury, and held that to be a decisive proof 
ciding mindst-^ AUJi^^gh ix general thos^ that tlie pope was Antichrist. Melanc- 


who argue for imposinc or co^nuing 


strictionsarejuftlyexpS^tico show their v,in milder terms, that taking interest for 


necessity; yet, when 1 aL;empt to destroy 
a system so ^ng established, and to which 
so much blind deference B^s been,^id, it 
may be thought I am calledto state, 
in the first instance, the grouiii^l of my 
proceedings^. Many of the l^s*e!|^acted in 
ages of darkness, and which bt^e been 
repealed in times^of more advanced civili¬ 
zation, h^d tlieir origiwsXTs^i^ropeous views 
of policy: Snd the system I now seek to 
demolish, had its origin in the most grove¬ 
ling superstition. The taking of interedc 
for a loan of money, or usury, as all inte-'^; 
vest was then called, was held in abhor¬ 
rence from the mistaken application and 
extension of a text in Scripture. Against 
this pratti<;c,'in any 5 him%>, all the censures 
of the church were mrected. In the 
council of Lateran, it was held, that it 
could not be allowed, even if the profit 
was ^plied to the redempiiondf captives: 
mod it was decreed, that those who receiv¬ 
ed interest, shoUd be excluded from the 
communion of Christians in their lifetime, 
and abould.be deprived* of the burM rites 
q%r th|jf ;J|dbc^ unless their heirs res-J 
toi^Mihyiiir'taken.* In the 
Oouocil of Vienna condei 
tiU'who held the 




thon, Bezar, Zuinglius, all agree/though 


money is sinful. Calvin, indeed, admits that 
it did not appear to him frqjp'any scriptu¬ 
ral authority tha^th^-fUKing cd' interest 
was altogether to be condemned, but adds, 
that those who took interest should not 
be sullied in a well-constituted govern¬ 
ment, but that they shouldbeexpelledfrom 
the society of men. 

Agreeing, Sir, with the opinion that to 
trace an error to the fountain head, is to 
refute it, I have thought it not a waste of 
the time of the Houses.* to show what 
were the opinions of the Christian world, 
when our ancestors legislated on (his sub¬ 
ject. And, Sir, the laws they enacted 
were as absUrd as the opinions that pro¬ 
duced them. 4 appears that from the 
farii'.'st iiesiods of our legal polity, down 
to the reign of Henry 8tb, the taking 
of interest was absolutely prohibited to 
Christians, although for a considerable 
portion of that period it was allowed to 
the Jews, I suppose, the same maxims 
of policy by whicl^ ik Turkey the ba¬ 
shaws are allowed to wlunder tne people, 
that they may in their Hum be plundered 
by the rorte. The fif^.statute that al¬ 
lows the takbff tnfiprestKiWtui passed in 
titf reign of Henty ai^ which oi« 
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pressly state*, that the I*ws made for the 
prevention of that practice had been in¬ 
effectual : the rate of interest allowed by 
that statute was 10 per cent. In the reign 
of Edward 6th, the horror against taking 
of interest revived in full force, the act 
of his fa^i^r was repealed, and the taking 
of any interest was utterly prohibited, 
as a fice most odious and detestable,” 
and declared contrary to the word of God. 
The consequence of which was, according 
to a-j^ onteihjtorarv historian, that the rate 
■"■MinterCTtt^'hich was commonly taken 
rose to 14'per cent. In ’the reign of 
queen Eli^abetii, the ineiiicacy of the 
prohibition was d4covj^d, and the former 
rate of 10 per cent allowed; but a clause 
was inserted, declaring the talcing of inte¬ 
rest to have been forbidden by the law of 
God, and to be sinful and detestable. 
This clause. Sir, *jt appears was inserted 
in compliance with the opinions of the 
bishops, who would not consent to the 
passing of the act without this declaration 
—indeed it did not pass the House of 
Commons without strong opposition; it 
was encountered there with ail the viru¬ 
lence of ignorant superstition, and one of 
its opponents (Dr. Wilson, a man famous 
in his d&y, and whom Di? Johnson men-’ 




knowledge), after declaring, that it was 
not the amc^ru^f the rate ef interest 
taken that coiun^ed t|)e crime, but th^t 
all lending for any gain, be it ever so* 
little, was wickedness nefore^od and man, 
and a damnable deed itself, aoid that 
there was no mean in this vice, any more 
than in murder or theft,’* ended with 
telling a ridiculous story of tin ass in Italy, 
on whom the dead body of a man who 
had taken interest being laid, in order to 
be carried to thevchurcb, had such instinc¬ 
tive horror of its burthen, that it imttie- 
diately *Van away with the body to th^ 
callows. In the reign of James Ist, the 
legal rate of interest was feduced to 
8 per cent.; during the%ommonwealth» to 
6 per cent., and after the restofttipn, that 
rate w^ adopted. In the reign of queen 
Anne it was reduced to 5 per ^nt.* at*! 
which rate it has eve^ince continued in 
Great Britain, but a Mgher rate is allowed 
in Ireland and in tip colonies. • 

The first author pho seems to have at¬ 
tacked this pdlicylwas Mr. Locke; he 
boldly combats fbe'expediency of any re- 
Bhiettons, and^ilclares jheir inefficacy. 
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mon^cai^be regulated by law, '«nd to 
that 1 thiiK, generally spiking, one may 
say it is manifest it cannm ;^for since it is 
impossibla to make a lav^ thqt shall hinder 
a man ft<m giving his money or estate to 
whom he pleases, it will be impossible, by* 
any contrivance of law, to hinder men, 
skilled in the power they have over their 
own goods, the ways of conveying them 
to others, to purchase meney to be lent 

them, at what rate soever, their occasions 
shall make it necessary for them to have 
it. For it is to be remembered, that no 
Xian borrow^ money or pays use out of 
mere pleasure; it is the want of money 
that drives men to that trouble aqd charge 
df borrowing, and proportlonably t 0 { this 
want will enai^UApo have it, wjyitever 
pricA it costs him. '^lierein the skilful 
will always so manage u as to avoid the 
prohibition of your lavt^ and keep out of 
its penalty, do what you can. What, 

then, will *be the unavoidable conse¬ 
quences of such a law? 1st, It will make 
the difficulty of borrowing and lending 
much greater whereby ivade (the founda¬ 
tion of riches) will be obstructed. 2d, It 
will be a prejudice to those who most need 
^assistance ani^ heljj.—■irrrHft'idows and. 
o'^ans. VBd, It lull mightily increase the 


tions as celebrated for the extent of*his ^advantages of'ffl^ers and^criveners, and 


other such expo 
the a^antages,' 
cordim^oi' 
infallibM 


t brokers, who, slcilled in 
f putting out money ac¬ 
he and natural value, will 
#vhat the true valu^of inte¬ 
rest shall Ife^bove the legal. 4)th, It is 
likely m ^aiue great perjuriji>V) the na¬ 
tion. l^t tnat law cannot keep men 
from taking more use than you set (the 
want gf jjiiiinj iTrin[ that qloue which 
regulates its price) will perhaps appear, 
if we consider how hard it is to set a 
jlWce on wine, or silks, or otjier unneces¬ 
sary articles. And how impossible it ts 
to set a rate upon victuals in a time of 
famine. For money being a universal 
commodity, aftd as necessary to trade as 
food is to life, ev%ry body must* have it 
at what rate they can get it, and unavoid¬ 
ably pay dear when it is scarce; youtnay 
as rationally hope to set a fixed rate upon 
the hire of houses or of ships, as of 
money. In reject of the varying need 
and necessity of monej, ft is as little ca- 

f table of having its yearly hire fixed by 
aw as land itself.' Those g^ho consider 
^inj^ boi^ond their names, will find that 
as weiras all other commedities, 


-— —-- j. , ntOl^VJTn 

^ “T^firs^ thing to be const-MslM^Ieto^e Inme changes and ine(|uaH 


dered ^ whMbeaithe pri^ of the hire 


flryUQ 

iathls respect of the 




nf its tvalud, brought in by tinoe in the 6th; similar effects have tajcen place in 
succession of affairs, the rate ol .money is countries governed by the Mahometan 
less capable of \)eing regulated by law in laws; and the more rigid the execution of 
aby country ^lan^hc rent of lanl], because the laws of prohibition has been, the more 
to the quick changes that Happen in exorbitant the rate of interest actually 
•trade, this too must be added; that taken. Similar effects ensue when the 
money may be brought in or carried out legal rate of interest is below thp market 
of the kingdom, which land cannot."* rate; the wants of mankind have greater 
Such, Sir, were the sentiments of that influence than the regulations of tCie law, 
great man; even at that period, on this im- and as the creditor will not aqccpt of a less 
portant subject; sentiments, the truth of compensation than the use of it is worth, 
which recent occurrences have fully de- the debtor must recompence ^im for,.^hc 
monstrated. Near twenty years ago, Mr. risk he runs; and the premiuijibof tlmt in- 
Bentham (who is well know A as an acuk7 surance is added to what wouhl otherwise 
and independent thinkor), published his be accepted as tire full value of the loan, 
admirable treatise on this subject. 1 am Sir, without' rdu^irrii^ back to more 
happy to find, that he has recently repub- distant periods, let us observe the recent 
lishodjt. I trust most^finobers have read effects of these laws. Money for many 
it, and to those who'have, any arguments years lias not been obtainable on the best 
of mine must b^ unnecessary. He has securities at the legal rate of interest, ex- 
indeed exImustcaiaH that can be said on cept in cases where money has been placed 
the subject, and though I may not ex- in the hands of trustees, and the applica- 
pressly naention his name in what 1 have tion of it limited to mortgages; or w'hcre 
<0 add on this subject, 1 beg leave to say estates have been sold on the express con« 
that much indeed will be borrowed from dition, that part of the purchase money 
his labours: there is only one part of this should remain on mortgage for a stipulated 
subject on which I presume to difler from number of years; the very few other in- 
him; ho thinks that laws restraining the ‘stances in which it has been so lent, can 
.rale of be •aflieacious; oty be accounted for, either by the impulse of 

that point I think 1 qan show* that 4|r. '’private friendsldp, or by circuinstanccs of 
Locke formed /i juster^C-ksidn. Let u^ a very peculiar nature. Such a situation 
Sir, consider what causes influence the is the natural, the inevitable result of an 
natural, or ^market rates of interest, or attempt to^counteract thg^stural course 
compensation for the loarilof ^ng^ Mr. of pecuniary tran^actinitJY gentlemen pos- 
Hume wys, that high icterQsHti^lscs from .sessed of ample freehold estates, over 
three circumstances, a grea4»-^laand for which they.^had the absolute control, 
borrowing«.Jittle riches to sup^w that de- have boon ctmpelled to resort to the same 
Snand, and great profits arijtng »om com- destructive expedients, as were formerly 
merce; that low interest proceeds from the resource of those who had only a per- 
the threp oppbsite ciiwwK^toipces, a small sonal, or at the utmost a security for the 
demand for borrowing, great riches to term of their own lives to ofter; annuities 
supply that demand, and small profits aris- have been granted for the term of several 
ing from commerce. But to the causfes lives, at the rale of 12„ 14, and 15 per 
of high ratc'of interest enumerated by Mi*, cent., in addition to which the grantors 
Hume, may be added the intervention of have been compelled to pay the lAemiunis 

of insurance on the lives of the persons 
named in 'the grant of the annuities, I 
know that very refcenlly a gentleman pos¬ 
sessed ..ofoa large estate, in fee simple 
granted an annuity for four lives (and the 
sufVivw of them), named by the grantee 
for the consideratipn of eight years pur¬ 
chase: these annuiMes are made redeem¬ 
able, and considered and treated for 
merely as loans of piaiey. My hon. add 
learned friend, the m^ber for Ashburton 
(Mr. IVestOD^, ^pho'^seems to imagine, 
that all. the evdf of madjpnd, both politieal 
and natural, are to be cuKd by legislation, 
ofiy that even soil and cUoaate are under 


injudicious laws on the subject. When¬ 
ever the interest of money bas been pro- 
hibited*by 14W, such ivp'ulation, instead of 
preventing has always increased, the evil 
of i^suiy; the debtor has been obliged to 
pay not only for the use of the money, < 
but for the risk the creditor ru*b8 of incur¬ 
ring the penalties of usury ;'^thi8 was fully 
ghon^ by the l^iddcn rise that took place 
in the rate of iaterbst, when the prohibl- 
jtion was r/mewed in tile reign of Edward 

• ♦ itpeke’s Coasideratidds of thej^on^ 
^quences of lowering Intbrest and^isiof^ 
the Value of Money- 
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the control of parliament, lately moved 
for and obtained (though with difficulty), 
leave to bring in a bill to prevent annui¬ 
ties being granted, with conditions for 
their redemption. * The reception the 
proposition met with from tlie Hbuse, 
will, 1 fsim;^, prevent his proceeding fur¬ 
ther witlr his project. What, Sir, could 
be theaeffcpt of such a law, but to compel 
those who wanted money, to grant irre¬ 
deemable annuities ? lt.could only aug¬ 
ment the evil it sooght to remedy. This 
ofc.S'^uity has been of late so pre¬ 
valent, asUinost to superfode th^ other 
modes of fva|ion w'hjch IVlr. Bentham 
enumerates. ^ Countries similar 

ellects have fol^wda from similar laws. 
Mr. Bentham points out how the law Ax¬ 
ing the rate of interest was evaded in 
Russia and in France. Dr. Adam Smith 
s)iows that th^ attempts to limit the 
amount of the interest taken, has been 
equally ineflectual. In Holland and at 
Hamburgh the rate of interest has been 
left to its natural operation; and whilst 
here and in other countries where it has been 
limited by law, the market rate has risen 
so far above the legal rate, the rate of in¬ 
terest both in Holland and at Hamburgh, 
has b(An under the rate «vc Ax by law. i 
am credibly informed that the avprag^ 
rate has not exceeded 4> per cent, Bu<> 
Sir, it is nqj^ only in times w^en the ,gc- 
neral markei'i^^ of interest exceeds the 
legal rote, that the evi^of those laws ti|^e 
felt; they are felt, although in an jnferior 
degree, when the market iSte of^interest, 
on the best securities* is equal to the legal 
rate; then those who have only personal or 
inferior security to oAer, are subject to the 
evils, and compelled to resort to the eva¬ 
sions, I have just mentioned. How much 
our distresses ^tave been augmented by 
the operations of these laws, has Jbeen* 
most ably and eloquently shown on for¬ 
mer occasions by my hon. and learcthd 
friend, the member fur Winchelsea. * 
Much indeed. Sir, cV) 1 lament that bis 
various and important avocatjpns did not 
allow him to comply with my solicitations 
to bring this measure before the conside¬ 
ration of parliament. In his hands it must 
have been irresistibl/; but 1 trust it can¬ 
not fail of ultinrwe success, eyen when 

•introduced by a^an so private, so un¬ 
aided by any polilccll connexion as myself. 

„ * SeeVol.^Xl/. p. 336. ‘ ^ 

* Mr. Bi-^aay See Vol. XXXIL 

#' 


:am. ! May 22 , 1816| [730 

liut. Sir, Whit arc the reasons that are 
alleged in defence of these Jaws ?* What 
are the lonjections that jiave been urged 
against waving the interest, or in other 
words, tfie rent or hire of money to Arid 
its own level, in the same manner qs 
the rent of land or houses, or the hire of 
any other commodity? One that 1 am 
told has been urged is, that in that case 
all would be lenders and no.borrowers; 
another, that no trade would bo followed, 
but that of lending money. Sir, 1 really 
believe these objections arc as we’l founa- 
^cd, ag any qf the others that 1 have heard 
urged. It has been said, that if the rate 
of interest was"'unrestrained, that the 
greatest part of it would be lent to pro¬ 
digals an d^ proje ctors; and even Dr. 
^dpm Smltir'B&Mipit his great* mitho- 
rity to that objection. |Is that the course 
pursued in other occurwnccs of life ? Do 
gentlemen habitually let their farms to 
those who*oAer the highest rents, without 
any attention to the prospect of payment? 
When money is plentiful in the market, 
do lenders only seek Uic highest rate of 
interest without regard to the nature of 
the security? But, Sir, I can refute the 
doctor by^ hja own a mhori ty—a very few 
j^es before no lays TTowm U le position 1 
' now combytjtf^elivers the following sen¬ 
timents : TIk stock Which is lent at 

interest is alnuys considered as q capital 
by t?* lender^ He expect! that in due 
time it'if/ip bb restored to him,^ and that 
in the f time, the borrower is to pay 
him a »[e^in annual rent for the use of it. 
The burro^'jr may use i^iSther as a 
capital'or as a stock reserved for imme¬ 
diate coDsum pt.ig]|,> ; if* he uses it as a 
capilaf,"11§ eujpoys it in the*mlklntcnance 
of productive labourers, who reproduce the 
•value with a proBt; he can in this case, 
both restore the capital and pay tb& in¬ 
terest, without alienating or encroaebiag 
upon any other soilrce of revenue. If he 
uses it as a (Stock reserved for immediate 
consumption, he^acts the par^ «f a pro¬ 
digal, and dissipates in the maintenance 
of the idle, what was destined for thg sup¬ 
port of the industrious. He can in this 
case neiriier restore the capital nor pay 
the interest, without either alienating or 
encroaching upon soraevother source of 
revenue, such as the property or the 
rent of land. The stock which is lent at 
intcresl^ is no doubt, oceaSionalljr em- 
pi(AjBd in both tliese ways, but in th^ 
fotfaier jnuch more frequently thib in th^ 
Oainr Tln> miin whn borrows to SDfihd. > 
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wi|l 9004 be ruined, and he whofi lends to And here, Sir, I cannot help^'emarki^, 
Ufhi will eenei^Uv have occasion repent that all the governments who liave restrain- 
his folly. Ti( borrow or to Ipnd fpr ed the rate of interest on private loans, 
ai^h a purpOBcf, tlysrefore, is in ul cases, have found themselves habitually com- 
where gross oSury is out of the question, nelled to exceed that rate in their public 
contrary to the interest of both parties; loans' Indeed, in this country, so re^ 
9 nd tiiough it, no doubt, happens some* cently after the passing of the act qf queen 
'» tildes that people do both we one and Anne, as the 3rd year of the reign of her 
other, yet from the regard that all successor, thje bank of England was (allow- 
wen have for thqir own interest, we may ed to give a greater rate of i^iterest tor 
be assured that it cannot happen so very money borrowed,* than the rsfte fixed by 
frequently as we are sometimes apt to law. In addition to all other^onsidei;;^; 
imagine. Ask any rich ‘man of common tions, I think that it is unjust,^.«w^ as 
prudence, to which of tlie two sonts of <: impolitic, to fix a maximum qw the pro- 
people be has lent the greater part of his duce of money. Sir, I repeal that opi- 
stociE—to tbos,e who he thinks will employ nion, notwithstaddm^, th^estures of the 
it profitably, or to those who will spend it* chancellor of the exMiq^er. But, Sir, 
jd]y—bB will laugh at joujiga: proposing although 1 am decidedly of opinion, that 
the quelrtion. Evfin' uiaol^ borrowers, the distresses of the country, particularly 
therefore, not thei people in the world of the landed interest, in all its branches 
most famous for fri^^lity, the number of have been most materially aggravated (in 
the frugal and industrious surpasses con- many instances produced) by the opera- 
siderab^ (bat of the prodigaf and idle, tion of these laws, I do not intend that 
But, Sir, if the law is to interfere with the repeal should immediately take effect; 
respi^t to prodigals, why is their inter- an instantaneous repeal, even of this most 
ference confined Jo loans of money? absurd and pernicious system would not 
Why not extended to their purchases of now be in my opinion either desirable or 
goods ?—modes by which prodigals obtain safe; it would tend too much to disturb 
money, at jAUck„.g^ter«,^i8advantage existing contracts; therefore I shall pro¬ 
tean any excess or interest,—t^eir sa^ pbse in the committee to fix a day* some 
of estates, or to the qu^^taM'they bor- '^eara distant, as the time when the ope- 
, row, as Well as the rate m interest they ration of the act shall commence. Sir, 
pay ? With rpspect to projsctors, 1 must viewing theje laws as I d^i as having 
observe with Mr. Bentha%, 4hat^lose had their foundation in bli^.lu superstition, 
manufactves we exult in, k|,\li^i^u8es to, have been framd^ in no spirit of true 
and ingredients of national -^iylpcrity, policy, tos adverse to 'every just end of 
were originaj^v. projects; thatjpi4a^ver is political fconodfy, aiid as one of the prin- 
now the routine of trade, was once pro- cipal causes of our present embarrass-r 
ject; whatever is now estabiishmeni, was roents: 1 move, That leave be given to 
at one time intiavation.«J^£gj^with him, bring in a bill to repeal the Laws, which 
that those wlfo aim at any imprdifthnent, regulate or restrain the Kate of Interest.** 
those whose ingenuity stands in need of The CAanceiiortj^tAe £j:c^e^oertboaght 
wealth for its assistant, come witliin the <' that after parliament had borrowed eleven 
description of projectors; that to limit in- <iundred millions, under the existence of 
terest to a rate at whic{^ the carriers op of the laws in question, and the faith of their 
old and well established trades, are glad continuance, it would neither be wise nor 
to borrow it, is to give them the monopoly just to repeal* them at once, and without 
of the meqpy \narket; «nd with him, I due deliberation. 'Fhe system of our pub- 
also say, that the progress of the pros- lie debt, whieh might be affected by any 
rarity^f mankind has been much retarded chatgc of tbexa, imposed upon the House 
by these laws. the ifecessity of caution in entertaining 

Another objection that I jba^e heard any proposition like ^at of the hon. and 
urged is, that in consequence of these learned gentleman, lilie creditors of the 
lawf^ gWernment has been enabled to state, who had lent theV money' when a 
borrow at a lower rate than it could have certain system of rq^taction prevailed,* 
the rate of inteibst bad been un- might have reason to complain of a- wmit 
restraht^.' off, whatever diminisi^eB the of equity,and good^th,Mf the laws were 
prostN^r^ of the country, must increisc Suddenly altered thw reg^ted the other*** 
the of the chanceller of the »- japney transactions the^scommuoity. 

in eoatracUog £br a repeal might be vqry^orioiu to 
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suppositi 


7^33] Jbr a Bill tm Repeal the Usurp Laws. 

public credit. He did flot state it as his | sufficie 
positive belief tliat this would be the con-1 so dero 
sequence; but still, as it was possible such 
aconsequence might follow,hedid not think 
the danger ought upon slight grounds to 
be risked. It was said, that the laws 
against #i&ry had no beneficial effect in 
preventing it, as they were in practice 
evadetf, and only forced the borrower to 
pay a highv rate than he would otherwise 
be required\o do, if all tegal interference 
vvettremo^d. He was ready to allow 
"“we ifirtfc &f this statement in some in¬ 
stances ; 1^ still he would conteifd that 
the law, tliougS sometifliqs evaded, served 
as a rule of dii\^ioo^ general. At any 
rate, any chang^um might operate inju¬ 
riously in the present circumstances of the 
country. It might affect the value of the 
funds, and shake the established system of 
money transactions. During the 'present 
session of parliament much of the attention 
of the House Iiad been directed to mea¬ 
sures which might tend to support confi¬ 
dence, and to consolidate public credit, 
and it would be unwise to entertain rashly 
and precipitately a proposition that might 
remotely endanger them. He would give 
no opinion upon what it would become par¬ 
liament to do on a suUAquent occasion. 


Mat 22, [7M 

bjcction to a measure that must 
trably contribute to advance the 
lerests of therfnpire. On ,the 
n that perfeerfreadom in money 
transactions would raise the rate of inte¬ 
rest, and cause a flow of capital from th^ 
funds to the improvement of land, would 
not the measure be advantageous to the 
country i Proprietors anxiou^ to improve 
their estates, and thus to'increase the re¬ 
sources of the empire, could not now pro¬ 
cure a loan on thg best security, from the 
high and usurious interest which goveriv* 
tnent* itself* gave^and . whi«ft it prohi¬ 
bited- them fV-oert^ivmg. Government 
thus enjoyed a monopoly of the money 
ftiarket, and prevented tiie improvement 
of the countvytt-Trlliiykct, whether, borrow- 
ing*oa the security^' funds or of land, 
the present laws that, mterposed between 
the contracting partied appeared equally 
impolitic apd absurd. If they were r»- 
jicaled, money could aUvays be had upon 
good security, and at the lowest rate that 
the situation of the money market would 
allow. As matters at present stood, funds 
could indeed be raised by borrowing, but 
in a very circuitous way, and on very dia- 
Tfit? borrower wa» 
10 to 15 per cent., in- 


before any iflc^^gure was adoptsd as could ] resorfrjo. 
not be bestowed%t the present period, Ije 
felt it his duty to mqve the previous ques> 
tion. ^ • 

Mr. Baring said, hp was prepared to 
vote in favour of the original motion, as 
lie could not see any of those dangers 
likely to result from a repeal of the usury 
laws which were apprehended by the right 
lion, gentleman opj^site. The right hon. 
gentleman liad «tated his fears that the 
measure might affect publi^c credit; but 
he had*pbstaincd from bringing forward 
the grounds on which his feari^rested. He 
could not possibly conceive how this re¬ 
sult could be produced f nor bad the right 
hon. gentleman in the least dblightcned 
him, or given him any key to unlock his 
meaning. If by public credit was rae*ant 
the state of the public t^nds, he could not 
imagine _ the manncpvm which their value 
or security could b/in thesmallcsPdegrce 
anected by the mo|t perfect freedom es¬ 
tablished between ifie borrower and the 


, contrary 
that some 


lender of money*; Ifct Imposing, 

tow his opinion eprexpmation, t , __ 

effect should jif produced on them, still ■’jpettei 
he thought such ft contingency was Dot a p^}^ 



and in difterent circumstances; but as tl^ 'stead of the rate, by«tho expedients 
subject required such time and deliberat^p which impolitic restraints forced him to 


Thej[class of perAins who en- 
gaged% tk^e«transactions, and to whom, 
from of the law, the borrower was 

obliged lu'^ort for supplying his neces¬ 
sities, wCr&xNsjiosed to tuketfll'advantages 
of his si^ation, and made him pay double 
the amount, in the shape of redeemable 
annukdi(;£jtk«tiiS‘Vou1d db*in4:hc shape of 
interest, if the rate was perfectly .unre¬ 
stricted, and a higher interest than that 
iftiw taken made fair and honourable. The 
Immense sums now raised from people of 
indifferent clmractcre would be obtained 
on equitable terras from persons of a dif¬ 
ferent descripition. While, government 
boA'qwed at 6 per Sent., and in Yhis man¬ 
ner regulated toe market at tliat high rate, 
it could not be expected that individbals 
could be siipplied with loans at 5 per cent., 
while the same authority prohibited them 
from offering more. WitQ die principle 
of the hon. and learnqd gentleman’s bill. 


which would remedy this state of things, 
he therefore entirely concurred { but ho 
]|ad an ebjection to its introduction in 
pointiof time. Ttle thought it woifld ^ 
'(jttvft &flor the'House bad .shown a dis- 
?V0^ntertain the measure, to poii* 

• . 
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poneitslctualetnactmebttoafutujiasession. some length docttines connectsd with the 
He made this <^ervntion, not^ih favour subject, disputed some of Mr. Beutiiam's 
of those who wo^ borrow at a mivr rate, principles, and reprobated warmly the 
but in favour ef tffose who had tjorrowed system of redeemable annuities, and con- 
at the old. The lender, from a belief that cludeddiy pledging himself to oppose the 
Se ceold obtain better terms, might be in- introduction of a bill which went to abo* 
duced suddenly to call in his loans, or the lish a law that had so long 6tood«i'on our 
' borrower to redeem his annuities, and thus statute book, 
embarrassn^ent might be produced on both Sir John Nmport thought that his two 
sides. Time should be allowed to parties hon. friends had made out a si^cicnt ease 
to adjust their interests, or to call in their against the usury laws, and justly called 
mortgages. This was his reason for urg> upon the House to annul thenj^ < Holland 
ing delay; but even if in the present ses- had been adverted to as a pre<^edBnC and' * 
sion the mSOsurc was.pre8scd'through the^ he allowed that the ex ample ^that coun- 
House, although he shutAd be. obliged to try furnished powerful 'ad^varity. The 
express his disapprobation of its precipi- evils of the present hystety were apparent, 
tancy, he would still lend it bis suffrage oA and the inconsistencyiii^the law and the 
BCCOBnt.of its princi^u ^ peace con- practice of government, striking. When 
tinned, stocks migmfhe expected to 'lise, the state prohibited a rate of interest from 
and the rate of ijM^rest consequently to being given by others which it itself gave, 
tall; so that, in me course of a year or it forced individuals to* take circuitous 
two, no embarrassment would Reproduced methods to supply their necessities, and 
by a change. At present, while govern- thus increased the charges to which they 
meat gave 6 per cent., and prohibited were liable. The consequence of this 
others, under the penalties of usury, from system was, that no money was lent at the 
borrowing at above five, a door was opened legal interest; and the fetters of the law, 
for every species of fraud, falsehood, ex- as they could not be borne, were generally 
tbrtion, and dishonesty. He would ap- evaded. The whole money transactions 
yeal to the liS(i."an4.Jief^p!^W‘ attorney-ge- ^of the country were managed in a manner 
neral, and ask him, if.uumerbus caHoCs *to defeat the law by which they were re¬ 
did not ^ome into courtkm'which he, as'^stroined. So far was the annuity system 
chief law officer of the Crown, attended, CiJrried, that respectable individuals vested 
where the j^rincipai source of tRjg evil their funds, in it. In a masriage settle- 
might be traced to the ujuiijV'. iaj<s i If njient, with which.be was^quainted, it was 
any additional reasons werear^^ssary to thought for the interest of the parties that 
induce a repeal of them, ttlue reasons money should,be taken at a mortgage, and 
might be^tinid in the fact, (hat the rate laid ouft'in annuities. The chancellor of 
of interest was lowest where*no restrictions the exchequer bad objected to the bill, on 
existed. In Helland there were no laws the ground that it would affect the funds, 
fixing the rjite of inteillavvb.>dtijf 4 hAd<Sxc<l friand on the floor, bad 

itself .generally at 3 per cent. Though mentioned, he had stated no reasons for 
friendly to the principle of the bill, he entertaining such an opinion. His bon. 
would rathes wisii to see its introductieffi friend had justly answercrl this objection, 
delayed to a future session; but if the' even though well founded, by observing, 
hon. and learned gentleman pressed it in jrith his characteristic spirit and liberality, ' 
this, he should feel himself bound to sup- that such an apprehension would not deter 
port it. ^ * himself, who had so great an interest in 

Mr. IPfeston opposeS the motion qn^ebe the funds, nor should influence parliament 
ground that the bill to be introduced, if to oppqse<the measure. The British raer- 
caitied into a law, would enable prodigals ^ phants should be Ipft to consult their own 
And projectors to borrow mop^ at rates' ‘ fntlbrests in making their own compacts 
which would involve the rpin ot their ere- with regard to n^ney, and by doing so 
ditors as well tu of themsdves. He had they would best c^ksult the interests of 
heard much of Mr.Jflentham's book against the public. Money ^ould, like any other 
the usury laws, but h^ had never looked commodity, be lefl|opnd its own value 
into it till ebiiC morning. With little trou- in the market. This arinciple was so plain 
ble be thou^U he could answer mverv pro* and 8a>undeniabl|||th« half an hour s re- 
he had advanced to the satii^c- flection would bJRhifficl^nt both to oon- 
of every member of die^Housei^Tfae* > prebend its nature, ^nd be convinced 
Ipp and letUAed gentleman of its truth.' The comoipn igiterettsof tbe 
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borrower And tender would best be con* Mr>| Finlay was surprised that the pre¬ 
suited in a bargain to wbieh they should vious IJeatioa should have been moveo by 
mutually consent witboutlegislativeinterfe- the cluncellor of th^exchequer, whose 
rence. The hon. gentleman who spoke opinion had, he thoufht^beeu lately ex- 
Ip with great reverence for- tbq statute- pressed in favour of the measure. He 
hud asked, would wc abolish a should rather have expected that ilie 
? bid so long stood on it. His right hon. gentleman would have moved 
i, yes, when he found its opera- for the appointment of a committee. Ho 
•' than useless. If no measure could see no reason why restrictions 

'emoved from the statute-book should be placed on iHonc 3 f, when they 
')nce stood there, their acts on were not on land, except that government 
of usury would he found in the wanted a monopoly of the one, and not of 
with those relative to sorcerers the other. Besides there were different 

< legal decisions on this R oint«»-t>[a Scotland 
'general said, that the ! that was jaot be iwry which 

1 ■ ,,^Ah*ether the House ; had been decided to be so in England, 

she ^ '<^ ais period of the ses- '• The sooner this system was quashed, 

sion, that would produce therefore, ^l\f, j tf^Ue r- for the intecests of 

such ii. .onsin all our money ; alllparties. '7 

transact! her, as it wuspropds- I Mr. B. Shavs conslliercd the hon. and 

ed on the s, it should postpone i learned serjeant intltled to the thanks of 

the conside. , of it to a time when it J the country for having brought forward 
could be pro|. .y investigated. It ap- j the preseht subject, at the same time, 
peared' to him, that all the arguments used I looking to its great importance an^ the 
by the hon.gentlemen opposite, showed the ' manner in which it appeared to be received 
propriety of luking a due consideration ^ by the House, he hoped there would, on 
of the subject under ail its bearings. He his part, be no objection to its remaining 
was nut in a proper condition at present over for another session. The honourabte 
to give a decisive opinion either for or attorney-gg»:tL 4,_ had» msIu'; that much 
against the continuancewf the usury lawS, ; I(i*rning' was rpi necessary for a proper 
but he should have no difficulty in voting i understanding ^f the qqestion ;^and if it 
for the previous question, in order to | had he would not have venture*d to tres- 
tain time f()% investigation. « * > pas^ upon the House, bub having some 

Mr. 6u{mortea the motion. ! pract^caly^xpjrience he was desirous of 

He agreed that in the first instance (he , offerings/pi* i^mark on the injurious operaw 
measure might produce a great shock, and tion of tl4*law in its present state. Whe- 
perhaps, even raise the f^e of^terest; ' ther the 4lMe of interest weac iijcod at 4 or 
but be was convinced that it would ulti- 5 per cent.," the laws respecting usury 
matelyand permanently decrease it. He i should* be so clear tbgt he who runs 
suggested the propriety of introducing in- I the caSe^npw stood, 

to the bill some provision to protect those suchwas the ignorance of their,nature 
who had already borrow'ed money against and effect, that two persons should as 
the first effect qf the measure. nearly as possible perform the same act 9 , 

Mr. Ponsonby thought the hon. •and ‘ but in consequence of a trifling unnoticed 
learned gentleman who hM proposed the difference, while the one was considered 
present flieasureentitled to the thanks ofthe to have conducted himself in an honoura- 
community. He wasconvincedthatthe ex- ble mercantile manner, the other, with 
travagance of many young men was much iu^ntions equallympright, i^as4lfreatened 
nore destructive to them at peesgnt than wit^an action for usury, and, in the un- 
if there were no laws to regulate the rate certainty of what the event might be, 
of interest. He did not think it pracfica-* rather than risk his character and a penalty 
ble to introduce any pi^vision in the bill to of four times the value, was compelled to 
protect those who hxT already borrowed forego his debt altogether. The learned 
money, but the m^ure itself would pro- gentleman opposite (tfaeattorney-gSieral) 
Vide a remedy, l|ec|U8e the mortgagee in his professionaljpractice must have had 
would have it m hu power to give as good to advocate causes in whiqb^ though a 
security as the^tf tgq^ might hope to client nught be legally intitled to a ver- 
psQCurp in any ^er qlmter. He wished 'diet, the grand moral principle waa»totally 
the ^easure, not to be pressed* lost sight of„ ‘^of doing to otliers as you 

on without time for consideration, , w^uld b^one unto,”' 

(VOL. }&XTV.) 1 (3 B)' • 
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existence fif the alleged Outrages had done of the Qvd, the chief seat of the perse- 
the Protestants much harm ho well knew, cution rt'lthe Protestants (for no general 
The duke of Wellington’s letter had been pcrsecuAon had occurrdltl,,nor had any 
printed at Nismes, and scattered about dis})ositicin been evinced^owards it), with- 
that town with great activity by (he Ca> out in the hrst place putting them in pos> 
tholics. It had hlied the Protestants with session of the condition of that part of 
the utmost consternation, taking, as it did, France at the time of the restoration of 
from^e oppressors the only restraint to the present king. The department of the 
whicl^ey^ad until that period been sub- Gard and its neighbourhood were the 
ject, and Vom the oppressed their last parts of France, or rather of tlurope, in 
hope and lonsolation. ’So far was the which the doctrines of the reformed reli- 
^rejrious impression of British opinion gion were first disseminated. The inha- 
from'^T)}(Ktog the Protestants, that as no- hitants of the mountains of Cevennes, for 
thing was\^tter calculatld to pi'oduce « ceittury before t({gtime^JiL Luther, 
that effect, co>i|(othing did afford them so were distinguishr-V'mrl^ ^rit^of th'fcic 
much real reli^as ttafexpression. doctrine, and the innociwj^of their lives. 

There were W|b^ questions for the They remaitied nnmole|lld in the enjoy- 
House to consider; 1st, whether the al- ment of thoirut^'li^igusnpinions uptiLsoon 
leged outrages had really been com- afk^ the Reformation^viicn a persecution 
initted ? 2dly, whether they had pro- of tliem commenced. ^This was towards 
ceeded from political or from religious the end of the reign of|Francis 1st, when 
causes ? Sdl}', whether the French go- many villages in that department were 
vernment had afforded any protection to destroyed, and the inhabitants, men, wo- 
their Protestant subjects ? It would be im- men, and children, put to death. TJ^ere 
possible to give the House an adequate first appeared the bloody effects of that 
idea of the character of the transactions persecuting spirit w’hich subsequently 
which had taken place in the department spread over France, and w'as exhibited in 

—-; those various massacres so disgraceful to 

public, and the society of which you are - 

the se^etarics, have been>misinformetl ro'* was s/tU down to ^Nismes, spe- 

garding what is passing in the south of cially, by govcri^ucnt, to yiquirc into^ the 
France. | *' state of affairs in that country, and upon 

‘‘Itisnatifcalthat thercslioi^dbcviollnt hisfirat report he had orders*to open the 
contests in a cou.stry in which the people Protes1:ant;c!uyJbhes, which, in the course 
are divided, nut only ^y a difference of the coiUc|t between the parties, had 
religion, but likcwis(?by a differeiice«of po- been closei; lie was severely wounded 

litical opinion, and that while the«religion when in th'c«xccution of tlMMi^oylers; and 
of every individual is in general the sign of I have been informed by good authority, 
the political party to which he belongs, that bis Voyal highness t|}eDucd'Angou- 
and at a moment of peculiar political in- lemiijias siqp.c.'.'uivsched at the h^ad of a ' 
terest, and of weakness in the government body oT troops against those who had op- 
on account of the mutiny of the army, that posed themselves to the execution, liy ge- 
tlie weaker partly should suffer, and that iieral La Garde, of the orders of the go- 
much injustice and violence should be c®m- •vernment. 

mitted individuals of the more numerous ** I inclose a copy ^f the king’s ordon- 

preponderating party. But as far as I have nance, issued in consequence of this event, 
any knowledge, acquired durifig my stay which sufficiently shows the views and in- 
at this court last year, and since the entry tenons of the government. * • * 
of the allies into Paris, the government “ «iave further to inform you, that it is 
have done every thing in their power to not true that the salaries of the Protestant 
put an end to the disturbances which Itavei ministers have been discontinued by the 
prevailed in the south «f France, and to king of Fcknce. 

protect all his majesj^^ subjects in con- «I trust, that what I have above stated, 
formity with his majesty’s promise in his will convince the society oT which y9u are 
i^yol-cliarter, in tie ^xercise of their reli- the secretaries, that the king of France’s 
gious duties, accormng to their several per- governlnent at least are not t|^ blame on 
Buasions, and in'thfrenjpyment of their se- account Qf the unfortunate Circumstances 
veral privileges,^atever may be their re- 4rhich have occurred in the south of %aoce., 
liglouspersuasi^. ^ * . 1 have the honuur to be, &c. 

«InareceetijB|tance,anofficer, gene^jd ' (SigoedJ WELiiNcTaw..^, 
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the chai^cter of that nation. this 

time, the Protestants in France /enjoyed 
for a period perfcln liberty. Diinng that 
nerioa they resorted in such numbers to 
KUines, as to form nearly a majority of 
tne inhabitants of that place. In 1685, 
however, the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes took place, through the supersti¬ 
tion of Louis 14<th, and the ambition of 
his minister Louvois. Then, too, those 
dragonades were invented, the mention of 
which must cause evcr^' one to shudder. 
Whole provinces were to be converted by 
reoiinent^JH*-trait..-aij{j ([jg minister 

^king that he had 
; agreeable in the 
sight of God, an^ that all France con¬ 
tained nothing but^gf***:tjitej;iind no here¬ 
tics. In those times Protestants were 



sovereign, had not his thrond* been over¬ 
thrown by the torrent of the revolution, 
amidst his wishes to establish constitu¬ 
tional liberty. One of the first acts of 
the revolution was, to restore the Protes¬ 
tants to a perfect equality of privileges. 
They were declared admissible'ta> all civil 
offices without distinction; and ^'‘fle of 
their ministers, Rabaut St. Esienne, was 
elected president of the natioral assembly. 
The Protestantsj with the feeffings natural 
to men, could not but applaud^s ndj jfaire 
a work by which they were tjfiSSS, from 
being outcasts in society, am^om a state 
of degradation ^d inffiyily,'to that of 
citizens with equal irigWs. This, how¬ 
ever, had been objectt^Vo them by some 
persons as matter of reproach; but be 
trusted he should be able to sbow, to the 


proceeded against/not as Protestants, but; satisfaction of the House, that all that had 

AC KaV>Af t#«e AM * I.A.. __^11^.1 T __ i I_; J _ - L I . • . • . _J 


as heretics, or, as ihoy were called, “ Les 
nouveaux convertis.” What was their con¬ 
dition till 1787, two years previous to the 
Tevolution ? If any persons were found at¬ 
tending Protestant service, they were pu¬ 
nished with the g^Ieys for lif?. The mi- 
mister was sentenced to death, and if any 
persons harboured him in their house, or 
facilitated his es?!ape;‘fifl^ con¬ 

demned to the galleys fmbife. Sucir^as 
the state of the laws resyiecting the Pro¬ 
testants up to that period. French legis¬ 
lators also said, that however sevbe.e in 
their enactments, they werfe mftd in their 
administration. And what Ujd they ad¬ 
duce as a proof of the leffancy with 
which thfiy were administfjr^?—that in 
the period that elapsed between 1745 and 
1770, only eight 'Protestant ministers had 
been hartged ! The m^magBS^fci&Bi'riJtcs- 
tants were declared illegal; their children 
were bastards, and the government might 
take tliem away to educate them in the. 
Catholic religion. At sever* years of age, 
a Protestant child wfls authorized to be¬ 
come a Catholic. In a particular instance, 
forty marriages had Ijeen annulled, the 
husbands sent to the ^ galleys, an^^'^e 
wives to hospitals as common prostitutes. 
These lawfs remained in force till 1787, 
when Louis 16th softened them, desirous 
to make his subjects hdppy, and sur- 
jfount^d by mi|;isters disposed to second 
Dis disposition. Among his papers had 
been found a memorialtfrom his secretary 


tj, tiftfcbaron de Breteuil, in favour 
^testants, and lettefs fronfthe cele-ij 
[. de Malsherbes qn the same 'sub- 
ehd their grievances, would,doubtless, 
nen rtmoved by that udfortonate 


been said of their being Revolutionists and 
Buonapnrtists in a peculiar degree was 
perverted and misrepresented. He would 
assert, that in those scenes of horror which 
soon disgraced the progress of the revolu¬ 
tion, not one Protestant was found to be 
an actor. Of course he must here be 
supposed to speak generally, as far as bis 
information extended. He acknot^ledged, 
indeed, that some of them who were mem- 
bfffs of the convention voted for the death 
<^’the king, but all of them with the ad¬ 
dition of die appel au which, if 

n.ot displaying du,-? firmness, at least dis¬ 
covered their wish tq save the monarch. 
There*'was nnf- one Protestant a member 
of the Yevolutionary tribunal of the de¬ 
partment of the Gard; and of the 130 
persons who were guillotined by its orders 
at Nismes, more than 100 were Protes¬ 
tants, though the Protestants formed only 
about one-third of the population. * The 
population of the departthent of the Gard 
consisted of 320,000 souls, of whom 
100,000 were Protestants. At. Nismes, 
the proportion was still higher. The 
whole population of that city was 40,000 
souls, and the (fatholics amounted to 
25,000,*’and the Protestants to 15,000. 
^Thgy were all on the side of moderation 
and of justice. He did not speak this 
invidiously, but iik was usual in a sect 
which formed the mil^irity, many of whom 
were opulent, greater], regularity of cop- 
duct and correctness of morals were 
generally found to prfevaij,. Protes¬ 
tants b&ing thus restored the rank of 
citizens, di religioiai alHmosities seemSd 
\o subside in the stmfh \f France. In 
1802 ,'BdbiEibpartl|<bcitignhCfifiKt’COD^ 
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procured tHb enactitoenf of a law which 
placed their religion precisely on the same 
footing with the Catholic faith in point of 
establishment and privilege. Could it be 
matter of reproach to them that they jvere 
grateful for this favour. It was not pos¬ 
sible butitiiat they must have felt attach¬ 
ment^ him for it. Hence, however, it 
was deem«^ proper by some that they 
should be uigmutised as Buonapartists. 
There was m foundation *for the assertion 
.that acy p agtiality was shown to them by 
Buonap^h!!L There was ngt one Protes¬ 
tant prefecV^ commandant of depart¬ 
ment appointelk by hi^; none of them 
filled the tribuimls of justice; and pro¬ 
bably one reasoiT'^this might be, that 
before the revolution they were not al¬ 
lowed to follow the profession of the law. 
It was not improbable, however, that the 
circumstance of the Protestants being thus 
placed on a level with their former masters 
might excite a rankling jealousy in the 
latter, which would break out on the hrst 
convenient oppori unity. 

Tltis was the state of things when, in 
April 1KI4, Louis I8th was restored. At 
that period Buonap.irie had become as 
odious Nistiies as ev^ where else in, 
France Tin* people were worn down by 
the taxes and iho conscription. In*th^ 
department of the Gard this was m^e 
severely feltj^f-ir although ihdpopulatiun 
was not .'b great, the property was extett 
sive ; and Ite believed, notwithstanding all 
that had been said nn the scjgject, that at 
the time of the restoration of Lififis 18th, 
the joy manifested at Nisines was greilt 
and unanimous. The Protestants ex¬ 
pressed their satisfaction ‘with as much 
ardour and sincerity as the Catholics. 
Unfoftunately, in the course of the ten 
months which dapsed before the occur¬ 
rence oji that unhappy event which fiTied 
Europe with alarm, a considerable change 
of opinion took place in th% Protestant 
mind. There had returned to Nismes in 
that interval persons w*ho had long been 
absent from that place, and ^Iw enter¬ 
tained a great jealousy of the Protest^ts. 
By the interference of those persons a* 
tendency was exhibityS to return to the 
old system. The Brblestants were insult- 
in the streets by the po{' t^tce'; songs 
were sung in rhlioule of aem; the 
tnassacreof St.^ardiolomew’s day was ad- 
^rted to, and th^agitators expressed the 
ratisfaction whicfl they ahoulu soon feel 
in washing theif hands in Protestant blood; 
the ProtestantB Hrere threateno^ with esc- 


terroina^ftO; they were told thdt there 
should t*e but one religion; gibbets were 
drawn i^n their doors./ This woS the 
situation of things when in* March 1815 
Buonaparte suddenly re-appeared in the 
south of France. On this occasion the 
Protestants expressed the same zeal and 
determination as the Catholic subjects of 
Louis. A declaration was issued at Nismes 
on the 13th of March, signed by the mu¬ 
nicipal body, and the most distinguished 
inhabitants, among whom were the ^o- 
testant ministers, and a great majority of 
f^roteStants,* expres^^^fattach¬ 
ment to tile kitiij.’ Soc|i j^g(*\his the 
duke d’Angouleme apleared among 
ftiem. It had been all^d as an offence 
aginst the ProtcYfvssJ;?, fthat they, had not 
jolhld the dake's armjC as it was expected 
tliey would do. It .vras true, they had 
not done so; and it vlas not surprising 
that they sjiould not be very zealous on 
the subject, when the treatment which 
they had experienced during the short 
reign of Louis was recollected. 

On the 3rd of Aprils the authority of 
Buonaparte was proclaimed at Nismes; 
on the 15th of July, that of Louis 18th 
was ^ It had been re-* 

preiitnted, during I’he reign uf Buonapart6, 
from the 3rd of April to ihe 15tluol July, 
that acts of the greatest violence had been 
committed by t|)c Protestant^ towards the 
Catholics;* anti every thing that took 
place subseqiently, had been represented 
to be mert^cts of retaliation and revenge. 
The fact w^ however thaT^o ■^uch acts 
of violence had been committed by the 
Protestants. Of this hc4iad been assured 
on ^.n..^‘':t authbrity. During* that pe¬ 
riod the town had been under the* com¬ 
mand of a Catholic, general Gilly. After 
^ftie 15th of July, many of Alie royalists 
'from the duke a AngoulSme’s army, and 
from various adjoinitig places, flocked to 
Nismes; the garrison, consisting of two 
hundred men, laid down th«ir argis, but, 
sh'^lsiging to relate, were, with*a few ‘ex¬ 
ceptions, killed in cold blood. Now com¬ 
menced the persecution of the Protes¬ 
tants; thw bouses we’re pulled tdown, 
their furnil/ure was burnt, the rich were 
laid under severe contril^ution, and the 
lower orders exposed to the utmost cruel- 
tie8.^Tbe greater,part of these unfortu- 
( lie people were manufactsAtrs. Their 
^persecuftirs destroyed their looms and all 
their implements of industry, knowAg that 
by such a pvocMding they.would totrily 
deprive them of all means of sub^sutenoei 
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Housee and manufactories totally himintopiecesm'tb axes and Ixroad-swords* 
destroyed, vineyards laid waste,i and the Eight persons of the same family, named 
vines torn up Jbwthe roots. MaiW females Lc Blanc, lived in the same house. Seven 
were exposed in toe streets to every species of these were murdered by Trestaillon and 
of insult—'One woman in particular, who his asspeiates. Two of them, who made 
'was scourged in a most brutal manner, some resistance, they brouglit out in the 
was known to be far advanced in preg* street and cut to pieces on tike ^rreshold 
nancy. The instruments which were used of their own habitation. The othf,';, they 
in this torture were not of the ordinary strangled. Five persons of t|)e iainily of 
kind, small pieces of iron and small nails Chivas were immolated. Qoe of these 
were fastened to the scourges by which had been fur some time C0|'^6ned in his 
these people were torn. He would not room through sickness. Trqjtaillon went 
detain the House by going into all the to his lodging, and finding his^wfRTon the 
liorrid }^::mlars of these dreadful Scenes, stair-casc, asked for her l^band. She 
Thirty k. amVlV Krd'lox.t: scoyrged, eight shuddered at the »ight of mmrderer of 
or nine of wHon died in consequence, her brethren, arfei hesitated what to an- 
The statement w/ich he had before mad« swer. He saw her aC^rued, and told her 
on this subject lia ^' Bij|rnris edv"omc persons she need fear nothing, that he intended 
who heard it; butVrom every thing vi^iich no harm. As he appeared without arms, 
had since come td^his knowledge, he was she sufiered him to enter the room of her 
confirmed in th^l: 'statement. He was husband, knowing that resistance would 
certain that he should be within the real only irritate him. He found Andre Chivas 
numbers when he asserted that in those in bed, and approaching his bed-side, 
drqadful scenes two hundi'cd persons had asked him, in Provencal, bow he did i 
been murdered, and nearly two thousand He was answered, * very poorly.’ Ho 
men bad been pocsecuted in their persons then inquired, how long he had been ill; 
and property; two hundred and fifty houses what medical man attended him;' what 
bad been destroyed, and some of these medicines had been administered? All 
• outrages were attended^^tlrrjkcumstances this with an appearance of being mucli 
so horrid that it would^ppear almb^ in- 'interested in hts welfare. The sick man 
credibly that they should he sufiered to feltmo alarm, as, for fear of agitating him 
pass with impunity in any civilised coun- much, his family had not apprized him 
try. An old unmarried man, aged sixty, of the dea^h of his brethreiV/ Trestaillon 
named Lafond, lived in’ a very retired then took him ^y the hand and said, 
manner; he had neither tl'.c inclination '"they have not treated your disease pro- 
nor the ability to engage in political plots perly^ I am^tlie better doctor, and will 
or discussioMti.'' His only 'Crimes were, cure y(kimmediately.’ On this he pulled 
that he professed the refdrmcd religion, out a pistol from his pocket, and holding 
and was possessed ofa few hundred pounds, it to the head of Chivas, blew out his 
They singled him out-as 0 Ri». Qf ulc first brains in the pi esence of his wife, who has 
victims. Trestaillon accompanieJoy other since shared the same fate, 
ruffians went to his house, forced open Having mentioned the name of this 
the street dgor, and went up to his aparC- monster Trestaillon, hci could not but 
raent, which was on an upper floor. They rertiark to tliejlouse, that he had never 
demanded the instacit surrender of his Ij^een brought" to punishment '[Hear, 
money, and threatened him with imme- hear!]. He had been twice in custody; 
diate death on his refusing to become a once he ha^ been released. He did not 
Catholic. ■ rie offered fhero all the nmfiey know whether he was still in custody, but 
be had in the house, if they woultf not this he kns^w, that he had not since been 
mufJer him. To this they pretended to ' brought to justice. This wretch as it was 
agree; but when thev had chained their >repbrted, frequently boasted in public of 
booty, regardless of his <?rie8 and entrea- the horrid outrages he had committed, 
ties, |hey dragged him by his white locks He was a member cjC the Urban Guard, 
to the landing placp, and precipitated him which it was to be observed was com- 
from the top of the balustrade. They posed solely of Qatbolics, they (tfie 
thought hc.^as dead,*and left him; but Urban Guard) having resolved that no 
returning soon after and finding him only Protestant sliould be tj^rfilled with them, 
stunned and much wounddd, they brought It was also worthy ef\iotice, that by«a 
him to his door, and therh amidst the ac> subsequent decree ai^ms ws<^ ord^ed to 
'clamatiom of the populace, literally cot' ba taken from those whQ md not boUnag 
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to the Natioiwl Guard, by*which the Pro- the 19th, jeveral murders had bee» com- 
testants were left defenceless, and exposed mitted. It would be seen what precau- 
to all the attacks of their enemies. It was tions had been taken agaii^t ,these scenes 
with these facilities that many of the un- by the mayor, who in his proclamation, 
fortunate persons who were left attepdiug preparing for the feast of St. Louis, gave 
on their friends, were subjected to every strict orders that the streets should be* 
species ^use and insult. One man, cleaned at a certain hour, that no squibs 
whose ^^se had been entered into, had or rockets should be thrown, for that on 
it burnt^and the body of his daughter, him devolved the keeping the peace of 
Alio had diql a short time before, was the city. If the police were good for any 
dug up and lli'own into the flames, liar- thing, they should have been used to the 
barous instarl^cs of this kind were too preservation of the peace, but this was the 
numcrditS' to mention in detail to the manner in which the mayor thought fit to 
House. \ • ' eanploynhcm.* It migl^ Ij® n&-iJfe<ary to 

It was to b* ^collected, that these mur- see what troqjis we->i,*stati5todty at^lNismes 
ders and atrocities wcreliot perpetrated at the time these transactioilMvcre passing, 
oilmen taken in ay.?4—they were com- in*order to show the j^ver which the 
mitted in cold blood. It was not only ne- mayor and jvefe{it,^iaff of suppressing 
eessary to see this, but it was necessary to them) This would be ‘'jparned from the 
inquire into the steps taken by the French paper to which he had ju%t alluded, from 
government to suppress or punish these which it appeared that tl^re were, on the 
outrages. In July 1815, Calvicrcs* was 20th of August, twenty-four troops of in¬ 
prefect of the Gat'd, and he was succeeded fantry and a Vegiment of cavalry, in a very > 
by the marquis d’Arbaud de Jouques, who efficient state as to arms and discipline, 
is still the prefect of that department. Yet with this force to check disturbance. 
Immediately after His appointment,/he the horrid atrocities of thA20th were corn- 
published a proclamation, condemning, in mitted. There was another proclamation 
strong terms, the violent outrages which of the prefect after these murders had 
had been committed. This gave offence been pernstrgt./?d<, .and the House would . 
, to the engaged multitude, Tffld the marquis tie su^pfi^ at tluc -manner in which the 
d'Arbaud de Jouques was every whore outrages had been viewed.. The prefect 
received with marks of popular disapprol said in this proclamation, that he bad on a 
bation. The||)eop1e demanded and olA furmg^occasion addressed the^eople, but 
tainud the release of their Barrabas, Tres- since then he Irarncd that several out- 
tnillon. The marquis d’Arbaud Jouques'* 'rages had beei^ committed; andhettdded, 
went to the duke d’Angoulerae, and on “ last night i^iany murders were commit- 
his return, he became more his ted.” The '{Woclamation V?ts^ dated the 

measures, and was, of course, more a fa-# 21st. It went dn to state, that strict or- 
vourite with the people, lie discontinued ders had been given to the troops to be 
his severe proclamations, and still holds on thajilrrt to suppress such 'proceedings, 
his situation as prefect. He (sir Samuel but at the same time it ascribed those 
, liomilly) shoulu read for the House ex- whiph had been committed to the machi- 
tracts of proclanijitions which had been, nasions of unknown agitator% who had 
published in Nismes, and he should ask daused the people to abuse their great, 
whether diey wmuld show, tliat which had, love for the king. What would the House 
been menRoned in the letter of the duke think of an English magistrate, who, id 
of Wellington—that the Frendli govern- his attempt to Aippress such outrajges as 
ment had taken every step to put an end thosc^hc had desci'ibed, should* tell the 
to these outrages. It was knows tj^at on people,* who were-guilty of most barba- 
the 21st of August the electoral college rous murders, that they had been deluded 
was to meet. For a long time previuts 4)y their gri^t love for the king ? Such 
to this the outrages ngpinst the Protes- magistrates and such conduct would be 
tants had been going, ‘'on. It would be. deservedly treated with indj^oation. .^But 
seen from a paper, which he held an his the prefect told those unknown agitators 
haffd, Le Journal Offic|pl du Gard, it was to tremble at the cons'equences of their 
a weekly paper, dated the 26th of August, actions. Why did he not o^ar rewards 
but contained the official accounts of what for the apprehension of the murderers t 
hod passed from thif 20th, that wis of the iQ^o—but he toM them to trembis—to 
steps which ha^ beei^takeh to secure the • tremble at thq Sequence of the prefect 
tnmquiUity of/ne ^ty, .On the night cf [Hear, hear.!], tW prefect also, as if to 
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palUafj? |he jcrifses which he condemned, 
.txKntioned that similar crimes had been 
commrtted those who favoured the 
usiirper befpre'^he restoration df the king, 
be added, “ Do you also tremble who 
! iy,ere guilty of similar excesses during the 
chart e:tistence of that power which had 
heen blasted by Heaven, and detested by 
men” j^Hear, hear!]. These were the 
means which had been resorted to, in or* 
der to put a stop to crimes which required 
the most active exertions to check and 
punish:, and when these were viewed dis- 
passton'^'dy, it could not be denied that 
they t^nd^ inflame than sup¬ 

press popm'^ir commotion. * It might be 
worth mentlol^g, that M. Trinquelague, 
a lawyer, who ^s cho^n qpe of the de¬ 
puties to the liJp’.liiature, and late^^ ap¬ 
pointed secretary -general to the minister 
of justice, was (fid person who, after the 
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kept a secret. *• He bad b^n, iq^red to 
pass with impunity, thon^ there were 
hundreds who had been witnesses to his 
crimes. In fact, not one of the mapy who 
bad been implicated in these outrages.had 
suffered. Another proclamation was pub¬ 
lished by the prefect about the latter end 


first restoration, proposed that a silver j distinguished by a spirit of robliery:— 

<< T./> iiiroiir nnmilAirn n’AfAif nftc nvili rsni* 


child should be dedicated tb the Virgin, 
iij the event of the pregnancy of the 
duchess d’Angouldme. 

The national-guard, who it w'as to be 
recollected, were all Catholics, continued 
at Nismes until the 24th of August; dur- 
. iog this time, the my^r^era of^the Pro¬ 
testants continued, dot was ’^tfit^uillity 
restored unti^ the Austrian troops entered 
the place.. While they remained all was 
.tranquil, when they departed, murders of 
the Protestants were again committed. 
After' the national guard had quitted 
Nismes, they were removed |o the moun- 
, tains of the Cevennes, where, under pre¬ 
tence of suppressing treasonable conspira- 
..cies against thp government, they exer¬ 
cised g^efit 'cruelties on the unoSr>?ding 
mountaineers, by which several lost their 
Iive& The Austrians at length arr^ed, 
and they were all disarmed. The AustrMn 
troops which entered Nismes on the 24th 
August, remained (here until the 15th of 
October; when they departed, fresh mur¬ 
ders were .committed 'i>n the 16th. 
Thou^hc Tiestaillon diad been arrested 
and sent out of the department, yet' ther| 
were found others who wishing to emu* 

' late tliat monster in his cringes, iraitatetb 
liis actions. Amongst* others there was 
qne who assumed .the name of Quatre- 
'ttfullbn, who signalized himself by his cruel 
:fii^rpcrties, This roan had been arreited 
kj^oeriilLa Garde* and sent off to Mar- 
•w|feay|?ht ne had never been* punished, 
punishment Vas never heiu^ 

‘ ^bejprestinjed, that if be, 
'*'fa|ui^edi It would nothaiwbeefl 


of August, from which it woulJ^ Ui that 
he rather wished to excuse whaf oad pas¬ 
sed than to condemn it in Severe terms. 
He seemed ratiier to think that the scenes 
of outrage had continued^ong, than to 
deprecate their first existence, .^e says, 
that' in the first moments, aGilfr the resto¬ 
ration, their indignation a^nst those who 
had been marked out by public opinion, 
was too inconsiderati^.not to be excused, 
“ trop irrefiechi pour ri'&lre pas excus¬ 
able.” He remarks that several houses 
had been destroyed, but he congratulates 
himself that the outrages had not been 



Lc fureur populairc n’etoit pas aviii. par 
I’esprit de brigandage.” CHegr, hear!]]. 
After this the prefect published an order, 
that all those whom the fear of persecution 
had driven froni Nismes should return, 
and they should be protected from fur¬ 
ther molestation. Many of them did so, 
relying on th&promise held out^o them; 
and even afier this, several murders -were 
committed. W’hen, in November, the 
Protestant churches were / e-opened, the 
popular indignation was again raised. The 
churches were attacked, and though no 
lives were lost, the populace triumphed, 
and th'>*'UkTurchea were closed. He should 
.next read for the‘House the proclamation 
by the king; and here he could not but 
regret, that his majesty had not taken 
some decisive steps at a much earlier pe¬ 
riod. But no: the terrible scenes qf the 
20th of August had been passed over un- 
nsticed, and it was not till November that 
this proclamation appeared. <Here sir 
Samuel read the pro^roation of the king 
which was' published in November,; and 
he observea, that though it condembed 
the outrages which had taken place, it was 
evidently tinged with a spirit not, quite 
cidcuiated to al^iy the hostile feeling - to¬ 
wards the Protealants. It noticed Uie at> 
tacks which had been made on some of 
the troops under ihe command of the 
duke d*.Angoul4mf,.but observed that che 
punishment of such'crimes sbhuld be na- 
tiooal,*-^ir Samuel then?observed, that it 
was witff d^culty thb Protestants eQ]dd 
make their gnevaqces .ki^owo. He .him¬ 
self hgd it dinpul^ M prqwpjcbr- 
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reel inforiAation on the subject, and this 
difficulty had been created by the French 
government, which ^ had proscribed the 
publication of any thing which could make 
those grievances known. A work qn that 
subject had been published in Paris, but 
it was immediately suppressed by the po- 
licefll^J^o paragrapli which could make 
those grievances known was allowed to be 
inserted in any of the French papers. He 
himself wa^ present, and he believed there 
were some members then in the House, 
who were also present in the chamber of 
deputies in ][^aris, during tlic discussion of 
the law for securing tlj^jiberly of the sub¬ 
ject. On that occasion, M. d’Argenson, 
in the course of his speech mentioned the 
sufierings of the Protestants in the South, 
when several members rose, and in a tu¬ 
multuous manner, culled him to order. 
And yet, not sik days previously ^o this, 
the streets of Nismes were streaming with 
the blood of murdered Protestants. Not 
long before this, the king's general had 
been wounded nearly to death in his en¬ 
deavours to protect those Protestants 
from outrage. But with all these glaring 
facts, a member had been called to order 
for ev^n mentioning these circunistancc^s 
in his place in the chamber of deputies. 
He did not mean to say that a great deal 
of reports .about the persecution of the 
Protestants had been exaggerated ;'but 
in whaphe had stated Viere was no exag¬ 
geration. He ratljer suppressed much of 
what he knew, than gave Olic fu ll detail 
of what had come toiiis know!9%c. But 
he still should observe, that the Catholics 
had every opportunity of giving publicity 
to their statements, while the suffering 
Protestant was constantly deprived of that 
advtmtage. Sir Samuel was observing 
that an non. nftmber, who just then en¬ 
tered the House, was irith him in the* 
chamber of deputies when the circum¬ 
stance to whi^ he had ,jilluded took 
place, when he was called to order by 
Sir Gerard Noel, who observed, that it 
seemed to him, that the Hodlsewrould act 
very unwisely, if they should alloy the 
hon. and learned gentleman to pro'cee'& 
with these details, l/e had been admitted 
into the chamber of deputies by courtesy, 
its an English gentleman on hii travels; 
and he had no rtgh& to make use of what 
he then heart^for the purpose of ground¬ 
ing an inquiry jh the English House of, 
Tommoni. It would be a great breach of 
confidence in tbe4|^. end learned geh; 
tletnan, and wan dehi^tory to Uie' Sigh 
(VOL. XXXIV.) “ 


characHfr and dignity of the Ilobse. [A 
laugh, and loud calls to- sir Samuel llo^ 
milTy to proceed}. / . 

Sir Hamuel Romilly said?he could easily 
remove all embarrassment from the mind 
of the hon. baronet with respect to being 
guilty of any breach of confidence, as he 
was only stating wliat the French govern- 
ment itself had permitted to jie published 
in all the newspapers on'tlie following day. 
He repeated, that there was no hesitation 
whatever on thcipart of that gove.nment 
in publishing every thing aga|nst the Pro- 
tcstdnts. *As a p;yo^ of this he 

should montioii/thut oP answer ,lo 

the proclamation of thlv^kiog, which no¬ 
ticed the disturbance^In the south, had 
been publfthed } Hi"'® paper, the Quo- 
rtdienne, by the foui'llpputies of the Hard. 
In this answer they stated tliat the dis¬ 
turbances to which llie proclamation of 
the king [^ad referred, were nothing more 
than the Inconsiderate intemperance of a 
few old women and children. Thus it 
was, that the complaints of the Protestants 
were frittered away, while they had no op¬ 
portunities of making any reply. As he 
had mentioned the law on the liberty of 
the in France, he could not but 

ob^serve that it was by no means a dead 
letter, for that nearly H >,000 parsons had 
been imprisoned by its operation. Sir* 
SmkiucI then read part of a proclamation 
which had b*een published at Nismes, 
shortly aftet' the assassination 3f general 
La Garde. In this proclamation, it was 
declared tliat the laws lialTbcSn enforced 
on timsc who disturbed the public tran- 
(millity, and that lhcy*wquld continue to 
D& maintained. It then went cm to notice 
the attempt on general La Garde, and 
after stating that he must be known to 
' the inhabitants, it ofiered> a reward of 
3,000 francs for his apjireliension, but it 
neither named nor* described him, though 
it was impq^iblc that his name could be 
unknown at the time. It,was then,, as it 
had.hcen since, a m.'itter of public noto¬ 
riety. He next noticed the proclaiaation 
of the king, wliich condemned the out¬ 
rages committed, bat ordered no active 
measures to prevent their recurrence. It 
did indeed order that alj who did ,#iot be¬ 
long to tlie national guard should be dis¬ 
armed ; but that was ohly leaving the 
Protestants more exposed fa^he mercy of 
their edenMes,,as no Protestant was allowed 
to belong to ,the National guara*} and of 
course every one of then; should be dia- 
aitned ‘aecordting to the proclamation. 
(3 C) ‘ . 
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It exhibited* a strange idea of Justice, that 
the crinies and atrocities which had 


Another ^roclanmation was published in 
I>eoember, at Nismes. It was from the 
prefect, atid anlioJbced that on the follow¬ 
ing Thursday the Protestant churches 
wpnTd be re-opened. It also stated, with 
satisfaction, tliat the Protestants would in 
h short time give up those churches, which 
had originally belonged to the Roman 
Catholics, and th^t they f the Protestants) 
would have churches built for them out¬ 
side the city. By this very proclamation 
the prejudice of the people against the 
Catholics ^ust have beln heightened, as 


all the crinjes and atrocities 
been committed in the department of the 
Gard should pass unpunished, and that 
crimes Of so trivial a nature should be uni¬ 
formly visited with such severity. It was 
impossible for him to say mi whatdvi^noe 
these convictions took place; bilk'll waa 
hardly to be supposed that the persons 
who did not scruple to commit the most 
dreadful acts of violence womd be very 
scrupulous as to~ the evidence thei>°gave 
against the Protestants. It certainfy pre- 


they saw ^h^ .thlr>«?r«t|^tantB were not 1 seated to us a strapge pict^ of justice, 
deemed worl»g^^.o have 'char6hes inside I that all those tliKigs had taken place, and 
the city. The_y,^clamation expressed a,;* ’ 

hope that the city W NiSmes vvould not in 
future' be'degraded*? iKe eyes* of Europe 
by tlie blind infatiMtion of women and 
children; thereby implying a belief, that 
the outrages whicli had been committed 
were only the work of women and children. 

On the 10th of January the king published 
another proclamation, in which it was ob¬ 
served that the foj;mer proclamation had 
wet with that submission which be had a 
right to expect. But what was the sub¬ 
mission ? Had any of the mur^ierers been 
punished ? Not one: and yet it vTaS'ktt^ed 
that the former proclamation had met with 
aubmissidn, when one thing which it com¬ 
manded was, the punishment of the mur¬ 
derers. In this proc]amty;ion the king 
i^ommands the prefect to thank the na¬ 
tional guard, and the inhabitants of Nismes, 
for their adb^rrjnce to his ip^mer one, 
when it was a known fact, that subse¬ 
quently to that proclamation, several Pro¬ 
testants had been murdered at Nismes.^,, 

The hbnoitrable and learned gentleman 
said,' he believed that no crimes of a more 
atrocious nature had been committee^ 
since DecemHer last. He had, however, 
been informed, by a gentleman lately re¬ 
turned from Nismes, tliat he saw Protest¬ 
ants in the month of March, l^t driven 
from the qipbl te' walks. • Protestants were 
still sentenced to long imprisonments, 
i^ometimes even for life, to whom no other 
crimes were imputed than singing seditious 
Irc^s, Or making use'of seditioiA expres- 
'iito'ifs. If any person came forward, and 
'wd tlftt tie hcai-d a Protestant use such 
tod's'Ufh words, the*Protc8tant was imme- 
dijde^'thrp^ into prison. There was a 
ibai^ ift #hic5rtWo persons were accused of 



Of them was condemnm 
li^meri^r life, and *anoj:l]er was 
scntcuce4to imprisonment for lea years. 


yet that no one person .had ever been 
brought to justice [HeSr, hear!]. The 
perpetrators of the atrocious crimes had 
again been let loose on the persons who 
had already suffered severely from 
them, 'w He was not now inclined to move 
an immediate address to the Crown, call¬ 
ing on government to interfere on this 
subject. He was desirous of first knowing 
what had taken place between his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers and the government of 
France respecting the excesses committed 
against the Protestants., He should movq, 
therefore, that aft-address be presented to 
his ;oyal highness the Ih'incc Regent, 
praying that directions ‘ be given to his 
majesty’s ministers, to lay^vhefore the 
House copies or extracts pf all cpmmuiii- 
cations which had'passed between his ma¬ 
jesty’s ^government and the government of 
France i^siti=5e to the Protestants in the 
south'or iVance. He made this motion in 
no spirit of hostility to hjs majesty’s minis¬ 
ters. He was glad to afford an Opportu¬ 
nity to the noble secretary of state to give 
to the House* more detailed information, 
and from more authentic ^sources than he 
|. could be supposed to possess. > He hgd 
purposely avoided entering iuto’deiins on 
this subject. Ho coold^ve .a' loUg list of 
names of Pretestants inurd£»red atNismee, 
to not one of whonngcouid f>e imputed, that 
be had tak;pn part with BuonepartC*. It 
%as medhibent on those ministers, who, 

f ithitbe duke of Wellington, said that the 
rench government bad taken all. t^ 
measures in their power to prevent the 
atrocitieg, and to extend protection to all 
classes of Uieh* subjects, to show that this 
had been the case. ."If precedents vfere 
necessary norr tn justify the line of coo- 

« A . » w _i i_ _ _*_f _ k rt . a A. 


In^rober gong,«nd assaultii^ filuct which he wished tm House to adc^ 


he needed to brhlg forii^rd no other,jthan 
«(i 2 at repimtipne which* Imd feflecte4vi^ch 
hdftour'onUhem—he m&nt*that stnm^ 
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expression of their feeiings with respect to 
their feHow-oreatures on the coast of 
Africa; for he could not think that they 
Iiad stronger claims on us than our fellow- 
creatures of the south of France. The 
interference on that recent occasiofi would 
even serv* to justify us at present, if 
Frar^ were indifferent to us: but such 
was i^the case. We had taken a great 

S art in th^ restoration of the Bourbons. 

r the Protestants .were disarmed, we had 
assisted in uisarming them. At the 
naeni'.vhen these bloody scenes were act¬ 
ing in Languedoc, three Protestant larmies 
might be said to occupy France. His 
most Christian majesty^ could not then 
look from the windows of his palace, with¬ 
out seeing guns Ipcjinted against it, and 
matches ready to ^re them if neces¬ 
sary; Thia was the state of France at the 
time when all Utese bloody transactions 
Trere taking place. Our responsibility 
■caHed upon us, if we had not at tlie rao- 
meat interposed our good offices, to do so 
now. For what was the situation in which 
they stood at this moment ? The House 
well knew, that many parts of France 
were now in a state of trouble and dis¬ 
order. Who could say, if the fears of 
those 4ho .called tlifimeelves the loyalistSf 
should be excited, what might- the 
situation of the Protestant inhabitants of 
Nismes, wbA were doomed to be jostled as 
they walked along the streets^y the mur¬ 
derers of their wives, *their cnitdreii, or 
their parents; threatening them wiyii their 
looks, and exulting in theUwfiiKgier suc¬ 
cessful villany ? AndT what sort of blame 
would fall on us, having this responsibility, 
if we shouid not ask protection for these 
unfortunate people?—Sir Samuel con¬ 
clude with moving, 

** lliat an hiynble Address be presented 
to his royal highness the Prince Regent,, 
that he would be gracimtsly pleased to 
give difections that there be laid before 
this House, copies or extracts of all com- 
muhicalions wniclt love passed between 
his majesty’s government and |Iie govern¬ 
ment hi France relative to t^’PFotestants 
in the southern department? of that king; 
dphi.** , 

Lord Castlerea^ said, it was with great 

S ain that he had listened to the speech of 
le hon. and learned gentleman. As far 
as he had any knowledge of the transac¬ 
tions which Were the subject ^ of that 
speech,-he had no’ hesitation in saying that* 
the picture was ex^gerflted and unfairly 
colouied, a^d ntordlikely to create a feel- 
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ing of rjesentmen:; between those of the 
two religions, both in this country and >9 
France, than to do servme to those whose 
cause had been espous^u. • The hon. and 
learned gentleman had pl&ced him in a 
most embarrassing and invidious situation. 
He had laid before the House a statement 
of local excesses, given with as much de¬ 
tail as if the whole proceedings were 
under the cognizance of a looal tribunal. 
Even if we had the means of arriving at 
the truth of this melancholy talc—for it 
was melancholy *!on both sides-r-we bad 
^not ^lie n^ans of applying ia remedy. 
He must enter his pfotF4 against the 
false policy which the and leari^ 
gentleman was invitin^*'ihi8 country 
adopt. He venture to predict, 
if Wiis couiTtry should, fbo prevailed 'op, ^ 
emoark in a system ot interference in tlip 
affairs of other countries, and more espe¬ 
cially to interfere in lAatters of religious 
and local controversy, they would reviye 
iu Europe the illiberal spirit of the cen¬ 
turies gone by, and open an inexhaustible 
source of calamities to the world. In his 
opinion the hon. and fearned gentlemen 
had most unwisely and injudiciously dwelt 
that nightman the transactions in the south 
of Fr^-Asef as if his object had been to 
rouse all the passions of the followers of 
the two religions. The hon. and learned 
gentleman had said be did pot cliarge bis 
m^esty’s government with entertaining 
themselves sentiments of intolerance, or 
unbecoming men living under a free go¬ 
vernment } but he trusted, that although 
they would not lose sight of sehtiments of 
toleration, they would not so far forget them¬ 
selves, as to imagine thdy could discharge 
the duties of ministers of ierefgu states, 
and execute functions which were quite 
foreign to their situations. The hon. an^ 
learned gentleman, in the first part of,hip 
speech, bad stated that the public mind 
had been arrested ifi the work of benevpr 
lence by theonisrepresentations of his ma¬ 
jesty's government, or thosa acting .uu,de^ 
them. His majesty’s ministers had pot 
indeed been disposed to encourage the 
proceedings of certain bodies in this coun¬ 
try, becAise they were of opinion that 
these bodies, however well disposed, were 
hurrying themselves into a pQlicji which 
was likely to do more barm than good to 
the cause they lespoused. He knew it 
was impossible to discourafe in such a 
manner as to stop the effiirts of individual 
benevolence:.but pftinisters woitid hi^v^ 
lost sight 01 their duty if they bad ,eij^ 
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(^urage'l them. He did not deny that 
there were periods when we had interfered 
with the internal affairs of other states, 
and nrhep. we very properly had interfered, 
but this was a question of prudence, and 
&ny.<n)an who looked at what the senti¬ 
ments of. toleration and general benevo¬ 
lence were now working in favour of reli¬ 
gious inoderalion, would find that their 
progress w^as more likely to be arrested 
than forwarded by such an interference as 
that now proposed. There was a time 
when the nrotestant cayse was maintained, 
not simply%s a religious cautc, but as a 
political (wierbui, thank God, that time 
was now gonXffy. He did not say that 
governments oi^^t not to communicate 
with .each other, wd tfi offer, suggestions 
on many"subjects:^ut if one governnient 
M'cre to say to another, “ You do not ap¬ 
point proper admieisVators, we will show 
you whom you ought to appoint foi'prefects, 
and in what manner you ought td administer 
your laws,” any state would be displaying 
the utmost degree of debasement, if it 
suffered itself to,^ be. dictated to in this 
manner. The hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man had himself stated, that tliis was not 
{1 systematical persecution—Ijg told 

them the evil was of a local nature—that 
it was confined to the department of the 
Gard, and a part of the neighbouring de¬ 
partments. He had told the House jl;hat 
the Protestants first owed their liberties to 
the unfortunate monarch, wlip owed, per¬ 
haps, the sacrifice of his life tq his bene¬ 
volence ; for if had displayed more se¬ 
verity, the world, in all probability, would 
not have bad to deplore the scenes of ca¬ 
lamity which 'afterwards happened. ^le 
should be ifotng injustice to his most 
Christian majesty, if lie did not state his 
conviction tl^at the most serious desirt' 
was etvtetiained by that monarch to put 
down the evil which disgraced a part of 
his kingdom. The miseries which they 
all deplored had not disgraced Prance ge¬ 
nerally^ bud a*" particular-spot. Had not 
arts of our own em|>ife been disgraced 
y feuds of religious sects which all 
the .vigour of our laws cpuld^ not put 
dotVfa f This had been shown particularly 
in part of the empire with which he 
sriif pfere immediately connected, where 
the were nearly balanced. In the 
cftOjpty,of ../^^raagh, for‘nearly two years 
sects were lcvying<war on 
oral Of the law was 
pr^pnt the sstice description/ 
bad, taken pleee mt 


Nistnes. Did the House forget the riott - 
which had disgraced this country f The 
state of- things which had disgraced many 
of the provinces? And how should we 
have fe\t towards any foreign government 
making representations to his majesty’s 
minister fur foreign affairs, thSt (the Ca¬ 
tholics ought to be supported again^' the 
Protestants. Was that a language* which 
we would tolerate [Hear, hearQ? The 
hon. and learned 'gcntleman'h^d admitted, 
that no atrocities had taken place since 
December last. Why would he," then, 
harrov!' up the feelings of this House and 
the country with tales of religious seve¬ 
rity ? Hu had exRibited but one side of 
the question. If the hon. and learned 
gentleman wished, instead of being the 
historian and colourist of the sufferings of 
one party, to bold the scales of justice be¬ 
tween toe parties, he ought to have col¬ 
lected 'the errors of both, and not flattered 
the one at the expense of the other.—He 
did not feel that he. could, consistently 
with his duty, produce the information 
wished for by the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman, because he ought not to lay infor¬ 
mation before parliament, if parliament 
could not interfere; and because it was of 
the utmost con^uence that parliament 
should be silent on this subject, if they 
wished to avoid disturbing the peace of 
the people qf France and ou/! own coun¬ 
try. But be woujd not disguise fi-om the 
Rouse, that communications had passed 
between thc.:^two governments on this 
subject ;ei 2 roW these, communications had 
satisfied him, that bis Christian ma¬ 
jesty possessed the most sincere de¬ 
sire to put a stop to the evil, and that 
no efforts had been wanting on his part. 
But if the hon. and learned gentleman 
supposed that the Catiiolirs had not Buf¬ 
fered in turn from the Protestants, he was 
rqpst grievously mistaken. This jt'as but 
one-half of the picture; there was no 
doubt that life situation of the Protestants, 
generally speaking, vn France^ previous to 
pie rcvoli^ipn, was simh as to give pain to 
every liberal ^ind; but the efforts in Uieir 
fiivoHrhad been commenced by Louis IfiUi* 
previous to the r^olution. These were 
followed up with increased vigour in the- 
earlier stages of the revolution. This 
said withoqt meaning to impute blame to 
them.. They were a most e^'gbtened 
part of the population,'^anH. their edoca- 
‘tiod was such as p lead tbend to be moSi 
valuable members of society to which 
thqir belonged. But k^yim. tru^ that 
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without blame on their f>art, having ac-- 
quired during the revolution a great ex> 
tent of power, they were particularly 
taken up by Buonaparte, and became thus 
interested in the preservation of bis au¬ 
thority. From their power they excited 
the jealo\iS)^of the other sect. And their 
condi%^at a critical moment led them to 
the subsequent struggle. He had seen 
statements tliat buried in complete obli¬ 
vion the conduct of the Prbtestants, giving 
out that there were no violences on the 
part of the Protestants against the Catho¬ 
lics. Tile hon. and learned gentleman 
had touched lightly on’^is subject; he 
had said there might be some acts of vio¬ 
lence during the struggle between the two 
parties for power; but that when the au¬ 
thority of the one was established, they 
ceased. He would, in order that the 
House might have more correct inf|^rma- 
tion on this part of the subject, read to 
them a passage from a letter, which stated 
the events whicli took place between the 
re-entrance of Buonaparte and the re¬ 
turn of the Bourbons. He believed the 
opinion given by the individual who wrote 
this letter was perfectly impartial. It was 
the opinion of an individual who had been 
throughout the whole df* the disturbed 
districts, which opinion he was extremely 
anxious to re(%ive, because he went into 
tlie country with iiis mind totayy free add 
uiiinfluenecd, and was every respect 
qualitied to inquire into the 8ubjej||;—Here 
the noble lord rend a long pit^a<;e fmm a 
letter, which gave an account rela¬ 

tive situation of the Protestants- and Ca> 
tholics during the revolution—stated the 
Protestants as superior ih wealth and 
knowledge, though inferior in numbers, 
and l4at they had succeeded tlien, and 
under Buonaparte, in procuring for them¬ 
selves a majority of the ppblic officed-~ 
that th#,retttrn of the Bourbons had in* 
fused hopes into the Catholics ^f supplant¬ 
ing their morh fortunate rivals—that durirtg 
the ten months pre^ioifs to the return of 
Buonaparte, no explosion had t^kan place 
—i>tbat, however, a strong j^ousy sub¬ 
sisted between them, that «hen the fol¬ 
lowers of the duke d’Arl^ouleVe returned 
from his unsuccessful expedition in the 
sq||dh, two hundred of thebn fell •victims 
to the fury of the Brotestant^ at least 
were destroyed in a Protestant part of the 
country, if not massacred by Protestants; 
tlAtacorps of lO,'0<!)p Peilpres,'during the 
power of tbe.usurp^r^ committed grent- 
exeasses on •tberal^alisl^; that;, after the 


capitulation of Nismes a re-action took' 
place, and the excesses of the Protestants 
and Fedcrcs were severely retaliated; tfiat 
the persons who principally committed 
these excesses were of the lower order; 
that the rich Protestants suffered in thei/ 
properties, and those who did not possess 
property paid the forfeit with their lives; 
that the excesses, however, had been 
greatly exaggerated; that he had tra¬ 
velled leisurely through the disturbed dis¬ 
tricts, and lind bctyi a fortnight at Nismes; 
that he could stata w'ith confidence that 
die nufnbcr df lives lost ip the nepartment 
w'as under .1000, and in I^smes under 
300. The letter continu.‘d to state, thht 
a body of Protestari peasantry had 
organised themselves, and thre£t,tcned -A 
descent upon Nismes, |vhen the Austrian 
troops arrived. 'J’lic most proper person 
to have repressed thosq disturbances was 
general Gardeand here he remarked, 
that it was bo sign of intolerance, or of 
systematic persecution in the government, 
that they had appointed general Garde, a 
Protestant, to commamk the troops em¬ 
ployed to quell the disturbances. “ The 
assassination of- general Garde was to be 
looked o.p.rf^ a serious calamity.’* It was. 
well known that the Protestants of the 
surrounding departments, .except, in one 
part which bordered on the Cevennes, 
had^remained quite unconnected with the 
persecutions ami disturbances. In ;the 
Lyonais, Dan^hinais, and Provcnc^, there 
had been np interruption of tranquillity; 
and in some parts of Frafict the Protes¬ 
tants first hea'rd of the persecutions in 
letters from the Protestant society in 
LdtKlon [Hear, hear!]. T^ese letlerg' 
were more likely to propagate intolerance 
than to allay animosity, and it was really 
ta be lamented that well-dispqsed persons ‘ 
should take on themselves to meddle in; 
affairs which they did not understand.’' 
They had sent a respectable clergyman' 
to inquire intoTthe state of thq Protestants, 
who, as he had visited the most'disturbed 

f iarts,’had brought back a highly-cov 
oured picture and frightful narratfbhs, 
which had,been repeated by the hoti. and 
learned gentleman. Tiie letter* stated 
that “ in Montpelier, wh|re the Piptes- 
tants were numerous, .there had been ilo 
disturbances; tliey^were allied to the Ca¬ 
tholic families, and’formeU a^art of the 
national •guard. In Lyons there were '' 
‘6000 Protestants} they'live in hiirmonjr ‘ 
tvith the Cdthadics, and one of the minis;^'''^ 
*ters of41^.refined cht^rch is so’ihufchf^ 
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admired for his eloquence that his sermons 
are aitended by many Catholics.” Did 
tliis savoui' of a ^irit of persecution either 
in the goverpment or the people gene¬ 
rally ? « We cannot be surprised,” said 
the letter, “ that the king should be back¬ 
ward in placing authority in the bands of 
men who, but a few montlts before, bad 
been the warmest adherents of the 
usurper; And the most respectable Pro¬ 
testants confess, that they and their 
brethren have nothing more to expect 
from the king than thq protection of their 
persons and property, anch freedom of 
religious, worship, ft was not to be 
expected, tliat in districts' where the 
spirit of party nan high, the king should 
be able to find innruments qqjte untainted 
with that spirit; ^nd this circumstance 
could not be imputed to his majesty as a 
crime. The writer* of the letter then pro¬ 
ceeded to state some general conclusions, 
from his own observation, and the infor¬ 
mation which he had received, and which 
he should read:— 1 . The late distur¬ 
bances in the dopartment of the Card 
were of a political as well as religious na¬ 
ture. 2. They were confined to that dc- 
. partment, and the immediat ely bordering 
country which formed a parfm the Ce- 
vennes. 3. That there w'as no likelihood 
that tlio disturbances would spread. 
4. That thd- late unhappy excesses have 
been much exaggeratedf ^and that some 
of the mostatrociousacts wlpcli have been 
mentioned are untrue.” He should re¬ 
mark, tbat it^'lie had not been able to 
produce instances in which the guilty had 
forfeited their lives, the hon. and learned 
gentleman would not wish that the guilty 
on one side'only should be punished; and 
he would also be aware that it might be 
extremely difficult to extend the opem- 
tion of the law to the delinquents of all 
parties. “ 5. That .Nismes and the de¬ 
partment of the Gard were now perfectly 
tranquil, and had been so ^nce Uie month 
of December. 6 . That under the pre¬ 
sent government there is not & pro¬ 
bability of the renewal of the distur¬ 
bances, but at the same j^me| there can-' 
not be a perfect harmony in the depart- 
' ment unless there is a change in the 
official system.*’ On this point the House 
lirqtrld see that it was not for a British 
f^liaifientiJo dictate lo Louis ISth, ns to 
thb/adinlniSration of the depairtment 'du 
7. All the Pfotestants in the 
liiQtiife ^cqiilvlDced of rtie sincerity and 
df fb^dtike of Angoulcme’k. inter-* 


ference in their behtdf.” A postscript to 
the letter stated, ** that since the writer 
had returned to Lyons, he had received 
coinplabts of persecution, occasioned by 
thecirmlation of the letter from the society 
in London.” Thus it would be seen that 
a new scliism bad been create^ by this 
lettey. The writer observed-^ Pre¬ 
viously to my leaving the deparfinent, 1 
had observed that a strong feeling had 
been excited in- the magistrates, and un¬ 
easiness among the Protesbnts, by its 
abrupt and ill-timcd appearance. This 
letter'lias beeft most injurious, by exciting 
false hopes in theProtestants and jealousy 
in the magistrat?!S, and many of the J*ro- 
testants, though grateful for the motives 
which dictated, regretted its onpearance.” 

I The noble lord proceeded to observe, that 
this was a picture of the unfortunate state 
of that country drawn aunder an iionest 
and mpartial feeling, and the House 
would see that there could not. be traced 
any system of persecution of the Protes¬ 
tants in general, cither personal or poli¬ 
tical. The disturbances were ponfined to 
a narrow district forty miles square, and 
in ail other parts of France the Protes¬ 
tants enjoyed as much toleration as in 
England, It would be seen that any in- 
tcrfi-rence on the part of England would 
only Create offence where none before 
existed. Ijt w'as- only by tlf,: moderation 
of the government that confidence w'ould 
be restored to Ae afflicted department— 
not by mowing a loctil quarrel into a ge¬ 
neral c« 0 t?i/ver 6 y, and trumpeting casual 
acts of atrocity as a system of persecu¬ 
tion, and a desire of going back to the 
bigotry of the-ninth and tenth centuries. 
It was not by such colouring on one side 
of the picture that they could kee{t»down 
intolerance or lull to sleep religious ani¬ 
mosities. They would feel that all had 
been done which could be done* by thp 
French government.. That' government 
had no interest in keeping alive the dis¬ 
turbances, even though the king had been 
, a t.roclJi»tcad of a wise, amtablc, gra¬ 
cious, an^ benevolent monarch. He 
I defiied that >e stood in any such relation 
with respeqjf to IVance as to authorize in¬ 
terference in its internal affairs. We ettgr- 
cised a*d^rce of military superintendence 
in that Auntry tq support the triunijph 
Over the revolutionary order of things, in 
the cooviction that the trStrquillity of Eu¬ 
rope depended^ on tlie stability of the 
•French' government ’ but, he pretested 
against any attempt tb(lQtqrtneadle with 
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the administt%tion of that kingdom. He 
hoped, and was indeed satisfied, that the 
motion was not dictated by enmity to 
Loois 18th: but the House would be 
aware that there were spirits abroad 
anxious to overturn the government of 
that monSreh, because its existence placed 
their n^es of new revolutions at an Im¬ 
measurable distance. This class of per^ 
sons fastened pn local disturbances to 
raise a hatred against the government of 
France., He was convinced there was no 
happiness for this country but in i^ace, 
nor of peace but in tlje tranquillity of 
France; and as the presont government 
of that country was more benevolent than 
any likely to sqccecd.it, he would cling to 
it on that account. It was not on the 
ground that the monarch was a Bourbon, 
but because that goveimment was the key¬ 
stone of concord in Europe, that ob la¬ 
mented that the people of this country 
should be rendered hostile to it by frauds 
practised on their virtuous and amiable 
nature. He acquitted the hen. and 
learned mover of any wish to increase this 
infatuation; but he could not acquit him 
of imprudence. He deplored that the 
hoD. and* learned gentlenwn had revived 
the memory of an evil which existed.no 
longer, by his powerful eloquence; and he 
should not gi^ this spirit of controversial 
inqiiiry any s&nction or support! 

Mr. Brougham said, thtt the tone of as¬ 
sertion and accusatiomon the part of the no¬ 
ble lord had excited some sur^Miia^^nd for 
himself and for his hon.*and Icarne?friend 
he sliouid disclaim two principles whicl* 
the noble lord had imputed, to the advo> 
cates of the motion. The first principle 
whiclihe disclaimed was, hostility to the 
BouroOTS; and he also disclaimed any idea 
of recommending a measure which q;as 
most aliqp to sound principles of policy in 
all times,* and which in these times wa^ 
most impolitic—a direct inteafercncc in 
the government of Fraqpe, especially as to 
religious matters. And he woq^d inform 
the noble lord, if he could be i^ffrant of 
it,, that it was possible, witl\||lut asserting 
the propriety of such pu Ml^ure, to ask 
for information respecting the Yrotestante 
of France, and what steps had beeq taken 
in4ticir behalf, and, if no steps had been 
taken, why ? This wds the wnole amount 
of his hon. and •learned friend’s motion. 
Tly^t motion .had* been suppprtpdT by a 
creat mass of .informattPh—^not only by 
we facts which his hdR Jsnd learned fripnd 
Had adduced, t)ut 1)y the ampler con^nin^* 


tion of alf those painful details incite let¬ 
ter which had been read by the noble lord. 
That statement which had been read in so 
triumphant a tone, was to all appearance 
ably and candidly drawn up. But what 
was the impression it had made ? llaj 
not, at every sentence with which the no¬ 
ble lord interlarded his document, a new 
proof started forth of the^ accuracy of his 
hon. and learned friend’s*statement ? So 
far was the letter from showing that his 
hon. and learned friend had exaggerated, 
that tlipugli it was In more geulral terms, 
it gave an idea of persecutions even more 
extensive than his bon. and learned firienfd 
hpd supposed. They were told by that 
letter, that one thousand murders had been 
peipytrated * by the armed Cathnlics on 
the unarmed Protestams, besides a vast 
number of atrocities which-it was too pain¬ 
ful to relate or contemplate. The state¬ 
ment of the noble lord therefore exceeded 
that of his hon. and learned (friend. The 
noble lord had next endeavoured to alArm 
the House by referring to a period not 
long past, when religious'‘controversy had 
produced unhappy consequences in the 
county of Armagh; but did be mean to 
say, thau’*%ven during the rebellion of* 
1798 and 1799 the outrages had equalled 
those of La Garde ? [Lord CosHcreagh 
said across the tabic that he did not refer 
to "the date meptioned.] If the noble 
lord did not allude to the rebejlion his 
argument wa^the weaker; for if not during 
the period of the rcbelliop^ whjere could 
be found any thing like a parallel to the 
horrors of La Garde. Within the space 
of months a thousand. murders bod 
committed. Where could simila'r atroci¬ 
ties be found in the history of almost 
any country? What had fallen from the 
Aoble lord regarding the tdn thousadd 
men who had oppressed a part of France 
by their adherence "to Buonaparte did 
not at all appfy, because at that period 
hostilities had not^ceased. ^Tl^e*in'qti6Q 
did not require that this country slmuld 
draw the sword in favour of'the Protes¬ 
tants. Other means of redress were in 
our hands Vhich might be usdd without 
any breach of amity. It was the duty of 
England to use them peacefully, anl de¬ 
licately, in*proportion *to the importance 
and delicacy of the iubject. It was the 
duty of government to mal^ such re¬ 
presentations t» the sfuthorities in J^ran<;e 
as becatpe the situation of^jth^ country, 
«nd. the attitude we were ontiUed to m- 
tume. A Teiiewa! of hostilitiM 
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*' not be the conseqiSence; on 

tfed’'cont|^, in former times, when 
mm ot^elves called upon to inter- 
u(m' tq favour of those who were un- 
suffering, our sympathy had been 
'nithuently rewarded by the accomplish- 
raent ’of the desired object. The noble 
lord had frequently reverted to a favour¬ 
ite topicr-tlie injury done to the cause 
of the Protestants by the humane inter¬ 
ference of their brethren in this country, 
and the example of those benevolent 
persons tvtflt held up as a warning to the 
House. “ Though your Ancestors ha^e 
frequently interposed with effect, you 
must not think of endeavouring to res¬ 
cue tliese unhappy people from destr6c- 
tion,’* said the nobld lord; 'and what was 
the reason assi^ed ? “ I admit,” hdded 
his lordship that fheir persecutors inflict 
upon them inhuman cruelties; that they 
are tortured, that they are murdered; 
tliat in three months one thousand mur¬ 
ders have been perpetrated, and not 
one offender executed or even brought to 
trial, but you '’must not interfere, be¬ 
cause the generous sympathy of the 
people of England will only draw down 
upon the Protestants of^^Erance nevv 
, calamities.” Such was the argument 
of the noble lord; and he had heard 
. it with t|ie more regret, because it 
;was not the last time it would b« em¬ 
ployed. The subject of *tfie slave trade was 
shortlj^ to be brought befbre the House 
~aDother att^pt would be made to ame¬ 
liorate the Condition of those with whom 
we had in common neither manners, lan- 
gqage, religion; nor complexion ;* but what 
would lie the answer of the noble Id^ to 
such a proposition i He had given a fore¬ 
taste of it that night. ** Do not intenere’’ 
he would soy—“ do not endeavour to [ff'p- 
mote the happiness of the slaves; it is true 
they are now whipped with scourges, but < 
if you interpose they willjbe flogged with 
scorplpos.*’. Such an argument would not 
impose ^on the uodhrstanding of parlia- 
nt^nt. The noble lord had stated,* that he 
was no friend to peace who diminished 
;ih,e stabUi^ of the presenH government of 
^j^ance. It was true that conflicting opi- 
had be^n entertained as to the pro- 
.l>r£^jr„of our interference in establiah- 
3(,of the Bout|)ops, but botli parties 

t-u,-jpjjj smeerely in the prayw 

lily might pot befdisturWl. 

*i, ConUaueon the throne of 
0 Ann *froni to its en^ 
anerblent countenance to its 



friends.must be the nearest aad .dearest 
wish of every man who rejoiced in,'the 
hairiness of France, and in t he tranquillity 
of Europe ; but he was at a loss to imagine 
hopr this^overnment was prevented i^om 
remonstrating on the .subject of the Pro¬ 
testants, at a time when ' had an 
army in France, and a general pow¬ 
ers little less than sovereign. He trusted 
that the present discussion would operate 
as a spur to those who Had autliority in 
our neighbour kingdom ; at least it would 
show, that there were a few persons in 
Great TBritaih who felt the ancient sympa¬ 
thy of their fo^fatliers, and who felt equal 
pity for the persecuted, and indignation 
at the authors of their calamities. 

Lord Binning' said, the hon. and learned 
gentleman had imputed to his noble friend 
that he had attributed to the bun. and 
lear(ied mover, and tlfose who acted with 
him, a wish to disturb the present govern¬ 
ment of France.’ He begged to remind 
the House, that the noble lord had posi¬ 
tively disclaimed any such intention. Lord 
Binning then proceeded to show, that the 
outrages recently committed were not con¬ 
fined to the persecution of the Protestants, 
as two hundred Catholics had l^cn mur¬ 
dered in the Protestant villages. It was ar-* 
giied, that we ought to avail ourselves of 
our present situation with respect to 
‘France, effectually tojnterfcre in behalf of 
the Protestants He would s&y that tlie 
circumstance of oyr having the duke of 


Wetlin 

ough 

rather 


iagtjp, and a large array in France 
^npolicy snd in good feeling, to be 
an argument against than for any. 
interference on the part of tliis country. 
All the Protestants of France, with the 
exception of those in the department of 
the Hard, were perfectly tranquilf^ They 
desired no interference on our part. If 
wc interfered, our interference might lead 
to an appeal to ,the sword; and this that 

which thq learned gentleman was prepared 
to support? He was jglad the noble lord 
bad opposed tbc*motion as he had done, 
and h«m^ted it would be rejected by t|>e 
House. X ^ 

Mr. supported the metion. 

From) the/oest Information he had been 
able to obtain, those by whom the da^o- 
lics stud to Have been massacred hy JPro- 
testants, had been put to were 

headed by a Catholic., It was admitted 
that tD8ay,Protcstanta,had be«n niurderi^ 
by Catholics, .and.lie, was tbereforfi Aeci- 
dedly of opinion that ifiteiTereiice 
[•which the motion cafitd^^.iraa 
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he did not see that there was any prO' 
hibilRty of such interfbreiice leading to an 
appeal to the sword. 

Sir 5. Romitlu rose to reply, and coi®- 
tnenced by stating that a most unwarran- 
t^le charge bad been preferred hgamst 
him by the jioble secretary of state, which 
was s^otlded in some degree by the noble 
lord^io had just spoken. But with*‘re8- 
pect to the noble secretary, he was not con¬ 
scious of having ever done or said any 
tiring to give the noble lord personal of¬ 
fence, or to provoke such aspersions upon 
his motives and actions as,, to his know¬ 
ledge, had never been applied to any indi¬ 
vidual in that House. Why, then, should 
the noble lord feel disposed to offer him 
such deliberatti, designed injustice i [A 
cry of Order! j The hon, and Jearned gen¬ 
tleman said that he was not aware of any 
departure from order, nor had he any in¬ 
clination to offend the noble lord, mit he 
felt that jie had a right to complain when 
such an imputation was cast upon bis con¬ 
duct, as that it had a tendency to indame 
religious animosities, not only in France, 
but in this country. Such an imputation 
he would venture to say, was totally un¬ 
deserved, and that no man would more 
strongljjS deprecate a con.o^uence so bane-J 
ful, as that of creating any descriptio/i of 
religious animosity. Therefore, he pro¬ 
tested against the gross injustice of the ac¬ 
cusation. , But he had also b9cn accused 
of exaggeration and high colouring, and 
of desiring this country to interfere with 
the proceedings of tbehrcnclryj^inment. 

The fallacy -of the latter charge was ob¬ 
vious from the words of his motion, whiefi | tants, because, truly, Protestants and Buo- 

na^artists were synonymous i litis, how- 


did not call for interference, but fur an ac¬ 
count of any interference that had already 
takcn^ place. It was confessed on the other 
side, tnat our government had interfered, 
and his motion only desired to obtain sqme 
imcountaof the nature of that interference. 
But 'aftdV such an acknowledgment, it waS 
strange to hear the danger of any interfer¬ 
ence deprecated by the, very persons who 
pvowed that interference. HenMerpropos- 
edor wished that ourgovernmurlthould in¬ 
terfere by any ot her tu eans^ an thos% of, 
gohd omces, or recot^nunlations, and 
^erefore the observations as ro the use of 
at^ force, wei-e totally inapplicable to any 
tlmg that he had offered. It #as impos- 
gible, he presumed, tl^ he or any man of 
common seusn oould be supposed to advise 
aqy plan of intm‘fm«nce inednsistefit with 
the amity shbsistii^ hetwben the two go- 
terhments. Kow. reroect to the 
fVOL. XS5^) ^ . •! 
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charge o( exaggeration, he tould hpt fed 
that It was in any degree correct. * For |nn 
Statement that he had made waii,,io'|^y 
respect, contradicted. On’the contrei^y, 
the whole of bis statements *were confirm¬ 
ed by the letter which the noble secretary 
had read to the House., But the tiobie 
lord had, he perceived a printed report 
before him, which presented still more 
shocking details than any which he (Sir 
Samuel had quoted. How, then could be 
be accused of exaggeration or high co¬ 
louring 1 He had Aated that a Protestant, 
{^ad b$cn shq^ in his bed. Wye not this aa 
undoubted fact ? and wa% there any high 
colouring in the statement of it ? Could he 
^en sbite it milder than in the style of 
simple narrative? But if any one doubted 
his ytateme'nts, he m(bt also doubt' the 
suhstance of the letter Tead by the noble 
secretary. It bad, however, been said* 
that two hundred stragglers who followed 
the fortune of the duke d’Angouleme, 
were massacred by the Protestants; and 
it was added, that It mattered not wheflier 
these victims were Catholics or not, be¬ 
cause the massacre was Calculated to ex¬ 
cite a spirit of retaliation. This observa¬ 
tion might have some foreP, as applied to^ 
the deluded people; but what was the re-* 
sponsibility of the, government, which to 
this hour had taken no measures tdcorrect 
an erroneous impression, which allowed 
tbs'people to j|qmain in ignorance as to 
the real character of the victims, gnd thui 
allowed a relfgious persecution to prevail, 
and permitted it to becomeift.popular belief, 
that those who. suffered were nol Protes- 


na^artists were synonymous j 
ever, was a most erroneous conclusion, and 
was in no degree warranted by the con¬ 
duct of the Protestants. But it was s^d, 
l.tftat religious persecution had’taken place 
only in the department of the Gard. 
however, was not the fact, as that |^tae- 
cution had extended to other districts, in 
one of which a Prq^estant chilrc]i hadfa^n 
burned down. But as to the animadvdr- 
sioits upon his narration of the suffeipn^ 
of tifa Protestants previous to the' revolu¬ 
tion, how,4)e would ask, could he have il¬ 
lustrated the. relief which ibe Pitotestants 
derived from that event, i&he had nft en¬ 
tered into that statemeotl' lf,,hdwever, 
he. had beeoi in error in making that state¬ 
ment, he^had a precedent foirtbat error, 
in the oBservationt off the ndble srn^tvy 
himself, in discusss^ the qiK of tfid 
nfldi patriots. coir 

i(3 0 ) • ' 
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frota tl^t staten^it be consistently charg* 
Cd by the noble lord with a desire to m- 
flettie reli^ous animosities. But whatever 
the event of t^e motion might be, he felt 
that hisstatemeht, and the discussion uf>on 
k, would serve to do good without being 
at tdl calculated to do any barm. For it 
must do good to disclose the truth, and to 
bring acts of oppres^on to light in the only 
assembly tb Europe where'truth could be 
aafely spoken. But the noble lord had 
taid that the letter of the Protestant so¬ 
ciety in this country had done much mis¬ 
chief to the cause of the Protestants ie 
France. What was the publication of in¬ 
justice likely to do more mischief than 
the silent toleration of it i Had any mer- 
sures of vigour bfen,taken ,to bring the 
rioters to justice The contrary, inre^sd, 
was evident, from the tone and terms of 
the French king’s pVoclamation. But he 
^id not on this ground mean to censure 
the king, for that monarch, like our regent, 
had the misfortune of acting through, and 
being acted upon by others. After hear¬ 
ing the whole c^e made out by the noble 
lord, he had no doubt that, under all its 
circumstances, the letter of the duke of 
, Wellington was wholly unjustifiable on the 
facts. He would not divide the House, 
but he felt satisfied that the result of this 
discussion would be beneficial. 

Lords BiAning and Castlercagh, in ^ex¬ 
planation, disavowed any amputation upon 
the hon. and learned gen^eman for his 
mode of introducing tms motion. The 
question^.was put from the chair, and 
negatived without a division. 
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Friday May 24?. 

WeigB'^ and Measures]. Tte 
order of the day for the consideration of 
this subject being read, 

Earl Stanhope called to the recollection 
of their lordships that a* bill had been 
brought up h-om the Cummons on the sub¬ 
ject of Weights and Measures, whibh bill 
thek lordships had dealt witli as it ought 
to be dealt with by men of ociegee or sense < 
sa^at is^ had ordered it t*d be read a se- 
'edtii time that day six months: neverthe- 
Hiai,* In doing %o, it was not ^ meaning 
^Ifttbeir lordships lo say, that*tbe subject 
DM one of vefy great inipoitanee, 
S^^tttrthe present systan as to weights 
one which requirea sat 
%aiwpHPad Mr 'but only that the bill wSs 
«6t tallcail^lw^^^&ctuate tl^ benefidaf 
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purposes in view. A noble friend of bis 
(^the marquis of Lansdowne) bad at the 
time suggested that a commission should 
be formed, composed of persons of skill 
and science, to consider the subject, and 
repdrt their opinion to the House; and 
this was the object of the motion which 
he was now about to submit to tnep; loM- 
ships. It was the wish of his noble friend 
himself that he should take up the subject, 
otherwise be fcU too rauch>respect for his 
noble friend to have taken it out of hi« 
bands. The question for their lordships 
now to decide was very simple. They had 
only to consider, whether it was proper or 
not that the subject should be referred to 
men of science to- report on it. If any 
Ian of his should be ultimately adopted, 
e assured their lordships that it would be 
a plan founded on nature. He would have 
no 1(^3 barley-corns, no length of so many 
acorns, no breadth of so many horse-ches- 
nuts. If they adopted their barley-corn 
system, they would make themselves ridi¬ 
culous in the eyes of all Europe. Such 
standards as these did not become the 
country of Newton, of Hutton, of Simpson, 
of Napier, and of Maclaurin. No such 
silly plan ought to be thought of, when a 
proper scientifitf standard might be intro¬ 
duced without any great inconvenience, as 
the old and new might be allowed for a 
thne to go on together!^] The old 
and new styles were so allowed to go 
on together. I'he new style was intro¬ 
duced in 1752, to asl^iniiiate this country 
in thatawt^ct to other nations. No ob¬ 
jection was made "to it but'one. Some 
people insisted that parliament had robbed 
the English year of eleven days, and made 
a present of them to Hanover. Now, 
however, the new style was almost^river- 
sally used, though not altogether, for he 
himself had an estate'in a part of the coun- 
,try where the'bid style was still lA'cd. As 
some noble lords were now in the House 
who had ndt been present at the time when 
the bill was under discussion, he would 
again state, from the evidence takao before 
the Cbmm^s committee, the remark^le 
farft, that an office in West^s- 

ter for and adjusting wei^ts 

where wei^ts were stampra without being 
weighed or adjusted at all. This had for 
ears been the pi|ictice. Wei||fats f&d 
een stamped without ever having been 
put in. the scales; and bne of the wit¬ 
nesses stated^ t^at he had several weights 
in his poiisession errQpeous hi difhrent de- 
gl«e8, and which haAJbileg. amit to try 
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whethef they wovld be sflitnped, and they 
were all stamped without having been ad- 
justed; and the fees had been taken con¬ 
trary to law, for the fees under the act of 
parliament were allowed not for stamping 
merely, biit for stamping and adjusting. 
Their lo^ships ,would easily perceive what 
miscIHef might in this way have been done 
to the public, and even to the honest shop¬ 
keeper. He might have been prosecuted 
for having light weights,* and nave found 
his character blasted and ruined without 
any fault of his. This was scandalous. 
The witnesses examined befbre the 'Com¬ 
mons’ committee did not^very well agree 
as to the facts. Some described the 
French meter different from others; but 
that was the fault of the measure employed 
for the occasion. He should now propose 
to their lordships to address the Crown to 
appoint a commission, composed c|F the 
most eminent men of science, to consider 
the subject, and report. It was not enough, 
however, that the commission should con¬ 
sist merely of men of science. In order 
to obtain the desirable object of a free and 
easy communication with parliament, it 
would be proper that certain members 
(three at least) of each House of parlia¬ 
ment should form part’of\!ie commission; 
and he should take the liberty of suggest¬ 
ing two nara(|, the carl of Aberdeen and' 
the carl of liosse. As to rgen of sdS- 
ence, it was desirable to J;»ave persons of 
different opinions in the commission, and 
he suggested the names of Dr. Hutton, 
one of the first mathematicians'£r:Hurope: 
Mr. Wollaston, the secretary to the royak 
society; Dr. Gregory, and Mr. Mudge, 
two very distinguished mathematicians; 
Dr. Robertson, professor of astronomy in 
the wriyersity of Oxford; Mr. Vince, pro¬ 
fessor of astronomy in the university of 
Cambridge; and Dr. Playfair, of ^ ufti- 
versity df Edinburgh fiord Kenyon sug-, 
gested that some one should be named 
from the university of Dublihj. Ear] 
Stanhope, in continuation, thanked the 
noble lord for the suggestion, bu|;«he only 
at present mehtioneo^some nanf^ who, he 
tbpaght, ought to be dtMlm^mmissibn, 
without pretending eithdf acwally to ap- 
pomt them, or to limit the number. Emi- 
n^t men might very properly be> taken 
from the universities of Glasgow, Dublin, 
and others; end this put him in mind of 
an expression of his used cm a fonanr oo- 
casioD« which ha dibcdd bf sbrry to bave 
taken om^lae thaniie intended U* He 
was h i na^ a sdan e>£ sekwip 
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to know how disagreeable it must be to 
men of that description to be harassed with 

a uestions; and the plan would be to allow 
lem to consider the subject by them¬ 
selves, without being harassed with ques¬ 
tions by Lords or Commons. But if ex» 
amination should be thought necessary, 
he did not mean to shrink from his ex¬ 
pression, but repeated, that he would ex¬ 
amine their guts out. • He'concluded 
by moving an address to his royal highnesa 
the Prince Regent, to appoint a commis¬ 
sion to consider how far. it was practicable 
wid advisabl# to establisl^ a uniform sys¬ 
tem of weights and measures. 

The Earl of Aberdeen observed, thatf 
he hoped some other, more capable than 
he was, woqjd be appointed; for, with the 
{distinguished names wpcb he had men¬ 
tioned, he did not feel ^at he could be of 
the smallest service, had lately heard, 

however, that certain men of science were 
employed a( present under the sanction of 
the Commons' committee in making ei^e- 
riments on the pendulum, and other mat¬ 
ters connected with this inquiry; and per¬ 
haps it might be worth while to consider 
how far the present motion might be con¬ 
nected witiwthat inquiry. 

The Earl of Liverpool said, that on B 
subject of this importance it was advisable 
to proceed with the utmost caution. This 
was, not merely a question of Icience, but 
also one of convenience and practicability, 
though undoj^btedly the scientific part 
must be the foundation of the whole. 
But when the question of^cienc« should 
be settled, it would still remain for parlia¬ 
ment to consider what would be the cilects 
of\he change in practice—’how it would 
bear on the interests of buyer and seller, 
and how it could most conveniently .be 
introduced. This was a raster of ex¬ 
treme delicacy, and persons acquainted 
with the law and praatice in these matterii 
ought certainly to be employed on the 
inquiry. He hdmitted, howevbr, that 
reformation in this^respcct, if iwchuld be 
conveniently introduced, would be highly 
beneficial. Though the noble 'eai4 tied 
»thrown out^his own ideas on the subject, 
he probably was himself sehsible, that the 
nomination of the persons to be appointed 
on the consraissioo ought be deft* en^ 
tirely to the discretbn of the Crown, and 
he engaged, that they shoul^be ohosen 

with tmoautmost. ;in]partiality,'and soldby 

mtb.a v4ew te the<.deeaecp|^lisbi9entef 

tfaeohieot*! >;.i» 

*.. film eaidy' tlpK^oughi t«9 
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modesty of the tioble earl who had spoken 
before the minister, had induced him to 
_ dfsclaha. a merit to which he was fully en- 
' titled, yet he hoped that persons who might 
have a strong influence on his mind would 
j^ss him into the public service. But as 
t6 the inquiry now stated to be going on, 
he did not know by whom it was conduct* 
ed.' though he had heard reports, which if 
they were true, 'some of the persons en> 
gaged in that inquiry were of the descrip¬ 
tion of* those with respect to whom he 
promised to examine Uteir guts out. As 
to what bad be^n said by me nolAe eaA 
who spoke last, he admitted that this was 
not merely a question of science, but one 
of science and expediency, and with re¬ 
gard to the namer: which ht; had men¬ 
tioned, if the minil'. era of the Crown dbhld 
find better in £qr<'sipe, they would be in¬ 
deed very fortunate, lie was very anxious 
that it should he kept in viqw how very 
desirable it was that a proper and common 
standard should be adopted by the prin¬ 
cipal nations of Europe. This would be 
' of prodigious Commercial advantage to 
this country, but the object could never 
be accomplished unless we adopted a 
‘ standard founded on nature.*' In a mere 
arbitrary standard other nations would 
not g»along with us; but if a standard 
founded on pature were agreed upon, the 
other nations of Europe^might go on in 
the inquiry together with*\is, and then a 
proper tiniversal standard ifiight be fixed 
upon, to the g^at advantage of all. He 
was the more urgent on this point at pre¬ 
sent. on account of the extraordinary faci¬ 
lity of communication with the otherjja- 
tionsof'Euiope which the present oppor¬ 
tunity aflbrdcd; a facility of which we 
ought not to fail to take advantage. 

The motion was then put, and carriflc[ 
*iem. dis. 

— it I II 
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• *'Fridayf May 24. 

Soap Excise On the motion 

for the third reading of this bill. 

Sir M. W. Ridley opposed 4l^ hill on ‘ 
tiie pribciple of it. As a matter of regu- 
lati^ he shoujd feel no objection to it, 
■'bitt u a finance .measure it.aboold not 
,lmve<ins concurrence,juid be believed the 
the exchequer‘would find 
Imtualfldiaappomted in hia exdbctatloqs, 
^ would ^ produci^ve’to 

i^>poeed it># it. 
toi iojoroifjio 


Soap Excise TBill. ' {TO 

Mr. Brougham wished to fie informed 
by the chancellor of the exchequer, whe¬ 
ther this bill was intended merely as a re¬ 
gulation bill, or a bill to raise money, and 
if the latter, he would ask what sum did 
the right hon. gentleman thiqjc it would 
raise f He had been informed that i^, was 
calculated to raise two or three hundred 
thousand pounds. 

The Ckancelluf of the Exqfiequer replied, 
that the bill was intended first to protect 
the whale fisheries, but afterwards it was 
found.that it ^ould produce an addition 
to the revenue, which was not calculated 
to exceed 150,000/. Some regulations 
had been introduced into it which had 
been afterwards altered on the represen¬ 
tation of the mannfacturers of hard soap, 
wlio had pointed out the inequality of the 
operation of the bill on them and the ma¬ 
nufacturers of soft soap*! The whole of 
the increased duty would fall very lightly 
on the public, not being on an average 
more than three-pence per head on each 
person in the kingdom. The additional 
duty would dot amount to more than 
eight, or nine shillings in the hundred 
weight, and the whole duty would not be 
more than 30s.jjier hundred. t 

Mr. Preston opposed the bill. He ob¬ 
served that though the duty might be but 
Bipall on individuals, yet it I ’as by these 
imperceptible degrees that taxes had been 
raised to their p&csent enormous amount. 

Mr. Curmn believed the calculation 
would foll^ort of the amount, and that 
the ta^^^^Tould be 2$.- each on a million of 
families. He would not object to any 
fair plan of taxation; but be was con¬ 
vinced this tax would fall most heavily on 
the lower classes. 

Mr. Brougham observed, that the 
alterations, the regulation part of this bill 
was dropped, and the tax part cqntinued. 
d,ike other bills professing regulations, 
this was inn fact a revenue bill, and was 
imperceptibly slipped through the House 
to a certain stage, ^fore people knew the 
nature And so they were prevented 
frojB coD8iulbing^<='Ir interests properly. 
The manu^sr>^» however, could <^ly 
combine, am one set get their exemprions, 
and another their drawbacks: and the 
coQsuifleia still bad the tax to pay, after 
the roanufactarers were relieved from what 
partieuia^ preisaed tin thpm. Xt seemed 
the f>tactt 0 e|Df the treasury: never to bring 
in n biB nf /iegulat2dh.vwiihoiit ‘ taroin^ a 
by it»i- It 

woida amount oidy to tkree<f>^c« a h«id 
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os an wera^, as it wOuli be about four- 
pence on the higher, and three-halfpence 
on the lower classes. But thus measures 
advanced by degrees. Straw was laid on 
straw, till the last straw broke the anare*s 
back. Adc^tional taxation on soap, even 
at the loirest rate, must increase the prif^ 
of labour. Had the tax on salt been be¬ 
gun at fifteen shillings a bushel, it would 
not have been,borne; tvit the practice 
was to begin low, and then to advance, 
and say it was only threepence or four- 
pence in the increase, hope;jl the 
House would pause before they passed a 
tax bill on an article of necessity, for which 
the only defence was, that the amount of 
the increase was small. 

Mr. Rose said, nothing was more bene¬ 
ficial to the public, in matters of taxation, 
than to avoid taxes on articles o^ con¬ 
sumption : but wfiat was to become of the 
revenue, if all such taxes were resisted, 
after the property tax had been given upf 
If the revenue could not be supplied in a 
more desirable way, we must be driven 
to the necessity of laying on such taxes as 
the present. 

Mr. Lyttelton observed, that gentlemen 
oppositt, finding they coyjd not, through J 
tlie assessed taxes, or any other assess-^ 
ments, find an equivalent for the lost'pro¬ 
perty tax, tere determined to propose 
such taxes hs would make seme people 
regret the abolition of she property-tax. 

He believed, howewr, that it would be 
found that any property-tax, ^woufft fall 
ultimately most severely on tiii poorer 
classes. 

The bill was read a third Umeand passed. 
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Lord Castlereagh said, he was not ipre- 
pared to give any answer to the qaestien 
of the hon. baronet, being .unacquainted 
with the facts of the case. * 

Fbesidemt oe the Boabd of Coni. 
TBOI..] Lord Althorp inquired whether 
it was intended to fill die vacancy in the 
above office, which had now be$n unoccu- 
pied above three months f If po appoint¬ 
ment took place, it might be fairly inferred 
that the office itself was a sinecure. 

Lord Castlerea^ said, he lytd himself 
8nce filled tHbt office, and he could assure 
the noble lord its duties were of a nature 
which rendered it any thing but a sine¬ 
cure. He believed an appointi^aent would 
soon take jdace. k 

Mr. Brougham obsewed, that the noble 
lord held the office ^conjunction with 
that of secretary of statf for foreign affairs, 
and therefore he no doubt found the dou¬ 
ble labour sufficiently severe. 

Lord Castlereagh replied that, inde¬ 
pendently of any other occupation, the 
duties of the office, if faithfully and ade¬ 
quately discharged, were of a most labo¬ 
rious description. 


Boabd of Admikalty.] Sir M . W . 
RiSSe^ rose to ask a question of the noble 
lord, which he Ifbped be would be able to 
answer^, It appeared that a noble lord, 
the member for Monmouth - (the marquis 
of Worcester), had vacated ^is seat, in 
consequence of-accepting the office of one 
of the lords of the admiralty: and upon 
Inferring to the army list, he thait he 
li^ a commission'^jyh£7tX regiment of 
hiMarB, -being a lieut^pS^^ that regi¬ 
ment, which was now serving.' in France. 
He wished to know whether he still re- 
tafoed his commission. If he did^ it was 
evident that he eithei* could not attoad bis 
duty, or if he 4id attend bis duty‘as alien- 
tenant, then Ite nMiit;n^l^ his wffice as 
a^ord of the adminfiity^ wn w^tqh case it 
taiigbt he|npaftu»ed«faie latt^ wai ft sine- 
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Committee on the Distbessed 
State of Aoricultubf.?] T1j« House 
having resolved itself into a pommittee of 
the whole H(^e, to consider furtlier of 
the DistressewState of the Agriculture of 
the United Hingdom, * 

Mr. FranUand Lewis rj^se, and adverted 
to the continued indispositiore of Mr. 
Western, with'whom this subject had ori- 
g^iated’, and whose absence, he regretted 
to say, could not be adequately supplied 
by any other member; but he wimed 
some time appointed for the final considc- 
fation of the question respecting the dis¬ 
tressed state of agriculture. He had de¬ 
layed hitherto a proposition concerning 
wool; but it ^eemed necessary to dispose 
of a former resolution beforejie cpdld pro¬ 
ceed., He should therefore mdVe to post¬ 
pone'the consideration of Mr.-We^irn’s 
resolution, leaving that open to hiaat.when 
his bealtha was suffioientty restdTed. He 
then noticed some reports frdniJithe com¬ 
mittees. Two resolutions^ad been ptadc; 
one respected wool, and another the duty 
on rape-seed imported. The rape-sMd 
daty was now 4c. per ton, ^ the selling 

f trice #88 4/i jter teat. He thought it 
ntpoirtabt to :^t‘ as much rape-^ft^ 
Imseed as poaiiblei Aey-made sach eit* 
4eneiat> imanura; • iThe 
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every chim to protectioD» but their inte> 
rests could not bear competition with that 
of the growth of corn in the country. It 
had appeared, before the committee that 
tobacco might be grown in this country; 
hot duties could not be effectually levied 
on the home growth, from the temptations 
to smuggling. He then moved that the 
first agricultural resolution be postponed. 

Mr. Brougham dissented from the opi¬ 
nion of the last speaker as to tobacco,^and 
hoped he would recur his original opi¬ 
nions against high duties and high penal¬ 
ties. The' legislature had fortnerly era* 
powered the justices to pluck yp all tobac¬ 
co plants, as high duties had been found 
inefficient. There was no excuse for thu 
penalties but that protecting the colo¬ 
nies. The colonist and merchants always 
enjoyed the advai^ge of docking to the 
treasury, and obtmning laws to help them; 
But then we had Maryland, Virginia, and 
Georgia, which were now foreign coun¬ 
tries and we had scarcely an acre of to¬ 
bacco, except a few in what were Dutch 
colonies. We vesrct in fact, giving en¬ 
couragement only to the American far¬ 
mers. Why not act concerning home 
■grown tobacco on the same principle as 
we did with hops, &c.? He could not 
understand thei objection on the ground 
of smuggling. He hope^o hear some 
better reasons on the sub|ict of growing 
tobacco at home. 

Mr. Freston was proceeding at conside¬ 
rable length to djscuss the causes of the 
agricultusal dis^csscs of the country, and 
the general topics before the agricultural 
conunittee, when- 

Lord Gast^Yeagh rose to order. Tfie 
hon. gentleman, he said, was travellinjg 
into topics not at present proposed for the 
consideratloy of the committee. He wacs 
entering on the general subject of the rc' 
solutions, as if the adjourned debate upon 
them had been resumed, whereas the ques¬ 
tion before tjfe committee *was, whether 
the consideration of thef resolution which 
had been read, and which opened the 
gendral subject, should not be po^pooed 
owing to the absence from indugiosiuon of 
Mr, Western, and the committee sliould 
take ^p at prepnt the consideration of 
the report concerting wool, frhich' had 
bami nferred to the said comnuttee. 

Mr. although unwilling that the 

*uW«»^tiowd be set aside wiudut hfe 
ppportunity or expressing til 
J^hions iqmit, and convinced, 

Ssnts 8tri«9y in order while be wfl» tfljdiig'fi 


CommUtee mihe 

general view of ic, acquiesced in the judg« 
ment of the committee. 

The question of the postponement of 
Mr. Western’s resolution being put and 
carried^ 

Mr. Franhland Lewis rose to state his 
sentiments on the subject of wqpl regu¬ 
lation, which bad been referred tb die 
committee of which he was chairman. In 
the early part of the session, and when the 
agricultural distresses first came under 
the view of the House, he stated his sen¬ 
timents on the impolicy of prohibiting the 
exportation Of wool, and expressed his 
wish that the prohibitory laws should be 
reviewed and repealed. Great anxiety 
was excited among the manufacturers 
and woolstaplers in consequence of some 
disposition manifested by parliament to 
consider the propriety of such a measure. 
The subject was referred to a committee, 
and much information was expected to be 
derived from the inquiries into which it 
might enter. The manner in which that 
committee had thought fit to discharge 
the duty imposed upon it by the House, 
he had on another occasion explained: 
and although the information which had 
been acquired was not sufficient in itself, 
*or of such a Kind as to induce* him to 
change his opinion on the impolicy of the 
restrictions of which he oryjinally com¬ 
plained, yg( it was such as tc induce him 
materially to altej^his first resolution. He 
would therefore how move, that the ex¬ 
port of wool should not be absolutely pro- 
hibited/sMTshouI^ be laid under certain 
Regulations for the protection of the ma¬ 
nufacturer. Nothing was more impolitic 
than the existing restrictions on tne ex¬ 
port of wool, and nothing could be more 
unreasonable or ungrounded than tjkt) ar¬ 
guments on which they were justified. 
One prejudice that existed on the subject 
was, that a prohibition of expor^g that 
article was necessary to secure the in¬ 
terests of t^e manufacturer; and another, 
that an uftre8tricted» export^would not be¬ 
nefit the .condition of the agriculturists. 
In proof on^is latt^position, the cmn- 
•mitfee were |UMiGa to the state of 9ie 
wool-trade fflTTR^ last twenty years, and 
were told that it bod not fallen in pricey 
but remained steady, amid the fluctuations 
in the value of othet kinds of ggricuituval 
produce. Such a fact did not warrant 
the coocltaion that <was drawn firom it. 
Wod had acto^y fiillsn iir mnsequence 
0^ il^ aroMfaition, at least waa pre* 

’ ventnl urom retaktlag tigit tglative fme, 

* ‘| Js 
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as compare4 with otlier-articles of agri- 
cultural produce, which it anciently pos- I 
eessed. Corn and cattle had risen in price 
during the last three centuries in a much 
greater proportion than wool; and this 
difference of ratio could be attribht^ to 
nothing but the severe restrictive laws 
undor wliich it was placed. In the year 
1339 the price of a tod of wool was at 30 
shillings, while the quarter of wheat brought 
no more than four shillings. Let any one 
compare this scale of prices with that 
which existed at present, and he would 
see the great disparity, between them. 

It was not till the year 1660 that the laws 
which regulated the tradd of wool attain¬ 
ed all their height of prohibitory severity; 
and in 1677 we might find their bad con¬ 
sequences, in a pamphlet, intituled “ Rea¬ 
sons against prohibiting the export of 
wool,” stated and complained of. *From 
this work the price of wool, as it stood, 
might be obtained, and it appeared that it 
then brought 5d. a pound. The restric¬ 
tions still continuing in the year 1780, it 
would be found that no improvement had 
taken place, the price being then only 
fourpence or fivepence. This stationary 
price of wool, during a period when every 
thing h^d risen in moneyvalue, could be 
attributed to nothing but the restrictipns 
which were iniposed upon its export. The 
same condition might be supported by 
a fact mentioned in a pamphlet published 
in 1739. This pamp^et stated, that 
while English wool'sold for sixpence in 
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far we shauld injure the trade, and diminish 
the resources of the country. This alarm 
appeared to him to be perfectly unfounded 
and chimerical. The maid prop of our 
manufactures was the monopoly of the 
home market, and of this the woollen ma¬ 
nufacturer would not be deprived by re¬ 
pealing the prohibitory statutes on the 
export of wool. »Let it be considered 
what a small proportion, of v^oollens we 
exported to foreign countries, compared 
with that which we consumed at home, 
and any fear of ruin to the manufacturer 
must appearmxtravagant. TbI home va¬ 
lue of woollen cloth in lsl4 was between 
26 and 28 'millions, and of this quantity 
'!re did not export more than to the 
amount of 4 millions, including the supply 
of .Ireland and our colWes. He're, then, 
the home market, whijm the manufacturer 
would exclusively enjfi^was to the foreign 
as 23 to 5: and when the monopoly of 
Ireland and our colonies was likewise taken 
into the account, the dependence i^on 
foreigners would appear still farther dimi¬ 
nished. In former periods, when the re¬ 
strictions on the export of wool did not 
exist, or were-not so severe as they now 
were, the proportion of the manufacture* 
sold in foreign markets were greater than 
at present. At the end o£ the sixteenth 
centuiy, when^pnly the value of 8 millions 
was manufactured, 2 millions was exported. 
In the year \^<6 the export of wool and 
woollens anqnunted in value to 767,000/. 
nearly the hmf of what was exported three 
centuries afterwards. I^fact, alarm 


that while he was in that country English 
wool was to be sold there for fourteen- 
peiMWji pound, which here brought only 
nine-pence. At«the end of the American 
war the samef[uantily which brought cnly 
Si. in England was equivalent in value tp 
20^. at Amsterdam. It could not but be 
inferred, then, that a removal %f the prO' 
hibition on exporting wool would increase 
its price, and if this conclusion fvere unde- 
nisble, it must appe^ equall 3 ofrue, that in 
Stufar a change of the would as-*] 

alsi agriculture. Whaf* than, weS-e the 
objections to a measure that would be at- 
^ded with such ..a beneficial (result f 
Tnese objections weye various, and he 
would proceed to jdiscuss some of them. 

It was said tlkit a .free export pf wool 
wauld ruin the manu&ctmrer, and that as 
woollens ooQsthute^ne of tite staple arti 


England, in France it sold fo^-'t^gipence. 

Any one conversant with the work of Mr.|J of ruin to our manufactures from a repeal 
Arthur Young on France, would know^of the wool laws would appear chimerical. 


When we considered that no^monopoly of 
the raw material, and no pec'cliarfaqilities 
of procuring it, much affected the succera 
qf the manufacturer. Our qjlk-tnanufac- 
|*ture iflourished, and yet the raw roateriid 
paid duties that yielded 777,000/. to tha 
revenue of the country. No manufacture 
had succeeded so astonishingly as^ that Of 
cotton, and yet tho raw material*employed 
was bl'ought from a foreign country, smd 
paid upon its importation, duties vniich 
amounted^o 600,000/. per annum. This 
manufacture not only kbouved under this 
disadvantage, but was opposed at its esta¬ 
blishment by the jealousils and rivalshi^ 
of the woollen trade, yet in 1814 the ex- 

f iort of cotton cloth alone amranted in va- 
ue to 18 millons. Seeing, then, that our 
^-manufaettuha flourished, niit only 
wHhoqt fiiTOurji but under duties; seeing 


dea ottctoaati^lti^xiug industry, in'fo tbi^ the cat^n«fii8uaafiict.aret did the same 
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•eciog (IiM a monopoly of the hpme mar-1 already lost ground in woot^ens. The 
fcetwouldbeenjoyed—what would ruin the ' neatest part of our exports went to the 
woollen manufacturer, though the raw IJnited States and to Portugal. Spain 
material whidi he employed were allowed and France went for nothing. Germany 
to hud its level without regulation or res- ^ still was our customer to a considerable 
l^ctkm i —Another objection to open the ; extent; but Russia was entirely shut 
wool trade was, that if our wool were al- against us, and Sweden and Denmark con- 
lowed to be exported to foregin countries, sumed but little. We hadnot,their,airono-' 
where the price of labour was so much poly of the woollen trade: and if we had 
lower than here, it might be manufactured not, it was surely impolitic to continue re- 
riiereso cheaply as to exclude the products straints, under the idea of .guarding it, by 
of our industry from the markets to which the abolition of whicli our agricultural in- 
they were usually cari-ied. To this an terests would be promoted. The legisla- 
answer could easily be founds The,piieap- ture vras bound to act in the spirit of even¬ 
ness of labour 'alone did not encourage handed justice between party and party, 
manufactures, as might be seen in Spain Before it was induced to continue the law 
and in Ireland, where labour was cheaper as it now stood, the manufacturers should 
chan in this county, and where there ex- be called upon to show tliatjthey found’for 
isted neverthelesSi^ttle manuiacturing ^in- the agriculturists a market for wool in its 
dustry. This com.try was the first manu- manufactured state equal to that of which 
facturing state iiv'Uie world, not because the latter ivere deprived,for their raw ma- 
labour was cheaper here than elsewhere, terial. The House would be told of the 
but because our persons and properties danger of our woollens being undersold in 
were secure—because we had a good go* the American market, but he entreated 
veriiment—because we possessed some pe- them to observe how small a portion the 
culiar natural advantages—because we had meport of woollen goods to America con¬ 
ceals in abundance—because we had ma- stituted of our whole manufactured pro- 
chinery and mechanical ingenuity—be- duce. Our hold over the American mar- 
. cause, from our situation, were not ket depended on other circumstances, and 
liable to the devastations of war which in- arose from diffenent causes. TheeAmeri- 
terrupt the progress of all improvement can^ traded generally on very long credit, 
in countries exposed to its fury—and, which we were peculiarly enabled to'givc, 
above all, bucause we had h vast accumu- from our superior and accumulated capital, 
lation of capital, in which\no other people With regafd to the general ten4cncy and 
could compete with iu, and which would progress of this M anch of dur manufactures 
not seek employment uncl^r laws that lits opinion was, that^ notwithstanding all 

Y ielded moic uncertain protection.— the fo8{p(iH>g care of the legislature, it was 
'he next objection to an open trade in already upon the decline, and was likely 
wool which he had heard was, that tber^ to continue. That the manufacturing 
waa son^thing peculiar in the qualitywof classes might fidl into lamentable errors in 
English wool that the same article in judging of their own real interests had 
BO other country possessed, and that, been pretty well shown in the opppg^tion 
while wn retained our monopoly of it, made by those engaged in tlie wooli^ ma- 
we should ’likewise have a monopoly of nufacture against the introduction of ca- 
woollen trade of the world. Here licoes. It was an important truttb which 
the bon. gentleman read two extracts from bould not be too often impressed, that, 
di&rent pamphlets, which >stated that fo- whether between individuals or nations, 
reignere coifio not manufacture good cloth the interests of ope could be promoted 
wi&out a mbeture of English wool, and without advantage to those of the other, 
that the possession of this peculiar kind ot The pros^rity of o^/:la$s of men, u of 
il gave us something the monopoly,. ona countr Anettfly^iled to communicate 
that the Dutch eqjoyed of the%pice trade, itself to the/eiwof the world, and to add 
hon. gentleman ridiculed this opinion, to the wealth and resources of all.— To re- 
^tlfas it respected long combing-wool, cur to {he main point of his argument, he 
it was called, *and short (rool. By begged to remind them, should America 
erithhodding this species of wool from fo- follow the ^ample'of most of-the nations 
i^^lgiiers,, iihii could not compel,-them to of Burppe in at length eacludii^; our ma- 
tlto but we might tea^ tnifhctuced woollens, bdw imperuHisIy pe- 

tbpifll widiout bodi the raw material cenary it would th^ beemoe to allofr a 
am, m laMMifitctured article. We Itad* ezpmrt to the ra|f material* In ihe 
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report of the committee on this sub- ing the foreign manufacturer into close 
it appeared by the evidence competition with ^ourselves as by Sllowing 
of a very large woollen manufacturer him the use of this article. , 

Yorkshire, Mr. Pym Levins, that he made Mr. C. Brooke alluded tor the assertion 
dotbs for the American market only, in made by the hon. mover of the resolution, 
the manufacture of which he used itothing that the pricQ of wool bore no proportion 
but foreign irool. Thus the agriculturist to that of all other articles, which asscr- 
was pre^d by a monopoly on each side; tion he had attempted to prove by a com- 
he could buy only of the homo manufac- parison of modem prices with' what waa 
turer, whocouldmakeuseof an article of fo- the price of the tod in the reign of Ed- 
reign growth and he could«ell his owm pro-. ward 3rd. This argument, however, the 
duce only to the same manufacturer. With hon. member proved to be unfounded, as 
these views on the subject, he could not but the weight of tli^ tod in the reigr. of 
consider the law as founded»on a dark and !(^dward 3rd ^ifl'ered cxtremeIy«fi'om what 
uneven policy; and that it had become it was in that period at Vhich the com- 
highly expedient to allow the exportation parison had been made. He made a ststo- 
of wool under certain regulations, until it ipent of what were the prices from 1?81 
should arrive at a fixed price in the home to 1315, to show the progressive and 
market. One great branch of the present rapji^ rise in n'ool. F.vm 1781 to l785, 
argument he had purposely abstained from, wool was sold at 6|d. |er lb.; from 1785 
because it appear^ to him to demand a to 1795, it was 10|d. ;>%om 1795 to 1806* 
discussion on its own separate merits—he it was 15§d.; and fronflSOS to 1815, it 
meant the application ot bis principles to was 18d. What other article could show 
the state of Ireland. He should only say so great and rapid an increase of price i 
therefore at present, that if his doctrine In fact, English wool was at pre^nt 
was just in its relation to the circumstances higher than ever. There never was m 
of this country, it was still more necessary period at which the growe'Vs of wool could 
to those of Ireland [Hear, hear!]. He come forward with less ground to ask 
should conclude by moving the following relief than jit the present moment. In , 
resolutieffi: <* That it is expedient to per- , this feeling he should oppose the resolu- ’ 
mit the exportation of wool from all parts tion altogether. 

of the united kingdom, under such regu- Lord Milt on ^id, that Vrom tlie besfi 
lations as ma;^ aflord protection to the ma- consideration could give diis subject, 
nufacturer/’ * so far was he thinking that there waa 

Lord LasceUet Uiought the speedh of any danger to ne apprehended frpm the 
the hon. gentleman contained a goi^deal adoption of tfle proposition contained in 
of information, but that it was chi^j^ de- the resolution before the ^ouse,^that he 
rived from books written under different thought, with the qualification by which 
circumstances of the country, and inap-'^ was accompanied, no course could be 
plicable to its present situption. It ap- taisen more likely to produce permanent 
peared to him to be a curious argument, advantage to the wool trader ifis noUe 
thatbecause the woollen manufacture was colleague, with whom he was sorry te 
on tiie decline, n^easures should be taken differ on this occasion, bad asked, with 
to allow the export, coupled with duties wfiat grace the export of wefol could b« 
on the importation of wool.* He was not dentanded at a period when its price ams 
disposed Fo favour the manufacturing above* so great? It was also asked, would yatc. 
other classes; but when he reffected that destroy’ the woollea manufacture of tiha 
thb was the i staple manufacture of the cmintry ? He was 4he last maa tlp^ wxndd 
country, and considered also ^ow una- wisb^ to put to liazard this imporUmti 
vailing had been all,,4he recommendations branch of the industry of the ^outBtryj; 
of the-committee app^kTtqd to inquire into .nevertheless, he did not believe', if thd. 
the best means of regulating the*corn exportatioi#of wool was permitted..under 
market, he was convinced that there was the arrangements proposed, ^ that any 
good reason Tor •inducing the House to dangerwhatever would arise to our maou' 
avdfd all interlerenoewim such.subjects, faotures. France, notwittetanding she 
The h(Hi. gentleman did Dpt appear always permitted' the exportation of her fine 
to bear in mind that the quamuy* wool woids, waf, nevertheless, able A» undersell 
»q^ in this country jaust depend W the the English manefocturer. The aowmo- 
demand for dbeepi? Ad>le lerd pud, ladon of capital the security of p^ 

ad¥Mt^ which 

(voL.:wa;m) . • (se) • 
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country enjoyed in a manufacturing point 
of view.* The prosperity of the woollen 
trade was not at all owing to any idle 
commercial r^ulations. lie had imped 
that the system of coninjcrcial restriction 
was exploded ; and he was persuaded that 
it the nations of Europe would unite to 
do away with those laws by which tom- 
uicrce w'as fettered, the general wealth 
would be r/iuch increased. He was satis¬ 
fied that b^' allowing the exportation of 
wool, the price would be diminished to 
the home manufacturers instead of being j not conbcious of "having neglected the 
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that part of the«country hat^ got a pro¬ 
tection to their rape-seed, there was a 
chance of money being advanced to them 
on their crops, and of their thus being 
enabled to give employment to their la¬ 
bourer.,'. Tie was anxious to know whe- 
tluT ministers meant to act ou the report 
of the committee on rape-seed. ^ o 
Lord replied, that he was 

not even aware that the committee had 
repoited on rupo'-sced, and dicrcfure could 
give uo opinion on the subject, lie was 


increased. This was the princvplu assonteij 
to hy the best Writers on political eco¬ 
nomy, and those who had fead Adam 
Smith’s work, so often quoted and praise(\. 
but so seldom follow'ed, would find there 
rcconnncnded the^ientical propositicyi, of 
the hon. gentleman The pre-icnt re¬ 
strictive laws, whk^ some persons called 
the palladium of British commerce, were 
enacted in barbarous and ignorant times, 
and demanded revision. I’ersuaded as he 
was*that in tire hon. gentleman’s propo¬ 
sition there was nothing that could injure 
the woollen tradt‘, hut that it would ulti¬ 
mately ilo good to trade in general, he 
,must, notwithstanding the oblpcpiy whieh 
it might dr.iw upon him from some quar¬ 
ters, give his cqrdial assent to if. 

Lord *Cadlcrengk rose, not to give an 
opinion on yhe subject, but to suggest to 
the House whether, consi)!^ring the mag¬ 
nitude ef the question and 'the variety of 
interests which it cmbraceo, and consi¬ 
dering that it could not be determined 
during the present session, it would not j 


be expedient to pn-stpone it.s further con 
sideratiop ? Be did not think parliamt»at 
in a conditiofi at prc.sent to proceed upon 
it. He recommended therefore to the 
bon. gentleman to allow of the post¬ 
ponement of his proposition, without pre¬ 
judice to its being t^ken np at a future 
period. On these grounds, and without 
stating any opinion on tlte subject, he 
would irtoyc that the committee be post- 


agricidtural «pu.«tion, and gentlemen must 
recollect that .stiqv> h.id been already ta¬ 
ken on hranches'of it that were not com¬ 
plicated and mixed up with the subject of 
manufactures. But the proceedings of 
the lJoiu-;e had already piodiiced an ex¬ 
pectation that no change would be made 
in th<? wool laws during the present ses¬ 
sion, and this alone was a .sufficient reason 
for not poshing the matter now. llesidcs, 
the prices of wool never were higher, aid 
therefore to state tiio di.'tressc.s of agri¬ 
culture as at all arising iiom them, was 
travelling too far from the point. 

Lord LnsceUcs said, that his only ob¬ 
jection to the propo.sal for postponing the 
|, resolution was Jest an impression should 
go , abroad that the que.siion «onld 
be renewed—an impression that would he 
caiiculated materially to injufe the trade 
and the maVkets. 

Mr. iiiiniig cdhiplaincd that the course 
now j^ursned had no ‘other tendency but 
to keej^ the country in total uncertainty. 
Parliament, it scerilcd, was fo do nothing 
Out discus.? (juc.slions oi thi.s sort from 
day to day, whjlc the mitn.stcrs, instead of 
t.'jking a manly and decided pait, stood 
aloot'frein all rcsponsibilitj' in managing 
the intcinal concerns oi^the country. It 
wap higli time to put an end to these ques¬ 
tions; for, while they were agitated, the 
prices of all kinds of subsistence w ere un¬ 
dergoing pffrpctual fluctuation ; corn was 
up one day, and fell the next; and the 
ilnuse, by.prolonging this kind of mock 
d.scesskm which end in nothing. 


.lord to have toftiied some opinion on sub 
jects so interesting as the present. He 
l)|Bd heard tliat there *weie very unplca- 
sap(t,r«port^n town from the Islf of Ely, 
T;i|^|ik|6w^r classes, yielding to their suft' 
^ »gSi bfiving committed the greatest 


^excuses and violence. If the farmers inn g^ace from the agriculturists, who had 


poned. 

Mr. Brand said, that, considering the ^ . — 

well known distresses of the ^ricultural ,weie only favoijjjin^speculation of every 
interest, ii was thq^duty of persons so high kind. • The be^ way was to set the pre- 
in his majesty’s government as the noble ’ " ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ’ * 


sent (|ucstioi] at once at rest, and let the 
people parry on their operations in peace 
and quiet. He thought that no case Dad 
been made out to justify an interference 
with thp ancient laws on wool. The ar¬ 
guments for a free trade in wool, howe^r 
just in themselves, came with a-very bad 
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placed the tountry in an unnatural and these constantly recurring excesses, and 
artificial state by their corn laws. it was proper to inquire what that remedy 

Mr. Tierney rose, not to say one word v/as. It professed to separi^ie the ordinary 

on the present topic, but to suggest that expenses of the civil list from those which 
some resonable time should be allawc^ for were less immediately connected with the 
enabling him to bring forward his motion, splendour of the Crown, and to throw the 
whigh slDod for to-night, and for which he latter partly on the consolidated fund, and 
was*promised the precedence. He re- partly to leave them to be provided for 
commended that the previous question by votes of that House. Tlie^ums which 
should be movpd. , the bill appropriated to the ordinary civil 

Mr. F. Levels said, it was indifferent to list expenditure amounted in all to 
him whether the farther consideration of 1,083,727^. It was so constructed, that 
his resolution were postpon^cd or ihg ques- this in (uturc was to be what was called 
tion put upon it at once. Mic civil list c.stablishniont; not that the 

The Chancdlor of t%c Exchequer ex- charges wawc (limini'lu'd, hut that the 
pressed his conviction that the country extraordinary exiieiiscs should be thrown 
would applaud the conduct of ministers, %ipon other funds, and upon the votes of 
in rather calmly and patiently attending parliament* Xow ihtisum to bc.provided 
to discussion and deliberation before they lot* by parliament m tliis latter way 
decided, than in coming to tmy hasty de- amounied to 27.7,(‘IW/. This was the 
cision upon a question of such moment. statement of a connijittep, not of that 
Mr. CHi tocii declared, witli all his re- House, Init^one appointed by the noblelord, 
gard for the farnters, the most decided and which committer made an exceeding 
objection to the principle of this nio- of the cxtraorditiarios over the ordinary 
tion. civil list of the sum he had mentioned. 

^Ir. Broolc proposed an amendment. The whole therefore, of4he annual charge 
directly negativing the motion, which for these pnvposc.s would amount to 
amendment, he however, afterwards ivith- ] ,fjf{8,0{)()/., of which iwrliameiit must 
drew. • must make* good 255,000/. This there-* 

Sir ./. Nc-Mfort observed, that the re-* fore, was a most important hill, and it 

port of the agricultural committee upon would well become the Hrtu.se, before they 
this suhject^iud been fourteen days upon assented to it, to consider whether means 
tlie table, tmd yet ministcrsftppearcd to might not he^llon upon to pare down 
be totally unacquainted «v'ith it. tlie excesses^*’ the civil list, before they 

Mr. llobinsundeularcd that he had never resorted totithcr re.sourcc'i. l?pon the 
seen this report. • subject of paring down tli^j civil list he had 

The question was piit, and th<? resolu- nothing else to^ say. lie had repeatedly 
tion was negatived without a divisions directed tlie attention of the House to that 
The House then resumed, the report was'qjost iniportant rneasuTC,*but they had ai- 
brought up, and leave asked for the ways refused to appoint a coiiyniltte. They 
committee to sit again upon this day hoped that, in time, they would liiul the 
seluii^ht. result of this determination .satisiactory ; 

** , Sut, for his part, be knew prrtty well what 

List Bii,i.]. .Mr, Brog^en wmuld happen. If they chose, however, 
having "brought up the report of the bill wilfully to shut theif eyes against all in- 
for the better regulation of the Civil quiry—if they, were determined not to be 
List, informed on the subject—it* did,not be- 

Mr. Tierney rose Fo call the attention come.him to press it any longed'. An es- 
oftlie House to the important*subject of timatc had been laid upon the tableland 
the present bill; ^i^jgh, after havinj' so they were now culled upon tc^ adopt it, 
often spoken upon it, it^ould ill l^ecorae* anu to make provisions accordingly, 
him to occupy much of their time on the The noble lord opposite had statled, 
present occasion. Every gentleman must that the first object of the^ill was, msini- 
b<^aware that applications had bedn made plify the oivil list; but in what manner 
to that House, year after year, for means was this to be doqe ? It was by the ap- 
to cover the dejiciences of tlie civil list, pointment of an entirely new^oniccr, and 
and that various plans had been fallen upon ahis genfleman yas to control every thing, 
to regulate and limit its expenses, but that The departments of the master of the horse, 
all of them had prowd unsuccessful. The ,the lord cbuabcrlain, and lord slewed, 
present bill proieiBed to be a remedy for were to be eubject to bis revision. But 
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Che most extraordinary circumstance was the civil list had been conduct.ed for many 
that this new oiHccr was to have a salary of years past, it was deprived of the power 
1,500/. a year for his trouble, and this at a of encouraging merit, of rewarding genius, 
time when thexountry was calling upon the and of protecting the arts and sciences. 
House to make every possible retrench- The^Crown was the source from which all 
ment. But whac was this gentleman to do? meritorious persons used to receive their 
He was only to do that for which many others reward; but at present it really appeared 
were already paid. It was singular, in- to be nothing but a burtlien on the public 
deed, that the noble lord should wish to and this the noble lord called consulting 
remove from the Crown all odium with re- the honour and, dignity of the Crown, 
gard to the expenditure of the household, This was a branch m the subject that de- 
and.yet think proper to recommend the served the most serious consideration of 
appointmei)t of an officer never heard of the H^use; but he would not occupy their 
before. The whole of this* depai'tment time by enlarging upon it, as he trusted 
was limited to the lord chamberlain, the an hon. gentleman whom he then saw in his 
lord steward, and the master of the horse; place, would more particular direct their at- 
and the House should bear in their mind, tention to it. He was convinced that the 
that three very resectable gentlemen al- expenditure of the civil list could only be 
ready supcrintendlm the duties of tlidse examined by a committee. The aggre- 
offioes. At the hr^d of the lord cham- grate amount was stated in the estimate, 
berlain’s department was Mr. Marsh, at but it was constituted of various charges, 
Ihatof the lord steward’s Mr. Brent, and at and the House should be apprized of all 
that of the master of the horse Mr. Far- the details of the application. He was 
Icern- Now, all these gentlemen, he quite sure that the present mode of ar- 
supposed, were to have sinecures, or rangemeut was not the sort of business 
else the new offioor was to be a sinecurist. that would attract the notice of parlia- 
The noble lord might say—but that would ment, so as to induce them to enter into 
be no answer to him—that the 1,500/. was it as they should do; they were to vote a 
to be paid by the savings of tlfe civil list, sum of money in the nature of a ?’ 0 te of 
If any savings, however triflitig, could be 'credit; and then, in the next year, they 
efiected,c the pablic ought to receive the would have an account how it had been 
benefit. If, was well known, however, expended. He hoped howevi r, that this 
in what manner the noble'^rd and his col- system would not be suffered to continue, 
leagues endeavoured to ^‘jclise econo- and that some gectleman would vote for 
my; tbl/y contrived to saveot one end, an estimate of the civ^ list to be laid upon 
and then expended at the other. The the table within so many days after the 
only fair«.vay o^ providing for the salary commencement of every session, 
of this gentfeman would be to take .500/. ^ He wished then to come to the main 
a year from each<of the three persons wl^ 9 ^ part of the question; namely, to see what 
already cundv^ted the business of this de- could be saveif to the public. The bill 
partment. Ho supposed, however, that recited all the different acts that had been 
the treasury had found themselves unable passed on this subject during the preSbat 
to cope withethese officers; nMiiisters were reign; and tiien went on Vio state, that the 
not able to face them, and had no control ordinary revenues of the civil list had for 
over them. But what benefit would the many years past been found inadequate 
public derive from this new^officcr ? The to defray the charges tliereon, and the de- 
House wpuldjknow nothing of him, except .ficiency had been made good by the ap¬ 
his annu^ Application fof 1,500/. For his plication of the fufids arising from the 
part,J)e objected altogether to this man- droits of tfie Crown, or other extraordi- 
Der of new-modelling the civil list; and nary resources, or special grants of 
the result of his opinion i^s, th^ it would |)arlmment. No^ tnis assumed that there 
be more convenient, for the public service was a iiedcfency in the ordinary revenues 
a liberal ^sum should be appro- of the civil list which parliament had al- 
pristed for the '^civjl list, to ivbich the w|tys acknowledged, and, in consequenoo, 
Ctrotirn, should be bound to confine it- had found it necessary to supply; but his 
s^f, ^mign some very substantial object was, to endeavour to persuade the 

reesod fiPk coming to parliament. *ln for-, blouse te agree with him, that parliament 
merfK/lllds, the Crown had been consi- ought not to be oalled upon to make goctl 
''deied. os jthe fountain of grace and benefi- jany deficiency, until ^ had been shown 
cfloce ; bid;^ firom the maanec m which *tliM ali the x^ouroes ofethe •Crown hed 
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been exlmuited. He flcnied that the 
Crown had any right to come to that 
House until it had availed itself of all its 
own assets; and, considering the past ge¬ 
nerosity of parliament, and, abqye ^all, 
the present distressed situation of the 
country, ihe%hould not have thought that 
any set of ministers would have called 
upon the public to supply the deficiency, 
unless no other resources could be found. 
This bill, however, would leave all the 
droits of the Crown, and other extraordi¬ 
nary revenues, at the di^osal of the 
Crown, and enable it to cafl upon parlia¬ 
ment to make good the "exceeding of the 
civil list. It had-^een argued that the 
Crown had a vested right in these droits; 
but the House should remember, that his 
Majesty had undertaken, early in his 
reign, for 800,000/. per annum to defray all 
the charges of thb civil list. His majesty 
now found that he could do no such thing; 
but before he had a right to call upon us 
for 10/. we were entitled to say, give me 
up the 7/. in your possession: you are 
unable to pay your debts ; but if I am to 
take them upon me, give me up your 
assets [Hear, hear!]. This was a new 
bargainjjfvith the public,^and they ought 
not to be called upon to*make any pay¬ 
ment till the Crown had availed itself of 
all its resour-tes. He Only prayed of tjie 
House to consider what was tl^ real state 
of things*at this moment with respect to 
the droits of the a4miralty. By a trea¬ 
sury minute then upon the table,* they 
would find an order for defraying %he ex¬ 
ceeding of the civil list amounting tc, 
*277,(KK)/. The same paper stated, that a 
Mr. Troutback having died without heirs, 
the king was entitled to his property, and 
SOfSOOk went to the Crown. Now, if 
there had been ‘no debt, and the Crown 
had not applied to parliament to discharge 
it, the Vlouse would never have heard 
one word of Mr. Troutbagk, or his 
80,000/. [Hear, hear!]. This one case, 
however, was enough*to prove that the 
Crown was in the receipt of ^ry consi¬ 
derable sums of many hon. gentle¬ 
men had no idea. I'he Iqrds of the tree-' 
Bory then went on to state, that the resi¬ 
due of the 277,000/. should be made good 
oiAof the droits of the admiralty.* Aftef 
this, 7,000/. remained to be paid. But 
in what manner had this exceeding been 
created ? 20,000/. bad been given to the 
Pfince Regent for ^ew« furniture, and 
50,000/. fSr making^ additional buildiogs 
to the paviUion,* The right hon. the 
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chancellor of the exchequer said,* that of 
the 277,000/. no larger a sum was aarai!* 
able for the purpose than 3Q,000/. Now, 
deduct that from the 50,OW/. and there 
would remain 20,000/. of arrear to be 
made good by somebody. But this was 
not all. It appeared by the accounts of 
the civil list then before the House, that, 
in the quarter ending on the 5(h of April 
last, subsequent to the period when he 
left off with the balance of 20,000/., 
which' there was aio means of paying, 
there was a deficiency of 148,Q00/. Add 
fliis td the 20,000/., and then there re¬ 
mained 168,000/. to be made good by the 
public. Of this great deficiency, 70,000/. 
might have been saved, if ministers had 
not accommodated the Ibrince by .drawing 
on*tbe droits of the adiAralty. 

The House woulc^’^.have no security 
against a repetition of ^uch transactions, 
if they did not by act of parliament take 
the appropriation of those funds into their 
own hands. Ministers would wilfully «Dd 
wantonly throw them away, unless par¬ 
liament interfered, and said at once, we 
will not make good the exceeding «f the 
civil list until all the resources of the 
Crown haXre been exhausted [Hear,* 
hear!]. The statement which he had 
then made did not depend on any infor¬ 
mation of his, nm- was it liabje to be con¬ 
troverted : it \^s all on the table of the 
House. Her#,^ then, was a burthen of 
70,000/. casp upon the public, because 
the droits of the admiral^ had been ap¬ 
plied in a way in which they ouglvt not to 
, have been applied. On this April quarter 
'%^ere was only one otlior observation to 
make and that was, that the ^penditure of 
the civil list had exceeded, to an enocmoiia 
amount, the estimate of the noble lord: 
attd he would then ask, whether any man 
'could doubt that this expenditure would 
go on increasing from time to time t He 
knew the ansjver tliat would be given.. 
Whenever there had been jtn e^^cess in 
the expenses of tfte civil list, if had been 
always called an extraordinary exp|ndi* 
ture; but then the House sbeuld re- 
' member ijiat this exceeding ^ had been 
annual. There was tko mischief of the 
precedent. He did not know wh<^ the 
persons wqre that the qobfe lord had exa¬ 
mined on this estimate, or whether they 
were capable of anbrding information; it 
'^as pctmable, indeed, that ne had not 
given himself' much trouble on tll6 occa- 
^ sitHi. The nevMQgpisitor was empowered 
’ to send foi^ booksi papers, and recotds^ 
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and to, C3(amine persons onoatli; but the expedient that‘the ordinar;^ revenues of 
Commons were not allowed to examine his majesty’s civil list should be made ade- 
any persons. ^ Why was this power vested quate to the ordinary cliarges thereon; 
in this officec ? Why were tlm House of and that several of the charges which 
Commons the only persons to be excluded have Ijcretofore been borne upon the civil 
from inquiry ! Colonel Stephenson, of the list revenues should in future be made a 
board of works, had power to send for charge upon and be defrayed (tut gf the 
persons, and to examine them on oath, but consolidated fund of Great llritain or 
the reprtjjsentatives of the people, the otherwise provided for, there should be 
guardians of the public purse, must not inserted the wqrds, « And whereas it is 
pretend to an equal authority! Why was highly expedient that the exjienditure of 
this power given to the inquisitor, which the civil list should not exceed the reve- 
could not be entrusted to the House of nues of the same, and that the several 
Commons} It was given because'' it w£s remaining charges which have heretofore 
found impossible to go on \%ith the civil been borne on tnc civil list expenditure, 
list, if a power like this was not vested or have been made gt/od by applications 
somewhere. But why the House of Corii- of the droits of the Crown, should in fu- 
tnons were to be the only body excluded, ture be made a charge on the consoli- 
he could not scd7 The whole arguatent dated fund of Great Britain: or that the 
used herg was, t'lat the dignity of the | amoupt of such expenditure not provided 
Crown could not^ bear to have its trans- j for by parliament, if a sum exceeding the 
actions inquired into. Now, however, it • revenue arising from the droits of the 
seemed tliat the dignity of* the (’rown t’rown or other resources, should every 
could bear to have its whole expenditure year be submitted to parliament.” 
inquired into by a person possessing Lord Caslhreagk said, be must cer- 
1,500/. a year,/or being a mere spy on [ tainly lament that the right hon. gentle- 
the kitchen. It was said that Mr. Burke I man was not always consistent on this 
wanted to examine the turnspit; but this | subject. They now found that he was in- 
• new inquisitor was to exaniiftc him and i dined to give _a fixed revenutj, to the 
every body else. The object of the bill, j Crown, which *lie acknowledged had not ' 
howevei, was only to entrap parliament; i bech his opinion on other occasions, and 
they were fjfst called u^on to give their ! certainly no opinion could the more un- 
concurrcuce to it, and ‘,^en with great ' tenable. A state of war, and the pecu- 
gravity they were told tHa., there was an liar situation of/.he continent during the 
estimate upon the table. He certainly last 25 years, had made fluctuations in 
objected to thc^wholc tenour of the bill: ■ the ci ril list of from 200,000/. 10 4-00,000/. 
but if be could not effect the whole of his j The right lion. gen,tlcman was in general 
object, he would bo contented with doingkiufficiently attentive to the public expen- 
what he could. iThe noble lord would diture, but now he seemed to have so 
inembor»that,‘hc (Mr. Tierney) did not j great a distaste even for every thing that 
come, to the Crown, but the Crown came came from the committee, that he ob- 
to him in forma fanjieru, and said, it {jeeted to the appointment of an olSc^t* to - 
could tio loogcr go on without bis assisi- | regulate the cxpenditurO'of the civil list, 
ancc. I.ct the Crown, therefore, show*] !!(! did not .think, however, that the 
him first what resourees it bad of its own, j seasonings of the right hon. goiitleinan 
and then draw on him, anjj he would as- 1 would makg any impression on the House, 
sist it Jibet^lly [Hear, hear!]. He ! when the committee gave it as their deli- 
should say no more, tlbit he might not I berate opinion, tbit a person should be 
weaken what he had said by over much appointed *^10 audit the accounts. The 
cxplainiag. He should in tile first place treasury, they said,^iild not expect the 
move, that after the words in |hc prearn- ‘purposjis of economy to be effected by 
ble, ** And whcredli the ordi^ry revenues any dUier mode. With respect to the 
of tl|p civil listjiave, for many years past, salary, he did hope that arrangements had 
been found inadcjquate to the hifen made, in consequence of the recoei- 

charges thereon, and fhe deficiency has tnendation of the cotomiucc, which would 
been made good by the application of the enable the civil list to pay it witllout any 
funds arising Trom the droits ot thS Crovro., ^additional burthen to the public. lie had 
or othW- extraordinary resources, or by formerly stated, *that' measures had be&i 
speoltf IgT&Qfs of parli^Qjant,”—instead of taken to make retrcii|ghments,*^until the 
t..%i(Words, ** And whereas ^ is highly : whole expenditure of the civH list should 
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be reduced tp a certain amount; and lie 
bad now the satisfaction to inform the 
House, that the Prince llcRcnt had been 
j;raciously pleased to give directions, tliat 
such vacancies as should occur in several 
departments of the household shoifid hot 
be filled up..» There were tbirt)'-two such 
placea in* the lor4:l Chamberlain’s depart¬ 
ment, amounting to between three and 
four thousand pounds 'll year, and several 
in the lord steward's, amolinting to nearly 
;i,000/. a year; so that a reduction of ex¬ 
pense had been ordered, as soon as the 
otiices should fall in. Not less than^ixty 
such oiliccs might be considered as sup¬ 
pressed ill the rcjjial household: and, 
therefore, the principle of'<4iturc eco¬ 
nomy had becn-strictly complied with. 
The right hon. gentleman thought that 
tile estimate was falsified by the April 
quarter; but be,should be able'com¬ 
pletely to satisfy the House, that the 
April quarter was by no means to be 
taken as a criterion of the future expen¬ 
diture of the civil list. Having thus far 
troubled the House on this branch of the 
question, be should now come to the sub¬ 
stance of tl\p right hon. gentleman’s pro¬ 
posal, and submit to the House his views 
of tlic .sfi!)j«'ct. He was ‘Bot quite clear 
that ho had thoroughly comprehended (the 
right hon. go^iitleman; but if he was not 
mistaken, tlie’proposal he had made woufd 
give the Cj owui more power th^n the pre¬ 
sent measure. His propd^al might be re¬ 
duced to two beads; •first, as to withjjjraw- 
ing the disposition of the droits fi^m the 
Crown; and secondly, *as to the mode in 
which that was to be cflected. Now, as 
to tying up the droits, if such a regula¬ 
tion were attempted, it would arrest 
the^ whole progress of the executive. 
Tiie riglu hon. gmitleman had mixed up 
the question of the arrangement of Uie 
civil list with that which regarded the dis¬ 
posal of Aic droits; but parliament coulif 
nut be justified in making any aA’angeraent 
with the Crown incompatible with the due 
regulation of public affairs. )tVficn the 
Crown, at the caQimcncemcnt of this 
reign, made a bargain with the pi^lic* at 
the first arrangement of the civil it 
gave up many sources of revenue, ‘but 
never the droits arising out of the ,prcro|i 
catlVe. If it had done so, what woulJ 
have been its situation in all matters of 
rize-money ? it could not in sucji cases 
granted prizes to the^navy and army 
without OMaing to uarlimnent. In all 
coses of droits^ it ym 'always a question 
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liberality ^with the Crown what ^lortiou 
should go to the captors. Tim' Crown 
had always regulated matters of booty, 
and therefore the House vv^iild see that 
the whole executive must be at a stand 
still, iftlie droits were surrendered up* 
and that they would be taking away that 
fund which w'as the great encouragement 
of naval and military services. It never 
could be the wish of parli^ment’to deprive 
the Crown of this privilege. The House 
would not suppose from his reasoning that 
he.wished to contend, that when it v'aa 
qallcd on to provide for any exceeding in 
the civil list, no account* was first to be 
rendered of *1116 state of the casual revenue 
of the Crown ; he was prepared to admit, 
that on such occasions ministers mus^ be 
rcapiy with an exact ac-uount; but the 
question between the right hon. gentle¬ 
man and himself was* not a question of 
principle, but one of execution. No mi¬ 
nister had ever refused an account of the 
state of those funds; nor did the present 
bill at all go to discharge them of that 
responsibility. If it could bo done with¬ 
out disturbing the executive functions, 
nothing could be better than that the 
Crown .shoujd give up Ihose casual reve- . 
InuDs on the regular supply being made; 
but this was not the pioposi{il, amj there¬ 
fore it was an unanswevable argument for 
him, that if the yfown were called on for 
this revenue, quinquivalent must be given. 
The House w^uld always call for ad ac¬ 
count of the state of the droits before they 
voted any supply for tin? exceetJiDgs of 
the civil list. 'JPhe present bill, therefore, 
javo a much greater contiyl over the re¬ 
value of the Crown than had cveji; before 
been exercised, for it presented two occa¬ 
sions on w'bich the House would inquire 
injo the state of that revenuefirst, when 
the usual inquiry was made by anticipation, 
and next, when they^ame to vote a sup¬ 
ply. Did the right hon. gentleman con¬ 
tend that the vfhole power of parliament 
was confined on t}»t bill, or v^as*ble (lord 
C.), calling on the House for any pletke? 
His majesty’s ministers must alwE\jg^^iae 
I to parliament, and show the state of the 
casual revenue,and what proportion could 
be withdirawn firom it; but that fund was 
not of a nature that the balance could be 
assigned on any particular day. There 
were large sums belonging to foreign 
wers—.40 American, 'Turkkdj, Danish, 
d other clainfants. ^The onlyomode. 
therefore, iu which the right hon. gentle- 
bpian’s object coulcnie attained, vras by uie 
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(dd tiioi|e which had always been adopted, when the present measure jrould bring 
A great deal of prejudice had been un- the revenue in question much more undej: 
jusdy thrown on the administration of the the control of parliament than ever it had 
droits, and thhy had been represented as been. There was not therefore the 
a fund out of which ministers might supply slightest shadow of reason for the amend- 
apy waste or extravagance. He cun* merit 6f the right hon. gentleman, not 
tended for no such right, and admitted even on the principle that iheo droits were 
that ministers were as responsible for these applicable to this kind of expenditure, 
flums as for any other. It was perfectly Mr. Tierney explained, that he did not 
consonant* to our constitution that large suggest the taking tiitogelher the droits of 
aums should from time to time be com* admiralty into (nc hands'of parliament; 
mitted to the disposal pf the Crown; but he had referred to the words which had 
there was nothing in the whole historyrof been used in a former part of the bill, 
the droits to show any abuse—to ,excite *' Whereas the ordinary revenues of the 
the jealousy of parliament, or the re* civil list have for,^ many years past been 
proaches of the right hon.' gentleman, found inadequate to the charges 

The following, however, bad been tiy; thereon, apU the de^biency has been 
application of this fund since tjie accession made good by the appIic<^>tion of the funds 
of his present majesty; (he said nothing arising ftom the droits of the Crown, &c.” 
of what had been distributed in prizes. He had then proposed that by authority 
but spoke only of tlfe residue):—in aid of of parliament, these funds should hereafter 
public services thrire had been expended be made available in the same way as 
2,822,000/.; towards the civil listl ,334,0001.; heretofore — after satisfying all captors 
the^rants to the royal family amounted, and suitoi-s. He must have been out of 
up to 1815, to 192,000/. only, of which his wits, if he had proposed to overturn 
100,000/. were granted during the Gren* the jurisprudence of the country by a dis> 
ville administration. The whole impute* regard of these claims; and if his meaning 
tion rested within these limits. He would was not sufficiently expressed in his 
. contend, therefore', that thcH-e was no amendment, he would alter it. 
ground for reproach; that the disposition Mr. J*oKso»/>y<said, the conseqitonce of 
of this fpnd wa^ necessary to the executive the . bill, unless the amendment were 
. government; and that without it the adopted would be, that parliament would 
whole course of our jum;nrudence would hrive to make good the defic&ncies which 
be paralyzed. As to the^ articular appli- would be itfeurred on the responsibility of 
cation frf the droits in the pr^ent instance, ministers, just as'ihey had done heretorore, 
the reproach which had been levelled The lysble lord had adopted a style of ar- 
against [t was nOt merited, and the sums gumen^. which he was in the habit of 
must have been found somewhere, for the adopting, by alludihg to the opinions of 
palaces were in, such a state as to 'his right bon. friend as to the settlement 
scarcely., habitable. The right hon. gefi* of the civil listen a former occasion : but 
tleman had 'complained of extravagant those opinions bad no reference to the 
aums'spent in furniture: that was also a present question. The noble lord jiad 
mistake; tl^ money was principally laid asked them why they wopid interfere with 
out io fitting up the interior of the pavn-'' the prerogative of the Crown I He would 
lion at Brighton; hig royal highness the answer that notwithstanding what«the no- 
Prince Regent had t^en large sums for file lord had said, he (Mr. P.), was con* 
this purpose out of his priVy purse. He vinced that'a great part of the sums at the 
was tbe'-orl/ sovereigo<tJn Europe living disposal of the Crown had been spent in a 
in a bouse erected by himself; and this reprehen$i|fle manner. It was not con* 
«a8\»Q^i) the whole an economical ar* sjiltent with their di^ that they should 
rangement, that his royal highness should ijalicvepie Crown .of a charge of 255,000/. 
have a houseofhis^wn, rather fhan plunge ayeag^ without*security against the im- 
dte^untry into expense for new palaces, providence of ministers, and keeping in 
’He (lord C.) Ifttd shown, tbereiore, tl^at their own bands the application of these 
there were no grounds for the jealougy of nttraordim^ funds. The noble lord sffid, 
parliament. If parlianientJ^d been celled j be agreed in princaple with tbeamend- 
}<Na4o ,griuilf''new sums, they might haveAnent; if this was the caset die noble lord 
impoMNi pew conditions ;• but at preschTijnigbt alter the amendment to suit his ogn 
it woofal^ebBurd in the jfxtreme to crip* fiyncy, provided Ihis principle wr: granted 
pb tlie cssOtttivokt&g'ti^erpropQged/ •^tl^ptwHaucntah get the cootrol 
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of this tnonity. If this'’amendment was been led'^o consult tli? Journals, ^nd from 
Dot adopted the money would be spent as thence he was enabled to state what was 
the Crown chose; and when that was the expenditure in the 4th and 5th classes 
done, it would be said that tlie money was during the last eight years df the reign of 
gone, and that parliament on that account George 2nd, and the first eight years, of 
could not refuse the annual granf, wiiich i the reign of George 3rd. The House wjis 
was absoluSely necessary for the public '• aware that tlio sum now proposed under 
sen^e, for bills to tradesmen, and for em- tbe 4tb class xvas 234,000/.; but in the 
bassies; these servict^, it M'ould be said, year ending .January 5, 17.53, it was 
must be made good, mid as to the expen- 276,000/., and the average of the eight 
diture of the sovereign, Rowever extrava- years preceding 1760 was 234,000/. Under 
gant, yet as ilie money had been spent, the fourth class, the annual expenditure in 
there was no remedy. It was monstrous the eight years before the accession of bis 
to consider the sums whiclrfiad beerf voted fireseat majesty was 1^0,331?. During 
in aid of the civil list. -lie did not wish the eight first years of the reign of George 
to speak harshly^this w.as a subject 3rd, the average charge under the fourth 
on which to try the honour "bod integrity ylass was 22.5,000/., and under the fifth 
of the House. —^hey shoulcK^iirn their class 106,fj00/. It appeared, therefore, 
consideration to the relief of tlia public, that the sum now proposed was less than 
who wanted relief as much as the Y^rown, had been expended fifty or sixty years 
antT more than lire niinislurs. One mem* ago, although the salaries, annuities, pen- 
ber of the United Empire had been lately sions, and other charges had been much 
declared bankrupt in that House, and augmented: What, then, was the object 
unable to pay a single shilling towards the of the amendment ? It was to disseminate 
public .service. And even in this richer through the country a gross rnisconcep- 
island from one end to the other the pco- tion; for he would ventp^e to assert that 

f ile were groaning under the intolerable no notion was ever more mistaken, than 
oad of taxes. And in this time of dis- that there had been a lavish or unneces- 
tress and misery, was it for tlie Commons sary expenditure in the civil list. The, 
, to com(5 forward to gratify the Crown and* patronage of the Crown In] iilin hstn fli 
the ministry,' to saddle the people •with minished in the same, or in a grtviter pro- 
still greater jiurthens, to defray expenses portion, by thc^bolition of offices, not 
which there,were other legitipiate means amounting in yumber to less than sixty, 
of meeting ? If the House did this, they He maintain^iinhat the bill for the rega- 
would draw down more disgrace upon lation of tb^ civil list was inux^rcutabie, 
their character than any House of Cora- but that the greatest attention had been 
mons in England had ever beeia over- paid to economy, and no'inquiryjiad been 
whelmed with [Hear,’hear!]. made in the Ihiuse that had not been fol- 

Mr. contended, that tbe right Jo»ved by an endeavour f/) reduce the ex- 

hori. mover liad founded all liis argument penditure. Some advantaj^s fo{merIy al- 
on the assumption that we were going to lowed to the younger branches of the 
rfilicvt^tlie ordinary revenue of the Crown royal family had been taken away, and the 
of 255,000/., which it was very well able V>ss was to be made good out 
to bear, and that the casual revenue of the' at present required. The regulations re- 
Crown^hould be taken unSer the contrpl specting foreign ambassadors had no less 
of parliament. But this, from the nature tended to diminish the sum which the 
of the fund, was absolutely impossible, people had bden called upon to pay. He 
The right hon. gentfcman had made out trosted that parlinment woufd 'Xol attempt 
no case at all; for undoubtedly it was to interfere with the vested rights of the 
better to follow tlTStt course of proceeding Crown, and he defied any membe|^1iw|>roTe 
ivbich worked its own wa;^, than a^nr iftnbi* the existence of a lavish expenditure. He 

S 'uous words in an act of parliame^ Un- did not object to inquiry, for he was con- 
ess the right hon.gefitlemdn waspre]lared vinced .that the more the subject was in- 
t^argue that the House had relinquished vestigated, the stronger Would be thd cou- 
its functions of supervision, he wonderqd viction of the country that there was no 
he should propose such a measure. As real ground for cdmplaint. 
to the alleged'waste of the droids, it haS^ Sir ISrancis Burdett said,*Aiat it would 
appeared t^t a very considerable aura had '*be impossible tb follow the hon. gentleman 
been cOIlcHbUted fw>m them to the public through the d etails into which he bad en- 
exi^encies., l^on this sid>jeot be bad* tered respiecttogtUtr* expenditure of tbe 
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<rivil list ;ri the last years of the late reign: 
it was sufficient to remark, that whatever 
the disbursement might be, it contributed 
to the splendoiH* of the Crown, arid to the 
honour of the country: and that the di- 
miciution of that splendour and dignity, 
for the gratification of individual caprices, 
was at least a false principle of economy, 
if indeed any saving were produced by it 
to the people. The hon. gentleman who 
last spoke had, as usual, said much about 
parsimony and efforts at yetrenchment, but 
it was generally found that the result of 
those efforts*was, that the nation had'imoref 
to pay. It was not a little difficult to 
comprehend the assertion, that the civil 
list was not competent to the expenditure; 
and when .parliament was requirivd to make 
good the arrears, iC was necessary first' to 
consider how far the people were compe¬ 
tent to supply the deficiency—how far 
they were able to silpport the burthens al¬ 
ready oppressing them, with the addition 
to be made under the newly invented 
scheme of economical expenditure. It 
was a question of.,much doubt what legal 
right the Crown possessed to these droits, 
since, by Magna Chjirta, it was provided, 
tiiat foreign merchants should *have free 
ing;vsa egress, and that on the break¬ 
ing out ef a war, though they were at- 
• tacked, they (Should enjft_j;;the privilege of 
safety for themselves aiufifheir property. 
How, then, could it be legffl-ibr the sove¬ 
reign to Seize their shipping iij' our ports, 
on an unexpected declaration of war ? 
Was it not holding out a premium to the 
Crown to commit acts of robbery and 
piracy upon the fleets of unoffending na--^ 
tions i Tlic earliest attempt of the kind 
(fortunately unsuccessful) was in the time 
of Charles 2nd, who endeavoured to pos¬ 
sess himself ef the Smyrna fleet, but itt. 
had since become the accustomed practice. 
The sum thus obtained sometimes amounted 
M.to millions, and such an enqrmous unap¬ 
propriated fu^d the Crown ought not'to 
be allowed possess without the control' 
of paj^ment. The civil list act, which 
took all the hereditary revenues of 
the King, on giving an equivalent, did not 
except these dioiti^ and it; was plain, 
from this and o^her circumstancos, that 
the Crown had no,legal rightato them. 
The noble lord liad admitted that the King 

_ _ • _ . L!_“ 


fore, tbff king was bound t*o act, and the 
droits must he subie^|g-Ahe control of 
the iwese 


those who were the 


epresentativek of the 
♦ 
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people. The dUrdtence betwern the noble 
lord and the right hon. mover was this, 
that the latter wished for the interposition 
of the House for the purpose of directing 
in what way this money should be applied, 
while tfic former was anxious to be al¬ 
lowed to spend these immense Suqis in any 
way caprice might dictate, and tlierf mi¬ 
nisters threw tliemsplvcs on what they 
called their rcspc.tsibility. The noble 
lord had asserted‘that no pfoof liad been 
given of any misapplication; that the 
money had been devoted to making provi¬ 
sion fol the younger branches of the royal 
family, and to other laudable purposes. 
Were the Prince Rrg«5.nt, the duke of 
York, or tbe/duke ofTlarciice the younger ■ 
branches: or were llftttf not others— 
younger,4jranclics, their juniors, wiio, for 
political reasons, for some unaccountable 
dislike (for which leasoh, and for their 
merits, they had much risen in the confi¬ 
dence of the nation) were invidiously ex¬ 
cluded from a due share in the benefit ? By 
such moans the princes of the blood, in¬ 
stead of being mighty and independent 
peers of parliament, were subjected to the 
will and pleasure of the minister of the 
day. If the Crown had a right to dispose 
of 200,000/., it had an equal right'^to dis¬ 
tribute the whole four millions among its 
favourites. It was high time, therefore, 
that this subject should be iiut upon its 
proper footing, aqd that the droits of ad¬ 
miralty should be devoted to reimburse 
the losses of our own and foreign mer¬ 
chants 0.1 the brenlgng out of a war, and 
t/) reward those who were emploj'ed in the 
defence of the country, instead of being 
applied to the *paymcnt of all kinds of 
fantastical furniture. No money could 
have been more misapplied tlian thauvlu-b 
was expended on the pavilion at Brighton 
*—it'ought to hgTC contributed to the dig¬ 
nify of the natipn, not merely to the(1uxury 
of the Princ^. The excuse of the noble 
lord, that the furniture was the property 
of the people, was** ridiculous and only 
prt^ved thatit ministers were troubled with 
a fbiv mental misgivings.'* The last speaker 
Rad faltasd of th% suppression of sixty in* 
ferioi^jnaces; but that was not thefit mode 
of evincing a spirit of economy. It was not 
it^he dismissm of persons who held menial 
siluations, who depdhded upon them fot 


held this ttioimv as the trustee of his peo- | their support, nor in the dimbutidn of that 
pleA for thelreuefit of bis people,* there-Jjroyal hospitality which in former times 
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held added lustre jto the throne, that trtSfc 
^onotny consisted, wlyie all kitftff of pai^ 
*ih^extravagancito (paJpy he. meant hnly 



^im iMt mu. 


jLvjAy a*, lait). 


C5U0J 


as to the objgcts, not as to the amount), by 
which the national character was degraded, 
were allowed and encouraged [Hear, 
hear!]. It would require a long habit of 
credence to official assertion, before ihe 
noble lord obtained belief fur his stn(cm4nts 
in any placsg but the House of Coimnons 
{[Haar, ahd a laugh!]. An audience else¬ 
where would be very much inclined to re¬ 
ply merely by laiighiiT^^i the noble lord’s 
face. It was »ot ccuiu^y to put down a 
number of small places, and the next day 
to create a great place instead. As to the 
responsibility of ministers# for noA-obc- 
dience to the existing law, the hun. gen¬ 
tleman who spoke I'^st had fairly avowed, 
that the act foririerly^ssctKbr the regu¬ 
lation of the could\^ be exe¬ 

cuted, and that ministers hatlViot at¬ 
tempted to comply with its pru'isions. 

Was it to be endured that such language 
should be employed to those who had 
passed thc bill, and hud said it was ht that 
it should be executed ? The consequence 
of setting that measure at nought had been, 
that new arrears were incurred; and at a 
time when every private individiud was 
reducing his expenditure iu proportion to 
his diminished income—at a time when 
the lowSr orders were in•£» state of the ut-,| 
most want—parliament was to be toULthut 
the Crown ^as not to be confined in its 
expenditure^ that arrears to any amodnt 
might btt incurred, and that* out of the 
pockets of the distresset?people those ar¬ 
rears must be made* good ! The ^uend- 
ment of the right hon. ujember i^s most 
moderate, and calculalcd to meet the ap¬ 
probation of all men wlio were allowed to 
think for themselves. It.required only, 
that the House should control prospee- 
ti^ly, justead ol’ retrospectively, upon the 
responsiblity of^ministers. Great abuses 
had existed, and the correction of those 
abuses •was the object of tile proposition. 

Mr. y/us/cisson explained,' that he had 
not said that the civil list bill Could not be 
executed. • 

Sir I\ Burdett added, that the word 
employed by the night hon. member was, 
that it was inexecutable ; and if U mean^ 
any thing, it was that thehet coultX^t be 
executed. • 

JVIr. C. Long was very much ajirpri&d 
at the nature of the amendment moved iW 
the right hon. gentleman opposite, tt 
had often beeirhis fortune to nave converyj : 

s^ons with, him on the subject ot the civilTBarcli^, c! 
list, andkwii'tainly they generally differed ‘ ‘ 

vary much 19 th^ ^^ntim^nts wiUi resppet* 


(OW. 

to it; BiU if there was any one principle 
with respect to it on which they agreed, it 
certainly was on the principle of the pre¬ 
sent bill. Indeed, the cnaetuit uis of the 
bill now before the House provided exactly 
for the arrangements which the riglit hon. - 
gentleman wished to be adopted, lie vv'tfs, 
therefore, very much at a loss to know 
from what motive the right hou. gentleman 
opposed the bill, unless it was fPom a spirit 
of opposition so inveterate, that as soon* 
as the right hon. gentleman found those 
sg:ttiments adopted which he himself at 
pne tijne approved, he immediately aban¬ 
doned them, and thought it necessary that 
he should r/Jipose the measures of ministers 
qt all events. Tiie amendment he thought 
had been b^ no means supported by argu¬ 
ment, and was quite unnecessary; as by 
the bill the control of parliament over the 
funds in question wai^ complete. 

Mr. Tierney, iu explanation, observed, 
that he coidd not suffer the question to go 
to a division, without correcting the mis¬ 
conception of the noble lord as to his* ob¬ 
ject in his amendment. The noble lord 
seemed to think that he wished to deprive 
the Crown of all control over those droits. 
He meant.iio such filing. He wished,^ 
that after the rights of thcCjjgj^ttjkJud 
been secured, the droits should go to de- 
fray the expense^ of the thrown in aid of 
the civil list retinue. * 

The lIouscTthen divided, when tlie 
numbers we^: « 

Tor the*Amendment. 116 

‘idO 


Against it 


* V * 


Majority . 111* 

Lht of the Minm-ify^' 


AlicrcromViie, hon. J. 
Althorp, viscount 
Anson, sir Geo. 
Atherley, Arthur 
Aciand, sir T. * 
Astell, Williant 
Baniam, Jos. F. 
Barii^, sir T. • 
Baring, Alex. 
Barnard, vise. 

Birch, Joseph 
Brand, hoBi. T. 
Brougham, 11. 
Browne J Dom. 
f Burdett, sir F. 
Burrell, hon. P. D., 
Boliand, John 

Thomas 

^icraK 


Calvert, Nic. 
Campbell, hou, J. 
Campbell, gen. 
Cavendish, lord G. 
Cavendish, hon. II. 
Cavendish, hon, C. 
Cuuffi<)ld, lum. H. 
Carcw,Rfi^ 
Clialoiicr, liobwt 
Cocks, lion,,,j^. 
Duucannon, vise. 
Pundas, hon. L. 
^undas, Charles 
Elliot, rt. hon. IV, 
JSllison, Cuthbert 
Fane, John 
Fellowqp, W. II. 
FerguSson, sir K, 
Foley, ThoMM 

_ Folkestone, lord 

Calvert/C, rt. bon. 11. 


rt 
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Gordon, Robert 
GtSnfeiypascoe 
Gnlbc, sir W, 

Grant, J. P; 
llammorsiey Hifgh 
HanniitoD, lord A. 
Ilitfner, Irancis 
lioworth, H. 

Knux, 'Inomas 
Lamb, hon. VV, 
Lambton, Jdiin G., 
Lefevre, C. Shaw 
Lemon, sir ^V'. 
Lewis, T. 1'. 

Lloyd, J. M., 
Lyttelton, hon. W..- 
Latourhc, Jlobt., jun. 
Loekhart, .1.1. 

Lon*:, K. G. 

Lradtr, Wm. 
Mackintosh, sir .T. , 
Martin, II. 

Alartin, John 
Milton, viscount 
Monck, sir G. 

Moore, Peter 
Morljind, S. B. 
Moatyii, air T. 
Morpeth, lord 
Morntt, J. B. * 
Mcthiieu, Paul 
Neville, hon. R. 
Newport, sir Jnhn 
NngCIii, 

Newman,*R. Wrft. 
O.sborne, lord,F. 
OssuLsion, lord 
Parnell, sir II. 

Pcirsc, Ifcnry 


Philips, Geoige 
Piggott, sir A. 
Ponsoiiby, rt. hon. G. 
Powlctl, hon. W. 
Prittic, hon. F. A. 
Pym, F. 

Power, Richard 
Ramsden, J. C. 
KancliiTe, lord 
Ridley, sir M. W. 
Romilly, sir Sam. 
Rowley, sir Wm. 
Russell, R. G. 
I&shleigh, Wm. ^ 
Scftoii, earl of 
Sharp, It. * 
Shelley, sjy John 
Smith, George 
Smith, Abel r 

Smith, Jo^^n 
Smith, Wm. 

Smyth, John II. 
t Stanley, lord 
Sebright, sir J. S. 
Tavistock, marquis 
Tieiney, ft. hon. G. 
Towiisliend, lord J. 
Tremayne, J. II. 
Waldcgravc, hon.W. 
Walpole, hoii. G. 
Wharton, .lohn 
‘ William.s,Owca 
Wynn, C. 

Warre, J. A. 

Worlley, J. S. 
Wt^ght, J. Atkins 
id'cLLnas. 
Frcnrai^le, W. 
Macdoi^ld, J. 


KOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, May 27. 

ABOLijfiON, OF Sinecure Offices]^ 
Earl Grosven^ rose, pursuant to notice, 
to moVe for a committee to inquire into 
the state of the public offices with a view 
to ascertain what offices might with safety 
be abolished, regulaljpd, or consolidated 
“with other offices. He had hoped that his 
••motioii would not have beeti opposedjby 
the Priaee»R^gent’s ministers, but he was 
given to understand that, either bydi¬ 
rect ^;^ive, or by moving the previous 
question, ihey were determined to get rid I 
of the motion of rtftreuchnicnt*and cco. ' 
nomy which he wa'now about to ^submit, 
He Ifcd setdoii^ olfered himself to their, 
lort^iip’s attention under feelings of 
greater anxii-ty than lib felt at present. 


Stacies ‘so, oft;e» thrown in ^ way of ctvil 
reform*, be was «ll»«K*T)^ri^lleL|aed with 


the magnitude and importancCrOf the ques¬ 
tion ; and the more he thought upon it, 
the liiore he was convinced that it was a 
proper matter for a committee, and far be¬ 
yond the powers of a single individual. 
Many considerations, however, iniiuenced 
him to bring the subject uiidentlieir lord¬ 
ships notice. Whether he considered the 
stale of our finariceSj.or the distresses of 
the country, he cpis'Kl not but think it of 
the highest importance iri this way to 
bring the subject of retrenchment and 
economy muter their lordships considera¬ 
tion, especially as he felt no great conti- 
dcnce in the sincerity of the ministers, 
when in the speech fp»m,the throne they 
recommeiidyct eco'npmy. He seldom 
troubled ji.eir lordships-i for some years 
past he |<ad hardly ever addressed them, 
exception this subject; but now he must 
carry them through a long and dreary 
waste of useless otlices, with dismal pros¬ 
pects, and a pestilential ntiiiosphere. It 
was unnecessary fur him to state generally, 
that economy and retrenchment were 
highly desirable: in that proposition all 
would concur; and if any of their lord- 
sliips ever felt any doubt about it, the pe¬ 
titions which had come up from every part 
tof the country must iiavc convinced them 
that the time, for retrenchment and eco¬ 
nomy was now come. The, situation of 
Ireland, too,, was a strung ad^jitional argu¬ 
ment fur a serious attention to.this very 
desirable object ;** as the plan for consoli¬ 
dating^, the British and Irish exchequers, 
though very proper one in itself, must 
bring a considerable additional expense 
on this country. W'hcn so many were 
emigrating for ^mrposes of economy, and 
the distresses of the country were so great, 
he repeated that tiie time fur setting real.]y 
and seriously about economical reform 
wa^now come. The estimates for main¬ 
taining a very large military cstabljkhment 
had unfortunately been voted, which was 
the first comment of the ministers upon 
their own speech ia favour of economy 
aqd retrentfshment. These estimates, by 
the proper spirit which* the country had 
i3virK:ei^n the subject of the property-tax 
had l^n consulerably diminished; but 
still^they were of enormous amount, and 
pjpved jhe. necessity for inquiry witlj^ a 
yfcw to retrenchm^pt. A time of peace 
was the proper period for such an inquiry. 


When fie c§Bsidered the various dhtails bad ojways been contended, in opposi- 
and di^ulties of the subject, and the ob-'*'tion to motions qf this kind before, that»a 
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time of war was an impropei*^riod fov 
{’discussions about reform,^ < 
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however, waa at end. We were now in a 
state of profound peace—in a state in 
which peace might, with tolerable pru¬ 
dence, be made to continue for some 
length of time. Whether France could 
long continue at peace must dep'encT on 
the prudence of its rulers. He had always 
, ^ consiQcrcd the restoration of tlie Bourbons 
^/as the best means fqr consolidating the 
peace of Europe; bu^^)e had expected 
this from tlieiF restoration under a free 
constitution, and not from the re-establish¬ 
ment of the Bourbon family in their farmer 
unlimited power. He was father disposed 
to think that the king bf France himself 
was convinced, tj^at i*\^order_^to give sta¬ 
bility to his throne, U^^as Tie^ssary that 
France should haw a free c^titution; 
but he knew that there were persoi^s about 
him who were of a different opinion ; and 
if that opinion wete acted upon, the con¬ 
sequence would be a reaction, and further 
wars. He was not jealous of the liberty 
of any nation. He wished that, under 
the blessing of God, all nations might en¬ 
joy a free and happy constitution like that 
of this country, and he hoped that in time 
all Europe would have that advantage, 
but if the king of France should listen to 
• the pernicious counsels of some persons 
near the throne, and refuse to adherb to 
his oaths, and if he were to act upon tl^at 
unhappy sys^m which prevail^ in Spain, 
then, indeed, he should :^el strong doubts 
as to the stability of Bourbon authority, 
and the continuance of peace in I'tiance. 
But, at all events, whatpvcr sliouhMiappen 
on the continent, peace might with com¬ 
mon prudence be for a considerable time 
preserved for this country,* and therefore 
this was a most proper time for discussions 
^ oi^he,jiubject of economical reform. He 
had now been fb* some years advocating 
the cause of retrenchment qnd economfcal 
reform.* He had no share in the merits of 
the administration of 1806; l^t he could 
not help feeling great obligations to that 
administration for thc^r attention to this 
subject, and for the appointmetA of the fi¬ 
nance committee.* He had often been 
taunted in that House witji the ()i^esfion‘ 
—What had that committee^ done ? \^i8 
answer was, that it had aftbr’ded rouclTva- 
luqh^e information; and if it had nrot do^ 
more, it was not the fault of the commit! 
tee. It would have done a great deal 
their lordships fiad permitted it. . Every 
proposition made by that* committee, had 
been strl^led by ^heir lordships in its 
birth* Bilu Jiad«been brought into the 


House of Commons, and passed fheteinr 
had come up to their lordships, and had 
been rejected. ?<.'he reversion bill had 
passed the Common!, but dieir lordships 
had rejected it. The sinecure bill had been 
there passed by a very great majority, hurt 
here it had not been allowed even to go 
to a committee. They could not begin 
the business of reform better th^n by con¬ 
sidering themselves as in the situation of a 
person who had so reduced his fortune by 
bis extravagance that he could hardly pay 
the interest of his debt. Suppose a per¬ 
son ei^aged for twenty-five or twenty-six 
years in a pbancery suit, and coming out 
of it triumphant, but totally ruined—sup- 
[sose he bad his steward, his chamberlain, 
and a variety of other useless servants-, his 
placP would be to disnfiss them, and to 
retrench. The nation was in this respect 
like an individual, an(^ ought to follow the 
same method. As to tiKe sincerity of the 
ministers in’their recommendation of eco¬ 
nomy, their attempt to keep up a war«re- 
venue in time of peace was a pretty good 
specimen of it. Happily*the spirit of the 
nation had in some degree checked that 
attempt. But it now appeared that there 
was a great'surplus revenue of upw ards of 
two millions—a circumstaniM Uhl.StniBIt' 
been kept out of view when the property- 
tax was under di^^ssion. That tax, how¬ 
ever, had fortUKrately been rejected by a 
decisive majority. He had drawn up a 
list of sinccuae and other places wAich ap¬ 
peared to be proper subjqpts of abolition, 
regulation, or consolidation with ifther of¬ 
fices ; and that* list he would refer to the 
apmmlttee, if their lordships should think 
proper to appoint one, that the cixnmittcc 
might judge of it. The noble earl then 
read from his list the names of a variety 
oi offices—the justices in cyra, auditor of 
’the exchequer, clerk of the pells, paymas¬ 
ter of marines and others; and then ad¬ 
verted to some^inecure places in the home 
andXwar or colonial departyient§|^ which 
were fiot only lihnecessary, bbt illegal. 
These ofiices had been created^ 
heads of the departments—for iei^ice, 
the office sof legal adviser, held by Mr. 
Stephen; whereas noAiew offices could 
legmly be created, excqit^by act of or¬ 
nament. He had no dpubt out the com¬ 
mittee would discoyer a variety of useless 
offices which had escaped hi| attention, 
^nd a gt%at saving might accrue to the 
public from the result of its investigations. 
It had beeii cifbtepfj^dthat these sinecare 
places were useful, inSSnuch as they af« 
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ration that tlljere existed a jealousy of them following effect:—Mr. Speapr; although 
in that House. The highest salary paid it is not my intention to make any other 
to them was 1,090^. for the performance motion than merely that this petition should 
of sometimes very arduous duties. Upon lie on the table, yet as the subject of it is 
the whole, he considered that the bon. immediately connected, witl^ the motion 
gentleman had made out no case for the which is, about to be made by my right 
mterferenee of parliament, although it was hon friend near me (Mr. Grattan), and 
certainijl competent to him to move for as the interests of the petitioners are, as 1 
the production of the accounts. think, comprehended in my right hon. 

Mr. Barham said, that no character friend’s intended proposition, 1 should not 
could be‘%)iv^dered as blasted when an in* feel that 1 had faithfully dis&harged the 
quiry was proposed, ^o man had a trust reposed in me by the petitioners, if 
higher opinion than himself of the merits I were not onc^ more to call the attention 
of the corporation, and, be certainly of the Hou$e to their circumstances and 
thought the brethren deserving of praise. Situation. The petition. Sir, which 1 am 
Yet he rather’wished to have had an ex* about to ha^e the honour of presenting, is 
plaoation founded on the authority of (rora that numerous and most respectable 
a committee, than on that of the last class of his majesty’s subjects, the Roman 
speaker For him he felt the highest pos- Catholics of Ureat Britain: among whom 
sible esteem, but he would prefer the se* are'To be found the names of some of the 
curity afforded b^ the authority of a com* nvost ancient landed proprietors in this is- 
mittec. land—the names of some of the most ilius- 

Mr. IF. could see no reason for trious of our families—of families signalized 
refusing a committee, when it was stated by their memorable achievements in the 
by his hon. friend that the gross sum paid most splendid periods of our military-jiis- 
by the shipping of the cquntry to the Tri* tory, as well as of those who have been 
nity*bousc, amounted to 174<,000^. He distinguished by their spirited and perse* 
thought it was right that the House should vering assertion of the rights and liberties 
examine, whether a greater burthen was of their countrymen—the names of per- 
not lr(d on the shippins of the country sons residing on the estates which nave 
than was necessary for Ahe purposes to devolved to them through a long socces* 
which the produce of the impost Mid sion of virtuous progenitors, and who dis* 
to be appropriated. ^ . ' pense around them that beneficent-n^dch 

Mr. Curwen said, that a number of kt- becomes the <}escendants of such ances- 
ters sent’to the Trinity board, by persons tors—the names also of many of your 
who had a right to.ask for relief, had, to most valuable manufacturers, who have 
bis knowledge, remained unanswered for largely contributed by their skill and in* 
years. He thought, therefore, that some dustry to the wealth and prosperity, and 
examination should take place, in order by contributing to the wealth and prospe- 
that the individuals who, preferred such rity, have contributed to the power and r» 
claims might have a reason assigned them sources of the statef That this js a true de¬ 
fer their prayers not being attended to, scription of the character and cdodition of 
while those of other persons were success* the petitioners, the signatures to the jpe- 
ful. I tition sufficiently testify. ,^For proof of 

Mr^Birch disclaimed any idea of ifijur** the uniform loyalty of the'ir .demeanour, 
ing the characters of the gentlemen at the and of the patience which they have e^- 
bead of the Trinity*house. , He was ac* hibited under the pressure of. the most 
tuated by the purest motives in bringing galling gridfances, I api^l to the obser* 
the question under the consideration of vation of every one wh^listens to me 
parliament. In consequence of the repre- [Hear, hear!}. There is no class pf tlic 
sentation which bad been made to hiqa by community which has evinced a stfongei 
some hon. friends near him, he would, attachmei^t to the monarchy, and to the 
with the permission of the House, with* hereditary succession—no class which bae 
.draw his motion. evinced a stronger attachment 4.0 the law: 

, The motion was accordingly vdthdrawn. and constitution of, the salra. This at 
V « tachment. Sir, been manifested in the 

PsTipoN ou? THE Ro^ak Catholics hour of peril—in the h^nwben our verji 
OF 0‘ijl!Aie%'iBRixAiK^ Mr. WUliam * coasts were mee^ed/with attack. If * 
rose with the jneution of the English foreigner #qre t^Sme to this dountcy. 
Catholics ii|hi|baQ%i| and spoke to tbq, acquainted with made by w 
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during the Ir^st twenty years, but imper* so also the military professior^there is ope 
fectly versed in our code of legislation, the to the Catholic^ to a certain extent, whil 
first reflexion that must occur to him here, if a Catholic wishes to enter th 
would be, that,if any religious distinctions army, he must first cross St. George’ 
were observe^ at aU, the petitioners must be channel, he must obtain a commission o 
tlie objects of preference and fav^mr; and the irish establishment, and then he be 
great would be his astonishment to discover comes entitled to rise to the rank o 
that, on the contrary, they were subjected colonel. What sense is there iit such ai 
to severe restrictions and multiplied dis> anomaly ? And what sense is there in th( 
abilities [Hear, hear !j. Nor can it be a restriction which prevents even an Irisl 
i, pleasing rcilexinh to the petitioners, that Catholic or an English Catlvsilicr <t)btaininj 
the principle of restraint has not remained a commission on the Irish astablishment 
unmodified, as it affected ^he Catholics of from rising above the fank of colonel 
other parts of the empire. When Corsici^ The whole aripy is under the control of i 
formed a portion of his majesty’s tlomi- Protestant parliament and a Protestan 
nions, the profession of the Catholic rcli* monarch. In Ireland, where the army ii 
gion was no obstacle in that island to th^ entirely Catholic, several regiments luai 
enjoyment of equal rights and privileges, be combined at the discretion of the Crown 
In the only Catholic colony which^ we and the officer commanding them bein^ 
now possess—Canada—the profession of only a colonel, may be a Catholic. 
the Catholic religfon impoSes no re> colonel on the staff may also be a Catholic 
striction on the professor. Even in that And yet there arc persons who cuDtinu( 
country, to the petition from which, my to think that if this colonel were advancei 
right hon.'friend will this evening claim a step, if he were made a general, tin 
you« attention, much has been done for whole state and safety of the country 
the Catholic popujation—so much, that would be hazarded. Sir, these are dis' 
although what remains to do is important graceful and dangerous blemishes in out 
for the Catholic to receive, it is not im- constitution. Their only tendency is ma 
portant for you to withhold [Hear, hear!], terially to diminish our national strength 
For instiMce, you have given the Ca- We have now terminated the sever^gtrug 
tholic of Ireland the Elective franchise, gle in which we were so long engaged 
By the English Catholic it is not enjoyed, we^re^at leisure to adjust and regulate oui 
' A Carifolic in Ireland may graduate in the ' domesticsi^terests; and 1 trust wc shal 
university of that country. , A Catholic in revise and erase this code ef weak anc 
England may not graduate Ip the English injurious policy. I bold in my hand i 
universities. A Catholic in^reland may 'petition, the nature of which 1 have de 
become a justice of peace.' From that scribed, from persons whose characters arc 
office an Engfish Catholic is interdicted, as well Irnown as they are irreproachable 
And why is this i Why, 1 ask, are such There lies on your table a petition pre 
men as sir Harry Bng^field, or sir George sented by my rjght bon. friend from the 
Jemingbaaiiv or sir John Throckmorton, great body of Catholics in Irclimd, froir 
or others of the numerous body of re< men eminent for their loyalty, from mer 
spectable English Catholics—men indis-^ of large property and extensive influence, 
putably attac^d to the king and consti* jwho^have couched their application to thh 
tution—to be debarred from filling situa- 'House in tcrms.that cannot fail to giake a 
lions of trust and hotfour; and why is the favourable impression—who Inu'C urged 
country to be debarred from enjoying the their claimi^ with a temper calculated to 
benefit o[theircjejyiijpns? ^V^yisaduke insure their attaippient [Hear, hear!], 
of Norfolk, oren carl of Shrewsbury, or an Sir, I trus^ that parliament will not be 
earl of Surrey, or a lord Clifford, or a lord turned aside from the consideration of the 
Arun&el, or a lord Petre to be disqualified wisl^es of thew petitioners by that irritation 
for holding the office, not of a justice of which has been here and there manifested 
peace merely, but of a lord lieutenant of a on the subject in Ireland—that they will 
county? [iileai^liear!]. Sir, the laws by not be deterred from doing justice by any 
which such mei^are excluded from serving seditious* passages in pamj^lets, or false 
thmr county disgrace to our statute statements in imwspapcrs, or intemp^atc 
book. Agmn,*Sak as in Ireland there are expressions in Beeches made mider the 
many offices wen^the CathdicB of^ innuenie of wanta feelingi^or^ some 
that part of the froJh which in cases, perhaps, by persons Ktuated by a 

England ^ EngKsh^litholic is shot out, .wish to obstruct) for tbev ourn purposes, 
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the attainm&nt of the c^jest for which 
they professed to be BoUcitous [Hear, 
hear!].—This at least I hope will be con* 
sidcred—that in our present position we 
ci^nnot remain. Backward or forward we 
must go. There are but three courses of 
policy \^iich it is possible for any one to 
recommend with respect to this subject. 
The first, which 1 presume no person here 
is dispos^ tP advise, is to retread our 
steps, to re-ci^t the penat laws which we 
have abrogated, to deprive the Irish Ca* 
tholic of his property, of his education, of 
his religion, to grind him*with tli£ full 
weight of tyrarinical povfcr. The second, 
which appears to me quite as iiupracti- 
cablc and visionary, is to stay where we 
are, and to close the question. To close 
the question! Sir, you may as well talk of 
stopping the tides, or resisting the laws of 
gravitation, or interfering with effect in 
any other of the great operations of nature. 
Is it possible tliat any one can imagine that 
when you have raised a man in the rank 
and estimation of society—when you have 
given him property—when you have con¬ 
ferred upon him rights—when you have 
opened to him (to a certain extent at 
least) prospects which he never before 
enjoyca—is it possible tt> imagine that 
tliat man, feeling the spirit of emotion 
which IVovidcncc has wisely im^atned in 
the breast of ^?vcry human beJf^ for the 
benefit of* the commuoity—is it possime 
to imagine that he could be induced 
tamely to relinquish the advantages %hich 
he has obtained? [Hear, bearlje If so 
unnatural an apatliy were to be exhibited, 
it would indicate a most disordered state 
of the human faculties. There is yet to 
be considered a third course of policy to 
go on. The two great objecUons to fur¬ 
ther concessions no longer exist, lire 
one was the temporal power of the Pdpe. 
Of thaf who now entertafns any appre^ 
hension ? *Thc other was the danger of a 
disputed succession. That died with the 
Pretender. And as to*guards, have we 
not guards in abundance i HifVe jve not 
a Protestant crown and a Protestant suc¬ 
cession? Have we not a Protestant House 
of Lords and a Protestant House of Com¬ 
mons, secure from all risk of Catholic 
influence ? Are not tlie great bulwarks of 
dur establishment unassailable i Is not our 
vencr^le church defend^ by a clergy 
powerful |h tbejj talents,j|towerful i* their 
educatiod, po/lrful in ^ose family con¬ 
nexions by which thc;f arc attached to all 
that is respecrablt in the empire i Weigh 
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the remote and contingent danger which 
some persona apprehend fro'yi concession 
to the Catholics, with the, positive and 
immediate danger whic^ mu^lt result from 
rejecting iheir claims—with that ferment 
which win be at work in tlic very heart of 
the country—with that fever which will 
prey upon your very vitals, disturbing and 
destroying all the functions of the state; 
and when you have done thiS, can you 
hesitate or balance between the two 
courses of proceeding? [Hear, hear!] Sir, 
in saying tlib, l*beg leave again to guard 
ihyself'from^eing supposed to imply that 
if the measiire of Catholic emancipation 
were adopted, sudden and complete tran- 
qhillity would be the consequence. But 
this we know—that the refusal of the Ca¬ 
tholic claims, is at present a great source 
of agitation, dt is not,therefore, irrational 
to expect, that if we remove a great part 
of the cause of the existing evil, a great 
pan of that evil will cease to exiin. Much, 
Sir, in human afiairs and in human policy, 
depends on the choice of the moment in 
which any step of consequence is taken. 
We have already lost many precious op- 
'portunities of setting at rest this important 
uestion. We lost the opportunity (which 
shall ever regret) of doing so at the 
Union. Anotlier opportunity now pre¬ 
sents itself. • We have arrived at ihfrtSr- 
mination of a long and arduous contest— 
a contest which 1 have ever considered, 
and which 1 dhall ever consider, to have 
been wise atfd necessary. During its 
continuance great sacrificed have been 
made by every class of the community. 
Sir, it is not iny own opinign only—it has 
been the opinion of* a great rg^ority of 
this, and of former Houses of P^iTament, 
iWhas been the opinion of a great majority 
^f the public, it has been the opinion of the 
^reat body of the ecclesiastical establish¬ 
ment of the countr 3 % that in the late 
severe and protracted contest, a contest 
not for rendlvn, but /g win dependence 
and security, a contest iw lttle preserva¬ 
tion of our establishments generally, and 
particularly for the preservation of those 
ecclesiastical establishments, of which 
no man is a more warm and sincere 
friend than myself, althougjI;i al^escrip- 
tions of persons have .contributed to the 
success of the awfq) struggre, yet tliat no 
persons have made greatm^Sbrls, or have 
shed theis blood <^h pore prodii^llt}^, 
than the Roiffgp C ^ g pc subjects M his 
majesty [Hear, heSirSvSir, the con¬ 
juncture hiss now ary^ when we eight 
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to regard nrim the utmost attention the 
lUate of the iijternal policy of the empire. 
We have peace abroad—we must nave 
peace at home'. What we now give will 
be given as a mat&r of favour—as the re- 
euU of a wise policy—as preceding (if 
you please) from our magnanimity, not as 
. wrung from us by necessity of apprehen¬ 
sion. The petitioners, give me leave to 
repeat it, having shared our burthens, hav¬ 
ing partaken of our danger, having con¬ 
tributed to our glory, are entitled to the 
enjoyment of our constitfttion. They do 
not attempt to dictate to pafliamont the 
course which ought to be pursued. All 
they do is, to request—to supplicate—this 
House to legislate for them; trusting, that 
in according to them- theii wishes, par¬ 
liament will impose no conditions incom¬ 
patible with their religious,, honest, and 
conscientious scruples [Loud cheers from 
all parts of the House]. 

The petition was then read, setting 
forth, 

That the petitioners humbly beg leave 
to r^resent to the House, that, at the 
time of his majesty’s accession to the 
throne, the British Roman Catholics were 
pubject to many penal and^ sanguinary 
laws; that, by the acts of the 18th and 
Slst years of bis present majesty’s reign, 
many-of these* laws have been repealed,, 
but that many aire still in force, and have 
the most distressing operation on the pe¬ 
titioners ; that the petitionigs remain sub-, 
ject to them merely on acedunt of their 
refusal of cestain religious tests, oaths, and 
declarations; that their refusal of these is 
I solely owing to tjieir conscientious adhe¬ 
rence to principles merely of a religious 
naturer^d not conflicting in the slightest 
degree with any moral, civil, or pmitic;pl 
duty; that the netitioners have at different 
times presented petitions to the Housed 
for relief from the i«ws remaining in force 
against them, and tbqr are truly grateful 
for the full and benign disaussions ifhich 
their pbtitiarcli’^^ISn! received; they now 
again approach the House, and, with the 
nio«t perfect reliance on its wkdom and 
humanity, most humbly pray that thct 
House will again take their cd|r into con- 
aideration, and grant them such relief as 
the. Hoffie slffil deem proper for extend- 
h>jg to themVhe ebjoyment, in common 
yriA ly^iC fi^ w-subjdbts, of the blessings 
of the constituAu.” 

O^ered to lie^<|/tbe t4bl& 

RoMAir CA/rof^c Question.} Mr.* 


Roman Catholic Question. [65f? 

Grattan ob^rved, that his right hon. friend 
who had just addressed the House had ar¬ 
gued this question so justly, so wisely, and 
with so much honour to himself and his 
country, that he had really left him (M;?. 
Graftan) very Httle to say on the subject. 
He begged to return his best*'thanks to 
the House for the extreme patience with 
which, on various occasions, they had 
listened to the repetition of opinions 
ou the claims of the CathoJ^€s.^Again he 
had to intreat their can^purf which would 
again be followed by his gratitude. It 
had t^en repeatedly urged in hostility to 
the maims of tlic Catholics, that those 
claims ought tb be advanced with more 
temper, and that a greater attachment 
ought to be exhibited to the existing in¬ 
stitutions of the country. It must be most 
satisfactory to the House to observe, that 
; the Catholics now grounded their hope of 
obtaining their liberties, or their rights, or 
their claims, or by whatever name the 
concessions to them were to be called, on 
evincing a disposition not merely to ac¬ 
quiesce, but heartily to, concur, not in 
form only but in act, in such terms as that 
House might think necessary for the pre¬ 
servation of the Church establishment, and 
of the Protestant succession to the^hrone. 

I T^e known wishes of that House could 
' not,'\9deed, fail to make a due impression 
on thei^’%)inds; and having considered 
tie whole subject, and the absolute neces¬ 
sity of expressing‘their attachment, not to 
the Crown only, Uht to the Protestant 
succes|gon, the Catholics of Ireland had 

f )reseDted a petition, from which he begged 
eave to read some extracts. [The right 
hon. gentleman here read several passages 
of the Catholic petition, the tendency of 
which was to express the anxious wish of 
the Catholics, that the great measure of 
emancipation should take place, under 
such circumstances as might ren^r it sa¬ 
tisfactory and unobjectionable to all classes 
of bis maj^y’s subjects; inasmuch as, in 
their opinion, thcf public benefit to be de¬ 
rived from it would be the union, in the 
bonds *of concord, of the various religious 
persuasions of the empire; and the re¬ 
moval of those jealousies and apprehen¬ 
sions which at present prevented a cordial 
co-opecation fpr the public good. They 
(dso declared it tojlie their duty to states 
that they weie ready to submit add con¬ 
form ,to any filiations not in^mpatible 
with the princt^es of tff(ir r^igion, or 
threatening witli danger its pure and per¬ 
manent exercise; and that frhile they mlly 
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relied oh the* liberality and justice of the to answer such 'question o/ the present 
legislature, not to impose any conditions occasion, lie had, with a scat deal- of 
inconsistent with their religious persua* pains, possessed himself oF^ good iuforma* 
sions, they were convinced that an adjust- tion on the subject. wa^ acquainted^ 
lAent miglit take place conciliatory t» the through q most authentic channel, with 
Protestant .mind, and at the same time the sentiments of the pope on this great 
compatible with the principles of their question, and the pope had expressed 
faith and discipline. This petition was himself, tliat if emancipation was now 
signed by above nine hundred persons, withheld, the fault was not his. The pope 
many of tlmifr of the highest rank [Here had very fairly said—“ Why will the par- 
the clerk, byjhke desire oT Mr. Grattan, liament not legislate for the Catholics ? I- 
read a number of^he names, comprehend- am not indisposed to witHrold my assist-- 
ing a large portion of the Ifish nobility], ance” [Hea^^ hear!]. If, then, he (Mr.- 
The House had desired to have certain Grattan) was asked on the present occa- 
declarations orf the part*o£ the Catholics, sion, where aVe your securities i He would 
And the Catholics had given him a petition s^—« Here are my terms, they are the 
to present to the House, in whicii those terms on which you wished heretofore to 
declarations were explicitly made. The grant emancipation, and if you now refuse 
House had exacted certain terms, and with tliem'you refuse what you so* anxiously 
those terms the Catholics had complied, sought for, asid considerbd as securities'* 
He held in his h&nd a letter, for the au- [Hear,hear!}, tie would ask the House 
thenticity of which he could vouch, di- how many petitions bad been presented 
rected by the pope to be written by car* to them this session against the claims of 
dinal Litta to Dr. Pdynter, touching the the Catholics? He wished to have all or t^iy 
conditions with which the legislature of ofsnch petitions read. None could be read, 
this country wislred to accompany any Nonehad been presented. What, then, was 
concession to the Catholics. The letter the inference ? That the great body of 
aet forth the forms of these oaths, which the Protestants were not inimical to the 
were ijpry little different from those afc claiiife of their Catholic brethren. He. 
• present taken by the CathMics of Ireland, would not go so far* as to say that there 
and though the oath which was were not many Protestantq who stHl op- 

taken by the bishop was. thoug^i4 itself posed CatlioHc emancipation; ^t It 
a sufficient sacurity, yet his holmess did would not be presuming too much in hint 
not hesitate to permit .thoso to whom to suppose, that'wiiere so many petitions 
appertained to make put a list of the can- ^had been presented on a former occasion^ 
didates for a bishoprick, which list xfas to all or most of Which were against emanci- 
be presented to the King’s minislers, in pation conditionally, and ilbne on the 
order that if any one of such candidates present, there did not exist any general 
were disliked or suspected, his name opposition to* it in the mtn^s of the Pro- 
might be expunged from iE. The letter testants. There, tlien, was itn general 
went further and said, that as soon as the prejudice to contend against on tlie part 
British government shall promulgate oi the Protestants, and there was sufficient 
emancipation to ihe Catholics, his holineN jQuthority to show that they ^could legls 
will send a brief to die R,oman CathbUc iate in respect of concessions for the' Ca 
bishop^o^the above effect, and publish tq tholics> The CadioKc bishops had, i 
the universe his grateful sens^f the ge- 1799> agreed to certain resolutions, whic 
nerosityand clemency of the uritish go- declared thatlhe conc es^gM which wei 
Ternment, and finally permit the tnshops then, and have bed!r«i^^ detnande( 
to observe what was before ftated with were not hostile to the discipline of tli 
regard to the oaths and to the mode of church. The pope himself not oid^dt 
elections. Here then (continued Mr. dares tha| suen concessions may I 
Grattan), upon the granting of emancipai- gmntcd, but has actually granted then 
tion, was that power given to the Crown, provided the Catholics b^ eniqjg|<ctpatC' 
which had been so frequently d^anded This then, would be one good effect < 
as its jiondiiion. He* had been often, on the committee foryrhiehf he intended i 
fomicr occasion|, asked wj^at plan did he move—it wmild show towme of the Ci 
bring, in >order.that enmicipation should ifcoUcs, that those, contjm^ons to whic 
be graated? iVtiat plau^uld he propose they objeeted^e re ^qtf’only not f^ain: 
for the securi^ of tnd'Protestant religion, the discipline ot theViiiubc^, but accort 
M by law estaulifted ? In order to be aWe *ant with its practice,?-'^© would not'tafc 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 1 (2 U) 



ida] HOt^SE OF COMMONS, 

up the time ^ the Hbase by mentioning 
It) detaU the f;tievances which at present 
afflicted Itelabd. They might be classed 
voder a yet^el^ beads. She had commer¬ 
cial and financial difflcnlties; bot a great 
deal of her present misfortunes might be 
tMced to religious animosities. The 
jcauses of the other evils of Ireland might 
be removed with perhaps little difficulty. 
,But it would ndt be easy to remove many 
of tlie evils which arose from religious 
distinctions, and the e%ct of the penal 
aode, without a particular ^vestigation. 
To this inquiry he called the Hot&e; by 
It they would reduce those who made re¬ 
ligious differences a pretext for disturb¬ 
ance to a mere banditti, because the re¬ 
moval of that pretext would be the result 
of the inquiry; and having no foreign 
power to aid them in their wish for dis¬ 
turbance, they would die from jejunity. 
If the result of the inquiry which tne 
House might enter into, did not satisfy 
sofie of the Catholics, it should be recol¬ 
lected that the duty of the«House was to 
Serve, not to satisfy them :> and if they 
Succeeded in the former, he trusted they 
would have firmness and spirit sufficient 
.to act upon that conduct w^iich jflstice 
and duty should point'out. Most of the 
evils which at present afflicted Ireland 
Wbre ifbt to be attributed to the systenr 
pursued by one or another chief governor. 
He by no means wished to attribute them 
tO) such cause. The fault lay in the law, 
which obliged the government of Ireland, 
to act with ^marked.partiality to one sect. 
Until this defect in the law was remedied, 
jit #ould be impossible for any chief go- 
Teiuor of Ireland to act impartially. The 
fault, of the misgovernment of Ire¬ 
land, as far as its government was afiected 
by the operaUon of the penal code, rested I 
with parliameat, who had it in their powe^ 
to repeal that code.* Alihost all the evils 
which afflicted Ireland, whether they ori¬ 
ginated in th%£Q|^or not, ^ere fostered 
and fomentOT oy It. ’" The united Irishmen 
Titid not originated in rtdigious animosities, 
bhttheir disturbances hjE^ at length turn- 
into that disordered chann^. Thus it 
;i6(xer would be. There was fedniitbing ra¬ 
dically ^d in^e laws, and as long as it 
not rememed, so long would it con- 
to be the nurse jf eveiy eiidl wbitdi 
***“ »4har Wte, whether originating 
Ifnr ntm A swre on the finger 
♦hi Jfeell' notjfbry dabgerd^i 
R was^yhe i^itne 
Wnall evils 
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thus become the channels tlirough which 
great miseries might flow on the state 
[[Hear,hear!].—The right hon. gentleman 
then contended, that it was essential to 
the Escurity of the empire, that the eyjlh 
which existed in any part of it sliould oe 
traced to their source, in order ttt prevent 
their spreading, or being the cause of 
others as pernicious as themselves. He 
ohsen^ed, that the societies rf tf^iangemen 
which ^caused so much Asaftection be« 
tween Protestant and Catholic in Ireland, 
had arisen from the effects of the penal 
code/ Another evil which arose from it 
was, that the people of Ir^and, he meant 
the Catholic population, were not identi¬ 
fied with the law. The advantage of that 
identification would be to unite all in de¬ 
fence and support of privileges which all 
equally enjoyed; but this adi’antage, 
which was contemplated by the union, 
was lost by the continued existence of par¬ 
tial laws, which, while they obliged the 
Catholic to defend the constitution, gave 
him little or no share in the privileges of 
that constitution. It was in vain, then, 
to expect that while such partiality existed, 
the great body of the Catholics could be 
identified with the laws. So long^as this 
code of laws retnained unrepealed, so long 
ws<^c;>.d there exist in the state a large 
body'V^roen of whom the government 
must iie^sarily be afraid, - and to over¬ 
age whom it would be necessaVy to sup¬ 
port a large standing army [Hear, hear,!]. 
This'was a necessafy consequence of the 
penal <i;ode, and not its least obnoxious 
one, as it tended to draw on a military 
government, it was true the soldiers so 
employed might not be badly disposed, 
but as long as the Soldiers in any country 
exceeded a fair proportion of the popula¬ 
tion, so long was the liberty of the inhabi¬ 
tants held, nof by Hie law, but by the cle- 
jtnency of the army. He had, e^ery res¬ 
pect for t|ie Army, he applauded them 
for their unparalleled victories and for 
their strict disciptine; but still he could 
nevetV, potent that British subjects should 
h^<^their liberties at their pleasure 
[Hear,heat*He did not mean to say 
that the suppdrt of a large standing arniiy 
was the Attention of the continuance of 
the peiml oode^ but such was its effe<^. 
It was neeessa^ that this army dboyald be 
krat up in to kera down' a pros¬ 
cribed people. ^ was a||ro necessary- that 
this army shoul^e paid at avast expense 
td .'^e cotMtiy. )^nd foti #bat wta eli 
thii mOiiary 
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governni«Dt *incurred if • To .keep such 
men as the duke of Norfolk and the earl 
of Fingal out of parliament, lest, if they 
got a seat there, they should seek by trea* 
Enable conspiracies, to overturn tlie^pon* 
stnution [{fear, hear !]. But why should 
these, o« any other Catholic noblemen 
seek to overturn the constitution, when 
they were admitted to a participation of 
its privil^eai Or, if they were so dis¬ 
posed, how c^ld they effect it? Would 
at be by applyinjg to France ? No. To 
Spain ? No. We were in peace and 
amity with those powers. Was it,,then, 
<0 the pope thdy would'agply ? Such an 
idea was ridiculous. The pope had not 
the power, nor if he had, was he disposed 
to exert it. Yet it was for this we were 
obliged to keep up a large standing array, 
to prevent a few noblemen from doing 
that which they* would not d,o if they 
jcould, and could not if they would. Yet 
these were the idle fears for which we 
were called upon to make such sacrifices. 
He begged leave to add, that the empire, 
according to the admission of all parties, 
was at present in a state of great splen¬ 
dour. We bad made great additions to it 
by co^uest, and it required large standing 
armies to keep those ccSiquests. Why, 
then, should we add to the number ofour 
troops, in order to keep a part ^ ^r fel¬ 
low-subjects .as aliens in their i^ve coqp- 
try ? 8 ucb conduct v^as most absurd and 
impolitic, and tended greatly to reduce, 
the strength of the empire. Here,* then, 
was the danger which was to be Incurred 
•—and for what ? For refusing emancipa¬ 
tion on those very terms «n which it had 
be«i opposed some time back. The op¬ 
ponents of emancipation feared some time 
since, that by granting tbat^ measure, 
the 3 r would be granting an influence to a 
foreign power; that fear was now done < 
away, 'by^the terms which lie (Mr. Grat¬ 
tan) proposed. The terms would place 
the Catholic prelates out of tifb danger of 
any foreign influence, tfhd sufficient^ un¬ 
der the power of the Crown, fitr apy seca- 
rity which it could demand. He beraed 
the House to be on their guard agdinstf 
any thing like recrimination on t^e Ca- 
thdics. It would not be polHrc to refer 
back to ancient dates of history to see 
what had been done son fottner occasions 
by them. It would be student to know, 
that in 1782, ^^ had made most .impor¬ 
tant concessions to ifpland, which we 
should not now retract in part, by refusing 
tb« beo^ts of effir lair to thifee-tburtlif of 
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its inhabitants. .It had bebn once said 
that Ireland would not releive the £n> 
glish law when it was presad upon hei*. 
The House should not now act upon a 
contrary principle, and fefuse those bene¬ 
fits to so large a portion of the Irish popu¬ 
lation, who would receive them with joy 
and gratitude. The right hon. gentleman 
then moved “ That this House will, early 
in the next session of parliament, take 
into its most serious consideration tiie 
state of the laws affecting his majes^*s 
Boman Catholi? subjects in Great Bri¬ 
tain and Ireland, with a view to such a 
final and conciliatory adjustment as may 
be conducive to the peace and strength of 
the United Kingdom, to the stability of 
the Protestant establishment, and to the 
general satisfaction and concord of all 
classes of hif majesty’s subjects ” [ Loud 
cries of Hear, hear!]. This resolution, 
he observed, was precisely similar to that 
proposed by a right hon. gentleman not 
now present (Mr. Canning), at a former 
period, and which he adopted as bdlng 
more likely to meet the general sense of 
parliament. Ail he wished was, to put 
the question upon its legs, that the pe¬ 
titioners might not be sent away with a 
refusal. With that view he wished to 
leave the House and the country free to 
.form their own conclusion, at th«^ same 
time suggesting, that if they wislied to 
seek concord, ^eir first object should be 
to repeal th^e laws which at present 
placed the Catholics without the pale of 
the constitution. » 

Sir Henry Parnell havingpresented the 

S tition of the Catholicfi of Ireland to the 
ouse wished to take the'earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of oSering himself to ^Is ..notice. 
{JiThen he first was informed of the intend¬ 
ed motion, which his right hon. friend had 
■just now made, he felt disptfSed to disap¬ 
prove of it, as not being that motion which 
the circumstances of the case required^ 
He thought flie motion ought to have been 
one, ** for the HousaWo'^Ktive itself into 
a committee of the whole House to take 
die petitions of the Catholics into,cs>nsi- 
deradon, with, a view to proceed in case 
it wasearrfbd, to a legislative measure th^ 
sesuon.'* But, upon consulting several 
ibembers on the subject Tabd nso upon 
consulting tlm late plripd of the session 
at which we .had hrrive^ 4 anposred to 
Jiim impi;pctica{>l 9 to at^ a measure 
relief ai^pi^nt ; and thea^ote ||g 
abando^ bit'first cqijuiit^ andwimn^ 
sec(iDd^d..the motion ^ofw right horn 
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friend, as be^^ tbat vrhich was best cal* 
tne a majority in favour of 
^. In respect to the senti- 
^atholic body at large, whose 
petitions he t(ad pt^esented, he felt, view¬ 
ing the political relations of the 'question, 
that thOy would not throw any unfair and 
unreasonable impediment in the way to 
obstruct any course of proceeding, or any 
view of the subject which parliament 
uaight thinJi proper to adopt. As to the 
question of ecclesiastical securities, they 
had already proved their intention to ab¬ 
stain from expressing, by resolutions or 
otherwise, any further opinion, in addition 
to those already hnown, by the line of con¬ 
duct they had pursued concerning tho 
letter of cardinal Litta. i The House 
would not, however, lay down a rule for 
their government, different^ from that 
which was allowed 'to all other members 
of the community, and which admitted 
the free ^discussion and declaration of 
{tublic opinion on all matters of great 
puKlic interest. The petitioners had fur¬ 
ther evinced theip readiness to meet the 
reasonable expectation of the House, by 
endeavouring to remove a supposition, 
that they were hostile to the Jiead of the 
executive government, pnd to the ministers 
of the Crown.' They had presented an 
address.to the {frince regent, and, if mini¬ 
sters had acted in respect to it, with the 
usual court^ey on such occasions, by pub¬ 
lishing it in the Gazette, thc^Iousc would 
have learnt from that document, a most 
accurate, but. most respectful description 
the numerous grievances which still 
I oppressed tlie Cjitholic body. On the 
’ subject of ccclesiasUoal arrangements, the 
hon. mgniber said, he woitld not at present 
make any observations. These would be 
more applicable to a motion, which an 
hon. baronet<'(6ir J, Hippisley) had given>'j 
notice of for next ^'ueraay. He would 
confine himself to the general question of 
the policy of the repeaf of ths praal code; 
and he hop^t^e^ARlNonai'se ivould be fol¬ 
lowed in the debate, si the best calcu¬ 
lated to bring the Hosie to s dear and 
.satisfactory dedsiou. In poniideriog this 
great question, that of t^prflg|i| st«te of 
''Ireland was necessarily mvdved in Jt. 
diis w^i^ had been alr^y in a 
measure developed by 
, awnM**? Tor Ireland/ Bnt thlt rl^t 
frjhiM ilienueman fn all h» speeches on the 
cnmmkt^ one .geisSral error, 
tl^iblit Idi^ipg pat of lighk ^e bearing of 
4^^ tboee diiturbanpef* 
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and those difficulties which hiid baffled all 
the efforts of the Irish government. So 
long as the'right hon. gentleman and file 
House shut their eyes to this great featur.*! 
of the case of Ireland, their opmions an^' 
their measures would continue to be, (jiS 
as they ever had been, one regular succes¬ 
sion of errors and. failures. The right 
lion, gentleman bad stated, that the lead¬ 
ing characteristics of the evili ^jiicli pre¬ 
vailed in Ireland were the {^aneral disobe¬ 
dience tp the laws, andnthc* difficulty of 
administering them. Jt could not be de¬ 
nied f.bat these evils existed. But when 
the right hon. geatleman iind others, in 
another place, attributed them to the 
moral depravity of the people, they en¬ 
deavoured to defend the faults of the go¬ 
vernment by unjustly aspersing the cha¬ 
racter of the people. The cause of these 
evils was not this moral*depravity of the 
people, but the Catholic penal code, as 
would clearly appear on a candid exami¬ 
nation of the question. T'o understand 
the real state of society in Ireland, and to 
account for its several ranks being in a 
situation with so little connexion to each 
other; and without tliose several grada¬ 
tions, which in ail other countries were 
to be found preserving it in its proper .pro- 
poii^ns, it was necessary to look back to 
thos^reatpolitical events wtiicli had most 
distinguiihjd the page of Irish history. 
The derangement in the ran£s of society, 
which at this day existed, was to be ac¬ 
counted for. only bytliat century of con¬ 
quest ^d confiscation, by which all the 
natural proprietors of the soil were dispos¬ 
sessed, and their lands placed in the hsmds 
.of the English followers of James 1st, 
Cromwell, and William the 3rd. Under 
this system, at the time of Uie lievolution, 
the whole of Ireland, wit,h the exception 
of i» very few estates, had been confis¬ 
cated : and tlie necessary result r. as, the 
total separation of feelings and interests 
between the poor Irish occupiers of the 
soil, and tlmir new English masters, who 
bad jieqoms the propnetors. To secure 
thellljjiMsession, those persons who had 
cDOQumr but tbajt ot confiscation, in¬ 
vented the eii^k^ent of keeping the mam 
c€ the pe<i|i|b>m ignorance and poverty, 
^nd in Sti^ ^qf weaknem and submis¬ 
sion, by passmg acts^ of parliament, having 
for their ostens^le object to prevent the 
growth of popery ; which Was a mere pre¬ 
text, their real o^ct heiji;i|p to deprive the 
old .proprietors *&£. polhlcal power>and 

of tter l^einjg^alilq to recover 
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their piopertiei. Uod^r such circum* 
stances, it was not to be wondered at, that 
tliy people hated and opposed the laws, 
j^d that they considered them as their 
titterest enemy. • When, therefore, it was 
t^en into consideration, that theseTlaws 
still exi^dQ, could it be a matter of sur¬ 
prise, that Btrotig prejudices should even 
DOW prevail against them I more particu¬ 
larly as* 4^ie^ame principle of administer¬ 
ing them, the, principle of the Protestant 
ascendency,'mg still in full force and 
vigour. It was to this universal confisca¬ 
tion of all the estates in Ireland, supported 
by the CnthoUt penal oode, administered 
by a small colony of stradgers, that every 
thing that existed, even at this day, to be 
regretted and to be reformed in Ireland, 
was to be traced, and not to any inherent 
depravity in the people, or to any aversion 
on their part, to become peaceable citizens 
under a liberal and protecting system of 
government. While the people in the 
early part of the last century continued, 
in consequence of the active operation of 
the penal code, in a state of ignorance, 
poverty and subjection, the system of the 
Protestant-ascendency government was 
able to preserve internal tranquillity. But 
in proportion as the people had greatly 
increased in numbers, and had beqpme 
intelligent, enlightened, and indenenuent, 
as they certainly had in tho*i4;<rurse of 
latter years, their discontents hare broken 
forth, and have led* to their successful 
efforts to carry on Alans of extensive dis¬ 
turbance of the public peace, andjto defeat 
the civil power in its exertions to suppress 
them. In point of fact, the system of 

G overning Ireland on the principle of the 
'rotestant ascendancy, was wholly un¬ 
equal to the object. The whole force 
of Protestant jheriffs, Protestant magisr 
trates, Protestant constables, could .now^ 
no longer uphold and administer a ^gtem 
of law fflunded, and therefore disliked, 6n 
this principle of religious a ascendency. 
Nevertheless, it was under these circum¬ 
stances, that the British goveinment came 
forward and asked for an army df 25,000 
men, to support the exhausted effbsts of 
^eir mistaken rule of government. If, 
instead,, however, of assuming false causes 
to account for the evils which jireviul in 
* Ireland, the Housi^ would taK a wiser 
course, and acknowledge that Uie true 
cause of them'all was the existenfe of the 
penal code, 6iey would, be led to adopt 
the true reo^y, bg adhiitting ^ people 
into the contitetion, end by giving a jus* 
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pollticd tteight to those ^tholi’cs, who 
were most worthy of posslnsing it. This 
was all that was necessarjj to be done. 
The House bad only to accede to the 
prayer of the petitioners (lo admit them 
into the* full and unrestricted enjoyment 
of the constitution^, to secure every thing 
that could be desired, for correcting all 
the evils which existed in Ireland, and for 
preserving a permanent .stat^of internal 
tranquillity. On the other hand if the 
system of the right bon. gentleman was 
adopted, it wrw only necessary to look 
back jto tha measures of the last fifteen 
years, to bp satisfied that it would com¬ 
pletely fail. In the course of that period, 
she government had bad their own uncon¬ 
trolled sway a in making use of every prac- 
ticaj measure of force, for subduing the 
discontents of the people of Ireland. The 
history of it was a hiltory of a succession 
of acts for martial law; the suspension of 
the Habeas Corpus; Insurrection Acts; 
Arms Acts, and Peace Preservation Acts. 
Yet the result of the whole was the silhte- 
ment of the right hcvi. gentleman; that 
they had all failed! that nothing now re¬ 
mained to be tried, but a force of 25,000 
men to assist the civil power! What would 
be the consequence of relying dh this ex¬ 
pedient, and refusing to repeal the penal 
code ? Every one, acqilhinted ndtli Ire¬ 
land, must foresee, that the system of 
secret association, and resistance to the 
laws, would vapidly extend itkilf; and, if 
if it did, wpat more would be wanting, 
than some enterprising amj able leaders, 
to connect together the masses of willing 
confederates to produce some general and 
sudden explosion ? Jt was not with a view, 
the hon. baronet said to use an* argument 
to intimidate the House, that lie made 
*U)ls statement, but to give it the most 
accurate insight he was capable of giving 
it, from his knowIe(l[ge of the state of Ire¬ 
land, of the great and eminent dangc;r 
that would d>e incurred, by an obstinate 
and headstrong refiiSc!'=4w-^«Conc6de to the 
just claims pf the Irisli people. The hon. 
baronet proceeded to observe, that, as it 
was now evident, that the generel reeling 
of the puAlio was clearly in favour of these 
claims, in consequence of no petition 
having been presented against^them, he 
hoped the noble lord would not con&fio 
the efforts which ite had so ably and sin- 
^ cerely made on this subjectf totiis speeches 
' in that ^o^ $ but tiiat h« would extend 
them to the eoimciis of the prince*fegeiit, 
wWet qnderaUtbe e^istif^circuoiataiMTSl 
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Df th6 case, |heJ^ could not now fail of 
mricing such impression as would lead 
to the success&f a legislative measure of 
relief ki the session. 

General said, thtf this ques* 

tioa had been so often, so ably^ and so 
eloquently debated by the most eminent 
characters, that he should only trespass 
for a very few moments on the attention 
«£ the Houro. He could not, indeed, feel 
Mtisfied with giving a silent vote, more 
|Mrticularly as the subject had taken a 
different character from that in which it 
appeared on all former occasH^s; and hei 
was fully convinced, that on ^he speedy 
decision of this question depended, not 
only the peace and prosperity of his native 
Jand, but the tranquillity and welfare of 
the united kingdom. Many honourr.ble 
membOTS had seemed to t^ink that it 
would be impossible‘to procure the con¬ 
currence of his majesty’s ministers, unless 
the Catholics would consent to certain 
•ecurities. For his own part, be did not 
agr^ in opinion that any securities were 
necessary; but he <begged to inform the 
House that he had arrived from Ireland 
that day, and he would tell the right hon, 
secretary for Ireland, what had jieen done 
in the county of Tipperary. It was now 
as .tranquil in every part as the counties 
of Middlesex and Surrey, and this return 
to good order had been effected entirely 
by conciliatpry metuures. From the con¬ 
duct of liis'inajesty’s ministb;^, he might 
justly say, that securities were required 
and demanded on the part of the Crown; 
and five millions of Irish Catholics were 
^eady to grant security. They had them- 
selyes declared, only adew weeks ago, the 
21st of lasf fiionth, in the city of Kilkenny, 
that they would give securities to the, 
Crown, and bind themselves, by a solemn 
oath not to elect any bishop who was 
not of the most irreproachable character, 
both in a political and moral point of view. 
Those securitie s, th en, having been offer- 
where rehmf^Rftlnobstades to grant¬ 
ing the emancipation i Was it to be op- 
posedion the ground of any foreign inter- 
ibi^ce i Was it to be refused on account 
of Ime sentiments of the pope ? QEbe noble 
krtd opposite knew the contrary: the noble 
lord bm tfmen iddnite pains to makebim- 
ftif'ttaster of the real* opinion of the piqie 
«oia fi»t eubject^ and be mid heard the sen- 
tallniMBf Mis holihess in different ^onver- 
saficN^.lfMt cardinal Gonsalvcnat tW con- 
grhss jSIpll^biUia.' It was pdrious diat so 
Mad t^Vidual as the peowa who 
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bad then the honour to adilress them 
should be also fiilly acquainted with the 
real opiirions of the pope. The noble Idl'd 
went one way to work, and he bad goh& 
anotlj^er. He would state to the Housed 
that in order to make himself perfect!^ 
acquainted with the sentimentsr of the 
pope, he went to Rome,'and procured an 
audience through the means of a person 
whose name was well known Jio noble 
lord. The pope then told^iim, that be 
was ready to acquiesce arf all necessary 
measures with respect to security, and 
was 'fully prepared to go every possible 
length towards this qountryN He pledged 
his honour to the House, that what he 
bad stated to them was the truth: the 
noble lord knew it to be the truth, and 
nothing but. the truth. He had commu¬ 
nicated these facts to the noble lord in 
Paris, and he now called upon his lordship 
to corroborate thisstatement. The question 
now before the House merely called upon 
them to pledge themselves that they would 
take the situation of the Catholics into 
their most serious consideration in the 
next session of parliament. If any oppo¬ 
sition should be made to this motion, it 
could arise only from the perverse and 
bmoted minds o4' the worthless members 
ofthg cabinet, who, as the noble lord ha4 
.often stated, would not listen to reason, 
llie Houlbi' knew who those intolerant 
gentlemen were; and he would take upon . 
himself to say, that they were altogether 
ignorant, not only of Aie state of Ireland, 
but alsofof the Roman Catholic religion; 
they knew no more of one or the other 
than the common man who swept the 
streets knew of North America. He 
trusted, however, that as nothing on earth 
remained to be done, the House would 
next year go into a committee. The 
“Crown had desired securities; the Catho¬ 
lics were ready*to grant them; afid the 
pdpe had given his sanction to them. He 
would repeats that he thought no securi¬ 
ties ought to be demanded, except the 
8iropl|! oath «f allegiance; but as the Ca- 
tholioi must be better judges than himself 
m this Sidijeet, be would resign his opi¬ 
nion to them, , and give his vote in favour 
of Catholic emancipation in any way that 
th^ might deem most advisable. 

Sir <7. supported the mo-” 

tioo, as it did not interfere with any View 
Lhe had taken of the subject; but he con- 
"tended that bis opinion had been invariably 
in favour of diose seoaritiea to which be 
had ofteaftidirectedi iBDd w^lftbe wisdom 
! « 
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and policy rff almost eveiy state in Europe 
l^d adopted. He lamented Uiat the 
^ssest and most mischievous perversion 
his opinions on this subject had been 
^culcated and pressed upon tlie uninforat* 
^ part o^the great Catholic population of 
Ire^nd %8peciallv> After particularizing 
thedfstinctions nliich he mentioned in re> 
ferenceato*t||hose securities, the hon. baro¬ 
net advA4^ to the only measure which, 
in his opinioB^ould be efficacious in dis¬ 
abusing the public mind upon this impor¬ 
tant question, which was th^ institution of 
a select commbtee to investigate thb sub¬ 
ject in ail its TOarings, and particularly to 
those regulations which in ancient times 
bad been adopted, in support of the indis¬ 
pensable jurisdiction of the sovereign in 
the external government of all ecclesiasti¬ 
cal matters, as a perpetual barrier in the 
exercise of any ibreign jurisdiction. ^ i 
Lord Castlereagh said, the question had 
been so often agitated, and be had so of¬ 
ten delivered his own sentiments on it, 
that he did not consider himself called 
on to state at any length the grounds of 
his concurrence with the motion. He had 
always been of opinion that the Catholics 
wouid^ltiniatcly be successful in their 
object; for he never coulii conceive that 
any thing but an apprehension of daOJger 
to the constitution, could justij^ft exclu¬ 
sion of any body of men from a full parti¬ 
cipation fn the benefitspof that constitutidn. 
Nothing could even have given counte-* 
nance to the principle of exclusion, but 
the conviction that our liberty atfd secu¬ 
rity would have been endangered by act¬ 
ing on a different principle. No feeling 
of unkindness or illiberality—no feeling of 
monopolizing power in their own hands 
could ever occupy the minds of the people 
of this country-s-nothing could delay what 
it would be grateful to themselves to ran- 
fer, a ^at;tJcipation in the privileges of the 
constitution, but the convictjpn that the 
fabric would be endangered by such parti¬ 
cipation. There were some circumstances 
in the late state of the world which op¬ 
posed a formidable barrier to the progfress^ 
of this question. So long as a power in 
Europe existed, which tlireateneo the li¬ 
berties and securities of other countries, 
^nd so long as that power had in* its- pos¬ 
session the bead of the Catholic church, 
it was natural tjiat many should he appre¬ 
hensive of danger from placing anf power 
in the hands of the Catholics; but now 
the head of.the CtRholie church, thank, 
Cod>'ceased to* Be a prisoni#| and the fot- 
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midable power be had alhjded to, ceased 
to exist. But there %ad ^en no greater 
obstacte than the unfortunais temper with 
which the Catholics had ebdsen to prose^ 
cute their own interests. The greatest 
mischief which this did was to lead to a 
belief tliat such a feeling did not pre¬ 
vail among the Catholics as was likely 
to make the measure salutary. But at 
last the House had had tlie satisfaction of 
hearing the petition presented by the right 
hon. gentlemai}* read, which displayed 
sentiments pf attachment to the constitu¬ 
tion, *and of conciliation towards their 
Protestant brethren; which if displayed 

S hen the subject was last before the 
[ouse, would have gone far to have in¬ 
duced the Nfouse to come to a different 
resmt. There could be no doubt that a 
more liberal and less controversial view 
respecting religion was now generally 
taken throughout Europe, than had been 
taken in former times. So far as he could 
observe the state of feeling on this subject 
in the public council%,wh«Fe he had been 
present, he saw nothing but the utmost 
liberality. In Germany, that part of the 
continent of Europe where apolitical pub¬ 
lic mind mlisted in the greatest ](terfectioifk 
though it was no*t so far advanced as our 
own country in the institutions foy secur¬ 
ing the expression of it, the utmost libe¬ 
rality existed lyith respect to religious Opi¬ 
nions. In n 9 ne of the Frotostant states 
of Germany? certainly not in Hanover, 
the state with which we were most closely , 
connected, was it considered necessary for 
the public security to act on a system of 
exclusion. He wa%gla8 that the hon. ba¬ 
ronet (sir J. C. Hippisley), had^iven no¬ 
tice of a motion on a subject connected 
with the present. ‘ He did not see the 
.same objection to the motioa now as for- 
tncrly—lie conceived, that the effect of it 
would be to read ald^on of useful wisdom 
to those intemperate spirits of Ireland, 
who assumed that l£g,we^^^lHp§onthem 
to agree to their - own degradation. He 
trusted, that the hop. baronet would not 
.go into any thing calculated to lead* par¬ 
liament into religious controversy. V^t 
parliament ought to confine themselves to, 
was the great and broad vfeaturss of the 
question: they oughtmot to* go into usel^ 
lore, but to show that they wished to con¬ 
fine themselves to what woi^ ndbessary for 
fthem to tidop^ for the eecurity of the state, 
and the Brof^tant church. If thelSatho- 
lics in Ireland were among themMt ^- 
' gotM, add least enlightened Caitholica of 
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Europe, this no reproach to them, bat 
to the state which Hhd so long neglected 
them. We ^ould look forward to no sa- 
tisfactoiy government in Ireland, which 
was not founded on a principle of inclu- 
aion, and not of exclusion. Until this 
question should be set at rest by parlia¬ 
ment, it was in the power of any man to 
make use of it as a firebrand to inflame 
the minds of the people of Ireland, and 
they could not be said to have established 
in that country, the gi^'^ernment which 
was the result of the constitutjpn in which 
we lived. He looked on the settlemcnf 
pf the question as important 'to Ireland, 
but still more important to Great Britain 
—till it was settled, government could not 
assume an attitude of impartiality towards 
all religious sects. But there was anullier 
view—till their emancipation 'was accom¬ 
plished, government would never possess 
within the country all the means of govern¬ 
ing it presented by the constitution ; for 
though the loyalty of the Catholic gentry 
could not be doubt^, were the exclusion 
to be considered as permanent, that cor¬ 
dial support could not be expected from 
them, which they would give, if they 
formed part of the same systenf with our¬ 
selves. His right hon? friend, the secre¬ 
tary for Ireland, had complained of the 
want of a resident gentry in Ireland, and 
wished that it could be possible to devise 
some meaii/to enforce resf^ence. It was 
impossible without a violation/ of the con¬ 
stitution, to prevent a man from residing 
in any part df the empire he might think 
proper. But he would tell his right hon. 
friend how he might find means of using 
a great m«ss of the Catholic gentry, and 
tlie Catholic clergy, a body which was ra¬ 
mified throughout every part of the Island,, 
and which |^e might thus bring into^ 
most salutary operation in aid of govern-' 
ment. The non-rC-sident gentry were 
comparatively few in number to those 
whom v^e ma^jib|entee8 fn their own 
country. TMeCalh^cs might rest con¬ 
vinced, that if by some folly on their own 
part‘‘their cause was not injured, they 
might safely confide iu the wis^pm of the 
Sitete. With this well-founded Conviction,! 
ibev 8h%<ld rest patiently in the assurance 
of nnal success; an(|, if he had not a very 
wrong conception of thg state of the pub- 
liqmkid, mid of the merits of the question, 
the sui^ct would soon be satulactorily* 
adjufihMi and apowerful in^fhiment would 
be thereby t,akfh from the bands of de¬ 
signing persoiM* Many persons, who 
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viewed thequesUbn in a liberi) light, were 
deterred from acceding te the claims of^tl 
Catholics by the idea that the CatboErs 
would not be satisfied unless they had an es. 
tablithedchurch. Heshouldlike toseeth'j 
question put upon that issue, and he should 
know how to oppose it; but, at *biesent, 
the privileges which were withliHdv'rfoni 
the Catholics were not of sufficjcnr conse¬ 
quence to form a ground qP cefitention, 
and, at the same’ time, werr$' a formidable 
weapon to the enemies oP i?he state. As 
the question stood on different and more 
favourable grounds from those on which 
it was placed last year, he should support 
the motion of the right lion, gentleman. 

Mr. Peel said, he was very sorry to be 
compelled to differ froni those with whom 
he was in the habit of acting; but, lest his 
silence might be construed into acqui¬ 
escence in the argumefUs of his noble 
friend, he felt it due to himself to declare, 
that he continued to feel the same objeCi* 
tions which he had felt to similar motions 
on former uccasions. The House had for¬ 
merly been told that the subject was of 
vast magnitude, and that it was due at 
least to the grratbody of Catholics to take 
Uieir claims into consideration, tq .try at 
least whether sotne amicable arrangement 
mi^t not be effected. The subject, how¬ 
ever, l^d^been taken into consideration, 
and after th’at fair and full experiment, he 
appealed to the House whether the Pro¬ 
testants or the Catholics were satisfied with 
the bid then proposed. Besides his ob- 
jections'lo grant the Catholic claims in ge¬ 
neral, he could not consent to give a pre¬ 
cipitate pledge to take the subject into 
consideration ai a future time, which might 
be most unfit for that consideration. Nei¬ 
ther the arguments, of the right hon. 
mover, nor of his noble friend had applied 
to this point. 'There were many coiiside- 
rations extrinsic and coHateral 'to the 
claims theipselves, which determined the 
propriety of disemsing them at any par¬ 
ticular time. It had been admitted on oU 
hai^, that some times were peculiarly 
unfavourable to the discussion of these 
*cla^6. If not, why had not the cquaide- 
sideration bemi brought forward at an ear¬ 
lier period of the session ? os why did not 
the righf hon. mover now ask for leave to 
bring in a bill i If, then the present session^ 
was not favourable for the .consideraUon of 
the dakns, what security was there that tire 
next session weuld be more &vourable^ 

^ or why should the Hffuse be shackled as to 
’ its future ptotxicdings i If* neltt session was 
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voiirable forfthe consideration of the ques- ant in consequence of that^discretion, ex- 
’\fillip, the right hon. gentleman might then eluded them frbm ofBces^ the exclusion 
mwe for a committee, or for leave to bring would be more invidious than a legal ex- 
ijn bill, without any such previous pledge, elusion, and more likely |to create dis*- 
though he did not intend to say^any content; if they werc%dmitted it would 
tl^ng as to the general merits of the ques* be to trjr a dangerous experiment. He 
tira, he» ifould rectify some misconcep' was convinced that the (' Alholics would 
tiniW-^fff what had fallen from him in the not then be satisfied to see a church estab- 
debate ofiNdhe state of Ireland. He had lished for the minority of the nation, or to 
never sa^ \iat twenty.five thousand men support Protestant pastoi^s by Jtheir tithes, 
were necessa>*v .to keep down the discon- The same ground for irritation would ex- 
tented CathoHcxI; It was to be recollected ist which now existed—the same weapon 
that 40,000 merlhad been kept up in Ire- would remain in>4he hands of the factious, 
laud during thelwar, and hc^had said that |Ie should,»therefore, oppose the motion, 
he did not think it would be expedient, which would pledge the House to the con- 
with a view to general trahquillity, to re- sideration o!* a question from which he an- 
duce more than 15,000 in the first year fiicipated no good effect, 
of peace. Tlie disturbed state of Ireland Mr. Ponsopby thought it a little incon- 
did not arise from the direct or indirect sistQpt that the righthon. gentleman should 
operation of the political disabilities, but charge his right hon. friend with having 
from the system of past impolicy, and to argued on tlie general* measure, when four- 
the commercial restriction to which that fifths of his own speech was directed to the 
country had been subjected, and which policy or impolicy of removing the disabi- 
had increased her population without in- lities. He had declared himself'unwilling 
creasing her wealth. Some part of the to grant the Catholics any more, beciAise 
evil might be attributable to the penal laws, the former grants w^c not followed by 
which were repealed, but wliich were not conciliation. If the right hon. gcntlemaa 
to be confounded with the political disabi- had known or considered the circumstan- 
lities wliich were still in force. It was to ces under which these grants were made, 
be rccJticctcd,' that the present disturban- he would see that they were mdl-e calcu^ 
CCS in Ireland did not exist in those places lated to produce disgust than gratitude, 
in which religious party spirit was most ^This question was always taken up, on the 
prevalent. Most of the Proiselaat and ’necessity of the 'moment pressing on the 
Catholic countries ^rc tranquil. Tfie administration/if the day, aod not 'as a 
disturbances were grounded on combina- great political measure, which)lbeing once 
tions to redued the price of land, andiother* undertaken, ^hould be finally concluded, 
subjects not even remotely connected with If the right hon. gentleman hgd inquired of 
the polftical disabilities of the Catholics, many ofthose with whom he was acquain-. 
If to accede to the Catholic claims would ted in Ireland, he would have found that 
put an end to the tumult, it would be fair every thing that hacl ha'jipened since the 
to conclude that past concessions would year 1798, was foretold in th^Irish par- 
have been accompanied with a diminution liament. As to the dititinction ‘he had 
of these disturbqpces., Bqt he would ap- dfrawn, with regard to the penal code, he 
peal to the Hdusewhether since 1792, when /nust say, with all respect foe his talents* 
the greet concessions-had* been made to that it was formed on a short-sighted vievr 
the Catbdiics, the state of Ireland had not of the question. ThS penal code was net 
been infinitely worse than bsfore. The instituted fo? purposes of persecution, 
argument which would*be opposed to this but as a necessary rqgans-'^-^arryjng the 
fact was, that something still remained to disabilities into execution. There was no 
be conceded, and that therefore the Ca- medium in this question. The Catholics 
tbolics were still discontented. But even, of Ireland must either be their equals or 
the bill of 1813 did not profess to put Ca- theirslavee* The right hon. gentleman had 
tholics on an equality with Protestants, said, that if the repeal of those disabilities 
The two hi^he^t offices in the Iaw,and the would be followed by tranqwllity, he would 
Mate remained shut to them. There, support the repeal. .It would* be rash in 
i^ould be still eomethfng to concede, some- any man to presume to say, that by a force 
thing on whiclr to ground .new demrads like that of magic, such a ifteature would 
and new discontents. The lord lieutenant tllay thdP disj^rbanoes; but he believed 
would still have a d^edon of excluding that .tUch a measure would hsvb* 
Catholics fro^ft office. If the lord lieuten • • greatest effect, and that wHJwut ft nothing* 

(voE. XXXIV.) ^ 1 (2X)*- 
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could be don^ He would ask, if a gen¬ 
tleman .of tl^ country was placed in the 
same situating as that in which a Catholic 
gentleman stood fm Ireland, would he as¬ 
sist upon all occasions the goverameiit Ity 
which he was oppressed ? It was not in 
human nature. It was absurd to suppose 
that the condition of the Catholics had no 
share in producing the disturbances. The 
right hon. gentleman had asked, what were 
tlie circumstances that rendered a pledge 
advisable now ? He n^uld state them. 
The House had repeatedly ^expressed a 
desire that the Catholics would show ‘a 
disposition to comply with the wishes of 
the Protestants,by giving what were called 
securities. Now the Catholics had com¬ 
plied with this desire. One of the objec¬ 
tions last year was, that the petition was 
not presented by tlie member for Dublin. 
It was now in his hands, and it was mould¬ 
ed in the very way that had been recom¬ 
mended. ' Would the House be now ns un¬ 
willing to enter into the subject as when 
the petition came from a body of men 
whom they had stigmatised as factious ! 
He was glad that the Catholics had mani¬ 
fested such a disposition, because it would 
•advance«-their cause. He ‘ had always 
thought that their cause was in their own 
hands, and that its success would depend 
on the conduct they pursued. As for 
himsclf, be considered the things called se¬ 
curities oj^y as so manycobwebs. The 
best security, both for the church and' 
state, would be found in thb measure pro¬ 
posed. 

Sir Qeorge Hill, after the cries of ques¬ 
tion had subsided, referred to the eflbrts 
of the tight hon. tnember for Liverpool 
(Mr.^anniog) in favour of the Roman 
Catholics, wMch, successful in the hist 
instance, h^ afterwards been defeated by 
a majority of only four votes. Before 
that result, howevel', it had produced no 
bencheial effects; on the contrary, peti¬ 
tions had hem. presented against them: 
and the CatfSolic b^rd liad been encou¬ 
raged in its injudicious measures of vio¬ 
lence with regard to the Veto. The right 
hon. mover of the present cyiestion had*" 
undertaken to answer for tile Catholic 
laity; Jb.ut would he be responsible for the 
clergy, who ■ had invariably resisted the 
concession of the V^to? Three years 
jsince tbeoRosnan Catliolics had refused the 
boon proposed to be given to ohem; and 
untilwc saw them come ,h)rward to bail 
with joy the proposition of this night, h§ 
CQuluhot btuieve that it would produce 


among them edntentment and tranq^l- 

^'ir N. CoUhurst with difficulty 
tained a hearing, while he avowed his op\* 
nionr distinctly in favour of the motion. 
He said he was extremely anxious ths4 a 
mild and conciliating system shoulm bo 
pursued towards Ireland. if**:- 

The question being called^ fo.' on all 
sides, the House divided. -' 

For the Motion.. 11<1 

Against it. 172 

Majority .i-. 31 


Lists of the '‘Majority and Minority, 
Majority. 


Alexander, J. 

A'llan, G. 

Arcbdall, M. 

Apsley, lord 
Arkwright, R. 
Ashursl, W. H. 

Aslcll, VVm, 

Bankes, Henry 
Barclay, C. 

Barry, rt. hon. .T. M. 
Bathurst, rt. hon. C. 
Beiitinek, lord P. 
,Beresford, sir J. 
Bercsfonl, lord G. 
Bernard, vise. 
Blackburne, J. 
Blackbiucft, J. I- 
Bloornficld, sir B. 
Boughey, sir J. F. ' 
Brogden, J. , 

Bryd^cs, sir E. 
Bullcr,«j5ir E. 

Burrell, sirC. 
Bulterwortb, Jos. 
Calvert, J. 

Casljcrd, R. M. 
Cawthorne, J. F. 
(Chaplin, C. 

Cbetwode, sir J. 
Cliutc, Wm. , 
^Clements, H. J. 
Clinton, sir H. 
Clinton, si/Wm. 
Clive, H. 

Cole, hoD.tsir G. L. 
Collett^ E. J. 
Clapton, carl of 
Cooper, E. S. 

Cotter, J. L. 

Cottrell, sir John 
Cmnbournc, vise. 
Curtis, sir W. . 
Curzon, hon. R. 
Daveqport, D. 

Davis, Hart 
Davis, R. H. " 
Dawson, G. 

Douglas, W. R. K. 


Duncombe, C. 
Ednionstone, sir C. 
Egerlon, sir J. G. 
Egerton, W. 

Elm ley, vise. 
Eastcourt, T. G. 
Fane, Thomas 
Fane, John 
Earnuhar, James 
Eellowes, W. II. 
Fergiisson, S. 
Folke.s, sir M. 0* 
Foster, J. L. 
Foulkes, E.* ‘ 
Franko, U. 

Frank, ITuuk 
Frazer, C. 

Fynos;’II. 

Featherslone, sir T. 
Garrow', sir W. 
Gipps, G. 

Golding, I<h 
Gooch, T. S. 

Grant, A. C. 

Hall, B. 

Hare, hon. Rich. 
Hart, general 
Harvey, C. 

Hdlibrd, G. P. 
Holmes, W. 
lloublon, J.'A. 
Jackson, tir John 
Jenkinson, hon. C. 
Jervoisc, G. P. 
Jocelyn, vise. 
Irvine, .John 
Knox, Thos. 
Kerrison, sir E. 
Kirkwall, vise. 
Lacon, E. K. 
Lefevre, C. S. 
Leigh, C. 

Leigh, J. H. ^ 
Leigh, sir R. II. 
Le»ie, C. P. 
Loftus, Wm. 
LpngrR. G. 
Lbngfield, M. 
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Lopez, sir M. M- 
vJ-^iules, W. S, 
BoWher, visr. 
Losjjchcr, John, jun. 
L|^rell, J. K 
1-ultrell, II. 
Mafnanghton, E. A. 
Mauand,J^. 1''- 

' ■ . R. 





Manners. 

Manning^ 

Methuen, raul 
Mitchell, gen. 

Milne, R. 

Mitford, W. 
Mordaiint, sir C. 
Wapicr, J, L. W.‘ 
Newark, vise. 
Newman, R. W. 
Nicholl, sir John 
O’Hara, C. 

O’Neill, hon. J. 11. B. 
Onslow, A. 

Onslow, hon. T. C.* 
Palmer, C. N. 
I’echcll, sir T. B. 
Peel, rt. hon. R. 
Pennant, G. 11. D. 
Pitt, W. M. 

Porter, general 
Protheroe, Edw. 
Richardson, W. 
Rochfor^^. II. 
Rose, rt. non. G. 
Round, John 
Russell, Matt. 

St. Paul, sir II.,D. C. 
St. Paul, col. 11. II. 
Scott, sir W, 

Shaw, sir James 
Shelley, sir John 
Shelley, T. 

Sheppard, sir S. 
Shiffner, George 
Simeon, sir John 
Simpson, George 
Smith, Christopher 
Sneyd, Nat. , 


Stcvi^rt, sir J. 

Stewart, rt.hon. sirJ. 
Stirling, sir W. 
Sumner, G. 11. 

Sutton, rt. hon. C. M* 
Sykes, sir M. •• 
Teed, John 
Thompson, sir B. T. 
Thynne, lord J. 
Townshend, lord C. 
Tretubis, hon. C. 
Trertjayne, J. 11. 
Tyrwhitt, T. D. 
Vansittart, rt. hon. N. 
Vaughan, sir R. W. 
Vy.se, It. W. H. * 
Wifllace, rt. hon. T. 
Welby, sir W. C. 
Wemyss, general 
Wctheicll, C. 
Wilbrahara, E. B. 
Wilder, gen. 
Williams, R. 

Wilson, C. E. 
Worcester, marquis 
Wright, J. Atkins 
Yarnumth, carl of 
Yorke, rt. hon. C. 
Yorke, sir J. 

Tkli.ers. 

Hill, sir G. 

Osborne, J. 

Paiked Off. 
Long* rt. hon. C. 
Crickelt, Robert * 
Hope, sir G. 

Moore, loi^lL' « 

t ile, sir C. , 

oorsom, admiral 
Seymour, lord 
Kuatchbull, sir E. 
Graham, sir Jas. 
I.owther, col. 
Lowtlicr, hon. H. 
Congrfive, sir W. 
Paget, hon. B. 
Singleton, sir M. 
I'inch, hon. £. 


Minority. . 


Abercrombie, hon. J. 
Acland, sir Thos. 
Althorp, vise. 

Anson, sir George 
Anstriither, sir J. 
Atherley, Arthur 
Babington, Thomas 
Bagncll, rt. hon. W. 
Bafllie.J.E. 
Barham, Jos. F. 
l^imard, vise. 
Barnard, Thomas 
Baring, sir T. 
Baring, Alek. * 
Binning, lord 
Birch, Joseph 
Bpurne, W. S. • $ 


Browne, Dom. 
Browne, i}. hon. D. 
Butler, hon. J. 
Broadhead, 11, T. 
Caulfield, tl. , 
Chichester, A. 
Calvert, N. • 
Campbell, lord J. 
Cavendish, lord G. 
Garew, E. S. ^ 
Castlercagh, vise. 
Chaloner, Robert 
Cocks, hon. J. S. 
Cocks, James • 
Coltl|)ur8t,airN'. 
iZouTtenay, T. P. 
Courtenay, Wm. 


Daly, James 
Doveton, Gabriel 
Duncannon, vise, 
Dundas, Charles 
Dundas, hon. L. 
Elliot, rt. hon. W. 
Elhbon, Cuthbert 
Evelyn, Lynder 
I'crgusson, sir R. C. 
Fitzgerald, A. 
Fitzgerald, rt. hon. V. 
Flood, sir Fred. 
ITcmanlle, W. 
French, A. -f 

Gaskcll, Beiij^ 
Gordoif, Robt. 

Grant, J. P. • 

Grant, C. jun. 
Os-atton, rt. hon- H. 
Grenfell, Pascac 
Guisy, sir. Wm. 
Hamilton, Hans 
Hammersley, L high 
Hanbury, W. 
Hippisley, sir J. C. 
Hobhonse, sir B. 
Hornby, E, 

Horne, Wm. 

Horner, Francis 
Howard, hon, W. 
HoworthjH. 

Hughes, W. L. 

• Hurst, llobeA 

Jones, John ' 

Lamb, hon. W. 
Laugton, Wm. G, 
Latouchc, Roht. jun. 
I.aw, hon. E. / 
Leader, Win, 

Lewis, T. F. . 

Littleton, E. J, 
Lyttleton, hon. W. 
Lloyd, J. M. 
Macdonald, James 
Mackintosh, sir J. 
Marryat, Jos, 
Martin, H. 

IVlartin, John 
Matthew, hon. M. 
Meade, hon. J. 

• Meyler, R. 

Milton, viscoun^ 
Molyneux, H. 11. 
Monck, sir C. 
Moore, Peter 
Morland, S. B, 

■Mostyn, sir T. 
Mahon, boil! S. 
Newport, sir John 
Nortn, Dudley 
Nugent, lord 
Odell, Wm. 

Ogle, il. M. 


Osborne, lord F. 
O.ssuKlon, lord 
Palmerston, vise. 
Pcirse,^lenry 
PMIips,tGeorgc 
Piggott, sir A. 

Pole, rt. hon. W. W. 
Pousonby, rt. hon. tl. 
Power, R. 

Powlett, hon. W. 
Prittie, hon. F. A. 

Pym, Francis 
Pringle^ sir W, 

Quin, hon. W. W. 
Ramsden, J. C. 
RanclitTc, lord 
Rashleigh, Wm. 
Rumilly, sir S. 

Rowley, sir W. 

Russell, R. G. 
Scudamore, llobt. 
Sebright, sir J. S. 
Sefton, earl of 
Shaw, Benj. 

Sheldon, l^lph 
Stuart, Ale*. 

Smith, John , 
Smith, George 
Smith, Wm. 

Smyth, John IL 
Somerville, sir M. 
Talbot, R. W. 
Tierney, rt.*hon. G. * 
Thornton, Sam. 
Waldegrave, hon. W, 
Walpole, hon.'G. 
Warre, J. A. 

Ward, John 
Wcllesleyniich. 
Wharton, Jolm 
Wilberfgre, Wm. 
Williams, Owen 
Wortlcy, J. A. S. 
Wynp, C. W. 

* TcLyms. 
Calcraft, .fohn • 
Parnell, sir 11. 

Paikf.d Off, 
Arbulhitot, rt IL C.. 
Coke, T. W. 

\lrokcr, J. W, 
Curwen, J. C. 



liuskisson, rt. H. W. 
Ponsonby, hon. ft C. 
Robinson, rt. hon. F. 
Stanley,lord 
Thompson, Thos. 
Phipjft,hon. ad. 
Ridley, sir M. W. 
Townshend, lord J. 
Brougham,*H. 
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We^nesdai/, May 22. 

Bill for. seoiuring the Liberty 
OP THE Subject.^ The Murquie of 
Lansdoxun moved the committal of the bill 
for better securing the Liberty of the Sub¬ 
ject. He said it was not merely out of 
respect to its coming from the other 
House thill he did so, but on account of 
the great importance of the subject of the 
bill; and when their lordships recollected 
that from the time of magna ^arta, when 
the principle of the habeas corpus law wal 
first recognized, to the time'- of Charles 
2nd, when it was first effectually carrie^ 
into action, a period of no less than 
four hundred }'ears had passe'd, they would 
not be surprised that something even ‘then 
remained to be provided for. * The object 
was to extend the benefit of the habeas 
corpus to all persons and to all times. 
This bill tvould enable the judges to issue 
thoiwrit in vacation, and to inquire into 
the truth of facts alleged in the return, 
and apply the adequate remedy by hold¬ 
ing to bail at discretion. As the law 
gtood at present persons might be deprived 
cf their liberty for a week or Vi month at 
a time, before the proper remedy could 
be obtained. But even if so beneficial a 
power in the judges were liable to lie dor-* 
mant even for an hour, it would be a suffi¬ 
cient reag^ for their loifdsbips interfe¬ 
rence. There would be no‘'difference of 
opinion among them as to 'the principle, 
though somd* noble lords might wish for 
certain technical alterations. From the 
I want of a power to remedy abuses during 
the vaca^n, many probably had occurred 
which*had never been brought to notice; 
and persons might have been hurried oet 
of the county, because individual judges 
might not, in the vacation, be able to af'- 
ford relief. There'were some instances 
on record of the bad effects of the want 
of this joowej^; he g^rticularly alluded to 
one which was brought to notice before a 
committee of the House of Commons in 
18F3 or 1814, where a person was hurried 
on board a ship, who alleged lliat he was' 
not liable to the impress serv^, and was 
depriv^ of his relief because the judge 
could not mdke thp proper inquiries and 
apply the rem^y dpnng the vacation. 
)^ut' if thet# hau been no instance of 

stii], in a matter of such magnitude, 
tbeirtordsbips ought to proceed by anti- 
piiHit^ pS wtiat might happen, that tbq 
‘ |iabeai^lli^i|tas remedy might be armed at 
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all points, and piVipared to o|^erate at til 
seasons. / < 

Lord FMenborouffh did not oppose (he 
committal of the bul, as some good might, 
be extracted from it: but the noble mar-' 
quis would recollect that the habeas cor¬ 
pus which they were now dlscussrog 
was the remedy of that name .f'Aa-ibm- 
mon law. The other hay.as*. corpus 
applied only to commitiqebts<^ in cri¬ 
minal cases, or supposed criminal cases. 
In the course of the foulfeen years dur¬ 
ing which he,had sat as ?chicf justice of 
the King's-beneb^ he rdpembered only 
one instance in., which a case of disobe¬ 
dience to the writ had occurred in the va¬ 
cation, so as to become a proper object of 
punishment. A person had seduced a 
young woman, and carried her away: and 
Mr. Justice Lawrence having issued a writ 
to bring her before hibl, the party dis¬ 
obeyed, and the judge did not think him¬ 
self competent to proceed to enforce it 
till the commencement of the term: but 
when the court met, the writ was carried 
into effect, and the party disobeying pu¬ 
nished for the contempt. This w’as a bill 
sketched by Mr. Justice Foster long ago, 
and its not having been brought, forward 
sooner proved ''how little the grievance 
had been felt. The great instances of 
grievance requiring this remedy were con¬ 
finements* finder pretence of lunacy, and 
the improper exeoLtion of th'e impress 
service. At present^ the opinion was, that 
each^ndividual judge had not the power 
of liberating in the vacation; and he had 
no objection to agree to the extension of 
the remedy, so far as to empower indivi¬ 
dual judges to' liberate where the impri¬ 
sonment appeared questionable. As to 
giving each individual judge a power to 
punish for contempt, which was in the for¬ 
mer bill, he should have gone on his knees 
jto entreat the House not to giye*' such a 
discretionary power to him, or to any in¬ 
dividual judges It was a power justly the 
subject ofjealousy, even when exercised 
by ih&wlftle'Oourt.^ He thought that by 
tb|^ameudments which he should propose, 
every purpose of inconvenience would be 
answered. 

The Lord Chancellor suggested, that 
the bilf ought to be reprinted as amende^, 
and then the House would judge whether 
it ought to be recommitted. It ap^ared 
to him, that at present ih did not suffici¬ 
ently distinguish between the powers of 
the lord chancellor's 8uch,.aad his powers 
under the various confiniftions which it 
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y was customa^ to give to the lord chaoccl* I fortune for their families. Their lordships 
^ \liV- might have heard of such instances. Yet 

Jhe bill was then committed, the I even whei'e the clearest proofs of rationa- 
^iiiendments given in without discussion lity appeared, the verdict w^s always lu- 
hpon them, and inserted ; after whiql) the nacy. bill might Bring* a tax upon 

bill was reported, and ordered to be print- all the landed property of the country to 
edks amended. the extent of 40,000/. a-year, and yet it 

.. had been carried forward as a private bill. 

Coii^I|s* Bili,.] The Marquis of It was a subject which ought at least to 
Buctingtkin^ moved the third reading of be considered by the magistrates all over 
the Coroners’Iliii. The* office, he said, the kingdom, and if it should appear that 
hgd been the hiYkest in the county, except such a bill was proper, it might be passed, 
that of the hight sheriff; and they ought But as to the pri/Ssent bill, he would move, 
either to restor J it to wdiat ft was, and sa}' that iff be rlhd a third time that day six 
that the coroner should 4)ave no remune- months. • 

ration at all, or provide that it should be Lord Elienborongh agreed that thif 
adequately remunerated. The duties fiught never to have been a private bill, 
were most important—most painful to the and that the defect ought to be corrected, 
feelings of the individual—and most labo- Thdfe was much, also, in what the noble 
rious; and the allowance was only what earl had s^ted as to the propriety of 
had been fixed itrthe reign of George 2nd. having the bill circulated and considered 
Ho had heard it objected, that the office by the magistrates of the several counties; 
of coroner was at present the subject of but as to the increased fees for inquisitions 
keen contest, which showed that there in caselS of sudden death, he had no olnec- 
existed sufficient inducement to fulfil its tiontothem. He thought, however, there 
duties. But the reason of the contest was, was no occasion for rfieir attendance at 
that it was an office of considerable in- quarter sessions, and therefore the allow- 
fluence in the county, and the contest was ance for that be thought objectionable, 
a trial of the strength of parties. Besides Jt might be desirable that thpy should 

► it gen^lly fell into the hands of gentle- attend where there w'ere trials connected 
men of the law, who were thus desirous ivith their inquisitions, but then they mighl 
of extending their connexions. Another bare allowances as witnesses. *if they 
objection w^s, its being a private tyll. were to be paid for attendance, as pro- 
That however, was^ the fault of thpse posed by this Jbill, then the^would have 
who had caused this bill to be brought mayors of corporations and outer officers 
forward, as they ha*d wished to make it a applying for remuneration in the same 
public bill, but had been informed by high manner. He would vote fcr the bill, il 
authority that it ought to be a private this objectionable part was left out; other, 
one: besides, that was a defect which wise not. . 

their lordships might immediately cure. The Lord Chanctllor wis als(\ decidedly 
The Earl of Egremont said, that his ob- of opinion that the bill ought lo bp const- 
ject was not to prevent an adequate remu- ^ered a public bill. 

Deration being ^iven to the coronera, but The Marquis of Buckingham said, that 
his objection to the bill was, that it* had' the bill had not been hurried tlirough the 
been Carried forward as* a private b^l, House; that it had been discussed as t 
and consequently had not unaergone that public bill in the other House in the tw( 
revision to which it ought t8 have been fast sessions,* and must therefore have un 
subjected. The md’gistrates in many dergone a compleHf revisioh by those bes 
counties knew nothing about It, qpd it had competent to judge of the question. H 
. almost crept through that House before admitted that much might be do«e to 
he himself got notice of it. As to th% dtlt- - wards improving the law on the subject o 
ties of the office, they were almost limited the coroners*,jurisdiction, but that was n^ 
to inquisitions in cases of sudden death; argument against the additional remune 
^«nd in Scotland, where the office bad fal- ration, He himself haefbeard^ftf the bii 
len into desuetude^ be understood that at the quarter sessions for Buckinghan 
little inconvenience was experienced from two years ago, ^nd natun^yjthought th< 
that circumstance. As exercised at pre-, subject, had been consider^ in otbe 
sent in England, it encouraged suicide places. • 

npd peijury^ Persons committed lunacy Earl StanXt^ said, that by leaving ou 
to prevent'a ll^nkruptcy, or preserve d the clauapmaluog it a private bill; it wooli 
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becom^, to all intents and purposes, a 

E ublic bill, and |thus the objection would 
e obviated. i, _ , 

Lord Hollof.d could not apiee to this, 
as the objection still remained that the bill 
had not received that consideratihn which 
the importance of the subject demanded. 
The real question was, not whether the 
coroners were sufficiently remunerated, 
but whether, from the want of an ade> 
quate remuneration, the office of coroner, 
which be agreed was of great importance, 
was not properly executed i He there¬ 
fore thought that the subject/>ught, to be, 
postponed till another session. 

The Earl of Harrrmbtf thought it would 
be injustice to the coroners to postpone 
the question to another session, on a 
ground which did not arise from ^leir 
fault. The object of having the bill pro¬ 
perly discussed might be obtained by dis¬ 
charging the order for the third reading, 
and then referring it to a committee of 
the wholeTfouse. 

fi^rl FifzwiUiam objected to this course 
as still not getting rid of the objection 
that the bill had gone through improperly 
as a private bill. He thought the bill had 
better be got rid of altogether^ and then 
a new bill^might be brought in as a public 
measure. ' 

The ,EarI of* Liverpool thought .the 
course proposed by lord Harrovvby, both 
the best witly reference to justice to the 
coroners \mo sought this bf 1, and to the 
obtaining that public discussibn which the 
bill demanded. He hoped the noble earl 
would withdraw his motion. 

The Earl of Egremont refused to with- 
' draw hia motion, 'and, the House divided 
on the question, that the word “ now’’ 
stand part of the question,—Contents, 22; 
not contents, 14; It was then agreed that 
the bill should be committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole House on Monday, 

Shop-Lifting Biti-.] .Lord Hol¬ 
land rose to ipove tl)g second reading of 
the bill to* repeal the act of William 3rd, 
which inflicts the penalty of death bn the 
crimS of stealing in a shop above the 
value of /is. He observed, that the House 
was 60 ^ fully in possession of the reasons 
which i*4ucci^im to bring forward this 
bill, that he should not repeat them, but 
should content himselfiwith moving the 
second reading. 

The Lord Chancellor said^thalTfrom all* 
the ebd^i^ration he^ had bestowed on the 
bill suu^it wasjdrst introduced, Uie objec- 
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tions which he ha^ to it were sf^rengthened 
rather than lessened. ^ 

Lord Ellenborongh concurred with his ' 
noble and learned friend, and observ^, 
that the eftect of removing the penalty ofi 
death from other crimes had rendered him 
still more averse to any new eSnerira^t 
of this kind. Since the removal of/lie 
vague terror which hung over /'.id^crime 
of stealing from the person, ^e^l'iumbbr 
of oflences of that kind had alarmingly in¬ 
creased. Though the puni^ment of death 
was seldom inflicted fur Icrimes of this 
nature, yet the influence which the possi¬ 
bility of capital p.unishmlbt had in the 
prevention of crimes could ’ scarcely be 
estimated, except by those who had the 
experience in the operation of the cri¬ 
minal law, which he had the misfortune 
to have. When it was considered that 
the protection of the property in all shops 
depended on the act before them, and 
that even now thefts of that description 
were numerous, the House would not, he 
trusted, take measures to increase them. 
He lamented that any attempts were made 
to change the established and well known 
criminal law of the country, which had 
been found so well to answer tlie ends of 
jasticc. It was^to be observed, «!;at the 
bill pnly imposed the punisinnent of trans¬ 
portation on thefts from shops of goods 
above the vplue of 5l. Oflences of that 
naWe seldom occurred, as Ihe ^pilfering 
sy^em which was^’earried on was the 
stealing of small detached articles. All 
oflences of this nature would be left to the 
small pu*bishment inflicted by the common 
law. 

Lord Holland replied, that a fact which 
seemed to weigh with the noble and 
learned lord against the bill, was, in his 
mind, an argument in Its favour. The 
nob^ and learned lord hacl observed, that 
the crime of picking pockets had ircreas- 
ed: the fact was^ convictions bad increas¬ 
ed,—for wlvlc the punishment of death 
might be inflicted for that crime, persons 
had been dq^erred from prosecuting. The 
nobld and learned lord thought that the 
severity of punishment operated to deter 
offences; he (lord II) thought it operated 
to deter prosecution, and thus to increase 
oflences.. And he appealed to every man, 
whether they had not known instances in* 
which persons bad been deterred Troni 
prosecuting, by the fear of the excessive 
punishment which would Tall upon the 
.offender. ' ^ 

. The motion was negati^d,i. 9 ad the bill 
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was orderecfito be read a*8econd time that 
da^ three months. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

J^Vednesday, May 22. 

ViTiifts.] Mr. Newman rose, pursuant 
to nUSlX-v, to submit a motion upon the 
Bubject^tl-frcd to in the petitions which 
lie had pres&nted to thq House. That 
those petition^ expressed the general 
feclkig of the Agricultural interest, there 
could, he thought, be no dpubt whatever, 
for they were taund universally objection- ■ 
able. They were oppressive upon tlie! 
industrious agriculturist; and they were 
an ungracious source of revenue to every 
well-disposed clergyman, who must feel 
pained by the operation of any measure 
injurious to the interests, or disagreeable 
to the feelings ofliis parishioners. There¬ 
fore it was extremely desirable for all par¬ 
ties, that some substitute should be de¬ 
vised for this obnoxious mode of taxation, 
which, while it impeded the industry of 
the agriculturist, w’as but too likely to 
alienate his feelings from those venerable 
pastors, tow'ards whom it was for the in¬ 
terest religion and nnjprality that thh 
people should look with peculiar reyer- 
ence and regard. lie might probably be 
asked, whether he had any plan to si^- 
mit; lie bt'gged to assn ro the House, he 
should not liuve t^f^flbssed on their tiibe 
had he not already considered the sybjcct,* 
and he flattered himself, it would be in 
his power to suggest such raeasurfs in the 
committee, as would benefit the clergy, 
and all other tithe owners, Jand occupiers, 
and land owners, without injury to any 
person whatever, but to the advantage of 
the community at large. He did not 
mean to infringe on any property, Jb'ut 
confini^ his intentions to regulation alone; 
and by that regulation, much encouragiv 
ment would be given to agriiultural im¬ 
provements, thereby nipliorating the con¬ 
dition of thousands now out ^f employ, 
reducing the already heavy poor-rates, 
and promoting manufactures and oem-, 
merce, by enriching those who were the 
best customers in our home market. The 
hon. member* concluded with moying for 
#he appointment of a committee, to take 
into consideration th% petitions upon the 
table on the subject of Tithes, and report 
their opinion wiiether it be expedient to 
enable tithe-holders to Substitute pecu¬ 
niary paymei^s for tithes in kind at cer¬ 
tain periods. 
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Mr. Curwen observed, i^iat all respect¬ 
able writqrs upon political economy con¬ 
curred in deprecating the system of tythea 
as equally inconsistent* with justice and 
expediency. The system was unjust, be- * 
cause it took an unfair proportion from 
the profits of the improving farmer. But 
the inexpedience of tithes was obvious. 
They interfered with the Jbest interests of 
the country, because they discouraged 
agriculture, and promoted dissentions be¬ 
tween the clergy and the people. That 
|ithcs.oper£i|ed against the extension or 
improvement of agriculture, was a position 
which could not be disputed. The extra- 
qrdinary improvement of agriculture in 
France of latp years was notoriously owing 
toybe abolition of tithes in that country. 
But, in his wish for such an abolition in 
this countr/, he begged it to be under¬ 
stood, that he was desirous of rendering 
liberal justice to the clergy. |t was not 
so much his object to reduce the amount 
of what the people paid to the clergy,* as 
to alter the manner in which the money 
was collected, to make the mode of pay¬ 
ment more equitable, to do away with a 
system ofiensive to the best feelings of the 
people, and inconsistent with tlie highest 
interests of religion. In all inclosure bills, 
a power was granted to Ibt the tithes for 
tiventy-one years, or a certain proportion 
of land was assigned to the incumbent in 
lieu of them. * Upon what gro^md, then, 
should a geqeral arrangement upon the 
same principle be objected ^to? It had 
always been the policy of this country to 
encourage agriculture, and therefore the 
statute of Edward 6ili, was€nactcd to pro¬ 
mote the cultivation of poor Itnfds. But 
this act had unfortunately been so con¬ 
strued as to produce no good; therefore 
.some legislative measure U[X)n the sub¬ 
ject was necessary and he would ask 
whether, at any period of our history, the 
encouragement of agriculture could have 
been so much required as uadqr existing 
circumstances, when the accumulation of 
our debt, the pressure of our taxes,,and 
the amount of our expenses, imperiously 
called for the promotion of that species of 
industry which was the main source of 
our wealth, in order to endive the Country 
to bear its burthens?* The promotion of 
agriculture in Ireland was particularly 
desirable; and he was conlMnced that a 
|;eneral ifleasure for the commutatma of 
tithes would be productive of greargood 
.and immense satisfaction in that part of 
the empire'. For such a measure he be- 
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lieved the grea^ body of the clergy were 
quite as desirous as the laity. H^’hose who 
endeavoured to do such things as to sub* 
ject pine>applss tcf the payment of tithes 
were likely, no doubt, to entertbin a dif¬ 
ferent opinion. This extraordinary en- 
dbavour had, however, been defeated by 
the Verdict of a jury, which was the best 

g iardian against oppression and injustice. 

ut all clergymen who wished to live upon 
amicable terms with those whom they 
were appointed to teach^ must be anxious 
for the abolition of tithes. ^ 

Mr. Sini/th, of Cambridge, said, that' 
when die hon. gentleman adverted to the 
provisions in inclosure bills upon the sul^ 
ject of tithes, he omitted to state that these 
provisions were inserted witit the concur¬ 
rence of the incumbent. But the object of 
the proposition before the House was, to 
make it compulsory upon incumbents and 
other tithe-holders to accept a substitute 
for tithes*. This he could not think prac- 
ticc^ble—he meant in that sense in which 
practicability was^ no doubt understood in 
that House; namely, if tithes were abo¬ 
lished, that it would not be practictdile to | 
provide an adequate equivalent citlier in 
Hralue, titife, security, or mcadli of collec¬ 
tion. Tlierefore he iVould object to any , 
proposition for depriving the clergy and 
other tithe-holders of that property to 
which they >had as much right as any free¬ 
holder hf'r to his land. Hljt he the more 
objected to this motion, &e:cause it was 
not proper to refer to a sefect committee 
a subject of^uch importance as should ra¬ 
ther be brought under the consideration 
of the coliective'wisdom of the House. A 
committeaof the whole House would in¬ 
deed,'in his judgment, be far preferable to 
either a motioo for leave to bring in a bi|l, 
or the course of proceeding proposed by 
the hon. mover. From that proceeding he 
could not, upon the*grounds he had stated 
look for any satisfactory result for the 
relief qf agr|pu]tare,^Dd therefore he dis¬ 
approved of the motion^ 

Mr. Rose concurred with the hon mem- 
bei^ who spoke last, that nothing was more 
likely to excite alarm than tbe^adoption of*' 
a proceeding not fixing particular points 
for inquiry redress. He had looked 
long at this question, and found insur¬ 
mountable difficulties in the way of a sa- 
tiaflmto^a^ustment of the respective in¬ 
terest of the tithe-owners and the occupi¬ 
ers lif iaadi It would he {tiought be much 
better to intrpduce a dehnitive instead of 
a general and unlimited inquiry'. The 
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committee, as aV present call^ for, could 
not arrive at a practical conclusion. 

Mr. Brand spoke forcibly in suppor^of 
the motion. He. said he felt the pccuhmr 
impcr-tance of the subject, referring, as it 
did, to a system which so materjally affiect- 
ed the morals, the industry, and the ^la- 
bits of the country, which dispase^tbe 
people too often to look to the^cly'gy, ra¬ 
ther as oppressors, than as prato^iors and 
friends. The question then before the 
House, was of so much.Mnterest to the 
public and especially toslKhose concerned 
in agriculture^ that he sh^Id exceedingly 
regret the rejection even of this limited 
motion, without at least some expression 
of the disposition of the House, to enter 
into the consideration ofthe subject at some 
future, and no distant period. The re- 
eated discussion of the subject, would, he 
ad no doubt, be productive of great ad¬ 
vantage, and it might now be entered upon 
with the less reluctance in any quarter, 
because the mistake no longer existed, 
that a proposition fur the commutation 
of tithes, implied any degree of hostility 
to the clergy. So far as regarded the 
clergy, and the occupiers, tithes consti- 
jtuted a sort of joint tenancy, which both 
I were anxious to dissolve. He diTPnot re¬ 
commend any general uniform measure; 
for the didcrent parislies different reme- 
(^es might be applicable. Therefore, the 
power should be.^,V:;rt to the tithe-holder 
and the occupiers, to settle the commuta¬ 
tion, either by allotting from a parisli a 
certaimportion of land* to the incumbent, 
or paying him such a corn rent as should 
form a due equivalent fur tithes in kind. 
He hoped his' majesty’s present ministers 
would feel disposed to follow the plan of 
their great predecessor, Mr. Pitt, who cer¬ 
tainly originated some scheme for the 
commutation of tythes, and had almost 
^brought it to maturity, but was .prevented 
from proposing it by the then" condition 
of the land tax. He therefore trusted 
even though the 'inotion of the hon. mem¬ 
ber shpulfi be rejected, that the discussion 
upon it would incline the government to 
bestow its attention upon the practicability 
of some measure, which might be generally 
advantageous to the country, 

'fhe* Chancellor oj the Exchequer said, 
he felt all the importance and inter¬ 
est of the question then before thb House. 
He was aware, also, of t|ie difficulties and 
embarrassment^ under which the agricul¬ 
tural classes of the country at present la¬ 
boured, and that tky ‘Srould conse- 
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qdently be fH'duccd to lodk out widi more 
titan common anxiety for some kind of re¬ 
lief, On the other hand, however, that 
House would carefully watch over those 
rights ol* the church, which were so inti¬ 
mately connected with every consideration 
of l^ithcs.* The entire and full preservation 
of tiKJBo '•\'»hts was essential to the general 
welfare ^n^. stability of all property 
tliroughoQt the country. The question 
was one which must be necessarily of a 
complicated character, from the divided 
nature of tenureA^and the o|her modifica¬ 
tions of landed [property; and it wa5 also 
to be obser\'ed, that it did, not merc-ly af¬ 
fect the ecclesiastical holder of tithes, but 
equally concerned thclay impfopriators. 
Upon the general subject, he was far frohi 
wisliing to obstruct any beneficial adjust¬ 
ment that could be made, and he thdught 
the time of the House, of of a committee 
could not be better employed, than as me¬ 
diators or arbitrators between the tithe 
proprietors and the occupiers of land. At 
the same time, however, he was not very 
sanguine in his hopes of success, ns to the 
plans suggested by the lion, member who 
brought forward the present motion. The 
way in tj^ich it was worded indeed, left a* 
degree of ambiguity, wliich'hc apprhended 
might create considerable alarm, and thdhe- 
forc he should be inclined to propose that 
tile motion slwuld star^ thus,* ** That 4 
select combiittec bdUf^inted to take into 
consideration the sai^ petitions, and to 
report to the House, if it ba expedient to 
enable proprietors of tythes to gran* leases 
thereof, under due regulations,” It would 
unqueslionably be a great advantage to 
the agricultural interests of the country, 
if any practicable scheme could be devised, 
as it would prevent many of those alterca¬ 
tions and heart-b%rnin^8 between the in¬ 
cumbent and his parishioner* which now*so 
frequentty.prevaiied. • 

Sir. William Scott observed, ^lata great 
and injurious misconception prevailed 
throughout the country upon the question 
of tithes; and if he concurred Ih the pre¬ 
sent motion for a committee to inq^tyre 
into the subject, it would be only from 
the hope that the result of tlie inejuiry 
would remove those erroneous opinions. 

had not, perhaps, devofed so thuch of 
Ins time to writings tipou political eco¬ 
nomy, or to thoge upon agricultural sub¬ 
jects, as other hen. gentlemen might have 
done; but neither had he been inattentive 
to those bran^es of ^neral inquiry, and 
he could not out Honsider the outcrv rais* 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 
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ed* against tithes as origina*ngin aVeeling 
of hostility towards the clergy, equally in¬ 
jurious to the morality an^ the agricul¬ 
tural interests of the Ctountry. He bail 
indeed rdad with astonishment publica¬ 
tions upon the subject, some of Which had * 
received premiums from different agricul¬ 
tural societies', as contemptible in all that 
related to facts, as they were in everjr 
thing which could be cafl^ reasonihg; if 
"he miglit apply that word to such wretch¬ 
ed compositions... He would instance as 
a'proof of w^at he had asserted, Mr. Mid- 
(fleton's Survey of the county of Mid¬ 
dlesex. The clamour raised against thef 
clergy was most unwise, most unjust, and 
most impolitic. They were the instruc¬ 
tors of youtht the dispensers of religion,' 
and Aio guardians ofpublic morals; and ncT 
one could ^ny, that, some of the most 
distinguishek characters who had adorned 
the literature and science of this country 
belonged to that bod}'. Mo dohbt there' 
might be cases where the clergy, in tjpi- 
lecting their tithes, pressed hard upon the* 
land occupiers: but it was at least remark¬ 
able, that in the cases where recourse had' 
been had to the tribunals of the country,' 
the greater "part consisted of pt4sons who'* 
refused to pay tithes at all. With respect 
to the cCiiirnittee, he should wish to see it 
strictly limited to an impartial inquiry- 
If it were not) they would ^nly open a 
shop, or to use jh more fasiiiona!)^ phrase,' 

' a bazaar, to receive all kinds of complaints 
from parishiohers against their pastors; 
and they would be deluged wfth interested' 
and contradictory statements of imaginary 
grievances and hardships.. -Would the 
House sanction a procceuingof.tliat kind?' 
With respect to’tlic general objects pro¬ 
posed by the hoa. mover, he should cer¬ 
tainly oppose an}r attempt tp subsfitute 
pecuniary payments in lieu of tithes, be¬ 
cause it would tend tA remove the clergy 
from those solid and immemorial grounds- 
of revenue, by* which they w|re repdered, 
in point of fact, clfproprietor^and co¬ 
possessors of the land. The House would 
surely pause before it went that leb^tli- 
*He should,,howevw, give his vote (a re¬ 
luctant one, he confessed) for the com¬ 
mittee ; because he hoped jhat aft^ they 
had reported, the Hoyse w^uld take the 
subject into its mos]; serious consideration, 
and that the result of such •onaidcration 
might produce much good, in destroying 
those prejudice\and misconceptions vAich 
'pow prevailed. 

Lord Castlercagh said, he’ certainly fiplt 

(2 Y) . 
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great objedtiorM to Any rash or prematul« 
interference With tithes; and if ?,uch inter¬ 
ference coulti have, in the raoW remote 
degree, a ten^cnoy to render church pro¬ 
perty less secure, lie, for one, should give 
It no countenance or support. If the in- 
epairy, also, was only to oner up a general 
investigation, and to collect promiscuous 
evidence from all quarters against the 
church, be should equally object to it; for 
the same injurious and unjust course might 
be as well pursued with i^i^pect to all other 
proprietors in the country. p?herefore, if 
the inquiry should travel in either oVthnsh 
directions, he should feel a fundamental 
objection to both of them; but if they 
merely proposed to examine how the 
church miglit be enabled mbst safely and 
most beneficially to enjoy its present'pro- 
perty, and how they might ^st prevent 
tiie holder of tithes, in anyi temporary 
commutation of them, from sacrificing the 
ultimate tevenues of the church, he should 
cotj^idcr those as wise and rational objects 
of parliamentary inquiry. With respect 
to a permanent anti general commutation 
of tithes, he apprehended that would be 
found utterly impracticable. Nothing but 
difficulty 4nd embarrassment Would liang 
about such a scheme. * In all attempts to 
reform what im'ght be considered as tlie 
abuses of property, they should be careful 
not te shal^ the very principle of. pro¬ 
perty itself Now, the priiuciple by wliicb 
the church held its properV}', he consi¬ 
dered to be high and inviolhble, and nut 
to be lightIy*intermeddlod with. Concur¬ 
ring in what had fallen from his right hon. 
and learned friend, he did not mean to 
oppose Uic commitfde, though he did 
not tliink it would lead to any successful 
results. He wished, how'ever, anxiously 
to guard tliq laity from supposing, that 
if the, principle of property, as aflccting' 
the church, were shaken, there would be 
any security for property of any other 
description throughout the kingdom. 

Mr. nn observed, that under the 
restrictions which had teen laid down, he 
did not see that any objection could be 
'•made to the motion. He unj^grstood, at 
first that a degree of compulsrdh was tote 
emplo^^qd; bu^o that extent he certainly 
w^s not prepared to^o. To the principle 
granting leases, whqfe an arrangement 
OTtfId be atoioably made between the par¬ 
ti^ he e0>rehciidcd no objectioa coulih 
be cniei'titned. He hopejt, however, if 
the oiii^tire should be ultimately adopted,, 
they urauld ieel the necessity ofiprovidiog,' 
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in al! ctses, wheeher the leas^were grant¬ 
ed for a year, or for a term of years, that 
the clergyman should have the species of 
remedy, in cases of insolvency, which was 
now. given to the landlord. The tithe- 
holder ouglit to have a preference over 
every other creditor. At proscr.t he Had 
no other remedy than what was. «ommon 
to every creditor. If that inrpro'fement, 
however, were introduced, he'" thought 
that it alone wO'uld be productive of very 
great advantages. 

Mr. IVethercll said, hfif would consent 
to the measure propo.sed ^y His right hon. 
friend, the chancfellor of the exchequer, 
only upon the express condition that the 
House declared the property of the church 
as sacred as every other kind of property, 
and that it would consent to no measure 
that interfered with it, unless by the vo¬ 
luntary agreement of thb clergy. If the 
church were compelled to grant leases, 
that alone would be a direct interference 
with the integrity of its property. He 
should be willing to concur in any plan 
for the improvement of the tithe system, 

! but he saw many difficulties attending 
the subject, both as to the security of 
#)hurch property and the mode yj valua¬ 
tion in grantirig the perraissory leases. 

should vote for the motion, but did 
not wish to be therefore understood as 
pledging lilmsclf rto the support of any 
ulterior measure, ' 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
explanation of his meaning, which ap¬ 
peared Uo have been misunderstood by his 
lion, and learned friend, declared that he 
held church property as sacred as any 
other species of property, and as muck 
to be respected by the legislature. 

Mr. Broui'hnm said, lie was unwilling 
that the debate should conclude without 
adilerting to the spirit with which his right 
hon. and learned friend (sir Scott) 
had commented on the opinions and mo¬ 
tives of those who recommended measures 
like that under consideration. He had 
proceeded’bn the supposition that any in¬ 
terference with tithes, for the purpose of 
^regulating their collection so as to pro¬ 
mote the interests of all parties, mani¬ 
fested a hostility to the rights of the 
church,'^nd tefided to diminish the secu¬ 
rity of the property<that wa» destined for 
tlie support of the clergy. His ri^t hon. 
and learned fi-iend, he wcmld not hesitate 
to Say, had been actuated by a mistake, 
when he attributed*^ such sentinienta fo 
any respectable iadrvidu^B dl party in tte 
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cooDtry. for thoie who supported this 
measure, he would venture to say, that i 
they entertained the greatest respect for | 
the interests of the church, and had no < 
desire to encroach upon them. SpeAhing 
for himself, he was ready to avow, that he 
though^ die rights of the church to the 
property it enjoyed as sacred os the rights 
of individuals to their estates or freeholds, 
and thm the parson of the parish had as 
good a title to his tenth of the produce of 
its soil as the body of proprietors to the 
other nine par(ts. This tenth could not 
be interfered with, could dot be reduced, i 
could not be ti^en away, without violating 
the law under .which the great body of the 
community enjoyed their rights of pro¬ 
perty, But while he considered the right 
to tithes to be as sacred as any other rights 
lOf property, he could not allow that it 
was more so in any other sense, than that 
it conferred a title to a species of property 
that was devoted to sacred purposes—to 
support a body qf men who guided the 
religious exercises of the community. 
More sacred in the sense of its being in¬ 
violable it could not be; and as the exer¬ 
cise of all rights of property could be re¬ 
gulated by the legislature when the gcner|il 
welfarlftleaianded its interference, so might 
this. Kay, he would even go farther; and 
would say that parliament could legislate 
in this species of pronerty when it could 
not do so in otlMV|i^,£ To establish (his 
point, he would advert to various precev 
dents in the history* of orsjr church* estab¬ 
lishment. In the time of Hcyiry 6th, 
when it would not be contended that 
there existed in parliament any great in¬ 
clination to oppose the* rights of the 
church, a statute was enacted by which 
titlie was taken off barren land for seven 
years. Thus, «iot only was there a regu¬ 
lation of tithe, not only an interfeiiencc ‘ 

' with [/l-operty, but a total destruction of 
it with respect to certain land Qver which 
tlie rights of the church befofb Uiat period 
extended. So far, tli€n, from tlie right to 
tithe being inviolable, or plfced beyond 
.legislative interference, it would be seen 
that, at a period when the privileges dt* 
the clergy were higher than they liad 
since been, this right was for a certain 
^time, over a certain portion oS the soil, 
entirely suspendedt . The next precedent 
to which he would advert was, the act of 
.the legislature. rendering the portion of 
land laid qut in tl^a cultjvatioa of madder 
vntitbeable.. It waai thought an object to 
^aeouragC; #e^^©,wth , «f thitt article in* 
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thia.country, while, at thJ same thne, the 
expense attending its cultivation was so 
great as no render it impossible for the 
cultivator to derive a protit from his 
labour, 4' he paid the dues of the church. 
The parliament on this ground grarrledf' 
those who engaged in this speculation 
exemption from the burthen of tithes to 
induce them to proceed. The right of 
property over the partietdar spot laid out 
in the cultivation of madder was as sacred 
as that employed in the production of 
corn; but the legislature annulled it with 
■regard to ^he former.—The hon. and 
learned gentleman, in the third place, 
directed the attention of the House to 
the act of the Irish legislature, by which 
agistment tkhe was abolished. The par- 
liarACut of the sister island had first de¬ 
creed, that to levy agistment lithe was 
“ monstroYs and unconstitutional.” On 
its authorify he would not rely, as the 
measure was allowed to be a violent one, 
and therefore not a fit precedent to jpear 
him out in his argument; but the legisla¬ 
ture of that country Iibd afterwards deli¬ 
berately sanctioned what their predeces¬ 
sors had madly enacted, and that statute 
was now the law of the land. Mere, then, 
was interference in the two kingdoms witl* 
the rights of property tithes. If we 
travelled into Scotland, where* religion 
flourished more than it did here, we 
should find tj^c principles ^ted upon in 
the Euglisli« and kUh parliaments con- 
hrmed by die example of the Scotch 
legislature. In the early <)^riod of the 
seventeenth century, when the notions of 
chuch privileges werew extremely high, 
and abetted by jp sovereign ijhose me¬ 
mory has been honoured b/ the .title of 
the martyr king, a statute was passed in 
ihe Scotch parliament, declaring it un- 
‘ lawful for the clergy to dra*v the tithe in 
kind, and empoweung the proprietor to 
have his tithe valued and sold to him at 
six or nine^years’ purchase (the lowest 
being six, and tiiV highest nUi^, out of 
which he was to pay a fixed stipend to the 
clergyman. The consequence o£ this 
measure was, tliat there remained no tithe 
system i^ ScoUand, no inequality of in¬ 
come among the clergv, no excess of 
revenue, no incoametenc^, as in^iis part 
of the yand. Tn6 lowest living of a 
clergyman was 1^., the hishost gener^ly 
about 2S0l. or 300/., ana . the medimn 
about WQL ^his abelitton of tith^, th» 
competence vfithout (excess, was produq- 
’ tive ,of.iJ!j(e heiiefitsj rqhqvpg 
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a^sricuHure oppressive burthens, 

while it heighwned the respcetabjlity of 
.the clergy, and consequently Vimproved 
the moral and religious condition of the 
^ people. In Scotldnd there wa* no idle 
' beneficed churchman; no pauper perform- 
.ini' the religious services of the parish; 

one sufl'ered from indigence in con¬ 
ducting hib sacred functions, and none 
were raiser! above them by excessive opu¬ 
lence. He mentioned the situation of 
Scotland, not to recoijimcnd a similar 
measure for England, biit to show that 
those might be friends to nalfibnal 'ostab* 
lisliments, and the rights of property 
vested in corporate bodies, who yet had 
jio objections to its regulation.—Varioufe 
measures of regulation bad been projtoscd. 
An hon. friend of his (Mr. Brand) H«id 
recommended a corn-rent as an erjuitable 
measure, lie had objections \ o this pro¬ 
posal, not because it intorferjid with the 
right of property, but because it would 
opepte unfairly on the incomes of the 
clergy, cutting them off’ from all the be¬ 
nefits resulting frofa the improvement of 
land. If land yielded fifteen bushels an 
acre, and afterwards afforded thirty 
Itushels, although the clergy derived from 
the soil as much in ^he first case as 
was necessary fpr their support, and re¬ 
ceived a‘species of income that could not 
much deteriorate, still the clergyman would 
not remain fn the same relative situation 
to the proprietor in the lattv^r as in the 
former instance, unless his ‘part of the 
roduce likcitise improved. There had 
een other plans proposed—one of them 
by the hon. mover of the question this 
evening—;tq which he" coulcl not agree. 
He had seen the bill that he proposed to 
introduce, of which the great principlq 
was to appoint commissioners to survey 
and inspect the land, and then to value 
the tithe, and make an award in conse¬ 
quence, which should be compulsory both 
on the landholder and the^ titheholder. 
He objc^tcd fo this pi^ision, on account 
of the compulsion which it involved.— 
The lion, and learned gentleman then said, 
that, he thought there could not properly 
be dneunifor'm regulation for'ilf the king¬ 
dom, but that a variety of plans might 
adepteffisuitable*‘ to the varied conditions 
oftoip parties, but ndne of them compul- 
aoi^'ioThei^ pould be ho harm in allow- 
ing^in'Oome 'cases a lease, in othei^ a sale, 
indth^'tit^exichange, with'the sanction 
of di^Jiilthortties to which' the superin- 
ioticrests of the chtirch 


was intrusted. A bidiop 6r & patron of a 
living would not be likely to sanction an 
improvident bargain, however much .the 
necessities of the incumbent might induce 
him .to make one. The principle of com¬ 
mutation of tithes was not uevy, as might 
be evinced by appealing to the proceed¬ 
ings on enclosure bills, and attending to 
the manner in vvliicli the interesy/of the 
church were adjusted in such casCs. Here 
the hon. and learned gentleman entered 
into an interesting and elaborate history 
of the steps by which the legislature had 
arrived at the present moc^ of commuting 
the tithe of a common, 'and even of a 
parish, into the property of a fixed portion 
of land. Some general law regulating the 
system of commuting tithes had become 
indispensable. At present the contracts 
between the parishioner and the incum¬ 
bent were constantly liable to be evaded. 
It was desirable that the parties sliould 
liavc the power of binding themselves in 
law to a determinate engagement. The 
holders of benefices would discover that 
their interest was equally engaged with 
the proprietors of lands. It would be ad¬ 
vantageous to all parties that a general 
i;egulation should be adopted against 
taking tithe in kind. This woul? not at 
all infringe on the proprietary rights of 
the church; for, in districts where im¬ 
provement 'was clyefiy carried on, it was 
certain that the w;" did not draw its 
fair tithe. No doubt couUl remain with 
rcspeci to this point, if the House looked 
to the rantal of lands and houses assessed 
to the property tax. It amounted to fifty 
millions; and of this it was not too much 
to sa}', that the church did not receive 
above one-fifth of its due proportion. It 
was, therefore, far from being too hard 
a task-master; and there could be no 
doubt that, for the sake of the establish¬ 
ment itself, it was advisable to plate it on 
a better footing. The landowner would 
gain much,^but the clergy would gain 
more. The just ahd sacred rights of the 
clfirch paij^it, by being guarded against 
the expenses of collection and litigation, 
4)e dbnvcrted from what was very often a 
scanty pittance to an adequate and consi¬ 
derable revenue. The want of such an 
arrangement was the true cause why so 
many thousands of acres were left in a 
state of desert nature, end why, with re¬ 
gard to-what was in cultivation, there was 
a perpetutd squai^ble between the pastor 
•and bis'flock. In paiasbes '. presided over 
*by what waa called a vgoious pancmi, 
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nothing coukl be more detrimental to the 
interests of morality than this kind of 
disputation. Nothing could tend -more 
strongly to alienate the minds of, the 
parishioners from a disposition to r^qeive 
any teacliing from such a quarter.—He 
was aware*that there was another branch 
of this question which would be touched 
upon itftthe course of the discussion, and 
on whi^ he did not feci himself at pre¬ 
sent qualified to enter—he meant the sub¬ 
ject of Irish tithes. It was desirable, in 
his opinion, that this question should be 
considered on its own indejfbndent merits. 
At all events h£ could not but participate 
in the prejudices expresseil by some of his 
bon. friends against getting rid of this 
question by wbat he might call the con¬ 
trivance of a committee. He thought his 
right hoe. and learned friend (sir W. 
Scott) had been*a little too harsli in his 
vindication of ecclesiastical rights; and 
would remind him that there was a report 
of a committee of that House, in which it 
was distinctly stated, that tithes often 
prevented the outlay of capital on lands 
not yet brought into cultivation. Some 
new legislative measure was ‘loudly called 
for to satisfy what was not merely a dis- 
pnsilionTo complain, but in many instances 
a spirit of clamorous discontent. It Svas 
evidently for the advantage of the church 
that the exp^iditure of capUsi in the im* 
provement of laniM^i’jld be encouragejl, 
and with this view that optional and bind-, 
ing engagements should be entered into. 
The article of bops alope snowed liow im¬ 
possible it was for the church to exact its 
legal proportion. Not a hop-pole would 
be raised in Kent or Sussex, if the tithe 
was actually levied. Instead of this, there¬ 
fore a composition was made, by which 
the cultivator peid 2ds. or 30s. where in 
law he ought to pay as man^ pounds. The 
House Si^ht, in his opinion, to interfere 
not by any compulsory enactments, but 
by some measure that shouIB have the 
oilect of removing thflse difficulties by 
whiclt fair and amicable areangeroents 
were at present impeded. 

Mr. Peel said, that it havingbeen ddler-* 
mined to appoint a committee for the li¬ 
mited and specific purpose of inquiring 
into the expediency of allowing 4he pro¬ 
prietors of tithe to^ake arrangements 
with respect to their tithes for a certain 

G riod of years,* under certain regulations, 
hoped that this committee wowd extend 
its inquiry to Jreland* He hoped so, be¬ 
cause There mem petitions from Ireland 
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suggesting the propriety if cnabfing the 
clergy to make arrangeiqjints of this »a« 
ture. Hf hoped so, because the uncer¬ 
tainty with respect to ^tithc, was one of 
the allegad causes of popular discontent 
in Ireland—and he thought there might* 
be some just dissatisfaction and disap¬ 
pointment, if, when an inquiry upon a sub¬ 
ject connected with tithes was acceded 
to in this country Ireland was rnt included 
in it. He hoped so also, because the in¬ 
terests of the church of England ought 
never to be considered in a separate 
point •of viSw from tlic interests of the 
church of li;ieland; in fact, the church of 
England did not exist separately from 
the church of Ireland, lly the .^tii arti¬ 
cle of the union, the churches of the 
two •countries were united into one—one 
protestant episcopal church, under the 
name of *'’«he united cliurch of England 
and Irelan«|.’’ It was possible that cir-' 
cumstances in Ireland might make some 
arrangement with respect to tithe, if fea¬ 
sible, more expedient than in England— 
but he hoped that the Mouse would never 
listen to any proposition witli respect to 
tithes in Ireland, which did not only admit 
tlie full riglit of the church W that pro¬ 
perty, but which adid not also most eilec- 
tually secure the interests of that church 
from injury. He hoped that nothing which 
made it compulsory upon the church to 
exchange the property in tdhe for pro¬ 
perty, of qpotljier description, v^uld ever 
be acceded te. If it were possible to give 
anoption to the parties to ccegmute their 
tithes, and thus introduce certainty and re¬ 
gularity in the payments^ to the clergy, he 
should rejoice at it^rovidfid the, interests 
of individuals could be made "compatible 
with the interests of the establishment. 
l^aDy»regulations would be necessary, in 
the event of such an arrangement, for 
the protection of bo^h parties — the re-t 
ceiver and the payer of tithe. He thought 
there were great difiiculties in the way of 
an arrangement, with respett t« tithes in 
Ireland, even so far as the interests of the 
payer of tithes were concerned.. Tb^ dis¬ 
senters from the established church might; 
prefer a sdlall increase to their rent in the 
place of the present contribution to the 
clergy: but if by relievinglhem frdlh tithe 
you double their payihenta in the way of 
rent — if you makb them p|y ^s. to tlie 
piiddlemgu or the landlord, mstead of lOr. 
to the rector, 70 a confer any thin|;buMt<' 
benefit upon them. He bdieved this con* 
seqqeuce.'fcould result firoor many ^ 
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plane which md been suggested for the 
commutation o^ tithe; not iac^eed from 
those wl^ich proposed the ab^Jition of 
tithe, or an obligation on the church to re¬ 
mit part of their just tithes, but ffom those 
'^'»which proposed to give tlie church some 
|uat equivalent for their present property, 
and none others ought even to be listened 
to. 

Mr. Holne Sumner said, be bad always 
been of opinion, that the time would come 
when the evils resulting from the present 
system of tithes, would force themselves 
on the consideration of parlifiment^ Thr 
present proposition, however, limited as 
the object of the committee was, appeared 
to him to be utterly inadequate to the pui- 
pose in view. He thought that the mere 
appointment of a committee to consider 
the petitions, would be produqtive of little 
good, unless some particular^ object was 
pointed out, on whidi tlieji committee 
should report. It would, in his opinion 
be better to discuss the subject in a 
committee of the whole House, and then 
to appoint a committee upstairs to inquire 
into any particular branches of the sub¬ 
ject ; or auer a discussion in a committee 
pf the whole House, that a biU should be 
introduced. „ 

Sir H. ParneU deprecated mixing toge¬ 
ther the consideration of the tithe system in 
this country and the consideration of the 
tithe system 4n Ireland, as^hey were sub¬ 
jects totahy difierent in theic: nature. The 
plan for Ireland he said, must be much more 
general tbas^i that proposed for England, 
or it would fall very short of remedying 
the evils of the .system in that country. 
He was that*‘thc best course to 

have pursued would have been to have 
submitted to the House, some well-digesU 
ed plan, in the shape of a bill, u^nwhicn 
the whole sifoject might Iiave been fully 
discussed. „ 

Mr. Denis Brmne was also of opinion, 
that the questions of tithes, sts they regard¬ 
ed Enghind ahd Ireland, were totally dis¬ 
tinct. He thought, however, that no step 
would be more desirable for the tranquif- 
limtion of Ireland than an al^ration in the 
sy^m of its tithe laws. Hh s&id he had 
knt^ivn instances in which the catholic te« 
fljMjt rf'five, acres had paid the full dtbe, 
whtbrt a protestant pVoprietorofa thousand 

• " jliprd.Ms^nsaid, be had heard ofapro^ 

clet-gyman's tithes 
tot )at^ This was not h new principle 
iipoa eyery ypat ia.the ' 
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case of enclosure bills. He confessed, 
however, he had doubts of its utility. It 
was calculated to make the clergyman too 
muq}) of a landed proprietor or a farmer. 
Besides, in a system of this kind, if the 
clergyman’s tenant broke, be broke also. 
He would likewise be subjected, to consi¬ 
derable expense for farm-buildings, &c. in 
which he could have only a lifey interest. 
At the same time this scheme had many 
advantages, especially thatof indciitifying 
the clergy, as clfectually as under the pre¬ 
sent system, with the great body ot the 
landed proprietors of the country. If, as 
had been stated, tithes were by law paya¬ 
ble on minerals, this appeared to him hot 
only a grievance, but an actual injustice. 
The profits on minerals were not a rent 
arising from annual reprodnetion, but arose 
ipso facto from a sale of so much c^'the capi¬ 
tal. It appeared tohimtkat the proper sub¬ 
ject of tithes was produce, w’hich was mmu- 
ally renewed and in this view certain fisheries 
were titheable. Iftbere wasalaw subjecting 
minerals to tithes, it ought to be repealed. 
Any alteration to be made should proceed 
on the basis of the present state of pro¬ 
perty, It should be recollected that a 
great portion of the tithes was not only in 
the hands of la^'-impropriators, of ec¬ 
clesiastical corporations which did no 
duty. These tithes originally belonged to 
the vicars,tend he,.saw no reason why the 
ecclesiastical boc|^>: *.louId not be cal- 
.led upon to increase the wretched sti¬ 
pends of 20/. or '30/. a year, which 
were %ow pa'id to these vicars. The 
amendment proposed by the chancellor of 
the exchequer appeared to him too con¬ 
fined in its nature, for the fact was, that 
parliament were every year in the habit 
of recognising the principle of leasing and 
a committee so confined in its object 
would produce no new information what¬ 
ever. 

Mr. Leslie Foster said, that he bad not 
intended tb trespass on the attention of 
the House, but cduld not remain silent af- 
t^ suejj atpicture had been drawn of tlie 
conduct of the clergy of Ireland. Ho felt 
•bofind to enable the House to appreciate 
from facts rather than assertions, whether 
rapacity or moderation was the cliaracter 
of the dergy of Ireland. Paradoxical as 
it might sound, he »was convinced, that it 
was actually to their modeiation they might 
attribute toe attacks which they now bad 
to sustain; ant^bad they ttood as firmly 
k>o their Hghts as ik» clergy of Fh^landt 
they bad net been so mst^lc^ the 
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progression #88 naturally'from plunder to ginating and continu^ an the sa^geetion 
degradation, and from degradation to abuse, of bis eight hon. relation, iRlr.^ Foster—the 
]No otlier body in these free countries had ultimate consequences of which to the in- 
ever been so plundered; they had4)een terests of the establishdient. could hardlv 
robbed by a vote of the House of .<Jom- be appreiliated. When the promised bifl^ 
nions, aboyt eight years ago of the tithes should be brought forward for commuta-'^ 
of agistment, not less certainly than a tion, it would be time enough to discuss 
fourth of their entire property, and this its practicability. The principal difficulty 
robberjlhad been sanctioned by alaw which in his mind would result from the impos- 
was almofet the last proceeding of the Irish sibility of devising any system w*lHch would 
legislature, and which this united parlia- not press far more heavily on the people 
ment would have rejected with indignation, than that which , was complained of, for 
The accusation of having converted them- he was convinced that any compensation 
selves into judges in their ov?n causel, and ftiust Be measured out according to the 
determining every thin^ in their own fa- present right, and not according to the 
vour, was perfectly unfounded. It was a past moderation of the church. No other 
real kindness to the farmer to bring him jTrinciple could be entertained by parlia- 
before the ecclesiastical jurisdiction at the ment, withoift sanctioning the invasion of 
cost of a few shillings, rather than into a prfljferty to any assignable extent. Be- 
court of equity, at an expense that must sides by tho 5th article of the union, you 
be his ruin; and if the church succeeded In must deal out the same measure to the 
most instances, it was because no clergy- one united ehurch in England and in Ire- 
man resorted to the proceeding, except land, and principles resulting from the 
where the farmer was grossly in the practice in England would, he suspeclied» 
svrong. Throughout one half of Ireland amerce the Irish farmer to an extent that 
this rapacious clergy abstained from de- would surprise him; besides if the whole 
manding the tithe of potatoes to which they property of the church were confiscated in 
were unquestionably entitled. Throughout Ireland, there would still remain about a- 
the no^i of Ireland dd. or some such, third of thd entire grievance ^naffected.* 
> trifling sum was accepted Tor the tithe| of He alluded to impropriate tithes, with 
the important article of flax. Of the which the House would not be so Ijasty to 
tithes of gardens, so severely collected in interfere; but he was convinced the clergy 
England, he had never Jieard, Bnd indeed of Ireland had nothing to iy>prehend'ia 
most of the long Sfe^sue of small tithas that House, ex^pt the occasioo|l misre- 
familiar in England,,were in Ireland un- * presentation IRf their conduct; and theit 
thought of. And yet, for alkthose ejfemp- respectability’never cOuld survive if theiff 
tions tlie farmer had no other title than property was destroyed. FrStfte had not 
the forbearance of a church. He had of- sinned and suffered entirely in vain, but. 
ten endeavoured to satisfy his mind of the stood forth, at least, as abegcon for other 
real proportion which they received of nations, exhibiting ^1 the effects of a sys- 
such crops as they did resort to, and he tern which had first invaded the prorperty 
found it in such instances to be notl-lOth, ofher church, under the specious pretext' 
but in general q-25th, or 1-SOtli. He or permitting religion to subsist by her 
knew a large and highly agricultural parish stract claims on the gratitude of mankiod,- 
in the nBijlh of Ireland, where the rectors but finally discardingf it as useless, and 
proposed an agreement to his Qprishioners turning loose a'population alike insensible, to 
of 2s. dd. the English acre, which they its benefits and control. He, tbankod 
rejected as oppressive. * How well would Housefortheirindulgence, onwiSicli when 
English gentlemen, under such oircum- he had risen, he had not intended to Ires- 
stances, be satisfied by a commutation Jof pass further than to prove, that whenever 
double that amount! The nonresidence of 'the established church oFIreland should be 
tlie Irislr cler^ was represented as an made the subject of such statetuents in 
enhancement of the grievance—formerly that House, there was in i|, at lea**!, one 
tl;^is was true; but he asserted, Without man who would not permit'them to pass 
fear of contradiction, however surarising uncootradicted. • 
it might sound, t^at the clergy hf Iceland Mr. Denis Brmone denied^thit he had 
were at present more generally resident charged the Irisji clergy with rapacity, nor 
than their brethren in England; thanks did he mean tojpy a distespectful wmd bf 
to the meMs which htd been afforded by them. 

the splendid liBerafity of this House, ori'* Sir John-'NM/povt -acknowledged: ihlift 
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ihe tcrnis of tM amendment were narrow; 
yet if the result\)f a committee «tas a mea¬ 
sure which enabled the tithe-holdw to make 
B lease with the fithe-payer, it would be 
^^hi^ly beneficial; great advantage would 
"arise from the certainty of the tenant as 
th his payments for a course of 5 ’ears. 
He stated, in proof of this, what had ta¬ 
ken place in tiro parish where he resided, 
where tlicre wak a lease of the tithes for 
twenty-one years at a fixed rate, and there 
had been no disturbance since. Adver¬ 
ting to what had been said ^of the Irish 
clergy, he stated, that, to his knuwledget 
when IMr. Wickham was under-secretary, 
an abominable traffic was carried on by 
many clergymen, namely that of exchang¬ 
ing their livings, in order %o avoid the 
agreement for leases, which they had' En¬ 
tered into, and make new onp? more ad¬ 
vantageous to themselves. It e knew an 
instance where a clegynian ha£threatened 
his parishioners, that if they did not add 
20 ®<. a year to his income, he would ex¬ 
change his living, and they would be com¬ 
pelled to pay mord to the new incumbent. 
A law compelling the grant of leases, for 
years would prevent any abuses of this 
kind. A ^'reat point would bfi gained by 
going so far; for in Irdand it was not so 
much tjie quantum as the mode in which I 
tithes were collected that was the grievance 
complained ff. 

Coion^ fVood wished tc.say something 
on this subject, because he Hired in a part 
of the country where the people were very 
much aliveTh it. He agreed with a noble 
iord (Milton) that there were great ob¬ 
jections to making the clergy large land¬ 
holders asni? farmers. *’ He was friendly to 
the amendment, because, if the extensive 
subject of commutation were entered intq, 
nothing woujd be done this session. The 
best and shortest plan, for the present,' 
would be to authorize the granting of 
leases for twenty-one years: the leases to 
he granted tq the owners of land, not to 
the occujfiers. ** 

Mr. Preston thought that the motion 
did Ikot go far enough, and that a more 
extensive measure ought Ije adopted. 
He had no hesitation in saying, that the 
d^urej^^did aoi at this moment receive 
one-fourth of 'its a(:tual right. He was 
iao inconsiderable proptietor of land, and 
hvrhog defoted above twenty years of liis 
li^ to the. consideration of tiiis sftbject, h* 
felt Mtoseif authorized to/state, that the 
clergy ought not to be permitted to act os' 
4oae, because it was- altogether 
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in opposition to Iheir intereStf. The com¬ 
pulsory measure, the right of valuation, 
he conceived, ought to take place. The 
principle was not new; and, if if were ge¬ 
nerally acted on, it would be productive 
of mndi service to the public?. He did 
not desire to argue this question ftS a mere 
lawyer: he would throw aside all special 
pleading and casuistry on the suln^'ct, and 
speak in the plain, unsophisticated lan¬ 
guage of a country gentleman. The es¬ 
tablished church had at all times found in' 
him a warm and sincere Supporter of its 
rights^ and he should be qlways proud to' 
acknowledge himself one of its disciples. 

After a short reply from Mr. Mewman, 
the motion, as amended, was agreed to, 
and a committee appointed. 

Illicit Distillation.] Mr'. Shaw' 
presented a petition frod the licensed dis¬ 
tillers of the city of Dublin, praying “ for 
an immediate reduction of the present 
high duties on licensed spirits; and the 
petitioners submit that such reduction 
should be so low as would enable the li¬ 
censed distiller to meet the illicit distiller 
with effect in the market; and they feel 
confident that, under such adimyintion of 
duty, the revnnfie would be increased, the 
1 illicit trade destroyed, agiiculturc encou¬ 
raged, and the morals of the people im- 
prbv'cd, ivHIch at present are perverted and 
debauclied by thcnu'-.Wrsal cortsumption 
"of illegal spirits.” Qn the motion, that it 
do lie' on the tcblc, 

Sir ,k>hn Newport could’ not sufier this' 
petition to be received without offering a 
few observations to the House. The right 
lion, gentleman opposite (Mr. Peel) had 
formerly drawn a very faithful picture of 
the state of Ireland ; but there could be 
no doubt whatever that a'^great part of the 
disorganization of the people was occa¬ 
sioned by the immoderate use pf* spirits. 
At least oyc-fifth of the country was ex¬ 
cited to tumult and disorder from this 
cause; and he would then ask the House, 
whetherthSy would consent tosurrender up 
th^ other four-fifths to dninkonucss, by 
' reccing the price of spirits. The petiti¬ 
oners complained of illicit distillation, but 
not in the district of Dublin. In those 
jiarts oPthe country where the use of beef 

E revailcd instead oi' spirits, morals, 
abits, and health of the people had been 
most (batcrially improved. It had been 
shown to the House, by several medical 
reports from the nftst eminent nractiti- 
oners, that since the usc*of beer uad be¬ 
lt 
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come moK> general, the mortality in those 
great districts had decreased in a degree 
, that was almost incredible. The remedy 
for illicit distillation was not to be sought 
by these means, but by calling on.tjic no¬ 
bility and gentry to aid the legislature in 
givingtencct to the established laws. At 
present they found that they could not 
coIleM of their tenants the large rents 
vvliich\hcy imposed on them, unless they 
assisted those persons iit evading the laws; 
this, and this only, was the character of 
tiieir opposition to the existing laws of the 
country. He must acknowledge, however, 
that the Hou^e had iit a great degree to 
thank themselves for the progress of illicit 
distillation in Ireland. Some counties had 
transgressed to an enormous extent; and 
because they made that a plea for rcmitiing 
the penalties, the House had yielded to 
tlieir petitions,* and thereby encouraged 
hopes that, by transgressing again, they 
would procure a remission of the penalties. 

It was impossible to expect good order, 
sobriety, or obedience to the laws, so long 
as the people were kept in a state of in¬ 
toxication. 

Mr. V. Fitzgerald entirely concurred 
in the sentiments of the right bon. baronet, 
and l?oped that the lltmsc would never 
again sanction the principle to wliitdi he 
had alluded. It was lus intention to ad¬ 
here to thejes istiu g bws, aiml he trusted 
that in future tludii'^se would not aej; re¬ 
trospectively, but prospectively. • 

Sir J, Stetcart almost disdained to an¬ 
swer the imputation .whicTr the night bon. 
baronet had thrown out against the landed 
gentlemen of the north of Ireland. He 
would venture, however^ to assert, that 
the statement was founded in gross igno¬ 
rance and mistake. On the contrary, they 
had always aided the civil authority, and, 
in endeavouring to perform their tluty,r 
bad fAji^ucntly exposed themselves to im- 
minent danger. One had been bred at, 
and not long after another Iftd his house 
set on fire. Was it* just, then, that the 
landed gentletnen in tliat parlsof ^the coun¬ 
try should be branded in this manner^ 

For his part, he never saw the jftople 
more sober than at this moment; and he 
denied that the use of beer had been so 
^greatly increased as the right hoa. baronet 
had represented. Dgring the last year there 
“5*^ ® deficiency in the duty on malt 

of not less than 26,000/. It was likely,, 
however, t^t tl^e brew^ies would revive 
again, m the chanttller of the exchequee 
' malU W.fjit* this service. 
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cheapness of spirits woulA not prevent, the 
drinking of them. / .... 

Sir 4. Nevoport explained. He said, 
the right lion, baror^t h^d accused him, 
not in I very gentle or very parliamentary 
terms, of ignorance on this subject. NoW,'^ 
he would state to right hon. baronet 
the words uhich a landed proprietor, in 
the north of Ireland, had used to him, 
when he spoke of suppressing this abomi¬ 
nable system—“ You endeavour in vaia 
to attempt to put down illicit distihation 
in the north. \Se will not support you in 
such an artempt. If we do, how are we 
to gel our. rents from our tenants ?” 

Mr. Sle%vart defended the gentlemen of 
the north of Ireland, particularly those of 
tlic county»of Donegal, from the, charge of 
encouraging illicit distillation. ' Much, of 
the evil was to be attributed to the great 
number (» absentees. In consequence of 
their sec^sion from active duties, the ad¬ 
ministration of the law, in moat extensive 
districts, frequently devolved on a few 
persons, who found it impossible, however 
anxious they were to*[nit down illicit dis¬ 
tillation, ihoiuughly to root out the evil. 

General Matl/iew said, as he knew very 
little about the north of Irelttkd, bo coi^ld 
not assert that the gentlemen in that quar¬ 
ter encouraged illicit di^^tillation ; but ho 
was very suix', that those in the south,, 
with wliich he was well ^caiuainted, gave 
that sj'steni (fvery assistance. There was 
not a gentleman residing on iL% banks of 
the Shannon who did not encourage it, by 
purchasing what was calleds^ that coun¬ 
try, putteen. That was whiskey made in 
a little iron pot, the Itish for which was 
putteen, and thenee the liquor derived its 
name. The gentlemen pu*cl)ascd this 
spirit—they placed it regularly in their 
cellar—and there was not one of them who 
did not regularly ask his Quests, “ Will 
you have the puttegn, or the legal spirif?” 
As lie (general Matthew) preferred good 
claret to bad port, he always answered, on 
such occasions, ‘^give mo the^ifitteen in¬ 
stead of the inferior whiskey” [a Ia%h], 
The right hon. secretary had stated on a 
former evening, as he understood (and he 
wislied td be set right on this point), that 
there were 1,889 parlies emfdoyeii to put 
down illicit distillation.* These*pa!tles. 
however, were only 'additional incentives 
to the offence which they wijfe appoint¬ 
ed to suppress, * 

Mr. Peel dMiad jtb^t he had 
the number of parties to be employed on 
‘ s serpec, lie hi^d kid, that ihe 
(2 Z);*.' ■ ■ 
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Bumbelr bf quar^rs for the army in I fcland t 
was 4>11—for miliary and civil^ rij.ir^oaes, t 
including the a^istance to be giv& in the t 
collection of the revenue. i 

General Mattheiv. Well, thefi, these { 
M1 parties, I say, are additional incentives < 
to jllitit distillation. „ ^ 

Mr. Peel. 1 have not said that 411 1 
parties are employed on this service. : 

General Matthew continued. If the < 
right bon. gentleman pleased, he would 
suppose that 411 parties were so cm- I 
ployed; and he would still argue, that . 
they would increase, instead oV diminish* i 
ing the evil. It was almost impossible for i 
them to discover those who were engaged 
in this trade. They could easily conceal' 
the iron pot which was used in'distillation. 
And what was the consequence? Why, 
the persons who we^e^sent out t to destroy 
this trade, assisted in supportn^g it, for 
they could get nothing but p^Jtteen to 
drink. Besides, those who thus infringed 
the law, were protected by their landlords. 
He Old not mean to say that it was so in 
the north ; but such was the case in the 
south, and such was the case in the west. 
The chancellor of the exchequer for Ire¬ 
land knew • full well that the^ practice 
existed in the county of Clare. The evil 
was supported even by the government. 

• Lords-iieutenant; particularly one noble- 
mao, whom i^was not necessary for him 
to name, preferred this putteen, as every 
other marf of judgment did, Vo the com¬ 
mon whiskey. During the Ictst summer, 
the lord clia-ttellor of Ireland, lord Man- 
nerf, would drink nothing but puttecn; 
atid the marquis of Abercorn pursued the 
same course.^ He did ribt blame them for 
making.use of good spirits, instead of bad. 
The Irish chancellor, he understood, re-^ 
fused every otiyer spirit, except puttecn, for 
these reasons—he found it extremely useful 
to his constitution, and the finest diuretic 
in the world []A laugh]]. Neither the lord i 
chancellor of Ireland, nor life secretary 
for Irelandv could denf that this illicit 
spirit was thus generally used. He be- 
lievedithat almost every man in the county 
of Limerick supported illicit d^tillation. 
There was but one way to‘destroy this 
evil; and that w^as by revising the magis- 
tr^ of^lreland.'^which was at present in- 
't(derid}le. The magistrates of the south 
were iutolerebif!. They connived at this 
infiraetioQ of tim law; they took meney as 
a lMdbe«IO' si^r it to go oh [No, no!]. 
cotdd prove it. The (imager took a 
chea (hna this’person, and a guinea 
1 > 
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that person, that he mi^ht overlook thpse 
town-lands which had incurred penalties, 
and place them on those on which no ot- 
fence liad been committed. The gallant 
general then contended, that the only 
eilectual remedy for this monstrous evil, 
was a purification of the roagistiMcy ot 
Ireland, which the government did not 
seem anxious to commence. He lU‘d re¬ 
commended to lord Manners a person 
tvhom be considered every way eligible 
for the situation of justice of the peace. 
His lordship declined attending to this rc- 
■ commendation, because it was not sanc¬ 
tioned by the governor oi the county; 
without which, he observed, bis predeces¬ 
sor never placed a gentleman in the com¬ 
mission. To this he (general Matthew) 
answered, “ that his lordship must be mis¬ 
taken-being an Englishman and a fo¬ 
reigner, he did not perhaps know how the 
matter stood.” The fact was, that he had 
recommended no less than three gentle¬ 
men to his lordship’s predecessor (Mr. 
Ponsonby), who were all appointed. It 
was remarkable, that lord Donougbmore, 
that distinguished individual, who was go- 
yernor of the county, had recommended 
tlic same gentleman to lord Manij/;rs, os 
proper for the commission, whom he (ge- 
ncrafMatthuw ) had previously mentioned. 
The answer of the chancellor of Ireland 
to lord Donoughmoty was, “ tkat he could 
not appoint this pcftrJ-V^^ur reasons which 
it was unnecessary for ,him to enter into.” 
The inViividuai ,{nas rejected was a most 
respectable gentleman : to be sure he w’as 
a Catholic: that might be an objection in 
the eyes of lord Manners, though, per¬ 
haps, it would hot be so considered by 
any other person. The gallant general 
was again adverting to the support which 
* illicit distillation received Trom the land- 
‘lordi? of Ireland,, when 

JSir G. Hill spoke to order, [le con¬ 
ceived it liighly improper that a noble 
lord, a member of the other House, should, 
along with the chancellor of Ireland, be 
accused, i)y ifae gallant general, of encou¬ 
raging an infraction of the law. He had 
feason to know that the charge was not 
correct. 

General Matlhm said, he did not state, 
of his own knowledge, that those noble, 
ersons had acted in the way he described; 
ut he bad heard it mentioned in all the 
,public cemn^les in Dublin. Hiey were 
not, howew, singular in theit taste^ 
Other noble lords naJ shdwd an equal 
love for potieen. Nd mtm ever liked it 
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better tha» the duke ef Rutland. The 
gallant general concluded by again point¬ 
ing out the necessity of revising the ma» 
gistracy of Ireland. 

General Hart said, that the geQt^emen 
of the count}' of Donegal gave every as¬ 
sistance ift their power to the revenue, in 
suppressing illicit distillation. 

Mr4Z}a^ stated, from his own personal i 
knowl^ge, that lord Manners liad ap¬ 
pointed many gentlemen to the commis¬ 
sion of the peace, knowing them to be 
Roman Catholics. As far as he had an 
opportunity of judging, the landlords of 
Ireland were hiost anxious to put down 
the system of illicit distilfation.- 

Mr. Vrittie said, that the south of Ire¬ 
land was over-run with private stills, and 
that no mode could be so well calculated 
to remove this evil, as the selection of an 
.eilicient magistracy, lie felt a high re? 
spcct for the present cbuneellor of Ire¬ 
land ; and therefore it gave him conside¬ 
rable pain, when he said, that be should 
feel it his duty, in the course of a few 
days, to bring the conduct of that noble 
lord, with respect to the nomination of 
magistrates, under the observation of pai>^ 
liament. 

Mr.^ee/ said, he shouW not answer the 
charges which had been marie against' the 
government of Ireland; the manner in 
which they made rendered that task 
unnecessaryr iWinh^Ald re-state whatjie 
hud said on a former occasion as to the 
appointment of the magist^cy. The lord 
chancellor never accegted Uic unsupported 
recommendation of any county member, 
considering that he had his interest in the 
county to support, and might be biassed 
by party considerations. The government 
always paid attention to the governors of 
counties and to«the judges of assize. 

Mr. Windham Quin said, the petitioners 
only prayed that the duties might l^e 
lowered,* for the purpose of preventing 
the system of illicit distillation. They 
also complained that,^)ndcr the present 
system or high duties, this eviHia^ greatly 
increased. He would give one instance: 
in Limerick, not more than two years tigof 
there were one still of 1,500 gallons, and 
two of 500; there was now but one of 
500, the others bad ceased. The*iDcrease 
Tif fines for illicit dhifillation had gone to 
su(d> an extent, that in the town-lands ,they 
were so great,* tliat it was impossible to 
levy them. No pscsons .would take land 
in those distrjiBtS) lesithey should be liable 
to those io^jpestse^oa die houses aaost no- 
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r the sale of Inis liqiior were 
those in ^hicli disorders ijlf every kind had 
grown t| a great extent. . 

Mr. IV, Smith said/ th^t the inquiry 
ought tb be made in the most general ^ 
manner. In England the great distilleridS 
had decreased from ten to four. In Scot¬ 
land a similar reduction was found. The 
fact was, that bo the liquor wholesome or 
not, the cheaper it was the greater u'as its 
consumption, and the more insubordina¬ 
tion generally fojlowcd the facility of get¬ 
ting it in society. Any body who had 
»seen»[logafth’s admirable picture of Gin 
Alley, had.secn this growth of vice admi¬ 
rably depicted. Whatever inquiry was 
Sidoptcd ought to be a general one. 

Sir N. Cnllhurst said, that the -growth 
of illicit distillation in Ireland had gone to 
a most unprecedented degree. 

The peK^tion was then laid on the table; 
After whiqli, 

Mr. French rose to follow op the sub¬ 
ject by moving for a committee of inqipiry. 
He complained that, under the present 
system, the innocent well as the guilty 
were punished by the levying of fines: 
93,000^. had been levied in one year—of 
which halS w^ent to the guager, and half 
the Crqwn. The act had been in force 
only twelvd'or thirteen years, and yet not 
less than 6,000|f persons bad been prose- * 
cuted, so that the prisons w^re absolutely 
ci'ovvdcd. Ip often happened that the 
person guil^ could not pay dbove ten 
shillings, and the collector went to those 
in the township who could kstat bear the 
fine. He would ask whether any man, 
conscious of his innocence, could bear to 
be thus unjustly stripped o’f h^s property ? 

It was utterly in vain that government 
made grants for the encouragement of re¬ 
ligion in Ireland, when the^ people were 
brought up to systematic perjury, in or¬ 
der to save the stilte and their produce. 
Then the expense of prosecutions was 
enormous: ifl 1802 it had been 402^. 12s, 
Gd.; in 1807 300^ but in Isi^Cbt^ewag 
disbursed for boards of council, 14^0501. 
while the expenses of the local solieitor* 
general vvere 53,800/., and those; die 
second solicitor, 30,^5/. i The bill of 
costs for the prosecution ^f the 6^000 in¬ 
dividuals he liad mentionedwast 30,^7/., 
and the expenses of one province in fines 
amounted to 105,657/- Hpve could peo- 
,ple be. ivLtimit who had^ these enormous ' 
sums drawn fibrn them for crimes ofcwhioh 
they were not feuilty ? The hon. gender ■ 
man then fioneduded by mdving, ** That » 
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select ctomittdb be appointed tb iiK^uiro 
into the causes extent of illi^jit distiN 
lation of Spirits in Ireland, and ^nto the 
best means for,fhe<j)revention thereof, and 
into the operation and efl'ect of the pre¬ 
sent laws and regulations enaeled fur the 
suppresGiOK thofcof, and to re|)ort their 
observations thereupon to the House." 

V Gfencrnl Ilntt seconded the motion, and 
observed, that (hose highly disciplined 
troops tlirougliout Ireland, he was sorry 
to say, alter liaving acdueved honours 
abroad, never I)efoie excelled, and there¬ 
by restoring peace to their codntry, 'wore 
now, it could not be denied, degraded to 
the situation of being obliged to obey ex- ! 
cisemen in the perfunnance of a system* I 
x'ery similar to that before cpioted. Ho 
urged the necessity of a committee thdt'it 
tuight be explained, to British members 
the situation Ireland was placed in, with 
respect to the exi^ting excise Isiiws. 

Mr. h'itsgerald would have wisiicd 
bon.^gentlcnicn to iiavc been a little more 
sparing in their invectives against the 
measures of governhicnt, and in their ex¬ 
aggerated statements of the present condi¬ 
tion of Ireland, until the committee, which 
b« had no 
examined 

subject. He was very ready to admit, 
that it was fit to inquire in^o tlie disorders 
which now ei^isted in that tnihappy coun¬ 
try; but there was not Ipiic argument 
which th/ hon. member who spoke last hud 
used, which might not apply &s well to any 
other which had been adopted as 

to the present. I'lie House bad been 
told that lialf the population of Ireland 
had been invluced to ndtedc to the laws as 
they now stood, because half the fine, 
winch amounted to 501., was applied to 
the use of ii^rmuries, and other public? 
institutions; and it was now complained 
that the same sum wac not granted wlien 
the fine was reduced to 251., just half the 
turn. 

Sir .hlka I'^ewpoH stfird, that in what he 
had stated on a former occasion on the 
subject of the duties on spirits, no one was 
idore devoid of personal con^derations 
tlwn himself, because he had neither es- 
tralhih^ nor recommended the present 
sySiWto J but he was^ decidedly in favour 
"in-opposition to c^unkenness, vice, 
atfthitnbiorality, which the cheapness of 
•plrivt'^ltebded to promote. to the, 

the Ulster gentlemen, of 
distillatiob, if the hon. 

' into the annals 



Irish parliament, he would havt; seen that 
even when lord Clare was attorney-gene¬ 
ral, that charge had been made, and he 
believed it to be well-founded. He was 
convinoed that in those places where the 
fines upon town-lands had been levied 
strictly, the most beneficial efTeects had 
followed. 'J'hc right hon. baronet read a 
statement of the number of stills^which 
had been surrendered in districts where 
the fines had beeli levied. In Derry three 
legal stills had been established since the 
fines had been levied. The parliament 
should'persevere in one system. The in¬ 
habitants had on|,v 'to be convinced of the 
determination of tlie government to exe¬ 
cute tlie law, and it would be obeyed. 
Nothing was more dangerous than perpe¬ 
tual vaccination. Wlien great evils were 
to be combated, great aversion was always 
shown to the Jaws, and aN the arguments 
of distress would bo urged ; but to remove 
the high duties on spirits and the town 
fines, would be fatal to the Irish brewery 
and the morals of the people. 

Mr. l,€slie Foster said, that if the sys¬ 
tem of fines were given up, that of impri¬ 
sonment must be adopted to a much 
Objection to grant, should have L‘greater extent, and the expense of tbo 
a little more minutely into thCi] prosecutions wduld fall principally upon 

the people, who were already sufficiently 
oppressed. When the exjierinient w'as 
foixncriy mfide of ^ibandonjiig the fines, 
the law expenses ^lj,pS«^*^..clCh greater than 
Kt the present time. lie wished the 
Housed would diuw the present course 
pursuedtin Ireland t.o exist; for of this he 
was firmly convinced, that tlie fining sys¬ 
tem had never 3 ’ct had a free trial. 

Sir ./. Stexeatt said :—I can assure the 
right hon. gentleman, the secretary for 
Ireland, that neither he nor any of his 
friends on tlic bencli bc>low, can more 
sincbrely wish to remove the evil com¬ 
plained of thanl do; and, as far hs man 
can go, consistent with the safety and the 
principles of the British constitution, and 
tiic spirit of its lawfi, I shall heartily co¬ 
operate ,wilti him. Beyond that I must 
pHtkse—and now 1 shall feel it my duty to 
tall*the attention of the House to the sta¬ 
tute which is immediately connected with 
the subject b^ore us, and which, by what 
has fallen from the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer for Ireland, i lament to find he 
determined to persist, in contin^Uin^a 
statute «o pregnant with rdin to my coun¬ 
try—-so repugnant to the best princi^es 
of our constitution, th&t I ghtili but ex¬ 
plain it to-the House by otaUng its non- 
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strous onactencnts. Firet, however, to not admit 6f an accessary, ind all*aiding 
draw the attention of gentlemen to it—our and abett^g are princip^. They are, 
constitution gives us, as. our birth-right, then, not yrincipals, for tne law has dis- 
personal security.—security of property, posed of ntem already, jif then, they are 
and tire privilege of moving wh<ir§ we not guilt}! as principals, I ain warranted to 
please; these are die birth-rights of a Bri- say they are not guilty at all, as the sta-» 
ton. T|*e'security of property one class tuto has not created any new oftence be- 
of our birthrights, is what materially novfr neath that of principal in this case. They 
conccris our debate. Every man has a are then innocent, and they arc punished, 
right to'ase tlio property that he possesses But there is one case in the British law, 
by inheritance, or by bis agreement, as when mere knowledge of a crime intended 
he pleases, provided the use he makes of to be committed is made an offence, and 
it does not interfere with the restrictions there is bnt that one, it is high treason, 
that every state has a right'to impose on whercy by statute, the mind is made guilty, 
it. The state‘here hits imposed a res- Suppose, thyn, the legislature intended in 
trietion on the use of,the*produce of the. this case to pronounce the mind that knew 
earth, as far as to prohibit the proprietor of a still being set up in a parish, and did 
from turning it into spirits, unless under not discover the fact, to be a guiltyjjiind, 
certain regulations. The state had a right why»has it not said so ; for if it had said 
so to do, and the offence against such a so, then the man possessing that mind 
regulation is a cninc not viuttim in se, but w'ould havt; a righf to be tried by a 
tnaluw prohtiilum. Thus conformably to jury of his country, as in case of trea- 
this power, the statute enacts, that the son, and to have the benefit of, the law. 
man u ho siiail so use his corn against the But here you do not give him that de. 
provisions of this statute, is guilty of a fence, or any of those defences fiiafc 
inisdcnieanor, and shall be punished by can be made in the diighest crimes.— 
fine and imprisonment, lie has the con- In treason, the visitation of providence on 
stitutioiial defence of the interference ofiJ the idiot and the lunatic are defences, 
one jury between his innocence and accu- [The infant* citnnot sin ; bu4’I>»re it is noi 
sation, lind another jury between accusa- jjpfence, that th^ person fined for not 
tion and guilt. So far 1 agree with all lowing tlm misdemeanqr was about to 
the provisions of the statute as perfectly be committed, iiad not a mind tb know 
consonant tf^jji^i^piiit of ous laws, and the difference lytween right|and wrong; 
the prinoiples t^onstitulion, Ihit it is iib dcfenc^to say, “ 1 was absent and 

next comes a further enactment, in ita could not prevent it. I was at Waterloo 
provi.-iuns widely deviatljig^from live line fighting.for }miT, and I could not aid your , 
of justice, and enacting a punishvant on excisemen in Ireland—I waaMpk in bed, 
certain individuals, because their residence and could not rise—1 was blind, and could 
happened to be within a certain district, not see—I was a cripplq, and could not 
near to the place where tlie offence of il- walk.” No, this daw, by’ a hqrrid and 
licit distillation had been discovered. At barbarous grasp, takes into its fangs the 
first til" parish was fined .'50/., and after- ^ed and the infant, the young and the 
wards the t-iwn-kmd 25/. British—now, as ^d, the blind and the lame, the idiot and 
the stHtuie indicts this penalty on ceitain ’the lunatic, like the gravc,*it levels all 
inhabitants not charged with the offentje distinction. You oppose the dispensation* 
of boing'prcsciit, aiding or abetting in the of providence; you punish the creature 
prisoner’s offence of distillin'^, we must indicted by ^temporal derangement, be- 
examine the statute to^ee what species of cause be does not «nderstaiftl; HHe infirm 
crime it charges these iudivMuqls w’ith. and bed-ridden cripple, because he cannot 
But, Sir, we look in vain; the statute walk; the child, because he cannot speak, 
does not venture to define any crime* foi» and all because they will not turn informers 
if it did do that, the indiyMhol charged of what they cannot know. Thus is every 
would, by the constitution|||||||p his birth- principle of our constitution violateu. 
right of trial by jury. W^|Hb therefore, You deny defence, and/ou do ndt name 
TO conjecture, and Jry if Hh cau deve- a crime, but you punish an unknown crime 
lope what species'^of offence the statute without any redress, and all fco lay your 
intmded to stigmatize those inliabitants ^people open to the plunder and rapine of 
with. It is clew they arp neither princi- revenue officets, whom you enriok with 
pM nor .aidi^g^nd.<^betting; indeed, in ■ the spoils of your unoffending subjecte. 
mudcmeaaofs oSthis species, the law dpes' When you.flhus by law confound guilt 
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forded the means of rewarding merit; but 
the factVas, that they were very seldom, 
if ever, used for that purpose. He would 
ne!Kt call the attention of their lordships 
to the increase of salaries made during the 
year, though it was a year of great and 
peculiar distress; and if he did not now 
4 well on the enormous increase in the ci¬ 
vil list, it was only because another oppor¬ 
tunity wou^d soon arise for discussing that 
question. It would then be seen that a 
new office of 1,500/. p-ycar had been in¬ 
stituted, though it was utterly unncccssai^. 
The noble barl opposite had h.iinself acted) 
in such a way as, in the better times of 
the constitution, would have subjected 
him to impeachment and to punishment,*, 
for l)c had undertaken, of his 9 wn motion, 
to supply the watits of his royal insstcr 
with 70,000/. of the public money. He had 
understood that the‘motion which he was 
about to make woi.ld be met by the obser¬ 
vation, that a commission was* already ap- 

? oigted to investigate all these matters. 

'bis commission, however, though its 
members w'ere np doubt respectable per- j 
sons, yet consisted entirely of the minis¬ 
ter’s friends—that is, the judges were the 
. friends of the party to be judged, and ap- 
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in a suit,at law. one of the parties should 
have the power of mak^ its own solicitor 
and advocate the judges^ its cause/ And 
yet it would be as reason 9 |.ile to expect 
impartiality in this case as pi the Other. 
How would this commission of subalterns 
proceed, against their superior officers / 
How would they be treated, if they should 
take the round the government office^ 
and telLeachi of them in turn that they 
were unnecessary ? Their superiors would 
either not deign to answer them at all, or 
perhaps woipld tell them, with a laugji, 
that if those offices were good for nothing’ 
else, at least they etu:ouraged the breed 
of young politicians. All these things, he 
submitted, were fit subjects for in^iry; 
for if thhypicontinued in «ieir present state, 
he feared that we should soon arrive at 
tha4^v^dful crisis so eloquently described 
by the Roman historian, wheq we could 
neither bear our^ices nor the cure of 


He trusted that the illustrioug prince and 
his royal consort would, above all things, 
take care to live within the income which 
parliament had provided for them. The no¬ 
ble pari then moved,That acommittcebe 
appointed to consider what jdaces and of¬ 
fices may be abolished, consi'gtently with 
the public safety.” *• 

I'he Earl of Liverpool observed, that as ^ 
to the general pm>c’iple of the motion just 
made, there could be no diilcreiicc of opi¬ 
nion, but lie should think it unwise to 
accede to it, because it would hold out 
expectations to the public which could 
not be fullilled. ^fbe noble carl had en¬ 
tered upon so wide ^ field, that be could 
only follow iiftn tft»ough'some of his de¬ 
tails. A&/to the n^^tivi'angenients con¬ 
nected x^th the civil list, a Bill on this 
subjeejTwould soon be before their lord¬ 
ships, when he should ithink it his duty' 
to enter upon the fullest explanations. 
Tlie abolition of sinecures appeared to him 
to be a matter of at least very doubtful 
policy. It was true, that a parliamentary 
committee had in tlie year ]807 recom¬ 
mended such abolition; but if any bill had 
been brought in on the subject, he should 
have given it his decided opposition, for 


.^em. What would be said if he was certain that it would hav^' tripled. 


•^ices 

thejm--‘‘ Ad id flagitii nos lapso% esse, ut 
nec vitia nur. • 


nay'quadrupled, the expenditure which it 
was intended to diminish, ^'be fact was, 
that there was no country where the 
salaries of great officers were so> small, or 
had been so litfle augmented, as in this 
counl,ry. Let any onh look at the last fifty 
years, and compare the increase of salary 
with the increase of price in every article, 
and he would be convinced that the rise 
of official salanics bad been less than auy 
other rise. There had been many in¬ 
stances of persons totally ruined^ in ^r- 
tune by the public service; and indeed 
sueh must be the case, unless the public 
officer had a'reasonable private^ortune. 
The noble earl liad alluded to offices per¬ 
formed by deputy, but he seemed to have 
forgot that an act af parliament had been 
passed which rendered it obligatory in all 
fijiii r? colonial appointments that no per- 
soif* should be appointed, unless he goes 
out and re»idw. The question of 


question ot esta- 

__ ^ blistfmcnt might be divided into two heads, 

nec%itia nec'remedia pati‘ posfumus,” ^e old»and the new. With respect to the 
The noble earl concluded by pronouDcjing former, he shoul^^not recommend their 
an eulogium on the ^character of the abolition, unless a very strong case of abuse 
pnnoe of *Saxe-Cobourg, who, k wasJrcould bp made out, nor dki he think that 
anderstpod, had honourably dedined such a measure ^ould be advisable, e#£h 
peerage^ Riat be might not insomemea- on the score of economy; foF^thesubr 
sur&I^ opippelledfTOmrx in party politics.* j^twere looked at m J^litjflbjfppcbcff it 
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would not b» found easy to conduct the public services, and he was perfcctJy ready 
public business on a cheaper scale. As to to agree that it would bo detrimental not 
the establishments which had sprung up to provide for those who had served the 
with the war, he thought them a very state, yet, allowing all thisj he must still 
proper subject for consideration : jif they maintain that it was a very fair 'Question, 
couki not be proved to be economical*or w’hether these sinecures had been duly 
absolttclj^ nScessary, they ought to be applied to the purposes for which it was 
.aboliflied. Ihit yet the investigation of said they were designed. Even though it 
this matter belongedyLp the government; should be allowed (which he was by no 
it was for the executi^^Ato originate in* means disposed to allow) that sinecures 
quiry, and then* as in duty bound, to lay were the best means of rewarding public 
the result before parliament. This prin- men, still it might be considered whether 
ciple had been recognised very lately by th^y might not be better regulated. It 
the other side of the Hou *e, w'hen they v?as pretty Evident that* many of them 
culled upon their lordships to address the might be better administered than at pre- 
Prince liegent that <b^.>i^al highness sent; and as an illustration, he would 
would revise the ari^ estimates. The dIVect their lordships’ attention to a sine- 
principle surely was more particu'iarly ap- cure lately facant by the death of a nbble 
plicable to the investigation of thV\ great friefiQ of his, the earl of Buckinghamshire, 
branch of oHicial services, becau^ go- That sinecure had been w’orse than use- 
vernment only could supply the necessary less, for it had served a screen to the 
information. The coinmi.ssion appointed most shockir\g abuses, and the most abo- 
bv tlie cxccnlive, consisted of most re- minablo frauds. It was not to be expected 
spoctable persons ; and though it was ob> that the late war should have been brought 
jected that they were friends of the minis- to a conclusion without creating new of- 
ters, yet it should he recollected that their fices, or augmenting the ^emoluments of 
report would be laid before parliament, those already in existence; but when peace 
and parliament would decide on its merits, was concluded, it became parliament to 
Parliameijt, therefore, shopld wait the re- inquire into* the propriety of contl jjaiiUL 
•suit of this investigation, which govern- places that war only renderW n?ccs8ary, 
nient were so willing to institute, and or diminishing the salary o'f thosfe whose 
whicli thcrcfojV rendered the present mo- duties were diminyfled in consequence of 
tion quite unnecessary. Undc» this view a now stale of tilings. BJany such offices 
of the |:asd lie' should iTi%ve the previous had been crealcd or increased in pmolu- 
questioii. , nient, and tl:fe cxahiination of them was 

The Marquis of Lamdoxm insisted*that proposed by his noble friend. But he did 
the noble earl had gives very iiisuificicnt not depend upon.general inference—there 
reasons for moving the previous question might be an appeal to facts: accounts were 
on a motion which was loudly called for required to be laid before parliament every 
under the peculiarly distressed circum- year since 1807. Every yekr we found 
stances of the country. The motion did additional offices or increase of salaries; 
.dfiot^prejsdge the question, hut merely and the continu'al justification of both was, 
rested on the jjrimdfacie ground that great tji:lt war required a greater* degree of 
augmentations had been made in all vigour, or a more extended expenditure, 
branches 'of the public establishments. ‘ We bad now attained peace—the duties 
Where should the people look for the of once were seduced—the expenses of 
means, the integrity, the courage, neccs- livingVvcre likewigp reduced-»-a^ former 
sary to conduct a satisfactory inquiry, un- grounen of justification or apology were 
less they looked to^ parliament ^ Parlia- removed—biit what was the conseq^enfe ? 
nient had been the*engine for inffictii^ Our expenses had been in some w^irt- 
those great and grievous busthens, ^icH, ments rcdLA;ed 70,000/^ but iii others 
whether necessary or not, ha4.been bt>HJc raised 200,000Z.; so that peace, instead of 
with the utmost patience: and to parliaA generally lessening our burlhens, hadfn- 
xncn&r therefore, the people must Io6k for\ creased theca upon the total amount. But 
alleviation ; nor could t^ey be expected \the noble earl contended, that there was 
to rest satisfied qp the ipse dixit of any mo nccessi|y for any parliaraentPry inquiry 
minister, that such or such an office was into the propriety of these ebarggSf 
nccdhary.JU^had been generally admitted, government had already appointed com- 
that the principle of wechres could only rvissioners of its owh-'^o^^ainine into all 
be advocated on th» ground of re.warding*f practicable fcddctions. This committee 
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could »ot enjoy so much of his confi- term of cash payments, 'tke ofher a<I- 
deuce es to supersede io his opinion the vances oh former occasions from the bftnk 
necessity, of parliamentaiy investigation, had been made in exchequer bilis, and 
Whed was this committee of government had produced no ciiangc on the currency 
iq>p^tedf of whom did it consist? and of the country; but the present loan was 
W^at was .the extent of its powers ! On maBe in such a way as must cither throw 
tJw 2nd of April notice was given of the a greater quantity of bank papej into cir- 
iotentioD of ministers to inquire into the culalion, or force the bank to diminish its, 
practicability of reductions, and on the discounts, and thu% embarrass the trade 
dtfa the commission was appointed and and the cotnmeyd^ of the nation. The 
instructed. This was the first time we increase of bank .stock hatl increased the 
hod seen any effective resolution of go- gains of this corporation, and had made 
vernment to redeem their pledge of eCo- tlietq, rince the restriction act passed, 
nomy. It did uot occur t(f miniAers ih amount to 23*^millions. Something should 
the course of the winter tht^t any thing be done to reduce our establishments, our 
could be done for the public; but when a offices, our exijetKliture. He could not 
parliamentary investigation was threatened, say to wli»t * extel^^reduction could be 
then their economical labours rommenced. carried ;y>^ut if an mtenipt to introduce 
They appointed a*'commissionof theii*ewn econon^y was made, it would do much to 
friends, who agreed^ to enter on their du- calm flie minds of the people, and to esta¬ 
tes at eight and forty hours notice. They blish the confidence of the country in the 
sallied forth in the\r enterprise, armed with wisdom of its legislature. Distress as was 
ministerial authority, and promised to save known to their lordships, hud excited dis- 
tha exertions of parliament by fulfilling its turbanccs in some populous districts; the 
functions. It appeared, however, that their multitude had been excited to tumult, 
ability was not«equal to the wishes they and to the commission of acts of atrocity; 
expressed, or the promises their friends it had been deluded with respect to iu 
held out. They jvere new practitioners own interests, and had ])rbcecdcd in 
(Im meant nothing offensivef* to the indi- courses that tended to its own destruction. 
'riCfQlli's) uiicL-.'inacquaiotcd with the exteub It might be th'b‘'duty of some of tlicir lord-, 
of the duty thtey'h?d undertaken ; and the ships, in the exercise of their official duty, 
consequence was, tha^ two months they tp explain to the misguidfd people the 
had done nothing, /^commission had source of^their delusions, tp enforce the 
been appointed to inquirfi ieto the state of principles of gpod governmeirt and civil 
the civil list, under nearl)tthe same cir- order, to restore them to contentment and 
cumstances, wl^h the same powers, and peaeriful habits. What accession of in- 
its labburs had been attended with the fluent* would thqir lordships gain for the 
same inefficiency; but although govern- discharge of these important duties, if, 
ment had appointed more active and mttre in addressing their misguided countrymen, 
efficient con^issions than it had done, it tliey could slmw to them, that as legisla- 
became parliament not to depend upon tors they had been attentive to their in- 
the result of their iDvestiga*uoas. No other terests, that they felt for their ^‘stregfcs,^ 
prospect ceuld be eqjoyed of an alleviation and had endeavoured chy judicious eco- 
of the public burthens. By redtking the nbray to alleviate their burthens ! The 
public burthens we might save the nation i noble marquis concluded by saving, that 
from - some of the ruinqjus measui^s to in delivermg his opinions on the present 
which ,it wgs forced to resort for mising occasion, he conceived himself discharging 
llie nectary revenue The cp^exion his public duty ; that he could not give a 
be^cen the government and the bank of ; jilent vote in the circumstances in which 
E^ltaid, wliich was one of those impo- this motion was brdlight forward; and 
litic and dangerous expedients of pro-* ilfat woul^support it, as he concurred 
curing money, n^ht have been prevented ii^s objects. 

by/nore economical measures. •The noble * ^Fhe Earf of Harrowbi/ believed, that 
e^l had expressed his approWion of. the ron ulhsides it was admitted that somq new 
jwik xestriction, am] he would np doubt I offices should b^reated during the war, 
aapetiou ]^at measure by which 25 pen uod that others should be increased in 
cent., vyaa added to the capita stock^pf salary, as they had increilsed in duty ; but 
thfhBak, tmoD the contlition of loan it was nut nttcessary for parlianteat to 
of three millions, wh ich Was clogged .with inquire into them fqr the pu1|lfbse of gain- 
atipulaUtms remove further the ung information coni^igahg as a 

• 
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statement pf their number and emola 


ments was everj year laid on the table of 
the House. A commission, too, bad been 
appointed by government, as stated by 
the noble marquis, in April last, to inquire 
into the practicable reduction of ail pieces 
so circumstanced; and the question was, 
whetheiP the House, disregarding what 
government had done, or unwilling to 
wait the result of 'its measures, should 
proceed immediately W interrupt the 
labours of its commissioners, and to take 
the investigation into its own hands ? The 
noble marquis complained, that gbvcrn- 
ment was tardy in appointing this com¬ 
mission, and that it to(^ no steps towards 
this end, till iftipell^d 'tiy^the .terrors of 
parUamentary invotitigation. This was 
not consistent with fact. The intention 
of appointing a comrhission of' inquiry 
had very early been manifested. A cir¬ 
cular had been addressed to the different 
departments ordering them to prepare 
such information as they could furnish 
concerning the reductions that might be 
eflected in them without detriment to the , by which they had professed to be actuated 
public service. Offices created during the [ for the public advantage,*and the repeated 
war, and for discharging duties that the war promises of economy they had made. He 
only imposed—offices previously existing, appealed to the commencement of the 
that riteeived material •wgmentations in session, an^ to the pledge which mi niste rrf 
consequence of duties that would .cease had given in the speech fs^fTfTRe IhroffiS* 
with the w^r, should all be examined, and that every economuMKme*asure Should be 
abolished or modified. This was *the adopted. Let ^mir lordships compare 
principle U|Jon which the govrt'nment com- tlicse professiqns with the practice of 
mission would proceed^ and if they did ' ministers, alld (hey would see that even 
so, there was no necessity for the imme- those comfAratively small retrenchments 
diate interference of pariiameyf. He which had been made, Iwd been forced on 
would therefore support the 'previous ministers by tpe unwearied exAtions of 
question on the noble earl's motion—not members of parliament, in unison with 
because he thought retrenchment unne* ''the wishes and voices W the people of 
cessary, but because the means for ac- England. ^ He defied ministers' to point 
complishing it were actually in operation, out one single thing they had done, one 
^VithRegard to sjnecure places, he thought single measure of economy they had taken, 
that they had niflhing to do with an. im-.. to winch they bad not be^n driven by 
mediate saving to the nation. The ques- ‘ parUament. He defied any man to select 
tion hwe was, not whether we could | a alngle proof whifh nunisters had givdn,. 
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quiring into and economizing the money 
which parliament voted, and which the 
pet^Ie paid, was vested in minister^ and 
not in parliament. He wm told, for the 
first time, that it was their'lordsliips duty 
not to consider the offices which might be 
abolished, not to investigate into the 
manner in which public money was^x- 
pended, but to wait with patience for the 
result of those inquiries wbic^ a minis* 
terial committee was now making. Was 
language like this agreeable to the prin- 
cmles of our vdnerable constitution ? 
,Howqver plgasing it might be to some, he, 
for one, entered his soleflm protest against 
it; and assured their lordships be would 
uniformly protest against it. Important 
as this point, in wliich he opposed the 
nol^le earl\night be, he carried •his Oppo- 
sifion further, and he begged their lord¬ 
ships to look to practice. He beg^d 
their lordships to go ny further back than 
even the present session. Let them exa¬ 
mine the splendid professions of ministers; 
let them examine the di>intcre8ted motives 


trench so much of our present expend! 
ture by abolishing sinecures, but whether 
sinecures were the oest mode of paying 

f iublic service, oa rewarding signal merit, 
t rather involved considerationa of expe¬ 
diency than views of eeonomyTSand, by 
entertaining inquiry, no prospect shJS||d be 
held out that the result of it would leaS^to 
afi^elief from the burthen of taxation. 

.^e Marquis of "Buckingham rose lo 
express hU ai^onishment at the unconsiv 


to the country Of their being sincerelywi 
dis^tosed to be^economicak -bio doubt 
redmitions to ascertain extent had been 
made, but the country had a rr^t to 
claim to itself the sole merit of -st^ re¬ 
ductions,^ ministers had made them re¬ 
luctantly. Let theiwiordships do their 
duty. f.et them press gn minnteriS' the 
necessilytbf economy^ Mid unwilling as 
minismm were to be economical reluctant 
as the^fialt to be careful^ tlte publie 


mtional l^guage hg had just heUrd. He' JUbney, they v{ould be compelled to be- 
had baasdp for the first time within the eome so. He idiould support motiea 
itiuijt of |iM&imenl, tta|it the duty of ioo 

' (VOL. xxiBrtr. ) ■ . ‘ fs ^Gvv 
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Lord Calthorp considered parlvaroent to 
be indrspenssbfy bouiid to attend to the 
^reduction of unnecessary offices; and cer¬ 
tainly thought, however.qualified niinisters 
migl^t be, thaf parliament were the best 
judges of economy. 

«8rl Grosvenor shortly replied, observ¬ 
ing, that while in every department re¬ 
ductions were necessary, he by no means 
wished thei public servants to have no re¬ 
ward. He was tilways disposed to give 
sustenance to the bee, but he wished none 
to be given to the dron^. 

Their lordships then divided Con¬ 
tents, 24—Non-Oontents, 62* * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. , 
, ^ Monday^ May 27. « 

Irish Master? in Chancery.] Mr. 
Leslie Foster said, jt was with extreme 
reluctance that he troubled the House on 
any subject personal to himself, but he 
found he had been held so responsible for 
a speech delivered by him in parliament, 
u to make him feel it his duty to take this 
notice of it. He alluded to memorials 
presented by the masters in chancery and 
six clerks to the lord^chancellor of Ireland, 
containing very heavy complaints and 
■sdnffgeV'^^giiMiCt him on account of a 
speech which, os fiti:^*«dier of a parliamen¬ 
tary commission, and aj^kmemoer of this 
House, be had been called on to make re¬ 
specting the fees of officer! iri the courts 
of justicb in Ireland. Had tkese memo¬ 
rials been confined to the eye of the 
lord chancellor, he should not have mai- 
tioned them in this placed but they bad 
been printed and«sent into extensive cir-« 
culation, «and,^ indeed, the memorial of 
the masters in chancery had been sent to 
him (Mr. Foster), for the fittt time in its 
printed form^ without even the courtesy 
of previously inquiring from him, whether 
the expressions and statements at which 
l^these officers bad taken so pauch ofience, 
might no{ hav^ originated in the errou of 
the newspajier reporters. *■ It was not4ur- 
prising, on a subject of such a nature, 
involitng figures and technical details, 
that rates and sums should have been 
mistaken, that whd^he had said of one 
should havj been applied to another, 
and that statement^ should have been 
generaKsed which had, been expresjsed 
wits' acialificatioji* He collected from 
sevekhf quotidons ia the memorftl, that, 
all this^taust have taken* place in att 
imuso^^^gret ia some of the report! 
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I from which the .masters had extracted 
their information. In fact Ife had said 
very little cither of roasters in chancery 
or six clerks, and absolutely nothing that 
would warrant them in charging him as 
they hail done with having imputed, to 
them corruption, or collusion, or fraud,*or 
extortion. He trusted he had rjse4no 
harsh, or illiberal expressions in speaking 
of any officer whatdVer; and as far as 
these officers werO concerned, the whole 
tenour of his statement was to impress, 
that the unreasonable and disproportionate 
charges, which,he must repeat existed in 
tlieir offices, were |^he result of a long and 
gradual accumulation, both of rates of fees 
and of rules of.rpj'actice, not imputable to 
the present officers, but the work of their 
predecessors: that for the purpose of 
their official emolument, in past, but not 
very distant times, ordeys of court had 
been perverted, and rules of practice had 
been invented, equally irreconcilable with 
the ends of justice and the suggestions of 
common reason. That the operation of 
taxation in the way it had been exercised, 
had proved itself to contain no sufficient 
principle either of prevention or of cure, 
and that the commissioners of inquiry had 
felt it their mo|t. important duty do un- 
lavel the nature and history of those ope¬ 
rations, and to submit the details of regu¬ 
lation by which th^y are of ofiinion a re¬ 
form mightr be euected. 1 * have only 
(continued the hrn. member) to*add my 
wish and request, that the House should not 
think d£ adopting any proceeding founded 
upon thil statementi which I have felt it 
due to the parliamentary commission 
which I have the honour of holding to 
make in this place, and due to the dignity 
of this House, of which I have the honour 
to be a member, and due to the pefsonfi 
.character of the officers w^o have been so 
far misrepresented, and for whoga, as 
members of socie^, I have always felt 
perfect respect. I shall not repeat the 
expressions of this n^moriaJ, particularly 
of the concluding part of it, because it 
wo^d he hlft'diy consistent with the wish I 
hai^,expj^sed, that the House should, at 
Ibast foi/r the psesent, take no further 
noticj^f it. l.sbaU now merely add, that 
no private resentments of individuals, be 
th^ wh(to they may, nor any public dfe- 
nipciations by peMtins holdings official 
sluations, sh^l ever deter apy member of 
,<mr comraission, nor 1 trust any member 
of Uiis House frdm pursuing thg straigBl 
poiine vhicbliea before us for taecorre<> 
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tion of so enprmous aii ef il as the unattain- 
abllitjr of justice; and that while no man 
can regret more deeply than I do the neces¬ 
sity of making disclosures degrading to its 
administration, 1 feel that to be still a 
8u]^ordinate consideration when it Becolnes 
the necessary preliminary for effecting its 
refofm. * 

The Speaker asked if the House^as to 
understand, that the hon. memberyiid not 
intend to call dn them to interfere /cspect- 
ing anjr breach of privilege. i 

Mr. L. Foster replied that hp should 
perhaps feel himself justified in so doing, 
but he didjnot wish to do it. 

Sfavish Patriots.^ " Mr. Horner 
adverted to what had taken place on a 
former occasion respecting the imprison¬ 
ment of some of the Patriots of Spain, 
when an address on the subject to the 
Prince Regent had been moved. It was 
then stated from the other side of the 
House, that nothing should be wanting in 
endeavours to procure their relief. He 
believed that no time was lost by minis¬ 
ters in making their application, and that 
several of these unfortunate persons had 
been released; but there was an instance 
. of exce{ttion that appeated to him very 
particular—that of Don Diego Correa, 
who had hinr^clf with his two sons fought 
with the patriots of Spain against the in¬ 
vading French] armies, and th?y were all 
three wounded. He kn%w that he had 
not been released i<fith the others^ and 
was still confined at Ceuta. What jie.now 
wished to know from fhe noble lord was, 
why an exception was made in the case 
of Correa ? . 

Lord Castlereagk said, that when the 
subj ect was last introduced, he had stated 
~lfiat he nad madPaO renewed application 
respecting those who were then in CBS- 
tody. I'he success of that Application he, 
could not at that time communicate; but 
he had now the satisfaction of stating, that 
he had received dispatches from his ma¬ 
jesty’s ambassador at Madrid, informing 
him, that in consequence of the represen 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that in rising to submit to the committee 
the general provisions which he had 
thou^it it necessary to make for the ser¬ 
vice of the year, he found it impossible to 
disguise the fact, that the proposition nlfh 
which he should conclude, grew out of the 
circumstance of the House having judged 
it wise to take a course different from that 
which he had thought it his duty to re¬ 
commend. The nature of the arrange- 
menta for the service of the year were ne¬ 
cessarily much altered by the rejection of 
tile pvopert}* tax; but v^hatever pain he 
might feel that the House had determined 
against thal line of conduct which in his 
cqiioion would have been most beneficial 
to the coiyitry, it was nevertheless, his 
duty bow to their decision, anil to sub¬ 
mit to them the ways and means which 
remained for meeting the supplies neces¬ 
sarily demanded for the service of the 
year. He should do this with the mqst 
sincere desire that the result might;, be 
such as to leave the House nothing to re¬ 
gret. He should explajn the reasons 
which had influenced him in making those 
arrangements, which, under existing cir¬ 
cumstances, he thought most advisable, > 
and furnish that general vigw, 5 * 4 «*’' 
jeet, which, indppd. wjtWiMt. a dereliction 
of his duty he couMfliot omit,.and which, 
from the situatiWne had the honour to 
hold, he mig^t, perhaps, be thought more 
competent tc^ supply than any other per¬ 
son. In doing this, he had the satisfac¬ 
tion to know, that the stafement ha should 
have to submit to the committee would be 
upon the whole consolatory, as he should 
not be under the necessitypresenting 
to them any discouraging view of the' 
state of publiA«credit, and as the country 
was ampV** possessed of thq means of 
meeting that expenditure which the pub¬ 
lic sejmee demanded. 

Before he proceeded to take a general 
view of the supplies and ways and meani 
of thd^ year, it woeld be proper Sbf him td 
call the attention of the committee to^the 
more immediate object of the resol liMons 


tations he had made to the Spanillt,coitrt, f which he should have the honour to submit 

to them, wnich arose out of a proposition 
communicated to him^n a letter which 
he had received from the 'bank of Eng¬ 
land, and w'hich had befin lakl Before the 
House. Fdr the dburse pursued in this 


BtrnoET.] l^e House havingi| 

resolved itself into a committee of Waysa , , 

and Means, and the proposal of the go-) instance itwo precedents had^ occurred. 

" * ■ * " kflthln no distance of limai from, 

eatdt otiier. One was the propositiort 
<made by the bonk, Janoi^S, 1781, con- 


vetgor and company of thp bank olf Eng' 
land for ^vaneing the sdm of three infl 
lions sterling far thefkiblic service, having 
been referred to tffe said committee. 
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ceming the redewel of their charter, 
’which Rad been referred to a committee 
of ways and means; and the other was a 
eommunicatiiin, dated Feb. 19,1600, res- 
;oectitig the advance of a sum fbr the pub* 
Ifeibertricc, connected with a similar propo- 
aftion for the extension of the charter for 
A farther term of years, which had been 
disposed of in a similar way. The first 
resolution* wliic^ he should have to move 
was, that the committee should approve 
and accept the propo|itton of the bank of 
England, for granting an advance • of 
3,000,000^. at three per cent, interest, aft- 
companied »ith a condition, that the cor¬ 
poration should be permitted to extend 
their capital by an addition of one-fouTt];i, 
or M per cent., with a further proposition 
that their promissory notes should <^on- 
tinue to be received in all payments made 
on account of the 'public revenue. The 
permis.>ion wbichi it was in contemplation 
to grant them, allowing them to augment 
their capital, which was at present fixed 
at about eleven millions and a half, to be¬ 
tween 14 and 15,000,OOOt, was, in truth 
only allowing fliem to divide something 
jess than 3,000,000^. of their own money 
, among their proprfetors, on condition that 
advance the sum of 
3,WU,tj(xKTnir ^e public service, at an* 
interest of three^i?V®nt* This was an 
advantage *of considel^Ie importance to 
the public. ' When it wss necessary that 
xnoneyiShould be borrowed flir the nation, 
it was not to be doubted tRat it was no 
tnconMi^erable benefit to be enabled to 
^tain so large a sum as <3,000,000/. pay¬ 
ing enly three per cent, interest, It was 
only necessary to consider whether tifis 
-{troposition accompanied with any 
Condition that could be jyewed as objec¬ 
tionable. The principal ^ject for con- 
aideration was the proposed augmentatlba 
of the capital. To him, this appegs^ not 
only free from objection, but that which 
was in itself very desirable. Since the 
capital to( f!ie bank w^g fixed at eleven 
millions and a half, a great incr/ase of 
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id which the bank proposed tp employ that 
sum. If the corporation bad (as it had 
been said they had) a laige sum of undi¬ 
vided profits in their hands, he did not 
know that they could do better than divide 
it -amtftig their proprietors on equitable 
terms, and add it to their capital. 

The second condition which kccompa- 
nied (heir proposition, was, that the bank 
promtjsory notes should continue to be re- 
ceived^n payment at the exchequer. It 
was well known that for many years thmr 
notes h^ been received in payment, and 
he doubted not they would have continued 
to be so taken, if this arrangement had 
never been proposed. But it appeared to 
him it would advantage in the event 
of the resumption of cash payments, as 
well to the public as the bank, to guard 
against any thing like a run upon the lat¬ 
ter immediately on ils opening. Feeling 
this, he should certainly in any case have 
proposed that their notesshould be receiv¬ 
ed tor a certain time after the resumption of 
cash payments. Such a measure he should 
have held to be necessary, to guard against 
any traffic on the part of the minor agents 
of the treasury (though perhaps this was 
little to be feared) being carried on of an 
improper nature, who, without *80011 an 
enactment, might possibly have demanded * 
payment in gold, for the purpose of raak- 
iitg a profit, by turning il into paper 
whenever (he exchanges might, again be¬ 
come nnfevourSfele. He did not know 
that any inconvenience would be likely to 
arise l^om receiving bank notes at the ex¬ 
chequer, till the'preaent charter of the 
company should expire. If however, it 
should be desirable that they should cease 
to enjoy that privilege, we could put an 
end to It at any time, by the repayment 
of the advance. He hijiself tbouglit th'bVe'* 
could be no objection to its continuance-— 
for the remaining sixteen years of tlie 
"charter; bat if any should, contrary to 
his expecRktion, arise, the mode by repay¬ 
ment would, he bqjieved, be found easy. 

. c— - If government, at some time should deem 

bank paper had taken place; it was there- 0t expedient no longeo to assist the circu- 
fore proper that their capital should bei ^atioji gf the bank paper, it would beequl 


increased, to gije the hi^d^rs of their 
notes additional Security. ' Such an aug¬ 
mentation of their capital as tbdy now of 
themselves proposed, he wa8*’of opiaion, 
if not necessary, waaat least aedesirdile 
for the pvsblic as for the banlt If this 
was, y be considered it to be, advanta^ 
geoiie.Jfi>r the public, be did not see that 
aoy »bjectioa^{{^d be made to Uie mode 


table'' tliat the security should exist 
tijl^Ahe bank was able to bring itself 
{lack to its former situation by the reco¬ 
very (A* their loan. To him, then, th£ cir¬ 
cumstances whidS* he had stated fairly 
considered, the arrangi-ment seemed to 
be as free from objection as any that c^^uld 
be submitted tb parliament, q);;4hat could 

be devised by any O/inister of finance. Jt 
• < ■ 
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was to gov^mnent an important conside* 
ration to wtain a loan of S,0(X)j0002., 
without resorting to thegeneral money mar¬ 
ket at a time when it was most desirable to 
avoid ail pressure upon it, and in the re¬ 
duced rate of interest to be paid’ on»the 
money so i^dvanced, the public gained at 
leaat 60,*000/. a year, exclusive of the still 
more important one of saving all aadition 
to the capital of the debt beyond tne mo¬ 
ney actually advanced. It ofter» to the 
bank security, and sanctioned ai^ honour¬ 
able extension of their capital,Jand this 
w-as highly beneficial to tJie proprietors. 
He thought it might further be observed, 
that what it was now proposed to sanction, 
was no more than. that which the bank 
proprietors had a right to claim at some 
time or other: the only question there¬ 
fore was as to the time, circumstances, and 
mode in which tj^is should take place. On 
any of these grounds he did not think any 
fair objection could be urged to the ar¬ 
rangement, and (he present seemed in fact 
as favourable a moment as could be chosen 
for granting that which at some future 
period they were entitled to claim. 

He should now proceed to the more 
general statements of the supplies granted 
for the present year, and, of those which 
would be still required. The first head* 
was that of |he army; 9,665,000/. was the 
amount for military service already stfne- 
tioned by i^e votes of parliament, from 
which was to be deducoed 1,234,000/. for 
the troops in France, leaving 8,431,000/., 
including the expense for Irelanj^.* The 
accounts of the extraordinary expenses of 
the army for the preceding year had been 
some time before the Hoqse, and avoteto 
provide for those of 1816 to the extent of 
about 1,500,000/. would be speedily propos¬ 
ed. llie estima^s of the commissariat, &c. 
were about 480,ckX)/., ffom which 75,000/.. 
for tliciarmy in France were tobededucted 
Taking the charges of the barracks 
178,(XX)/., and the storekeepei^eneral’s de¬ 
partment trt50,000/y the whole amount of 
extraordinary services would be^,l33,000/., 
and the total expense for the military ser¬ 
vice 10,564,000/,. For the Iherg 
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had been voted altogsther 10,ll4tOOO/„ 
from which there was a deductidb IP be 
made of the proceeds from the sales , of Qld 
stores, which amounted to 6^,000/,, leav¬ 
ing the charge at 9,434,000/. Deducting 
about 186,000/. for the ordnance serviceiii 
France, the expense of the ordnance de¬ 
partment would be 1,696,185/. The total 
original vote was 1,882,000/.—-The pres¬ 
sure of public business in (She House 
during the course of the present session, 
had prevented him from producing an ac- 
epunf of the misccrianeous services. He 
pould,not just then state their amount pre¬ 
cisely. He nad on a fofmer occaaion sup¬ 
posed them at 2,000,000/. From what be 
^ad learned, he thought they would cmne 
to 2,500,000/. or near it. He should 
therefore hssurne it at, two millions' five 
hi/ndred thousand pounds. To meet the 
India debt, and expenses incurred in In¬ 
dia, a vote of 945,000/.^ould be proposed. 
This was necessary as the East India com¬ 
pany had made pressing representations 
for repayment of the suras they had advan¬ 
ced. The advances in question had been 
made to forward those Valuable services 
lately performed by our army in India in 
the conqqpst of the/’French and Dutch, 
possessions. The total amount of the^ 
claim orthe East India^o/fipani^ inclu^ 
ing the estimateji^MSie present year bad 
been 2,300,000/. ‘^Considerallle payments 
bad, however,, been made by the govern¬ 
ment to tbi* East India compaqy, which 
were to be iKt against the sum he had men¬ 
tioned. This done, tbei% appear^^d to re¬ 
main due to the, company in January laat, 
about a million and a half. A provision 
had been made for the sum of 500,000/. in 
the vote of credit for tbelastyear, and 
this deducte jl- from the debt due in Ja¬ 
nuary redtfoM the sum to be provided for 
kijk^.present year to 945,OOO/., which it 
wo)^ be his duty on a future occasion, to 
hrmg more particularly under the conside¬ 
ration of the House.. The genend state.^ 
ment of the supjdy for the ^tpsent year, 
comt>Bred with that for the precedbffi was 
as followB:— • 



827] HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


The Uudg^ 


1815. ( 
13,876,759 


SUPPLY. 


Army. 

Deduct troops m France 


9,665,666 

1,234,596 

1,500,000 


23,9^,476 .Extraordinaries. 4 . 1,500,000 

1)099,961 .Commissariat. 480,000 

Deduct troops in France . 75,000 

;- 405,000 

99,000 ,•.Barracks.\ .. 178,000 

91 , 600 , Storekeeper-gen. to be reduced aboht 10,000 50,000 


8,431,070 


18,644,200 



- 2,133,000 

1 10,564,070 

L.. in 11 A fiAfx 

'Deduct Nav^l Stores, to be sold. 

Ordnance... 

— 9,434,440 

h 

Miscellaneous ... 

- 1,696,185 

« 

I 

jf.25,140,186 


Having recapitulated the above items 
of supply, the right hon. gentleman next 
proceeded to state the separate charges 
of Great Britainf! The first was for the 
payment of the part which bad been de- 
ynanded of the loyalty loan, ^hich had 
- been ra ised i n 1797, amounting to 
217,0004 Anjifi etg nce, he stated, might 
occur in these itemS^s well as in the 
miscellaneods services, between his pre¬ 
sent statement and the accounts previously 
laid before the House, owing^o the same 
charges being placed under difierent heads, 
or to dil^erent dates being included in the 
papers. After the loyalty, loan, and the 
debentures, and their interest, amounting 
to 807,000i., which were the two first i 
items in the separate charges, he came to 
one not immediately under4}^e considera¬ 
tion of the House, respecting '^Vhich no- ; 
tice had beSi given of a motion •bynbft 
right hon. friend j[M|. Wellesley B(^}. 
He meant the motion for the grant m a 
^'<jum of money on account of the new sil¬ 
ver comagq. *He did no^ropose to an¬ 
ticipate the able illustrations which^ the 
right hon. gentleman would be prepared 
to^ furnish on this subject, in what be 
might offer on thip occasion ^It would 
euily be seen that! there was no unall 
difficulty in dedermining what *sam,- it 
woold be proper to* grant for tHIs service. 
He (the chancellor of the exchequer) had 
for n time bfee very doubtful whe^fier this, 
was A t^arge which ought to be bom 9 * 
equally by England and lrel§Qd, or whe- 
therit frai ought to f^l on Gt^ 


Britain only. Ultimately he had, how-i^ 
ever, considered, that as the whole of the 
silver now in circulation had been issued 
long before the Union, the greater part of 
it indeed at least a century, it was just 
that it should fall on Great Britain, and 
on DO other part >of the empire. **11 was 
not easy to say how much would be suffix 
cient to meet the charge fqr the new 
coinage; but be proposed to take the sum 
of 500,0004%bich he apprehehded would 
suffice for so much at least of the charge 
as was likely to be incurred within the 
presentyear. None of that silver which 
was at present in cinculatton w’as intended 
to be received in exchange for that to be 
hereafter issued, wiiich did nut bear some 
appearance of having come from the mint, 
and this, as it would not include a very 
large proportion of the pyesent currency, 

' coukd not create a great expense, and at 
all events, a considerable time musS«lupse 
before the arrangements in contemplation 
could be cdhiied into effect. The next 
charge was on account of U sum of 
l,500,(X)0/.^in exchequer bills held by the 
b^k. These had been<>originally issued 
an adimnee made by the bank in 1800. 
The wm, then* advanced smounted to 
8,OQOfDOOi., of* which one half had been 
rej^id during the peace of Amiens, and 
tim remainder amounting to a million and 
lAalf, which had efer since beenannualhr 
ilaewed in exchequer bills <41111 reinainea, 
to be mode good.^ The separate charg|ts 
wete altogeUter as follows 
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SEPARATE CHARGES. 

Loyally 5 per Cents,* • ,£.217,680 
Debentures and Interest 

thereon.. 807,085 

Coinage. 500,000 

Exchequer Bills held by ’ 

Bank.. 

Jnter»it find Sinking 
Tund oil Exchequer 

Bills.*•2,260,000 

, -— 6,S 4,765 

Deduct Irish proportion 
of Joint Charge* *** 2,957,656 30|42A,951 
Ditto, Civil List and * 

Consolidated Fund * * MB,000 

- 3,145,656 

,£.27,279,295 
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To meet these charges, ho should propose 
the following 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Land and Malt .£’.3,000,000 

Surplus, Consolidated Fund * * • * 3,000,000 

Excise Duties continued for Five 

Years. 3,500,000 

Bank Advance on Bills. 6,000,000 

200,000 

5,663,755 

3,000je00 
301,316 

* 140,000 
2,500,000 


Lottery 

Surplus Grants, 1815. 

JBank Advance on Account oF Tn- 

creased Capital.. 

Unclumcd l)ivj|lcnds .. 

Unapplied Money in the Exche¬ 
quer ••••.*•*. 

Exchequer Bills ... 


19,006,000 

6,327,000 

6,107,000 

1,600,000 

1,052,000 

122,000 


£.27,30if,771 

As, hotvever, a considerable portion of 
the supplies for the service of the year yet 
remained to be voted, he .proposed to 
leave a proportion of the ways and means, 
to th e an^ount of 4,000,000/. to be also 
fB^d on a future d^. He could wish to 
show how the surplus of the consolidates 
fund (whit:h however he meant, to reserve 
for future consideration) was ^ade up. 
Whether in the present situation of the 
countr^itim tuxes carried to it were likely 
to increase or diminish, it was foisgentle- 
men to determine fof themselves. £y the 
latest accounts made out of the pirodudb 
of the customs up to the 5th of April Ij^st 
—.that part of them which was* carried 
the consolidated fund, amounted to •very 
nearly 5,000,000/. their produce bring 
4,998,000/. 

The produce of thV part of tlie 
Culms' given tothe Wa^Tase?, 

• which bj^ kte Act of Pulia- 
ment were to^beconH perma¬ 


nent, amounted in the last year 

to.^.3,b08,000 

The Excise gave within the same 

period . 

The Assessed Taxes 

Stamps... 

Post Office .... 

Land Tax. 

Small branches of Revenue * * * * 

And sundry other Ways and 
Means, including a variety of 
items, brought the grand total 
of the Income of the Consoli- 

^ dated Fund, to .... ?. 42,965,000 

Till annual charges paid out of • 
*theC&nsolid9tea Fund,anfouiit- 

ed to the spra of. 39,172,000 

This year there was to be added 

Vhc Russian Loan. 130,000 

Making together. 39,303,000 

Deducting this sum front the income he 
had stated to be that of the consolidated 
fund, it would be seen there remained 
3,652,000/. On this thd'e was an arrear 
on the 5th of April, of 665,000/., so the 
total produce of the last year was abcdit 
2,998,000/.; but the diminution here to 
to be observed would be covered by the 
produce of the taxes laid on in the course 
of the present year, an^ under all circum¬ 
stances, he thought he might with reason 
estimate its amount at 3,0Q9>,CGd/. The 
excise duty, late a wjyjK^dtlty, but* which 
had during the presijSptsession been voted 
for five years, had produced 3,688,000/. 
He estimated ^ )>roduce in the present 
year at three i^illions and a half. He did 
not see why its produce .might not be 
equal in the present year to what h had 
been in the las/; but the allowances 
granted on account of the malt duty, made 
this a matter of doubtful calpglatioi). The 
payments, however, not yet madejgood. 
would prev|[ 
he ■ 

I V--- 

L certaipty, on account of those repaymentSa 
~the amount of which must be considerable, 
and could not yet be asccrtaVied., The 
next itqm was, the’^rst advance from the 
bank of 6,000,000/. The ordinary fea¬ 
ture in the ways and means, the lottery, 
he took at 2^,000/. This was somewhat 
uncertain, but he calcuUfed Us produce 
would be fomewhere thereabouts. The 
next would Ue a most satisfactory item to 
Mhe House, it was the^surplus grants of the 
rear 1815, which amounted ^to no less 
than 5,6691000/. An account wiis on the 
ta&lb showing m wbat way this sunf was 
made up. Some jgnmts were commonly ^ 
IcSt unapplied at tlte end of>>a.fCAri.but it 
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ww gornerldfy found that a^'ainst-tbeie, 

' some amides left unpaid were to be set, 
which ftre<^^Uy came nearly to the same 
amount, and left little or nothing to be 
‘ CM^ed to the ways and means of the next 
jf>eir; if indeed they did not leave a defici- 
’dncy to bemadegood,which was much more 
frequently the case. The sura remaining in 
hand on (die 5th of January last, had, how¬ 
ever, so greatlySurpassed any thing left un¬ 
applied before, there was no reason to sup¬ 
pose the whole would be called fov in any ! 
way. The.grant6 unissued at the period he ^ 
had mentioned,' amounted to no Itss th&n 
11,120,000/. It then became a question, ! 
how much of this sum it was necessary to | 
reserve fbr payments due on account *of | 
services of the last year, and how much 
could be approj^riated to the servitx; of 
1816. In the firpt instance, when the 
House met, he had stated the surplus 
grants were supjiosed to amount to about 
8,000,000/. From the sum which he had 
s^ted to have originally remained in band 
of 11,120,000/. there bad been paid on 

account of treasury bills..£l,a&0,000 

For the Army. J,050,000 

For the Commissariat in Spain j 

■ Spain and Portdgel due since > 

»< 1014, provided in 1815 . 1,000,000 

Barracks 126,00& 

Ordnance.. 878,000 

Making a total sum for Military 

Service of.. .^.4,602,000 

But against this, there was ^ be 
balanced th^ cash then con¬ 
tained in the Military Chests; 

this amounted to.*. 1,865,000 

Which deducted from.. _ 4,602,000 

-I......-Ui... 

Left for the arrear of last year* .,£.2,737,000 

To this was to be added.^^ the subsidies 
granted iivthe year and remainitig undis- 
c^ged l,7^,000lr The navyrhiljt in 
January last luid atpounted to 3,000,000/. ^ 
Of this it was thought desirable to'allow* 
the sum of 1,000,000/. t(f. be paid out of 
the sidrplua grants. Tlberehaa Uiusbeen 
p«d— 

For Military Services.•-£'.2,737,000 

For Subsidies .. 1,780,009 

For Navy Debt .. 1 , 000,000 

• - , . ■■■■ 

' • ffotal..• 5,457,000 

There then remained of the . av 11,120,000 
Deposable Grants .. S,M$^00(J 

Wfaidi aM he should propose io voteiastt 
the Bcrvrce of n 

yehri •'( ' ..rS'Wi-'o'.f.; 


TkeB^gH. |8a» 

mfllions which Ife had had tHe fatttfaction 
to negociate with the bank of England^ and 
the circumstances attendant on which be 
had already particularized- He had then 
to state that he had formed a plan for 
nl&king a new arrangement with respect 
to iie unclaimed dividends of the bank. 
Fro'ki these he proposed to takd tin* .sum 
ofsAljOOO/. Thisf.bowever, was not the 
only vadvantage which the public would 
derivafrom his scheme. 'It appeared to 
him that the arrangements hitherto made, 
hot!) bj| Mr. Pitt and Mr. Perceval, were 
in some resects imperfect’. They Irad 
noji-contempmed the possible increase of 
the*unclaimed dividends beyond a certain 
sum, and all above that sum they bad 
been content should remain in the hands 
of the bank. It appeared to him better 
that a more extensive arrangement ought 
to be made, adapted tr any probable va¬ 
riation of circumstances, that the bank 
should retain in its hands a certain sum, 
and all the balances above that sum be 
made applicable to the public service. On 
this principle he had taken 301,000/., 
which had remained in their hands up to 
the 5tb of April, in addition to the ad¬ 
vances made under the acts proposed by 
Mr. Pitt . and Mr. Perceval, Thus, 
301,000/. however was not the only ad¬ 
vantage which the natiotb would derive 
i from his nlao. It was not right that the 
bank should retain in their hands sums 
which it was Sot likely would be called 
for,«and which, froth the accidents of na- 
ture,«or from the course of law, the owners 
might never be abte to reclaim. He 
therefore thought such monies might be 
well paid over to the commissioners for 
the redemption of the national debt, to 
be by them applied to the liquidation of 
I the public debt, sub|ect to tfte fuTiff^ 
! claims of the owners ^ restitution. He 
proposed that it should be ar^soged on 
this priocip'le-N.that all stock on which no 
dividend*was claimed for 10 years suc- 
cesrively, should be paid o^ com- 
fnissionv* of the narional debt, to be by 
!^ein snplied in the* manner be had al. 
lhadyvaescrUied. A register of all .such 
payments be'proposed should be kept both 
^ we bank and at the office of the com- 
'missionenfortbe reduction of the national 
debt, and this Im thought would be oeUer 
for the owners wan even the present sys¬ 
tem, irrovetbioUy accurate as the banlki?40 
in |dl to tramipctioas.. The next Itgtt 
sipthtwofanePEtraordmaiy.natSK 
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remaining ip tlie‘'e*eliequer, the result of 
unapplied parliamentary grants of former 
years, and now amoimting aitogether to a 
aom not to be despised. There yet 
remained supplies to the amount of 
2^00,000/. to be provided for, hnd itfiis 
be proposed to do by means of an isul^ of 
exdtequ^r bills to replace an nqual 
amount of unfunded debt which/would 
be paid off, and which in bis origi/al plan 
for the budgid: of the year he Mad pro¬ 
posed not to replace, but entirt/y to ex¬ 
tinguish. These sums he ha| already 
stated as part of the separate cliarges of 
Great Britain, and thoy consisted of the 
remaining part of the bank advance of 
the year 1800,* amounting to a million 
and a half, and of the debentures and 
loyalty loan paid off and amounting to a 
lUtllion and twenty-four thousand pounds. 

He then recapitulated the whole of the 
supplies, and the ways and means by which 
they were to be met as above-stated. He 
did not mean to move for exchequer bills 
to meet the 2,500,000/. of which he had 
spoken, by themselves, he 'should include 
them in a larger vote. In February, a 

{ rrant of 4,500,000/. in exchequer bills 
lod been voted by the House to meet 
, other bflis to the same Amount. To this, 
might be added bills to the emount of 
1,500,000/. issued on account of the bank 
—6,000,000/. to replace those on the vote 
of credis-'and 1,000,000/. t>n account 
eff debentures, making in the whole 
18,000,000/., to replace which, he^hould 
prbpose an equal grant of 13,000^00/. in 
exchequer bills, wtiole being, with the 
exception of the last 1,000,00(^ intended 
to exchange against bills ef the same de¬ 
scription, and even the last were to meet 
Sj^curitiies of a simitar nature. He had 
^md to meet a Ifrge defalcation to the 
amount of 8,500,000/. in the ways tind 
means tf the year, owing fq the rejectiq^i 
of the property tax, and the relinquish-' 
mebi o f the malt duties, and he should 
jierhapi^l^Mked in vliat way he proposed 
to meet this deficiency. He wtfuld there¬ 
fore now explaiif in what waa he had 
made good these eight millioira add » 
half.' In the first instance lie had proposed 
tbre-issoe 2,500,000/; of ejtchequer bttis, 
whjjch otherwise would not have been ne- 
'‘^ceiisary. The next means by which tim 
^'idefiiciency was to was fumi^ed by 

the extra supply offhred by the. smpthe 
jpiptt.'' These, itwodld^erenteuiberelly 
’irlien h^ Wfp ose d ^ renewal of tfah'prb' 
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lions. StDce, it bad fortunately beeu,dis¬ 
covered, tlmir amount bad exceeded five 
million f Hear,‘hear I 3 . The proposed ad¬ 
vance from the bank, whidh was the sub¬ 
ject of the motion which he should nuike 
to day, furnished another portion of j(he 
sum to be made good, and to this might 
be added four hundred and forty ‘thou¬ 
sand pounds unclaimed dividends, and 
monies in the exchequer, and thus the 
8,500,000/. would be covered. He cer¬ 
tainly thought it would be desirable to 
avoid, if possible, any increase of the un- 
ffundnl as wvll as funded debt. Had the 
system he recommended been adopted by 
the House, a great and rapid improvement 
4)f public credit, would, in his conviction, 
have been,the consequence. He. still.most 
sincerely hoped this Vrould tqke place 
though with less rapidity, and he reflected 
with much satisfactioh, that of all the sums 
called for, there was only the 2,500,000/. 
in exchequer bills, that could be said to 
press on the money market or on thti ex¬ 
changes. He wished to state the whole 
amount of the sum borre^wed, against that 
portion of the public debt which would 
be paid off in the present year, without 
distinguishing, for tm present, the fundedr 
and the unfunded debt, ^specially as 
might be questionabIg^*whicl> of those 
classes the advai^^s from tivs banh, and 
particularly the mst ought to be placed. 

The first advfncb from the Bank 

amounted ^. ^/)00,C0O 

The second advance, to • y. 3,000,000 

In Exchequer Bills. 0,500,000 


Total" 


a 

tBkl Im bttt Woidift lltykovs<3i»dibejr^ip ^reipasa on 


11,500/)00 

• 

He next proceeded to fihow the debt 
which would be paid off The Sinking 
Fund hadiwitrdhe 1 st of Feb. amoudted- 
,tc^, 1 ^, 006 /'. It was therefore pro- 
^5^1*6 that in the course of the year, 
there would be paid off by the Sihmng 

Fund. 

In Exchequer iJills. y 1,500^0 

In Dehentmes aiMl Loyalty Lean *l/>i4/M)0 
East India HSht. 9^,000 

. Total.*4,959 ,000 

exdusive^C what had Ireen repl^ within 
the last year. It woifld thus be seen that 
there was (|n exceeding of ^out 3,500y000/. 
over the sums borrowed for the service of 
the year. But it fiiight be supposed, that 
when Ireland wm taten inter tfie ways and 
fa«B) 8 i|ireldioid&find our prospeats mueb 
changedl Far a few moments, however. 
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the departipi^^t .jpf his right horn friend, 
and to some few observations 

which he, (Mr. Fitzgerald) rvould other- 
%vjse have had ^ bring forwaid in the able 
and ^iisfkctory manner in which he always 
made such statements. For Ireland, his 
right hon. friend intended, this evening, 
to propose a grant of 1,700,000/. in trea¬ 
sury bills, in addition to which be far¬ 
ther. intended to, move for a grant of 
1,200,000/. IrisI), or 1,118,000/. English, 
making a total of 2,81^1,000/., and adding 
the sum which he had stated was to b£t 
borrowed fdr England of Ijl,500,000/.,< 
would make a grand total of 14,318,000/. 
But against this was to be set lb addition 
to the sums he had before mentioned, the, 
Irish,sinking fund, which he believed 
araounted'to about 2,300,000/., and finaily, 
the reduction he showed would be after 
all little less than 3,000,000/. of the united 
debt of the two (kingdoms.—This, he 
trusted, would be found a most satisfuc- 
tQtyj^view. He believed it had very sel¬ 
dom occured that it had been found prac¬ 
ticable to reduce the public debt imme¬ 
diately after the‘close of a long war, be¬ 
fore the nation had properly got to its 
peace establishmentk Instead, of being 
^le to do this, it had commonly been 
necessary, to c^lkfor large loans in the 
first y;ear of peacer^*%i|)der such circum- 
Mances, tho'ugh the stdte of the country 
was hot every thing be could wish, he was 
so far fr«m feeling apprehension, that he 
could see nothing to fear, if^roper mea¬ 
sures 'irnre pursued, and every thing to 
hope, from the wisdom, firmness, and mo¬ 
deration of parliament. He had pow to 
explain t)ie manner in which be proposed 
to pay the intefVist of the money borrowed 
for the service of the ypatw^i^e charge 
incurred by Jjiejfirst advance ol^^ank 
was for ii^terest 240,000/. a year, anCh^ 
sinking fund 60,006^, making to^tljer 
300,000/,. the second; would require .for'in-. 
liefest 90,000/., andfor sinking fund3{),000/. 
together •l!^,tK)6/., total ofthis< 

■pnly ,120,000/. would be cbll^ged, on the, 
jCqqsuUdated fbnd. The stiap tax would< 
^rpduce about 200,000/., and tlm new. du» 
^ on butter and cheese abo)^00,00p/.,> 
trade continue as at p^enti or at., 
otf SO, or 

He further bad it m .^pteaffda-J 
submit to the cftisiderption of the> 
arrangement ivi^d^riespnpt^ 
on 8ijger.,tbepisi>di^j 

iTom.rtBe't 


sources alreadj^ip^"*^^ woq)d be mpre 
than enough to provide for the charge 
created by the interest on money borrow^., 
ed. The right hon. gentleman concludaa 
with moving the first of the following He* 
solutions': 

1, TThat tlie proposal of the gqvcrnor an^ 
comp^iy of the bank of England,** That, 

* in colsideration of the advance of three 

* millio^ sterling for the public service, in 

* the ma^er, and upon the terms and con> 

< ditions \icreinafier mentioned, the said, 

* governd' and company be authorized 
‘ and empowered by parliament to increase 

* tlieir capital stock, which now consists of 
‘ 11,64'2,4(X)/. to 14,553,000/.; and that 

* the proposed increase of 2,910,600/. be 

* appropriated amongst the proprietors of 

* bank stock at the rate of 25/. for every 
‘ 100/. of bank stock which tliey rcspcc- 
‘ lively held on the 23d d#y of May 1816; 

* and that, until repayment to the said go- 

* vernor and company of the said sura of 

* three millions, the pr'^missory notes of 
‘ the said governor and company expres- 

< sed to be payable to bearer on demand, 

* shall be received in payment of all sums 
‘ of money which now are or shall become 
‘ payable for any part of the public reve- 

* nuc, and shall bw accepted by the^ollec- 
' tors„, receivers, and other officers of the 
' revenue authorized to rccej^e the same 

* ifbfiered to be so paid, fractional parts 
‘ of twenty.shillings only excepted,:—That, 

‘ in consideratioi^ pf the above proposed 

* increase of the capital of bank stock, and 

* of tlte^notes of the said governor and 

* company being rPbeived in payment of 

* every branch of the public revenue as 

* aforesaid, the said governor and company 

* are willing to advance the sura pf three 

* millions sterling for the public service, to 

* be paid oh such days dgring the present'" 

* year, and in such manner, as parliament 

* shall direct aifd appoint ;' the repayment 

* tliereof to be secured, with interest at 
‘ the rate ol*3 per cent, per annum, ,paya- 

* ble annually, anjd (p oe 

‘period e8gar%inent..shpll direct and,ap- 

* p^t, n^ beypji^ the Ist day of August 

alfd to be pbarged and chargeable' 

< upoi^and to bfirepaiAout of the cohsoU* 

< dj^a fund, unless otherwise provided for 
by par^roept,* be. accepted. 

,2. “ iliat^ .towards ^rauing tbe .supply, 
tfa^d to his majdity, there in issued ana 
allied the sunsi.of three millions, to bea^x 
-Py. and ,cqmpany>r 

or%grana,m pursuance* 
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8. '** That, t^dSffls Itiising the supply ing the amount of money paid ly the re- 
granted to his majesty, there be issued and ceivets general of the land tax to the go- 
applied the sum of 5,663,755/., being the vernor and company of the bank of £ng- 
Su'rplus of the grants for the year 1815. land on aiicount of the pay-master general 

4. “That, towards raising the supply of his majesty’s forces, in pursuance of an 
gaanted to his majesty, there be api^d act of the 37th year of the reign o^his 
the suty of 599,91w. 3s. 6(/., being fliteen present majesty, for raising men for the 
se^nteenth parts of the sum of 6m905/. array and navy. 

arisen from tne sale^of old naval wd vie- 11. “ Tliat, towards raising) the supply 
tualling stores. M granted to his majesty the sum of thirteeu 

5. “ That, towards raising *tK supply millions be raised by exchequer bills for 
granted to his majesty, such pvt of the tlie service of Great Britain. 

balance remaining in'the handsmf the go- * 12. “ That towards raising the ppply 
vernor and company of tHe banic of Eng- ’granted to^ his majesty, the sum of 
land, for the payment ’of dividends ^ the 1,200,00Q/. Irish currency, be raised by 
public debt, bje advanced, from time to treasury bills fur the service of Ireland for 
time, for the service of the public, provid- vthe year 1816. 

ed that if, at any time, the said balance 13. “ That, towards raising the supply 
shall be reduced to a less sum than granted to his majesty there he appl^d 
100,000/., then so much of tlie monies ad- for the service of Ireland the sura of 
vanced by the said governor and company 79,985/. 16$. 6(/., arisen from the sale of 
thall be repaid to tnem as shall be equal old naval and victuallihg stores.’’ 
to the sum by which the said balance The first Resolution being put, 
shall be less than the sum of 100,000/. Mr. Vesey Fitzgerald rose to state the 

6. “ That tow'ards making good the sup- supply and ways and means for the ser- 

ply granted to his majesty, there be issued vice of Ireland. He said, he felt it to be 
and applied the sura of 43,247/. 3$. 11^, unnecessary to trespass on the committee 
which have been issued to sundry persons at any length. The circumstances of the 
at the |eceipt of his mmesty’s exchequer, finances of Ireland likd been gone into so 
prior to the 5th day of January 1810, and recently, and he had hin^^elf received 
which, not having been paid, remain as patient a hearingjUg^tfflmchindulgence 
out-cash in«the chests of the four tellers of wlien he submittdome late resolutions io ‘ 
the said exchequer. ^ the House, that be should not now bejus- 

7. “That, towaads ^making good the tified in gojjg'over the same ground. He 

supply granted to his majesty, there be is- should brlg^y state the amomft of the 
sued and applied the sum of 13,205/.}5$.3</| supply which was required for the year 
remaining in the receipt of his majesty’s 1816, and the ways and means hy which 
exchequer on the 5th of January 1816 for be should propose to parliament to make 
payment of certain annuities for terms of .provision for it. It wsuld be necessary 
years whieh expired annis 1792, 1805, only to advert shortly to those ■principles 
1806, and 1807. which he had endeavoured to illustrate on 

^ 8. 1/ That, towards making good the a precedig^e^ing, and though the mea- 
supply granted 4o his majesty, there be is- |areM<nii^ he haa declarod it to be his 
sued and applied the sum pf 6,326/, 0l9(/^* mention ’to recur to as a source of pre^nt 
remaifing m the receipt'of his majesty’s supply had not yot received the exnjE%sS 
exchequer on the 5th of Ju]y 1815, and approbation of the House, yet the )iDeV||^ 
chargedjjjmpn the consolidated fund for view which had been takei^ of 0e Whtite 
seSi^iei^ntch cannot now be chimed. of oar finaQgiaf'situation, and*oi the'^ro- 

9. “ That, towards making good the ceedings consequent upon it, would‘^stify 

supply granted tS his majesty, t^re be is- him, he trusted, in not proposit^ any hew 
sued and applied the sum qf 72,9r3,15$. Stf taxes in aid of the services df me present 
remaining m the receipt of his majesty’s year, 'n^ estimat^ qudta'df c'ontribu- 
iexchequer on the 5th of Jdnuaiy 181f\ on tion for the year fslG waS 3,145^656/. 
tl^ funds for payment of annuities on lives British, ai had just bepri Stated by his right 
granted emnis 1745,1757, 1778 and hon. friend, making in Irish currency the 
1779,* on which the fives have expired innnof3,407,794^; thecharchfoHhterest 
rince the 5th fifJdhuary 1802. . ' . and siAking fund on the {iiWent debt fs 

^’'^ht^^towArdsTsIsing the siipply ^ *0,826)730/^ iaduahjgmanBgemcW.mafe«^ 
gMinte/f #w td^estVi' there Re Isi&d f thd t'(^ adjMric^ 10,234,524/. Ihd 6t# 
Md appiied.0e^uDa of 
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the gurolus balance in the excRequer at revenue too loo#e when lie • took it at 
the 5th January, was and there 6,000,000/., be feared rather that be should 

was remaining of loan, raised in Great be accused of an excessive estimate. He 
Eritain for tife service of the* last year, thought himself grounded, however, in 
2,622,64<1/. British, being in Irish currency hoping for what must be the increase of 
; a total sum of 4,289,280/. n\0'n3 than half a million from that 
From this he was to deduct arrears due provt^ system of collection wdicch was vi- 
on that day. I'he iirrcar of contribution sible m every department, and fSr wRich 
for 1815,^ 2,91-2,280/. British, being the elfcefs of departments deserved the 
3,187,470/. Iri8li:,tlieoutstanding treasury greateskpraise—f Hear, hear:]. He could 
bills and lottery prizes, 28,876/., and for not bettV excite that indusfry, or stimu- 
inland navigations, and tlie expense's of late that rxertion than by sliowina to the 
the office for the public records, 81,364*, different ^oards that parliament looked to 
the total of the iirrears was«S,297,'710/.,* them to sup[)iy', by their exertions, the 
which, deducted from 4,289,280/., leaves necessity of fresh taxation, and he knew 
a balance of 991,570/. that he did not reckon on their exertions 

Having; ccapitulated the supply, he hack in vain. There was no principle more im-* 
to state the ways and means. 'l,he surplus portant to he kept in view, particularly in 
of the consolidat(‘d fund as appeavfd Ireland, than titat it was l)ctter to collect 
above, 991,570/.; the produce of the re- \ our old taxes well, than to delude the pub- 
venueheshouldonlyestimateat6,000.000/.; licby sugsestingnewand anproductive im- 
one-tbird oi' the pcolit on lotteries w'hich post.s He did not found ids estimate of 
Ireland was entitled to receive,* 100,000/.; revenue solely on a vague expectation of 
rep^j^’ment of sums paid by Ireland for na- its produce ; the assessments principally 
val and militarj' services being advanced cf the inland taxes had been formed upon 
out of the rcyfnuti of the last year, a more correct system, and in no branch 
111,960/. His right hon. friend had be- ' of our revenue had a collection been more 


fore stated the loan on treasury bills for 
which an act lias passed botli*nousps of 
••(fwrliament, of 1.7(K),000/ British, making 
1,841,666/.- Iri.wi^h^^^iat a further loan 
on treasury bills woultn^ required to be 
issued in the present year for the sum of 
1,200,000/., being a total* qf ways and 
means of** 10.245,196/. to meet the supply 
of 10,234,.521/. . 

The esmmittee were aware of the re¬ 
duction of the revenue in consequence of 
the repeal of that«portion of the malt duty, 
in Ireland whicli corresponded with tlie 
late war duty "n Grept Britain : it wa« 
only wh it the act of union'W&tkiptcscribeil: I 
but as a moasure of relief, senstbljmis 
might be felt in this country, it wouiurfR?. 
be less felt in that wheve the example had 
been followed. He had always regretted 
tlie necessity augmentingthe malt duty; 
but it was“ ta be remetBbert^l.4jiat he had 
never«had but a choice of difficulties. The 
deduction from the revenue, including the 
repayment of duty onatock, in |^e hau ls 
both of distillers at?d maltsterMdwould be, 
be feared, 300,0.00/^ other stnaU duties 
repealed would iSake a total diminution in 
the-teveuue 35ff,0()0/.. and when the 
coflamltfi^ recollected t^at the whold of 
thetS^lImfljfints into the excheAuer in- 

****1r 1^*' **“‘*“®*«‘^ ^,84S,8i^, hil 

tvu^lihre lfeiheiiJd aot be cf^wt«ed< 


improved. He expected in the present 
; year a great increase from tlmse duties, 

; iuid without refeVnng to the excise reve- 
: niie, or to (ho^e disputed questions con^ 

I necied with the di.<,tillery, whrali he pur-> 

! posely avoided, because they were likely 
to becoiiietl)eto|ii^s ofdiKtussion .it imotlier 
and a more convenient time ; it must be 
obviou* to evert rnmtbat if the piactice 
of illicitcdistillalion ymiiid be checked in 
some degree (he was not sanguine 
enough to hope tor its immediate extinc¬ 
tion) the excise revenue would become 
the main source of ou contribution. He 
did not despair either, th.it the iinternal ^ 
difficulties of Ireland woukl pres* so heavy 
*as iS the last ^ear, a year of sudden and 
uitexampleil distress. That di.sir<bs was 
e<i$ily to beyaced in the dimtnibhed con- 
•‘umptiun of some of the mostJiroducUre 
articles, not only in owr exciseoul**i»«s>.iir 
cus^ms else. He hoped that our horizon 
Wiiiiibiigh4ning a little, find that he might 
Re in tlye estimate of six millions 

which.he had assumed. The produce, 
besjjdes, of the*quarter to the 5tli April 
lust had considerably exceeded the lurr^s- 
pending period in y»e preceding year.— 
He bad omitted to refer to stumps;'' which 
,he ought, not, as the incaW bad been 
*CoAii»derable in that‘branch of the 

k ' V- ‘ i # ^ • '1.1 
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state the chi^ge oti the trtasury bills to be j present 736,4-30/. He had dlre(stecl cat 
issued. Two acts had already passed, i culations to be made of the prt^drtioii 
authorizing difiFerent issues; the one was, j which the sinJking fund of Ireland wouM 
however, to supply 2,4-70,000/. in bills bear to th^flebt of Ireland,'after this d&, 
payable within this year, and the charge j duction nad been made. He had on n 
fojyyhich is include<l in the annuardia^ j former night ventured to pronuse that we 
ofnilje Irish debt; that sum indeed lyfle j shouid still bring to the consolidated 
fllmdlit tlit whole amount of the unfiJided j revenues, a sinking fund, richer than that 
debt of Ireland; of .course, he wr* not 1 of Great Britain in proportion to our 
required to make any further pr/vision | respective debts, lie l^elievea he had 
for that issue.'’ By the other ac/ tijcre slated that it would remain as I to 54, ho 
was a grant of 1,700,000/., and li/shoiild was nyjre than born£ out by the calcula*- 
tomightsubmitarcsolutionfor 1,2M,Q00/., tiQU since made. lie trusted that parlia- 
besides, the whole making* in Irish cur- ment would «toi)cur with him in this view 
lency, 3,0-1-1,666/., the interest of which, of the measure to be taken : indeed, he 
at 5 per cent., with a sinking fund of one saw no alle/nativc. They would recollect 
per cent, would create a charge of hpw Utile proportion it bore tp the de- 
182,500/. annually. When the committee mands made by England on her sinking 
recollected that Ireland had abstained funtk in the lust three* years, apd that 
from encroaching on her sinking fund, during^ that period, though in the year 
and called to mind also the relative pro- IHIl England had acAjuiesced in the de> 
portions of the sinking funds of Great dared inability of Ireland to contribute 
Britain and of Ireland, as well as those by fresh taxes to the public exigency, and 
which they bore to the respective capital 4hat every effort has since been made Jby 
of their common debts, they would, he Ireland to meet her difficulties, and that 
trusted, approve of provision being made she now applies to this resource only when 
for the above charge, by cancelling a the resources of taxation are exhausted, 
certain portion of stock, now standing in If England has cancelled 2.50,000,000/., 
the names of the commissioners in Ireland he would not say that she had not pur- . 
. for the Redemption of tlfe* national debt. ,chased a right to do it by the sacrifices 
In England the principle had been acted she had continued to nu\k«^and if he now 
on. If it sbduld meet the approbation of recurred to the Batifi means qf relief, it. 
the committee, he should have the honour was known to those with whom be had 
to sute (he details more partidblarly on a acted, and indeed he hoped that the 
future day. The amouiTt of capital re- financial efFofts wiiich had been* made 
deemed in Ireland, Vas, in 5 per c^jnts., would prove that he hod not been eager to 
1,852,072/., in 4- per cents., 294,.500/. recur to it. Hefeltthatitwasuaneces- 
In 34 percents., 3,745,b58/. making in all, sary to dw'cU longer upon this or any 
7,892,330/. The whole of the 5 and 4 other p.oints, when he lecoUecied the 
per cent, stock lie should propose to cancel, ample discussion which most of the topics 
and a portion of that in the 3^ per cents., received on a former niglllt, and which 
ajpountyig to 2,231,914/. The dividends many of them p<f«ffa6ly would still receive 
'"upon these st.uck% ho had calculated as whileOu^uIs for consolidating the debts 
yielding 182,500/., sufficient to cover tlie eifiHPcvenues of both countries were ie 
whole ciarge of interest and sinking fun^ progress through parliament, 
created by the loans of the present year, Mr. l*un&onby said, he did not rise 
which h e ha_d s tated. It woulcl be right call the attentidn of the committee to the' 
thau/iHj HUiuTH be made applicable to the tnelanclioly p»»ii|iect presented *by the 
same charge whenever the s^ck thus, real state ufuie revenue of the couptry 
created became a fart of the funfl^d debt, as compared with its expenditure, since 
He might be permitted to observe, that > tins subject would be better discussed to- 
the capital thus cancelled was much less morrow, wR^ an hon. ahd learned friend 
than that existing in Iielabd wiien tl^e of his br^j^it forward* bis fingocial reso- 
sinii^ng fund was first established, theie, lutions. But he cun^ratidated the c’om- 
The amount of debt then in Ireland (in the rpittee that the House, In putting an end 
year 17i>7) being 5,825,(5oO/. The annual to, the property tMt*, bad not brought on 
income of the #nkiug fund applicable in the finances oi' the cauutiyA all those 
Ireland will stUl remaia ipore tirap suffi- ^.Us w^i(dijaaiio't>te^ had repeatedly, 
feient ftff the debt it has to act upop,, fCted ita,tde<yiioit woald occasion- ^ 

ihertv ^ '^igiratsaa^pd iitf?# ppBjpitt^ 
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srinistelr no«r found blmseif able to raise 
the and ttiaans in a way which ap> 
peared aallBfactory to tl>e House, and 
light and edsy tq the counky. It was 
aatia&ctory, that by resolutely persevering 
ip opposition to the property-tax, and by 
totally disregarding all the predictions 
«nd entreaties of the minister, we had 
now evep his testimony in favour of an 
opinion that tliqre was no necessity for it. 
It was also peculiarly satisfactory, that 
after he and his frioads had been so fre¬ 
quently charged with attempting to shake 
the credif of t^ie bank of England, that 
establishment, amidst all its trepidation, 
from such alleged attacks, was still in a 
capacity, to lend government 9 millioos 
in one year, and pt the same .time to add 
S millions to its aapital, and to increasp its 
credit. These were most satisfactory con- 
aiderations, and afforded proofs of the 
eolidity of the resources of the country, 
and especially of that favourhe institution 
tl^ bank, seeing that its credit and capital 
\rere boUi augmented, even in spite of the 
attacks which, he and his friends were 
alleged to -have made upon it. These 
were subjects of congratulation which he 
. could not refrain from stating* 

Lord A, Hamillon called the attention, 
of the .House the new arrangement 
proposed \yitli theo^k. That company 
iiad. agreed to lend *3 millions at 3 per 
cent., and the government^ on tiie other 
hand, <)ad agreed to recomjnend to par¬ 
liament to allow the bank or England to 
increase its capital by 2,900,0001. He 
wished to know, in case the House should 
admit one part,of the bargain and reject 
the other, whether the right hon. gentfe- 
man could atcept or obtain his three 
millions for the ser^S^ef th e y ear. He 
did not bflieve it. The HPwipfiw|re 
therefore not called to vote unshacklMt oA 
this matter, but we^ required to accede 
to an act which would ■ give an immense 
augmentation to the bank. If the right 
hon. ggntletnan had diap^ed his whole 
viepr of the question respecting liia ar¬ 
rangements with the bank at once, he 
dowted whether the House would have< 
aaactioned the liill which.;Jmd already 
passed respecting the advan^ of six 
ipiillons. On (tus augmentatiem of dapitai, 
lifoijhank wonld 'pay themselves 10 per 
oqitt.; which, with (he S per cent, al- 
wernment, would make IS per 
cnQ|« «£fo>was confidmt^that if th'eii»4l!^' 
cimw>|fiid been > properly conduct (m 
piq^sied jidi^tian; to. tbo wpaUf 
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have been accepted, and tiwi S per cent, 
saved to the country. As to bank paper 
being taken in payment of certain aebts, 
even after the restrictions should have 
expired, he did not approve that one set 
creditors should be paid in noteswi,nd 
tl)ii«,other in cash. « 

. Baring defended the fairness Sf the 
trandbetion on the part of the bank. It 
must me quite obvious, he thought, that 
the b^k might with perfect fairness have 
dividedfethe three millions of surplus pro¬ 
fits qs atbonus among its proprietors: but 
it had pursued another course, by which it 
had at once given additional security to 
its credit, and materially facilitated the 
financial arrangements of the current year. 
Nothing, he thought, could well be clearer 
to persons at all conversant with such 
subjects, than the financial statement of 
the chancellor of the*exchequer. He 
was surprised that the chancellor of the 
exchequer for Ireland had not stated the 
principles on which he proposed to take 
so much from the sinking fund of that 
country. It was true that a similar pro¬ 
ceeding had taken place in this country, 
but then the system and the principles 
were stated on which it was recommended 
for adoption. * ’He must confess, how- . 
cveiv that the statement of the chancellor 
of the exchequer was not quite so satis¬ 
factory to him as it appeared to be to bis 
right bon.Vriend, whose tAoefe of viewing 
the budget of tlie year was a little calcu¬ 
lated, to mislead ihb country as to the 
extentaof its resources. It must be ob¬ 
vious that a very small portion of the in¬ 
come of the year could be calculated as 
any thing like permanent income. To 
meet the expenditure of twenty-seven 
millions, the chancellor of the e^chequ^L.^ 
had shown nothing but^n income of per¬ 
manent taxes to the amount of 9,700,000/.; 
pit the rest,was made up of temporary 
resources, which could not be expected to 
recur. Tfiis was a state oX thin&s that' 
gave him little Batisfaction7mi!i*biiw.i.bich 
he could* not congratulate the country. 
Ifo cven^foared that tliitfsum of 9,7O0,OOO/. 
might mot be forthcoming in another 
year: this depended entirely on the cir- 
cj^stanco ifhetber the produce of the 
taxes should support itself or not. .But 
jn a revenue amounting to thirty mil>^ 
lions ‘ altogether, *he should not'be suiv 
prised, considering the state of the country, 
awfind lt on the decHoO; He Wmi appre* 
fedtoeii, frem^hat betitHi {maedi 
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oUT much i\t\pe the accoTints of the last from last ^car was much smaller than ’{J& 
quarter were made up. The general dis> expected, but it should be reco^eetad, 
tress and reduction of establishments made that in tlie same year not less than 20 mil* 
him apprehensive that his suspicions would lions of un^ihdea debt were {laid o^, anijl 
prove too well founded; so that, if the stillth&ediplus amount^ to five million* 
revejjue fell off only one fifth, thisVoi^.arttrSutdf for the supply^ of the presen^. 
at once make away with the whol^'^ He confessed he did think the treasury 
the disposable income of nine milUons. were entitled to some credit for this. It 
But even if the resqlt were othe^ise, was true the noble lord at the hqgd of the 
where were we to look in anotheff year treasury and himself werp assisted by a 
for the casual resources which thip year most efficient staff of secretaries. He bad 
enabled us to meet an expendimre of also to,pay a due tribute of praise to the 
twenty-seven millions ? The chancellor commissary in chief, whose indefatigable 
of the exchequer had toM us^that it exertioas had, he beliqved, 'saved the 
was altogether unprecedented in the first country millions. Part of the silver, to 
year of peace for the country to have the amount hf 600,000/., which was now 
a surplus of unexpended supplies to pipparing for coinage, was provided for 
the amount of S,400,0002. This, however, the use of jhe army in France, and had 
proceeded entirely from the immensity of not been expended. » 
supplies voted last year, to the amount of Mr. Baring said, his observations ap- 
120 millions, and the rapid termination of plied to the revenue oPthe country, which 
the war, which was ended almost before he felt persuaded would diminish rather 
we were aware of its commencement, than increase>ia the course of the current 
Under such circumstances, he should have year. , 

expected that the surplus would have been Mr. Tierney said, the right hon. gentle* 
much larger; its smallness appeared ex- man had stated, that this jvas about the 
traordinary. fiftieth time he had mentioned that this 

Mr. Ponsonby said, that so far was he was not the peace establishment; bat it 
from giving credit to the right hon. gen- was also about the fiftieth time that he had < 
^tleman f8r 1 ms flourishing etatement, he asked, what was the peace establishment i 
*had distinctly stated that he would abiitain lie firmly believed that-<(fSe right hon. 
from comniei^yting on the melancholy and gentleman and his colleagues h§d no in* 
calamitous view which he Iiad given the tention of briuging down the peace esta* 
House of Jthb finances of th^ country, blishment bel^ 82,000,000/. a year. Thte 
seeing that that subject wSuld best come observations ^ his hon. friend' deserved 
before parliament on* the motion of his the most seriems consideration, and be was 
bon. and learned friend which stoqp for surprised that the right non. gentleman 
to-morrow. ' should venture to tell them that this was 

The Chancellor qftheExchequer heggeA, a mere temporary supply In making 
for about tlie fiftieth time, tutell the right that statement, he was wilfully deceiving 
hon. gentlemen opposite that the present the public, as he mus t kndw that there 
was not the permanent peace establish- were 14|^ miilioter iHat could not arise 
'iniSnt. tie was desirous of spying a few again. HKTEad contrived to scrape up all' 
words in reply to wnat.had fallen from an thc^edds and ends, such as the unclaimed^ 
hon. gen^eman / Mr. Baring), who seem-^ dividends, and otheraitems of a similar: 
ed to be apprenensive lest 'the House nature; but it could not be concealed^^^ 
should have taken too sanguine*a view of that the prospect'of the countrv was fright^": 
the the epuntry. The hon. ful and alarmim^Thc right hors gentle*- 

f gentleman seemed to run into the old fal- man, howeverjnad told tliem that ihoy 
acy of confounding the expenmifure. of. were in a most flourishing state; but. ha‘ 
the present year with a permanent ]>eace avas sure th^ the consolidated fimd woildd 
expenditure. Besides, it mdst be evident not produce^\^ thing liSe what was cal* 
tl^at the supplies which he> had stated culated fo; the preserif yearw Did the' 
comprehended very large sums which were chancellor of the excbequei^ean to state' 
POt Tikely to occur again. It must be seriously ana soberly, thdt the war duties 
satisfactory to learn, thaf even giving up could be raised from'year to year/ TfaW' 
the property-tawk stilt the county was fact was, that the revenew had^becn de*' 
off ^,000,000/. ig^re debt than dhung,>nd fae was at issue wiUi the right 
it cqptracSeddn .tbejyear., a he horn geo* bon. gentlemafroo that point. ^******^1^ 

JIgid ciMSflaidbdulhMithe jut^u^' toenlwhidi Ae laid given 
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of April, 1816, incIiKled a mass'of tax^s 
iaiposeci in 1815, and wliicit outfit to be 
excluded. Tlie amount of fin- consoli¬ 
dated fund itf 1815 was 35,7^N»900/.; in 
1816 it was 39,43.9,000/. Thi.s .i a>,ftn ap¬ 
parent increase, l)ut it arose from ceitaiiV 
new taxes, such as llie stamps and the 
post-office, which formed a total <if 
900,000/.V To this, however, must be 
added tiie amount of the stamp duties, 
ending on tite 5th of April last, of which 
too account had beenffcyct laid befove the 
House. \V'ith respect to the war-dutifts, 
on the 5th of April 1815, tieey ambunteK 
to 9,9.39.(X)0/. ; on the .5th of April this I 
year, tliey were 9,491,000/. ^his, he re- | 
peated, wms an apparent increase; but tl>e 
total f.tlijng oil' of the revenue in the last 
year amounted (o no less a sum 3han 
&18,000/. Now, the right hon. gentle¬ 
man might say wl*at he pleased as to 
the flourishing state of our finances; 
but he (Mr. Tierney) trusted, he pos- 
aeased common sense on the subject, and 
he was certain that the revenue could 
sot bo kept up. The war duties were 
never designed to be continued in peace, 
and it was a delusion on the country to be 
* saying, the state of the reveitue is such, 

‘ that you can avail yourselves of a surplus, 
of the *conso1i?lhtcd fund, amounting to 
6,000,000k The ex^se was falling con¬ 
siderably, and would continue to fall much 
lower. Could any body Ifeljfve, when the 
landed'proprietor received (o rents, and 
tlie merchant wfs unable to find a market 
for his*goods, that the revenue could go 
on i The last war had Been called a war 
of^^omniercial advantage: but the arrival 
of peace was^he arrival of a moment of 
alarm. He was syrnrised to hear the 
chancellor of the exciielfliei^^^on them 
to vote thal the country was inlffhumgh- 
ing state, and that there was nothing to 
make them despond. When the right 
^ hon. gentleman said that we ought not to 
despond, agreed with him on the gene¬ 
ral principle; but it was*trj||jes8ible to look 
' at she situation of our affairs, and not feel 
flhe utmost anxiety and alarm. The right 
hoo. gentleman asked the Hwse to rely* 
^oa- his wisdom to* protect than against fu- 
tUlci difficulties; obt he did n«t believe 
fihi^ the right hgn, gentleman could go 
the next year^ He had told them 
^Pt^had borrowed 9,000,000/. of the 
li|HK hv#tnere was so mudi hdbi|s pocus 
ttstjgment that they could hardly t^V, 
^rrowed. Did he mean.fo^ 
say^ thii l|}8 hoB. friend was wrong in* 
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staling, that nof more thanp 9,000,000?. 
could be applied to the public service next 
year ? W.is imt this an alarming prospect 
for the country ? Was it not a melancholy 
consideration that in a time of peace we 
;|^fe to*go on from year to year witlwuit 
deJiteasing our debt ? lie did not profess 
to b»e any remedy for this evil; huttlrhat 
be sum was, that thc-Hotise of Commons 
had nVt dune its duty, by not having 
turned Us attention to the real state of the 
financeaof the country. A very fair, and 
he believed a very correct, statement had 
been given with respect to Ireland; but 
why had not thtf same been done with 
respect to England? W(iy did not the 
right hon. gentleman face bis difliculties 
manfully ? But, no: the chancellor of the 
exchequer said, only enable me to get 
over my present embarrassments, and rely 
on me fur the future.* The right hon. 
gentleman had brought into his account 
.5,GG3,755/. as the surplus grants of last 
year; but what had become of the resi¬ 
due? He had given the right hon. gentle¬ 
man great credit for asking for the sum 
which parliament voted, but he did not 
give him equal credit for getting rid of it. 
The war had lasted only a roopth, and 
though cur trbops had gained immortal , 
honour, that was no answer, wlien he asked 
wtiat had become of the irwmey. They 
were merejy told, however, that there were 
five millions antl^a half of surplus, and in 
addition to that, the bank of England ad¬ 
vanced nine millions.* The bank had now 
lent gBvernment 12 millions, but he did 
not like that we should be indebted to this 
amount in the shape of loan. He believed 
that all this was for the sake of continuing 
the hank restriction; and iiis firm convic¬ 
tion was, that tiie restriction woujd go on 
beyond the two years. • As to returning 
to'payments in specie, he had heard no¬ 
thing else for the last fifteen yeaif. The 
hank had^always contrived to keep the 
chancellor of the excheauei L under their 
thumb; and now when they kn'i^lV Chat he 
could repay them, they had secured 
the teomal of tlieir chSrter. The gover- 
nofs had certynly shown very great dex¬ 
terity in their arrangements with the right 
hisn. gentlemhn: neither Jonas nor Bres- 
lew, ner any of those people, could itave 
displayed more cynning. They made four 
distinct propositions; they were^to have 
interest and no interest; they were to re¬ 
ceive a bonus ^nd no bonus. These takfiu 
hsd completely,decqjved tht r%ht hon.. 
geotleman; but what wiyi tbeyceose^uencei: 



649] 


T.he Budget. 


Uay21, 1816 * 


If the revenue did not increase, we sliould. 
have to raile 12 millions in some way or 
other; or, in the course of another year, 
we must have a loan of 21 millions. We 
were thus left to the mercy of the bank, 
and we knew how far their kindaess fiXr, 
ffiSSed; they were merciful to the 
betyeen#3 per cent, and 5 per cen^and 
would lend us nothing without the r^ewal 
of their charter. From this view of our 
hnaocial situaMon, would any one say that 
the country was in a flourishin:^' state i 
There was nothing that could hold out 
any consolation whatever, unless j^arlia- 
ment would oblige mjpisters to coniine 
their expenditure within the revenue. He 
was quite sure that it would require a 
much greater talent Of public speaking 
than the right hon. gentleman possessed, 
to convince the House that this was not 
an alarming state of the country. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ap¬ 
pealed to the House, whether he had in 
any degree expressed despondency at the 
^situation of the country, or showed any 
disposition to shrink from the dilliculty of 
the times. 11 was his greatest satisfaction 
that, under all the circumstances of the 
(Country, he had been enabled to effect a 
loan on*sueh terras, that, a/ter all that had 
been said, no solid objection had been 
made to it. It was true that thil year 
only 3,000,(1l[)0/. of the public debt cotild 
be redeemed ; but the House would re¬ 
collect, tliat if the plan which he had first 
recommended bad .been adopted, about 
12,000,000/. would have been reddbmed. 
The right hon. gentleman had endeavoured 
to prove, that, although there was an ap¬ 
parent increase in the revenue this year, 
yet that in fact there was a diminution, 
because the produce of the taxes imposed 
-during'the last session ought to be de¬ 
ducted. That s9ch a deduction ought to 
be made was perfectly well-£}unded, and it 
araounred to about 900,000/.‘ By deduct* 
ing this sum from the prodace of last 
year’s r^ve ynio. it would give an apparent 
exfCBsof the produce of the preceding 
year to the araopnt of about''^00,000/. 
But then the right hon. gentlernan foj^ot i 
to add the amount of the taxes which nadi 
expired during the last yegr, which had 
been available in the preceding year, 5hd 
thete amounted to 830,000/. So that the 
right hon. gentleman after all was com¬ 
pletely wrong, ^s instead of a diminution 
of the produce of last year compared with 
tbtft of the preceding, there was ipr 
«W 6 fl 0 , 0 (tofc^ 800 , 000 ?, ‘ ' 
(*V0L; ^ 


[ 8 ^ 


rc- 


Slr //» Parnell contended, that the 
Venue of Ireland might be grestfly aug¬ 
mented, if a new system of collection were 
adopted. jlConsideriug thc^rossand rielt 
amouimdrrevenue, it was quite clear that 
was very great room for improve¬ 
ment. The nett revenue was 5,700,000/. 
per annum; the gross revenue 7,500,000/., 
making a difference, for the collection, of 
upwards of 1,500,000/. Tlfe customs 
were collected at the ralte of 16 per cent., 
while in England their collection did not 
requrre more than'Si per cent. On the 
post-office revenue the expense of collec¬ 
tion was not less than 756 per cent. Of 
230,000/. which the post-office duties last 
year produced, only 79,000/. were paid 
into the exchequer. In the customs, the 
most extrtfvagant expense was also appa- 
rehl, particularly with* reference to the 
law proceedings whigli it was found ne¬ 
cessary to institute, from time to time. 
With regai;d to distillation, if that branch 
of the revenue could be reformed, it would 
produce not less than 1,200,000/. per ‘an¬ 
num. If a proper control were eft'ected, 
over the excise officers, aAd if gentlemen 
of property would assist the collection of 
the revenue in that ^department, a great _ 
advantage would be eftected.. There ap- ’ 

f ieared to him to be aveyagreat necessity 
or introducing a total change inlhemode 
of appointing the subordinate 5fficers who 
were employee^ in the collection of the 
excise. Hese the different boardj elected 
their own jfficers, but in Ireland they 
were uniformly appointed by the lord 
lieutenant. The boards in that Country 
had no influence whatever. The hon. 
baronet expressed his firth conviction, that 
the expenses now incursed, in conse¬ 
quence of the d^^jMsbed state of Ireland, 
might ajji-bfi saved, if proper means of 
],o*nc;lliuion were adopted, /it present a 
f^ce of near 30,000 men was kept up in 


crease 


that country, whicH by proper man^^- 
ment might be dispensed with. Tni^ 
concession of the Catholic claims would, 
in the couraoNJf^ very short fime, allay 
the ferment which at present occa^i&ned 
so much mischief there.-—But so long as 
the HousS^fused to consider the Catho¬ 
lic queslion^he fear^ that tbb" country 
would bt»put tothe Oxpen^ of twoorthree 
millions a year, for thbjsupport of a niili- 
tary force. He was alao of opinion, that 
the sum of 100,000/. per, apuura, which 
.“^e estabUshitiqDt of the lord lieute¬ 
nant 1bo8t|^i|ht be saved to the public, 
Hnin»tklt eee\o reason why Ireland could 
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not be governed like any other phrt of the As to the general observation j of his hon> 
British empire, without incurring such an friend, the member for the Queen’s county, 
enormous expense. . could hardly account for what had fal< 

Sir J. Neiltport thought revenue len from him. The revenue from spirits 
would be greatly increased in Irdikod, if was already much beyond that sum which 
the control ove,r it should cease to be titc-.^j|Br.hon'. friend had calculated on 
subject of political interference. The cx- greSit increase. With respect to other 
ercise of government influence with res- branohes of revenue, he would flut k to 
pect to thv various appointments, was the his ovVn candour, whether they had not 
source of cndlessi loss and vexation. He been rhised beyond example i If his lion, 
tlien complained that of late years the friend recollected the produCe of the inland 
taxes had been paid sliiefly out of the ca- duties when he was himself at the board 
pital of the country—a system eve*y of tre^su^, he would not think light of what 
where ruinous, byt more cspscially to Ire* had beenfdone.* In truth, the country had 
land, who was already deprived of the be- made great eftbrtsf and had made them 
nefit of so much of her capital 6 y the rcsi- cheerfully. As to the expense of the col- 
dence of absentees in this country. • lection of the revenue, it was mostuncandid 
Mr. JV. Smith read a letter fgim Ireland to compare it with that in a kingdom where 
in corroboration sfsir H. Parnell’s st^te- the public income was ten times as great, 
ment. It related to the great amount of j and where the establishments were by no 
law expenses in Crolvn prosecutions; and ) means in the same propoBtion. This should 
stated, that although in one circuit, nine ' always be remembered in the department 
counsel had been employed, al an expense of customs particularly to which the hon. 
of (lirec guineas each, to transport one member had alluded. As to the post-office, 
Whiteboy, yet the business was shifted it would be bad policy indeed, in a couu- 
froin one to th^ other, and in fact, very try like Ireland, to look to it merely as a 
badly done; insomuch, that very lately source of revenue. It had been.madc, and 
the attorney-general had been obliged to laudably made, subsidiary in the first in- 
• send down 6 erjeant\Joy in addition, on* a stance to the accommodation of the pub- 
prosecution -for a libel. The expenses ^ lie, and to the improvement of thiir com- 
were veiy greilWn that country, and he munications, which ultimately would more 
knew an individual who paid a fine of 50l. than repay even in reveDue»itself. The 
and 120 /. costs, on a business that never hon. baronet knew the expense of the con- 
came to trial, and where there were no veyance of mails, the establishment of 
fees to«counseI. This sum Vas paid by coaches, and the^urveys of the great lines 
the party. would leave it to the of ro^, all which fell heavy upon the re- 

House 4o judge what the expense would venue ^f the post office, and were not 
have been had the raattenr come to trial, charges on the samfe branch in this coun- 
) and the costs b^n paid by the country. try; of all objections this was the last 
Mr. Kesey Fitzgerald complained of th*e which he expected, from him or from any 
course which t?te lio n, me mber who spoke Irish representative. There were but two 
last Had taken‘—not Sofli^f ^e introduc- other points he would refer to. ^ It had 
tion of matter so irrelevant—n*SlB 4 )nly of been said, that the apjiointmeut of th? 
bringing in the discussion of legal pro&-* officers of all departments ought to rest 
cutiuns and their attfndant expense in a yith the boards and not with tjie lord 
question of supply; for the hon. gentleman, neutenant. Kow, he thought that there 
perhaps, himself was not aware, that tliey was as gooft a chance of th e lord licute- 
were not prosecutions CM||gcted with the nant doing his duty jioPOui'SPl^ of 

rev^ue. One of those he ban stated was a the jentl^Den (though he felt great re¬ 
case of libel; and how did the hon. gen- speet forwhem) who had ever sat at any 
tleman introduce them ? In Ais andny- i of those boards. It was better that every 
mous letter {[♦» nSt anonym^UH ^ Mr, public mmi shduld be immediately before 
Smith, across the ifou8e3 *-'^09 his cor- tbg aye of the public and ot parliament, 
respondent ha<^a name, but the non. mem- pad. tbp rMpoosibility was greater which 
ber did not choosd to give it. * He could was not divided with colleagues, even if 
have wished, as he Uhd abstained from each could shift bff improper imputation 
raentionii^ bis name, that he 4iad also from bimselfl Of the noble person who 
abstained; ftom mentioning the bf was now lord lieutenant, he felt ithis^uty 

^cvemi learned gentlemen-whom ite had i pay that he nad acted .th|ou|^ut, in 
^rather unfairly, to thoae with a 
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view to the iylvantage of the revenue. It j to the thfrd and last branch of the lion, 
would be well if those to whom the same baronet’s economical project, namely, the 
power might be confided hereafter, whe* abolition of ^e local government of Ire- 
ther boards or others, acted as purely and land, he dj^not think it nedessary to de- 
with the same regard to the public ser- tain tlm i^ouse by any observation upon 
vic^ It was not now the time td notic^ flSlS't point. 

what the hoa. baronet had said on the^Ai- General Matthew said, that in consl- 
tholit question; it was a bad compliment quence of the right hon. gentleman’s allu- 
to insinuate that the expense of our mili' sion to the county of Tipperary^ of which 
tary establishment would be saved by Ca> he had the honour to be a representative, 
tholic emancipation. He could not con- he felt it necessary to say a few words, and he 
cede this point, or that there was any con- wouldjrcpeat, that tranquillity was restored 
nexion between the disturbances of Ijj^un- in*that county—that more had been done 
ster and religious dissatisffletionf and he \>ithin« vcry«short perio^ through the in- 
must be forgiven for saying that this was fluence of conciliation, than the right hon, 
not the first time he had felt regret at see- gentleman’s* system of police had been 
ing the manner in which the hon. baronet able to accomplish within many months, at 
had advocated that question. As to the an expensq of 8,3001. to the inhabitants 
assimilation of the currency, he had ex- of ^ county. To pay4tltis expense, he 
plained himself on a former night very (general M.l as a member of the grand 
fully. He had wished to make it a part jury, was obliged to tdsent, although con- 
of that great financial union which was to vinced of the inefficiency of the system, 
incorporate both countries; but he thought He did not, ‘however, mean to blame the 
any pledge of a prospective measure un- right hon. gentleman for incumbering ^he 
advisable until the whole subject could be county with such expense, because he 
maturely considered. ’ was aware, that the introduction of his 

Mr./^eelstated, first,that upon the repre- system was called for by the magistrates; 
sentation of a public board to the lord but he was fully satisfied, that more good 
lieutenant, as to the inefficiency of any would bavo been done without than with 
, officer, ftiat officer’s service was dispensed that system. Indeed, he was assured, that 
with; secondly, that no officer was dis- no good whatever was by what, in 
missed unless in consequence of the repre- compliment to the right hon. gentleman, 
sentation of the board under which he were called “ the peelers.” He could 
acted; and fliirdly, that no officer’s salary assure the House, that no information, as 
had been increased, unlels the board, with to any conspfi-acy or malefaction vws ever 
which that officer Was connected,, con- obtained by’thosc peelem—that no evil 
curred in the application for such iq^rease. was prevented or punished through their 
This he could venture to affirm, from his intervention or attivity. For instance, no 
knowledge of the government of Ireland; one takqn up by the peelers on the charge 
and he thought the statement necessary, o\ being concerned in the murdec of that 
in order to repel the suspicion of any un- worthy magistrat e M r. Bilker, had ever 
due inQuence upon the conduct of that been convictedr'I^le the information 
‘ government. A% to the hon. baronet’s which to the apprehension and con- 
plan of economy, it seemed extraordinftry ’vi^on of some of the murderers, was oW 
that thit plan should include, first, a rq,- tained by the residqnt magistrates. Yet 
duction of 30,000 men from an army, the county was called upon to pay thocue 
which altogej^r consisted of only 25,000; peelers 8,3001.; that is, the innocent wer^ 
an^iteoondlj^ the reduction of criminal compelled to qg^^for the guilty,,wiiile the 
prosecutions, which the hon. baronet, no payment mUSe to those wbo^ contributed 
doubt, proposed Vith a view tm promote nothing either to the prevention or detec- 
the tranqimlity of the country, which pro-i tion of in too man^sinstances dis- 
bably, the bon. baronet was encouraged abled tenW|js from pAying their rent, 
to think quite secure, from the favourmle Now, as Jo bis hon. fsiena’s plan for eco- 
acqpunt which the House had leccntly nomizing tjie expenditure %f the Irish go- 
heard of the state of the county of Tip- veiument. He (^ner&l M.) denied tliat 
perary. The hon. baronet could not, bis hon. friend bfw* ever called for .the re- 
however, hoptf to derive a very material duction "of 30,000 men. 'Ybprefore the 
aaiRng on the latter head* for the*vote for '|^hthbD.gentletnan^|oke wasunfisund^ 
the whdle of the euense of criminal pro-1 Yne fienstal ^amtained that a saving k 
secutiou amotmis^to only .(^s | SOOf^OiL i,yeir mig^t be nry easily made 
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in Ireland, and principally by the abolition 
of the local government. For there was 
no occasion Imr a lord lieutenl^t in Dublin 
merely to drive a coach and sn^-\<Tom the 
castle to the Phcenix park, at an'^pp'^y;, 
t(v the country of 30,0C)0/. a year ; nor was' 
there any occasion for the office of the 
right hon. secretary Peel, who had a salary 
of 6,00()A a year, with two noble houses, 
for which he did nothing at all but trouble 
the country. There were several other 
offices also which mJ^ht very well bfe abo¬ 
lished, and. among them a secretary at \Jar 
with a large salary, for whiffli he did no¬ 
thing but write letters to the. jfcomanry, 
which might just as well be written from 
the war 'office in this country. In fatil, 
since the Union, which rendered Ireland a 
mere province, fhe Irisfi court was ^oite 
a mockery, to whiyh none but the parti- 
sans of the government resorted, which 
indeed served oifiy to encourage party 
dissentions. Therefore no 'independent 
Irish nobleman or gentleman now resided 
in Dublin. All their mansions were sold 
or let to barristers and attorneys, and thus 
Dublin was injured by the residence of the 
court. If, however, this court were re- 
• moved—if Ireland'were put fin the same 
footing as Scej^nd—he had no doubt that, 
Dublin.^ike Efuinburgh, would be resorted 
to in the winter mcntlis by the indepen¬ 
dent nobility and gentry of the country, 
who now occasionally visfte^ that capital, 
merely upon business, and nfrely residing 
any where but at hotels. The hon. gene¬ 
ral sil^gpsted that the Castle might be 
‘ converted to the use of tfie public, so as to 
obviate the necessity of any newbuildisg 
for the Customs and excise, wliile the coun¬ 
try houses beTongin^i4i^hc court, might 
be sold for thepublicbenefit. strongly 
recommended the abolition of twbarrjjck 
establishment, with a view to farther savlhg*. 
There was, he said, at present, to be found 
barrack master, with a barrack, in nu¬ 
merous^ districts, without any army to oc¬ 
cupy it. ‘Thus an expefl9l|^hich was to- 
, *®%.«"nccessarj’, was imposed upon the . 
public, to maintain a scandalous system j 
impoyerishid country, i 
vit. that the kmrference of 

the police objectea to by the gallant of- 
ficef, ^as introduced in the last instance 

T‘P.perary, upon the 
^^isition ^of 76 magistrates, whd had 
” experience of thItOTStemi, 

tpt there was no intention of ereSt- 
iifif buildings for bither thb Wu- 

•• V 
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Mr. Croker did not rise to* deny or de¬ 
fend the number of counsel which might 
be employed, as the hon. member for 
Norwich had stated, in the Munster cir- 
, rait. ^ yi^hen he knew any thing of that 
''w^uit, the number was much smdhw; 
ho^it might be now he cohld^not say, 
but lie wished to deny the charge which 
the hon. member had brought iigainst the 
barristers, of grossly neglecting their duty, 
and shifting their business from one to 
another in so careless a way, that at last 
the busicicss w^as not done at all, and the 
criminals escaped. He would venture 
utterly to deny tfus statement; the gen¬ 
tlemen alluded to were some of tlie most 
respectable names- at the Irish bar, and 
they would scorn to be guilty of such a 
mean neglect of duty as that imputed to 
them. It was rather hard, that on the in¬ 
formation of an anonymfius letter, the cha¬ 
racters of these respectable individuals 
should be thus stigmatised. It should be 
recollected that jirofessional men, above 
all others, depended on their character 
even for their livelihood; and what could 
be a.more grave imputation against a bar¬ 
rister, than that he received fees for busi¬ 
ness which he af^prwards neglected to do? 
He was confident that this heavy charge 
against some of the most enlightened and 
Iianourable members of the f rish bar was 
unfounded^ he could positively assert, 
that when he ^ad happeneif to know 
something of the circuit alluded to, all the 
counttel employed did regularly attend, 
and tHb business was done in a manner 
corresponding to their eminent abilities. 
He thought it right to soy so much on 
behalf of geiftlemen thus unhandsomely 
attacked, without the possibility of being 
able to defend themselves; and heithought 
tins hon. member would have done more 
fairly, if be hgd either not mentioned the 
names of the barristeix, or givel up the 
name of t]»e correspondent who had tra¬ 
duced them. 

Mr. Smith exprefted his regret fhiie his 
obscrvatkns should beiaken in this view. 
He was^ready to confess, that he was in 
so&e degree liable to the rebuke of the 
hon. membei^ but he would say, that he 
rdkliy did not mean to make any charge 
against these barristers: it might how¬ 
ever have been .better, if he had not 
named them; but he only meanF to say, 
that according to the old proverb, too 
ntany cooks appeared here to |poil»the 

^ Mr^ J. P. Grant aikedt whether- the 
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committee were to understand that the 
sum now required for the service of Ire¬ 
land would comprise the suppler necessary 
to meet all charges i 

Mr. V. Fitzgerald answered, that it 
woflnd meet the whole expenditure of 
land, including her share of Uie joint <:on- 
tribution of the two countries. 

Mr. Grenfell, after noticing the amazing 
profits derived, by the proprietors o^ bank 
of England stock, repeated his objection 
to the payment of any interest for the 
three millions to be advanced W tUe go¬ 
vernor and company of "that 'establish¬ 
ment. • 

The resolutions were then put and 
agreed to. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May 28. 

Silver Coinaoe.] The earl of Liver¬ 
pool delivered a Message from the Prince 
Regent respecting the Silver Coinage 
[See this day’s proceedings of the Com- 
mons]. On the motion that the said 
message be taken into consideration on 
Thursday, 

Xtorf^liolland said, it was desirable that 
• the House should know‘what the mea-, 
sures were in which its concurrence was 
required. Did the noble earl meaq to 
move for p committee to .^onsider the 
subject, hnd report, or^ to lay any docu¬ 
ments on the tabl^ or give any informa¬ 
tion t(» tile House as tq the particiilar na¬ 
ture of the meusures.which weroiin con¬ 
templation with respect to this very im¬ 
portant subject. 

The Earl of Liverpool said, that though 
this was a subject which belonged pecu¬ 
liarly to the Crown by its prerogative, yet 
an act of parliament would be necessary 
to carry into effect certain branchel of 
the nffeasure which it was proposed 
take for the accomplishment of this im¬ 
portant object. When the Dill for this 
purpose should be brought to their lortl- 
fihips House, it would be his d^ty to state 
the nature of the measures, noth those 
which were to be put ip operation by 
virtue of the royal prerogative, and those 
which it was intended to m'ake the subject 
o&an act of parliament. 

Lord Holland said^ that his question 
went to a different point. He wished to 
know whethe/ it was the intentign of the 
nable earl to promse the appointment of 
a commitAe to inquire into the present 
state erf tbftsUvfr coinage, the nature wtf 


extent of the evil, and the best mode of 
applying the proper remedy. a 

The Ear^f Liverpool replied, that it 
was not u^nded to propose the appoint- 
m ent.^ a committee. 

’^"'ifte motion was agreed to. 

■% 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 28. 

Mendicity of the* Metropolis.] 
Mr. JUose presented the report pf the com¬ 
mittee appointed to inquire into the sta.e 
<)f th* mendacity of the^metrdpolis. The 
right hon. gentleman entered into a 
variety of* details. He said, that those 
persons who obtained their livelihood by 
begging ere of different classes, .and 
oi^n not to be confounded. 'Some of 
them were sturdy rogues, who resorted to 
it from choice, and who accompanied 
their solicitations for charity by menaces. 
Others were out-pensioncrs of Chelsea 
and Greenwich hospitals, who endea¬ 
voured by that system to add to their 
means of subsistence. The House would 
see from the report now on the table, the 
nature and extent of those evils. Another 
class of beggars consisted of persons, 
whose necessities partly drove them to 
that practice, and who sSBd nooopportu- 
nity of returning to their,, respective 
homes. In one small court, in the parish 
of Mary-le-bone, containing only twentv- 
four houses^thcre were no less than 700 
persons of that description, all huddled 
together, twenty or thirty of them sleep¬ 
ing in one roont. The worst part of the 
evil resulting from mepdicity, related, 
m the opinion of the comniittue, to the 
children employed in earthing it on. It 
would be seen tVdiSr*the report, that there 
were ii»f§nts from two years-old, to eight 
Sid ten, carried about the metropolis, by 
their parents sometimes, and sometimes 
by those who hired them, to obtain by 
their means, money from charitable 
sons. It uncommon ’ thidg to ob¬ 

serve twii^in the arms of a beggtyr for 
several years together, always having the 
same appearance, and never seeming to 
grow an/i.Dlder. Mofe capittd convic¬ 
tions had taken plaoe of young children, 
for feloDiqs and other offerees, within the 
last two or three ydars, than was ever 
known before. Some remedy certainly 
ought to be applied, and itdi^d been sug- 
j^ested to have sufficient number of /bid 
men of war stationed in the river Thao^, 
where they might be sen^ and educa|ed 
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in a sort of nautical school. He merely 

mcutioiAitl this as a hint which had been 

thrown out, and which might perhaps be 

deserving of flie attention of\i^rliament. 

The committee had extended in- 
• • ■ . .1 1 __ 


Trinity HoiJe. 
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move for leave to* bring in a 1^11 to estab> 
lish in Scotland certain public places for 
the reception of criminal and pauper lu> 
natics. 

Mr. Lyttelton suggested tiie propriety 


qairies into the laws now existing, as apn'Sjj^evyihg a small county rate to eniri»lip 
plibable to the repression of mendicity, " ' 

and the weight of evidence certainly was 
in favoui\of the efficacy of those laws. 

He must say, hqwever, that the only law 
which he knew of was the vagrant act, but 
that act appeared t» him deficient,^ inas< 
much as under its operation the magis¬ 
trates could exergiseno discretion. •■The^ 
were obliged to treat all alike^ whatever 
might be the motives or necessities which 
impelled them to beg. The committee 
finally submitted to the House«whether it 
would npt be expedient to sanction a<iir- 
ther inquiry into the subject, to be carried 
on by commissioner^ in difierent parishes. 

However, it woul& be too late to do any 
thing this session, and he would therefore 
propose, that early in the next session the 
subject should again be taken into consi¬ 
deration. , 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

• Mad-houses Bidl.] Mr.Hosebrought 
up the report of the committee on the 
state of Mad-h'ihiscs in England, and ob¬ 
tained leave tobringin abillpursuantthcre- 
to. The right hon. gentleman immediately 
brought up the bill, whiclvwas for the re¬ 
peal of \he 14th and 55th of^he king, for 
regulating mad-jiouses. In moving that 
it be read a first time, he stated that the 
committee had, after the most patient 
investigation adopted the provisions of thp 
present bill, which principally were, that, 
instead of the ^lysic jans o f the neighbour¬ 
hood, or those in ana i^r the metropolis, 
together with a neighbouring m'hgistrate, 
being the inspectors of suchestablishmen&,i 
they should be twice 41 -year examined^ &c. 
by eight commissioners appointed by the 
secretary of jtate for the home department 
for thatpirpose, throughwat kingdom. 

Thft commissioners to be assisted by two 
of the local magistrates in each district, 
armed with e^al powcrsi^nd.the mem¬ 
bers for counties Vere to shg^this privi¬ 
ly. There was also a provisjpn in the 
bffi relative td the erection ,of lunatic 
asjdunts in count'ies, and ordering the 
Eeeeption therein of p&uper lunatics, who 


were '^kit(|ed at present to nuige abroad, 
to theiiFoiTja^d the public injury/ * 
Lord took that ^portunity of 

statK^, Iblitefy next session he ^nld' 


parishes to send pauper lunatics to proper 
asylums for their reception. Vhe'ex¬ 
pense would be trifling, and the benefit 
considerable. 

w 

Pkikce Regen^t’s Message respect¬ 
ing ,TUE Silver Coinage]. Lord 
Castlerea^h presented the following Mes¬ 
sage from the Priiiue Regent: 

“ George P. R. 

“ The Prince Regent, acting in the 
name and on the behalf of his majesty, 
having taken into consideration .the pre¬ 
sent defective state and inadequate amount 
of the Silver Coinage of this realm, and 
the importance of applying an effectual 
remedy to these evils, has given the ne¬ 
cessary directions for providing a new and 
extensive issue of silver coins, and he re¬ 
lies upon the assistance of the House of 
Commons in enabling him to carry these 
directions into cfiect, and updn their cor¬ 
dial co-operatiop in any further nteasures 
which may be requisite for the completion 
of tlii^important service. 

• • b. P. RP 

On the (Motion of Mr. Weflesley Pole, 
the said message'was ordered to be re- 
ferredato a committee'of the whole House 
on Thursday. 


Trinity House.] Mr. Rose, pur¬ 
suant to notice, moved fur certain pa¬ 
pers respecting the receipts and expen¬ 
diture of the Trinity-house. He ojiscrved 
that a charge bad beee brought against 
that most respectable body of having un- 
i)[orthily applied to their own purposes 
those revenues which were intended to be 
otherwise used j and theyJhad, in conse¬ 
quence, made an unanimous request, to 
him that would call for all such papers 
as'Vould'throw the utihost possible light 
jtupoti the subject. He had no doubt, that, 
when those papers were presented, they 
wofild be fouhd to contradict every as¬ 
sertion .made by the hon. gentleman op¬ 
posite, on A former occasion. He did not 
mean to charge fiim with deliberate mis- 
statemeqt, but be hoped it would render 
him a litide more cautious in ascertahijng 
tba grounds of a serio|is charge before he 
fafought one ia future* ^Ituii3l>eeastated: 
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that the anniul revenue of the corporation 27,00(^. Had been actually applied of the 
was 174,0(X)Zrinstead of which it turned profits to the maintenance of aItn8*houses. 
out that the average revenue of the last It was vcry^ingular to observe on this 
two years was only 82,000/. per annum; part of tli^i^ubject, that 160/. a-year was 
and that average had been increased in thejag^regularJy charged for the repairs 
cgipasquence of the unusual numbeV of fq*^ i^CT'thMe houses-.-a sort of lumping sum, 
reign vesselsewhich had arrived during tKe which appeared very extraordinary.—The 
period. ’I'he average of the two years hon, member then read the opinion of 
preceding was not more than 70,000/. lord*cbancellor Northington, viiicli he 
The next charge related to the surplus had already quoted, shpwing that the 
pilotage, and it'appeared that that surplus power of the corporation had been misap* 
had been applied to building alms houses plied if they did not»scrupulously devote 
for decayed pilots. lie should likp to th» balance of their profits to charitable 
know how it could be better employed, plirposcs. ’Klie expensq of 5^0,000/. or 
The right hon. gentlemr.n then went into 40,000/. for the Trinity-house, the right 
other statements, and contended, that until hon. gentleman had said, was an old ex> 
within the last week the breath of calumny p^nse, and paid for long ago; but did the 
had never ventured to arraign that corpo- circumstange of its having been paid 4br 
ration. If their revenues had increased, sanptify the expcnditure,«or rendei; an in- 
80 had their charities. Their pensioners quiry less necessary into the fact of the 
were now more tiV.n doubled, being7,000 expense? — lie wotlfl again advert to 
at the present moment. They had also what the right hon. gentleman had said 
increased the number of alms houses. He on the affair of the commissioners of nor- 
thought it but fair, when they were so un- them lights at Liverpool, and be would 
justly attacked, that their real conduct ask that right hon. member whether he had 
should be exhibited in its proper light, nut himself addressed a letter to Mr. Glad- 
Ile concluded by moving for various pa- stone, dated the 5th of May, in which he, 
pers connected with the amount and ap- on the part of the corporation, declined 
plication of the funds belonging to tlie the ofter of lighting tlie Isle of Man posi- ’ 
Trinity Corporation, the ’namber of alms ^tion, on the ground that the Trinity-house 
houses which they had erected duriiig the ’doubted the extension oftWeir powers to 
last ten ycaa'., and the persons receiving that island. On the subject of patronage, 
pensions for the same period. he bad to say, that it was rather singular 

Mr. Buck felt it necessary'to defend that in looking at the appointment of mas- 
himself from the unoieritbd attack which ter of the lyinity-house, such alterations 
had been made upoh him by the /ight should have been made ps their history 
hon. gentleman. He would appeal^o the disclosed. Mr. Pitt was first appointed; 
recollection of the Houle, if he de.served earl Spencer succeeded him, but on the 
suchanattack; or.ifanynicinbcr,incalling change of administration was put out to 
for the accounts of a public, body, was to m’ake way for the duke of Portland, who, 
be deterred from the discharge of liis duty however, as well as hi^i sucbhssor, the mar- 
by threats of this kind, which, if tolerated, quis of Catnden, continued to hold the of- 
would amount to qp extinction of the in- fice after they had ceased to hold the re- 
dependent functions of a member of pitr- spikisible situations in administration. It 
liament.! But notwithstanding what the, was therefore rather extraordinary that a 
right hon. gentleman had said on this sub- member of one administration should be^ 
ject, he would still fearlessly pursue the removed from the office of master in a po» 
patlj^.of his ddty. blow, on the point of litical chan^,^hilst others, ofi difierent 
the proposal from Liverpool, rdative to modes of tmnUng, were still retained in 
the Isle of Man lights, which had been al- their situations. The hon. member con- 
luded to by the right'hon. member* as icluded by stating, that what he had for- 
emanating from the merchants of Liver- merly said, V^^se from hi^ opinion of the 
pool, the contrary was the fact, for he facts of the case, atid whether it was 
in p^scssion of a letter of the right hon. 120,0(K)/. o{ 80,000/. he^stM thought some 
gentleman, dated 14th November, 1814, reduction ought to be made in mvour of 
and addressed to die accredited agent of tbe shipping rnteresd. As to his motives 
the Trinity corporation, stati ng a proposal for having called tbe attention b^he House 
frqnqjthe right hon. geotieqiaq himself qn fmthis subject, he was so convinced of the 
this subject. • On the subject of pilotage, propriety of. v^at be bad ui^d, that h$ 
the right m^ifbec, bad stated, ‘would not gidniay a word he had utteltd* 
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Mr. Rose in explanation said,‘that three 
years before the date of his letter alluded 
to, the proposition from JUverpool had 
been made te the Trinity-ho&^. 

Sir W. {Curtis, with much waf^h, dc- 
fended the corporation of the Trioity^ifBitert#! 
i’A>ni the imputations that had been cast 
upon them. 

Mr. Tierney said, that he had not had 
the advantage of being in the House on a 
former night when this subject was discus¬ 
sed. From what he heard at present, how¬ 
ever, he was at a loss to see how the Qpr- 
poration dould have been altackedin tke 
manner alluded to. All he could under¬ 
stand was, that his hon. friend had been 
forestalled in his motion for an inquiry ^r 
papers by the right hon. gentleman oppo¬ 
site and he coi^d now see very plainly 
that the right hon. gentleman was anjriuus 
to forestal the argument of the case. Had 
his hon. friend, iqdeed charged the corpo¬ 
ration of the Trinity-house with corruption, 
the argument of the right hon. gentleman 
might have been consistent: but, as it 
was, he had only imputed to them, as a 
body, that cifreless negligence of their 
funds, which they, in common with every 
, other corporation ip the empire, were sub- 
jeetto, namely, that as they grew rich they 
bccame»careiiRte.—His hon. friend’s notiod 
of the resectability of the corporation was 
precisely of the same' nature. He had no 
objection to their having a good house, and 
of course a good house-wlrming. But 
it was rather strange, that tfie right hon. 
gentiqman’s objection on this occasion 
went not to the production of papers, for 
he had himself moved for them, but to the 
mere f^ct of as'king for them. It wodid 
therefore appeur that if his hon. friend had 
admitted there wasTTUrtiing so proper as a 
magnifieeqj: buildinglike the Trinity-house, 
and suitable dinners within its walls, tl^re 
would have been no^ objection to his mo¬ 
tion. As to the patronage, he believed 
•■they had a great deal. They had invariably 
been th^si^porters of Pitt’s system, 
th^juugh thick and thin^ toncluded 
by saying, that no imputation had been 
cast on the individual conduct of the cor-, 
poraUon; all thst had beenjdtended was, 
that when corporatmns amaSSed large sums, 
thw ought to be strictly looked aner. 

the motions were agreed* to, and the 
|)hpeni severally brought up afterwards, 
Und ordered to lie ou the table., 

AosiPmAN L0AN.3 1V&, Hammersley 
^‘rose^ p^ennurat to notice, to briug under the 
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consideration of the House the subject of 
the large debt due by thc*'Austrian go¬ 
vernment to this country. He could as¬ 
sure the House, that in entering on the 
discussion of this question, nothing could 
idjq furtiicr from his wish than to diqunish 
*nie good understanding so happily s^STis- 
ting between the two countnu8.«< Hie only 
object was, to maintain that spirit of vigi¬ 
lance, and that superintending control over 
the public expenditure, which peculiarly 
fell within the duty of that House in times 
of such general dimculty and distress* He 
should, tlia first instance, therefore call 
to their recollection, that in February 
1795 a message was brought down to the 
House from the throne recommending the 
adoption of such measures as might enable 
Austria to make those efforts wliich her 
government was then disposed to exert 
against the common eqemy. For this pur¬ 
pose the raising of a loan in this country 
was deemed the most advisable course of 
proceeding, and Mr. Pitt distinctly said in 
his speecii on that occasion, that the treaty 
would contain an obligation on the bank 
of Vienna for the repayment of 400/. for 
evefy that might be advanced. As 
a furtiicr security, it was added, that mea¬ 
sures would be* taken for enahling this 
country, in the case of nonpayment, to* 
sue the emperor in his own courts, agreea¬ 
bly to the laws and constitution of his 
states. @n that occasion Mf. Pitt had 
asked, wlielher* it was probable that the 
emperor of Austria,*having given such se- 
curifies, could hesitate to pay the loan, and 
trample on every principle of justice ? The 
treaty was finally concluded- upon the 
principle that his majesty the king of 
Great Britain was to possess the power of 
recovering both princip.)! and interest. 
The whole sum advanced in 1*795 was, 
4'»600,000/., for whiCh an annuily of 
115,000/. was granted. In the y^ar 1797, 
*a sum of 3,669,000/. was advanced, paya- 
blebyan annuity ofl 10,000/.: andthedivi- 
dends due on the money*«*hus sub'cribed 
had been regularly paid at the baTfk of 
E^glaiuft The whole^of this debt includ¬ 
ing the arrears ofinterest now amounted 
to 14-,14‘l-00(*/.; with regard to which, no 
communication had hitherto been made to 
parliament. As twenty-one years had 
now lapsed without any notice beiftg ta¬ 
ken by his majjesty’s ministers Jn that 
House of ihisclear and aqjcnowledged debt 
due by the emperor of Austria to the suf¬ 
fering people if this countr^^ b^wodld ra- 
for for a moment t» a tribury niioute 
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dated 80 recently as the 15th instant, which present. It was an anangement for the 
presented an account of the funded and purpose of raising a loan for the service of 
unfunded debt of Great Britain, and which Portugal, iuf this country, tp the amount 
was quite exclusive of the imperial loan, of 600,0^31. Part of this was to be im- 
This minute did not represent, then, this^ jtv'di'-tcly employed in the liquidation of 
debfas a charge upon this country, add antecedent claims; and the island of Ma- 
cou^d belong to no other party than the dcrat was to be transferred as a security 
Austrian government. The treasury fur the repayment of the entire debt. By 
themselves took no tognizance of vt as a this means the process ofliquit^ation had 
burthen obligatory on the British people, gone on at the rate of 57^000^. a year, till 
In every way the debt continued to be re- it was conclusively settled ^t the late con- 
cognized os binding the emperor, and the gress.* He considered tiid present a most 
House ought to come to sopie utyleratand- ^l^oumble opportunity for entering into 
ing or other with regard to it. He felt it some arrangement with Austria in relation 
his duty, in the cbaraclcr of a trustee for to this subjeot. He trusted even if his 
the people to ask for some information. majcst)’’s ministers shouldbC indisposed to 
If the court of Vienna had been induced if.se any pressing solicitations for fepayment 
to act during the late contest upon an im- that a kncAvledgc of the sense entertained 
plied assurance that the claim in question in tfiat House might redder the Austrian 
should be given up, then, whatever might ministers themselves qverse to remain the 
be his opinion of the conduct of his majes- willing debtors of unwilling creditors. If 
ty’s ministers, he should not deem the the noble lord could fliow to the House 
revival of it consistent with the justice or that any understanding had been come to 
generosity of this countiy. He even with regard to a future settlement,’he 
thought wc had rightly abstained from should feel satisfied; but he hoped the 
pressing it during the period of Austria’s House, no more than himself, would be 
distress, when she stoodstripped of her Ita- content with mere general assertions. As 
lian and Belgian provinces; but Austria the trustees of a distressed public, they 
wasnoviina very altered situation, and owed it to their own honour qnd honesty' 
although deprived of Bergium, she had .individually and collcctiveily, to see that 
greatly increased her positive strength by the money raised from the pockels of the 
the acquisition of Venice, by ^hich she people was wisely end cconoiOically ap- 
had becomc,also converted ir^o a mari- plied. Pie should move therefore, That 
time pon en Her dominym now extended an address b) presented to his roygil high- 
on one side over the, Tyrolese Alps, and pcss the Pri.'ace Regent, humbly soliciting 
the fertile plains of Lombardy; otP ano- his royal highness to take* into his consi- 
ther, it covered Istria, and Hunga^, and deration the sura duo to Great Britain from 
Dalmatia; whilst on the north it pene- Austria on account of tho loans raised by 
trated into Poland. Her empire embrac- that state in this country irf the years 1795, 
cd twenty-six millions of ad improved and and 1797, and vvhich werc ^ uararileed by 
active population, was watered by immense Great Britain, and .lhat his royal highness . 
rivers, and enriched by a fertile soil. It will be pleased to direct his ministers to 
Was impossible fot^him, when he 8urve\;ed pn^gr into such negociations'* upon this 
her undpr this aspect, to entertain a doubt subject as may lead to arrangements sati^ 
but that some practicable -arrangement factory to both goveAiments.” 
might be adopted for at least the payment Lord Castlcreagh said, he should troubla* 
of the interest, .which now amounted to no the House with very few obsetvatbns, for 
les7^han G50,000I. a ^ear, and which would the pui^ks^i^f lowing thaf thil was not 
afford a material rqjief to the people of this a proper opportunity for entering into &ny 
country in its present financial situation, negociations with Austria, in the views en- 
Why should Austria not be called on, as 'tertained the' hon. rosmber. He had 
well as ourselves, to pay for^those migf^ty no doubt cerVaioly with regard to the oblr- 
advantages she had acquired. He was gation originally imposed qp Austria, and 
happy to have one precedent which ap- as little of the sincerity with which it had 
peered to him to be completely in point, been accepted on her part; but it could 
and to apply directly in corroboration of not be depied, that the circuipstances and 
his argument—iie alluded to the.conven- wI|ole cfmracter pf this transadtiop were 
tion^ntqred into with' the*Prince Regent such as^d always produced a strong ira- 
of Portugal fh the ju^ar 1809, by a right pression tHqt &ails so raised stood but oif 
htm. gentleman (!Mr. Canning) not then an infirm tenure, and the practice had ever 
(VOL. XXXIV.) ' (3K) • 
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since been,' as mors consonant to the man* 
ly and enlarged policy of this countiy, to 
advance our supplies to the abates confe¬ 
derated with \]s for a coinmon>^^ect in 
the sliape of subsidies at once. If Kcoijld 
no^admit'that Austria ought to be consS* 
dered as lying under any reproach in not 
having yet indicated any disposition todis- 
charge tiffs debt. Certainljr, no power 
bad resisted the calamities of the French 
revolution wi'b more energy or perse¬ 
verance. She na<I iTtever retired frotn the 
contest except under the impulse of ife- 
cessity and whendt was deemed inf|>olitib 
by the allies that her exertion^ should be 
pressed any further. If the number of 

S ‘s were computed during which sho 
maii\tained the struggle, together with 
the scale upon which its operations fv^rc 
carried on, it was impossible that the in¬ 
ternal exhaustion ‘and impoverishment 
of her monarchy' should be a matter of 
surprise. He was ready td admit the 
strength and extent of its present position, 
and regarded it as highly congenial to 
the general int^ests and permanent tran¬ 
quillity of Europe. That position, how- 
ever, had been but newly occupied—far 
too recently to havu enabled her to repair 
her shatterSd Resources, or to introduce, 
any thiifg liich order into her system of 
finance. The finances of no country had 
ever been depressed to a lower point. 
The paper credit of thht country de¬ 
pended^ on the authority o^ the state— 
not like our owi;, on the responsibility of 
a conftnercial body. He desired at the 
same time not to be understood as repre¬ 
senting the debt to be obliterated, but, qn 
the contrary, as subject to be revived in 
tbc ordinary pr&gresa^lf diplomatic inter¬ 
course. Circumstances might even arise 
that wouldtrender the renewal of the claim 
an act both of good faith and statesmin- 
like wisdom. All lie at present insisted 
^^vas, that the present period was most in¬ 
opportune. ^ Nothing could be more un¬ 
wise thansto approach a ^vqram^nt with 
suah an application at a moment when it 
was notorious that it was impracticable to 
satisfy it. Tha^this was not#merely his« 
; own view of this question ^ai sufiiciently 
, proved by the fart, that sinc^ the year 
1799 none of fire different carnets which, 
'' hod existed in this country had made such' 
,an application to Austria; but, on thej 
wattaryf^id all continu^ to*feed her! 
airit]* sSosidies, wheoevef her e&rts wffre 
Jireetad jj^niust France. -In^06, Mr. 
Fox,aoi&E feom pressing an/elainMiau* 
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thorized the payment of the f^eara due 
on former subsidies; and in his opinion 
rightly did so, although Austria bad at 
that time retired frOiii the war. With 
respect to the late ncgociations, a sum of 
tve'milirons had certainly been assigned 
to her as her share of the French contri¬ 
butions, and at first view nothing appeared 
easier, than that this should be imme¬ 
diately paid over into our hpnds; but the 
necessity of strengthening Austria by 
giving her a priority of claim was recog¬ 
nised by all the allied powers. Whilst he 
did not tlierefdre propose any surrender 
or oblivion of thd debt in question, he 
considered It most cossi8te.nt with a high 
sense of honour and with sound wisdom 
not to attempt extorting payment from a 
power so situated as Austria, and he 
therefore felt it bis duty to move the pre¬ 
vious question. r- 

Mr. John Smith contended, that the 
noble lord ought to have gone further into 
the details of the disability of Austria to 
discharge her debts. He had not long 
since presented a petition which expressly 
referred to the relief that might be afforded 
to the country by the repayment of this 
money. Were the debt and taxes of 
Austria greatei'' tfian our own ? ft might • 
be good policy to abstain from pressing 
this demand during the continuance of the 
war, and even to vote additional subsidies. 
He doubted, hqwevef, wtaetlidr the dis¬ 
tress of Austria at p^ent exceeded our 
own, evhich he w^ sure went beyond all 
formewprecedent. It was incumbent on 
the House to satisiy the public that minis¬ 
ters had done their duty in the conduct 
they had pursued with regard to this trans^ 
action, and not to remain contented witli 
the statements ot the noble lord. He 
thought the motion of kis hon. friend ex¬ 
tremely just, and hoped be would divide 
the House upon it. ^ 

The Cht^cellor ^thc Excheqeur thought 
it a sufficient vindication qf his majesty’s 
ministers, that althowgh such a supj^li; as 
thei'epayaient of the Austrian debt must 
have been at any time extremely popular, 
as Well as a considerable relief, .none of 
the different tninisters who had conducted 
th4 govcrnmdht for the last twenty years, 
had taken any measures for its recovery- 
If the hon. gentle^man wished for further 
information as to the means posse^d by 
Austria for discharging* these engage¬ 
ments, he would remind him that pre^us 
to the last war the A^trian was at 
% discount iff 80 per cept t 4 was,.in fact. 



SGflJ * Austrian Loan. May 98, 1816. * f870^ 

• * 

reduced in velue to oae-Sftb of its ancient not forgotten. He was convinced, that 
amount, and that fifth was now greatly although other countries might hifve suf- 
depreciated. He thought the House fered more stverely fwai the presence of 
should reserve its high interposition until French armies, this country v^ould continue 
the circumstances of Austria woijld ena* to the longest of any. He said he 
Me diem to act with efibct. At present entertained considerable doubts whether it 
they cou|^ only throw a slur upon the re- would not be better to look the situation 
missness of Austria, which it would be of the country fairly in the face, and, by 
more prudent to avoid. , what the right hon. gentleman i^ould call 

Mr. Latv thought his hon. friend fully a national bankruptcy, b^t which he did 
justified in bringing this question under not so consider, indu^ thc^tockholder to 
the con^deration of parliament, but at the consent to a reduct(on> tfr his interest, 
same time consider^ the difficulties of rifther than to go on for years squeezing 
Austria so great as to precfude tlie possi- die people for that' which they were so 
bility that our claims cduld be successfully little able ^o pay. 

pressed. He .believed it to be of the Mr. Brougham wished to notice what 
highest importance that Austria should he had been said of Mr. Fox's administration 
strengthened in her relative situation in having seUthe example of making no ckini 
Europe, and that it was a narrow view of of ^payment on the Auitrian government, 
the question, as it embraced even our own It should be recollected that Austria, so 
interests, to overlook that paramount con- far from being then m a career of pros- 
sideration. Austria was on TtU sides sur- perity, had been reduoed to the last ex- 
rounded with formidable states, and the tremity by the battle of Austerlitz, than 
maintenance and improvement of her which no moment could be more uafa- 
central position was indispensably requi- vourable for pressing the claims of this 
site to the permanent repose of the conti- country. He perfectly agreed in the po- 
nent. On the subject of her finanqgs he licy of cultivating the friendship of Austria, 
believed it would be a vain attempt to ex- and of regarding her as one of the pillars 
tract any precise inforiqation, even from of Europe^ without Avhose greatness, in * 
tlie Austrian government ilkelf; but he had, reference both to Russ^'and France, 
some reason to know that the sum total of there was no room to looil for* stability, 
her debt aifiounted to 4,000 million& of But he thought there could be no harm 
French franps. With respect,to her terri- in reminding Austria that there was this 
torics she’ was peculiar^ situated: from little incum^rahce of thirteen or fourteen 
Hungary she derived an army of 66,000 millions, wlgch she had solemnly *engaged 
men, who supporteci themselves, and she to discharge; that she wyas now in a state 
derived nothing else: .her hereditary do- of prosperity and peace, and that if she 
minions supplied her also with troops, could not discharge it immediately, she 
whom she was compelled to pay with taxes plight at least place hes payments in a 
levied in her annexed possessions in Italy train of arrangement. Why, for«instance, 
and Poland. He mentioned these cir- mfght not our goyerpmeflt ask her tp pay 
cumstaoces because they might serve to a moiety of the interest i He could not 
show how unattainable, in the present help thinking that the noble lord might 
condition of such an empii^e, must be*the obtain some acknowledgment of this kind, 
object *of the negociations suggested hy But it was important also, amidst the pre* 
the hon. mover. Howevei; great our sent distresses of the country, that 
ewn difficulties those winch pressed upon people of England sliould h%ve a convic- 
Austria were still *greater. The only tion thj^^pvtJrnment had not Torgotten 
effect of setting qp foot such an eppiicatio^n the debt.” He should only add, that if the 
must be to mar the result of those ar- negociations entered into with this view 
rangements which had beqn entered *intcP were backed and suppor/ed by a vote of 
at congress for the purpose of securing the the House, the noble lord would be able 
ind^endence and tranquillity of Europe, to press,the claim Vith greater effect. 

Mr. IV. Smith imagined that the hon. A vote o^that House wolllld remove to a 
member who spoke last.did not understand considerable extent any personal delicacy 
the motion, which by no means pressed wUch the noble lord might feel. 6 ome- 
for the paymedt, either of the Iqan or of , thing hdd been said of the'gyest fidelity 
thssinterest. All it required was, some df tbe'AastriaD’gqyeminentto itifengage- 
spede^ of Icknow^edgment, on the part ments, rod he wished now to advert .40 
of Austrift thproge to os that the debt wis* one of th^ eogagonents, which was lot 
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o£ {I financial, but of a political nature. It 
was guaranteed by the powers assembled 
at the congress of Vienna, th^ the Poles 
should have a liberal constitution of go¬ 
vernment. No steps had yet been hd jcn by 
Austria and Prussia to fulfil this cnga^ 
met.t towards those portions of Poland 
which were confirmed to them. He un¬ 
derstood, v however, that the emperor 
Alexander, to liis great honour, had given 
a free constitution to that principal part 
of Poland of wlKcU l!« might be considered 
as the sovereign. lie thought it would 
be well if Austri:^ were reminded af het 
engagements in this respect. 

Mr. replied. He said, that 

had Austria paid what she owed to this 
country, 27 millions more of oip* national 
debt might have*been redeemed, 
calculated that the population of the Aus¬ 
trian states was as ttvo to one when com- 
ared with that of this country; and that 
er taxes, compared with her ^population, 
.w^ only as one to six. 

The House then divided : 


For the ipotion . 16 

Against it .. 46 

Majority*.27 


^List^^qftke Minority. 

Barliam, J. f. Parnell, sir H. 

Brougham, II. Preston, 11. 

Campbell, general Ponsenby, G. 

Curwen,/. Smith, \i^ 

Grant, J. P. Tierncy,«it. hon. O- 

Marlin, J. »■ W'ilberforce, W. 

Moore, P. ^ Tei i.i;hs. 

Morlaud, J. B. Smith, Julm 

Newport, sir Johi^ llamniersiey, JI, , 

Ncwman,.ll. W. 

Roman Catholic Securities.] Sir 
J. C. Hippidetf, in rising to submit a mo¬ 
tion relative to ecclesiastical arrangemenUi 
on the subject of the Qatholic Claims, ob¬ 
served, that if a motive was wanting for 
c%iiiig the attention of the House to the 
important saibject of Securiiie^gaj^t the 
encroachment of a foreign jumaicftbn, it 
would be found in the Petition recently 
presented from a large portion the Ro¬ 
man Catholics of^reland prgying for the 
\iDConstitutional grant of unqualiged con¬ 
cession to their demands. The jirinciples 
ofTMtitution, in regard tp what was called 
tite eimrcise of civil.riglfts, was interwoven 
wHb.ti^ CO^tkutioQ itself. This •restiriC' 
turn opesateti in the first* instan^ upofl 
tqg fitat pf the realm— ajjTCrowjo 
itselt bound to be a 


Protestant, but tb profess the^protestanr^ 
of the church of England, and the mo¬ 
ment he ceased so to do, the Crown fell 
from his head, and his subjects were ab¬ 
solved, by statute, from their allegiance, 
ijhis principle of restriction was one i^iicii 
the constitution recognized in many other 
instances besides that of the Romdn CAho- 
lie. It recognized i t in tlie persons of reven ue 
officers, in those who held freeholds under 
the value of 40f. who were deprived of the 
power of voting at elections. The House 
then .could not recognize the claim on the 
part of ady body of men, of that as a right, 
which the principies of the constitution 
did not recognize. The House would re¬ 
collect that on several occasions, be (sir 
.1. C. IJ.), in speaking on the subject of 
restrictions by the Crown in the appoint¬ 
ment of Catholic hisijops, had stated that 
such was the practice in roost countrica 
where the Roman Catholic religion was 
the established religion of the state. In 
many of those countries, no rescript or 
bull could be received from the pope with¬ 
out the inspection and sanction of the go¬ 
vernment ; when such were the regulations 
in countries which acknowledged thespiri. 
tual authority of the see of K^me, he 
would ask wlnAher they were not more > 
necessary in this country, the constitution 
of .which . was essentially Pfcitestant ?— 
but in fact, those regulations did exist in 
almost every state of Europe* Protestant 
and Catholic. Tlie hon. baronet then ob- 
servee^ that on one occasion (in 1799) 
the Catholic bishops had evinced a dis¬ 
position to concede the interference of the 
Crown, but at tlie period of the Union the 
circumstances to which it was unnecessary 
to advert interposed, to prevent the eccle¬ 
siastical arrangements as far as respected 
the Catliolicsfromtakingplace. If they had 
' tak£a place we should then have heard no¬ 
thing of those objections which haifb been 
subsequently and but too frequently and 
factiously urged. The hon. bq^onet then enu¬ 
merated the several sulisequcntoccasionsam 
whidt theiCatholic bishops met in Ireland, 
for the [Airpose of consiuering the expe¬ 
diency of granting to the Crown the right 
of interfering in the appointment to vacant 
Catfiolic bi8no|)ricks. In 180B they met, 
and declared by their resolutions, that 
B.uch interference was inexpedient. In 
1810 another synod of bishops confirmed 
the resolutions of 1808—and in this meet¬ 
ing they expressed their disapprobatia» of 
that mode (k electing bj^ops-^y dhapter* 
h^ since become |o p^pui^r in lre<* 
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land. In the resofutions and opi< 
aions of the six Catitolic universities, 
which had been consulted in 1788-9, re¬ 
lative to the doctrinal opinions of Catho¬ 
lics, were approved; and here lie sliould : 
observe, that he would wish to se^laid on 
the table copies of the correspondence, in 
reference to those resolutions which passed 
on that occasion, between Mr. Pitt and 
some Catholic gentlemen of Englani^. In 
1813 a pastord address had been pub¬ 
lished by the bishops of Ireland, condemn¬ 
ing, in strong terms, the bill whichJiad 
been introduced that year.* Tb^ clauses 
which had been introduAed were declared 
most obnoxious.. Here he (sir J. C. II.) 
adverted to the motion which he made in 
the same year for the institution of a select 
committee, which, if it had been adopted, 
by presenting to the House and to the 
public a digested statement of those regu¬ 
lations which obtained in other states, 
would have cut oh' three years of practical 
and mischievous misrcpi'csentation from 
those who had been so actively engaged in 
disturbing the public tranquillity by their 
proceedings. The next occasion on w)iich 
the bishops met, was in 1814-, when the 
rescript of inonsignor Quarantotti, which 
concedeo all which the CYown wanted, 
was disapproved of. The next meeting of 
the bishops ^ras in Augnst 1815, wlien 
they again expressed their decjded objec¬ 
tions to anj^interference, tyrect or indirect, 
on the part of the Crown. Here the hon. 
baronet read the resolutions adopted by 
the bishops on this occjtsion, whicb con¬ 
demned the interference of the Crown, as 
tending to subvert the Catholic religion, 
and deprecated the assumption of such 
authority on the part of the Crown, with¬ 
out theur concurrence. He next re¬ 
marked on the conduct of Dr. Murri^, 
the coaihutor, archbishop o^ Dublin, who 
on a nidit solemn occasion (on Good Fri^s 
day) had denounced from the»pulpit, in 
terms too plaii\ to be misunderstood, the 
cowluct of all persons who had signed the 
petition which lia(| been presentod a short 
time back by the member for Dublin (Mr. 
Grattan). This conduct qf Dr. Murt'ay 
was at variance with that of Dr. Troy, fhe 
archbishop of Dublin, who fiad given it as 
his •pinion that there was nothing*in the 
petition ivhich niilitatei^ against the doc¬ 
trine Of discipline of the Catholic church. 
From what he (sir J. C. H.) had stated, it 
wouU appear that any valuniary conces¬ 
sion wouki rAt he njpde by the bishops of 
Ireland on. the lulject of restrictions Yot 
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that the interference of the Crown in such 
matters was not inconsistent with the doc¬ 
trine and disiipline of the Catholic church, 
would appear on reference lo the history 
of all Catholic states. He then read an 
‘extract from the Austrian ordinances, 
showing that in all tlie dependencies of-the 
House of Austria, Hungary, and Bohemia, 
such was the uniform regulation&''ia every 
state of the continent p^ whatever religi¬ 
ous communion. H^ing»stated these 
facts, and showed the-mnei^ce of opinion 
that prevailed on the subject of inter¬ 
ference with the nomihation of the Catholic 
bishops, he should take the liberty of sug¬ 
gesting to the committee, for which he 
should move, if the House thought proper 
to, appoint at, the propriety of fully eit:a>‘ 
miqiiig and stating thc«powcr which fo¬ 
reign potentates exercised with reference 
to the appointment of'Catholic prelates in 
their dominions, and to the general prac¬ 
tice which *prevailed of inspecting the 
correspondence carried on between the 
see of Home and their Catholic subjects. 
The hon. baronet then adverted to the ne¬ 
cessity of altering our laws relative to 
correspondence with the see of Home, 
ivhich could not be juftered to^tand as 
,they were at present. Eve|ylSull and re¬ 
script received from Rome, subjected the 
person receiving it to the penaltfes of high 
treason. Such a correspondence was now 
connived at, but it was impossible, in the 
present enliglitened state of the* world, 
that a law of this kind could be suffered 
to remain, to the disgrace of our statute 
book. The honr baronet concluded by 
moving,. ** That the several official papers 
relating to the regulation of thcfKomari 
CatWics in several sUiteil^of Europe and 
the colonies, which have been laid before 
this House in the present pat^iament, be 
referred to a select committee; and that 
they do report the nature and substance 
of the laws and ordinances existing in % 
reign states respecting the negulation of 
their Catholic subjectif in eccle- 

siastic^ mrnters, and their intercourse With 
the see of Rome or any other foreign 
jurisdiction” , 

Mr. Peel wished to say a very few words 
on this su^ect, atfBcoflld assure the House, 
that the observations w^icli be had to offer 
were not likely to disturb the unanimity 
which he hoped would prevail, or excite 
{iny of those feelings which been fri^ 
qfientiy' displayed, in the discussioif of thhl 
^question. VW 1819 the hon. baronet 
'proposed k j^tion of a similar natorW,' 
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which was seconded by a right h'oD. friend 
ef his, and was supported by himself. At 
time the House hod distinctly pledged 
itself to make inquiry into the Roman Ca¬ 
tholic claims; and he distinctly stated, 
that he gaTe his support to the motion oS** 
thftii ground. Under the present circum¬ 
stances the House bad not entered into 
any pled^, and therefore it would be per¬ 
fectly consistent^iq him to oppose the mo¬ 
tion. As, howev^’, he saw nothing radi¬ 
cally objectio^le in it, it certmidy was 
not his intention to oppose it; but, in ifc- 
quiescing in it, bo did not pkdge bims^f 
that it would remove his objections to 
those concessions which the hon. baronet 
might have to ofter. He meant to give no 
opinion as to the ordinances tof foreign 
states, }vliether «r not they were appli¬ 
cable to this country; but he confessed it 
appeared to him that no securities which 
the hon. baronet oould devise were likely 
to remove those objections: He also 
thought, that any motion grounded on 
securities or concessions on the part of the 
Catholics, would not meet the general ap¬ 
probation of that body; and as a proof of 
this, he mentioned the resolutions of the 
‘ Catholic bishops invlSlS, a ^nceting of 
which the ht>a.^baronethad made mention., 
At this meeting, the bishops described the 
anguish which they must feel at being 
particularly pointed out as objects of sus¬ 
picion, as persons against Vhosc practices 
the confmon laws against traitors were not 
held sufficient, ^nd of course they con¬ 
demned such interference on the part of 
the Crown, in their nomination, founded 
on such suspicions. On the whole, he did 
not think that emancipation could ^ be 
granted with safbty tP the country, or'ac¬ 
companied by restrictions with satisfaction 
to the Catbalics. 

Sir H. Parnell observed, that it ivbb* 
rather hard for the hon. baronet to ascribe 
^ the persons whose signatures were af¬ 
fixed to the petition which he had the ho¬ 
nour to* present, opinions wl}i|g|j|^ fact, 
they had not expressed. When the hon. 
baronet stated, that they called for unre¬ 
stricted religion^ concession, without se¬ 
curity, he was not correct. , In the part 
of their petition to «hicb be appeared to 
refer, they spdke^of civil liberties. On 
this point he was certajn, for he had made 
inquiry amongst those who were best ac¬ 
quainted wt&kthe subject: by them be. 
«^as ^|%t&t this point df the petition r£-* 
l 4 ^i,||i' eivil rights, and that} widi respect 
triqplntual matters, their clergy woidd be 
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left to decide, ’fhishe beliered to be the 
case; and they would in consequence find, 
that suldects of church discipline would 
not in future be agitated in popular as¬ 
semblies, but would be left, where they 
now reisted, with the Roman Calhokc 
clergy. . ^ 

Mr. Lockhart opposed the motion, be¬ 
cause in all changes which we had ef¬ 
fected, we had made them^on the practice 
of our ancestors, and not from the princi¬ 
ple of the usages and liberties granted to 
their subjects by foreign states. The hon. 
baronct,*jie thbught, could not show any 
precedent for theladoption of the measure 
he proposed. 

Mr. Elliot, in acceding to the present mo¬ 
tion, said, he did not conceive that he was 
pledging himself to any particular regula¬ 
tions. He did not ascribe so much value to 
regulations as many other people did; but 
they would be of value in the present case, 
for he knew very well tliat this great ques¬ 
tion had little chance of success, unless 
there was a mutual spirit of conciliation ; 
and he hoped that the Catholic body 
would make all such concessions as might 
be deemed necessary for the security of 
the constitution.. He thought, powever, 
that the in<bfmation which this motion • 
sought was not necessary: we had already 
information enough to cnabl# us to legis¬ 
late on thii^ subject. At thq same time, 
considering tliaj there were individuals, 
both within and without the walls of that 
Houae, who were desirous of further in¬ 
quiry ,^e should upon this ground give his 
support to the motion; and he was the 
more inclined to do so, as, from the ad¬ 
vanced peried ■of the session, no legislative 
measure could be accomplished. He con¬ 
sidered it, therefore, as a step of progress, 
and hoped it would receive the sanction of 
the House. 

« Lord Castlereagh should ndl have 
thought it jiecessary to trouble the House 
with any observations, if qp hon. member 
had not expressed afl opinion that it was 
contrary to experience and policy for par¬ 
liament to inform itself of the mode of 
> prattice in other states. The nature and 
extent of the securities could not be better 
ascertained th%Q by looking at the prac¬ 
tice of libreign governments, at all tines, 
and under all ^hanges. He certainly 
should wish to be informed; but lie un¬ 
derstood that the object* of the motion 
wa^ not to inquire into the priWl^es 
■which Catholics enjoyed in%th^ conn- 
t 0 eS| but rather into tnqresuictioDi which 
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the gdvernhif nts considered k necessary 
to impose. He must say, without meaning 
any thing illiberal to the Catholic religion, 
that so far it was distinguishable from the 
different sects in this country, th^t there 
w«s a'liead of that church which exercised 
great authority as a foreign power, and 
whicB haiTbeen often placed in the hands 
of the enemies of foreign states. Thi^ was 
the character o( the see of Rome, and it 
had been the great nicety of government 
in all states to take care to prevent that 
see from interfering with their internal af* 
fairs. They had thought, Snd wfth great 
reason, that certain predhutions should be 
adopted; because, where the authority of 
the head of the church existed for one 
purpose, it might be directed to another. 
He owned that he could not in the least 
understand why the Roman Catholics 
seemed to think that every step we took 
in legislation, with a view to the common 
precautions of all states, could be any in¬ 
sinuation against the bishops of Ireland. 
This was one of the delusions that had so 
long prevailed on this subject, but he 
hoped it would soon cease to exist. , He 
thought the inquiry would be extremely 
interestigg with regard ^to the course of 
our own policy. He consi'd«^d the Ro¬ 
man Catholics as interested in the‘good 
government >9f this country, and it was in¬ 
consistent that the see of Rqme should 
have an unVestricted intercouse with these 
realms. There were two distinct ques¬ 
tions for the consideration of the legisla¬ 
ture : the one, what the nature of 4lie in* 
tercourse should be; the other, what the 
extent of the privileges to be granted. In 
his opinion, the privileges of the Catholics 
should be extended according to the in- 
tercourt^ that was suffered to exist. After 
the Reformation «ve endeavoured to de¬ 
stroy all intercourse between the see*of 
Rome dhd the professors of .the Romish 
v&ith; for the whole policy ol^ our laws, 
^d particular!V of the statute of the 13th 
of flh'zabeth, wdtich the hon. baronet had 
cited, was founded on the supposition that 
the Catholic religion should not be exer¬ 
cised in these realms. In ^Ireland, Ubw< 
ever, the free exercise of thiat religion was 
under the protection of the law; and, 
thewfore, if that principle had longdceased, 
it had alra long ceased to be necessary to 
prohibit all intercourse'with the head of 
the church* When the Catholic . bishops 
aaid» that restrictions were to be imposed 
only to*dmroy th^ religion, k was an 
•hiM of to all exp9* 
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rienee. /l^ must be obvious, indeed, that 
when we looked at the consequences of 
the non-intei4ourse, nothing could be so 
likely to produce good order and har¬ 
mony as the alteration of our laws on that 
subjecL He was sorry to say, that it was 
not in Ireland that the Catholic relig^n 
was professed with so much liberality as 
he could wish: there was-ftiore oflihe ultra 
montane spirit in it th^existed in many 
other states. He eoi||a nwer tolerate, 
however, that a formgnJ^ower should 
have an intercourse with any of the sub- 
jd<:ts of these re3!ms,''of vshich the govern¬ 
ment had no knowledge. Upon all these 
grounds, and trusting that nothing would 
gvow out of the committee to give pain 
or,reproach to any body, hp fejt it his 
du^to support the motion. 

Sir J. Neivpoi t expressed his intention 
of voting for the tn5tion, though, at a 
former period, he had opposed one of a 
similar nature. His reason for supporting 
it was, because it could not, after the de¬ 
cision of a previous day, impede the suc¬ 
cess of the Catholic claims and it would, 
perhaps accelerate that success by the 
impression which it might make on the 
minds of some gentle^nen. - ^ 

, Sir J. C. Hippislet/, in r|pl^7said, that 
his only object in bringing forward this 
subject was to prpduce soms rational 
plan of legislation. 

The qucstion*was then put and carried. 


■» 


Poor Laws.] Mr. Citrmn rose and 
said :* • 

Mr. Speaker ;-^In compliance with the 
nptice which I have given, 1 am now 
about to call the attention of tho House 
to one of the most^in^ortant subjects 
which can occupy its deliberations; m 
which all ranks of society ariS deeply in- 
telbsted; namely, the enormous and pro¬ 
gressively increasingtburthen imposed for 
the maintenance of the poor. This ii^ 
crease has still not kept paqp with tht^ 
increasi no| m isery, during the sam^ period. 
Whilsftne^esources of the country have 
been exhausted, their sufferings have been 
aggravatet^ As it is the interest, so it 
must be the .wish of all, that for these 
great au^ growing tvils some remedy 
should be gdopted. * 

In presuming to bring forward a matter 
of so difficult and complmc a nature, much 
apology bu my part is nece^ry. 1 have 
_• * • _ 


From the origioal edition printed few 
I J. BeU} Oxford-street. 
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not, however, liad the rashness »o enter 
on it ail a volunteer: it is undertaken at 
the expresB instance of nij^ constituents, 
and in consequence of a promise which I 
made to them. I have not ventured to 
take it up till I had ascertained that his 
majesty’s ministers had no such intention, 
and till all hope had ceased of any gen¬ 
tleman, Snore competent to the tusk, 
engaging in it. 

In the uort^-wqjjtern counties, and par¬ 
ticularly in th^n^i^.ibourhood of Carlisle, 
groat inconvenience is sustained from t^e 
influx of Irish aiuI ''^cotcha in seftrch of 
employment: failing in this, 1 (^ 63 ' become 
a charge to the rates, and afler forty days 
residence are not removable. Two several 
bills wer^e introduced into thi» House for 
relieving the northern part of the kin^i^om 
from the burthen of these settlers. It 
was imputed to iiie, that I was instru¬ 
mental in defeating these two bills, and I 
do admit that, great as we're the evils 
which they were intended to cure, they 
appeared to me measures so unjust and 
oppressive, as^not to deserve the coun¬ 
tenance of parliament.* To procure the 
relief which the case required, a material 
* changesin the law^of settlements must 
have becn*ilfler:ted, and the difficulties at-, 
tending' this 'were not much less than 
those whifch a revicw.of the whole system 
imposes. 

It is undoubtedly des'irt^le that all 
measures of this importance should origi¬ 
nate under thcrsanction of government: 
tjieir diannels of infornmtion are so much 
more numerous and accurate, and the 
support which tiiey are enabled to give to 
measures which must be attended with 
numerous obsta'lfles^is much more lively 
to overcome them. Still I am bound, in 
justice, to return the noble lord my thanks 
for the ready support which he has been* 
disposed to give, in wder to bring before 
l^e House the plan which 1 mean to pro¬ 
pose. The subject is one, undoubtedly, 
vneonneefed with all party and 

reqtiires the aid and support oTtne abili¬ 
ties on all sides the House, which it shall 
be my object tg obtain. ‘I’be call, on 
the pan of the country, op mis House, 
tn go into an inquffy*^ the ppor laws, 
has been gen?raf: I trust, •therefore, 
however unequal to tl^e task, that 1 ^aU 

♦ I*owe%v^ given to oveneSrf to re-, 
moye |^.^tiye of Scotland or Irelanft, 
mho ^>ear to thenaT likely (0 be¬ 
come cluu^^eable. 


meet with indulgence propqrriioned to its 
difficulties. With the aid of a committee 
composed of gentlemen most conversant 
with the subject, a bill may, I flatter 
myself,^ be formed, which may afford a 
remedy for the existing evils. ** <» 

In this late period of thc'se|sions, it is 
true, much progress cannot be expWted 
to bp made. Personal considerations 
would have led me to po!$tpuiic the mea¬ 
sure, in order to have employed the in¬ 
terval in seeking more information: de¬ 
sirous, however, of complying with the 
earnestly expressed wish of many re¬ 
spected individuals, and entertaining tiie 
hope, that the plan when made public 
may excite the aUenciun of others, so as 
to aid the labour^ of the committee in the 
next sessions, I have determined novr to 
propose it. 

I shall first shortly aflvert to the plans 
of tltose who have preceded me. IMr. 
Gilbert and Mr East bad each bestowed 
much time and attention on the subject: 
on their suggestions some important alte¬ 
rations have been made. The merit of 
theao I propose not to questionthe 
radical defects of the system were not to 
be cured by p!\Uiatives, however wisely 
imagined; .mtt, in fact, the evils resulting 
from‘the poor laws have since rapidly 
augmented. * 

Mr. Pitf's splendid talent,^ will not be 
questioned by t]iuse most adverse to his 
political conduct. magnitude of the 
evils*just alluded to, induced him to 
undertake the appliqtUion of a remedy, 
but his bill did not, I believe, even travel 
into a committee, and he himself was con¬ 
vinced of its inadequacy. More recently, 
a gentleman eminently qualified from his 
knowledge of the subject, and whose 
great abilities and indefatigable attention 
pointed him put above all others as the 
attest person for this undertaking, was 
not morer successful. The able and 
eloquent speech 6f Mr. M^iitbrcad on the 
occasion will be a fasting monument to 
hk| memory, equally freditable to his 
head and heart; valuable also, as it affords 
cotMocing evjdence, that lie viewed the 
soqrce of the evil in the poor laws them¬ 
selves. TheVemedies proposed by lum 
were the extension of education to^tbe 
poor, and a natiqpal saving bank^ The 
views of sir William Pitl^eney, which Mr* 
Malthua seems also to hi^ve adopted, whra 
to fix the amoant df the sum rptsod in 
leach parish, and to ,*ake dff annually n 
certain propdrtkm, tiit whbif 
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BDnihilated, and thus to let the poor lavrs feellngwef his nature. To restore inde- 
expire. Tne plans proposed by Mr. pendcnce of mind to the labouring classes 
Gilbert, Mr. East, and Mr. Pitt, were is an indispensable ingredient in every 
designed to regulate indeed, but to main- plan for bettering their situation. Need 
tain the present system ; those of sir Wil- there be any other proof requisite of this 
liam ^ulteney, Mr. Whitbread,^nd Mr. than the superiority of onr people, on the 
Malthus aimed at its abolition. V/ith Ihe whole, over every other nation. Wh^ce 
lattej geatledian I perfectly agree, think- does this arise i Is it not among the 
inn that nothing less than a total change blessed fruits of our free constipation, in- 
01 system can cure fhe evil. Thc'abuse spiring independence of mind and action, 
of the poor ]aa« has transferred from the giving consequence i^f/his own eyes to 
individual to the public, not merely the every ^member of the ii^^nity ? Hence 
charge of providing for the casualties and h^s arisen the glory, the pre-eminence of 
misfortunes incident to humanity^ but for Snglagd. Extingujsli the vital spark of 
the direct consequences,pf men's vice and liberty, destr&y the political character of 
folly. Economy and forethought are the peoplei and we shall soon sink to a 
banished; improvidence and immorality level with countries groaning qnder des- 
encouraged. To restore the respectability p'otism! Is it then consistent either with 
and the happiness of the inferior classes, sobgd polidy, or with humanity, that three 
they must be brought back to those miHions of people, or nearly a tliirll of our 
manners from w|nch they have swerved, population, should be suflered to remain 
Their general go(% sense I think as highly m the degraded state of pauperism i The 
of as any man, but, misled as they have loss of puh^Iic estimation takes away a 
been by depending on parochial relief, an principal incentive to right action, and 
immediate and complete reformation is lessens the influence of moral priocij^le, 
not to be expected. From the debasement which places the reward of merit in the 
which has arisen out of that system, esteem of the virtuous. On this ground^ 
gradually operating for two centdries, beyond all others, does this measure press 
half that period may perhaps be necessary itself on thf consideration of the House. . 
before the stain can b» r^oved,—until The sums now cdilected^^Mlie poor 
this can be effected I woulcPby no means 'are an intolerable burtheiK th^ indus- 
recommend any other than a gfadual trious, who are now compelled to contrl- 
change in the system. In place of fhe bate to the support of the idle and the 
present I j\hall recommend anather, from profligate, though their utmost exertions 
the adoption of which* the same mis- are hardly adequate to procure support to 
chievous effects may be hoped not to their own Emilies, are daily depressed 
result. The present fabric is too Inassy into the class of paupers.** It will not b^ 
to be at once removed) but it ma^be by questioned by these who have paid atten- 
degrees undermined, and another substi- tion to the past and present state of the 
tuted. , poor, tlrat their moral condition has under- 

The statute of the 4>Sd* Elizabeth has, gone a most unfavourabl^hange, and par- 
whether intended or not, given to every ticularly within the last mly years, durihg 
poor mdh now in existence a perfect right which period the sum collected for their 
of maintenance. *This right 1 admit* to jn^intenance has quadrupled. The in- 
Sts utmpst extent: to innovate on it, 1 cfeased wealth of the nation, advancing 
Also admit, the fullest proof *must bead*- their wages, has at* the same time les- 
Oimed, that the change is*fcfr the poor sened their happiness. By destriwiiig 
man's own beneflt. ponscientiously satis- the principle of economy thefl- wantsiiave 
fieflthat such ample proof can be ofiered angmsMC^ beyond their earnuigg. 
before a committee, the first stef 1 appre- present moment has acquired undue pre¬ 
bend will be its appointment. Evidqpc^ fereime, as compared with the fUture 
may there be adduced, that the effect of Much is tins change to be lamerited, as it 
the present system is to degrade the poor operates on and philosophical 

man as well in hie own estimation as in happiness^ Morarhappinstt' dwells in the 
thaf of the persons on whom thd charge mind; phitosophi^ happiness consists in 
of maintaining him is devolved,—that his wanting little: in* contradiction to it, 
happiness ie at an end—his existence em- irorMIy qr vol^ happiness is to want and 
bittered. The reBef bestowed him eqjoy muth.-.^u8 it ^11 be* injrariably. 
sna^eteovelpdeed tbe cnfdngs of hunger, found, that a^ere the earnings are greatest 
but H tt at the enpeose of all ^e best >tbe forefhous^Hlii least. 1 have had alt 

^ . »i (3 li) . ' 
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opportunity of being convince^, tho- 
roughlyf of this fact, from the circum¬ 
stance of employing two diitinct classes 
of persons; <»ne, miners, whose earnings 
are from 20 j. to SO*, a week; the other, 
agricultural labourers, whose wages vary 
froflL, 10s. to ISs. Whilst those with the 
larger wages are perpetually contracting 
debts wiA ell tho^e with whom they deal, 
the others pay theiv way, and have the ap¬ 
pearance, at the s^e time, of possessing 
more comfort^ uoe want of ecctoomy 
is the source of misery: the poor-ratss, 
which have’ this«di^t teixdencyr have 
therefore had the effect, 1 humbly con¬ 
ceive, to destroy the happiness o'f the poor, 
at the satne tune that they waste tli« 
wealth of the public. . , 

It is qbt my intention to found anyj^art 
of the plan proposed on the existing poor 
laws, but rather to ahticipatc their speedy 
extinction, or, atf>least, to confine their 
operation to the relief of description 
of poor designated by the 4<3d of Eliza- 
beto; I shall not, tlierefore, trouble the 
House with nmre than a very cursory 
view of their rise and progress, in order to 
show their effect in destroying the com- 
• forts an4, happiness ^of those whom they 
have been^J^ed to relieve. 

The emancipation of the labourer from 
feudal bondage caused numbers to quit 
their former habitations, with the hope of 
bettering their conditioif. Those who 
were dMappointed in procu^ng employ, 
were driven to seek a precarious subsis¬ 
tence en charity. By these means men¬ 
dicity was increased to a degree occa¬ 
sioning great inconveniences to society, 
and the* most severe sufferings to large 
classes, of persTfita* This producett a 
variety of statutes, permitting begging of 
alms, and enjoining charity towards the 
indigent. The author of the Mirror stat’be,' 
that by the common^law, the poor were 
ordered to be subsisted by parsons, rec¬ 
tors gf the qhufch, and the parishioners, 
BO that’nane of them die foyjfi&ult of 
subastence. In what a statemult so¬ 
ciety then have been, to induce the legis¬ 
lature to enforce^charity by of jlkrlia- 
anent i The dissolution of mgnasteries ren¬ 
dered the situation dNIfS^eoplgstill more I 
de{d6rable, and a^mented the number 
mendicants.* To what an extremity 

,i,*j.«:It;^dtoriou8,” says Dr, Burns, 
bis Hibpy on the Poor*Laws, te oft- 
sepv^l^ltfe^es^ by what taatural st^. 
esidiiliilidtihiliis' tbe compulsory maiate-' 
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this at length haS come, may be infcited 
from a statute passed in the nrst year of 
the reign of Edward 6th, It is enacted, 
thar if any one shall be idle for the space 
of three days, he may be seized and set to 
wosk: if^ he attempt to escape, and*shail 
be absent for the space of fwarteen days, 
and then retaken, he shall be*bradded 
with the letter S, and become the slave of 
his employer.’* Miserable must have 
been the state of the country when such 
an inhuman remedy could be suggested. 
This, statute remained in force for near 
four yead«; a dreadful monument of the 
misery of the times, and of the little con¬ 
sideration paid to tlie voice of humanity. 

During the reigo of Elizabeth, the state 
of the poor often occupied the attention 
of parliament: in the 4‘3d year of her 
reign was passed that statute on which the 
present system of poor^aws is founded. 
It is highly important to attend to the 
terras of the enactment by which relief is 
granted. “ For the necessary relief of 
lame, impotent, old, blind, and such other 
among them being poor and not able to 
worl^; and also of putting out such chiU 
dren to be apprentices.” 

Such others amongst them b^ing un¬ 
able to worl^fsem only be construed to re¬ 
late to the preceding description of lame, 
blind, &c.yet, strange as the«eonstructiun 
appears, it has been made the foundation 
on which maintenance is gfaAtcd to all 
classes of persons. The indigent, the 
idle, bhe profligate, have all equal claims 
for support: distinction between vice and 
virtue there is none. 

If a doubt can remain on the mind of 
any one as to the views with which this 
statute was framed, I would refer them to 
the sum fixed, beyond which ng parish 
could be assessed: this twas restricted to 
sixpence in the pound on the value of 
t^teable property. If we consifier tbe 
annual revenue of the kingdom to have af-' 
that time amounted to fi^e millions, %ud 
every parish rated to\he utmost, it would 
amounted to one hjiindredth part, or 
fifty thousand pounds. Most probably, 
>it did not roach half tliis sum, or above 
twenty-five thousand pounds. I conceivo 
this* as affording complete evidence of the 
limited.extent to which parliament.in¬ 
tended that the system should be.carriecl- 

nance becomes established. Firrt (he 

E oor were restrained from beggin^i at 
and were con%ied .beg mthia 
cerfain dUjkicte. Kext^«tlieiifevNal ^hun- 


SS5] 


on the Poor Lam. 


I quesUim not Uie fiumanity of those 
who have construed it so difierentiy from 
ttie sound policy on whici) it was enacted. 
It is greatly to be regretted the results 
have turned out so contrary to their in- 
(entlbn. Little did they suppose the> ef¬ 
fect would be to destroy all economy and 
for9thoi%ht,— transferring the mainte¬ 
nance of the labouring classes from their 
own shoulder^ to those of the public. 
Vain is the hope of bringing the law back 
to its first principles. The evils resulting 
from this act evidently began to be felt 
• very shortly after its parsing. * In 1680 
the sum raised for the Support of the pour 
amounted to 665,'260i. If we admit the 
ralue of rateabfe property to have doubled 
in the eighty years from 1601, and to have 
reached ten millions, instead of being one- 
fortieth, or more probably one-eightieth, 
it was become ooe-filteenth. 

The feelings and sentiments of the le- 

dreds, towns corporate, parishes, hamlets, 
or other like divisions, were required to 
sustain them with such charitable and 
'voluntary alms, that none of them, of ne¬ 
cessity, might be compelled to go openly 
in begging; and the ^churchwardens or 
other substantial inhabitanfiNa^re to makej 
collections for them with boxes on Sun-' 
days, and otherwise, by their discretion; 
and the minister was to take^11 opportu¬ 
nities to Exhort and stir up tfie people to 
be liberal and bountiful. Next, houses 
were to be provided for .them, by the de¬ 
votion of good peoplg, and materials to 
set them <in such work as they were able 
to perform. Then the minister after the 

f ospel every Sunday was ispecially to ex- 
ort the parishioners to a liberal contribu¬ 
tion. Next the collectors for the poor, 
on a certain Sunday in every year, kujne- 
diately after divine servicq, were to take 
down In writing what ever^ person was 
Nvilling to give for the ensuing year; and 
iNany should ,be obstidate and refuse to 
give, the minister Vas gently to exhort 
him; if still he«refused, the minister was 
to certify such refusal to the bishop of the 
diocese, and the bishop if as to send fof 
end exhort him in like manner; then the 
Jbishop was to certify the same to the jus¬ 
tices in sessions, was again gently to hear 
end persuade him; epd, finally, if he 
would not be persuaded, then they were 
.to assess him what they thought reason- 
edi^toj^erds the xelief o& the poor. And 
thtshroogh^QQ th%,general assessment, in, 
the l4Ui §ueen Elizabeth/' v « 
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gislati^e’ are strongly marked by the acts 
of the 8th and 9th of Willian^ aad Mary, 
for badgin^ the poor. The extreme se¬ 
verity of the law shows howr grievous the 
burthens for the maintenance of the poor 
were felt, and that it was deemed neces¬ 
sary to check the evil bytotlaching ii^gra- 
dation to pauperism. The humanity uf 
later times has removid it frodi the sta¬ 
tute book: the oat^ of the evil bad 
long rendered the eiwrcpg it impracti¬ 
cable. The act is so*^sVofig a proof of the 
repid dilfusion of tl^ mischievous effects 
of the systcai, that^ c^not^mit reciting 
a part of it to the House. 

“ Every such person as shall be upon 
ahe collections and receive rehef of any 
{^rish or .place, and the wife and children 
o^%ny such person cohabiting in.the same 
bouse (such child only excepted as shall 
be by the churchwardens and overseers 
permitted to live at lu>me, in order to at¬ 
tend an impotent and helpless parent), 
|hail upon the shoulder of the right sleeve 
of the uppermost garment, in an open 
and visible manner, wear.^ large roman P, 
together with the ftrst letter of the name 
of the parish or place whereof such poor 
person is*an inhal^tant, cut ei^,«r in red* 
or blue cloth, as by the chi}i|>oi^ardcns and 
overseers shall be directed: andTfany such 
poor person shall neglect or reftise to wear 
any such badge or mark, it shall be lawful 
for one justice to punish such offender, ei¬ 
ther by ort^ringhis allowance toabridg¬ 
ed, suspended, or withdraivn or otherwise by 
committing him to the house of cotrectioi^ 
to be whipped and kept to hard labour, 
/lot exceeding tweniy-o«te days: and if 
any churchwarden or overseer shall relieve 
any such poor persfiti^ot wearing such 
badge, and be thereof convicted on oath 
of one witness, before one ju^ice, he shall 
forfeit twenty shillings by distress, half to 
the informer and half to the poor.” 

From year to year the malady has 
augmenting. 1 he amount« the pom: 
rate8ln.T[260 Vnillions; 

in thelMt fifty-six years they havesqua- 
drupled. It will not, I believe, be difficult 
to assign she causes th§t have produced 
this melanchojy change, presenting us 
with suc|^ an arotmfllated prospect of hu¬ 
man misery. From 17^ we may date a 
great revolution in J;he state of the country; 
from that period we began to become a 
I, great idanufacturiog m^tioif ;* agriculture 
l^rtly qfter.deciiBed. By the ^liticiaw 
qf those d^|s>itsras viewraas a subori^ 
p nate objecL The wealth of the couatif 
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was doubtl^y i^bid}yaugmented ^ luxuir nearly reduced the whole ofi' the working 
spread Vtefbaleruf influ throueh all classes to a state of pauperism; every sen- 
ranks of 'Sbeiety. The price of labour timent of shame is lost sight of, ana with 
rose, and earnings of the working it all consideration beyond that of the pra- 
classes were mcreased, though not their sent moikient. To stop the progress of 
happiness, 'f he demand for workmen in thil alarming malady,'in modern times, ei- 
the various ma'iiufactories transferred to pedients have been resorted to whichjiear 
them nui^ibers from the peaceful occupa- a strong analogy to the policy which pro- 
tion of agricultui'^. The habits of their duced the act of the l8th and 9th of Wil- 
former lives were^^on lost: higher wages Ham and Mary, I mean the erection of 
were ohtaine9i m^ expensive habits ac- workhouses for the reception of the poor, 
quired, and no Vhoi^ht taken, or provision The principal object of th^e receptacles 
made, for any revere. Temporafy seeifisto^have been notto accommodate the 
pressioDS of trad6'occurred ;®the numbers needy, but to detfr them from applying 
that were thus at once exposed-to hunger for relief: as a preliminaiy every domes- 
and the extreme of misery were too great tic comfort was to be sacrinced—their lit- 
forprivate benevolence to succour: sonu- tie property seiaed for the benefit of the 
merous were the demands fo^ parochial parish—every hope of returning to their 
relief, that all sense of shame was lost own fireside extinguished. Who can view 
sight of. The plague is not more rapid in these mansions of misery without horror? 
its progress than this malady has proved This springs from that radical error in the 
itsem The exad^le of onq great town administration of the poor laws which con- 
quickly extended to another, and in a founds vice and virtue, and equally entitles 
sh(fk‘t period pervaded the whole kingdom, both to relief. To guard against the idle 
To so shameless a pitch is it now arrived, and the profligate, the unfortunate are the 
that pauperism fs contemplated and calcu- victims. Every feeling heart must deplore 
lated on in the very outset of life: in- thatHi fellow creature should be exposed 
^ stances are not wanting of parties apply- to such a cruel alternative. 

‘ ing im(f(bdi 3 ;^ly aftct* being married for The best i^ulcted poor house# present 
reuef fropi Hu&parish. What was strictly ■ a dreadful^^Sfate of existence—a society 
the sole injieritance of misery is now indis- with ho one common bond^of feeling— 
crrminatcly claimed asr a right appertaining evbry endearing relation destroyed. In 
to all. , its place a orinciple of sava^. selfishness 

Amopgst the agricultural« classes this pervading all claisra—engendering mutual 
contagion has been spread by ether means, jealousy and hatred. Age, infirmity. 
Motives not creditable to the parties have youtl^, idleness, and profligacy indiscrimi- 
contributed to their debasement; with a nateiy^iuddled together. Can any mortal 
view of keeping down wages parochial re- contemplate such a conclusion of life, and 
lief was resorted* to. The price of grain not bless the attempt to preserve him from 
was taken as the^arometer. It does not it ? I put it to every gentlemui’s feelings 
seem to have b^h'^considered what was who hears me, if he can doubt the poor of 
likely to result from a practice so degrading: England will bail any change of system 
by thus rendering the labourer dependent,, wlucb will in its operation secure to them 
and compelling him to look to otliers anti the enjoyment>of their peaceful halptatiom 
not to his own endeaVburs for support, all dnd domestic comforts i Yes, they wi^ 
cd^nomy and forethought vanished; to gratefully lacknowledge to God and 
husbandhis Kttle gains was to relinquish the escape from thi| misery, which'’the 
Ins own enjoyments fbr the be a w fic of a poor laws now hang over their head. * 
parish. This sacrifice of independence Every fiiotive ofnumanity as well as po- 
was attended at the commencement with Jicy^ calls on us to endeavour to devise 
Vegret; the opinion and respeet of neigh- *means for securing so large a portion of 
hours were a strong tiejjmd operated to our fellow-creatures from the degraded si- 
keep alive the feefingfcJi indsfiendener, tuation to which they are reduced. Eight 
when DO such means were resorted to, tul million# expended, and that without ][wo- 
the late years of scarcity; tiiese have motiog the happiness of one individual 
nea^y extingpished that honest pride that who participates in it. If the evil is suf- 
callra &rtk great exertjpn rather tbqp* fered to^roceed, the whole industry and 
tub^^Plli^iuperism. The mjst^en viemi rivenue of the dbunt^ wlU inade^te 
^Iwiir'MigWher with misfiwpines .to'noer-i^ot 4 qiomfiHtabJia^ 
flHieC effects of cixiiDittle.< hsvaM hfobv^fhot' a dintttisfiid (.oUn ^-dsMided 
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poor» idia i^cov6r when it is too late, 
that iinprovidence. and want of economy, 
which makes them a burthen to others, robs 
them of every comfort of life. 

Suah are the baneful eiFects«>of these 
laws, their contaminating influence is iblt 
by ^1 ranks.* In the higher orders it has 
lessened those feeling of compassion and 
interest that would otherwise have* been 
felt for the afflicted: the resources of a 
parish suspend the claims of charity. 

In destroying this system you will render 
mankind more alive to theieelings of*be¬ 
nevolence ; every one v^ill then And be has 
a duty to perform, which under existing 
circumstances he may consider as not im¬ 
periously binding on hitn. 

A sum of eight millions judiciously ap¬ 
plied to the reUef of the really necessitous 
and industrious goor would extend the 
scale of comforts, which might be afforded 
them infinitely beyond whatever has yet 
been in contemplation or practice. 

The labouring classes of Great Britain 
are, at the bottom, a reflecting and moral 
people, capable of forming a correct judg¬ 
ment on aav plan proposed for their bbne- 
flt. They will not be slow in appreciating 
the advdtitages of dependingon their own 
exertions rather than trustin^Ho those of 
others. 1 ^ay be too sanguine ih the 
views 1 have taken: iny firm bdlief, lidVv- 
ever, is that some plan founiied on the 
principles which will govern what 1 shall 
Mve the honour of submitting to the 
House, would meet with- the approOation 
of a great majority oK the lower Orders. 
Vo period for the discussion of this mo¬ 
mentous question can be more favourable 
than the present. Splendid as is the re¬ 
nown which the nation has acquired by its 
naval aiM military exploits, these will not 
form the most brifliant and striking feature 
in die f^iture history of,the«present times, 
^'be admiration of succeeding ages will bfe 
oqxcted to that revolution that^bas .and is 
orating on the n^oral state of man by 
th8 system of education introduced by 
Bell and Lancaster, which in iti^ progress 
wiU multiply the happiness of every |ui> 
eeeding age by increasing its habits on 
virtue and probity. In tMienty years we 
nay fairly contemplate that there will 
ccarbe be an indivioual to foilnd who 
will not possess the means ofnaking him¬ 
self acquainted with his duty to God and 
man.- • 

< Tfle of i general system 

of educBtioit^ 1 luM eooally high with Mr. 
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tion oDjwIiich is to be built any system for 
bettering the condition of tb^^ople of 
England. Whatever can lead ^n to curb 
their passions and teach tU™ to oppose 
the future to the present, mi^tbe attended 
with the most important ^ults to their 
happiness. / ^ 

Disposed as I am to 1 
as a most powerful au^ 
the evil with which 
that it would not, in 
be sam to confide in ai' 


k to Vacation 
iliary, so great is 
have to contend, 
huifible opinion, 
^an that did not 


c^er not only an equ^, but extended scale 
of support fo? the almctt^d. 

I am neither called on nor disposed to 
enter into the discussion of any abstract 
{A-inciples. It matters not whetner every 
hifqjan beiflg be entitled to a support ffom 
the> produce of the eartli^ or that the most 
imperious duty on mtfp after the payment 
of debts is the exercise of charity. I am 
disposed to ^allow every latitude that can 
be required‘to the claims of misery, and 
to agree that the exercise of benevolence 
is the highest source of human enjoyment. 

Nor is the axiom less tnie that it is an 
imperious duty, binding on every mortal, 
to exert his utmost endeavours for the 
support of* himself and those he-'has con- ' 
tributed to bring into the sifSrld^ By the 
sweat of his brow man is ordained to earn 
his bread. No claim can honestly be set 
up for relief till every effort has been 
made and felled. The neglect of t{;is prin¬ 
ciple has braughi on the nation the evils 
it now endures; unless the consent and 
opinion of the working classes ban bo 
brought back to a recognition of this truth, 
it is in- vain to look for* relief from any 
remedy that can be proposed. 

To one half of the'fmpire only do tho 
poor laws extend. Great as ^is the scale' 
.nf^raisery that unfortunately prevails in 
R-elaod, constant and unceasing as are the 
claims for relief, tli# appeal is never with¬ 
out efiect. To the honour of that cpuntl^ 
its charity is unbounded. The stream of 
beneitplenee flows unceasingly? tbe indi¬ 
gent themsdves view it as an indisben- 
sable duty not to refuse their mUok This 
affords a ptoof that wben^thereis no other 
provision thaw that of charity, cdl ere dis¬ 
posed to asercIseTP* i - i 
In Scofiand the number of: parodiial 
poor is about one* in sixty. The whole 
poor of |hat country are (^cukted from 
•t^ir^ to thirtyjsix thousand* Jh® 
penditure for &ek support supposed to 

, _-- o_I ^ about Sf[.*eAcb, and Uie total expent# 

Wh^Hreedialiihd eefisiderit as flae Touida- |/nei' exoecfflba^ 180,000k Notbiofr^ 
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afford a strong proof of the in^\ence of vice. At the same time it must be ad- 
moral aa^hiiosophical principles on the mitted that the system is liable to great 
conduct ^d character of d nation, than objections. In tlic first place the relief 
this view ^tfte labouring classes presents, they afford is in very many cases inade- 
Voluntary sAarity is in most instances quate to,,the necessities of the party, and 
adequate to the claims of the unfortu- compels a recourse to parochial assi^anoa, 
nafii... The sc^e of crime is as narrowed which is destructive of the first and most 
as that of nec^ity. Education and at- important principle. Ttie loss oT tim£ and 
tention the diiiies of religion produces consequent expense* attending these esta- 
the happiest efii^ on the condition of blishments are serious objections: where 
the lower oniers^*that country, and en- the payment of every member is alike, it 
courages ns in ViWimg to the same'effects is in vain they can be expected to consent 
from reciirr^ence toWie same means. H|^d the.allowance^should be proportioned to 
our system of poirlkws extended to that the indi^idual*^ wants of the party. The 
country, its inliabitants would, have been present moment butweighs all considera- 
equal sharers in the misery which has re- tibns for the fiiturc. 1 have often attempted 
suited frAn them in this country. A cot- the application o£ the principle of giving 
roborating proof of this ariscsiin a panesh with some regard to the number of chil- 
in Dumfriesshire^ where they have fTpids dren, but could never succeed, 
for the maintenance of the poor, amount- I now come to the immediate considera- 
ing to between two and three thousand tion of the plan I would with great de- 

E uunds per annusi. The number of in- ference suggest as a substitute for the 
abitants in this parish is supposed to be poor laws. It may probably entitle it to 
nearly eight hundred, the greatest part of a more favourable reception when I state 
whom are in a state of pauperism, dc- that it is not founded on mere theory. It 
pending on charity for their support. An has the expei ience of upwards of thirty 
adjoining parish has a population of 2,500 yeaxs to plead, in which period it has 
souls, and there are in it but two paupers, raised above 20,000/. Much individual 
• Can an 5 ^,.thing affordva more iitcontestable misery has been^olaced, the pressure on 
proof of tfi^^structive effects arising out, the partieg,^s been light, and but for 
of a statlEF of dependance, from the poor tliis oompul.'ive forethouglit, probably the 
looking tin any means of support besides whole, or by far the greatesf part of thk 
those arising from their own industry, sum had ^een wasted or spent in public 
prudence, and forethoughl. I might rest houses. It canjpot be deuit^J that from 
the whcile argument on the^propriety of drunkenness arises, jii a very great de- 
destroying the poor laws, on this singular gree^ the miseries of the lower orders, 
instance of the banefpl effects of the Few who would got be enabled, by tlie 
labouring poor transferring the care of j sacrifice of a part of what is spent in tlie 
providing for themselves to others. So destruction of their health and the happi- 
destructive is the principle, that it operates ness of their fhrailies, to provide an ample 
an entire chang^iti«the national character, fund for the casualties of life. The worb- 
I beg to call to the recollection of the men employed in the Workington and 
House a petition which I had tl^e honour Harrington collieries are constrained to 
of presenting from the rope-makers*at* contribute a week to a fund for their 
Chatham, complaining that the superan- mutual support—the proprietor paying a 
n^^ion pension of from 1.5 to 20 pounds third of the sum subscribed. The sedef 
|>cr annum #vas inadequate to their sup- of weekly relief'is considerable; in,.4^6 
port, an*d did not prevent rfieij; often be- of serious accident tile party has a guinea 
coming chargeable to the parish. Thiels in. advance to supply immediate wants, 
a further proof- of the consequences of medical assistance is provided. A sum of 
transferring to oilers the carp wf our own ' mobey is givey on the death of parent or 
concerns. Reliance on Ricse funds de- children. A ^committee chosen by the 
Btroys that prudent'ftflflffiougjjt that can workmen have the management of the 
alone keen the lower or^rs from a state funds, end is presided over by an af^ent. 
of dependance. * In this point 1 piust admit it been 

IJlOfthe fp^tering care and attention of a failing. The strict application of relief to 
ur&le gentleman (I mean Mr, I proper objects has seldom been sufficiently 
Rope} establishment of Friendly attended too. Umle'ed it was scajeeelo be 

iatidh praise is di^, l am sen-,' eKpected that the coiqpiiueArould chiAige 

aihte th^ luive been of great hational serAi i^# ^‘^1^ the odtom ^pf jdqtectBig 
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mmediate comrades. There wanted some 
>ther interests to keep that watchful af- 
ention which could alone prevent frauds 
ind imposition. Though it has not done 
dl the good it was capable of, itjias been 
>ii inSfiite service to the individuals, aqd 
)f great benafit to the parish.* It may 
)e asAed, %re not the wages higher in con* 
lequcnce of the payment of 6^. a wqek to 
.his fund I I answer no; I rather believe 
hat if the funds had been more prudently 
nanaged, it would have been a powerful 
nducement in drawing men to the works. 

I have seldom heard in the^ong period of 
IS years, an objection ftiadc to the pay- 
nent, though the mcit came from all quar* 
:ers, many of them wittu>ut any intention 
)f remaining for any length of time in the 
;mploy. This indeed encourages me to 
lelieve there would be less objection to 
iuch payments than might at first sight 
>e supposed. It is from conviction of 
ndividual benefit that weighs with the 
larties, not personal influence, as might 
)e supposed. 

What 1 should propose to the House 
vould be that every individual who made 
my profit or advantage of his labour, 
ibould cgntribute towards the establish* 
nent of a parish fund for then^ief of sick* 
less, age, or misfortune, for tne eacou- 
agement of industry and good morals, for 
I general plan of education,^ and such 
itber objedts as might b^ conducive to 
he comfort and happiness of the labouring 
dasses. That to this fund c^italists* and 
iroperty should contribqjce. That alhranks 
lad classes in society should join in pro- 
notiog a system for bettering the situa- 
ion and increasing the comiorts of the 
^reat bulk of the nation. 

Suppo»ng the gontributions to be as 
bilows:— • 

• * 

^7,353 families returned aS 
employed in agj-icul* • 
^>,^ure at* ISi per fa* 

* iJrtly per week....,.,,. 1^13,117 
dSS,588 famiiies^occupied in 

trade and manufac* • 
tories at . a., 2,401,SS8 

1,020^941 families constituting 4,214,4<4>5 
« population of up* 
wards of seven mil* 

* Eden has in bi» valuable work 
m Poor, iTotioo^ the Societyy as has 
he Board c^s/^rifijghare; . 
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^ lions, six hundred 
thousand souls. \ 
191,225 faftiilies supporting 
themselves by 
or income at 4s. jjlr 
week , 

191,225 families of privi^ged 
orders, &c. on awegu- 
lated scale to jfe fix* 
ed by refercjnce to 
the assessed Uixesut 

* «!• " ^ 

C>Q« •••• 


994,370 


,.:p.r..... 1,988, 

^ ’ O Qfi« 


740 
2,983,110 


§82,450 •• 

At Id. per bead paid by per* 
sons employing workmen... 1,054,611 
Id. per head contributed by * 
.property now rateable. 1^054,811 


2,109,222 


By labouring classes 4^214,445 
By other classes ... 2,982,110 
By capital and land 2,109,222 

Total. 9,305,777 


1 submiMhis only as a cursory view of 
the subject; to sbow^ what an enurmous 
/um may be raised by calljfig forth the 
united contributions of all classes. I 
have considered 10s. as the low^t wages 
that the labourer would receive. The 
proportion woufd not exceed athii^ieth of 
their gains. * All should contribute, but 
none in a higher ratio. The contributions 
would be nearly gqual from thos% who 
were to be partakers of the fund, and 
those who must be considered as only con* 
tribytors to it, with a view of augmenting 
the general state of happiness. Such a 
fund, properly administered, could not fail 
of extending consolation to the afflicted 
&»y*ond all example. Nor would the ef¬ 
fects be confined t<? those merely who 
were objects of distress. Rewards fjgf 
good conduct would naturally Ibrn^ a part 
of a pl^u that aimed at elevating the situ* 
ation of the great body of tiie peo(lIe. 
One material vice of the old system must 
t*be avoided.* Flagitious conduct or con¬ 
viction of crix m or misdemeanor, must 
exclude suo^ indmOfllls frqm being sub¬ 
scribers to >he parish sa^ng fund. Edu¬ 
cation should be universal. The House 
cannot fo^et the frightful pipture drawn 
of the state of edqcaflon in thei 9 et|opolia, 
by*tfie member for Winchefeca (Mr. 
Brougham) ; though I trust there 
! be any 8O>O0D children devonf 

1" ^ 
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of all instruction. Ifit exists iA a tenth presents a le^tituate object of ambition- 
part it ift sufficient to interest everj friend one fairly within their reacl.—connected 
to humaiwy in applying a remedy. with prooitv—the reward of honesty and 

Encoui^ing the people to virtuous good moral conduct. The influence oi 
conduct, ii^^Tcating by every possible honorary distinctions is made available as 
means habits^f. frugality and forethought, the highest rewards that can be held out 
wou^d be the ^Jmary objects to be aimed fo( acts of valour, may they not equally iSe 
■A, 'a am sanguine that when this was offered as the recompence to virtue?, 
nurly uifllersto^ there would scurce be It is not easy to qalculate the incstim* 
found an individtul so insensible to bis in- able advantages which may result to the 
dividual happinesses to withhold the sa- nation by calling into actidn all its worth 
orifice of a pot pfi4?,eer to secure hb own and abilities. Fourteen thousand corn- 
independence \ » mittees, constituted as 1 have a right to 

The success t1^, as of every othbr suppose ^hey would be, could not fail of 
plan must principally depend on'its exe- producing such a,code of laws as would 
cution. I confidently reckon ton the cor- embrace every obiect calculated for pre¬ 
dial co-operation of all ranks. The evils moting morals and industiy, and consoling 
of the old system are universally felt, and misery. 

when the task qf bettering the situetion The intercourse to which this plan 
of so large a portion of the community would lead between the higher and lowei 
was once delegated'by the legislature to classes in society, coulcj not fail of being 
^e public, that philanthropy and spirit attended with the most beneficial results, 
for which this kingdom is so .conspicuous, Whilst it called forth the interest and at* 
wquld unite all ranks in so glorious a work tentlon of the one to the welfare of the 
as that of promoting national happiness, other, it would increase the sentiments ol 
I should propose the government of these respect and veneration on the part of the 
funds, together with the formation of rules people for their superiors, 
and regulations to be observed, to be vest- 1 should superadd another motion to 

. ed in |he hands of a commjttee. This stimulate to exertion; as the funds in- 
body to be.^lecteff'from the labouring creased so ^puld the contributions dimi- 
classes, their Employers and the represen-'* nisb. Tbtf^would it become not only the 
tatives ef landed and other property, collective but the Individual interest of 
Each parish would be thus at liberty to every member of the parish to have the 
adopt such rules and regulations as the funds economised 

J artiqttiar situation of the place required. ^ The accumuh-tions to be lodged from 
t is not necessary for me tif trouble the tiroe^to time in the bands of the receiver 
House with all the details that may be re- gene^, to be placed on government se- 
,quisite for carrying the plan into execu- curities. Proper officers to be appointed 
, tion. I shoulc^ recommend the rules ap- in every district for receiving or furnishing 
proved by each committee to be rbgisterbd mone^, as occasions might require. I do 
at the sessions, order that an^ party not think any thing more delightful could 
who might be disposed to question the be proposed tlian that of cmlii^ on alt 
propriety of them, might appeal to the ranks of society to unite timir eifaeavours 
sessions, the magistrates having authority to multiply human happiness. If the 
to quash, but not (o enact—One thiird other parts of the plan would admit of as 
part of the committee to be annually 'much being’said in its favour, I should^ 
diianged—The rules to be revised every ticipate tile most ffivourable results. 
fifth yearnso as to keep alive a constant at- Contrast the gove 2 :nment 1 propose for 

lev,tion towards perpetuating the system, tabe poon with tMt under whicfi it il at 
It is one of the most important problems in jffesentr A hind or an'ignorant overseer, 
legislation to determine wh^ the atate^, driven rductmitly into the office, harassed 
ought to take oh iuelf to dintet by public and perplexed by perpetual unceasing ^ 
wisdom, and what iUUight'to leave to in- plications, adopting the most unfavourable 
dividual discretion. * estinnto of human nature, compelled 

I view with 'particular complacency equally to rdieve the unfortunate and 
tail pMt of the piab, which intrusts to worthless—All are soon viewed- through 
jffio a e who are to be relieved, a share in the most unfavourable medium. Con- 
fhea(A|iiiiflstration of their funds. 1 Qsn- tempt bnd hatred eatioguish all sentimente 
fidee|^ likely to contribute’to elerate. ofqDmpasslon,*harsbne8Bmi4brttta]ftyare 
ihec^d^pnof the working daisei. It in, consequence (leak out to all. How 
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different would be the Ireatmcnt of the 
bor when tiUcy had a part of tiioir own 
ody superintending their concerns— 
alive to their distresses by a sentiment of 
j[ellow feeling. It would be tl^ wish of 
all td Console the afflicted, and to relieve 
the virtuous.. There would be an interest 
also*to edrb the excesses of the thought¬ 
less. The duty of ihe magistrate^ is to 
punish—his powers are only called into 
action when society has suflereil an injury. 
A committee elected,by the free clioice 
and esteem of a parish would posses^ an 
induence of opinion, tlTht ndght with 
admirable cilect be exercised in curbing 
those vices which lead to crime. This 
operation of opinion wotild have a power¬ 
ful eft’ect on the whole community. 

In providing for the labouring and ma¬ 
nufacturing poor, it would ill become us ! 
to be unmindful of those brave men wlio 
fight the battles of their country. It is 
highly painful to see the veteran who has 
Buttered in his country’s cause begging 
his bread. I should propose a stoppage 
to an equal amount to be made from the 
pay of the army and navy, and a propor¬ 
tionable part paid to these funds by the 
country! By this means they would be 
secure of a mainteuance on the conclusion 
of their services, if unable to^carq their 
livelihood. C.cst I simuld be mistaken, I 
would notice that I would propose to in¬ 
clude all mariners and others In the pro¬ 
vision previously proposdH. 

There is still anotBer class qfunfor^unate 
beings fur whom provision shof^ld be 
made, who arc punish'ed for the sins of 
their parents, I mean natural children 
who arc abandoned by thair parents and 
left without care and protection. Stran¬ 
gers to {hose tender attentions, which im¬ 
print on the hearV inttuences which one- 
rate on the character through life; with 
tempers soured, wanting e'ducation, it js 
^ot to be w'ondcrcd at if these should be 
amongst the most worthless mem* 
ber^ fj^cie tv.* T<* reclaim, to remedy 
the injuri^of these unfortunate^ is wor¬ 
thy the generosi^ of a great nation, and 
would be at once an act of justice sand* 
munificence. The penalties, by law in¬ 
dicted on the parents, I mean not to in- 
tetqjeddle with. \^en no mfans of 
maintenance can be obtained from the 
parents, the children, tiftcr five years of 
age, should be taken and educated at the 
iiati|j}pal expense, the bo^ placed in the 
jiavy atid ara»y, to sc^e mr a certain pe-. 
riod. The girlsto*be in Idee Wlie edu-^ 
(VOL.XXXIT.) 
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cated, and each parish in its talr% to be 
requirdd to furnish ‘proper situations to 
bind them 'out as apprentU^s; Thus 
would national morals be imSfroved, and 
the happiness of many hiwi;^ beings be 
secured. What may be IVe number of 
bastards annually born I (^n only (^jec- 
ture: it was supposed ajput thirtj'^years 
ago the number of ill^itimatt/children 
\vas in the proportion of one to twenty- 
eight of those bom in wedlook: this would 
makt?tlie number thejs'xibout “'"c thou¬ 
sand. Ill France, at pint period, the num- 
ifer oi^bastai'^s was coniydercd as one in 
fourteeh. I fear, at present, the number 
is greatly incrcused in our own country, 
fjnd may be as one to fourteen, of eighteen 
tt^uusniid., 1 have recently seen it stated, 
that out of soinervhat Jess than.twcnty- 
thfee thousand children born at Paris, 
eight thousand were bastards. What pro¬ 
portion of bastards arc,supported by tlieir 
parents, I Iwvc no data to justify any con¬ 
jecture. The education and maintenapee 
of each child may be calculated at between 
eight and ten pounds; qt u very early 
age they might be made capable of con¬ 
tributing something towards their own 
support. • • 

There must be still means of 

maintaining those who shou/d be’bereft of 
the means of providing for themselves: 
the lunatic, the blind, and others having 
no provision frtim property, and incapable 
of administering to their own* wants; 
these mustt>e the annuitj|nts of the public. 
It might be highly expedient, therefore, to 
bring back the 1>3(! of Klizabeth strictly 
to such cases. There ar^ large existing 
charities, which might be employed to 
mifcli better purposes j^n what they are: 
the amount of these will ere long be 
brought under the observation of thelegis- 
■ IpSure, and may form -a part of future in¬ 
quiries on this subjeyct. 

There will unfortunately occur instances 
of persons of notorious char|cter, or dlTn- 
victed criminals, who being, Excluded 
fronrtubscribing to the parish fuuds^ jnay 
be reduced to the necessity of requiring 
relief: wl^ilst the public administered to 
their necessitjes, it would be justified iu 
fixing such ^rks «f stigma as miglit 
operate in^leterring others from following 
their example. To sudh persons badging 
might probably be *applied with a general 
benefit,‘and could dot be abused; it 
‘vaould tberefore* stamd vefy sdittereiit 
grounds fo what it wm fic^uierly applied. 

‘ 1 have omHtedlti^ertD to^advert to ime 

• (3M) - 
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most material consideration connected 
with thb inject, I mean the laws relative 
to settle! *' 


endless so 
By the staf 
that of 

to 

Here tjiey 
iiwe years. 



oat of this ?>as arisen an 
of litigation and expense. 
10 of Kichard 2d, c. 7, and 
7th, c. 12, the poor are 
de in cities, and towns 
born or had dwelt for 
are the first rudiments 


of parish settlomerits. 

Till the 2#tli of Henry Sth, c. 26, there 
was no CompultdfV method chalkecl out 
for the purjjose. B^he statute of Charl|j_s 
2nd, c. 12,*inhalHtancy, apprentiedkhip, a 
service of forty days are madp to confer 
settlements: the act directs that all in¬ 
truders iflBy be removed by two justices 
of the pe.ace unless settled on r. tenemunt 
of 10/. per annum. The preamble to \itat 
act is a very curious representation of 
tlie state of the country at that period. 
“ That, whereas, by reason of some defects 
in the law, poor people are n6t restrained 
from going from one parish to another, 
and therefore endeavour to settle them¬ 
selves in tliose {parishes where is the best 
stock, the largest commons and wastes to 
build cottages, and the most woods for 
them to bum and destroy; 'and when 
they have co^umed it, then to another, 
parish, aftd at last become rogues and 
vagabonds, to great. discouragement of 

E arishes to provide stock, when it miglit 
e destroyed by strangers! ^ By the Ist 
of Jam^ 2, c. 17, forty day^were to be 
accounted after notice given. By the Si 
and 4-tn of William and ^ary, c. 11, it was 
further required that notice should be had 
at the church, tand a statute of .the 8th 
and 9th of the same reign enacted ^the 
machinery of certificates, that has since 
in a great measure been done away. The 
recent act'of Mr. East, or the 35th 
of George 3d, restrains removal till fl«j' 
party becomes actually chargeable. Ex¬ 
tending the power of requiring settlements 
was calculatiid at the moment to benefit 
both individuaLs and the public.' Incon¬ 
veniences have arisen from it tha^were 
not foreseen; so true is it that political 
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to be supposed liis serviccs.have contri¬ 
buted to the wealtli and prosperity of the 
spot. At the close of life to separate 
him frohi nil bis connexions and acquain¬ 
tances, !]^(1 transport him to a j;)Iace 
where all memory of time is lost, is asi 
act of unjustifiable cruelty. * ^ 

In order to remedy a great evil arising 
out of the present system of settlements, 

I would propose a power should be given 
to parishes to purchase settlements for 
their supernumerary hands, so that when, 
from a change of circumstances, they were 
incapablS of finding work for all their 
labourers, they should be at liberty to 
look nut and transfer .them to such 
quarters as they could be employed with 
advantage. The public and the indivi¬ 
duals would be mutually gainers by the 
exchange. 

Tiic effect of establishing parish funds 
would undoubtedly be to raise the wages 
of the labpurer in those districts, where 
an advance on the poor-rates constitutes 
a part of the payment: this tvnuld, in the 
view 1 have taken of the subject, be for 
the «Q(lvautagc of all parties. It is to be 
hoped that the price of the necessaries of 
life will, when onfc fairly settled*, be less 
subject to^hose variations which bear so ■ 
hard on the working classes. 

•1 h3ve«60inc doulits whefUbr I may not 
have estimated tlie produce of agricultural 
labour too nigli.^in .■■■upposing'fhe gains of 
each family calculated, as consisting of 
six persons, to amount to thirty shillings. 

I liavar however premised that I would in 
no instance take more than id, and that 
sum not to exceed a tliirtiesh part of the 
earnings of thv party. That the difficul¬ 
ties whicli will attend this, or any other 
material change of system, are great, can- 
no^t be denied: i do not anticipate oppo¬ 
sition from tlip quarter where many look 
for it, 1 mean on the part of the lifbouring 
poor. TlvJ comforts the plan holds 
to them will be ‘felt and appreciatejfKit 
will afford them maity solid 9 i®f*^;a'tit«i 8 , 
and cxeiiipt them frorp*sufferings which 
cab only be tolerated from the oppressive 


l^is is now become one of ^fie most pro 
mioent evils of thff sysrem. I should 
propose to bripf back settlemests to their 
ojefginBl simplicity, thrt of birth and resi- 
dbiobie ; and in case of marriage the hus- 
baed’i seMcfhent to become iJidt, of tbq 
vriHs. sprely caif be more reMUh- 

at^ei'^iliit nfo spent ifi tf^ve laboiic . 

dodfeif fi r^t of setdemeiit t H ic 1 


wisdom changesvttith the state "of society, f burthens now imposed, the benefit of 

hTLili. _ tT ^ I 1 • I 1. .. _* *1.^_ 


which reaches not the poor. 

Grateful t<? the House for the indul¬ 
gence Ahoy have shown me, I shalk not 
trespass longer on their time. 1 ^ fully 
sensible of the iniportance of the subject, 
I again,repeat the apologies I offered at 
the outset: 1 a«i setfsible the [dan Xihave 
st^gested, under the |po!itfifl*onR&le con- 
qprtictitm, will require ^omeh atheadDient 
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to adapt it to practice. 'In one point 1 Sir Egerion Br^dees, though nnwilling 
believe therelis a general concurrence of to trcsjlass on the indulgence oftth^ House, 
opinion, that a remedy must be sought for at an hour Itrhen ot^cr pressing matter 
to put a stop to an evil that cannot much stood for debate, yet could nptinie entirely 
longer be endured. A due rcgjjrd to the silent on a subject which ha^i^occupied so 
hpppiifess and comfort of the labouring much o^ his attention. Ui /could assure 
classes demaijds this of us, not less than- the House, that he woul^ not tr^pass 
the indisjfbnsable necessity of relieving a many minutes on their aaticnce; ^ 

great part of the community iVom bur- Would refrain from entermg on th6 vari^n 
thens destructive of their industry and and almost voluminous topics which (his 
comforts. On these grounds, Sir, I shall matter suggested: and whicl^it>«required 
move that a select •comiuiitee be ap- laboribus and painful digcijssions to inves- 
pointed to take into their consideration tijpite with proper comprehension. But 
die laws relative to the nihintenance and he could not ;forbear expfcssinf^ shortly his 
support of the poor. Brum their labours dissent,'from the opioion that the poor 
I anticipate such suggestions as may aid laws were s'o bad in their origin and-prin> 
the House in adopting a system that will ciple as they had been this night ncpresenU 
restore the labouring people their iude- ed^to be. ,He admitted the evils of th9 
pendence, and with it nu increase of bap- present system were numerous 'and cry- 
pincss: and at the same time augment in- ingl hut he believed that those evils were 
duhtry aud ihereUy promote (he general mainly to be attribueed to a departure 
prosperity of the empire.—The hon. gen- from the simplicity andpbjccts of the laws 
lleman concluded with moving, That a originally enacted, in the reign of queen 
select committee he appointed to take Elizabeth. They were false excrescences, 
into their consideration the Poor Laws, which had grown out of the stock; and 
tnd to report their observations thereupon had tilled it with discasesan^d dangers. He 
to the House.” ^ was willing to add his tribute of praise to 

Mr. Lockhart returned thanks as an in- the able and perspicuous manner in which 
dividual the hon. member fur his exer- the hon. mamber who had brought tjprwa^ . 
Lions on tin's subject, of all others the most this motion, had e»)Ounded^isq)lan to the 
nteresting; for his endeavours’\)ot {o re. 'House. But he felt it a duly ma totally 
ieve the rich from contributing to the to suppress the mention of hts fvar, that 
lecessities of others, but to make those so extensive a theory, and so fundamental 
zontributioflC useful to all; anilTto remove an alteration of the existing laws, would 
1 system, wliich, if not reihedied, must in be found to*be less practicable than the 
;he end effect the ruifi of every ciass,«Bnd, Hbn. mover Mattered himself it would be. 
leginning with the lower member%80on The present poor laws were so widely ra- 
lestroy also the nobler parts of the oody. mified, so deeply rdoted, and so intimately 
There never had been a proper system of interwoven with the wholq system of the 
aws on this head, The lion, gentleman institutions of the country; they were thfl( 
lere went into the hUtory of the poor result of such a long seyiies of generation! 
aws, am] showed that the statute of Eliza- of legislative and judicial talent, acting on 
>etb had been a|]:ogethcr misconstrued, the successive experience of the numeroua 
He expatiated on the mischiefs arising and^changing facts in the condition of life. 
Vom m^ing up poor.rates with wages,^ of the lower orders; j>nd this vast collec- 
yhich took from the poor man every feel- tion of enactments, and provisions, and 
n|^f independence, and rendered him judgments, bad become so faij^iliar to *1!^ 

)f ^uNiy]uc in liis «ewn estimation. By understandings and habits ot ^oSe who 
jivmg him W a ,^oon what he £ught to were dispersed every whore, even to ey«ry 
iarn as his own property, he was not only corner of the kingdom, that for his part ne 
lefrauded of his right, but lost all eneagy tmust hesi^t^ and pause, ^efore could 
)r desire to gain his own subsistence, and reconcile his mjnd to a change so immense, 
;eased to feel any shame itt being sup- a theory so unified, a»that .now proposed, 
tortid by the parish. It was necessary At any rat^ it must be l<fng before the 
;o convince the poor that under the pre- result of any committee^ to which so vast 
lent system the ruin of* all must ensue, a subject was given ihconuderation, could 
md relief be finally altogether hogeless—- be completie£ Another session, at 
n jsh]]rt, that Uie poor w^re much more least must paw aavayin jt^is aiWueus in- 
nterestM in^cb other’s l^eur than in ^uiry; and it? wm not therefore withoi^i^ 
i«eb other’s t^len^p. ^ ^eep r^red thpt he now reiSoctcd, that 1^. 
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liad yielded lo the solicitations of the hon. imbecility of those under whose control 
membesi postpone those partial'amelio' they were placed. He was at a loss to 
rations ofltamor evils, which were in his imagine by witat course of reasoning the 
opinion no^jiKCessary concomitants of the noble lord had come at the conclusion 
present sys^l; and of which the remo* that all fosrigners arriving previous to 1816 
val, if only nl^the time that would elapse W 9 re harmless individuals, not parTaking 
befcH^ the mover’s proposed raea- of any portion of the spirit which infected 
||j|es cq^ald be\brought forward, would many whp had subsequently vfsited* this 
have been no slight good. But he recol- country. He had before entered at length 
lected the pledge he had given to the into the question, and if .there was any 
House, he would not, on the ground fur tliinking that the internal and 

present occasicar, Urespass long on* their cxtcrnalcircumstanoes of Great Britain re* 
patience. He woi\ld therefore close wij^h quiced measures ofprecaution, the alien bill 
expressing *his assent to tbf present mo- fur the purpose of keeping a surveillance 
tion; and his earnest hope, that d subject over for«gners waS undoubtedly necessary, 
which deserved such profound attention Was it even common sense to argue, that 
from thk House would produce all tlte oecausc persons vrho entertained the de- 
good which the able and sangjiino mover sign ofdisturbing the present repose of Eu* 
predicted from ifa. * ro)ie resorted to this country to carry on 

The motion was then agreed to, an^ a their machinations, instead of confining 
committee appointdU. themselves to the continent, ministers were 

« to he unarmed with any power to resist their 

^ Alien Bill.] On the motion that the elfortsf Ifthisbill was prudent in 1BI4, 
Alien Bill be read a third time, it was indispensable now; and he could 

Lord Alihorp said, that seeing no pros- not consent todrawalinecitherat 1814, or 
pect of the rejc^ction of this bill, he wished at any otherperiod, between tlic foreigners 
to do all the practical good in his power, who»fbr innocent or guilty purposes took 
by providing some guard against its abu- up their abode in hiigland. The ainend- 
• sive cx«rcise, and w;iih that v4ew he pro- ment, he apprehended, would rattier have 
posed a clausft to eKeiupt from the opera-^ the effect of promoting mischief^ since it 
tion of lift? bin any aliens resident in this* would confpel those who had evil ilesigns 
country'before the l§t of January, 1816, } to. seek , out among the «ld residents 
adding, that although he mentioned that i foreigners of kindred sniiits with tiicm- 
period, he should be willitfg to adopt the selves to accompli.-h their piifffoses. 

1st of January 1814, or sui^i other date Sir James admitted, that the 

as the House m^htdeem more expedient*; nobla lord was quite consistent in com- 
for hlS only objett was, to establish plaining of all protection to weak and unde- 
some protection for these aliens, who bad fended aliens as a diminution of the power 
been long resident in this country—w^o of the executive government—** Give us 
had contributed to increase our capital, to absolute power, or give us nothing,” had 
improve our manw&ctures, to advance our been the constant language of tlie nobie 
skill in arts and arms-*who had their pro- lord. Upon the most plausible p^rt of his 
perty vested in our funds—who had in fact argument he had not however been equally 
contracted English habits, and who consistent, for on a former night he had 

f tended for their subsistence upon the stabi- contended that all the perturbetf spirits 
itv of our government. He submitted to had entered the country since 1814: fop^ 
tlTe consid«ration and candour of the this his noble frienU proposed to proukTe, 
House,'that no danger could be appro- by exempting from this despoj^:; bu fo> 
bended from such men; and that thdlrefore retgnersjvho had been ip.thc'country be- 
they should not be pUt out of the pale of fore the downfal of Napoleon and the dis- 
the constitution^ < e ' pethion of his followers; and now the noble 

The question, that the clause be brought lord insisted tBat all foreigners, even those 
up, having been put? * of fifty years'residence, who had families 

Lord Castlel^iagh objected it, as nar- and profterty at stake, were equally to be 
rowing too much the operation of tlie bill, dreaded. The clause of his noble friend 
He said, it would be Btr wiser to reject the was designed to 'give some protection to 
ttiettittie altogether than to gtvd tne exe- those wjio could scarcely by possibility be 
cuihier gorornment so vain an instrument, dangerous—merchants, handicrafiipien, 
would rather be to induce arijsBDs, and others, <to tbh nufnber of 
,,v4pyikcted'&^gne(a to presume upon tb^^ut ii»00d, who hi^ loag beeir esta- 
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blishcd here. In a former debate the war, but’an alien bill of greater severity 
noble lord ^Gastlereagh) bad supported than hbd been known in times of, revolu- , 
the bill, on the ground that aliens were tion. The (ftimity of government to fo> 
only under a temporary allegiance; but reigners had of late years been carried to 
bad they not always been so, ajjd had not such an extent, that the powWs of parlia- 
«ur ancestors always held that security ment had been limited, and-tlie House of 
sufficient ? JKad it not satisfied king Wil* Lords had passed a resolution that m na- 
liaml^ in tlTe year of the Assassination plot, turalixation bill should he passed it^lj^c 
and George 1, at the time of the rebel- Jiat of tire secretary of state was’'obtained 
lion, though thp plot was in a time o*f dan- certifying in favour of the individual who 
gerous war, and both plot and rebellion required the privilege : in nofm instance 
notoriously countenaacra by the French of lodg residence and of gyeat importance, 
governmerit, though both were against ^ntioned formerly by the hon. member 
new and tottering govcrndlents, %nd both for Atundel,,(sir S. Iloytilly y, this certi- 
aided by powerful factions at home ? The ficate hhd been positively refused. Such 
whole of the argurnetit in favour of the measures of exclusion to tire natives of 
bill vvas in truth' a libel ppon the policy of ^lie rest of the world literally verified the 
our ancestors, who had held that of all w^rds of, the poet — divisos orbe Bri- 

persons aliens who were cut oft' from tanhos. , 

sources of intelligence, unacquainted with Lord Milton said, that the argument of 
the language, and regaided in this coun- the solicitor-general* that the decision 
try with more than the usual degree of ought to be left to thg discretion of the 

that prejudice and distrust of which fo- secretary ofi state, would apply as well to 

reigners are every where the object, were natives as aliens, and would authorize eyen 
least likely to be emplo 3 'ed as spies, by a the suspension of the Habeas Corpus act. 
sagacious enemy, who can always com- The fact was, that the aljcn bill was de¬ 
mand the more effective and unsuspocted signed, not to accomplish our own, but 
services of profligate natives, which every the purposes of foreign powers, and it had 
countrv^roilucfs. He complained mainl}' been supported by reasoning that betrayed • 
of .tiiis hiil as affording means to unprin- in a manner the^burco from whicli it 
cipled individuals to impose up’^n tlifc fears flowed. As the noble lord and Ws friends 
and credulityiof government, andfro render werefordesertingtheancientconijtftutionof 
the supreme authority against tlie inten- thccountry, it was wise in them to abandon 
tion of thds'c ,who exercise i^ an instru- also the ancieift language of the country, 
ment of the most cruel depression. The solicit(#-gcneral had talked df nego- 

Thc 8 'o//c 2 /or G'cHcrn/observed, that the hiants, whfth he strangely interpreted 
principle of the bill was to guttfd the spies; and the noble lord had spoken of a 
eountrj', not against foreigners who had system of surveilldnce it was necessary to 
arrived since a certain date, but against establish for the security of the realm, 
all aliens who entertained evil designs; ^hat surveillance was recognized by tlie 
and altltough long residence could not be British constitution ? ft was left for the 
held co\)c'iu 3 ivc in favour of an individual, noble lord to establish, in the heart of this 
it would of course have its due weight country, his system of survdllance over 
with the secretary of state, who was^to 'Uife peaceable inhabitants, in imitation 
detennhne upon his case. *No man wlip aoubtless of some /sontinental eftorts of 
merely visited England for inqpcent pur- the same kind, which the uoble lord had 
pfK^would be molested*. Merchants and witnessed and approved. . •: 

no» intermeddle with po- Mr. Addington observed, th^ tthat had 
litics woidci Ttqeive all the usl,^fll encou- beem^stated on a former occasion ret^ct- 
ragement; but uic experience of the last ing a certificate of naturalization being 
war had sliown beyond doubt, tliat»the* refused Uf on the application of an hon. 
title of nrgoctatii had heed employed all member, was^ot perfectly correct. He 
over Europe, and even in ISngland, as a had felt it his auty t» make inquiries upon 
cloiik to hide treasonable purposes. In the subje^, and it appeared that a very 
his opinion tlie amendment would paralize discouraging answer had indeed been 
the needful vigour of thb bill. given, but not an* absolute refusal. Oa 

Sir Jtdm Amport remarked qpon the the conttary, an order was actually given , 
secuiie and satisfactory pqace obtained by ’to grant that, ceftificotet .poviied certain 
the nofhe lortl, which required not only aJ floats were removed. With respect to 
military estat^ishi^t greater than durtqp ^he clause^ be certainly felt strong objeef- 
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tions to it; and those who supported it 
aeetned Jo iieason upon the roeasurb, as if 
it were me most tyrannical ahd oppressive 
ever proposed to the JegisJature ot a free 
country. F<^ his own part, he regarded 
it as merely a precautionary proceeding, 
and could not sec how that precaution 
COtulJ^ exercised with more lenity. 'Ihe 
government had \jrought it forward only 
from a sense of duty. 

Sir Sa^uasil Romillt/, having originally 
mentioned to th^ .House the case (H the 
refusal of a certificate, begged to state, 
that the rigtit hop.'gentleman wbo»spoke 
last seemed to be utterly ignorant l)f what 
had pfissed in his own office, ‘Before he 
(sir Samuel) had ventured to state in para 
liaipcnt a fact so incredible, as ^that aftpr 
fifty years rcsidenpe, in a case of properly 
to a great amount, a certificate for natu¬ 
ralisation had been positively refused, he 
had made the stricy^st inquiry of the soli¬ 
citor and others, who assured him, that 
Mr^ Beckett, the under secretary, had 
repeatedly'said that no certificate would 
or could be granted. With respect to the 
manner in whicfi gentlemen attempted to 
support this measure, it was certainly most 
, curious ^o hear now words borrewed from 
the French quoted, particularly that 
of surveSianefi* as an inducement for the 
House pass the bill; but the main 
point to bo considered* was, that it was a 
measure introduced to parKament by the 
secretary' of state for foreign aCiirs, there¬ 
by proving that Jt was and cAild be con- 
sidereckas nothin*g but a foreign measure. 
A most unwarrantable jfower was given to 
the noble lord tq whose care the properties 
and liberties of so many thousands were 
entrusted. In maqy instances, he hatf no 
hesitation in saying, the loss of life would 
be far more«acceptable to the alien than 
to be at a moment’s warning torn from 
bosom of his family, gnd his misery con¬ 
summated by the loss of his property, and 
thilr at the c^rice and whim of that noble 
personage.* Far better would it be at 
once to vest the powei^ of life and deSth of 
the alien in the hands of the minister, for 
tho) a little mojje deliberation^would be 
used, and their condemnation would 
net then rest upon «fa!se ^hd slanderous 
whispers. • • 

Mr. Addington Said, that what he had 
stated was upon tlie aiAbority of his noble 
, rd$tioti; anddie would leave the House to 
wibelber his noble relation was *8* 
pemo Mloely state what was not the ^ 
ftet. ? 


Mr. Wynn sufiported the clause. He 
considered that it would bd a most dis¬ 
graceful thing to this country, if an alien, 
who had peaceably remained in the king¬ 
dom for |ifty years, was suffered to be 
turned out at the whim of the secrclSry of 
state,.without trial and withqpt appeal. 

Lord Althorp said, that with & view to 
conciliate the objections of the noble lord, 
if possible, he had amended his clause, 
and substituted the first of January 1813, 
in lieu of the 1st of January 181U. 

Lprd Castlercagh said, he should feel 
an equah objedtion to the clause in its 
amended state. • 

The House then divided: For the 
claus.e, 33; against it, 76. 

List of the Minority. 

Abercrombie, hou. J. Moore, I’eler 

Brougham, lienry , IMfwuort, sir .lohn 
Burdett, sir F. N ortli, Dudley 

Calcraft, John * Preston, R. 

Chaloner, Robert philips, George 

Dundas, hon. L. Ponsonby, rt. hn. G. 
Duncannon, vise. Power, Richard 

Forbes, Charles Rancliffe, lord 

Folkestone, vise. Ridley, sir M. W, 
Gordon, Robert Romilly, sir S. 

Grant, J, P. Sefton, earl of 

Hamilton, lord * Tpislock, ntarqum 

llonic^, Fra«cis Tierney, rt. hon. G, 

Jones, ••Tohn Waldegrave, hn. W. 

Kiihx, Thos. Wynn, C. W. 

Lambton, J.jG. t£i,i.kus 

Mackintosh, sir J, Althosp, vise. 

Milton, vise, ^Macdonald, J. 

Moncif, sir C. . \ i 

The^oriher proceeding upon the third 
reading of the bill Was then adjourned till 
Thursday. 

IIOU.8E OF LORDS. 

' Thursday, May 30. * 

! West India Slaves.] Lord Gren^ 

! vtlle said, theif lordships would rA-ollect, 
t that he had some time ago moved for cer¬ 
tain papers* connected with the subjecj,/©f 
the Registry of Slaves in *th eW£ ^»fndia 
colpoies. These papers,•'Understood, 
would soon be laid on their lordships table. 
•Thff view with which he had moved for 
these papers wfts this; that their lordships 
might take them into their serious consi- 
deratioq, with reference to a most impor¬ 
tant measure which was then in contem¬ 
plation, namely, ^ bill to compel "Ihe re¬ 
gistry of slaves in the West Indies, where 
the state of sl|vcry> was still perryjtteil 
under the sanction of Btitiik law*to con- 
^ue* H0 didjiot if, pce||fltt mean to 
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discuss the propriety of such a measure; pletely,agreed; and he trustgd that the 
but as these papers were soon to be pro- wisdom and inclination, and—if diankind 
duced, he requested of their lordships to must always be supposed to act from these 
examine them with the utmost attention, sordid motives—even the interest of ilie 
with a view to a motion whichnt was his colonial legislatures would lead them to 
intentfon to submit to their consideration adopt such measures as would aiford full 
early in tjic next session. Their lordship? security against the occurrence ^ that 
would not imagine that he proposed to evil which appeared to be so much treaded, 
take the measure of a slave-registry bill Earl Bathurst said, it was the intention 
out of those hands in which it was so prd- of government to recommend inthe most 
perly placed; but he thought this was a earnest manner to the coIoiiianSgislaturcs 
matter which might* with great conve- the adoption of some mtasure or other 
nience, and according to^common usage cilculafed to answer the purposes of the 
be made the subject of a motion or reso- slave-registry* bill. Tlfey would judge 
lution ih their lordships House, without what measures might be most effectual; 
waiting for the slow progress of a bill; and but he himself certainly thougly:, that a 
therefore he wished now to give notice, •s/hve-registry act passed by the colonial 
that be should early in the next session legislatures* was the best mode for acco’m- 
submit some proposition on this head to plishing the object. If lire coloni^fl legis- 
their lordships. latures should choose 19 take up the matter. 

Lord Holland Said, that he had, on a he trusted it would he with a full deter- 
fcriner occasion, expressed his doubts as mination really to effectuate the purpose, 
to the necessity or expediency of such a instead of merely doing it in form, and 
measure as this slave-registry bill. He leaving it undone in substance and effei^t. 
understood that it was supported on two He conceived it would be even better fof 
grounds: first, to prevent the illicit im- the colonial legislatures stdrdily to refuse 
portation of slaves into the British West doing this at all, than to endeavour to 
India colonies; and secondly, to better the proceed in that hollow mode to which he 
conditimi of the slaves. , But he was con- had adverted. Hc«es desirous, however, 

» vinced that there was no such direct impor- Xhat the principle ;^on whictt llu&recom- 
tation into Jamaica, nor any of tlve British mendation was to be made to the.^wlonia^ 
West India ciRonies except Trinidad; ahd legislatures should not be misunderstood, 
even if there had been such illicit impor- The principle ypon which he had agreed 
tation, it would be infinitely be'tter that to offer this i^comniendation, was <D 0 t his 
the remedy should by applied by the legis- belief in the«existcnce of a present prac> 
latures of the colonics themselves; add he tice of illicit importation of slaves in{o the 
hoped that a recommendation \o» that islands. He was satisfied that there was 
effect would be sent from the government no systematic violation of the law in that 
here to the colonial legislatures. The respect, •though certainly rfuch a violation 
utmost reluctance ought to b*e felt to legis- might have taken place in some few in- 
Jate here in matters which concerned the stances. The principle w^s not to correct 
internal vcgulations of the colonies; and an existing evil, but to prevent„thc occur- 
such a mode dP^roteeding would have the ^ence of an evil, which, without some 
strongest tendency to defeat the very ob- such regulation, would probably arise, 
ject in ^iew. If he thought that there? Though in time of wftr the law as it stood 
really was an illicit importatioi* of slaves might be sufficient to check such prae- 
intb^lm British .West India islands, and tices, yet in time of peace he*wM»apprc- 
tbat'ancT horrible traffic was hensi'w that the existing law iSight qoi 
continued thereT*wnd if he were c<itjvmccd be sufficient. He. did not deny the riglit 
that there was a determination in the co- of the British parliament to bind the co¬ 
lonial legislatures never to ^ave recourse Monies by sudb a law; but id would be very 
to the measures which might^be necessary indiscreet to a»t upon that righti unless 
to put an end to it, then he would ccr- in cases wi}«re the object «comd not be 
tainlj?vote for a slave-registry bill brought accomplished by any othar method, 
into parliament here, and even for stronger Lord GrenviUe said, he was most happy 
measures, if that should not be found to hear tfiat it was (he intention of go- 
sufficient. The only difference between vernment to recommaid this iiatter to 
him and^is noble frlehd, therefore, rested the* attention^of l^e colonial legiriatures^, 
on qnestibns tithg and prudence. In Mnd he trus^ Inat they would, hi def 
the tundamebtalpl'ipciple they were cbm-v ’foence to that reeommendsrion, take tin 



w 


911] HOUSE OF LORDS, 

• 

Subject into their most serious considera¬ 
tion. 'Notwithstanding tl^je undoubted 
riglu of the British legislature to legislate 
in this matter, he agreed that it was most 
desirable in every point of view, that the 
object should be accomplished by the co- 
loniaUegislattires. With respect to those 
who 1^ the accomplishment of this ob¬ 
ject most deeply at heart, he could an¬ 
swer for them, that instead of wishing to 
cost imfnn^tions upon any class men, 
or to excite auj^ildng like clamour, it was 
their most, earnest desire to consult 
interests of all, trod to consider pven the 
prejudices of those who opposed them 
with all possible indulgence, as far as all 
this couid be done in consistency witlt, 
tlib accomplishment of the grand o^y^ct 
whichthey had ‘in view. Neither on,tbis 
nor on any other occasion had he stated 
the measure of the slave-registry bill as 
one intended to^correct an evil already 
existing. He did not knoV, with any 
degree of certainty, how the facts really 
stood with respect to the past; but be well 
Jrnew that it was the duty of a wise and 
just legislature to prevent tlie occurrence 
of evil if possible, as well as to restrain 
or abblish it wherx^^^it bad hrisen; and 
when sltould co^ to the discussioQ 
of tht^subject, he hoped to be able to 
*convincc their lordships, that in a period 
of peace, unless some such measure as the 
slave-r/gistry bill were aefopted, it would 
be impossible to prevent t^ prevalenpe 
of thU illegal •practice, not in a few in¬ 
stances, as bis noble, friend bad stated, 
but to an enormous and horrible extent, 
while at the %ame time discovery might 
be rebdered so difficult that it mig];it be 
perhaps impossible to prove the violation 
of the law even in a few instances. Ad¬ 
mitting that, in point of expediency, the 
British legislature ought only to interfere 
in these internal reflations where an ex- 
t(>^me case should he pointed out, still it 
M^as Qtting that the British parliament 
should hive the means of forming an ac¬ 
curate judgment as to whether sUlcU an 
extreme case did or did not exist. No¬ 
thing could be better calcphRed for thi^ 
purpose than the slavc^gistry law, as 
this would bring regularly b^ore the Bri- i 
^ parliament the actual state and condi- 
; tion of the slave poptjilation. 

. - l$hrl Sianhope was glad tiiat this notice 
faafA 1^1^ given, and that Uie siibject wps 
to be aisenssed in theRrituh.legiskAre. 

a colonial , reflation at alL, 
!]%e object was to prevent the commiBsipQ- 
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of acts of piracy af inst the subjects of a 
foreign power. He admittid, however, 
that the prejudices of the colonists ought 
to be consulted, as far as it could be done 
consistently with the great purpose; but 
ao excellent argument might be Ijipliod 
*to their pockets, and unlefs the colonial 
assemblies paid the proper attention to 
this recommendation, the British legisla¬ 
ture ought to tax them sojisto make them 
bitterly repent it. 

Lortl Holland said, that the noble earl 
had his wish, for they were alreoily heavily 
taxed. * * 

« 

Silver Coinage.] The Prince Re¬ 
gent’s Message liavinc been referred to a 
committee of the whole House, 

The Earl of Liverpool rose. He said, 
that although the Address which he should 
propose, in answer to tiie Prince Regent’s 
message, would pledge the House to no¬ 
thing more than to concur in the best and 
must effectual measures fur remedying 
the defects of the silver coin, yet as these 
measures were p^tiy to be brought before 
pai<liament for its approbation, U might 
not be improper to state the general out¬ 
line of the meajiures which gt^ernment 
had in contemplation on this important, 
subject., ^This was certainly a question 
iqion which the Crown, by its prerogative, 
bad a peculiar right to decide, but some 
of the sfeps necessary for tli6'accomplish¬ 
ment of the infijndt’d object could not be 
takeM without the afd of parliament; and 
at awy'irate, where the matter was of so 
much importance, and so directly and im¬ 
mediately connected with the interests cf 
all classes of*the community, no ministry 
would be disposed to give advice to the 
Crown as to the proper mode oLproceml- 
i^g, without submittinf; th?l advice to the 
consideration of parliament. As to the 
r general subject, it bad occupied the at¬ 
tention qf many persons for several years; 
and a near, deaf, and jamented ration 
of his had made it fiie chicfjliidif'of, the 
litter ^ears of his lilfp.'‘'“'Tie had com¬ 
mitted his thoughts on the subject to 
pdper; in a letter to his sovereign; and, 
by the order*of his sovereign, that letter 
had been phblished. His deceased rela¬ 
tion Ixad been, from a variety of circum¬ 
stances, peculiarly well qualified for the 
discussion of the subject—from his ge¬ 
neral ti;nowledgc, from particular applica¬ 
tion to this supjcct; and from havi^ had 
the charge of the gold cohmge vAiiw took 
in 1773-4. T^e WQtk wa# before 
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the public. But it was it) vain to imagine for the purposes of change. Having laid 
that the wor^ in question had done every down that as the principle upon which he , 
thing. It bad, however, thrown much proceeded, Ms opinion was, that the mea- * 
light on tlie subject, and the principles sure of the value of property ought to be 
there laid down, had, he believed. Been as pCrfect as possible. But no inconve- 
¥®ry -generally approved. A*variety of nience had been felt from the state of the 
circumstance had occurred to keep ili^ gold coin as it was last fixed, till the 
atteotior^ aliy<? to the subject, since the period of that expenditure whicli^rned 
publication of that letter, and the report the course of exchange so re’jfarkably 
of the bullion committee of the Hdu.se of against us. It was not desirable to make 
Commons had furnislicd a great deal any alteration in the state 
most valuable information in the appendix. witliMit an adequate object r« was in- 
Tbis he was most willing to acknowledge, titled, therefore, to lea\*e the gold coin 
though he could not agre^wifh 4hat com- \a the.samc state as at pfesent^ and he was 
mittee in tlie main point of their report, happy that Ihey had now arrived at a 
The time for the measures there recom- period when tlicy could again allow gold 
mended was ifot then come; but now, t^o operate as the measure of vaj^ue on the' 
when the period of peace had arrived, old principle. With respect to silver,_he 
and when the exchanges had become fa- cdmidercu that it stood on the same pfin- 
vourable, and tvere likely to continue so, cipJe as copper; for not being irf its na- 
it was proper at jhe earliest possible op- ture the standard os measure of value, 
portunity to recur to that system which 'they had only to take care that there was 
was attended with the greatest practical enough of jf for the purposes of change, 
convenience. It was impossible to state and that it should not be liable to be 
one’s views as to the silver coinage witli- melted down. The expense of the maflu- 
out saying something respecting the gold facture, therefore, might be taken out of 
coin. He laid down this, then, as^ the the coinage, and a scigndrage to .support 
principal or foundation of the measures ill the establishment. In 177^ silver was^ 
contemplation as to the silver coinage, considerccL as the standard or measure of ^ 
ihat gold was, in pflint of feet, the value, and the prin>fiplc at that time was, 
standard or measure of the value ^ pro- ' that the pound oi^ilver slMultUve coined 
perty in thij country. The pj'ogress, of into 62 shillings. First, then, had 
this country in agriculture, commerce, now to consider whilt was the uctnai price 
manufactures, and riches, had made gold, of silver at present; 2nd, what it was 
in fact, tlie measure of value in this coun- likely to be«; 8d, at what price they were 
try in a way more powerful and e%ctual to take it h# the new coinage. The prico 
than any declaration. ‘ This, Jiowever, was at present Ss. 1 irf.*per ounc^:. At 
was the case not merely m fact, but in law, the rale of 62 shiHings for the pound, the 
for the act by which silver was made a price would be 5s. 2(1.; so that silver was 
legal tender only for 51. jvas in effect a dt present below the tnint price, and 
declaration that gold was the measure, might be coined even on the old principle. 

In a poor country gold could not be the It was not till the market price of silver, 
measure of 4 ^uej but it was very desira- was so far above the mint price os to af- 
ble that it should oe so made in any cdtm. > fu|d a profit for converting it into bullion, 
try wlierc that could possibly be done, fhat it would be melted down, or was 
That metal which was least liable to flue- worth the operation. Such an inducc- 
tuation in its value was. the nfost proper ment would be taken away by fixing upon 
for^Ht ^g purposc; and this was the case the coin a small seignorage, ot raising the 
with gote>«BjMhe natural order of things value of the coin above butlion. ,He 
in this countr^and by the lawi*goId had thought that 5s. 6d. or 5s. i}d. would 
become the measure of value, and itawas, afford as^ficient security against melting, 
in itself the best adapted to this purpose. The question would her^ arise—were we 
This, then, he laid down as the basis of justified by th& expedience of any conside- 
thejneasure which was now proposed to rable portien of time in considering this ns 
be carried into effect. The other metals a rate thaf would preserve our silver in cir- 
would of course be subordinate to gold, culation? and he had no hesitation in saying 
and be used as valuable counters for we were* Upon an average^f the fluctua- 
change; and as gold was the moA proper tjpns in tlie price' of silver siive*1773, it * 
metlf Sor beisg the standard or measure had borne the value of 5*. 4rf. an ounce. It 
of value, 80 silver Was tlie best calculated < was at pres^, at 5s. U., being a halfpenhy 
(VOL. XXXIV.) » 1 (3 NY ' . 
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bebw tifle mint price. Ho therefore 

* thought (that'a rise to 5s. 9^. wodld af¬ 
ford a sufficient security to all the coin 
that might be thrown into circulation, and 
would admit of fluctuation within consi¬ 
derably extensive limits. There was some 
dffiicu|W in fixing a medium for the price 
of silveV^ and it was a matter of consi¬ 
derable importance to discover the true one. 
If the mint price should be fixed too high 
when compered with that of gold, induce¬ 
ments would be held out to export the gold, 
and thus to leave the country without i^ 
standard coin; while, on tbct other'hand, 
if the quantity of silver in the Ipga*! deno¬ 
minations should be too great, a tempta¬ 
tion almost irresistible would be produced 
to melt it,down. If the shillingcirculatad 
in coin fi)r much more than it was woVth 
in bullion, the gold would not circulate 
along with it, but would be driven abroad,, 
dr melted down. This was a result, how¬ 
ever, which he thought would* not occur, 
if the rate he had mentioned were adopted; 
but if there was any reason to dread it, the 
House should oonsider its consequences. 
There would be nothing else but a little 
temporary inconvenience, which might be 

* easily seen at its firstl^proach,'and as ea¬ 
sily remedied,* ITie^lifference between 
62 shilljj^g for the pound weight of silver, 
which the mint puce, or the present 
proportion that it bore to gold, and 6S or 
70 shillings, which it wouRl be fixed at, 
would pay the expenses of a ^coinage.— 
He had now gone over what ne' intendeef 
to say tvith regard to the preliminary part 
of the question. He did not feel it neces¬ 
sary to enter into speculations concerning 

} the probable charges that might afterwards 
take place in the relative value of the two 
precious metals from a disproportioned in¬ 
crease of thd quantity of eil her. He would 
not consider the probability of discoverllig * 
new silver mines, and«tbe consequent ex- 
ceu of that metal over gold that would 
ensue, though it was likely rather to fall 
than increase in value. We could not le¬ 
gislate for such contingencies: but Svery 
thing that he saw at present confirmed him 
ht the justice o&liis previous atatements, 
and the propriety of making them the ba- 
^ of arithgements f6r the coinage of the 
ile tame now to thSsuiscussion 
fif what was the most ipaportant part of the 

S V measure, he meant the arrange-* 
b^opef*to be adopted in Vecallme 
dtiolBtied silver coin, and subsfitift- 
rtisw.- ' .‘Tli'ere were latlily in circu* 
htUoir la baak tokens. 
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which might remain in circulation till a 
substitute was provided in tne new coin. 
The quantity of standard silver in these 
was much less than the proposed new coi¬ 
nage. They Circulated at 6s. Sd. or 9<f. 
announce, whereas an ounce of silver irr 
fae new coinage would be^ iKani|factured 
only into 5s. 9d. The deteriorated ctin, 
consisting of sixpences and shillings, should 
bi' called in as soon as a substitute in new 
money was provided. He could not state 
what was the amounlfof such silver in cir¬ 
culation, but if ^t was hot called in when 
the necessity for it ceased, the new coin¬ 
age would immedia‘l;ely disappear. Base 
and good coin could not circulate together; 
for if government allowed them to co-exist, 
irresistible temptations would be held out 
to melt the full weight coin, and convert 
the metal into a denomination of equal 
value in currency, but of less real value. 
The only plan that could therefore be 
safely adopted was, to make the calling in of 
the base money and tlie issue ofthe substitute 
simultaneous, and to issue such a quantity 
of coin at first as would be sufficient 
for public convenience. He thought 
2,500,000/. of new coinage would be suffi¬ 
cient to supply tbg place of tlie ihillings 
and sixpences called in or driven from cir- 
culatiifn. ,^'rom the improved machinery 
of our niipt, this quantity, grlat as it ap¬ 
peared, mij^it be prepared in the course 
of six or seven rr^ontlis. In t’fie time of 
king William, before^ the improvements 
were known that, we now possessed, the 
new cwnSige was not finished in less than 
four years. However short the time be¬ 
tween the calling in of the old and the is¬ 
suing of the new coin, and whatever ar¬ 
rangements were adopted with regard to 
the indemnity to be granted to thwholders 
of |he former at the tinia of'che change, 
some public inponvenience would be felt, 
wid some necessary expenses irfburred. 
It was, hoover, to be considered that these 
inconveniences would rather increasetjlAn 
diminish by delay, aad*'that ifj{£^>dmtv!)t 
wish to gp on for ever w/tfiour deterio* 
rated currency, the present was the most 
■propitious season for reforming it. With 
regard to indelnnity, he fell disposed to 
propose, and tfe was sure the House Would 
feel disposed to adopt, the most libe^t!) 
principles. Their lordships were awaii^ 
that when a nevf coinage was is^ued[ 
other countries and the (^currency etdted 
in, the government received the detpiiO^ 
rated money from the holfets of it b^ 

by a4 tbal ^e pubf 



i)17] SUver Ctunage^ § 

Jic incurred ;the loss that accrued from the 
wearing or flipping of it when in circula¬ 
tion* it became the government and le¬ 
gislature of this country to be more liberal. 
He proposed, therefore, that all the silver 
•whicd could .be considered as legal tehiier« 
by haying tl)p proper marks, should be rdt 
ceired .a!t its dU.rrent value when called in. 
Mere counterfeits sould not be received 
for more than,their vidue as determined 
by weight and fineness, as it would be im¬ 
politic and unjust loJiurtlicn the country 
with an expendittee, to repay losses.that 
were the consequence o^ the Imavery or 
simplicity of individuals. He would re¬ 
commend, that the distinction between 
what was at present legal tender, and what 
was mere counterfeit, should be strictly ob¬ 
served. The difficulty of deciding be¬ 
tween them would not be found so great 
in practice as at first sight it might ap¬ 
pear. In most cases the point might be.' 
easily settled, and if any reasonable doubt 
should occur, the public should have the 
benefit of the decision of it. He would 
not detaiu their lordships with detailing 
the advantages of a new coinage to trade 
and commerce, nor did he think it neccs- 
<^ry to^prove that the present was as fit a 
season for accomplishing that object as 
any that could be expected to Accuf. The 
inconvenicn je of the present system would 
increase by delay. Though he did not 
think thatlbe silver coinage ofthc country 
was much more connected with the bank 
restriction than the’eopper, yet heovould 
make a few observations on tha object. 
He sincerely hoped tftat by the end of 
two years the Bank would return to cash 
payments, and he was of opinion that tlie 
measure^ of issuing a good and sufficient 
silver cqjnage would not only operate as a 
step to anmUorate the whole system of 
our circulation, but would accelerate* or 
facilitate such an event. * fhe present, 
therefore, as a measure in aid ^f what all 
desired, could not but‘be acceptable. If 
it,tf aciopfedjM:he resumption of cash 
payments wdQk^be more difficult As it 
was the duty of the House to exert itself 
to restore the ancient state of our ciroula-* 
tioD, and, as we could reveA to it only gra¬ 
dually, the reformation of oiur silver coin- 
age^eemed a necessary step. there- 
fiue, concluded by moving, “ that an humble 
addreu be presented to the Prince Regent, 
thankipg him for Itis gracipus Message, 
and paring Mntpfthe d^jlre of tHe House 
to condor ip,siii Qbj|eets.’* 

concaivediilhat 
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as he dissented from the doctrines main¬ 
tained* by the nqble earl, be* was bound, 
in the cxerdise of his parliamentary duty* 
to place the grounds of his dissent jon 
the journals of. the House, fhe book 
of the noble earl’s father, from whi<di 
he borrowed the doctrines he liad jiut de¬ 
livered, contained many sound j^inions, 
and possessed great merit; but ne could 
not accede to its fundamental principle; 
that ^old was the best standaiv^petal for 
the coin of the kingdom. ’He con- 
wrred with him, that it was better to have 
a standard of gold or of silvef, than to in¬ 
vest bcAh metals with that character. This 
principle ^ould have been carried a littlp 
ferther, and have prevented tilver from 
bpiug a legal tender for sums of as 4 
no^ was, if gold was to ,be considered af 
th& standard. If, on the other hand, gold 
was not the standard* it should be allowed 
to find its level in thp market, like any 
other species of commodity; If silver was 
made the standard, the change would, be 
attended with this advantage that it would 
render our currency less jjnble to fluctua¬ 
tion in value; if not made the standard,and 
yet rendered the legal tender for small 
sums, it it«s liable''t'3r bedeterioratod to an • 
amazing extent ^•'^ould seen in the 
present debased state of our ^Silver cur¬ 
rency. The sixpences how in cfi^ulation 
were not worth in value more than 
and the shilli/tg had not generally in ip 
more silver ^han what was equivalent te 
Bd. or 9d, ^Silver was ci];pulated as a mat* 
ter of convenience, without any regard to 
its goodness or weight. The smaller pieces 
of gold were regarded in ^be same light« 
and might in the course of time becomp 
eqdally deteriorated. If he had fifteen 
shillings in his pocket, he never considered 
their intrinsic value, or .jche 'weight fmd 
'firiCness of the metal they contained; bitt 
fiewed them merely in the light of thpip 
exchangeable value, and as convenient fopr 
procuring what he wanted* ,He did'*thjO 
same with small gold peicep. (t t^ould bp 
proper, therefore, to adopt a metal, which 
from its greater divisibility compatppd wUh 
its exchangeable value, yrould be found 
more conducive to the pqrposos of convey 
nience. On this account he yfouldgivp 
the preferghce to silver tfver gold as the 
standard of payments. *4>dvBrt.ing to the 
work of the mte lord Liverpool, the poble 
earl declared that he felt as.h^h a rewet^ ^ 
Terit^gS anj of^their lor^h}|n:*ana he 

was mopinnm . Its noble author, ,af^ 
spending pari of bit b& 
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public service, tould not have devoted the 
leisure oif age to a more worthy erfd than 
pointing out to his sovereign the principle 
pn which he could improve the coin of 
his kingdoip; but when he came to exa¬ 
mine its fundamental doctrine, that gold 
was the proper standard of payments in a 
rich staSi, and silver in a poor, he could 
not but make an abatement in liisapproba- 
tkin. H e .co uld not conceive the reason 
on whichTuch a principle was fouvidcd, 
and saw nnlhingln the extended opulence 
of the richer country, even supposing odb* 
own possessed ol* double itS pre^nt re¬ 
sources, tliat might not be measured and 
exchanged by a reference to silver money. 
Gold had^ately entirely disappeared; n6 
ref6rcnce.was made to it in oiftr excli^w.-^ 
ges; bsfnk-notes dbmposed our circulotipn, 
and yet wc felt no w/int of better metal al 
a standard. A bill of exchange could be< 
as easily measured in silver as in gold. 
The converse of this proposition appeared 
to him almost incomprehensible. He did 
not rise, however, to discuss speculative 
principles of pftlitical economy with the 
noble earl, or to controvert the speculative 
opinions of his fatherl* v/ark; his intention 
in rising was to state Ws objectnms to the 
measure? propRsed by ree noble earl, from, 
a view igl^tlie time and circumstances un¬ 
der which they w'cre brought forward. 
The expense attending a reformation of 
the coityige, taking the old tale, would 
be great and intolerable in th^ present sif 
tuatio^ of the cmmtry. That expense was 
calculated by the chancellor of the exchcr 
quer at half a million of money. I3ut this 
was not the mrfst cogent of his objections. 
He would ask the noble lord what wa^the 
proportion of the present deteriorated cur¬ 
rency that jcopld be ascertained to have 
issued from the mint ? He would wish to, 
know what proportion of the sixpen*c^* 
and shillings had the* legal stamp ? The 
nnklc earl expressed his conviction that 
the detprmiftation of this point was a mat¬ 
ter of Uttl^difliculty, and would be atten¬ 
ded with few or no mistakes. The diffi¬ 
culty, on the contrary, appeared to him 
'(lord Lauderdale) often great^nd would 
SomOtimes be insurmountaWe^ Jn proof of 
this, he might mention, that'bg a tHaltliat 
took place at Yorjc for buying <^010688 at 
tftore than^ 21i-. of the legal coin of the 
^ingd^. It l^ecame a question the shil- 
lirigs jP|j<|L *0 exchange for the gold were 
legal'tmdOT, and one of the officers of fhe; 
mio^s^o'ivas lent down to deteiVnine the, 
Foifkt/ ^iAuelf tncompetetit to thej* 


Silver Coinage. [920 

• 

task, and could not swear whether the 
shillings presented had issued iVom the 
mint or not. This showed that the matter 
wasciot sc plain and easy as the noble earl - 
seemed to tfiink. Did the noble ea^ sup¬ 
pose, that one in thirty, or one in twenty,* 
Should be properly authentiepted ?, If only 
one in twenty could be proved to be legal 
coin, <hen whatever'government recom- 
nlended as indemnity wou^d be far from 
covering the losses of the public. If the pub- 
lic.lost much, indivicfdifis would lose more. 
If the caljingin^f on^e'ih twenty stood the 
nation an expense gf500,()00^., the public, 
who lost the other nineteen, would incur a 
loss of 9,500,000^. Was. not this enor¬ 
mous loss too much to add to the present 
burthens of the countr}' ? In this opinion 
he would be joined by the suffering com- 
muiSty, while the noble lord was only sup¬ 
ported by a speculative Opinion of govern¬ 
ment. Another important question that 
suggested itself here was, after the nation 
had been put to the expense of paying for 
this new coinage of 66 shillings the Ib., 
how much of it, and how long would it re- 
maid in circulation ? It was well known 
that there was a great fluctuation in the 
value of silver. As the bank rectriclion 
was cpnhimed, and the directors had an 
unlimned^owor to increase their issues, 
thd papen circulation might b^ depreciated 
as formerly, the value of the precious me¬ 
tals might rise in/;onsequence, and it might 
soon become a very profitable concern to 
melt tlown the two millions and a half pro- 
posed*t(r be coined by the noble lord. 
Every one knew that the bank tokens had 
been repeatedly melted down, and as re¬ 
peatedly reduced • in quantity to prevent 
such a fate. He could now produce, as 
he had formerly produced to^. tlieir lord¬ 
ships, specimens of fou^^or'^Ve successive 
token coinages by the bank, all succes¬ 
sively lighter than the former, and^all ren¬ 
dered heocssary b;^ the danger of the wel¬ 
ting pot. Might it not pe dreade^that 
in six months, such a ?ffianggj«>MW^c*ur 
in the v(riae of silver as wuld offer irresis- 
tiile temptations to destroy the new coin- 
F agI? !fuwe|e allowed, he could bring 
persons to the bar oftlie House with bet¬ 
ter means of mrroing an opinion, and as 
capable of doing so as those with whom 
thu measure originated, to prove that such 
a fluctuation was by no means improbable. 
The issues of the bank would increase 
our currency ( as the agricultural ai^d ma- 
ii^oturing interest igicovdl^, tneircre- 
^'‘«ugmjKiited<*>tb'eir:,c^^ wotfld be 
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thrown into asttrteoflujUvity—thoy would Assuring hU royal highness that this 
join their isJues to - those of the bank of House ?bas-ta^n into its mosr3erieuscon> t 
England^-improvement in trade and com* sideration his royal highness’s message on 
fiterce would follow, and the paper wmild the subject of the new silver coinage; and 
again be s o abundant, as to the cause ae* that they feel it their duty respectfully to 
preciatlou and to drive the coin out of c^ry state to his royal highness, that'the sup. 
culation. we had two kinds of pressionofthe silver coin now in circulation 

copper ^ dimtfent values, this principle must be attended with great cxp^;:^e, and 
was exemplifiecy in the disappearance of ^cannot be effected without serious incon* 
the best. Twa coins of unequal valile venience, and infinite loss to the lower 
could not circulate together, nor could ordei;|S of the community; and’^at it ap. 
two different speefck^f money, one pager pears to them in the highest degree un- 
and the other gol^lvetdij^ the market in certain whether the Oountry will derive 
the same circumstaimes. PapdV by the any benefit firom the measure—for they 
continuance of the bank restriction, must must entertain the greatest doubts con- 
again drive out. of currency the precious ceming the new coin remaining for any 
metals. Recurring to.the points of the length of time in circulation, Ander the 
proposed measure connected with vieiys of p$^ent circumstances of this country,* ia 
justice to the public, he would say, that if illation to its currency. • • 

we were to have a new coinage and to call | That this House learns, from the 
in the old, tite indemnity to the holder of authority of the legisl&ture in the preamble 
the latter should be extended further tliaa| to the act of the 'Mih of George 2nd, 
the limits proposed hy the goverDment.\chapter 5Sth, that an act made in the 6th 
The House had sat during the whole of ^ar of her late majesty queen Anne, for 
the present reign perfectly aware that the ascertaining the rate of foreign coin in her 
depreciation was going forward; they had majesty’s American plantations had been 
by their silence sanctioned the stath of entirely frustrated by the creation of great 
things that brought the coinage to its pre. quantlthe of pa{)g 2 |bills; and that they 
sent coidition; and it Mtould be the gros- feel it, tliCTefore, a ^uty, hytnbly te repre* ’ 
sest injustice now to turn round to the sent to his royal hjgimess, tj)|at it is impos* 
public, to the shopkeeper and Il(ad4sman, slble for them not to fear that ah^egula. 
and to say—^ou received tliose pieces 'for tion his royal highnpss may be a^ised to 
full value, but you must sell t[)em at a dis* adopt concerning a new silver coinage for 
count, and can have no compensation for this country, fiiay, in like manner^ be ren* 
your losses. He ^bought a committee dcred of avail, whilst the bank of Eng* 
^should be appointed to take into coiteider- land, as well as 642 other banking esta- 
Stlou the claims of the j)ublic, anifrtke best blishments, have a right to increase the 
mode of granting indemnity. Although paper currency of the country to any ex¬ 
ile felt for the distresses of the country tgnt which their respective interests may 
under the burthen of taxation, he would render desirable, 
be more just or more liberal in this case* That this House think it further ne- 
than thtwi^le carl. The noble lord had cessary humbly to express to his royal 
said that Ii^viiiuli allow bank tokens^ to highness their extreme surprise, that this 
remain in circulation alongiwitb the new ' mSasure should have been suggested by 
coin,tiA a sufficient quantity of it could he tiis royal highncss’s«dviserB, at a mom^ . 
provided for all exigencies. Ha*} the noble when they must be conscious that, byjjer* 
earl forgtten his own principles i Had he suading parliament to provide great part 
fivgotten th^t an dhnee of silver was coin- of the Ways and Means for the expendi- 
ed irto 6s. bank token turrency, ture'of the year, by advance from*the 

while in his new coinage the ounce would bank of England, they have furnished an 
only produce 5.(. 9if.; and did he supj^iose* opportunity and an inducement to that 
that coins of such different value could corporation tcyncrease their paper to such 
circulate together i On these grounds he an extent as must, *in concurrence with 
wotdd implore the noble lord to consider that of oltiers, in all jpi^babUity banish 
how impossible it was for the new coin to from circulation the new coin, which 
xmain in circulation, and the inconve- they are advising nis royal highness tb 
nlence that would attend its issive in the .issue, * ^ ^ • 

presipj circumstaoccs. He felt it his duty *** T^t under'these circumsfances, this 
to propose M folliqpring amendment, after. House reft It,^ a . duty they owe to then- 
word the erigtiiil4ddr«sli: selves, to Uie pubuc, ond to his yoyil 
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highness, ..humbly to implore lus royal 
highness to'^ostpone all thoughts,'of pro> 
vioinga .new and extensive Wue df silver 
coin, for the purpose of reconsidering a 
tnensure of so much importance,- and of 
maturely deliberating whether, at mo¬ 
ment of such financial distress, it is justi^ 
fiable^p impose such a burthen on his 

n Ie,^more especially as it must by all, 
iemed at least uncertain whether it 
can be attended with any benefit to the 
community, ift..carried into execution 
during the continuance of the restriction 
on cash payment&at the ban^ of England/' 
The Earl of Liverpool rose, he £aid, not 
to re-arguc the question, but 'to speak to 
a mattervof fact. The cost of the nerv 
silver coinage was estimated at,.500,0(X^.; 
but the noble lord had thought propdr to 
estimate it at 9,500,000/. Now he cduol 
not imagine upon what ground the nobieil 


, . , , to tile protection of the lawp 

they lived under, or the assi(,tance of llm 
state; the whole system of both being a 
continued efibrt, during the greater part 
of the la^i., century, to deprive the people 
of all instruction, whether by the mil of ta- 
Uigion or by scliools. It wa^herefore, not 
to be questioned, that h^Iit no\ beea for 
the meritorious coimIucI; of the Catholic 
clergy, in defiance of ^1 suffering and 
dangers, the Irish people must have been 
at mis day Uie roorti,'Ignorant and most 
uAtyviiizcd people o^f-Le world. He said, 
he knew* that many/were inclined to con¬ 
ceive that this iv^s their real character, 
but such an opinion was wholly void of 
foundation. Every one at all acquainted 
wit|i Ireland iu,ust admit, tliat the people 
possess a moral principle, which leads 
them to practise all the domestic and 
social duties in the meet exemplary man- 
lord rested an estimate so incompatible\ ner. It was no doubt true, that many and 


with the actual amount of oiir silver cur¬ 
rency. For the whole of the silver coina^ 
of king William was about six railliojis, 
and with the exception of a small quantity 
in the reign of queen Anne, there had 
since notoriously been j)o silvef-cbinage 
whatever. , 

The Earl q^ Laudh^ifile observed, that 
his estmate rested upon that of the chan-‘ 
cellor m the exchequer, who appeared 
to calculate that only one out of twenty 
sbillmgsin circulation wasndt of the coinage 
of the mint, whereas he (Idrd L.) took 
the more probable calculation* that 19 oul; 
of 20Vere of that description. 

The amendment was‘negatived, and the 
original address agreed to without a divi¬ 
sion. 

• 

HOU,SE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, May SO. • . 

Petition of th& Ibish Roman Ca* 
THOLic Bishops and Clergy.] Sir 
llmry Pax%eU rose to present a Petition 
from th*e yshops and clergy professing the 
Romm Catholic Religion in Ireland; he 
said it was signed by 23 prelates, and 
1,052 priests. JTbe Catholic bishops and 
clergy of Ireland, he preceded to state, 
had been at all time# most conspicuous for 
the faithful ditcharge of thefli duties, as 
tochers of the Christian Religion. What- 
tbnre .was of moral princmle existing 
^ ChthoHc people or Ifelaitd, it 
wil wHbUy to be attributed to the »n* 
abs^d of thpir clergy; fcf no people 
ever Mfit any good, qualify they' 


very outrageous acts and crimes occa¬ 
sionally disgraced some parts of the coun-. 
try; but if these were traced to their 
true causes, they would almost always be 
foued to be instigated by religious animo¬ 
sities, emanating from political disabilities. 
Those who had fhe tpost studio^ the na* 
tore of fthe crimes that come before the 
tribu^Is^f justice, are of opinion, that 
they are for the most part nearly altoge¬ 
ther those crimes which are called mala 
■prohibitai hnd not mala in se.' This dis¬ 
tinction is found^o prevail very generally, 
and &illy proves bow'universally the prin- 
ciple%(M religion and virtue exist, aiwi 
how BuccessfiH thh efforts of the clergy- 
must have been in the discharge of thur 
sacred duties.. The Catholic clergy were 
not less distinguished for their zeal in 
teaching submission to the ^aw^ and the 
ruling powers. Notwbhstaa&lng all the 
bishops were appointed by James 2nd and 
liis son the pretender, till a late period of 
the last cqptury, it is upon record, upon 
the best authority; that among the pre¬ 
tender’s papers, wbiclr Wbre seized ^er 
the bati^ of Culloden, nprffSce was to be 
fi^od 01 any c.onnexion between him and 
thwlrish Catholic bishops or clergy, 'nip 
noble lord (the secretary for foreign af¬ 
fairs and therfehthoQ. member for Peterbo-. 
rough (Mr. ^liot), who were both ip the 
Irish government in 1798, have repeatedly 
borne testimq.ny? in this House^ of tte 
(^at mrvices the Catholic bishops rqn- 
Hered statpH by the influence o^their 
example and pastoral ,leMer>, ib tup- 
papimg .the jof PddiBr 
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all these circumstance*, sir HcniV hoped which Ae^Speaker had soma yeiW ago 
this mouse Vrould feel this memorious admittra (might v/ith safety be granted, 
body were deserving of its respect and He slimtd, therefore, give notice this 
consideration. Tlte petition Sttey evepiag,of a motion for this day se’nnight, 

had tlmught proper to place iir ^ie hai^ /or the House to resolve itself into a com* 
dbntained their unanimous opinion siy mittce to take the petitions into considera* 
thos^ eci^esiisi^cal arrangements, which t(bn; not with the view of succeeding ia 
some persons ^nsidered as necessary to cvrying any vote in that committee, for 
be connected m*h the'measure of Catholic^ admitting Catholics into seats in parlia* 
emancipation, x comprised a very abifc ment or the high offices of the state, 
argument, to sho^^that no alteration wda thou^i he should propose a vote to that 
necessary in the 'plie^Cbt mode of appoit)[‘ effect, but to obtain, iC^Ssible, a measure 
ing bishops. In aufuNaag this^opird(£, fc# givjng them complete relief from all 
in opposition to the agry general feeling other eivsting'disabilitiei^. 
that prevailed on this point, he said he General •Matthew felt great satisfaction 
hoped the House would not consider their in having that opportunity of saying a few 
conduct as in any way intending disre- i^rds to correct a statement that 
spect to its proceedings, or as conveying porlups unintentionally, appeared in some 
any intention to resist, in any improper of we morning papers, and thence been 
manner, any measure which the House ^ »pied into those of Ireland, in which a 
parliament might *think proper to adopt. |iifeclaration was attributed to him, far dif* 
They had only exercised a right which Verent indeed from that'which he had ex- 
bclongs to every class of subjects of these Jessed. It'was there stated (said the 
countries, that of submitting to parlia- cFlant general), that 1 had just comefroia 
roent their opinion on a great public ques- ar^nd, and informed the House, that 
tion, materially affecting their most ip**' thei\wcre five millions of‘Irishmen who 
poriant interests, it was to be obser^d, were es^tremely anxious to give every pos* 
that notwithstanding the very general sibie secih^y to " g»ww nB>^t; and also, 
sentiment which prevailed, of the neces- that I had gone to R«me, f^the purpose 
* sity of connecting ecclesiastical srrjinge* of holding a conference wlm the pope, 
ments with the measure of euia^i|Ation, with a view to accelerate.the' Vetox The 
no case had eVer yet been made out to fact however, was, that 1 disclaimed all 
prove that ^^hey were necessai^^r-no sort idea of giving securities, and, least of all, 
of injury to' the state ha^ been shown to of conceding^ the Veto. To the S^'^eto I 
^ have arisen, or to be,likely to arise, from object, on t«ro grounds: first, as a Pro- 
^elong established mode of appointing testant, because I would* not givQ the 
CMhoJic bishops. The advocates of^hose Crown such an incieased influence as an 
arrangements had yet to prove some de* interference in the nomination of Catholic 
feet in it, and, therefore, au objections to bishops must confer; and secondly, 1 ob- 
them, particularly those cothing from the ject to the Veto, as a sincere friend to the 
Catholic bishops, ought to be received Catholics, the great majority of whom am 
with the gvoajest attemion and indulgence, decidedly hostile to it. The Catholic bi- 
The hon. mimib'er fhen said, that this was ^o^s, at a ^nod held in Kilkenny, and 
' th^first opportunity he had bad of calling the result of whose deliberations is now 
the attention of the House to the petitions* embodied in the petitibn before the House; 
he had presented in the course of this assent to the principle of a domestic ■my 
month from the pathol’ics of Ireland, as rangement, calculated, in my n!ind,itb ap> . 
he had felt it be His duty to wait for the pease (jhe nicest scruples of the dStabllsb^d 
arrival of the pef^ion whicn he held in his church. In this opinion the pe.o^e of 
hand; and though the suldcct of them had Ireland will concur, because they wiH ever 
already been very much disejussed, and'^n follow their prelates. All, However, agree 
a great measure decided upoq, be still felt in edndemning the Ve^f), and in their sett- 
it due to the petitioners again to call upon timents I rcpilily agree. , 
the Hbuse to consider their claimst He Colonel Ttdrry doubted whether the 
was aware he could notjdo so with any House could receive tlie petition, inasmuch 
hb^es of obtaining^ in thi^sessibn, a legis> as it prof^^d to be persons who. 
lative meMure for^eneral relief fsoro all cidled themselves tbo bishops, ai^ ^be* 
the disalplities the Cbtbolics labour under; tilufar bwhora of Ireland. . , 

but there was*etiU luibcieDt time doHng Sir J. h^d thp same opi?", 

this fitlssion'to aoQ^&ditKs^sunbrbbjficbi moa w{th‘yie Kopigeirend, and bad it nbt 
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been alread^^xprcssed by him, he (sir J. for the mreventfoa of the subjects peti< 
' C. HipJJisle^ would have ^^orfs^d^red it tions. | 

his bounden duty to propose to thti^*chair, Sir JirCf Hippidey contended, that even 
whether there did not exist a legal.objec- in t|i'>'>p^nion of writers of the Catholic 
tion to the receiving of the petition.' lie, tfoCnmunir^, the act to which he alluded 
referred to the Irish act of the 21st and,, .f wjs not repealed by the statute 'ot*1793f 
22nd of the king, which prohibited a|;i Vhougb he admitted that its existence was 
Popislr^cclesiastics from assuming anV anomaly. The Engli^’fstaltfte irffact 
ecclesiastical title within the realm. I.^ie'^ did tq|lerate the episeoptu order. It was 
therefore did not conceive that the Hor.se, ^^|bt a question whether th^ were bishops, 
consistently with its duty, could rqfieive b^af bijliops of Ireland a^/d whether they 
the petition. •?^e had already proved w^re at liberty to usti,-4lj^ title of bishop in 
himself a ft;iend t>> Further concessions ^ Il^lflnd. ^ 

the Homan Catlfolics, andvconcyrred in Mr. Leslie /'osi^hought no objection 
the high character w'hich the hpn. baronet could exist to the petition, for the House 
who presented the petition gave to the should consider, not their titles as stated 
Catholic‘prelates and clergy. He had in the commencement of the petition, but 
known many of the Catholic prelates ^f how-they affixed their signatures. Now 
Irelandh—had cort-esponded with thenf ^ thri petitioners did not distinguish them* 
terms* of confidence, and was fully pe^ s-Jlves by any particular see, but merely 
suaded of the integnty of their civil prii^ by their Christian and surnames. Had it 
ciples; but while* the law to which he^ been otherwise, it would undoubtedly 
alluded remained unrepealed* on the stUv/' have been the bounden duty of the House 
ttfle book, it was imperative on thelloi^ to reject it. 

to enforce its execution. He spoke /Jfl-, Sir John Nicholl agreed in opinion with 
visedly on this^subject, for his opinioiyVas *he lion, gentleman who spoke last, and 
formed on that of several eminen^’ofes- adiked that the petitioners did not even 
sional men. style themselves bishops of Ireland, but. 

Sir V. Netpart v;as not a^little sur- “ bishops professing the Roman,Catholic 
prised tothe hon. baronet object to, religioifin Irelana.” 
the petition on the grounds of those [per- Tl#8 ^j^iiion was then read, and ordered 
sons having styled «themselves bishops, to lie oi^ the table. « 

while he himself so readily designated ^ 

them as prelates, and aclcnowledged his Fono^n Bank Notk.s.]]’ General 

having corresponded with th^ under that Thornton eo%Q, pursuant to notice, to move 
chara,fter. The^on. baronet had expresse'd for ‘tan account of fhe expense incurred 
a great veneration for ^he statute to which by tI|o«4i)ank of England, in prosecu^^ 
he had alluded, but was he aware that by persons for Forging Notes, or for uttering 
a clause of that very statute, he Jhad sub- or having in their possession forged notes, 
jeeted himself to a heavy penalty for ,cor- for the last four years, from tlie first Ja- 
responding with those interdicted bishops? nuar}' 1812, to the first January 181(5, 
That statutp, however, had been virtually distinguishing each yeac.” observed 
repealed by the statute of 1795, and the that, according to reUtrns to that 
title of bishop was no longer a crime i?i an tfouse, forged notes to the araouni^ of 
ecclesiastic of the Outholic religion. To ,100,000/. had been refused paj^eiU by 
thf opinion expressed by the hon. baronet the banL which must necessarily me a 
he wopld dppose the no less respectable great evil to the public, 
one of a prelate in the other House, to Mr. Thornton saidf Inf did rvot perejive 
wfiose sentiments he might refer as ^ mat- the ut^ty of the motiguF'a compliance 
ter of history. During the discussions in if^th which would necessarily be attended 
1793, bishop •Horsley, spealfing of thc^ wKh great trouble and delay, 
jtoman Catholic prelacy Ireland, said, Tlie motioh was then negatived. 

** My lords, tjiey sfre as mdeh bishops as * 

any of my reverend friends who now sit Prpperty Tax.] Mr. Brougham al- 
on this bench.” ' Tlje hon. baronet con- luded to the motion of which he had 
eluded by observing, that the House would given notice relative to the destruction of 
•not actin tnc spirit of conciliatfon, if they eli the returns made respecting^ the In- 
renfoa nie operation *of an v^bose come Tax. l^c understood that no objoc- 
was comessed to be ^doBtful, and tion would be made to the motiSn, and 
wmra at pre$ent could be eflectmd solel^ that the only mis^ to Uie mode 
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of culieclirlg the papers for tlic jurpose of j the advantages of extents over every other 
destroying Hiem. He therefore^-ished to j mode. The crown debt mjght be levied 
know what steps had been takenA or were ; riol ;, QM jfon *the goods of the ddbtor, but ' 
intended to be taken for this p ^j^sc. j on thy^attlo of others 6n his lands. Ho 
The Chancellur of the -ua^itai&cd the hardships that njight occur 

^ured^i^w House that there was no the case of a cattle fair, if an extent 

to pre^crve the returns alluded to, and tS|^/Wame down : all the beasts from the high- 
suck disoctic^f^ had been given us would lands of Scotland might be taken. So, in 
substantially e^ct tlieol)ject. A circulary Ixtents on iVceholds, they proceeded 
had been sent the different ofitces for tjii^ ^tinst debtors in several degrees. The 
purpose It proposed to erase t^o wISul prerogative was used in a sense 
names of indivif.j'rtigJVom all returns. 'jKie wlulcin the Crown had no interest what- 
returns iheinstivc ;!^\ild not be enyivly <ivcr. The qncstidt? ^'Phs, whether this 
destroyed, as it w'a^ieRCSfeary t** presCTve niodc’iof collection wA for the advantage 
an account of the suim contributed by the of thc>su!)jdct generally, and whether it 
different classes of the people. As to the answereddts object. The old cases were 
returns to be Inade for tlie fuinre, tliey ; ,cbi<>fly those of receivers. Edward 
would he made so as to keep the iiaipes of j Srd's lime, the Cointnons prayed th^t a 
persons out ot sight, by making thc\re- ^-‘Voff should bo allowed for wlwit was due 
turns by nombers instead of names fmt be subject, ami the king r. pfied that 

Mr. 'Jirougliant expressed l;is satisfiV would take advico as to the best way 
tion at the arrangi-ment, partieiilurly af|j of easing his people: but since then, the 
to future returns, and admitted the pro.\J practice had gone on of not admitting the 
pricly of keeping an account of the diil’e-^et-off. He would not enter into the wis- 
rent classes of persons wlio paid. JBut hc,l of the law ; hut where tiie case was 
expressed his doubt at to the mode of er;;^ alk between subject and subject, he 
sure ; lie tlio\igiit burning the p;^^ieVs thwglit ilio propriety of *tbe set-off must 
would be much better, and there was a be Ai-'mted. The reason as to the King’s 
public yfficer, not in very great estimation, emergei^es, ATS'- wfffiws. 6c//oyMr«, upon, 
whose assistance for Ibis purpe|e miglit which these extents were\n remote times 
be very advantageously caUxiiljin [a* justified, must have long *£CgtP«ce.ised, and 
lauglt]. » J * , perhaps for tlie same reason extents in 

> f chief migfit in tlte present day be dis- 

Extents urAfn.] MH, Tffinm Smith pensed with.. Those, however, which still 
said, he was^ot sorry lib liaJ postponed i continued#o be issued in aid, were bur- 
his motion *til\ now^ as fk paimi* had been 1*111011801116 lb the last degree upon the 8ub- 
^'^^duced which conlained inuclijyfornia- jeet. In the ordinary process of, execu¬ 
tion. It appeared, bvVtnriis of tlic mini- tion, the party agTiinst whom it was taken 
ber of extents since IbOO, that there were out enjoyed at least three iiio.iths, and 
in IHOl nine, in 1302 ten,.in 1803 eleven, j*o(ten tl inucli longer time, lor making his 
in ISOl. seven, in I 8 O 0 five, in ISOfieiglit, | defence, or for raising the means of stay- 
in lSl‘2-twcntvjjii4*a>in ISI.’S eighteen, in j ing execution. An extent in aid was in 
,ind last year a hundred the nature of execution without any no- 
'Rm eight, being eleven times us many as • t'Se at all, and the form of it was simply 
t<^y9ars ago. He expc*ctpd assistnnje ^this; the party suiijg H out applied to the 
froja hon. and learned gentlemgn opposite, Ci'ow'n-ollice for a writ against himself as 
though iliey might not agree as to the 0 debtor of the Crown, '^hus tha^pro- 
•iqeans. The ^JRthequer court was an- ceeding commenced in fraud;* for the 
ciently of higi', judicature, partjjftilarly in Cro*vn had, in ninety cases out of a|)iun- 
revenue cases, lixients were cither in died, no cognizance of the niatfCT, and 
chief or in aid; one on immediate cvowi* the process issued was^ directed solely 
debtors—the other at tlifc petition of a against the debtor of the plaintiff. Ihe 
crown debtor, in order ’to satisfy the writ, howeve?, was ^dressed to the sheriff 
crown demands, when the part}',was un- of the cojihty, requiring him to summon a 
able to pay, his means being withheld, jury in order to take an inquisition upon 
There might be reasonsfor this when com- the suit. In whaf manner ciid the House 
ancrce was less, and the slate of the reve- supposes tlie verdict was fouad; or of whom 
nue different. Now the power o*f extents did.it imagine the jury itself wi^composed. 
was eJormOuf. He had seen an instruc--''J!'*w OTit of inquest was carried 
tion from the exc^ to its officers, staling* -sherifPs c<mrt.and the affidavit upon wmen 
(VOL.XXXIt.) • (3 0) . ‘ 
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it was grounded exhibited, upon which cose tniglft be afterwards reviewed in 
the jury uniformly found the debt. In- court,th^efendant,itmustbe^ecollectcd, 

» stead of lll»eiri»eing formed o& si/Jts^jftntial was perh^s already in prison, #/asdeprivcd 
householders or considerable inh^j^^ahts of his bo^W, and probably of the means of 
of the county or in the vicinity, th 6 ^* 5 >Vi- feeing ■J:;.<?;<!el and maintaining liis cause, 
sisted either of persons who were m at- iUMas very Seldom indeed that ex-^ 

tendance for this sort of employment, were set aside on motion: in nearly* 

or, if the number was insuflicient, it waSj^ every case it was necessary tg^eatVand/he 
made up\f hackney-coachmen, or any iii'f object could generally be ol^cained only by 
dividuals who might be met with on thr^ issue. In *the pean time the 

highway. He need state but one circus i- party had been obliged t^surrendor liis 
stance to induce the House to give credit bofes, whilst his debto^,,wye interdicted 
to this description. a’'d he could assure frflji paying him thej'af^'ints on pain of 
them that the^jury ro formed receive^ ls% beii^ cotqpelledU'X'/^y a second time, 
each for the verdict Such w%s thuprac- He believed there v^rc few instances of 
ticc at least in the county of Midmesex, extents being set aside, except where the 
and with this he had made himself perfectly defendent was a man of ;powerful con- 
arquainted* The party having by those' nexions, or after a* commission of bank- 
TiicaJls obtained a verdict, then v\*ent w^li rupto^^ bad issued, and even in cases like 
hi» adidtvit beford one of the barons t]ie,Jcist it had sometimes cost the assignees 
tlie exchequer, and a^'ed for ^ l?y t less than 500/.; for in addition to all 

the resolutions of the whole court of ex-W^ie other severity and injustice of thispro- 
thequer, in the rcig^i of Charles 2 nd, it IJ,ceding, the defendant was saddled with 
was declared that this fiat should be /^ll costs, whatever might be the judgment 
graiftcd only upon debts due originally -^ of the court. He was aware that the or- 
ihc Crown, upon debts of specialty, ai/! i’/nary writ by which the court of exchc- 
aftcr motion in t)pen court. All th^e qiitvjhcld plea of causes between subject 
guards and provisions had become 5 ^no and subject, was the quo minus siifficiens 
practical effect ofanty^Ic had existit; but,bythcpresentpracliceofis- 
cascs to twodiK'j( which would, he was sure, suing extents in aicH it was hardly*neces- 
cxcite tlie. g-'dlwity and rouse the indig- cary to ^fow that any debt was due to the 
nation oikthc Heiise, in which simple con- Crown r - 1 ^ pdity taking out process Ijad 
tract debts, with wlnch*the Crown had no only to swVar tharii? was debtor to a cer- 
connexion, had been assigned to the tain nmounytand obtain ?''^.xtoot for any 
C'jown, a/id this without any ^motion in sum, no matter otiiivhatmagn^udc. If he 
court. He had heard it said, tltf t the pre- owed the Crown 500/. he migkt by this pro- 
sent practice aroJB out of the bankrupt cccdingscize tolh'damountof 10 , 000 /.,pu^< 
1 -iws; but no practice could bemoreefl'ec- ting thif <5^500/. tliu» wrested from all the 
tual for the purpose of defeating the ope- other creditors into his own jiocket. He 
ration of those la^s. It gave to one ere-* doubted whether a system of such absurd 
ditor what belonged jointly to all. When and palpable injustice would be endured 
an extent came down, it seized upon every in any other country,,qvpn^ in Turkey it- 
thing, even the person of the debtor; and seif: but it was peculiarly 
if his effects were not sufficient to satis^ .England, where it was so necessary th^/ 
the last shilling of the debt due to the i confidence between man and man lihc^J 
Crown, or rather to ftiis fiction of the strictly maintained. Tliat this wat|^a 
Cro'«a?, he was excepted from the benefit new as well'as a dangerous practice mi^it 
of the insplvellt acts. Such a power was be shown liy a case occurred in 

extremely oppressive in the hands of^the 1731, in which an extent wi^jKjfuscd upoft 
Crown, but, when exercised between sub- the speciflb ground that it might operate 
ject and subject, it became intolerable, ipjttrjpusly as between traders : and it was 
1 he goods of the Unfortunate debtor, when added tuat thieb might be nothing more 
seized, were always iqimedi*|^y sold for than a simple contract debt. In another 
wbattheywouldfqtch;andheknqo'^acascin case the court rejected the applicayon 
which the property 0 /an individuafiiad been because the affidavit was not drawn up in 
sold for not more than *006 shilling in Uie the ancient forn),aand declared, that al- 
pound of their v^lue. All this might happen, though they wore masters of theh' own 
and yet th^re be no legal debt; for the claim > forms, they would not. allow the preroga- 
resled eoUrwy on the affidavit <rf th^fiaV-*}' .tive of the Croltn to be, q^Eule a^Tmn- 
whosued out the extent. Awough the die for the recovery «of private debts. 

* ■ « • 
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The further\l)ack, 
the preced^ts 


e\l)a 


Extents in ^id. 

in point of f\ct, that 
on this subjcit: were 



traced—tlie nearer they apprcWl^ed the 
antiquos fontes of law, tlie niora?^<^S**kb\p 
for the would appear trie constr^VI 

'fion of this prerogative, notwithstandii 
we ^ow l^ved^n an age when the intercs 
of commerce w^re of so much greater in 
portance than ir'l'arlier times. In tlic cai 
of Capel anti ff*-(jwer in the year 16S 
which was an af-jj ^^ ion in chancery 
relief against in aid, sued out "jJ 

one of the farmers ^llm ? <i c venug wlit/fetd 
assigned the debt to Crown, the court 
observed, tiiat it had become a cortimon 
proeess for the i^ecovcry of private debts, 
and that it was a great oppression, tending 
to render a commission of bankrupteVin- 
t'flectual. This was the doctrine in ^^e^it became injured, and a docket was 

now 128 years ago; and yet in this conS; J:ruck against him. ,The holder of the 
mcrcial age, after the provisions of thc^'nill 
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Crown had benefitted a single shilling. 
In evejV^e»of them the party ^^plying 
for tTie^ocess had been much more than 
his own debt to tlie 
own, but had thought proper, and in 
IS opinion, most fraudulently, to employ 
t^is fiction for their own private end^. 
y men had no moral restraint but the 
ds of a statute; and he had seen in- 
es, with regard to the exercise of 
ower, of such scandalous miscon¬ 
duct as almost to indnd^ him to expose 
t’.i^e nagies of the partiffi, and hold them 
up to.yublic* ignominy* Hie niger C6l. 
His first case was that of a corn-dealer, 
who had given a large bill of exchange to 
^ country correspondent; subsequent..to 
w h^h, anil before the bill was* due, his 


ruck against him. 
then repaired to an 


iiiv;iv>iu. .11%^ |jiuvioAuii0 ui . uiii ic^iaftcu lu uii rlCqUaintUnCC of 

bankrupt laws had been so often strength -1 his, a farmej of the p^st-horsc duty, sav- 
v... u^A e _^.1 r»_«_i. __i_i_ 


ened by the legislature, he had found m 
Mr. Bingham’s *• Law of Executions,” the 
latest publication on the subject, this most 
extraordinary opinion, viz. that if the C';r.i- 
mon form of the proce?s was observed^ the 


r . 


party taking it out 


might 


obtain a good 


fiat, altlfough for the sole purpose of re¬ 
covering bis own debt. Tl ^ ’tqpinion 
might not bc^good autbority'VlitVntS stat¬ 
ed to be quoted from ‘.^‘'Jfidd’s Practice.” 
The hon. lyjd lpiu:.Tii'd gehtleiiij|ra smiled, 
but he would' show that» ilic 


least gave 
VlQCtrine. 


and.(,ooi 
of the c^s was, that it af- 


ractice at 
ur yj the 


iircted a man’s partner* as well asTlflmself. 
A partner of a banking-house might be 
surety for a sub-distributor of stamps, and 
the advantage of this was well understood. 
Such a banking-hgjjgf had it always in its 
rcr^J,iy'g g *j y/'Cxteht against any debtor. 
Its operation*pursued the debtor* of 
I debtor, and so on, tdl the original 
was satisfied. A country bankef, 
Instance, might fall upon tMfe goods of 
some tradesma»>.« 0 nd through him seize 
tlfle effects of some poor widow who was 
subsisting on a miserable pittallbe. Its 
effects were like those of the great urin.^j 
ciple described by the poet, which— 

Lives through all life, extends through all 
^ extent, 

Spreads undivided, operates unspeht. 

He would now come 4 o the individual 
cases of which he had to complain, and 
which, he trusted, .would ampljr supply 
the ^fects ^of his argument. They 
formed a long listf and he would venture 

to say there ^as ffot one frow* which the 

* 


“ such a man is in bad credit, tbere- 
discount me this bill, and you have 
tliiX power of issuing an extent against 
hir^’’ The farmer of 'the post-horse 
duty^’iiicounted the bill, for what consi- 
deration^o wiy &h ^ wtf t ^y rctend |o say; 
and having made afiidavit lhat this was an 
original debt, the extent and al¬ 

though the transactipr.''!WH?^ne complete 
tissue of fraud, it vras with difficulty set 
aside by the assignees at an expense of 
500/. Thcjvery same party took *out an- 
ethcr exteat against another individual, 
whom he had accoramod/Tted while jon the 
verge of bankrujitcy; and being asked 
how he could trust a man in such circum¬ 
stances; he replied, “ 1 knew better than 
thait; 1 had an extent in my pocket to 
secure the debt.” The great bulk of 
these case.? of extent lay where country 
»ba{fkcr 8 had become receivers of the re¬ 
venue, and where perhaps one of the 
partners had contrived to make himself a 
debtor of tlie Crown, for the very pur¬ 
pose of issuing extents in ai^ on tn'e pro¬ 
perty of those who were debtors of«thc 
firm. He did this in cases where the 
Crown w|s in no dan^r whatever of 
losing its debt, but where the banking 
concern was Ikorth J;en, twenty, or forty 
times the amount. OtheiKases of extents 
arose from the distributors and sub-distri¬ 
butors of stamps. fThe number of extents 
in aid under the head of stamps was only 
•Diie i^802, bul they had sirper risen to' 
,lrf*4!#ill5f*tighi; in the course of l.ist year. 
Indeed,-from the papers laid before pSru- 
liamenti it appeared that they had exces- 
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Bively multiplied of late years. In 1802 , who hay been ftie cause of^ their utter 
« the extwits irt chief were onlj' 4ft tfiul the ruin, avm who had the wholo^f their pro- 
extents iO; but in 181 .'), tii'' in perty */]/is po-isession. Tlic other case 

chief had arisen to 23 . 8 , .ind the i in more exlr iordinary one, and 

aid to 108 , He knew it to b--'*a'"hrdrt,^ ^/g^inpamtil with still yie.iter hardships, 
which he shouM prove bel’ore a coni*tl'he exii.in in this case na- is-'U^tl at the 
xnittee, that many extent.* in aid haj^ p^i.'.tanee of the very sam^paper-maker 
issued out of the stanip-oHice, which weiw vijio had issued the otheny A v*ery Ktge- 
granted without there being the sliglit^t^.r’liou.s.njan of the .nuniolof Holden had 
ground to Ussli i that the revenue ofytiie Thought that it would bt^n undertaking 
Crown w.is in danger. Out of tlie ifumy rm only beneficial to li^'iself, but to the 
case.* «hieh liatkihe^ stated to him he Of^antry, if he coukW*.<^^'^ a sort of uni- 
should only^ menuon two, acconij) mi^i v^!*al directorj^ti} <‘j?^f England, contain- 
with sucli exiiJ^ndinary iiircuinstance.s ing the liames an^address not only,of 
that thet must stand in the rpom'of all persons in trade of any eminence, hut 
the rest. The following was one of these also of men of landed |)roperty. He ex- 
casc.s: -tf'o persons ill partnerslnp, whole*- pended many yeacs of his life in prepara- 
sal 3 st.itioju-rs in the city of Lmdun, bad tioiy tor this work, and ulso several thou- 
cntcreiK into a tootract witli a papoV sajA pounds of his property'. ’J'he work 
maker in the country (who is of coursf ^?is to consist of four volumes, and he 
under the excise) for some good*, wliict^ifiiad obtained 1,000 snb^cribi'rs at the rate 
having been delivtred irregularly, some j of a guinea a volume. I’he expenses, 
dispute aro!.e about tlie (piandty received/however, jn-oved ,so large, tliat when lie 
and paid for. 'I'he paper-maker, howp^vodi| Imd fiiii<heil the first volume, he was 
obtains an extent in aid for the dyfil'^.obliged to call Ins creditors together, and 
which he claini#d under this disputc^ic- Vf^ie to them, that uiilc'S they allowed him 
count, seizes ihe wliolc of theiriMods a fUtle time he must slop, but if they 
and papers, llirofts,Midividk^Si^ into would not press him, there was every 
' prison,*and tljfi rest .of the cfeditors all chance of their s'btainiiig thei* money, 
went wi4jio)i,e^ sliii'ling of the property., Ilis ere Jilors, among whom w.is tins paper- • 
These poor ..wore now lying in gaol, makoil^lj^ilfii :ously, as he tliought, agreed 
without money to .su-yport their families, to'this jlJ^'oposuVyilie thoughf tliat the iii- 
Ife had lett-.-rs from both^ those parties dividual i\ flut^iion i. jj^l also ^reed to it. 
Elating jh(* above circumstances; and he This fact wood?ijlmie on fds; testimony of 
had also in his possession ^le opinioi) Mr. Iloh’/uj w'ho jvas i£w dead, and 
which a respcetatble counsi'i gave on their therefore was i^icapable of proof. Bn^ 
case. "This opinion .yated, that it had whateecr there giight be in this, lUo 
been held that though the debt due to the paper-uiaker watched hi.- opDortunity, and 
person issuing the extent was less than while the poor man tliouglit himself safe, 
what he owed to the Crown, yet that, he he issued an fcxtent again.-,t the whole of 
might get an extent is.*ued to the amount Ids property. The wliole of the copies 
of the whole of that debt. 'I'he coun.sel were SiiJd uiider the'l*Sfi,^ t.ft>!**lle more 
gave it as his opinion, that probably the^ than a shilling a piece, itist^aS^VS 
best course would be to refer the niafteu* the subscriptian price, so that it was do Wt- 
to the deputy-remenrtirancer, who might ii.il whether* he even got enough id?n}ay 
sett^ the account between the parties-, himself: •criain it was, that no otliertcre- 
And hefe let it be observed, that the gen- ditor got a shilling; if tjipre was any sur- 
tlemaii wli<t*gave his opinion as to a re- plus, he had secured it all; and yet the 
medy with so much hesitation, was a per- man wlw did this bore the reputation of 
son of eminence in his profession. An- being 'vorth thousands, so that tlie Crown 
Other ci)ur.«e, he added, might*be, to file 'ran* no possible risk of losing any debt 
a bill in I'tiuity for the pur^se of com j which he migjit owe to it. Mr. Holden 
pelling tile niai^ who*claimed p) be a ere- died in prison of a broken heart. What 
ditor to come toa.n account; ahd this, let was most absuid in this case was,*that 
it be observed, was tbe recommendation the Crown by tj^e issuing of this extent 
given to persons wlio were withopt a .slitl- lost its taxes. The land-tax -of Mr. 

« ling in the world. The, last recommen* Holden’iS house the landlord was obliged 
dation of tne counsel was, to comt^wic?.''.1 *o pay, but the bouse-tax and the t^mdow- 
aett^Btent with the party, wit\iout the in*, tax were not paid at ^1. The Crown was 
tervention of law—with the very party kbits made the instrumimt to cheat itself 
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of its own dues, by issuing an^xtciit on 
the applieal^on of a man who «ws much 
more than competent to pav Vhat lie 
owed to the excliequer. Siidv'^^ ^he 
absurdities as well us iniquitiC^s of 
Mills sysTtni was productive. He woUlp 

assert that e;{;ery circiiinstaiice he had h'^ - 

stafl-d n*.s iruS and should establish th|u] j!tj;hequer to 
before a couujittcc. lie could jitattjf *^t. He c 


May so, 1816. 


[938 


variety of oth'9; instcinces of almost eqO 
hardship, buV trusted he had at Imst 
made out a cii^^U^'V^h demanded the 
sidcration ot ' piitr'-^tV^. He lia^Ae* 
reived compLii.its n\rii variou# quarters, 
that if the evd were not soon stopped, au 
end would be put to all confidence between 
man ami man) It w^s impossible that 
ineetinos of creditors could come any 


taxes.” The gentleman, conscious that 
he wax quite,able to pay, rather jlemurred j 
to -tlilv ./and said he should prefer the 
worrl'jfV might be less able to pay.” The 
instantly altered uceording to 
his wish, the ailidavit was made, and time 
as hardly ^iveii to the baron of the ex~ 
read it before lie signed bis 
could state other facts to show 
t)!^ abuses which existed. A person who 
wa^called a country gentleman not long 
ago applied to a r,^im«table solicitor of 
his acqu dntance, that lie wanted 

to be niade -t collectormf the King’s taxes. 
The ^licitor inquired what possible ob« 
ject he could have in obtaining such an 
^appointment. “Oh!” replied’the other; 
J shalUhen be able to get extents inr'aid, 


satisfactory resoliitiun, if any one oribem ^n'fl collect all my owndebts.” Ide knew 
could thus .Ntep in with an extent, ^d (Another person in the country who wished 
seize the whole of'tlic property 
that a nice ivas sometimes 
the assignees and a 

the for.ner to gt t a docket struck, and the t wuptant, that by means of extents in-tiid, 
latter to obtain a (iat for an extent. In.’i.W should be able to set in his own book- 



exclieq,'iis 


S 



oue in.>tance u baron of the 
had been dr.iggetl out of his bed in ‘i/fder 
to sign a iiat, and tlie rapidity with which 
it was .'Vine allowed n? time for obtaining 
information as to its justice,—‘|He now, 
came to consider the remedyV/jevl with 
this view lic'ivould suggv/slt the ^pediL*ncy 

into 
the 

A4»Vi9 «VltlC>ll II*' IKIU '^rclcr tO SC0 

what remedy oould be d(f*Ysed for tlie evil, 
li.f had been suggested to him,'«’»d pro¬ 
bably tl'.o suggestion would now be re¬ 
peated, that the court of exchequer had 
a jurisdiction over its Own forms, and 
could itself correct the abuse. In answer 
to tiii:^ ''•'tMiaui r^'i^iiark, that the practice 
/' iiJt“ n'.iiiTils‘'^?)f the exchequer liad been 
'g’.^j^ing w’orse and worse, from y'ear to"^ 
yCT.il. ‘’lie imputed nothing-more to the 
coir^rt than inadvertence in the issuing of 
these extents; ^ finding that they had 
increased so prodigiously of late years, 
attended with all the circumstances he had 
mentioned, he was compelled to conclude 
that the matter required parliamefitary^ 
revision. Besides, he kne]y a facility had | 
been given in some of the offices of the 
exchequer to the issuing of extents to a 
degree that would scarcely be credited. 
A gentleman he knew applied at one of 
tliese offices for an extent, and.was told 
that form of it was, tlfut by the danger 
of his property ii^ the hands of his cre-.l 
ditor “ he was le^ able to pay the King’s 


get 

dt^ts. He knew an attorney in the coun- 
try’\ho was a partner in a banking-house, 
and disfrii»iityi’,.Q£^tamps, and who 
by^ these means got ext^cp to enable him 
to collect his debts as an a'»(o£pcy, and the 
debts of Jiis partneishifv concorn. He 
could mention, if P^cssar^, the names of 
the individuals, but what he had said was 
sufficient to show the laxity with which 
these exteT^ts were is.sued from the exche¬ 
quer. Abuses like these, he contended, 
were intolerable in a country once famed 
for the honour and integrity of its mer¬ 
chants, Besides, it might be shown that 
the most contradictory opinions prevailed 
with regard to tlie proceedings of the 
court of exchequer and its powers. Mr. 
Anstruther, in the preface to his Exche- 
qtVer Reports, complained that few of the 
l' recorded legal decisions there were to he 
relied upon. In one case he bad ^own 
that there was no regular form of lyords ad¬ 
hered to in affidavits for extenttA^ Hequoted 
a case in which several of the barons of ex¬ 
chequer complained of the want of autho¬ 
rities. Where so much ^uncertainty pre¬ 
vailed, it woukl be ineffectual to apply to 
the authority of that couj^t. He also ad¬ 
verted to *8 case of extpnt, attended with 
great hardship, brought jpto the court of 
chancery, and on which |he chancellor 
[remarked, that ^he court could, not loob 
IjL^aiwi^r'^consequences—it could look only 
' to the law. He would say, then, let ibM 
law be altered. He could not consent to 
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trust the removal of such intolerable 
»grievance®, winch had gone* or^ of la te 
years with a rapidity incIcscribablcS^irihe 
rules and orders that might be isyjt ^h j 
the court of exchequer. If a co; 
were denied him, then, he should bring in 
a bill for the purpose of altering the law, 
not on his own responsibility, but witr 
sufficient legal assistance to render it ni 
unworthy of the acceptance of the IIoi 
If he could not obtain either a commiCtee 
or a bill, he could pAt consent that the 
matter should be merred entirely ^o thft 
barons. He concliMed by moving, That 
a committee be appointed to take into 
consideration the practice of granting, 
out of the t:ourt of exchequer, extents in*| 
aid ^f the debtors of the Crown,* with 
abuses ^frhich havfc taken place thcreqi 
and to report thereupon to the House 
The Solicitor General said, that the honJ 
gentleman might rdy on the exertions of 
his hon. and learned friend (the attorney- 


chief; a: 
it inti 
property 

i/<^*butti 
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he %vas surprlse^j to hear 
ted, that hecausi a man’s 
as laid hold of by an 
as denied the opportunity 
ebutting* the charge of deltt«^ The 



fejjy had a right to bring tlic question to * 
tr^al, whether he was so iiu^)lc(V or yot. 
extent, no doubt, hold of the 
r^pcrly, but still it w5s asVpen to the in- 
^ idual to try the quesjjpi as it was in 
other case of debt^^ween n>an and 
. The hon. gen/^^Miad said, that 
(>of the lowQirW^ynnost ignorant per¬ 
sons, sucfi as hacj/^ey-coachmen, were 
summoned on these juries; hut he be¬ 
lieved that the persons sum^noned on these 
occasions were the «atnc that sat to assess 
dam^cs on the execution of writs of in- 
quyty. If, however, there were any in- 
$y!nccs of such improper persons having 
^cn summoned, it was a* gross dereliction 
f duty in the under-sheriff. He appre¬ 
hended there w'as a complete power in 


cenl&ral) and himself to correct thp''<^'the court of exchequer to correct abuses 


abuses of which he complained, as th 
arose in the coutts of law. They hall¬ 
ways been in the habit of settin^ljeir 
faces against nujj^iri! i liini nfthr nftirr" of 
’the Crown. Ijfshad been calleu upon, as 
a lawyer,. his assistance in setting 

aside e3«ents;j.:4/N3* [n every case of this 
kind he had been suctK^ssful in showing to 
the court that such extents {should be set 
aside. was very likely froni|^he greater 
number of those extents that# had been, 
issued pf late y^rs, that many of them 
had been improperly suedout, and neverthe¬ 
less had Aot been brought before the court 
for correction; hut in all other processed 
there were instances of abuse and oppres¬ 
sion, and it was impossible for the court of 
exchequer in every instance to prevent 
this process from being abused, 
should have liked better if the hen. mera-i 
her, instead of movin'^ for a committee, 
had ct once proposed some law on the 
subject, Jiccffiise then the House would 
hav{^ seen Whether the abuse arose from 
the construction of the law, and required 
that parliament should interfere for its re¬ 
moval. He woifld again say, fhat there 
was a powpr in the ccpirt of^cbequer to 
set aside extents that had beea abusively 
employed. Whether the hon. gentleman 
meant to prop^*Re that the principle of ex¬ 
tents in aid shpuld be narrowed, be knew 
^ot. 'Ha ^ould again admit that there4 
might be many cases of individuai^^llliw^ 
sldp, but these might not only originate 
from extents in aid, but from extents in 


the individual cases which took place. 
rbiW were certain rules and forms which 
ougiu to be adhered to; but the court 
could not be answerable for the improper 
use of the process in the first instance. 
.The Hoisc must be aware, that writs of 
debt Wlw^frequently sued .out of the 


courts oflhw on affidavits^ But though 
the courts^ul^not pre»’OP^ this abuse of 
the procBi 
exercised ti 


had th^ power, and 
•of d^ig justice to 


___ . '6KJ;OWCrj wvi tvf ^ 

the individuals li^ho were mus oppressed 
It was^ilTe 33rd of .Henry 8th, vi'hich {di¬ 
rected the mode of issuing extents. With 
respect to the remedy of extent in aid it¬ 
self, he should be sorry if it were reduced 
to the narrow groun d wh ich the hoii. gen¬ 
tleman seemed to wi^i^h 
from all times been, that the writ oF^ 
tent should go* against the debtor«oi 
Oown; and* the law was, that the ex 
in aid shoiitd go against the debtor of* 
Crown’s debtor. His^shjection to 
committee was, that the House had 
precise oflject pointed out to them to which 
me pouimittee. was to direct its attention. 
There was a pawer in the court of exche¬ 
quer to remedy every abuse that might 
arise, though, as he had already obseyred, 
it could'not prevent the improper use of 
the process; if a* man would venture to 
make a false affidavit. It could tiot be 
expected that the lei^rned judges were to 
read every affid&vit that wa& sworntlfbfore 
them, but they would ultimately do justice 
between the parties. Ik did*not therefore 
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appear to him that the'hon. gentleman to state, that the treasury had given di- 
had made out that sort of cas*^, which rection^ ^at po persons con\!erncd, either 
called for the interference of the‘,legisla- direct'.’/ *tr indirectly, in country banfos, 
ture. There might be abuses ^ssuinc shoul''\lrB allowed to act in the collection 
the process, but he did not bi./ieve tfTert ' f llft'Peienue. 
tjas aii^flbuse in the law itself; and f^itl Col. Zl^ooa! begged to state a most flagrant 
this reason he should move the prcvio>?y muse of this process, which had occurred 
cjucs4ion.» i ii\ the county of Brecon. An extent in 

Sir Samuel said, it must be aA was issued against George North, a 

mitted that thr,w had been an abuse cJy bak''^cr in that county, to titc amount of 
the process; bi^» his hoii. and learne/ 8,Ou?^. Having been informed of this 
friend had state(!®^^V*4.therc was no abu||; circumstance, he applied<to the treasury, 
in the law itself/’'rS»A'shod that his Ij^; whom he reccivt^T^very facility, but 

and learned friend haf^noPthioned*what ne he foiifid that his majesty’s government 
conceived to be an abiis^ of the law. He had nffiflfn^ to do with the transaction, 
(sir Samuel) had in the course of his pro- He was tlicn referred to the solicitor of 
fesston found the'most enormous abuses in the treasury, and was informccl that the 
giving a preference to* creditors, ropre extent wasitaken out by John Nprtb, Ae 
especially in cases of bankruptcy; a*d, b lomcr of the banker, a farmer of the 
with respect to extents in aid, if a ma‘' p »si-horse duty, who swore that he was 
was the creditor of another, he had the" i ilebted to government in a sum of mo- 
power, merely as debtor of the Crown, to ^’mey, and that his brother owed him S,OOOZ. 
issue an extent, and sweep away all the then foond that a brother-in-law, of 
property, without leaving a farthing for j i V ^name of Maund, had made George 
others. His bon. and learned friend had j,1.1 :tli a bankrupt, and under John North’s 
said, there were abuses of this process ■* extlSt the cft’ects wore dl carried to 
which the barons of the exchequer woain Mau'/M’s house, and the other creditors 
remedy; but they had decided only, that were ^(ft’ated. , ^v^^Ji^was not the use 
it was an^^abuse where tl^c party was not a of the ext^ whicl\ flic creditors' com- 
,debtor of the Crown. Suppose, hclivever, plained of, Imt the abuse of•t!^igJ)ractice: 
an opulent banker in Loiidoi),.ji'lr:p|y^d a iliey wished to prevent^onjs^^reditorj from 
surplus of lOfl^OOO/. after tiiv payVent «f stepping in and swecyfng oflTall the pro- 
all his debts, happcncyt*to(bc a (Ipbtor of perty. This practice of issuing extents in 
the Crown, wnd/iirEho same tirS/the ere- aid placed the'Crown in a most invidious 
ditor of anotlux person ; banker was light, and ut&ss a stop were put to it, mi- 
••^ititled to havcVin extent is Hid, and *hus lusters woultTbring an odiun on the Crown 
a priority over all other patrons, which it did not deserve. " 

All these prerogatives ortho Crown were The Attorney General said, that if any 
originally vested in it for the public bene- pejson sl\ould have been guHty of a frau- 
fit; and the party who prayed an extent dulcnt abuse of the process, the court of 
in aid ought first to make oath, that unless exchequer would take care to defeat the 
be had tltqjjgj^e^- 4l ic debt he owed to fraud. His bon. and learned friend, who 
. t>’ •bo in danger. Th[s generally attended that court, went there 

' regulation would cure the abuse th dftire that the judges would not sufier 

'altogt’^Jict; but, at present, *it.was quite , arfy individual to raakd a stalking-horse of 
clear yhat the use of this process,made a the Crown’s interest. Directions had besn 
debtor to the Crown a privileged person, given, which he hoped would pZeveijt the 
whereas all creditdf^ught to stand on an improper use of the process in tl.e first un¬ 
equal footing. stancelf It had been expressly ordered. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that in future the extent in aid should not 
be had been informed that extents in afd Re abused, bftt kept, as it ought to be, in 
had been very improperly issfled, in con- aid of the Crown’s debtors. For these 
sequence of the distress whic^ prevailed reasons, he fplt it his <futy tq vote for the 
duringi^he last summer; and the general previous qucst'iou. ^ 

question was stated to him in a way which Mr. Lockhart obscryed, tl ^Ltb e answer 
induced him to make furtlffcr inquiry into of the chancellor of the exchequer, who 
the subject. Tlie lords of the tr<;asury sai|l that government had sent tp the 
had since^ilirected the judges to consider judt^ •’’id told them that the Crown was 
what re^ations*V)ught to be adopted, and anxious to'prcvent abuse, and the observa-^ 

to make their r^ort. * He likewise wished lions of the law oflccrs of the Crown, had 

^ 0*0 
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greatly alam^ed him, as he thought this ' aBthatc^ewithinthescopcofthepowersof 
mode of*proceeding was most uifcinstitu- the Hoi^e, rather than witlyn the consi- 
tional. If the practice of issuinffllprTfents deratirm of the judges. From the great 
was a prerogative of rite Crown,liw^he the revenue in late years, that 

court of exchequer, had the jiu^es, an% j^srwer wliidti formerly could be very seldom 
right to declare in wliat nianDtr that pre^ ijcjjiiployed became extremely danf^ius and 
rogntive should be* exercised ? If they hajji \tghly inconvenient, whenjj^was extended 
a right to narrow the conditions, thqy ^ every distributor and sy5-di‘'tHbut6r of 
might also extend the prerogative of tye'i^^ainps. In every point tf view he consi- 
Crown, 'i'he court of exchequer liadlmo iJered the formation of u lommittee to in¬ 
power to alter its regulations withouf the qitire into the subject,jwthe most proper 
consent of theS^iijwlature. He sitould t^do of proceedinM|«^t,;c it was impos- 
certainly give liis^pport to the mptiorA for them without know- 

Lord Castleren%h, observing ^at the ing the ‘whole e^iit of the grievance 
hon. gentleman complained th^t the pro- conipl iine«l of. 

cess of tly; Crown was ap|)lit>d to the pur- Mr. Marrijat, as a commercial man, 
po^es of individuals, admitted that this haltl found himself caljpd on to express his opi- 
sometirnes been tbe case; but lie was«i^t nioA on the subject. The solicitor-general 
yet pre’pared to shy what miglu be llie^ i^- said, that an individual might traverse 

tneiiy for the evil, ,and he liiowglit it nit extent, .and gain redress if it were im- 

expedienl to draw the question in the pr^^iropcrly issued ; but ht must in tlie mean 
sent stage out of ttie consideration of thcl'iime submit to all tbe discredit and incon- 
law servants of the Crown ; h*e concurre^f vcnieuce of keeping a bailiff in his House, 
therefore, in tlie propriety of innvmg- wliich circumstance alone might some- 
previous question. times oporato hiH ruin. The attorney- 

31r. I-'oitsimht/ thought that the ^ffe- stated, that the court of ex- 

rcncc of opinion which ekisted arrimfe the cl^ner might make projicr regulations; 

, law servants iffiiihi him n ajjitffuod the but there were many cases in which they 
strongest grodffm for cnlering^fnto an exa- could not po'-sibly inlerfi.r('. IJ,e himself 
mination 4i4i4hi.s subject. As to any fear, bad bejm assignee of a li iu.-e that failed,* 
of disFurbirj^^4l*«».!iytliorily of the courts, gieabl^L^Ormected with countiT bankers, 
nothing was so delriwenial to the character Tiiese \ankers, sued an extent, and the 
of justice a.s to imply tl\at any inquiry assigiiee\ paid HhenK 100 ,000 /., in conse- 
could (4o discredit to tliose cc^urts, Whe- qucnce oK wlycji the csmi! (Hd not yield 
ther the court had sHflricient,':iuihoiity pf a shilling jto'the otjier cKditois : it was 
ittelf/o remedjF’ihe evil, or whether legis- not ^rclende'D that thebarmers were likc^” 
latire interference were necessary, what to fai h» their engagements to the Cro|*ii; 
•mode of inquiry was so proper as a com- on the contrary, they were at the time jii 
mittee of that* House ? This committee tlie highest credit. I'hey consisted of five 
should not consist of lawyers alonc^ for partners, and only one out of the five was 
other men of sense and judgment often a debtor of the Croim, yet at his suit 
struck out hints which even lawyers w’ouid alone w-as an cxteifnS!?0»d.Jiuii» debt due 
thank them for. , ti# all the five, who of ^^>u^Se ■_ 

Mr. Wetherell thought the commiU^c fited by thc.ellbct of it. He 
would be useless, a*s he did not sec how '•under the advice of counsel, rcsisJefl the 
any remedies - fliey might recommend extent, aid tried the matter in the (\xchc- 
could <be Applied. The court of cxclie- quer, where it was givm* against him: he 
qqer had^ie power in itself to correct the then referred it to a hl^er tribunal, which 
abuses complained of, and it was only confirmed the decision of the court of ex- 
three weeks since that court had sup- chequer: so that from this it appeared to 
pressed several extents whicli were provecl be the law q|^ the country, that one person 
to have been improperly i^ed. who was a dphtor to the Crown might ex- 

Mr. Wynn contended, that this was not tend the benefit of his privilege to twenty 
a narrow abstsact question,* which the others entirely unconnected with govern- 
jttdgea of rim-eourt of exchequer were as raent receipts. ^ Where one of the parties 
cdunpeitent to investigate as tl*at House, was indebted to the Crown, hc'-not only 
Itk«W,rfiVfect, a question of policy, how far paid 205. in the pound to him, but to all 
thfeFtVrdgativeoftheCrown^ieuJdll^MiP- those with whom he was cooneqi^id; knd 
^ Ibod, with respect to the property of the this to the exclusier^of every other credi- 
’ shbject. The consideration of such a point i tor. This t^as an iqjustKe which it ap- 
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peared the court of exchequer could not as a reason to induce parliament not to 
remedy; thd House,therefore, nras bound accedtto a hiotion, tending to the eluci- * 
to inquire into the subject. datiomof the subject. They did not call 

Mr. Courtenay argueH in favour 'of the on >the’learned gentleman to enter into 
commiuee. The complaint was, that, such arf undertaking. All they wanted 
^these extents were frequently issued in^ , was, to know what the court of exchequer 
properly* What did his learned frienll, had already done, and whether they pos> 
the solicitor-gcVeralj say in answer to thl^? i sessed power sufScient to put down those 
He stated to tl;p House, that, in several' dSuses, tlie existence hf which the learned 
cases, in whicls he had lately been eA- gOitleman opposite had not attempted to 
gaged, in the ^urt of exchequer, 'lie deny. 

proceedings ha«^.^eX stopped. This The Attorney Gt*ie; Ut di.sclaiined any 

a strong argument^rKiiwrour of inqlAry, mtentjon of answcringjbr tha proceedings 
since it proved that tlKtents had been im- of thiyjourt'bf exchequer, 
properly sued out. Mr. Pjonsonby said, it w'as absolutely 

Mr. Feter Moore supported the motion, necessary, for' the right tjyfiderstand- 
As a proof of the oppressive operation of Ing of the subject, that the rules of^.the 
extents in aid, he instanced the caseW a exchequer, with rcfierence to 

quaker, one of his constituents, who e)ad, ci^tcnts in aid, should be laicf before 
for ten or eleven hundred pounds piK- them. 

chased a freehoUf from a person who fillctii*'^ The House then divided: Yeas, 55 ; 
the situation of distributor of stampsi Noes, 70.—Majority 15. 

When the accounts of this distributor*’^ 

came to be investigated, he was found to * StLVER Coinage.] Tlie House liav- 
be very much in arrear. An extent issued, idHi; resolved itself into a committee of the 
and the poor quaker’s house was seircu'; wliWe House to take into consideration 
although, at the time he purchased it, tlie the wince Ream’s Message, 
distributor did not owe any thing to go- Mr. ‘*Wtlle^Py that in calling , 

vernmtfit. If the eftmmittee were ap- the attenK^n of the colfumittee’ to the 
’ pointed, he would bring the quaki?r before* Message of the Prince Re^.'rt, he should 
them, who |vould tell his own »£in, ^un- certainly, at that latc'hcsir, and dfter the 
Tarnished story. / * long discussion which had just been con- 

Mr. Smith, briefly replied. After eluded, occupy as little of its attention as 
which the House divide^: ‘ possible, ^^ut while he wished to reduce 

" For the Motion ..56 »what he ^d'to say into the narrowest 

, ^ Against it .;.. 65 compass, he felt that u^on a subject of 

** • such importance and magnitude he should 

Majority . 9 not treat the committee with proper re- 

Mr. Ponsonby then moved, “ That there Sjpect if he di^ not explain fhc grounds upon 
dje laid before this House copies of all which the Prince Regent had been advised 
rules in the court of exchequer, touching to direct a new coinage of silver, and the 
the issuliif‘i!l,C Efctents in Aid.” principles upon which it was proMsed to 

•k The Attorney General opposed the mo-, cajrry that measure into effect. The go- 
tion 8| improper, since every thing,' he ,vernment would not, he was sure, in the 
was convinced, would be done prompt^', opinion of parliame'nt or of the country, 
for the purpose of correcting those abuses have done their duty, if they had notsinder 
which were adnikted to exist. If those our present circumstances '\urned their 
v^ose bounden duty it was to put down attention to the state of the S9inage,jand 
this abuse, and to take care thsf extents employed every means in their power to 
were only applied for the fair recovei^ o^ put it on ^ proper footing. The circum- 
CrowQ debts, did not exert..themselves for stances in which we at present stood were 
that purpose, the right hoa> gentleman fortunately eslential\y di&rent from those 
mig^t then ^ing in a bill, or make any in which we had been placed for many. 
motion that appeared to him needksary. years palt. We wer^now at peace with 
Mr. Horner contended, that it was most all the world, a groat aUiiatioja bad taken 
unconstitutional for the attorney-general, place ir* the stale of our exchanges, io- 
or any other law officer of the Crown, to 'Stead of the balance of trade being uni- 
pledgw himself that the •court of exche- versalljs agginst us, as it unnapp^ had 
quer, or any othea court, would apply it-* been for a considerable Iffngth of tfaie 
•elf to the edrreoyon of ajiarticular ev3, during the late struggle, the exchange 
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with ftli the world was now in our favour. Conquest it was found to be 80» and the 
« The high price of bullion «ivhicirtduring silver coin then in circulation' was of the 
the war had been so cxtraordinm'jT and same standard fineness at which it is now 
unprecedented, and on the causes^: wjiich coined: the pound in tale was then equal 
there had been so much diifercnee of opi* to the pound in weight of standard silver, 
nion, and so many speculations, was now ^ivided into 20 killings, and eachshilling’ 
at an end; and the precious metuls had nto 12 pence or sterlings ^<i<(.b penny 
fallen to their natural level. Silver at the weighed one penny weidnt or 24 gr'ains. 
present moment was rather under This .was the division ol our money of 

mint price, and gold very near it. 'Iniis account, but the only sAcr coins made 
period therefore seemed peculiarly proper v^re pennies or ste rling s. In the reign 
for a general ravisijjfi of the state of our o^ £ldward 1st, money was first 

coinage, l^^iere were besides otl^r ch'- di^nisbed in and it had since, 

cumstanccs whiai imperiously ^ecom* from tim6 to time,yndergone various re¬ 
mended the adoption of such q n^asure: ductions, which altogether amounted to 
parliament had strongly expressed its opi- about two-thirds of the origiual weight 
nion that*tlie restriction of the cash pay« (the pound in talp being now less than it 
iiidnts by,the bank should not extst beygod wa^t the Conquest as 32 to 93); the last 
two ye^rs, the not which hud passed* fcL- reaction was in the 43d Elizabeth, when 
continuing the restriction being limilei t)(e pound troy was cut into 62 shillings, 
to that period, ancT the general sense ol^ At which it has remained'ever since. Silver 
the House having been most decidedly Uill the reign of Edward Sd, with he be- 
against its further renewal; 'a confident'' lieved a small exception in the time of 
expectation had also been expressed Qp alf Henry 3d, was the only precious metal of 
sides that measures should be taken Jby which coin had been made in England, 
the bank in th» interim to enable therw to Gold was gradually introduced into our 
resume their cash payments when re- cirefilation as trade and commerce in- 
striction act ceasq^and above a)l^uch an creased and the country became rich and 
’ influx 6f light ^reign .silver pouring powerful. The original staudarik of our 
in upon^SjjJr&f if some means were not gold coins was 23 carats 3^ grains fine, ^ 
used to. stop it^h^jnost serious loss and a caratderain alloy; this standard conti- 
confusion in our drcqlation must speedily nu&d unvaried till the reign df Henry Sth 
occur. Thu present moment therefore who intro\qced the pound .troj: for weigh- 
was on gvery account the filtest for exa- ing the preciou| metals (instead of the 
mining the state of our coinag^-, and plac^ moneyers or llochellq pound, whiclt was, 
ing it on such s footing as would enable 3 qualters of an-ounce lighter than the^ 
us to r*eturn to a metallip currency without troy pttond) and qoined gold at 22 carlKs 
being exposed to such inconveniences as fine and 2 carats' alloy, which was called 
the country had experienced in.former crown gold,and is now our gold standard, 
times., The committee werfe aware, tjiat Gold of both standards however continued 
there was not any gold coin now in circu- to be coined till 1663, and some gold of 
lation, that the silver of, the regular cur- the old standard (fdt bStl^ ^aitiJnrds cir- 
rency of the realm was so worn down and culpted together) was *111 mrcillation‘*a^ 
deteriorated, that it was not within 30 {>er late as the year 1732. As our gold 
cent, of its nominal value, and that it liacf ooins increased they became more gene- 
beci^ found necessary, to supply the defi- rally circulated, tli^ were from their first 
ciency in out silver coinage by an issue of appearance, coin of the i^alm,. their value 
bank toltewsi. Under these circumstances fixed and frequently clSnged by prock- 
it vA)uld be difficult and indeed impossible mations^and they were withdrawn from, 
to deciilu upon tlie principle on which our orithrowu into circulation by the rate at 
new silver coinage should be* regulated Vhifth it was found convenient in the 
without taking a view of the ^tate of our earlier reigns ^ fix them; at length they 
general coinage in ‘both tne precious were as ranch the current coin of the 
■" xn^als, and considering, what* bad been, realm as the silver coins, and though not 
ichat was, a n^.wh at oyght to be our stan- considered strictly as the legal standard 
4ar4«inaasu1re orValue. and equivalent of value they were yet 

« Tijq, iStandfird coin of this realm the. equally received in pwnjents. As the 
measure jO^ all exchangeable value,* the circulation of the gold coins, exjymdcd, 
settle to irJbiqkgU money priceS are refer- ,the difficulty of .regt^atw^. the relative 
Bed bad teen originally silver: at the pjricc of thp two metals^o each other, as 

• * ' 
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well as the difficulty of regulating the price 
of the coin» to their respective metals 
began to be teriously felt, and it appeared 
that considerable alterations had been from 
time to time made in our gold money, in 
'<^the hope of keeping the coins of both 
metals in circulation. James 1st found it' 
nec^ssarjt in tb| early part of his reign td 
diminish ^he we/ght of the gold coins to 
preserve the reh^tive value of tlie metals. 
He reduced thd^Sovereign of 20 shillings 
of the old standi'jd from 7 dwt. 4 grs. to 
6 dwt. lOj graite, bWd he also rose the 
price of gold twice ih B^^subsecjiient p#rt 
of his (reign. ,Charle:h2d, in the 15th of 
his reign diminished the weight of the 
gold coins still-farther. He reduced the 
Laurel from 5 dwt. SO^ grs. to 5 dwt. 9^ 
grs. and called it a guinea. The rU^ in 
the price of gold from the 2d of James 
to 15th of Charlp 2d, was about 32 p^ 
cent. 

The guinea coined by Cliarlcs 2nd in 
the year 1663, were denominated 20s. 
pieces in the mint indenture. But as 
the public were then disposed to mea¬ 
sure the value of every thing that might 
be sold, by the silver coins, which were 
in fact the only established legal standard 
and eqiHvalent of value, so considered in 
* all contracts and bargains, and all mer¬ 
cantile transi^tions, foreign and dj‘itMestjc, 
gold coin was not taken at the rate fixed 
by the roipt indenture, but apassed ac¬ 
cording to the price of g^ld bullion in the 
^ffitrl^t, and the pri<»e of gold became so 
high that the guinea in the year 1691^ sold 
for 30a-. The effect of this upon od^silver 
currency was to drive the good heavy 
milled silver to the melting pot, and to 
encourage the clipping and defacing the 
remainder of the silver coins ; the greatest 
inconvcnictidb bad consequently been felt, 
and it became evident that the country 
sufferec], the most severe loss from the 
traffic in the coins of the tfvo precious 
metals, from the influje of gold and the 
rate at which it V33 taken in reference to 
oifr silver coins, in settling the accounts 
of all foreign t».ercantile transactiiHis. Mr. 
Locke explai tlje pernicious effects^ of^ 
these practices in the cleargst manner in 
his “ Farther Consideratiossand he 
attributed the principal cause of the evil 
to tliS depreciated state of our silv* coins. 
But the true cause, Mr.,Pole said, was, 
that the two precious metals were equally 
current, and received in payments as coin 
of the-itealffl, that it *wa8 impossible 
to prevent their ’fiimtaatioa in price^ and > 


their throwing thereby the whole circula¬ 
tion of the country into confusion. 

Whdn thc*commiuee took into their 
consideration this short view of the his¬ 
tory of our circulation, he believed be 
should he anticipated in his opinion that 
it could not be expedient to allow the 
coins of both the precious metals to hn 
Equally legal tender, and /tandard money 
of the country to an urffimited extent. It 
had been the opinion of, he believed, all 
the eminent men who had written upon 
the subject, that there should be but one 
sAndaj^ measure of v^ue. J$ir William 
Petty, Mr. Lacke, and ^r. Harris, upon 
this pJmt Jiad all concurred. Mr. Locko 
says that money, as the measure of com- 
iberce, ought to be kept a« steadily and 
i^riablyas may be, but this cannot 
if your money be mndfe of two -Inetals, 
whose proportion, and consequently whoso 
■‘price, constantly varies in respect to one 
another. Sir William Petty declares 
there can be but one of the two pre- 
cious^metals of gold and s-ilver fit to be 
a matter of money. Mr. Harris observes, 
that only one of these metals can be the, 
monuy or stand#d measure of commerce 
in any diiuntry** In bHer times, after a 
farther cxp>^rience .of the evils 'arising 
,from the collision of Uvo„ standards, 
from the competition raised between the 
coins of the two paecious metals, these 
opinions had been strengthened by the 
writings of ^r. Alcorne and «Doctor 
Adam Smi^i, the late lord Liverpool, and 
lastly by the report of the bullion^ com¬ 
mittee. All these authorities had agreed 
that the standard measure of value, the 
standard coin of the realm should be com- 
postid only of one of the precious metals, 
lie believed, therefore, that it would be 
universally admitted, that there should be 
,but one standard coin of the realm, to be 
yt. \)nce the measure and equivalent of 
property. • 

On the next point, namely, wha^was 
the fittest metal fur that statfdari^ tnere 
had been much controversy. •Mr. Locke, 
Mr.T^Iarris, and several very eminent po¬ 
litical economists were very decidedly of 
opinion thit silver was the* precious metal 
most proper for the ytandard coin of the 
realm. Mr.^Locke says i^is the money of 
account ifnd measure of trade all through' 
the world, for alUcontm^s are every 
where n^gde and accoum^^t in silver 
coin; he is sure Jhey are so in Jingland. i 
BiA it should be recollected i!bat at the 
time these great authoritie»«4frote, 
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was the -declared standard coin of the 
realm 5 all sal^. of land, all mortgages, aH 
i; contracts we made witli rcferencd to the 
ultimate payment in silver; the most con* 
siderable payments in our internal trade 
were made in it, and our foreign ex¬ 
changes were regulated ^ it. Mr. 
Locke’s observation that in England he is 
sure all contracts are made in it, shows,^ 
that he felt it was -the received standard 
of value, and this doubtless had great 
weight with him. It is remarkable, “how¬ 
ever, that w'licnever be mentions silver as 
the only proper yaetal for the st^ndahl 
coin of the realm, he contents himself 
with the mere assertion. He ^layl there 
are many reasons for it, but he gives none; 
and it wohld be difficult to state any qua¬ 
lity that makes silver a fit metai for oom 
which does not in as high or a higher *ds!i 
gree belong to gold. Gold is equally noi 
mogeneous with silver. It is more precious/- 
takes up Jess rooia^ and -is more durable 
and certainly has proved tU b'e less fluc¬ 
tuating in value: though this has i)een 
controverted, the late lord Liverpool had 
^however satisfactorily, in Jiis opinion, 
proved iL The same authority exps^sses 
an opinion that had Mr.-uLocke lived in 
our days he would for the sam^reasons for 
which be pteSeared silver when he wrote, i 
now have given the preference to gold, and ' 
that he would have applied his principles to 
the facts as they now exist, and would have 
drawn ^is facts in coaforiaity to them. 
Upon this part of the subject ^ would be 
necessary to examine the history of the 
great silver coinage in. the reign of king 
William, and to trace the efiects which it 
. produced upon*- our circulation, and also 
' to showj^he progress of the gold cobs gnd 
the relative situation of the coins of both 
the precious metals by the law as it now 
stands; we should then be enabled to de¬ 
cide wlu'ch of the previous metals ou^h( 
to be declared to be the standard measure 
ofv^ue and legal tender for payment with- 
cut any^ linAation of amount. The late 
lord LiverfMWl stat^ the expense of the 
great silver coinage commenced in 1^95-6 
to have been 2,700,000/. and by a valuable 
document which has been preserved in the 
New Parliamentary History of England,* 
tbntaining the returns from die issues of 
•thf exdiequcr (Turing king Wiiliim’s reign, 
this estunatg^npears (0 be correct. The 
in'it^miyoAience vmich arose from |he mode 
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in which this reooinage was conducted 
was extremely distressing. The exchange 
of the new currency few the cld lasted se¬ 
veral years, and by the regulations for 
taking in the old money before the new 
money was coined the country was lefli 
•with very little silver circulation for a con¬ 
siderable time. It apppars rby ,Mr. 
Locke’s writings, that h« imagined the 
new silver coinage would- eftectualiy res¬ 
tore the currency to its/intrinsic value, 
and that it would infaljj^y bring the sil¬ 
ver bullion to the. ini^ pr?ce, and reduce 
tbgvalue^of theaig&ld coin to its proper 
relative rate to goi«ir He considered that 
the rise of the gold coin was principally 
owing to the silver currenoy being reduced 
in weight by clipping and other means so 
much, that its nominal was become very 
faymbove its intrinsic value, and he thought 
(«at restoring the silver currency to its 
original standard of weight, would pre¬ 
serve it, by rendering it impossible for the 
gold coin to be exchanged for it in the 
manner in which it had been while the 
silver was in a course of deterioration. 
Mr. Lowndes, on the other hand, con¬ 
tended against a coinage of silver upon the 
ancient standard of weight and fineness; 
he predicted that** the new coih would 
speedily be exchanged for gold, melted 
down*ayl withdrawn from the country, 
but although he maintained that silver 
was the onb proper metal for ^te standard 
measure of va4ic, yet he prapuaed to 
debase the silver coin by cutting irA; 
pouncl troy into 78 shillings instead of 62, 
whicb he considered as the only mode of 
retaining the coin in the country. Mr. 
Locke demonstrated that to debase the 
coin of the realm which was the legal 
standard of value, apd which by law, was 
at once the measure and d^oTValent oi 
preperty, would be to deduce the value 
of all property, and to defraud evfry man 
nrho had puCrchased or mortgaged, or to 
whom mohey was due under former con¬ 
tracts. In this opinkuj. the legislature 
appear to have concurred, and the silVlei 
jcojaagei>was accordingly proceeded upon 
wrthuut any alteration of die stan^rd 
eidier in weigld or fineness. Mr. Locke 
certainly wasavrong in his opinion, thaf 
the restoring the silver coin to its originai 
perfection would reduce the bullira to 
the mint price,.and produce the other 

f ood efiects he imagined. His o^oneat, 
owevev erroneous he might be in the 
ayatem he, rqcdaunradcd^^was certfunly 
taore correct. oa.UusefArt of the auhjeci 
than Mr. Locke. • * 
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What he wedicted happened. In a very 
few year* atVer this great silver coinage, 
wbicli amounted to above 688,000/. the 
gold had nearly drawn the silver coin out 
I of circulation. Although the legislature 
"^rad prohibited the sale of guineas at q 
nigher rate than 22 shillings, the gold 
faad^puraliased^up the greater part of the 
silver, and a very large proportion of the 
new silver coinage had disappeared. * The 
two precious mctftls were considered by 
the public as equally the standard coin of 
the realtn, and as .relative price of 
those metals continual^"fluctuated it'vws 
impossible coin of bo^h should continue 
in circulation. The gold being overrated 
the silver naturally disappeared, and as 
the silver was at that "period most cer¬ 
tainly the only standard measure of v^lue 
by law, and all payments were calculated 
in it, and as it w^s also more necessaryi 
than gold in the internal traffic of the 
country, a very considerable alarm was 
excited by its disappearance. All the 
distress and difficulty which had been 
felt previous to 1695 which had caused 
the great recoinage of silver, began to be 
again anticipated. Under these circum¬ 
stances, in the year 1717 the government 
applied**to sir Isaac Newton for his opi¬ 
nion as to the cause of Uie scarcity of 
silver coin, aqd as to the measus^s tvh^ch 
ought to be adopted to keep the remainder 
of the silver coinage in the country. Sir 
Isaa^ in a very able le^er in which he 
,'^ffiBfcti^ed the relative value of gol(^ and 
silver in every part of Che world, gave it 
as his opinion that the "melting dofm and 
exporting of the silver coin was occasioned 
by the gold coin being valued too high, 
and he rccomeuded the lowering the gold 
coin as the effectual remedy for the evil. 
At that period t^e guinea was sold for 
I/. U. 6J. and sir Isaac valued it at (fne 
pound and sixpence or eiglrtpence; con¬ 
sequently he considered it to be overrated 
lOrf. or a shilling; he proposed* however, 
that it should only be lowered sixpence 
af an experiment, and accordingly in 
j December 1717, the guinea was Sbclared 
by proclamation to be of the vaiuQ of 
21$. and it was ordered it should pass for 
that sum. This proclamation was the 
first get of the government which tedded 
to establish gold as the standard i&easure 
of value. By common* consent it had 
become the competitor with silver, and, 
of late years had caused its almbst total 
overthvow. b had nearly driiren the 
wbolie of tlw * aeir eoi&ftge from Iha 
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country; * and yei, excepting in the cases 
of the two acts of parliament in 1695, re¬ 
straining the &le of guineas to and 
afterwards to 22$. Gold, from the first 
coinage of guineas in 1663, had been 
left entirely out of consideration by go¬ 
vernment. It is most singular and re-, 
markable, that during all the fluctuations 
.of the price of guine^ ifi the market 
from 30$. to 21$. 6d. it continues in the 
mint indenture as a 20$. piece, so that at 
the tihie it sold for 30$. and when it was 
exacted that it should not be sold for 
more than 26$. and afterwards for mare 
than 22$. it ^'as coined under the great 
seal by tba mint indenture as a 20$. piece; 
nay, it so remained, when sir Is^ac New¬ 
ton was called upon, and the indentu]>e, 
^ifch rates it at 21$. is dated'ia 1718. 
argm the moment however, that the pro¬ 
clamation of 1717 issued, gold became, 
in fact, the standard measure of value, and 
has since bpen always ho considered, not 
\ only amo''.gH»tfR61ves, but in out foreign 
exchuAges, and our gold coins have ne^r 
since fluctuated in their price in circula¬ 
tion. Silver, instead of being a standard, ■ 
became,, as it were, mdtuly an assistant 
upon gold, and'*tias since been so.consi¬ 
dered boths^t home and abroad. Sir 
Isaac Newton^s recorameiiflathm fqspect- 
ing the guinea, may be said to have been 
therefore, the first step towards eflectually 
changing our, standard, and limiting it 
to one of tjie precious metals, a bircum- 
stance whiich certainly was not in the 
contemplation of that great man.* He 
appears to have been quite mistaken in 
his supposition, that loweripg the value of, 
the gold coin, would be the means of re-’ 
taimng the silver coin in the country. 
The fact was, that the silver coin con* 
tinued to disappear, and has never, re-, 
j-cotgircd the shock it received from tber 
ascendancy which tjie gold coin had at¬ 
tained, before it was declared to be legail 
tender as before-mentioned. ^ In tiNtth*' 
from the consideration of the^ucstion in 
the year 1717 to the present time^ it iuid 
been found impracticaolcto attempt a silver 
coinage, thf dread of the copipetition of the 
coins of the tviio metals if they circulated 
together as the*standard coin of the realm, 
and as equally legal tenders to an un-. 
limited amount, and tha example of the 
fate of the silver dOina 0 dM 0 flt«ie 695 pre¬ 
vented tite government frmn such an ^ 
tm^ertakiog, and* for a whole century the 
sUver cein^ had amounted to only. 
64<9|000k, and during the fll^six years «« 
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his present m^ijes^^s reign but* 64<,500/. 
hnd been issued {rom (he mint in silver 
coin of the realm ;"'thus the Silver Became 
as it were excluded from all large pay¬ 
ments, and in its wasted and deteriorated 
state it was merely used as change for the 
latter gold coips. 

Gold having in the opinion and prac¬ 
tice of the puU'c become the standards 
measure of value,^and all our exchanges 
being calculated by common consent with 
reference to our gold coins, this ’ coin 
which had been circulated by tale a^d 
not by weight had in the year 17<73 be¬ 
come very much diminisheif in val^re. It 
had been much reduced in weight, and 
by clipping ^nd rubbing had become so 
light that our exchanges were afiected 
and thg attention of parliamcntVas caHe(l 
to the subject, llie result was a comp^tfe 
reformation of our gold coinage; all tha 
old gold was called in and recoined, and 
by legislative enaStmenl an^ proclama¬ 
tion, the gold coin wpj* tn to be 

circulated by weighty and could nbirpass 
if the guinea was rcdiiced from 5dwts. 9g. 
the weight at which it stands in the mint 
indenture, to below 5dwt. 8g. agd other 
. coins in proportion. effect of this 

measure was speedily felt in jt most bene¬ 
ficial ^tinner, Snd it is mentioned by Dr. 
Adam Smith, that whereas the exchanges 
through Europe werefall against us before 
the gold coin was called^ in, they all 
turned In our favour the moment the new 
coin was established and hept to its 
regular standard weight. Dr. Adam 
Smith enumerates tbfe countries where 
tbit' effect was^ produced, and they com¬ 
prise all the considerable trading* natioifs 
of Euro{)e. Front this period till nhe 
stoppage of cash payments by the bank, 
there was little or no fluctuation in the 
prise of gold, dnd as in practice there ]vas> 
only one standard of ]|^aiue in the country, 
or in our foreign exchanges, the incon- 
venfeaces u^icb had formerly been expe- 
rienceibbj^tne difficulty of fixing the re¬ 
lative vain * of the two precious metals, 
or from the imperfect state of our coins 
were no longer felt. , 

From what lie had stated, the com- 
mlftec would perceive, thaf 1# was his opi- 
k. uioQ that goldvwas in fact tfce standard 
coin of the rcaliUi and that it* was fit it 
should bo'diniahMt parliament had enter¬ 
tained that opinion was obvious# because 
* the tnbuKBt the gold coin was reformei^iir 
177H Jlji? was established for 
pabi^ weight, an act had been 
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passed declaring* silver not to be a legal 
tender in coin for more than 2.5/. ; beyond 
that sum it was to be tendered as bullion 
at the rate of 5s.- per ounce; This was 
making gold the sole standard to an unli- 
tpited amount, and putting the silver^ 
iperely in the situation, as he hud before 
said, of an attendant upon )he goM. ^his 
measure was first adopted as an experi¬ 
ment *for two years, but it was renewed 
from time to time. In 1798, the act hav¬ 
ing expired, the late lord Liverpool ad¬ 
vised, that the coining of silver should be 
prfHibitcd until the whole subject should 
be fully considered by a committee of the 
privy council, appointed by his majesty to 
take into consideration the state of the 
mint and the coinage of the realm. An 
act .accordingly passed to prohibit the 
coinage of silver, which is still in force, 
and next year the act,of 1774, limiting 
silver coin as a legal tender to 25/. was 
made perpetual. The regular silver coin 
of the realm having been thus thrown out 
of circulation, it had become necessary to 
have recourse to a circulation of silver 
tokens, which were about 21 per cent, 
below their nominal value. If the com¬ 
mittee agreed with him that there should 
be but one standaifl measure of Irnluc to 
an unlimited extent, and that gold should 
be.detlascd to be the previous metal of 
which that standard was to be made, it 
would be necessary to decide M;itli respect 
to the principle upon which the gold 
coinage was to be conducted in fuW(?*\ 
there were, however, upon this subject, 
opposfleopinions. .Many persons thought 
that the gold coinage should be reduced 
■in intrinsic value, by deducting from it 
the cost of the workmanship, or taking 
what is called a brassage; tliis was ge¬ 
nerally practised abroad^ but*it had never 
been done in this country since the feign 
of Charles 2Dd. By the 18th of Charles 
2nd, since 'made perpetual, all bullion 
brought tS the mint by any individual, 
was returned in coin, weight for weight, 
without any deduction or charge, and the 
expens<?^of the coinage was defrayed , by 
.gbvfrnmcnt. Many however, were of 
opinion, that brassage ougiit to be taken, 
and among them were Dr. Adam Smith, 
Mr.^arris,'a«d Mr. Alcfaorne. But re¬ 
ducing* the intrinsite value of the coin, 
which was dcclaeed to be the standard of 
value, would, in his opinion, be fbducing 
the value of all property, and he should, 
therefore, propdse, to bohtinue f be gold 
coinage preicuely on ita' present footing; 
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indeed, the gold coin of this country was 
in such repu^ abroad, that he conceived 
it .would be highly injurious to our inte- 
• rests to make any cltangc in its weight or 
(fineness. It had been suggested to him to 
coin aOs. gold pieces, but several objec¬ 
tions occi^r.ed to this measure: 20s. pieces* 
woul^ be so nearly of the value of guineas, 
that they could not Veil circulate toge¬ 
ther. It would, therefore, be necessary, 
if 20s. pieces were coined, to re-coin all 
guineas that were brought into circulation. 
He had no means of ^tneertaiuing w4^t 
number of guineas were in the realm; 
but if they bore any proportion to the 
former circulation of gold, the operation 
of re-coining them wo^jd be extremely 
troublesome and expensive. In the year 
177i<, the gold in circulation amountea to 
about 25 ,loo, 000 /. sterling. It was esti¬ 
mated, in the year*lb05, by the late lord 
Liverpool, tlmt there were thirty millions 
of gold in the country, and it was known 
that sixty-seven millions had issued from 
the mint during the present reign: what 
part of that immense sum still remained 
within our shores, it was impossible for 
him to ascertai.i. It had been supposed, 
that most of it had been exported, but 
'whatever remained fur circulation must be 
soon re-coinech if 20s. pieces vverp issued. 

He would now, with the permission of 
the committee,, state the plan, upon 
which, under all tlie circugistanccs of the 
thought the silver coinage should 
De conducted. The standard finenels of 
silver had not been changed since tltletime 
of queen Liizabcth, indeed, not since the 
Conquest, excepting for short periods, 
when the whole of our moftetary system 
had been deranged. It was eleven ounces 
two penny weights fine,'to eighteen penny 
weights of alloy; •and the pound troy, 
from 43d Elizabeth to the present time, 
had been made into sixty-two shillings.* 
No man now, he believed, whw under¬ 
stood this subject, would* wish to have 
tbe<weight or the fineness of the silver 
coin at all chanp;ed, if it were to emtinue 
the standard coin of the realm to an uil^ 
limited extent, though Mi[| Lowndes, 
whom he had before alluded ^o, proposed 
to coin the pound troy into seventy-seven ^ 
shilling. But if gold was declared'to be 
the sole standard of .yalu|, and thereby 
became alone the established coin of the 
realm in all .payments beyond a small sum 
to be dgdned, ,alteration m%ht take 
place in the weiaht.^f pur, silver coins, 
without any de^rlo^nt to the publie: it 
IF 
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might be made a coin of cliange for the 
convenihnee of the country' and'a legal 
tender to a limited extent. It was now 
an admitted fact, that when the exchanges 
were very much against tliis country, it 
was qdite impossime to prevent bulUuu 
from being exported, anul the bullion, 
wy^ happened to beai^tue best price 
abroad, would certainly be sent there. 
All that could be done was to make the 
auxiliary coin so low as that it should not 
go out of the country in ordinary times. 
U^on this point he had the attfbority, not 
only of the late lord Liverpool, but of 
*Dr. Adan^ Smith, who suggested that it 
might be enacted tliat silver sljpuld not 
b6 a legal tender for more than the change 
of akguinesf, in the same manner as copper 
is'not a legal tender fo? more thhn the 
change of a shilling; this he thinks, if the 
silver coin was lowered in value, would 
effectually guard, us against gold ex- 
changingfgl-cllwe silver in coin than it 
wouldtfpffr^asc in^ullion, and he adds 
that .no creditor w<^d in this case be 
cheated in consequenc^f (fie high valua- . 
tion of silver in coin, asVo cremtor can 
at present be cheated in consequence of 
the high valuation of copper. If the pound 
troy of silver ^re coined inSo G6s. instead 
of 62s. and the diilerence betweeA the 
two retained as a seignorage, he thought 
such a coinage would answer all the pur¬ 
poses of change, and the intrinsio value 
sufficiency near the nominal value. 
Cutting the pound troy into 66s. v^uld 
give a protection to the coin above the 
bullion of about 6 per cent. Bullion must 
rise so much above the minf price, before 
coin ^ould be brought upon, a par with it; 
this, he conceived, would be a sufiScient 
protection, and an adequate means, he 
looped, of keeping the new silver coin in 
cij-ciflation; to reduce the weight further,, 
he thought unadvisaBle, as it would give,- 
encouragement to counterfeit coinerBar9S, 
the principle of the silver coiilbge 
be Jo circulate it merely for thQ^urpci8|$ 
of internal trade os change for gold, 
same manner as copper coins are now cir¬ 
culated as ^change forsilvA*.- |{e should 
propose to limie the ]egal tender of the 
new silver coinage to two guineas: this, „ 
he conceivdQ, would answer every pur¬ 
pose of convenience, •an^yyiat^ij^ainst a 
possibility ^if any traffic, in tbe^oms of the 
different precious jnetals,. let the selntive,i 
pric^ of 

present government silver coJlfUge in cit«,,. 

Lculation was, according to the best infor- 
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mation he could ticquire, about ^0 per i 
cent, b^low its nCmiuBl vafne; the bank' 
tokens 21 {>er cent.: the proposed new. 
coinage would be only 6 per cent. ^ This 
seignorage of ^shillings out of 66^ would 
pay the expehSe of the coinage/which 
was estimatetvat 2^ p^r cent., end leave a 
profit to goveriitnent of 3| per cent. 

He came now to the consideration of 
the most painful and difficult part df the 
subject, viz, that of the los-s which indivi¬ 
duals would sustain by withdrawing (jieu 
present silvtr coitjage out of cirtJulation* 
and substituting the new «?oia foi« it. It. 
was very difficult to ascertain* what was 
the quansity of silver currency at presept 
in.circulation' exclusive of the bpnk tokens. 
In thejrCar ISOi^, lord Liverpool estimflted 
the amount at 3,i)60,000i.; an estimate 
which he thought overrated. In that sum bis 
lordship estimated about a miiion sterling 
of half-crowns, of Vhich'jje bplieved there 
werescarcely any now uf cirdSteilon. In the 
reign of king Willian^ Mr. LowndCs esti¬ 
mated the silyer coinage at five millions 
and a half; an(l'4hough our population 
was now doubfed, he did not .think we 
had more silver in circulktion, though in 
addition to the chin o,L the realm 
3,40Q,DO(V. bSd been issued ia bank to* 
kens since 1811. It was to be recollected,, 
that in the reign of' king William, silver 
was a legal tender to an unlimited extent, 
and lat-ge payments were coufttantly made 
in it; in those^ days it was 4he practiee, 
as it*now is in some foreign countries, to 

E ay large sums by wdight in bagsofslli^r. 

Fpon the be^ view !)e had been able to 
take on the subject,'he was inclined to think 
that the amount of the silver coin of the realm 
in circulation was about 2,500,0001.; which 
, with what remained ofthe 3,400,0001. issued 
in bank iokensivhich'he estimated at pbout 
the same amount, iimuld make the total 
amount of the silver in circulation perhaps 
not^uite §ve millions sterling. In provid¬ 
ing Iot calling in of the old silver, that 
jAan which would be the most ranid. in 
its operation, would undoubtedly be the 
best. If tw^' millions and Half werp 
coined now, three-fourths in shillings, and 
oPe-fourth in sixpences, it^ould afford a 
coinage of tbh'ty-seven miltiops aud a half 
of shilli ngs, a nd twenty-five millions .of 
sixpencCb^iidy he trusted, that in seven 
inonths frotn the day the act •passed, the 
royal ftiint might be able to producejthbse 
a half millions ‘of pieces. In 
the year lo96, the royal mint, assisted by 
four otiiey mints, produced thirty million* 
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I of pieces in eleven months, this was an as- 
I tonishing exertion considering the difiicul- 
. ties that were to be encountered and sur¬ 
mounted, but now such was the improved 
state of machinery, that at the mint alon%" 
.he fluttered himself they might coin the 
sixty millions in seven months* 1% the 
coinage of 1698, grqat inconvenience and 
distriss was felt in consequence of all the 
silver being withdrawn, out of circulation. 
Another great evil arose from the circum¬ 
stance of a part of the silver being issued 
whfle thq coinag’^^as going on (the whole 
coinage lasted tour years).; for the coun¬ 
terfeit coiners took it as it came out de¬ 
faced it, and sent it back to the mint as old 
silver, by which-means government sus- 
taixed an immense loss, and that would be 
the case in a still greater degree now, if a 
similar mode were adopted, in consequence 
of the adroitness which now prevailed in 
counterfeiting the coin of the realm. 

He would now state the plan which he 
meant to propose; the public had for a 
very long series of years been left without 
any regular supply of silver coinage the 
conseqi^uence was, that the coin of the 
realm, uy wearing and thc|various accidents 
to which time inTallibly render! the pre¬ 
cious metals liable, must be very much re-* 
duedfl in its value, and yet yhe people bad 
no alternative but to receive it in circula¬ 
tion. It would therefore bOrlan extreme 
hardship to alkiw them to suffer for what 
might be called the*fauU of goyerl^meiti; 
He should therefore feel it his duty to 
propose the exchange of all the coin of the 
realm in circulation, however reduced 
it might be ip weight. From the danger 
of circulating the two precious metals as 
legal standard .poin to an unlimited 
amount, government bad abstained from 
dhy coinage of silver for near a century: 
it was, therefore not surprising, that much ■ 
base and foreign coin had got into circula¬ 
tion. Bihitcoujdnotbc expected that base 
or foreign coin could be received in ex¬ 
change for the new coin. In 1696 etcry 
^ing^as received into the mint except 
Sfse metal and copper washed with silver, 
and in conseqnence of this extreme lati- 
tudci and the circumstance of the issuing 
a part of the silver while the coin^ was 
going on, government lost upon that occa¬ 
sion,' as he had already stated, ‘above 
2,70b,000/. i pd if the same cohrse were 
pursuSd now it would be impossible to cal¬ 
culate the Idss that woald be stistiuned. 
But while on the oife hand, be was anx* 
iotn to prenrve the pt^Uc from to heavy a 
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loss, he was on the other, equally desirous would listen to it with the greatest atten- 
that indivic^als, particularly those of the tion. • With* respect to ihe withdrawing* 

E oorerclasses should sufleras littleaspossi- the old coin and substituting the new^for 
le. It was, he feared however quite iinpos- it, he did not think it f^uUT be attenued 
sible to prevent many personsfromsustain- with any diiHculty whiVth might not be 
- ing a loss from the calling in of the old overcome by arrangeme^tt and method, 
coinall that government could do wa*s lie sliould propose tha^^ no alteration 
to fhake* the burthen as light as possible, t whatever should take place with respect 
It would have beeif a desirable object to to our coin of any description, until two 
havehad the whole of the silver coinage [>re- millions arid a half of the new coin should 
pared and ready for issuing before he came be ready to issue fretm the mint, but 
to parliament, because then the exchange while the coinage was in progress, proper 
could have been made of tiie new for the Heps ,would be taken to eqable govern- 
old coin, almost instantaneousl/, and with ment to lodge it for tite circulation ; when 
very little cofnparativc inconvenience to' it wa$ ah prepared it might be exchanged 
individuals, ifhat plan, however, was im- simultaneously all over Great^Britain; a 
practicable; wo were ^ law prohibited •proclamaticn would he issued calling upon 
from coiiving silver at the mint, and there ali persofls to bring in their ojd coin to 
were also other acts of parliament in force be exchanged within ^ limited time and 
which must be repealed before any of the lie had no doubt that in a very few days 
regulations he hatl stated could take ef- the transfer might be completely eftected. 
feet; it was, therefore, absolutely neces- When the nev^oin got in citdilation it 
sary to open the case to p!i(Jbiament before would, of*’ 0 .iCrsc, supersede the bank 
any preparation for coinage could be tokens*'which wo'Sdd be brought to the 
made. With the view, however, to se- mint to be rccoineiA and which be trusted 
cure individuals as far as possible from might be replaced fery great rapi^ 
loss, it was intended in the exchange of dity. According to ]>laii the com- 
the coins to receive all the silver that could mittec ^ould «6ce that the inconvenience, 
be recognized to be o£ the coinage of the that would resqlt.from withdrawing the 
royal mint to examine what was offered,, old coin froTti circulation* before* Jhe new 
as such in tlie most liberal and ^indulgent one was ready for delivery would be 
manner, and*where any doubt existed^ to avoided. Individuals would not have far 
decide in favour of the intyvidual. It to go to get their old coin changed. He 
might appfar difilcult to ascertain the ge- hoped that Inch arrangemonts would be 
jp^Uj^ncss of coin so.defaced as ours was, /nade as ^ render it unnecessary for an 
'but he believed there were persoifi who, ■ individual in any case to go nio^p than 
would be able to deterqiine it with^olera- fifteen or twenty miles for that purpose, 
ble accuracy. For the purpose of still It had been said that tftev ought to issue 
further securing poor persons from loss, it llie new coin during the progress of the 
had been suggested to him* (and he now coinage, and not to wait till the whole 
threw it out for the consideration of the was complete, but he was quite convinced 
committee),•that it would be advisable to that such a measure would he attended 
limit the legal tedder of shillings to thsce, , with immense loss to the public, because 
and of sixpences to the sapie number in thfi new coin Would be immediately de- 
any oife payment from the* passing wf *faced as it came ouf, and brought back to 
the act, till the proclamation issaedfor ex- be changed as old silver, and it would be 
changing the coyi, by wWch means a poor impossible to detect the inipSsturfi. The 
parson would not be compelled to receive proclamation to be issued foPexcliangpn|f 
many of the doubtful shillings owixpen- the coin, would limit the period of the, 
ces at one time. If, for instance, a wol^Jc- exchange: when that period expired, the* 
man had sixteen or eiglite^p shilling to* old coiiiArould be no fonger a legal 
receive as wages, he would^uot be under tender, but wftuld bp liable to be cut if 
the necessity of taking more than *hree . offered in jjayment, ani^ the pTinci\ i]>»- ^ 
shilliitgs, or three sixpences, and raV^t de- upon whiSli the new silver coinage was to 
mand the rest in tokens, which the bank, j circulate, would be ey fav -ggA .from the 
of course, would pay on (!emand. ! date of g proclamation to iie issued for 

He wished gentlemen would torn tliis that purpose. TJie subject wuuU then be* 
subject in their minds, and if any other en3\>owe^d,to bring silver bullion to the 
plan occurred to them better calculated , thint for coinage, as he wafUlidcr th^^ct 
to attmn the ebje^ they had io view, ha of Charles 2nd,, but the seignorage of four 
(VOL. XXXIV.) Y (3 Q) . * 
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shiHings out of the iikty-six shillings, into 
• which the -pouiM troy was 'in futflre to 
b^cut, would be retained from him. 

'The committee would observe that he 
had aaid nothing with respect to Ireland. 
It was at first intended that 500,000/. of 
the Dew coin ffiiould be sent to that part 
of the United'Kingdom, but upon con-, 
sideration that plan was abandoned. In 
Ireland the bank tokens in circulation 
were coined by government; they were 
by act of parliament made a legal tender, 
in the payment of all taxes and dutjes till 
the expiration of'the baqk restriction; 
they were then to be received by the 
tellers of fhe exchequer, and coins of the 
realm exchanged; under these circums 
stances it. was not thought necessarynto 
interferfe with the^ circulation of Ireland, 
till the expiration of the bank restriction 
act. 

He should not tcouble, the committee 
any longer, except to for their 

indulgence. He shoq/'d be happy^e. give 
any explanation tli^ might be required 
^either now or Hurijig the many opportu- 
inties that would occur while tiie bill was 
. in progress. K the committee slfould ap- 

J rove of the resolutions which he should 
ave tjre honour to propose, he should, 
bring in the bill, move for it to be printed, 
'and then let it lie o^ter for consideration 
-till after the holidays. Mr. Pole then 
concluifed, with moving the following Re¬ 
solutions: viz. 1. “ That it i| expedient 
that all silver (^>in, plate, or bullion, o^ 
silver, in mass, molten^ or alloyed, or any 
manufacture of diver, be permitted to be 
brought to the mint, in pursuance of any 
proclamation to be issued by his majesty, 
and melted and coined into current silver 
coin of this kingdom, of a standard, in 
fineness, of eleven ounces two penny, 
weights of fine silver, and eighteen piftny 
■weights of alloy, in the pound troy, and 
in vs^aght, after the rate of sixty-six shil- 
^lings ta evili-y pound troy; and that there 
be^elivered a sum in silver cbins, aft^r the 
^ Tate of sixty-two shillings of the standard 
fineness and weight aforesaid, for every 
pound troy of‘silver so bought and that,*^ 
for the defalcation q/r dimitmtion, and for 
^gtbe charge fgr assaying, ^oinage, and 
waste in coinage^, there be ret/Fincd at the 
mint th e ^ a ii iuc X four shillings for every 
pottnd troy 4 )f such silver, whiq^ shall be 
* so brou^t as aforesaid, 

2. ** Hiat it is expedient the sflver 
c^D of thlT^ttlm, heretofore coined and 
now cimrt^t, be permitted to be brou^t 
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to the mint and exclianged for new silver 
coin, according to the denqpiiaation for 
which such old silver coin shall have here¬ 
tofore passed. 

S. That, provision be made for de¬ 
fraying the loss arising from the deficiency 
and re-coinage of the silver coin of the 
realm, and also the charges and expenses 
of melting down, casting, assaying, and 
re-coining the same, and all other expenses 
incident thereto. 

4. “ That it is expedient that provision 
be made for regulating the currency of 
th4 gold and silver coins of this realm.” 

’ Mr. Baring adverted to tfiat part of the 
speech of the right hon./gcntleman, in 
which ho had lightly touched a point of 
much importance, namely, the assumption 
that'gold coin had, within the last seven¬ 
teen year.s, become the standard of value, 
lie entered into some detail of the state 
of the currency abroad, and of the com¬ 
parison betw'i^ the quantity of gold and 
silver, coiitenuing that in England gold 
was dearer than silver, and consequently 
of more difficult circulation by 4 per cent. 
He thought it of great importance that 
the country should be aware of the inten¬ 
tion to make then gold coin tVe legal 
standard of value, and to shut the door • 
against silver being considered so. Cer- 
taihly gold would be the %ore perfect 
standard, iClit could be attained; but be 
feared that silver being more 'practicable 
would, in point' of |act, bo the stirnd^vd 
of vdiue, notwithstanding any legislative 
enacUKieiUs. Besides, as a silver circula¬ 
tion could be more easily established than 
one of gold, the resumption of cash pay¬ 
ments by the* bank could be more con- 
vonicotly'and expeditiously made in the 
former than in the latter. T<he number of 
guineas at present in the country would 
form but a sliglit objection to a change he 
proposed, viz, that of issuing twelity shil¬ 
ling golth pieces, instead of the present 
guinea. The r%ht lion.„gentleman might 
not know the amount of the gold coin, in 
4hc coontry, but he believed it not to ex- 
cyed half a million. 

Mr. Ponsemby suggested that the rela¬ 
tive value Olathe copper currency must bt 
afiected by the proposed regulation witii 
regard to the new silver coinage. * 

Mr. JIuskisson did not think any evil 
could arise from the improvement m the 
relative value of silver to copper. He 
was strongly of opinion that gold ought to 
be retained as the gt^ra! and legal mea- 
,«ure of value. ^ • 
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Mr. Iforner acqtnesced in most of the 
principles had beard laid down, but 
could not help expressing his doubts of 
the success of this measure during the 
continuance of the bank restriction, un- 
^ less the bank should adopt a diiferofit 
principle from that on which they had 
bitlTerto acted. He apprehended that no 
precautions would prevent the new coin 
from being melted. It was a matter of 
great doubt witH him whether, in the 
present temper and circumstances of the 
lower orders, this was a favourable period 
for a new experiment on thljir peace, 
or for imposfig an additional hardship* 
upon them. Hie would not pre^ this 
consideration further, bi*t it was evident 
that the poorer classes including the |mall 
shop-keepers must be the principal suf¬ 
ferers, and he hoped this had not failed to 
attract due attention on the part of go¬ 
vernment. 

Mr. Giddy preferred gold to silver as a 
standard; every body knew that this 
standard must be arranged by weight, and 
this could be done with more facility in 
the one metal than in the other. He also 
thought that the currency of Ireland 
might be assimilated na that of England. 

mt. ISankes complimented Mr. Pole for, 
the manner in which he had iptrpduced 
this questiofi. He, however, concurred 
in the opinion of Mr. Horner, that this 
was not a moment in jvhich panic and 
.r.kwA should be scattered abroad among 
the people. The greatest caution Ihould 
be observed in this re%pect. He*(inought 
that until the bank resumed its cash pay¬ 
ments, gold should not be fixed as the 
only standard. 

The ('hancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that ministefs had not been insensible to 
the delicacy of ttfe measure under the pre-, 
sent circumstances; but it*was one, not of 
choice but of necessity. From the pre¬ 
sent cheapness of silver, thei« were no 
other means ot prevonfing the country 
Isom being inundated with fabricated 
pieces, the continuance of whaeh must 
daily increase the evil. 

The resoIutionE were theji agreed fo. * 

• HOUSE OF COMMON.S. 

Fridayf May 31. 

Alibit Bill,] Eord Castlereagh 
moved, that the adjourned debate on the 
AlietWBill should be resumed. 

^rd Milton^ said, that under the ope% 
ratitm of tbe1}il],^ it now stood, ao-alt^ 


woman, being married to a natural, born 
subjedt, might be sent ouEdf the Iringdom,, 
He thought it advisable to guard agaibst 
such an abuse, and wisl ed, tlierefore, Vo 
introduce a clause setting forth^ that no- 
thing in the act sliould^e con^ued to 
extend to any femme couv>erte, she being 
,an alien, whose husband waSs'S natural born 
subject. 

Lord Casilereajsfi thought a discretion 
upon that point might safely be left in the 
hands of government, and that it would 
(fhly he embarrassing the opqtations of the 
bill with needless enactments, to insert the 
clausd proposed. 

Lord Folkestone said, that the noble lord 
objected to the clause, nut that*it tied. up 
tI>o hands of government, but b^causb he 
wished to have entire discretion sftid con¬ 
trol. The bill was a measure of hardship 
to aliens, whether meant so or nut. Cases 
of abuse bad b^n stated over and over 
again, .andnot been denied or an- 
swer»')k' Persons’ bad been sent out of 
the country for immorality; one person 
had even been senr'tgway by mistake for 
another person ; and thfsdiad not been de¬ 
nied. Tlie bilk might be n^ie the means of ^ 

I gross oppression to.aliens who hndlsrought * 
their familic^,and property to this country, 
who had resided here long, who hatmll their 
interest in thiscoun^ry.andrnightbeexpos- 
ed to the insinuations of a rival in trade. It 
was an inmdlitic measure and in contra- 
,diction tolhe old policy. The noble lord 
read the preamble of an«act drawi^up by 
lord Somers, in tlie time of queen Anne, 
for naturalizing foreign Protestants. 
Thougli it was ufterwardk repealed, yet 
th^ preamble showed the sentiments of 
those days. It stated, that the increase 
of the people advanced the public strength, 
and that many Protestant foreigners woiitd 
cdhio to reside here,'if they received iJie 

{ irotection of naturSl subji^ts. That po- 
icy was well repaid. We were fowi^rly 
the champions of ProtestantSm apoofge¬ 
neral liberty; and those foreigners IpqWd' ‘ 
to us with regard and aflection who had 
shaken off monastic and despotic rul^ 
He was/descended frodi a stock who 
fled from persecutign, and fopod protec¬ 
tion here. ^From the fos^ring hospitality 
of this cdUotry, every thing that he or fes 
family had, oy wer« fikeiy .|:o.j||gye> was de¬ 
rived. ,The passing m ^is bill would 
.make it appear qs if those who ijadreceiv* 
eff protection had sHbw’ii them¬ 

selves unworthy of it. “©ft' tbs •'^itnes 
were indeed tirntged. We had re-estab- 
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lished the pope, and the inquisition, and 
^ the hous^ ef, Baurbon, the <ud and con- 
' st^t euemy of toleration, and had con* 
iii|red.M.the persecution of the Protestants 
in Frande. The object of tlie bill was to 
establisJi. a pow^ unknown to our laws and 
constitution, Put the present policy, it 
appeared, bad a view to the possibility of, 
the French f^overuraent being affected by 
aliens residing in this country, alt was 
quite novel fur the British parliament to 
legislate for the support of the government 
of France. lie protested against tl^c blK 
in toto • • f 

Sir S. ItimUly said, that as thu bill 
stood, the liome secretary could’send out 
of the country an alien woman married to 
a natural born subject, and event the mo* 
thcr of iEiiglislimeM. Tlic question was, 
whether such a power should be granted i 
The only reason he could learn for it was 
that as a former proposition of amendment 
had been rejected, so ougW;. 4 ji 2 e present. 
Because ministers said they wer^e.* jjkely 
to abuse the powers /fliey asked for, was 
the House to eimhleyChcm to do so if they 
chose i ’i'lie povudr had been abused in 
various cases; one cose qf a nmn who 
' had lived here jlfty years, and had made 
his property in ^his cijuutry._<-lt must also 
be admCited, tlint persons had been sent 
away at the instance of a foreign minister. 
When these abuses were seen, would the 
House ,gi'ant ministers this enormous 
power ? There was no objection to the 
clause, but the wisii of the noble lord to 
retain Ihe whole power, of the alien act. 

The House divided: for the clause, 31; 
against it, f;l. •- , . 


List of the Minority. 


Abercrombie, hon. J, 
Barham, Jus. 

Bemiet, hon. Tl. G. 
Brand, lion. Thej. 
Brougham, lierfry 
Browns I). 

^ CaUTaft,^Johdr 
''Bbiiloner, Robert 
Ourwen, J. C. 
“Suacannon, vise, 
Cra)iq.l.p. « 
Grehfcll, Pascoe 
Hdluer, Francis 
^^^es.W.L. ( 
Hursit, Rbbt, 

Jones, Johoi. 
I«1c,ihoa. £d., 


Lemon, sir W. 
Matthew, hon. gen, 
Molynenx, II. II. t. 
Idorpeth, vise. 
Newport, sir John 
North, Dudley 
Ossulston, lord 
Preston, 7t. 

Parnell, sir II. 
llomilly, sir Sam. 
Tierney, rK^hgii. G. 
Ward-hom^.W. 
•Wynn, sir W. W. 
Wynn,Cc^. 

Tei.lers, 
Milton, vise. 
Lyttelton, ban. W, 


Mr. s^f.Pf Grant said, that he had sin 
ara^mentij^ropose. His dbjSct was, 
tn prevent ,^:|ag45ter in whoee hapde 
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this extr«<H-dinary power, trasto'be vested 
from sending back any un^tunate fo- 
reigner who had fled from persecution 
into the jaws of the danger he had escaped. 
He was well aware that this would be op¬ 
posed. His amendment in substance was, ' 
that whenever a foreigner was to be sent 
out of the country under this &ct, 
he should be allowed to elect the port 
or place to which he was to be con. 
vcyed, provided tlic means of transport 
were to be found in any part of Great Bri¬ 
tain or Ireland. 

Uord QastlereaftJi thought the amend- 
cidut quite unnecessary, as jk was impos- 
sible ministers could liaveai^ rational mo. 
tive for abusing the trust committed to 
them, and rx; they always acted on their 
constitutional responsibility. 

Mr. Lyttelton conceived the House 
ought to be ashamed of rejecting every 
thing whicii was proposed with a view of 
mitigating the despotic powers conferred 
by the bill. He was himself acquainted 
with one case of groat hardship, that of a 
M. Befort, who, having come from Franco 
with a passport signed by the noble lord 
last year, had been immediately ordered 
to return, although his whole fortune, 
which was not incoiiHulernhle, was in this 
'country. This individual could not be 
supposed a great friend to Bubnaparle; for 
he had lost ijiree sons by the conscription, 
and had a daughter married to an Knglish. 
man resident here. This was an additkw*?^, 
proof'why such a.power should exist no 
wherextbut least of all in a free country. 

Mr. Bennet begged to ask Mr. Adding, 
ton whether, as this was a transaction im- 
mediately belonging to his oilice, it was 
not his intention to communicate some ex. 
planation of it to the House. •• 

iiir S. llomilly conbrnred the statement 
' made by the hpn. member who spoke last 
but one. 

Mr. Addington protested against the 
practice of throwing out random assertions, 
anil requiring an immeiiiate answer to 
them. iMe defied any hon. gentleman to 
proye that unnecessary rigour had been 
‘use^in guy case, or that the person whose 
name was last‘mentioned had been sent to 
France for tbe purpose of being exposed 
to danger. 

Mr. Abereromhie said, the right hon. 
gentleman seemefl even to deny the right 
of tbe Hpuse to. call for explanation. It. 
was. in tnanner an act was to bq car- 
^ried whiqh affected the JlU}erties anddearest 
ofJiietweenSOfi^i&iOOOpersoiis,, 
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He believed dte trae reason of the right 
lion. gontleiD^ not furnishing them with 
any mformation was, that he was not at ali 
informed upon the., subject. He looked 

upon the bill as introducing a new princi¬ 
ple of legislating h>r the internal tranquil¬ 
lity of foreign states, and he could under-*! 
stand it in no other way than as emanating 
from a concert between the noble lord and 
foreign ministers. This then was one of 
the fruits of tlie ndble lord’s negociations, 
that we were to become the assistant po¬ 
lice-officers of other governments. . 

Mr. AUfiinatim vindicated hitiAelf f rofa 
the charge of Ignorance. It was 
slble for liim.tu S^ive an intuitive knhwedge 
of what was passing in the offiae of hiwcol- 
league. * 

Lord Milton thought that as, according 
to the right lion, gentleman, the cases were 
very few in whicR this power had been 
put in force, it niiglit be possible, without 
intuitive knowledge, to have some infor¬ 
mation as to one of these few cases, and 
this a very recent one. 

Tile amendment was negatived without 
a division. 

Mr. Ponsonhy then submitted a clause, 
enacting that there should be laid before 
• parliament, at the commencement of every 
session, an account of the number and a 
description of the persons sent out of fhe 
country under this act during (he preced¬ 
ing year. * 

^ Castlereagh no reason for 

adopting this clause. It-was aIways*com- 
patent to any member tp move for rt» pro¬ 
duction of papers when necessary, without 
making it u matter of course, or unneces¬ 
sarily proclaiming to the wbrld every act 
of administration. 

Tlie claust^was negatived. 

ifir a. Homitly rftoved, that the continu¬ 
ance of the act be limited to one year in¬ 
stead oftwo, • • 

Mr. Horner trusted that the supporters 
of the measure wpuld see ‘the propriety of 
acquiescing in this amendment, as he could 
not suppose they acted from a bli»d coa- 
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tion which it bad been the pride/f our 
ancestch'S to afford them, /fhe bil/vvas a , 
disgrace to tlie character /of the countfV, 
and the manner of passing! it a disgrace tb 
the character of that Hou^e. J 

Lord Cnstlereagh said,' it' wqisld~hte 
equally open to parliament to cojcfsider the 
question next session, whethef'the act was 
to continue in force for one or for two 
years. He was not aware that ministers 
had been backward in assigning the rea¬ 
sons which induced them to submit the 
m^asurp to parliament. , 

Sir James >Mackintash observed, that 
there was a material difference between 
renewing‘*and repealing a bill. In the 
fbrmer case the burthen of proot*lay uppn 
miuisters. * There was no act qf his fife 
upon which he more sincerely coRgratu- 
lat^d himself than on his opposition to 
this monstrous and tyrannical measure—a 
measure the ag^ts int which could only 
be protectedjjy^ternal secrecy, and the 
effect f'f'which was to introduce lettres de 
cachet instead of writs of habeas corpus, 
and to establish the inquisition instead of 
the trial by jury. 

Mr. could no» conceive why 

the bill should con^nue e^ctly for two 
^years, as, by tije conventions, the occupa¬ 
tion of the French fortresses was to'conti- 
nuo for at least tlirc^ years. 

Lord CasUereagh said, the bill would 
expire in Jul^ 1818, and the cowventioti 
ijiight cea^ with respect to the French 
fortresses in the November following; so 
that if it should appear necessary to ex¬ 
tend the duration of the bill to the same 
period, .under the circunfktances which 
miglit then exist, parliament would have 
the opportunity of renewing their precau¬ 
tionary policy. 

^ Mr. Brougham submitted that the no- 
bleSord had now betraj’fed.his real wish to 
perpetuate the mealure. ^be whole of 
ins arguments were founjjtadLjpn coopera¬ 
tions of foreign policy. He' par>< 
liament to glVe the government the povA'i" 
of dealing arbitrarily and tyrannicallji with 


fidence in the ministers of the Crown. [ persons not plotting against our {govern 

I_1 _^1_j _• t !_1. _i_ Jt _ 


He hod patiently waited, but in vain, for 
some explanation from tiie qpble lord of a 
law which was a reproach and a stain on 
the (4iaracter of the country. Nothing, 
however, was advanced b^ond this—that 
from mere confidence in*the noble lord, 
such as they knew him ■ to be, they were 
to dep^ from the ancienwlaw and policy 
of the country ,\»d^thdraw .from stran¬ 
gers that hospitab^ and getierotis recep-,! 


ment, bu^upposeufto be dhgaged in some 
plots against tireir ovip. He conjured tlie 
House to p^use before tjiey gave 
final sanction to a bill, the object ofwbi^ 
was neither more nor lqg%.t}>!'^/o enable 
foreign grjnccs to exercise,an arbitrary 
power over their subjects resident in fins * 
reaTm. ]B[.eJeould have wished* tha^dr*^ 
sons conversant with' the opdAtion nf^df; 
former alien deli coidd bare been examined ‘ 
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as to ils cftects. He could at least have 
, wished iftiat tI)S*Metnorial8 o/*a gentleman 
lathly in the aliet' office, and whom, though 
he differed with him in politics, he res¬ 
pected for his fwness, and manliness—he 
mWit-^lIr. Joh/ Reeves—were before the 
House; The opinions and experience of 
that gentlenian, he understood, were dis-ii 
tinctly against the bill. 

Mr. Swan spoke in support of the bill 
being made annual. 

The House then divided on the amend¬ 
ment. Yeas, ,29; Noes, 79. I * 

On the motion fAr passing«the bill, 

Mr. J. W. Ward professed himsAf not 
unfriendly^to such powers being'vested in 
th^ crown on extraordinary occasions, but 
frodi what had passed it was hnpossihle 
not to Oppose that some gentlemen were 
for permanently engrafting them on tlie 
body of the constitution. Every thing 
that placed an individual under the un¬ 
controlled, irresponsible pntMHf of govern¬ 
ment was in itself an evil, unjustifl^ie on 
any principle except that of saving us 
from still greater evils. To say that in 
the i9th centu^ you should put an end 
to privileges eidpyed even if» the f4th, ap¬ 
peared *most ndiculous. No such mea¬ 
sure h^l been thought of ia'the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, nor when a numerous 
party in favour of thp pretender existed 
in the very heart of the country. In all 
the debates which took place*on the alien 
bill in 1793, the measure was sqlely rested 
on the,crimes anfi dangers of that eventful 
period. But what antdogy was there be¬ 
tween that period and the present i He 
was anxious tKat the constitution-should 
resume its ancient course. He was sorry 
an opportunity should be given of saying, 
that though England, rdying upon her 
strength, once dared to be generous, yet 
that she daredj^ be so no longer. * 

Mr. Lockhr^t reviewed the progress of 
Jaco^ical sa'-th’^ents from the year 1793. 
He allulbd'to the opinion of sir J. Mack- 
’'^Qsh in 1^1, when defending Pe\)ticr« 
J^at those principles would never be re¬ 
nounced by those who had once imbibed 
them. He defended fte bill, fre^n a con¬ 
viction of its necessity, and'tfiat ministers 
jKpuld never abjise the powejs vested in 
them to provide for the publid security. 
These «WQSfih.extr 3 ordk)ary times, and he 
felt that extraordinary measures were still 
*neceS8ar> 

Thfli bill was then passed, ,. . * 

St!^. asked if the noble lord 

Mid the faOQ, gedtlemea .opposite were 
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aware that the provisions of the bill did 
not extend to Ireland? [No^ answer was 
givenj. 

Mr. Brougham was sorry that his right 
hon. friend had risen to give the gentle- 
then opposite any information on the sub-* 
Ject. The fact was, they know yery little 
about the bill. They would now, however, 
he supposed, take es()ecial care that a ne\v 
bill should be brought in to remedy the 
defect his right hon. friend had noticed. 

ScATE OF THE PUBLIC FINANCES.j 
Tfie ordc^ of the day being read, 


ML J. P. Grant rose an 
Houf 


Hi. J. B. uran 
ufa as follows; 

3iP:-s-I;i''Tising 


•) 


addressed the 


SiF:-s-Iii''Tising to submit to the House 
the resolutions of whicli I formerly gave 
notice, relative to the State of the Finances; 
1 cannot but feel that l*may be liable to 
some imputation of presumption in under¬ 
taking to discuss a subject of such impor¬ 
tance and extent. I sincerely regret that 
it has not fallen into abler bands. But, 
with the views I entertain of it, 1 should 
have thought myself deficient in an indis¬ 
pensable duty, if 1 had Ueglectcd to call to 
it the attention of idie House and* of the 
country. All that I can promise the 
House is, that 1 will discuss it with as 
much brevity as is consiften't with clear¬ 
ness in the detail which it is necessary for 
roe to submit to^you. 

That the country ip in a state of dwper. 
ralleled financial difficulty is admitted 
on aM* hands. .The right hon. the 
chancellor of the exchequer himself ad¬ 
mits that the expenditure of the year 
must greatly fexceed the revenue; and 
this, Sir, will be th^ case, not only in the 
present year, but in future ^ears, unless 
some means be fallen oil either most ma¬ 
terially to relieve the expenditure or to 
raise the revenue. If my motion shall 
produce other effect than to convince 
the House and the country of the impera¬ 
tive necessity of adopting a scale of eoo- 
msmy adequate to the exigencies of our 
I si^a'tian, 1 shall think that a great object 
^ has^een obtqjned. But it is not partial 
and trifling sayings that will do, however 
necessary every degree and sort of econo¬ 
my undoubtedly is. It will be seed that 
nothing can sav^us from the utiqpst finan¬ 
cial difficulty and distress, but a large 
and comprehensive system of retrench¬ 
ment. How fit any deg%e of eoonomy 
will do, it will be for tlie House to deAer.) 
fimet Btttt^twe cataet'go on at the 
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the present 3 ’’ear, anaounrtng to the sum of 
405,240/. 9s. lOd. 

4. “ Thfft, exclusive of the expense of 

the barrack department in Ireland, which 
forms a part of the above sum of 
8,504,1067. 9s. Sd., voted for the army, an 
estimate has been presented of the ex* 
pence o? the barrack department during 
the present year, which amounts to the 
cum of 176,6267. 

.5. “ That the ^extraordinary expenses 

of the army, for the present year, may be 
estimated at 1 ,*500,000/.' \ 

6. “ That tlie said severak sums,of 
6,504,10()/. 96. 8</.;—405,240/. 9s. i(V/t 
176,626/.,—and 1,500,000/, formin> the 
total expense of the army for the p'rpsont 
year, amount to 10,587,972/. ^9s. 6r^ 

7. “ That, including tlie sOrft of 
67,205/. 9s. lOr/., for the .service of Great 
llritaiii in 1814; nnd ot 16,851/. 13s. id. 
for the service of Great Britain in 1815 ; 
and of 19,.'’.84/. 126. 3d., for services in 
Ireland in 1815, but exclusive of tbe ord¬ 
nance military corps in Trance; there has 
been voted for the charge of the office of 
ordnance, during the present J'ear, the 
sum of 1,696,185/. 3s. 2d. 

8. “ Thai the miscellaneous services 
, of the present year, may be estimated at 

the sum of 2,0(j0,0(X>/. 

9. “ Thi't there has been votcdlToriho 
interest and sinking fund on cxc|jequcr 
bills outsttinding, during the fresent year, 
the S 4 im of 2.260,000/. • 

10. “ That tlierfi lias been voted for 
discharging ceitaln annuities, grapted by 
two acts of the 37tli aiTil 42nd ycaiSof his 
present majesty, t he sum of 174,681 /. 25. 6d. 

11. “ That there has been voted for 

paying off debentures i.ssucd in pursuance 
of two acts ,of the 5fhl year of his pre¬ 
sent majesty, and the interest due thereon, 
the sum of m.OH.'i/. * 

12. • “ That there is jtayable to the 
bank of England, ppon exchequer bills 
outstanding, and falling due during the 
Ijresent year, the sum of 1,.500,000/. 

13. “ That there must be provided, 
during the present year, to disch^gc the 
debt due to the East India company^ the* 
sum of 9 45,491/. J 3s. 4d • 

14. “ That the said •several suras," 

forming, so far as the same can at present 
be ascertained, the expenditure to be de¬ 
frayed by Great Britain,.exclusive of the 
charges on the consolidated fund, but in¬ 
cluding the proportion of^the safd expen¬ 
diture payable* under the treaty of union 
by Ireland, ,amo9nt to the sum of* 
30,085,761/. lOs. #</. • . I 
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15. That in the year endirg 5 th 
January 181t^ the sums actually.Japplied 
to delray the charge on accoudt of the • 
national debt of Ireland, including inte¬ 
rest on exchequer bills, amounted fo 
6,369,170/. 55 . 96 /.; whilst the nett revenue 
paid into the exchequer of Ireland during 
the same year was only5,752,861/. 55 .1 Irf.; 
Tcaving a deficiency of the revenue to de¬ 
fray the charges of the notional debt, 
amounting to 616,308/. 19s. lOd. in 
Irish currency. 

, 16. “ That, as the revenue of Ireland 
appeai% to be thus incapable xjf defraying 
even ^hc ch/Frges on account of its na¬ 
tional dej)t; a further sum must be pro¬ 
vided to defray the expense o& the civil 
list and other permanent charges, wliiich, 
in* the year ending 5th Januar'^ 1816, 
aniountcd to 500,915/. %. 2 c/., Irish cur¬ 
rency. 

17. “ That, uimer these circum¬ 
stances, no^ part of the proportion pay¬ 
able under the treatj' of union by Ireland, 
tow.irds the joint expenditure of the unitetl 
kingdom, can be calculatq^d as receivable 
from the revenues of Ireland; but that, on 
the coij^rary, the dohcieiwcy of the said 
revenues to defray the charges on jthe na- » 
tional debt, and tlm expense of the civil 
li.st, and otlier peniianent*tharges of that 
country, must be in future otherwise pro¬ 
vided fur; which deficiency amounted, in 
the year gliding Isth January 1816, 
to 1,117,^'4.^ 75 ., kish curreTicy, or 
4,031,284* 05. id. British. 

18. “ That on the . 5 th*of Jamiajiy last, 
the sum due by Ireland to Great Britain, 
as the balance arising frotrgtbe payments 
ihade by each country respectively, on 
account of the joint charges of the United 
Kingdom, amounted, in British currency, 
to the sum of 2,942,280/. 85 . lie/.; and 
thqf on the same dgy there remained 
Jn the exchequer pf Tvtkmd an unap¬ 
propriated balance, araoutiking ip Irish 
currency to the suijic^'tKi^l^^CJSS/; 

II 5 . llrf.; ^making in Britjsaijwiwwf 
4,326,695/.^5. 5d .; which last sum b|^g 
deducted from the said sum of 2,942,280/. . 
85 . llrf., there remains a,further sum to 
be provyRed cffliccount of Ireland, in tlic 
present year, 'amounting in * British cur¬ 
rency to L<i05,58S/. 25. 6 «f. -•■u 

19 . “ That, supposing the deficiency 
of tlie revenue of irclatid in 

year to be the same as in the*Iast, the said^ 
•suip of 1,031,284/. 05. 4 d., together with 
the said.sum of 1,605,58^/. 
the Bald sum of 30,(B5,761/. lOi. TaT 
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form y,he whole expense of tlie united 
kingdotp during the presct^t year^so far 
as'the s^me can be at present ascertained, 
exclusive of the charges on the consoli¬ 
dated fund of Great Britain, and of the 
charges supposed to be provided for by 
the revenue of Ireland, amounting, in all, 
to the sum of 32,722,630/. 12s. lla?. ^ 

20. « That the ways and means for de¬ 
fraying the above expenditure, by monies 
received or receivable within the year, 
have been calculated as follows: 

Jf* » 

From the swplus qf grants for 

the year 1815 .5,6,63,755j 

From the surplus of the con- , 

solidated fund . 3,000,00p 

Fr^m the annual taxes. ,3,000,000 

From^the war duties of cus- ' 

toms and excise. 3,500,000 

From a lottery .. 300,000 

From unclaimed dividends... 301,316 
From monies unap'plied in the, 

Exchequer . 140,000 

From old naval sTores ......... 679,905 


Amounting in.all, to... ^£.16,584,976 

21. That if the said sum 4if16,584,976/., 
being the total amount of ways and means 
as aforesaid, i& taken from the sum of* 
32,722,630/. 12 j. lid., the total expendi¬ 
ture, there remains 4o be provided for, 
the sum of 16,137,6&4/. 12.fi.lle/. 

22. Tliat a further sum ha^been stated 
as necessary for the supply df the year, 
on aivtcount of the expense of a new 
coinage, amounting to 500,000/. 

23. ** That;^ there is stated to be due in 
Ireland on account of treasury bills, Ab. 
]01,6ii3 /.; and that there is stated to be a 
sum remaining on the loan made in Eng¬ 
land for the service of Ireland during the 
last year, una pprjai riated, to the ampunt* 
of 2,622,000/.^'^*^ , 

24. ** Th^ there thus remains a further 
snjh te hyiwetko the ways and means of 

.^^tswjipwlB^year, amounting to 2,520,347/. 

“ That if the said suimof 500/000/. 

. lo defray the expense of coinage, be de- 
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by loans wluch have been or must be 
made, amounting to 14,117,307/- 12s. lid. 

27. ** That of the expenditure of the 
present year, as above stated, the follow¬ 
ing charges are fur services performed 
in former years, which cannot recur in 
any future year: 

For ordnance service «£. *' s» d, 

1814 . 67,205 9 10 

For...do...l815 . 16,851 13 4 

For ... do ... in Ircland- 

1815 . 19,384 12 3 

Fayyjcnt of debentures 

.under the act of the 

. - .43d of the king. 807,085 0 0 

Debt to the East India 

Cphipany . '945,4^1 13 4 

Do. ijo the bank of Eng- 

laSkjT.. 1,500,000 0 O 

Balance due by Ireland 1,605,585 2 6 


Making in all s£.4,961,603 11 3 


28. ** That, by the estimate of reduc¬ 
tions proposed to be made from the 
charge of the staff of the army, it appears 
that these reductions in the year 1816 
amount to the sum of 40,287/. 12s. but 
that in future yearq the same will^mount 
to 81,597/. 6s. Sd.; making in future , 
years a further saving, in the expense of 
the. aiiny% of 41,309/. 14s. 5d. 

29. !*“ That by the estimate of reduc¬ 
tions propbsed to be made. from the 
charge of the ordnance departmment, it 
appears that these reductions in the year 
1816 aqiount to the sum of 137,307/. 5s. but 
that ih future yeai^ the same will amount 
to 175,959/. 10s.; making in future years 
a further saving, in the expense of the 
ordnance, of 42,652/. 5s. 

30. “ That if 'these sevpral sums of 
4,961,603/. 11s. 3</.;-i,41,309/. 14s. 6d., 
and 42,652/. 5s. ; making togetlier 
5,045,565/.. 10s. 8d. be taken fxam the 
sum of ^2,722,630/. 12s. lid. the re¬ 
mainder may be properly considered as 
the expenditure of the year 1816, and as 
tlie annual expenditure, if the establish- 
mrnt8*are not reduced, likely to be In 

latere incurred (with the exception of 


ducted from t];e said last-mentioned sum . ^ 

of additional ways and id^<is,Vnountin|L savings from* the falling-in of pensions, 
to 2,520,347/. there "will remain a furth^ half-pay, ant^ other incidental expenses) 
of ways a.id means, fo» ^le present amounting to the sum of 27,677,065/. 2s. 
year, amounting .to 2,020,347/. 

<Mi06^**¥hat if like said sum of2,020,347/. 

^ be deducteAfrom the sum of 10»,137,654/. 

12s. llA^eing the sum above mentianad 
as tbi^^fHEi^bFy to be providcd«for, there 
the fum to be provi^d for/ 


3d. 

31. “ That of the ways and. means for 
the present year, as above stati^, the sum 
of 5,663,755/. prising from the surplus of 
grants of the year 1815, ond also the se¬ 
veral autos of 301|316/. ^ poclaimed divi- 
• * 
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flelids, 140,000/. monies unapplied in the which he had formerly hinted He 
CJichequer, 679,90.5/. from naval stores, wished liis persuasion of that upceSiity 
making in alr6,7t>4)971)/., cannot be pro- might have proceeded from ignorance or * 
perly considered as {iroceeding from the despair, but he confessed that ho did not 
receipts of the present year, or as likely to contemplate the remedy he had alluded 
recur in any future year; and that if this to, with that dismay with which others be- 
sum is taken from the sum of 16,584,976/.* held it. If difliculties were looked in the 
therff wilf remain, what properly may be f>ce, it could not be disguised that sooner 
considered as the ways and means.pro- or later some reduction must be made in 
ceeding from the receipts of the present the dividends; and though some gentle- 
year, and as ways? and means likely to men had looked to such a measure with 
continue in any future year, if the taxes the most fearful and gloomy apprehensions 
do not become less productive, amounting oi^he qpnsequences, he.did nottbintc that 
to 9,800,000/. • • the effect woi^Jd be so dangerous as was 

32. “ That if this sum of 9,800,000/., imagined, 
the ways and means arising from the re- The Chancellor of the Excheguer od- 
ceipt of the revenue in the present year, mitted that the hon. and learnefl gentle- 
is taken from the sum 'of 27,677,06.5/. mag who moved the resolutions had done 
2t. 3</., tlie expenditure properly belong- himself credit by the cleairness oHn^state- 
ing to the present year, the remainder will meat, and the abilities he had displayed ; 
form the deficiency, which, if the establish- but it was impossible that he could concur 
nicnts arc kept up, is likely to occur in in his resolutions, wbicji only added one 
any future year, (with the exception of to the string of gloomy prognostications 
savings from the failing in of pensions, which had regularly been submitted to 
half-pay, and other incidental expenses, parliament at the close of the session, and 
but exclusive of the future charge on the which had never been acceded to by the 
sum to be now raised to make good the House. The country,tfrom year to year, 
deficiency of the present year) amounting had surmounted its difficulrtcs, in spite of 
to 17,8117,065/. 2s. SdP these formidable anticipations of calamity, ' 

• On the first Resolution being put, and had finally^triunaphed in its great con- 

Mr. William Smith rose to secotyd the 'test; and he trusted that experience would 
tnotioD, and S^id, that though gr^atfacCu- show, that the hon. and learned gentle- 
racy of detail had been brought fewward man’s predictions vveke at least as ground- 
by the hon*. and learned mover, yet this less as those ^f any uf his predegessews. 
was net necessary on his ^iew of tlieques- The chancellor of the exchequer said, he 
tion. He did not attach, any blame to his tfid not mefti to deny tbabthe present dif* 
majesty’s ministers: the difficulsj^s in ficultics of the country were great, iut he 
which they had been placed were an ex- contended that, compared with tliose of 
case for many errors; but he recollected fqrmer years, they were not very alarming, 
that he had seconded tlie rqjeal of the in- We had long contended for existence- 
come tax, not because he thought the now the only question was, whether we 
money was i»ot wanted, but because the could dispense with burthens which the 
measure itself wa^ iso unconstitutional t(}at country had before borne, and under 
be thought it incumbent on parliament to 'which it had appeared".Ip prosper; but 
redeem*the pledge that had^een given by from which it had very recently been re- 
the minister, and repeal the tax.» It might lieved. He trusted that it would noj be 
be said, that his hon. and learned friend necessary for parliament to 
h%d erred in some trifling particulars; but imposition o& those burthens p 
with that he had nothing to do^tbose rhte*that tim country wojild not hejfe- 
eums were so small that they made no im- duced to the extraordinary remedy hinted < 
pression on the total deficit. Making all" at by the^M^seconder.• This remedy, 
allowances for any errors *dt overstate- .^hich the hll& member had rnemSoned 
ments in the resolutions of his hon. and less distinctly than hatame rive proper 
learned friend, the gloomy conclusion of such acnibasure, was ndlhing less fliftii 
could not be got rid of, that in the next a national bankruptcy. The hon . tqenibef 
year there would be a gitat deficiency in had on a former ocGa«ih& saok^noWffi 
finand^. Whether the deficifncy was ^ame pro^o«d more diiemetfy, under the* 
eighteen or ten niillionB,«it was still ap- naiwe of a redectum ef tbs inte^st of the 
pwting, and hS was convinced that it national ddSt. k could nwt ha'noaess^ 
COidd Onlv beoravined £nr Jmf tli» fmnuMlv f tn saw. rkat ta C nrnnnaitian to devoiowf 
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justi^ and wisdom, the House would 
, ncTCrVjcede. The county woOld lose 
more in credit and resources of every 
kind, than it could in any manner gain by 
such an enormous breach of faith [Hear, 
hear!]. Whatever burtliens were imposed 
on the stockholders, in common with 
Other classes of tlie king’s subjects, they 
would chearfully bear, as they had chear- 
fully Irornc the tax on their properly not¬ 
withstanding the plausible reasons which 
might have been urged on tbeir part 
against it. On this extraordinary proposal 
it was unnecessarj to say /uore, and be 
should revert to some of the stateixents o£ 
the hon. and learned mover, i.hich he 
should oSjcct to rather in the result tliar-i 
in'the particular it(?ms. The g»’niral pnr- 

J ose e£ the resoiutions proposed by the 
on. and learned mover was, to give a pros¬ 
pective view of the* finances. To this he 
(the chancellor of,the excliequor) objec¬ 
ted, as it would be most improjter to pledge 
the House to any opinion as to the finan¬ 
cial situation of the country in future 
•years. The ckiBcultics of the present year 
had been met in »' manner satisfactory to 
the House, dbd to which the *hon. and 
learned gentleman had stated no objection, 
unless it can bp called one that expedients 
of a temporary nature had been employed.* 
Whether the expedients were temporary 
or not, they were siilficient for a tempo¬ 
rary purpose; and tiie couih-y had reason 
to congratulate itself that the difficulties 
which had beeikoccasioned b 3 Pthe change 
in thS'arrangeraent far tlie service of the 
year, had been surmounted in a manner 
so litUe injurious to the public crec^t. 
The hon. and learned mover had assumed, 
and this assumption formed the very Sasis 
of his reasoning, tltat the expense of fu¬ 
ture years would bo equal to that of the 
present. Whato the ^ expense of future" 
years might be, neither the hon. mover 
not; he (the chancellor of the exchequer) 
couIthti ^ifj»i)ut ifclhe country was to re- 
'TOfRWE peace, it was liighlyr>robable that 
reactions wopld be made.^ It waS« ca¬ 
rious, however to observe, that amidst tb^i 
urgent calls fiw generaljredufttion which' 
had been made in the^^seiw session, 
eomghints were made that in one great 
tffanch it wal carried too tfar, and that 
th^na^ was ar neglected service: but 
fllfl^oservatioV was answered by the 
amount of die sum voted for Hhe navy, 
which 10,ll4?,34<,5^., while the«6um 
voteilpaF’lhe army, for which*nr the year 
9ll,000;000b had been graotedf was* 
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no more than 1(),587,972/. Without pre¬ 
tending to say how much farther reduc¬ 
tions could be carried, could it be sup¬ 
posed that the pcrmuuent peace estab¬ 
lishment would be so large as this ? [Hear, 
bear !]. In the present year, too, a dimi- 
'nulion of the national debt hud taken 
place. The sum which had been'’bur¬ 
rowed from the bank was 0 millions: 2/r 
millions had been burruAved by exchequer 
hills; a millions had bfeu boirowed in Irc- 
iiuid ill Irish money, amounting to 
2,7,^0,000/. in English nioOey. 'I’his made 
irt all J iyj50,0(X)/.; but the sum reduced 
by the discharge of exchequer liills, and 
the u))eratiuD of the sinking fund was 
17,280,000/., being an excess of three mil¬ 
lions ubovt^lbellebt contracted. There¬ 
fore, if we were able merely to preserve 
onr present condition, we should have au 
efiicient luid growing srtiking fund in fu¬ 
ture years. He was far 1‘roin saying that 
this state would be satisfactory, or that 
the reduction of our debt would in that 
case proceed so rapidly as was desirable, 
considering its great magnitude, but he 
hoped for much better things. It was, 
however, to bo remcinbercd, ihat we stood 
at present in a better condition than after 
the American war, when Mr. I’iit began« 
his brilliant financial career. After the 
coiiclisibn of the Amcricant'war, our debt 
continued to increase for some years 
during peace; and it was no'l. till 178<>, 
when Mr. Pitf established the sinking 
fund; that the. income of the year 
could balance the payment of the interest 
of the national *debt, and defray the 
charges of our establishments. The hon. 
and learned gentleman, not satisfied with 
this state of things, required a pledge from 
ministers of econo'tny, and Ihe disclosure 
of plans for preventingHhc ruin he appre¬ 
hended; but he gave umostextiaordinary 
,rcuson for miDting such a pledge;* by de¬ 
claring that no pledge could either be' 
'properly given-oi? confidently relied on. 
He (the chancellor or tlie exchequer) 
woulq, give no pledge, because ministers 
fob. the obligation which their public duty 
imposed so strongly, that no pledge could 
add to its foicc, or afford additional secu¬ 
rity for its fhifilment. It would be very 
impruilent to give any other pledge thaa 
an assurance that whatever should appear 
most conducive to the public welfare 
would be supported and carried into eftecC 
with all their, xeal- and ability. They 
could bind themselves tR) no particular 
course of conduct. I'he bon. and Jeatiuid 
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gentleman had allowed ac increase of re- Grant].* lie wns glad to hoar this dis- 
venue to the amount of nearly .-500,000^., claimed, because there was nolhir g from 
on comparing the produce of the taxes which he apprehcnilcd more ewl td the, 
this year with their produce in a former country than the anxiety for (unIter relief 
year; but against this he stated the from taxation. The hoo. and learned 
amount of the new taxes at 900,000/., anjJ gentleman sliowed something like i< jostice 
the increase of the property tax to the in wishing to bind ministers to economy 
extent j;)f .5:00,000/, making in all and to a reduction of debt, while lie took 
l,lob,000/., which, if deducted from the Sway their resources for meeting demands 
increased revenue of*this year, instead of for the service of the country. 'Ihe lion, 
making it appear greater than the last, and learned gentleman might rely on the 
Would show a falling oif of 600,000/. He wisdom of parliament, and the firmness 
(the chancellor of the .exchequer),bad, with which tlie country would support 
however, stated on a former occasion,that | lifliat w»as necessary to carry it through its 
if some new duties were imposed, otlfer ! difficulties; Iwii he (tliV clMiicellor of the 
taxes existing in the former year had ter* i'exchefjucr) felt it inconsKtent with wis- 
minated and expired. It would be found ! dom or “propriety to attempt lo involve 
. that war duties of customg arrd excise to flie legislature in a premature tlecision .as 
the amount of 870,000/. ha<f been sthus tosanv pafticular cotir.-c, and lie should, 
lost to the revenue, which would do more therefore, feel it consistent with liR duty 
than cover the excess of 600,000/. men- to move the previous ^question on all the 
tioiied as a filling ofil In a comparative resolutions that hud been rerd. 
statement of the revenue, tlic taxes be- Mr. /Viwiowi//ob'crwed, tbat the accu* 
longing to the consolidated fund, and the racy of his hon. and learned f riend's pre- 
other duties, sliould always be taken toge- mises had been imdisjmted, and he w'as 
llier, because the payments were not afraid tliat time would piove that his cou- 
always accurately distributed, and great elusions weio not less aceftrafe. It was 
injustice was always done to the oonsoli- on all hands agreed, tlAt in,the next yeaf 
dated fu id in the appearance of the ac- there woMd bija deficiency* in t!u* revc- 
counts,^he bounties aftd drawbacks being , nuc, wbetlicr *of .■^■venteen, filteen, or 
• drawn in mnch more tJian its fair proper- .twelve millions he should not dispute, 
tion, from that fund. He would,vunture WJiat then was the resource? The 
to affirm, that down to April last, fo Tar chancellor of tire exc^lieqner had nccuscel 
from their being any decrease,* there had his lion, friei^ (Mr,^ William Smith) of 
been an augmentation of die revenue. He i having barely hinted at.lns rcmc»4y; buC 
could bot say what wguldoc the sta^e of a^ it was Jasy to divine that hll hon. 
the country in future ; though there was friend’s remedy was the reduction ^ the 
a probability that there .might next®year interest on the natimral debt, so it wtis easy 
be a falling off' in some branches of tlie to perceive that the cbanccllor of the ex¬ 
revenue, from the distresses of the coun- cbequerls remedy was the rfnewai of the 
try, and some causes in ojTeration, such incq;ne tax. The chancellor of the exchc- 
as delays of payment occasioned by fail- quer had accused his hon. and learned 
ures in busiiidfis, and repayments of duty friend of despondency—-but tb.e despon- 
on account of the taxes which had be»n jlcncy of bis bon. ag'd learned friend was 
. taken ofl^ tbc results of r^bioJi would not bettSr than the hope and joy of tlie^ chan- 
be seen till another year. But on the* cellor of the cxchcqifer. It was to be re- 
other hand a counterslttion was Pa be ex-, membered tliat the country was in a,very 
peeled from the .repeal bf those taxes dilTereBt situation from <hat in 
wMch was likely to render the remaining had stood at Jie conclusion of fbrmer w:^ 
revenue more productive. On this«pros- It was but € hundred yesrs ago w]0n 
pective view he could venture to give no there was but one power in the world ca- 
distiiict or decided opinion—(iir less woflld* *pable of coiftcmJjBg with us! The empe- 
hc wish to pledge the opinign of parlia- ror of lliffsia had then come to this coun- 
ment by entertaining the present resolu- try to learn to build a boat,^and 
tions (fr any others of a prospective na- the AmGrirtufstates were scarcely plantciT. 
ture. The hon. and learned mover had But now, not only Fi'jnce^but 
said that the repeal of*the taxes had America ijere capable of contgnding wifn 
forced ministers to adopt measuresjaf ecu- us, and we might be sbon engird ia a • 
nomy, and he seemed to wish them to be struggle more terrible than wc Xid ever 

with,*'*He did not fay ^hst*' 

. J 
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resources were not equal to the contest, 
^but it wag necessary that »v3 shotfld not 
aquander that wealth, which formed the 
main power by which we had made our¬ 
selves arbiters of the world. He did not 
believe his hon. and learned friend intend¬ 
ed to divide the House on the present re¬ 
solutions, but he thought ^ deserved^ 
great credit for bringing them^rward. 

Mr. Tierney said, that the able speech 
•f his bon. and learned friend who moved 
the resolutions had left him nothing to add 
to it; and w[iat was more extraordinary, 
jn what had come from the ^thcr side of 
the House there was nothing for kirn to 
answer. The course pursued on former 
occasions^ when he ^Mr. Tierney) had 
brought , forward similar resolutions, 
namcl>, that of tnoving counter-resolu¬ 
tions, bad been departed from in this-in¬ 
stance. The chancellor of the exchequer 
admitted the preupscs of his hon. and 
learned friend, and only differed from him 
as to the conclusions which he had drawn 
from them. The language held by the 
right lion, gentleman this night, difi'ered 
somewhat from that which he had formerly 
held. He no^ refused to give asy pledge 
on the subject of the futiue expenditure 
of the country ^ though bqfore, to obtain 
the vote wanted for the present year, he' 
had been willing to give all sorts of pledges 
for the time to comd Comparing the re¬ 
ceipts of the coDsdiidated' «und of last 
year with that of (he precedinL', ^jiere was 
an apparsmt increase of 7.'i0,000/.; but 
then It was to be secollected, that the 
amount of the produce of the new taxes, 
which he now found to be 1,000,000/. was 
to be considered; and to this must be 
added 200,(W0/. for the produce of the 
new stamp duties. Thus, in fact, instead 
of an increase, there was an absolute fall¬ 
ing off, to the amount of 500,000/.!. Af 
the same time he figrecd, that nothing 
ought to be said which could cause des- 

f iudency;' fur hs allowed that the re- 
IIFSEJ of llie country were go great, that 
oroperly roapaeed they wMd calry Vis 
through all our difficulties. But then h| 
was convinced that this ^jedi- could nof 
possibly be accomplisl^ct' wLhout the 
promgt interference of'parliament. He 
. sovisra the Hhuse to take tSia subject of 
©urfiMnees into its own consideration. 
•fwTiatr indeed Offered similar advice at 
, mi ear)i^^riod of the session* and thpt 
such p^pideratioD wds necessary must, 
^ generally felt^'Wben it was 

<reoollected ta&i the surplus of the conso- 
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lidated fund was estimated by the chan'« 
cellor of the exchequer, at only three mil¬ 
lions. If a committee up stdirs had been 
appointed, as he suggested early in the 
session, the House would have been ena¬ 
bled to understand the amount, and the 
cause of the difference between our in¬ 
come and expenditure, and hence some 
measures might have been taken to re¬ 
medy the deficiency. To supply this de¬ 
ficiency, he understood, that very extra¬ 
ordinary means had been resorted to by 
bis majesty’s government. ’ For instance, 
he had heard that several bonded debts 
upon warehoused goods had been called 
in, with a view to force up the amount of 
the revenue. On the other hand, it must 
be ponsideted 'that many taxes which 
were productive in war, would be compa¬ 
ratively unproductive in peace. But on 
the whole, from the want of a due under¬ 
standing of the actual state of our finances, 
which ministers appeared unwilling to 
make known, the consequence was, that 
most people were likely to think the dan¬ 
ger greater than it really was. The pub¬ 
lic by being left entirely at the mercy of 
the cliancellor of the exchequer, would 
be apt to indulge gloomy conjectures. 
Yet the right hon. gentleman was heard 
to say, “ Leave it all to me, and you need 
ndt despond.” But what v/iis the ground 
of tb<(, righ( hon. gentleman’s claim to a 
confidence far beyond any thiiig ever de¬ 
manded by Mr. Pitt, who usually laid be¬ 
fore'^ihe House at the close of each ses- 
Bion,^a statement of the finances of the 
country. 

Mr. Thomas Courtenay denied that the 
revenue had fiillcn uit^ if we took a retro¬ 
spect of four years instead of one. The 
revenue was, he said, itmreaaing instead of 
declining. In the excise, which was that 
sort of revenue that proved prosperity 
omore than any other, by showing that 
individuals were able to indulge in luxu- 
‘ ries, the increase ^as manifest. 

Mr. J. P. Grant ro^e to reply. Jle 
obse^ed, that he had the melancholy sa¬ 
tisfaction of finding, that all his main 
statements were confirmed by the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer; but he had also 
heard that which afforded him no satis- 
factiop, namely, that nothing wat to be 
done by government to provide for the 
future. The diancellor of the exchequer, 
indeed^ deprecating any consideration of 
the future, bad intimated, that sufficient 
for the dajr was the evilnhereofbut it 
was of this iinprovi&ococbo complained, 
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and the county mu^ *coniplaia of it 
also. The inability of the public income 
to meet the ekpenuiture was admitted on 
all hands; and still our first financier said, 
that sufficient for the day was the evil 
thereof.” He appealed to the H ousc and 
to the country, whether this could be re* 
garefed ab the language of u statesman 
competent to rescue .the country from its 
difficulties. The right hon. gentleman 
had no doubt lield.out a prospect of relief 
in the application of the sinking fund, and 
the re-imposition of the'income tax.* So, 
then, the sinking fund, which bdq^t- 
ingly held out by its authors and advocates 
as the means of discharging our debt, was 
now to be looked to as u resource merely 
for supplying our expenditi^e, and the 
xeucwal of that odious imposicioi)^ the 
income tax, was to be contemplated by 
the country as W)e means of raising the 
income to a level with our expenditure! 
But how would the country regard the 
language of the right hon. gentleman i 
Was it possible that it could be endured, 
or that any minister would venture to act 
upon such language i After adverting to 
the calculation of Mr. Pitt, as to the sur¬ 
plus qf the consolidjiited fund when our 
revenue did not exceed 14,500,000/. and 
contrasting iuwith the present surplus of* 
that fund ajid its probable diminution in 
future years, the learned gcntlenrian dis¬ 
claimed tlie sentiment of an*hon.sgentIe- 
man. behind him, the mloption of which 
was said to have a tendency to produce a 
national bankruptcy--^namely, (hat the 
interest upon the public debt should be; 
reduced. He assured the House that no 
such thought had ever eptered his mind. 
Whatever measure he had in contempla¬ 
tion with a,vi.;w to relieve the country, be 
never could hav'* proposed one so incon¬ 
sistent with sound policy and good faith 
ns th9 red action of the jiist claims of the, 
public creditor. t|is measure would In¬ 
deed rather operate ’to relieve* those cre¬ 
ditors than to* injure or to commit any 
fraud upon them. 

The previous question was theif put and 
carried upon each of the Eesoltjtiooa. 
After which the Resolutions were ordered 
to be printed. • 

Xhe House adjourned to Thursday the 
6th of June. * 
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Alien Lord SidmouUi gave 
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notice oPhis intention to move die second 
reading of the Alien bill on Tuesday next. 

Lord Holland trusted that the dohle 
viscount would explain on Tuesday the 
motives that had led to the introduction 
of this bill, which the noble viscount called 
an alien bill, but which he (lord H.) 
would call a bill for introducing alien law 
mto Eng||)d, and foreign ministers into 
the admimkration of our police. He 
trusted that the noble viscount would be 
prepared to explain what were the motives 
(^at operated with regard to foreign 
powers, or what was the danger appre¬ 
hended to oifr own constitution, from the 
designs of foreigners, that could render at 
all necessary such a bill. He looped also, 
that before their lordships proceeded, to 
thb last stage, they would resort to {hat 
constitutional power wifli which tH?y were 
invested, for the pufpose of ascertaining 
who and what were the objects of this bill; 
and for this purpose, •hat they would put 
questions fo his majesty’s judges, in order 
to know what description of persons under 
the term Aliens would be cnected by this 
measure. ^ * 

Civil Billj] ^ The Earl of 

Liverpool moved .the second reading of 
this bill. His lordship went briefly over 
the history of the civil list, for the purpose 
of showing that previous to the present 
reign the C^wn pq^sessed Itereditary re¬ 
venues, respect to which, if* they did 
• not jimrouKit to a certain sum C^,odOl, in 
the reign of queen Anifh alfiirtreqfge Ist, 
and 800,000/. in tBc reign of George 2d), 
it was agreed that that sum should be 
*made’good by parliament,* whilst the sur- 
pkis above that sum was at the disposal of 
the Crown, and referring to the bargain 
made at the accession of his present ma¬ 
jesty, by which .the hereditary revehuea 
of the Crown were appropriated to the 
service of the public, and a flxed sum 
(800,000/. subsequent^ increased) granted 
for the civil list. A fixed. stUUjgJVg 
, tlyis beey granted to pftvide foiL’ex- 
penses which nccessa^' fiuctuat^^nd 
from tb^ depreciation of mon^ 'ne> 
cessarj|y ifMSRased, it 'was hot at all 
surprising thht that fixed sum should be¬ 
come inadequate to the. expafiidittco h 
was fiestined to meet.^ Had, on the other 
hand, tho hereditary,Veveixue;- 
to the £rown, their inOrease wouliT pro- 
bpbly have covered idny inflwase of A- 
pense. -,It was, howe^i^r. ofM^portanee to 
consider that tne expenaiture of 
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list had vot been increased by the^rsoaal I to check the expenditure of the civil list, 
expense of the Crown, bst by charges I It had been determined appoint this 
' included in the civil list, which belonged I officer in consequence of the treasury 


to tile administration of the civil govern¬ 
ment of the country. The personal ex¬ 


having no oiKciul control over the expen¬ 
diture of the civil list, and the delay that 


penses of the Crown, so far from being necessarily occurred in auditing the ac- 
greater, were less tJian in other countries, counts of the civil list by the auiVtors^ If 
The amount of the 4<th and .^ classes any objection was made to the appoint- 
ihe civil li-i, which alone co*erncd the ment'of this new officer he had to answer, 
personal e\pen^es of the Crown and the that offices would be abolished in the de¬ 
royal family, and of the privy purse, partinent of the lord ’steward and lord 
was altogether o ily 409,(X)0/. whilst, in chanijl>cr!ain, to the aniouiit of between 
France, t!ie^ king had granted to hifn 7 and 8,000/. per antmni, which would 
2.5,000,000 livres •( 1,000,04H)/. sterling) cohsiderafily more than counterbalance 
for hi.s peisoiial expenses alone, I^)t in-' the expense of the auditor. With regard 
eluding an}' of tlie expenses of Vhc royal to the personal expenses of the Crown, he 
family, lufr any cliarges arising out of ihi ' felt it due, beforq he concluded, to remove 
administr ition of the civil government'of i thosq projuiliccs which had been enter- 
thc co«i)try. Tlie prejudices, therefore, J tained upon the subject, and to repel the 
that prevailed out of doors iqion this si?b- j insinuations that liad been elsewhere made, 
ject, were totally deUitntc of foundation. ! The fact ivas, that the personal expen- 
The fact was, that the excess of expend!- j diturc of the Crown had not increased, 
ture had arisen not from life personal; though all the articles of that expenditure 
expenses ol' the Crown, but from the i had increased in price. Tiie amount of 
charges connected with the civil govern- | expenditure in the fourth class now, was 
raent of the coantry, in which an increase j 254,000^., and it would be seen that in the 
Jiad taken place. His lordship then ad- I eight years, ending July 5lh, 1760, the 
verted to the nfeasures respectingMie civil I last eight years of the late reimi, the 
' list in 1^01'and ISll, luid ftlxserved that j average annual expefiditure in tlii? class, 
the whole cxpci^'liture now,,including the j^was 284,700/. In the JiCth class also, the 
expenses of civil e.'‘tahlishments and tlie expense qow was 230,000.'.*^whilst in the 
Wind-sor estahiyiment, arising from the period kbovc alluded to, (he average an- 
unfortunntc .situation 6f the king, amount- nual elpcnsv,, was 215,000/.; thus in the 
ed to l.'k^O.OOo/., wiftl.st tJ»e'*l."coine was course of 56 ye^rs, there was only an 
1,050)0S(V- There were twofnl<tdes of increase ol' 15,000/. ,His lordship con- 
remedying H*.''.', deficiency, either by add- cludocf with moving the second reading of 
ing to T,he income of the civil list, or the billr * . 


ing to^he income of the civil list, or 
by relieving the civil list of charges 


the billr * « 

The Marquis of Lnnsdotm, after the 


which arose from the administration o£ refusal on the part of the other Hoiiso, as 
the civil government of the country. Tjie appeared by thdir votes, to institute an in- 
latter had been preferred as tl)e best quiry upon this subject, hud no liopc of 
under all thc'circumstances, as this ar- being able to persuade {.heir‘lordships to 
rangement would, on the one hand, relieve ggree to any such inquiry. He therefore 
the fixed income of the civil list frtfm had not that infi^rncintion upon the i^^bject 
fluctuating charges intonsistent with its wkich the question demanded ; but if he 
nature, and on the other, would place these slpuld gi^re his asscht to this bill, he 
charges urtder the*constant control and wished it to be distinctly understood that 
supmiiTcndeiwe of parliamerf. Whilst, it was not an unqualified assent. With 


oth^resources «pwe at the dis^sal of the .Respect the Jieroditary revenues of the 
» CrOw?,, tliis arrafjgement was deferred. Ctown, he must beg leave to say that they 
It now became‘necessary^ij^mSke some were‘’no furtlier the hereditary revenues 
provision upon the subjet^f and ^he ar- of the Crown *|.han as granted by parlia- 
rangjeg^nt jie had to propose in the bill, ment, and that parliament had the power 
jnov^^fore the Aouse, was th% Veialt of at the commc.icement of every reign, of 
;tli^con|jy^ralion tvhiqji had been given sanctioning the disposition of those reve- 
to"t!fti'subject, wnfeh would take about nues in whatever way seemei!' to them 
QSOjOOOl. fhe charge on the civil .most advisable. As to the question of the 

list, and gl^ e it to other accounts cdh- amount of the civil list, he {jould not con- 
nccUi^pPWihe public service. “’Another (tent to look foe illustration or example to 
ob^^Pff tbe to appoint an auditor fbreiga countries^ partjpult^ly to ^ac 
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country to which the noble earl had re¬ 
ferred, altcroitely distinguished by its dc- 
votioii to monarchy, and its repugnance 
to all immarchical government; and in 
which, n the restoration meant tlie resto¬ 
ration of the ancient government, nothing 
COUI 4 ) beonore. repugnant to the principle 
of our constifutioii. was to these prin¬ 

ciples tiidt lift wished to look, and rtot to 
the cxanipift of forejgn governments. With 
regard to the principle of exonerating the 
civil list from .certain chnrgt-s connected 
with the adminisinuion of thc^civil 'gv- 
vermnent of the country; it was what Tie 
had long tlimighl expedient, but not con¬ 
nected, as it now was, with tlie imposition 
of an additional butihen on the country. 
It siioidd be kept in mind, wi*h teference 
to this snliject, than an atMitiiinal burthen 
of 250,000/. per a)}mtm w is to be imiiosed 
ujioii t.’ie public tor the purpose of reliev¬ 
ing the civil list He coidd have wished 
to have seen the same principle adopted, 
as at the eoinmeoeernent of the pieseiit 
reign. When the income of the civil list 
was tiien fixed at 800,000/., certain here¬ 
ditary revenues of the Crown were given 
up in n tin-'i for that ^rant from the pub¬ 
lic ; aiiTl he certainly thouglit it would 
have been only a proper ai rangement if, 
on the pi cseiij, occasion, the droits of ^d- 
pairnliy h id been, sin rendered in conside¬ 
ration of liK‘ additional sum of 25(^000/. 
now imposed upon the country. W'itli 
res|>ech to those droids he did not nt^pn to 
tay that the Crown wail not entitled to 
them, but its tide was only the same^as to 
any other source of revenue, subject to 
the control of parliament. It was the 
same as the pierogative enjoyed by the 
Crown in the reign of Charles 2nd in re¬ 
spect to wards amkliveries, but which was 
formally abandoned in consequence of fts 
objcctie^ablu character.* The droits of 
the admiralty, might,therefore’, have been* 
made a pennunent part, of the ci '^^1 list re-* 
venue, parliamenU being under the ubliga- j 
tiiJn to supply any tleficiencies which ! 
might arise in them, and such an arRmge- | 
ment he should have thought more 
able to the dignity of the Cfown. Tnat' 
there ought to be a control eKercised over 
the ci^il list expenditure, the experience 
of late years sufficiently proved,4)ut at 
the same time he did nqt see any great 
additional security in the proposed nomi¬ 
nation of an auditor. , That oificor would 
have the powci^ to send for papers and 
examine persons, but they would not be 
able to examine tiiose responsible indivi-, 
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[ duals ^t the beads of the different denart- 
raenls, who could alone regulatethc*cx- * 
penditure, and keep it under. The only 
security was still to be found, as before, in 
the subsequent. control of the ti'casury; 
and therefore, the present bill would not, 
in his opinion, remove the necessity of 
|lkr]iamen|j||fy interference at some future 
period. 

Lord Holland said, he perfectly con. 
curred in some of the principles which 
had been laid down by the noble carl 
opposite, but what he complained of was, 
tliat the bill %vas at variance with those 
^rinciifles, and still more at variance with 
the statements made by the n«ble earl. 

respect to the office of audits, 
het;ould not believe that it would be found 
sufficient to check all flie abuscs^n the 
civil list. The noblt; curl iiad talked a 
great deal about the surrender of fluc¬ 
tuating levenue by thtfCrown, when the 
bargain w.i# made with it, at the com¬ 
mencement of the present reign; but he 
slili left at the disposal of^the Crown, a 
fluctuating revenue tjj an extent which 
tvas never contemplated by parliament, and 
which was fraught with the nmst-dangerous 
tendency to the constitution. The droits of 
.admiralty weret in fact, a* sort of bonus 
to the Crown for going to war with any 
power in Christendqni; and the conse¬ 
quence was that, dqring nearly half a 
century, i^^ad been tfce practic^f this 
ctmntjijMTC^trary to the cstabh^ll^usage, 
to have recourse to war, \^itlSut pre¬ 
vious declaration, thus sweeping, at once, 
into the funds of the civil lis^, a larger re¬ 
venue than could ever have been ebn- 
templatcd by parliament. He would 
undertake to prove that the expenditure 
of the civil list, including the exonera¬ 
tions which had been sanctioned at diffe- 
r,pnt* times, the fluct^iating revenues, and 
the various debts paid since the year 1760^ 
amounted to three times the sgm which 
parliament contcinplateif wlven tlirhairgni^ 
wias jpnadc ^th the Crov/jji. *He ho^^» 
therefore, they should Iv^r no mor# of 
(the hypocritical pretensiong that the ex- 
penses of^hc had been kept under, 

and that the fncrease which had taken 
place was thi^unavoidable oons wf l Wfeif i o f 
the geireral increase in jevery article of 
subsistence or of usex fie knew 
the arbitrary monarchies of the continent, 
should be adduced a$ an examj^e*for this 
couiury ta^llow. If a copipar^n 
•be instituted, let it be made DotliwayV 
, and let us compare our expijnse of tip 
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civil list with that incurred by the united 
etatqs of America. But nq. that parallel 
* wduld nbt be endured for a moment. God 
forbid that we, who were not republicans, 
should compare ourselves with a repub¬ 
lican government. I’liat part of our consti- 
tutbn, however, which was our greatest 
boast and strength—that part which gave 
all our influence and character ih the world, 
and which had enabled us to endure and per¬ 
form what we had endured and performed 
•—he meant the democratical part—bore 
a stronger afBnity to the qualities of a ic* 
publican government, thanoqr mnnhrchical 
part did to the absolute sovereignties of 
Europe. Upon the whole, though he 
concurred in some of the provisions of thf! 
bflJ, he did not approve of it altogether. „ It 
was by no means p measure of fair recipro¬ 
city between the people and the Crown. 

The Earl of Harvoxob}/ contended, that 
notwithstanding all the additional grants 
and aids which bhd been affqrded to the 
civil list since the year 1760, it would be 
found, upon an accurate inquiry, that its 
expenditure fldl greatly short of what its 
income would have>been, had its heredi¬ 
tary revenuqa continued. With respect 
to the opinion, that the dnoits of the ad¬ 
miralty operated as a kind of bonus to the 
Crown for pluiiging into whrs, he thought* 
it impossible to imagine a more chimerical 
. ground of alarm. • This country was 
guided,.by the couneils of r^ponsible mi- 
ni6ter%,...and it w^s really absK.id to sup¬ 
pose th^^py n^an could be st< piK.fligate 
and tead as'to advise.his sovereign to go to 
war, without any defensible ground, but 
the vile and sordid one of enriching the 
civil list. 

liOrd Holland observed, that there‘had 
not been a single instance, he believed, 
daring the present reign, in which the 
customary usage of a‘declaration o^wai^ 
had been resorted 4o previous^ to the 
commencement of hostilities. The infe¬ 
rence from tliat f^ct was, he thought suffi- 

•cwntly obviodi'. . 

iThe Earl or^iverpool sai\ it wa» e'tfi- 
that the parliament which made thev 
barjgain with«the Crown respecting the* 
civu list, in 1760, coateq^ 2 <ted«the droits 
i )f ad miralty as a part of its revenues, 
then in the mkldje gf a most 
expensi ve war, and when those droits were 
in amodtft thhn they had ever been, 
«, except witttia the last two or three years. 
'Nay, course of the war parliament 

of those droits fdrthe public 
out 90 scoaible were Uiey that the/ 


PetitionJrom Racheder. [lOOli 

belonged to the prerogative of the Crown, 
that they afterwards revoted the sum back 
again. The noble baron had talked about 
comparing the civil expenditure of this 
government with that of the united states. 
He was ready to do so; for it happened 
•Lhat some years ago, upon a somewhat 
similar discussion in the Housd of @om- 
mons^ he had collected authentic informa¬ 
tion upon the subject, and tliough he bad 
mislaid the memorandumshe then made, yet 
he could venture to affirm from recollection, 
that the expenses of thecivH government of 
the* United States were greater than those 
of the civil government of this country. 
At the peri<^ to which be alluded, that 
expense amounted to between 7 and 
800,000/. Bierlilig per annum, and that 
witK a population of not more than four 
or five millions. 

Earl Grosvenor said a few words against 
the office of auditor, and intimated his in¬ 
tention of proposing an amendment upon 
that part of the bill, when it went into a 
committee. 

The bill was then read a second time. 
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• Petition from Eoshester re¬ 
specting THE ISSUlNb OF A NeW 
WRiy.3 Mr. Calcralft presented a Peti¬ 
tion from the fi-eemen of Uochester, re¬ 
specting the acceptance of the place of 
treasurer of Greenwich-bospital by one of 
their representatives, sirT. B. Thompson. 
They considered it as an office of profit 
under the Grown, which rendered their 
member’s seat void; and they prayed for 
a new writ for that city. , 

I Lord CaUlereagh cotttended, that after 
t£e decision of the House on this subject, 
,the petition douM not He on the f&ble. 

Mr. Qplcrqft observed, that the House 
^ had not come to a decision, as the previous 
question was adopted. * That a decisjon 
mighj^be obtained, he would make a mo¬ 
tion on the subject. 

<Mr. Tierney insisted that the electors 
bad the right to claim, that their member 
should be sent back to them. He hoped 
his hon. friend, when he brought forward 
bis motion, would shape it so as to force 
the House to decide whethe^tbe appoint¬ 
ment in question was or was not of a mi¬ 
litary or naval, nature. 

Mr, Calcr^ then gave notice, that on 
Wedne^a/lie v^ouIS iipiqvts.f^r aneiw mit 


r 
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for Rochester. The petition was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

PETITrON FROM M. pERROT.] Mr. 
Brougham said he held in his hand a Peti¬ 
tion from a person named Pierre Damasfi 
Perrot, who was a landholder in the isle* 
of Fftnc^. Hb complained of having had 
his house surrounded *by a body of atmed 
men, wl)o forced him on board a ship, and 
landed him in England, after a passage of 
1S9 days, during which time he ^ was 
treated like a prisoner, without any charge, 
as far as he knew, being laid against him. 
On arriving in England, and apply¬ 
ing to governincnt, he was told that 
there was no" charge against him, 
and he might return. R n*s scarcely 
possible to suppose, that such a vimcnt 
measure would have been adopted with¬ 
out some powerfbl reason, though no 
cause was assigned by the petitioner; 
but however this might be, the conduct of 
the government at home towards the indi¬ 
vidual seemed as extraordinary as that of 
the colonial government seemed unjust 
and outrageous. When he first beard of 
the circumstance, he asked the noble lord 
opposit* for information upon it, but had 
• received no answer. All that he could 
learn was, that this person had combined 
with others, ii? a remote part of tlTe islafld, 
iu a tumultuous measure to oppose the in¬ 
troduction t>f slaves from MadagascOT, and 
out of this arose the petsecution he had 
experienced. * • 

The petition being read, 

Mr. Goidburn said i{ was unfortunate, 
that from the long period since the ar¬ 
rival of any dispatches from the isle of 
France, the particulars relating to the 
cause of this individual’s deportation could 
not be fully confimunicated. The oqly 
information that had beeq received on 
the sut^cct was contain'ed ii> a dispatch 
from governor Farqumar, whichgdisdosed 
enough perhaps to justifyhis interference.’ 

appeared, thal the British government 
at the Mauritius had last year estall^ished 
a registry of slaves. An insurrection had 
broken out on this subject at the islt of 
France, and it happened thtt at this mo¬ 
ment a commissioner arrived, who had 
been *8601 out by Buonaparte ^ter his 
return from Elba, who intended^o avail 
himself of the tumult, tb convert what 
was an opposition to the registry fiill, into 
an opposition to the’ government. The 
insurrection at ^ast^got to such a head, 
that the troops wejjs called upon to act 
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When it appeared that this M. Perrot 
had taken a •distinguished part in .the 
affair, the governor, by the advice of the * 
council, had thought it right to rid him¬ 
self of the leaders of the insurrection, by 
shipping them fur England. Since the 
petitioner had stated his case, he had been 
oadered to return to his family, and was 
provided With the means of subsistence 
and shipping back. Every syllable of his 
complaint, respecting the severity of his 
treatment on board ship, had been con¬ 
tradicted. 

Mr. Jiarini^ did not *think it had been 
$bown,>that the best line had been adopted 
which the case rcipired. The best proof 
that there was no serious cliar^ against 
th^petitiwicr was, that he was ordered f6 
be sent back. The libesties of the^eople 
of the new colonics we had acquired, were 
subject to the simplc'will of the respec¬ 
tive governors, and the^cl’ore the question, 
as to what sort of government these colonies 
should be under, was worthy of the earlyat- 
tention of the House. H e maintained that 
the governor of the isle oS France had, .. 
by his conduct to the *petitioner, exposed 
himself to an action for damages. Enor¬ 
mous exactions, he understood, had been 
practised upon^the people and property of 
'that island, by the mere fiat of the go¬ 
vernor; a circumstance which deserved 
the decisive interposition of the House. 

Sir S. was*qf opinion, that tb» 

^rocccdjjsp of the governor asuiiist the 
petitidller #ere most unjufitifiiliro. Were 
there no laws in the island, that he was 
sent a prisoner to a country where he had 
np friends or connexions whatever! It 
was not made out that this person was 
acting in the insurrection, and therefore 
if a man was to be suffered to be thus in-< 

^ jured with impunity, he would say, that 
*the»Housc was entirely insensible to the 
liberties of British tubjects abroad. He 
thought the case in question was a very, 
serions one indeed. • . 

Mr. Ponsonbtf desired ifi Imowplf IhiSr 
persbn wasnctually engaW^d in the it^r- 
rection against the goveroment, whyprS- 
ceedings wb re nnt instituted agmnst him 
there ? Bar WEkt purpose should our go- 
vernmeift order him to gjo bgcj^J^^be 
island was he nottri^ UieroJ or 

sent here with sucl^ chdIJiges agains^ini 
as might cause an InvS^tiga^on into^'i^*’ 
conduct * ' ^ J ^ • 

Mr. BrosgXflffl ‘thought, froi^whafchad 
transpiredH^hat this case ‘fiatWmsamcih* 
more serious stope than it had at first 
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peared in*. TbUt person had sadcred a 
severe punishment before any trial; and 
tlw'only question was, whether tlie state 
of the island authorised such conduct as 
had been adopted towards him ! Was it to 
be. taken up as a j)rincij>lo that our go¬ 
vernors of distant coJonies wore to send 
Jhome persons, at their mere will or plea¬ 
sure; and that they were then to Be 
simply ordered bagk again, without any 
«liarges appearing against them ? 

The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

• 

Irish Grand Jury Prbientments.] 
Mr. Cooper after a few preliminSry ob-' 
servation^, in the course of which he com¬ 
mented upem the report which a con'- 
mittee bad drawn upon this subject, mo'.ed 
for ledvc to brin^ in a bill to consolidate, 
amend, and reduce into one, ail the Sets 
relative to the mode of raising money by 
grand jury presentments in Ireland. He 
stated it to be his intention fjot to press 
the bill during the present session. A 
long conversation ensued, in the course of 
wbich,sir J. Newport, Mr. Pon 80 nby,Mr. 
Abercrombie, and "sir H. Parnell, urged 
the nece§sjty' of a bill, even in tllb present i 
session, which shouid.plac^ the tax levied 
by these assessments under jiropcr con¬ 
trol. On these grounds sir H. Parnell 
moved, that the words “ consolidating," 
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to call the attention of the House to tliose 
petitions from the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, which he had pr/)scnted. He 
said those petitions contained the prayer 
of nine-tenths of the Irish Roman Catho- 
Ijcs, including all the Catholic clergy; 
^tbar tliey were unlike the petitions usually 
presented to the House, becipise ^they 
belonged rather to a whole peq)Ie, than 
to some particular class of persons seeking 
some advantage of a private or personal 
I consideration. If it was true, that the 
! population of Ireland exceeded six mil- 
[ lions, the number of those who were ini- 
mediateljT iiuerested in these petitions, 
could not be less than between four and 
five millions. As their grievance was ex¬ 
clusion froni tjtc constitution and their 
prayer was fo be admitted into the enjoy¬ 
ment of it, he could not conceive how a 
stronger claim could exist upon the con¬ 
sideration of the House, than this claim 
whicli was now made upon it by the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland. The mo¬ 
tion which had been submitted to tlic 
House by a right hon. fi iend of his (Mr. 
Grattan) rendered it unnecessary for him 
at this time to pi css the House to come 
to a further decision upon the general 
question of cmancifinliun; this hh’d been 
so recently discussed and decided upon, ' 
hc^felt could answer no ^oud purpose, 
but, on the contrary, he conceived it 


and “ reducing into one," be left out of | might^'injur^ the question very cousidera- 
the rotition, for purposK.^ leaving ' ’ ' * ’ ’ rr 

only tfi^H^ord “ amending." ^Mt^Vesey 
Fitzggral^Cckhowfedged the utilfty of 
some immediate me'asurc, but was un- 
wdliOg to take the subject out of the 
bands of Mr. Cooper. Mr. Peel pro¬ 
posed that two bills should be brought in, 
the one for consolidating, &c. and the 
other for amending, so- as to give tlie 
power of immediate dpntrol. The latter J 
bill might pass this session, and the fo^ner 
be postponed to the next. The Speaker sub¬ 
mitted, that m poifit of fonn two bills could 
w^kcotKJurrenily pass through the House, 

^botli profes&inr the same objects, tbougji 
tp y greater e^nt in the ^le than the 
othkr: besides, the j^solidating act could 
‘■^ot include the one thai<wtt;j[^c6ntempora- 
Jaebusy’fith it. After soirte farrier con- 
«weiViHMn£jir H«Parneirs amendment was 
“Ciiried, and Mf-^Vesey Fi^^gbratd con- 
„ 4 l^jled>to bring uvo bili with the title thus 
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QuESXkON.] * Sir 
rose, pursuant'to notice, .j 
§ 


bly again to tayp the sense of the House 
upon^ it. In respeci, therefore, tti the 
claims of the Catholics to scats in pnrlia-> 
ment/. hnd to be eligible to fill those offices 
cf the state, which were offices of great 
political influence, he should not now 
bring them finder discussion. But, in 
order that these important objects sliould 
not be lost sight of, he wished to give the 
House to understand, t*iiat he should call 
upon it to take tlyjm into ks cousic^eration 
early in the next session. He would, for 
that purpose, be pi'psfent at the opening of 
it, and on the fkst day he would give no¬ 
tice of a motion for the complete emanci¬ 
pation' of the Catholics, and also for calling 
ore? the House on tlie day fixed tor the 
ciebhte. The interval could nut bo better 
occupied^, th^ by diligently examining 
into all the details belonging to this most 
importatUt question. The result of such 
an inquiry would be a conviction, that the 
disorders wbicl/prevail in Ire^^nd cannot 
be remedied by any other measure than 
that of a complete repeal of the penal 
code. The system ofcuilitary government 
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which now existed th«?re, could never 
conciliate the aftections of the people to 
the state, though it might prrtduee a 
temporary suspension of outrage and dis¬ 
turbance: nothing but a complete parti¬ 
cipation of the whole constitution can re¬ 
form or tranquillize that country, lie 
hoped ministers would at length make the 
Catholic question a cabinet question. He 
found, on looking into the correspondence 
which took place .in 1812, between lord 
Liverpool and lord Wellesley on the sub¬ 
ject of forming a new administiution, 
after the death of Mr. Perceva^ thatigrd 
Liverpool rested the opposition of himself 
and his colleagues, the very same who 
now form the cabinet, upon three grounds, 
—1st, The conduct and temper which the 
Koman Catholics have been induced to 
manifest. 2dly, The principle upon which 
the question has, been brought forward. 
3dly, The circumstances of Europe. In 
respect to the first objection, the conduct 
and temper of the Catholics, a great 
change had taken place since 1812. No 
Epcechcs and no resolutions had appeared 
to draw down upon them any complaint. 
They had themselves proposed to meet 
the wjj|hes of those ^who desire further 
ecclesiastical securities, to ask the pope 
to surrender all influence in the appoint-' 
ment of bisligips, by rendering Ute nomi¬ 
nation of each new bishop wholly do¬ 
mestic. Uut if the conducli* and temper 
of the Catholics wmre anot yet such as 
every one can approve of, ought tii'at to 
be a reason for the cabinet refusing to 
listen to their claims ?'If it was A"ght it 
should be so, the prospect of any settle¬ 
ment would be utterly hopeless. For how 
is it possible to expect an e&cctual change, 
while it is refused even to inquire into the 
nature of their grievances? In respect to 
the second objection, made by lord Liter-* 
ool, t^c principle ^^whioli the question 
ad been brought pirward, ‘namely, tBe 
principle that the Catholics 'demanded 
concessions as a. matter of right, this can 
iTO longer be urged, as such a principle 
is not set forth either by them, ot those 
who in this House advocate their c^usf.. 
As to the third objection^ the circum¬ 
stances of Europe, this has wholly disap¬ 
peared. It follows, therefore, that ac¬ 
cording to lord Liverpool’s own^howing, 
there does not exist at tjiis time any one 
of those objections which induced him 
and his colleagues, jn 1812, to withhold 
their consent tq,thc Catholic claims. This 
being the case, is »bt the eonduct of mi** 
(VOL.XXXI^) 
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nisters deserving of censure, for suffering 
this session pas.s over without, any 
symptom of ever having bestowdd a riio-» 
merit’s consideration on this question, and 
that, too, notwithstanding the very first sub¬ 
ject thi^t was brought before the House in 
this session, was the complete failure of all 
^ic efforts of the Irish government to 
check the progress of secret associations 
and open disturbance which prevailed in 
Ireland. It was much to be desired that 
some explanation should be given by the 
^oble lord (Castlereagh) of what were the 
opiniohs of ministers, under* the present 
circurnstaned^ of the question. Tlje agi- 
'tation which' prevailed in Ireland was 
greater than ever was before kaovvn. If 
ministers.would give their support toabiW 
fol granting the subordinate concessions, 
thpy would do a great*deal towards ap¬ 
peasing this agitation. The noble lord 
has said, tliat the success of the Catholics 
was altogether in theii^ own hands ; but to 
make tkein feel this to be the case, some¬ 
thing more was wanting than the assertion 
of the noble lord. The, Catholics will 
judge from the vote.*^ of the House upon' ■ 
the probability of succeding in their ob¬ 
ject, and if they see refusal loM: ur re fusal % 
to entertain their claims, they will become 
more and more discontented. It was 
principally for the purpose of counteract¬ 
ing the ill effects ufvm the feelings of the. 
Catholics, of allowing the session to close 
without .^fhg something for thei^t^hat he 
■prop^ppcil ^ bill should PMs^or giving 
them the subordinate coneeSions.^* Even 
these would be received with gratitude, 
and would be considered ^s a pledge 
?he favourable disposition of parliament to 
give them further relief. He felt himself 
in a situation to propose such a measure, 
with every expectation of the support of 
the House, in consequence of the admis- 
.sions that those mqpbers who bad been . 
the most zealous opponents of the Catho* 
lies had made, of the expediency and 
safety of such a measure. I He aJUudei^ te 
Xht^opinionp of sir Williail f^cott, sir John 
Nichol, Mt. Yorke, and ile Speaker ^par¬ 
ticularly gf the lattm^wiio had sam, so 
long ago as^^ 'jiCRf^lS, that “ what he 
conten^d foi^ was, that we ought still to 
withh^ fimm the Roman ail 

capaewy Apolitical power and jurisdiction 
but at the same time widely and liberallfUwi 
to lay open before them the^ld of profi- 
* table and honourable rewwd^r (listing 
gu!khed exertions and services^nd itl mati- 
tersof religion to render Aeiw^al tolfc^ 

(sr) . f 
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tion complete.’* With this antborityiafa* 
Toui; of the. object be haij in vitw, be 
• sli6uld l^ropose to the House certain 
resolutions, which, if agreed to, would 
/brra the subject.matter of a bill for gran¬ 
ting those concessions, which the i^peaker 
bad said oi^ht to be widely and liberally 
granted. The first resolution goes to de¬ 
clare the expediency of granting the offi¬ 
ces of teller and cashier of theexchequer, 
or auditor-general, vice-treasurer, postmas¬ 
ter-general, Serjeant at law, attorney and 
solicitor general, king’s counsel, master in 
chancery, niaster and lieutenant-general 
of the ordnance, generals *bn th^ staff, 
sberifF and sub-sheriff, and all offices of' 
corporatiens. This resolution would open 
to’jbc Irish Catholics several legal offices. 
It woqld -open the army to every office 
but that of commander of the forces. , It 
would open all the vevenue offices and all 
corporation offices. It would not be diffi¬ 
cult to produce caSfes to prove, that every 
existing restriction has been the source of 
great grievance to individuals; but to do 
80 would be gQiug too much at length into 
■ the question. One^which had lately hap¬ 
pens was sufficient to give tl^ House 
«' aomc the operationthese penal 

disqualibcations. ACatholicin the seaser- 
vice had been Vecommendbd for promo¬ 
tion for his gallant conduct, and be was 
nominated as master and commander. 
When he wished to fake the benefit of bis 
promo^n, be wasCialled upon ti».take the 
oaths of qualification^ and not cboba.rig to 
abaneffin his^i'eiigion, he lost his rank. 
This gentleman had two brothers killed 
fighting in Spain.—The next resolution 
went to relieve Catholics from the neces¬ 
sity of taking the qualifying oaths of 1773 
and 1793, as the condition of voting at 
elections for members of parliament, a 
condition which operated as a great vena¬ 
tion to them, witbout^onferring a singlet 
advantage to the state. ' The next resolu¬ 
tion was, to relieve -Catholics from taking 
oaebs m 1), qualification for purchas¬ 
ing or disposing of landed property. « Aa 
the^w now states, no Catholic can ac¬ 
quit* or disposq ol^y property in land, 
fSjCept at a rack-rea^Hfw,'please of 31 
jyars, unless he takes thesh 'oatbn If he 
aboaM lut^ at>purcbase, «od 

tsiye omitted to tjike them either nbrough 
- M^q. t w aqce, or from being incapable through 
of going into the public court, where 
to be taken, or even ift^jler* 
heshould l««e hia 
sQf ai^ member of 
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hla family who dhooses to conform, mw 
file a bill in chancery, and possess himaelf 
of the property. This actuffily happened 
in the case of a Mr. M*£voy. The total 
absence of ell necessity for continuing 
such a restriction on the right over pro¬ 
perty, must show the expediency of re¬ 
moving it.—-The next resolutioif enables 
Catholics to make charitable donations for 
the niaintenance of their chapels, priests, 
and schools. This they cannot now do, 
as all such donations are held to be for 
superstitious uses^ and, as yuch, are seized 
upon by the commissioners of charitable 
bequests, and applied to other charitable 
purposes. The impolicy and injustice of 
such a prohibition is loo'palpable to re¬ 
quire any comment. The two remaining 
resoTbtions go to give protection to Catho¬ 
lic priests and their congregations, from 
disturbance during divine service ; and to 
protect Catholic soldiers from being com¬ 
pelled to attend Protestant places of wor¬ 
ship-two objects particularly recommen¬ 
ded by the authority of the Speaker. 
Should these resolutions receive the sanc¬ 
tion of the House, a furtiier resolution 
will be necessary to place the English Ca¬ 
tholics in every respect on a footlijg- with 
the Irish Catholics. If a bill should be 
allowed to pass this session founded on 
these resslutions, a great extent of prac¬ 
tical relief will be conceded to the Catlio- 
lics. .U'hey'will feel grateful for the favour 
conferred on thorn ; they will regar^l the 
gover'unent and parHament as their sin¬ 
cere friends; and instead of looking at the 
questffin of ecclesiastical arrangements 
with 8 suspicion and a prejudice which 
does not alloy them even to bestow a 
thought upon the meaning and plan of 
these arrangements, they wil{ calmly exa¬ 
mine them, and ultimately accede to them, 

• if these arrangements, shall be wholly 
free from a tenden^ to injure tlieir civil 
I&erty or their reli^n. Sir Henry then 
proposed'his firs^ resolution. 

Mr. Peel begged that the standing or¬ 
der might be read, by which it was declaf'- 
fd, tbtt no bill which went to make an al- 
cterq^ion in the religion of the country, 
should be discussed io that House untit 
the proposition had been first considered 
by a commiteee, or agreed toby the I^ouse. 
—^This Vsing done. 

The ^aker sgid, that in matters of this 
nature it wtus the practice to begin with a 
committee of the whole House; at the 
same time he did not koofy that any bon. 
•member was preioladeil firoip moving' ab- 
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stract retolutims: bat'certainly no bill 
codd be introduced without the sanction 
of a committee. 

Sir H, Parnell was perfectly aware that 
if it had been a general measure for Ca¬ 
tholic emancipation, it ought to be refeY- 
red to a committee of the whole House; 
but4)y s&bmitting only these concessions, 
be considered himself justified in mpking 
the motion. 

Mr. Serjeant Best was decidedly of opi¬ 
nion that the resolution came within the 
spirit of the standing order. The * Ijon. 
baronet seemed to think that •he could 
carry his resolutions by piece-meal, but it 
was impossible to put such a construction 
on the order of the Flouse. 

Sir H, Parnell apprehended that he 
was not so much mistaken in point ofVorm 
as seemed to be imagined, Several acts 
had been passed* in the Irish House of 
Commons, which was governed by the 
same rules as the English and that House 
had always allowed bills of this nature to 
be brought in without previous inquiry by 
a committee. 

Lord Castlereagh said, it was impossible 
not to feci, that in thus bringing the 
quesrioci forward the Jion. baronet could 
do it no good. If under such auspices he 
could reconcile it to his own feelings to 
proceed, suclt a course would hfe ablmr- 
rent to the feelings of those who usually 
acted with* him, and to others*who felt as 
anxiqjis on this question is the hon.\aro- 
net himself could do., He trustta he 
would feel that to persevere would, be to 
sacrifice the real intcrelts of the question 
to what he might regard as his own con¬ 
sistency, though surely tliat could not 
really be consistency which at all made 
against thoss^of whom he had so long been 
the advocate. He would put it to the 
hon. baronet, if many, of the friends to tin's 
question had not wiiHdjptRvn themselves on 
account of the egfirse which he had 
thought it his duty to take I and ne would 
ask if it was dealing candidly by the 
])ouse thus to bring this great question 
into discussion piece-meal ? He wis not 
prepared to oppose those concessions' 
which had been called for, but at the same 
time'be could not sufier himself to be 
^.''Ogg^d in totibpportevery indi8Creet,Aio- 
tion which might be brought forward con¬ 
nected with it. The impsudent motion of 
the hm, baronet he thought likely to do 
great injury to the cause, qndthefefbre be 
could not give il his support. He put it 
to tbe hon. hRnmdt, if by perscwering in 
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his motion be could hope to serve the 
CathoKcs when it was seen that, bis* Qwn 
political friends were absent to avoid bet’ 
ing placed in that dilemma which would 
leave them no choice but to vote against 
bis motion, or to do that which would not 
serve the Catholics. He hoped the hon. 
beronet would not persevere in his pre¬ 
sent motion as it was obviously the inter¬ 
est of the quesion that he should abandon 
it. 

Sir H. Tarnell said, that the opinion o 
the noble lord placed this question entirely 
on a aiffereqt footingn Th’e noble lord 
jiad stjited that he could not support the 
motion, Avhich deprived him of llie hopes 
ef success. He was placed in d situatiOii 
to.which every person who felt anxious*to 
discharge his public duty was always liable. 

The petition which he had presented could 
not be considered in any other light than 
as the petition of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland: aqd he had felt it his duty to at¬ 
tend to the sentiments and feelings which 
they had expressed. He was persuaded 
that there was no other way of succeeding, 
in this great question,* than by bringing It 
repeatedly before parliament. With, 
respect to tl»e temper of thb^-^«nran ’’ 
Catholics, it could hardly be expected 
that the irritation would subside, when no¬ 
thing occurred but refusal after refusal, 
to take their clainrs into consideration. 

He had been anxious.!|t all times jto sup¬ 
port their-ii'terests to th^est of hw power; 
but, &iter (the opinicgis yhl§| i-.^e noble 
lord had expressed, Jhe tIiSllght it biS duty 
to withdraw his resolutions. 

’ Scot'ch DisTii-tERiES.] The House 
hating resolved itself into a committee on 
the Scotch Distillery acts. 

The Chancellor the Exchequer vedd^ 

' that illicit distillation had, of late years 
been carried on to a* most mischievous ex¬ 
tent, and that this was vetff much to be 
attributed to the bad qpali^ of*the spirit 
produced from the regujar, diSUlletieS.* 
Th»plan n^icb he intendjlNd to submit ta 
the committee consisted^' regulstiordabd 
reduction ef dnty^^im ^i$ purpoK he 
intended to «ei)couTage the use of small 
stills of bQ gallons. By this meanti, espe¬ 
cially ig ilm Highlands, VriM(«*mi{%is- 
tiliatidn chiefly prevailed^ a ^latable spi - 
rit might be prodrfeed* fn the legal ways** 
and illicisdistillatimi efleetual^ prevented., 

'A boundary had been estelflllj^d for tbe 
Hi^landi^within which the di^Mery duty 
was lower} bht wiUi tbh regfiation, tlM 
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none of the spirit distilled within the high- 
laajd< boi^ndary should be uanspoited to 
the Lowlands. But he now intended to 
abolish this line entirely, and to reduce 
the duty from 30 to 25 per cent. The 
duty on spirits was at present 8s. W- per 
allon, and this he should propose to rc- 
uce to 6$. 4d. per gallon, namely, 8d. per 

f allen on the wash, and 9d, on the spirit.— 
le then moved—“ That the present du¬ 
ties on spirits distilled in Scotland, do 
cease and determine.” 

Mr. fV. Smith said, that as mucji diilK 
culty would exist in collect^g a duty of 
6s. 4:di as a duty of 9s. It was alnaost in-, 
credible the extent to which illicit distil¬ 
lation in ^Scotland bad gone. He had 
sp'aken with a gentleman who was owper 
of an ielahd to the north of the Head of 
Kintyre. That island he had disposed‘of, 
and the reason he “assigned for doing so 
was, because it was^ filled with the nests of 
illicit distillers, who destroyed his young 
plantations, and whom he found it impos¬ 
sible to dislodge. Those persons would 
.not be willing <o pay 6s. id. per gallon for 
spirits, on which they at present paid no 
duty. This being the case, he* thought 
the*<^daa<«f the right hon. geetlcman would 
tend to disarrange tlfe distillery regula¬ 
tions throughout the country, without at 
ail benefitiing the revenue. 

Mr. Finlay approved of the proposition 
of doing away the line between the High¬ 
lands w^d Lowlatws. The pro^V^ed regu¬ 
lations wH^Jil^i^e the effect of^preveotin^ 
the effesumer Yfom dealing with the illicit 
distiller. He conceived, however, that 
the duty of id. was too great. In time 
such a duty might be collected;' but at 
present be thought it would be impossible. 
It was futile to think that illicit distillation 
could be put down at once in Scotland. 

Mr. C. Grant sen. Stated the universal 
prevalence of illicit distillation, and its la» 
ntentable effects on the morals of the peo¬ 
ple, who^' bv Hying in opposition to 
^awf IcaniedftoLdespise it. The legal dis¬ 
tiller ought to fe encouraged order tb 
ckeUc this evil^nd that comd only be 
don# by lowcrio^Siig ^duty . The gentle¬ 
men of Scotland wisnc$T^{}tet (kwn this 

lyst ero, bu t were persuaded thatUie only 
moddk Wini^.lAwer the duty*, • \ 

Mr. /V. Dundas argued in favour of a 
•-reduction of thd dut^ to 5s. per gallon. 

- drew a«lamentable picture <Jf the dc; 
teriol'atetia^Fte of morale in the Ivgh- 
lands, ariifcg from the use of arftent spirits, 
Ud pcHtmlmd it ^ith the morality and 


Scotch DistiUeries. [1013 

good order which* prior to the ihtroduc- 
tion of illicit distillation, had prevailed 
there. * 

Alderman C. Smith spoke in favour of 
the duty proposed. 

'Mr. Vcsei/ Fitzga ald contended, that 
tl)c proposed reduction of duty would be 
sufficient. It would be in fact a r'edudion 
to 5s.,9d. Ho should on his part propose 
to take off from the Irish duty 6d. per gal¬ 
lon, because the Irish duty could not, un¬ 
der the articles of the union, be higher 
thatj £he Scotch. He was‘aware that the 
difference* of strength was considerable, 
and that made the duty, as calculated by 
his right hon. friend, the same as the duty 
in Ireland : itill it was a matter of calcu¬ 
lation, and Be ‘iJ^ould not have, even in 
semblance, a higher rate in Ireland than 
existed in any part of Great Britain. He 
considered that provision of the treaty of 
union as its most vital enactment. 'With 
regard to Scotland it could not be said that 
the proposition was not a very favourable 
one. Let it not be too sanguinely expect¬ 
ed, however, that low duties alone would 
be sufficient. He was not paradoxical 
enough to assert that they would increase 
the evil; but this he recollected,/drat in 
Ireland they had been tried, and had not • 
diminished it. A right hon. friend of his 
(Mr. FoAer) had been perssaded to con¬ 
sent to a similar measure in Ireland. The 
duty v?as re&uced to 2.<. 6f/. a gallon for 
the ji'tirpose of sQppressing the illicil. dis- 
tillaliSn ; yet it wps (Irovod that the prac¬ 
tice never prevailed so extensively as at 
the very time that the duty was so low¬ 
ered. 

Mr. J. P. Grant said, that spirits were 
selling for 6s. per gallon in Scotland, being 
somewhat less than the duty, proposed to 
be levied. How thcn*’wa8 it possible^ to 
decrease the consumption of illicit spirits, 
^hen it was.now 8r,‘^at a price ItiSts than 
the duty yvhich the^iight hon. gentleman 
i>roposed ? The thorals of the people of 
Scotland were ruined by*the intemperate 
use of spirits. At one meeting of magis- 
tr.itcs,* no less than 1,3(X) persons were 
' brosght up to be fined for carrying on il¬ 
licit distillation. 

The llesolution was then agreed to. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequers then 
proposeVidiis second llesolution, viz. “That 
a duty of eightpence be chargetj on every 
gallon of wash, made from malt, &c. for 
the manfifacturg of spirits in- Scotland ;’•* 
whkh was agreed to. He next proposed 
—“ That a duty o£*9d. be_ charged on 
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every gallon of spirits, 1-10th above hy¬ 
drometer ]irnoP, manufactured for con¬ 
sumption in* Scotland,” which was also 
agreed to. 
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Abdv’s DivoRcjoihLL.] The House 
having resolved itself into a committee on 
sir William Ahdy'a Divorce Hill, 

The Earl of Lauderdale moved the in¬ 
sertion of a clahse to make a provisihn of 
500/. per annum tor lady Abdy for life, 
the fortune she brought her husband hav¬ 
ing been 10,000/. 

The Lord Chancellor coul^ot consent 
to 500/., and thought ^(XiTS-would, under 
the circumstances, be enough. 

The Earl of Lauderdale agreed to insert 
400/. instead of 5001. 

The Earl of Limerick said, that sir Wil¬ 
liam Abdj' thought SOO/. enough. 

It was at length agreed that the clause 
should pass the committee with 400/., sub¬ 
ject to future discussion. 

The Earl of Lauderdale then moved to 
strike out the last clause, prohibiting lady 
Abdy %nd lord C. Hentinck from inter¬ 
marrying. His lordship observed, that the 
principle of the standing order requiring a 
clause to thk effect to be inserted in* all 
divorce bills, had, since its establishment, 
been only acted upon onc^, in a case 
wherQ, from relationship, the iutellpiar- 
riage of the parties trould have beet) ille¬ 
gal, and that in every other case the clause 
bad been struck out. He saw no cft'cum- 
stances in the present case which called 
for the enforcement of suph a clause, or 
that tills case should be rendered an ex¬ 
ception to tjie number of those in which 
the clause had been dispensed with. 

Lord Kenyon, on the contrar}*, thought 
that tht circumstan^ta^' this .case requir¬ 
ed the enactment ofsmch a clause, as the 
inducement held out to lady Abdy was a 
subsequent marriage, and the interests of 
morality required that such inducements 
should be rendered unavailing. * 

The Bishop of Chester also thoughtthat* 
morality required the enforcement of this 
clause. * 

The Earl of* Carnarvon contended, that 
tliere was nothing in this case tlisrt ought 
to render it an exceptior^ to the general 
practice of the House regarding divorce 
bills, particularly, as* tl)e,induci^ent al¬ 
luded to was «eld out after, the seduc¬ 
tion had take 4 placS. 
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The Lord Chancellor observed, that the 
object*of tliedstanding order, wi^li ragard 
to clauses of tliis description was, to dis-' 
arm the temptation to adultery in the 
woman from the expectation of a subse¬ 
quent ^larriage, but he was not prepared 
to say how far that House, by, in every 
wstance save one, rejecting a clause of 
this description, might not themselves have 
contributed to that temptation which the 
principle of tlie standing order went to dis¬ 
arm. He did not believe it originally was the 
intention of parliament that the offending 
parties'shoul^ intermaary, and it was to be 
obser'tjed that there was a clause in divorce 
liills to enable the husband to marry again^ 
hut nothing was enacted with Respect to 
th 9 divorced wife, nor had any dccisibn 
ever taken place with regard to theiegality 
ofihe marriage of a wife so divorced. He 
thought that the circumstances of this 
case called for the enforcement of the 
clause wh^ch it was * now proposed to 
omit. 

Tlie question was put that the clause 
proposed to be left out stand part of the. 
bill, when the chairman declared the Not- 
Content'i had it. No division took place, 
but lord Kegyon gave notice 4lMU<Hfe^ *• 
should move on the third reading to re¬ 
insert the clau&e. ' 
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order of tlie day fof tIiS**8Kond ii(.4ldiiig 
of this bill, 

Lord A. Hamilton complained that this 
hill had been brought forward without 
suiheient information on the subject having 
been afforded to the House. He com¬ 
plained of the great inconveniences which 
the^ublic would be subjected to, and of 
the large profits which the bank unfairly 
derived from the issue of thqjif tokens. It 
was desirable that it should he known 
what was ultimately to he voije wvth tliesG* 
eoknns. had nut hc^d how the old 
coin was ttf be exchan^!u for the taavt ; 
but particular caremi^t.to be tak^ to 
protect Uie ^I^lil!*lfom any difficulty that 
might Irise. He thought every man 
ought ^b,e enabled toefl'e^^^Waf^itehaige 
at hiswa door, withouU,beii)g exposed (o 
either trouble or cxpenae*. Much distress’**** 
had been* experienced already, in conse-, 
quejjice of old ,^silver having%«!|t/ refused, 
a great portion of which.was in such a 
state, that he did’not . know-how it wa» 
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ossibie to determine whether or dot it 
ad f!vcr been issued by the»niint, and this 
' be appre'hended would be particularly felt 
whenever the time an-ived for exchanging 
the old for the new. 

Mr. Rose agreed that there n^uld be 
much inconvenience attendant on calling 
in the old sUver coin; but this was an iii* 
convenience whicli must be encountered 
at some time or other. As to the diffi¬ 
culty of detecting bad silver, he believed 
it would not be found so great as the 
noble lord imagined. There were persoits 
connected v/ith the mint w^o could dis¬ 
tinguish the good from the bad witj^ great 
accuracy. 

Mr. f'.*‘Le'wis was satisfied it H^ould bf 
desirable tn have a coinage in gold,,of 
twent}tjihilling piques. It had been argued 
against this, that it would become neces¬ 
sary to re-coio all tl»e guineas. The num¬ 
ber of these now in the country had been 
estimated at half a* million, (^reat incon¬ 
venience could not be anticipated from 
the re-coinage of these. The public con- 
. venicncc would be greatly consulted, by 
their being accommodated with money of 
the value he had mentioned. While, how- 
evesv-lba bank restriction ^ct continued, 
be thouglit any new silver coinage would 
be likely to be'melted duvVn, and rlisap-' 
pear as the gold had done in our time, 
and as it was knowti the newly coined 
silver ^ttd done ia^ie reign of king Wil¬ 
liam. ^ When t\j/C price of V^^llion was 
greatly ^om:^e im'nt price, thought 
it woVdd always* oe better to raise the de¬ 
nomination of the coin in circulation, as 
liad been done by the bank tokens, and 
let it pass current for what it was worth in 
the market, than by acting on an oppdsite 
prinqipic, to lose our metallic circulating 
medium altogether. A coinage of gold, 
he was of opinion, obght to be issued,* 
simultaneously with tliat of silver. • 

Mr. Gret^ll thought his noble friend 
had fallen into ^ great error, when he 
'supposes tt)e\bsnk to be (jainers by the 
issue of their Vokens. At t|p timo> the 
liBife tokens wm issued, they were worth 
abofit 2$. lOd. Jgro m the fall which* 
had taken place in tB3p?i^wf a^ver, the 
intirin sic val ue was at the jpWenumoment 
hot bank having ifs&d them 

when the silver'they contained wm equal 
•**ta JOd,, thd tliffifircnce between that 

,sum and Srfjiaving l^cp alluwe^for work¬ 
ing ihed^jpflT' and the expense of is^iiw 
tl^m, i^roUqired that die bankj^compeUed 
x^ow to 4*1^ ^ them, would lose 
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on eacli token. 'He was in &vour of a 
coinage of 2(Xr. pieces. 

Mr. T/iorniootafter showing' how heavily 
the bank would suffer on calling in their 
tokens, said that he could see no objec¬ 
tion to the alteration of the gold coin 
from the value of 21 to that of Ws. 

Mr. Wellesleif Foie said, thkt it^was 
necessary for him to intrude for a short 
time upon the indulgence of the House, 
in consequence of what had fallen from 
the noble lord, wbo had thought proper 
to ^ensure him for remissiress in not giv¬ 
ing the House further information upon 
the subject, upon moving the second 
reading of the bill. He was, he confessed, 
rather surfvii^ed at such a charge ; he was 
sure, that if aSsf noble lord had heard him 
a feVv niglUs ago, when he opened the 
subject to the House, he would rather 
have been disposed to fkid fault with him 
for entering too much into detail, than for 
withholding any information which it was 
in his power to give. However, as the 
noble lord, and perhaps several other 
members then present, were not in the 
House when the resolutions were moved 
upon which the bill was founded, he 
would shortly re-state the groun4s'upon 
wliich the measure was introduced, pre- . 
raising, however, that all the noble lord’s 
objections were directed agairast the details 
of the measure, and that this was the 
stage/for discussing the principle. The 
nobl/f lord beguto by stating that hp had 
not heard what odbasures were to be 
adopted to relieve the public from the 
loss ahd the distress which must be felt 
when the new coin was issued. If tlie 
noble lord had been present when he 
opened the measure, he would have known 
that that was a subject whicl\ had particu¬ 
larly engaged his attention, and that he 
ball stated very fuUy the means by which 
he proposed tbprs^wit, or at Icastco naiti-^ 
gate, the inconveo%,nce as much as p(»- 
sible. It was proposed in :iibout seven 
months to issue a silver coinage amount¬ 
ing to two millions and a half steding 
(sixty-two millions of shillings' and six- 
peivees). Previous to bringing this ooiit 
into .circulatten, it was intended to ascer¬ 
tain 'the amount that might be necessary 
for supplying the varlouft great ^owm 
tbrouglKHifc Great Britain, and it was 
proposed to deposit such sun^s as were 
requisite for the exchange of the coin; 
an arrai%ement was in contemplation for 
a siiDuUaneous issue and^exthange. By 
the adoption of this there was evciy 
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reason to hope, tb^ in *a very short time cent. Tlie btmlc would take them at their 
all the old coin would be brought in, and nominal value, and they would prolmbiy 
exchanged new, without any serious be sent to the mint to he recoined. Tiie ' 
inconvenience to the public. He hoped noble lord had fallen into a great error 
that it might be found practicable to in supposing that the bank would gain by 
prevent individuals from having mofe this trasilaction ; it was obvious fr<»m the 
than 15 or ^0 miles to go to exchange material reduction in the price of silver 
thei» silvbr. With respect to the loss that the bank must be considerable losers 
which individuals wtuld sustain, i( was by all their tokens being brought in. But, 
impossible to prevent it to a certain said the noble lord, they must gain, be- 
extent, because there was such a large cause they will receive 6G shillings for 
quantity of counterfeit coin in circulation; their pound of silver, instead of 62, con- 
but the personS'Who would be appointed to seijuentjy they will gain 4 sh|lliDgs upon 
exchange the new for the old coin, would every pound qf silver bullion which tjtiey 
receive instructions to act in a liberal qpin. 3ut if the noble lord had tBonsi- 
manner in receiving the latter, and where- dered ifo# a moment, he would I^ave per- 
ever any doubt really existed^^ decide in caived'tnat the bank could gain nothing 
favour of the public. The wble lord had by the new coinage, because th 9 ugh iKb 
said that great distress had already been pound of silver would bo coined into 66 
felt upon this subject from the refusal shillings, yet 4 shillings would be retained 
of tradesmen in general to receive the for seignorage, and therefore the bank; 
greater part of the coin now in circulation, or any individual who ^nt bullion to be 
The fact was, that from the very defec- coined, would only receive 62 shillings as 
tive state of the currency of this country, heretofore.—With respect to what had 
a great deal of French silver had got into been said about gold 20 shilling pieces, 
ciiculation, and as it never could have he confessed, that what he had heard * 
been expected that government would had made a great impression upon him. 
exchange the new silver coin for all the It was a *subj^t which had very muclj^«x 
French that had been lately imported engaged the altention of the committee 
^nd mixed with the coin of the realm, of coin before^ they made, their report, 
it was very natural for persons to refuse The committee* were strongly impressed ’ 
taking that, as coin, which thdy knew with a well founded opinion that our gold 
they would not be able afterwards to coin, reformed as it 'had been in 1774, 
exchange. • He lamented the inctmve- stood very j^igli in sftpute throughout 
nience,which individuals tuffered, bu^ it Europe forfits accurac^^iin weiglit* and 
was an evil which it* was impossiblb to fin'eneas, aiftl as it genei^lly 

remedy, and the longer that French coin known and approved they wer^ un- 
was allowed to contindb in circulsnion, willing to make any alteration in Uic 
the greater the loss would- ultimately be. denominations of our gold toin, lest it 
But he begged to assure tha House that should aflfect our exchanges, or create any 
government had not been inattentive to difBculty or confusion in our mercantile 
the loss whicl^ individuals would' sustain transactions abroad. On tiiat ground, 
who bad what was called coin of th^ therefore, and also on account of tlic eit- 
realm in their possession; in many places pensawhich a re-cotnage of the guineas 
* reroediesihad alrcad^a^ applied to the, would occasion, they*had recommended 
evU and be was happy te iay that tjfe bank that no alteration should be rdfiSTe in the 
of England had very efiectually co-operated 'gold coin. With respect tctthc*namber ^ 
with government ih their ellbrts upon this of guineas at present in thjf eou^try, *lt 
suQect. It alTorded him »eat 6ati|f8c- wak irflpossibl^ to form an^act estimtte. 
tion to be able to say that all the accounts An hon. bank director supposed titef 
whidr had reached him, represented the -fliere were 5fK),00Qygj|i^^ ^in the kii%- 
inconvenience whidi was felt as much less dom, exeksivf af what might be in the 
than could be supposed, certainly much bank, up<» which point the dire^rs h^d 
less thap he had anticipated. With-re- given n^pinion. In Liver- 

spect to the question put by ths^noble pool calculated the numbe^at SO millions. ^ 
lord, relative to bank tokens, they would If there were any thing Uke tb^t number 
naturally go out of circulation when the in ^the kin^om now, the * 

new coin was issued^ beca^ the^ were coming them would certalnly**N_ very 
21 per oetrt. hxi^ their current value, great. Hehkd, however, ntf h^Ction in 
and the new ooia wdhld be only 6 per sfatingi Utter all he had heard upon the^ 
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subject both, iti the House and out of 
doore, t|}at it appeared to him that there 
' was a general wish that 20s. pieces should 
be coined; and he trusted tliat if the niea> 
sure were to be adopted, it would not be 
difficult to produce twenty shilliitjf pieces 
so different from the old guineas, that the 
coins might circulate at the same thiK: 
without any danger of their being mis¬ 
taken for each otlier. He should feel it 
his duty to bring that subject again under 
the consideration of the committee of 
coin. An hon. member was correct in 
stating that ’there was no novelty m coin¬ 
ing trrenty shilling pieces. In fa^t, the 
guineas up to the year 1718, wer/? deno¬ 
minated twenty shilling pieces'’ in live 
mint indenture, though they <circuln/.ed 
for a^reat deal»more, and rose at one 
time as high as thirty shillings. At that 
time both geld and silver were considered 
\qs standards of value; and though the le- 
l^ature interfereU at different times, it 
-was found impossible to keep them both 
‘in circulation together, almost the whole 
the silver* coinage of 1695 went out 
of the country in a very short time. By 
^. tlie plan now adopted, the relative value 
'* df’lhe metals was of no^mportance, if 
<they were to cut the‘pound of silver into 
wlOO shillings, ft would make no difference' 
as long as silver was not considered as the 
t standard of value;* but only taken in 
ebangfi to a limi/i^d extent.—Mr. Pole 
•then 'gave a hytorical acc(^int of the 
gold coins as>'^i%^nt period^the..Unlt, 
the Laurel, Sovereign, the Angel, the 
Royal, the Guinea, &c.—>He would not 
take up ino«e of the time of the House 
at present, as the committee was tlic 
proper place for details. He was glafd to 
find that there was no difference of opi¬ 
nion upon the principle of the measure, 
or upon its necessity; bnd upon the wjiolc; 
he flattered himself athat he should carry 
it tbrough'icith as great a degree of una¬ 
nimity as was ever manifested upon a 
question of wucQ interest, importance, 
and difficnlty.y • * 

* Mr. D. GzV/^r^hought that government'-^ 
w«^e right in tfaMi^Taseignerage on ther 
coinage of silver. To prove rfhat they 
.,were so, he referred to the f«e of Mr. 
BdHtonTS^sge^nt copper aoipaw, which 
came out twenty years ago, aTO which 
“•ww issued at b&sa lilile below the market 
• price, of elop er. The consequence wm, 
the wbdlara^ that coin was melted yowh, 
apd i^s^ljl disappeared. *. A copper 
mbi^rwarcls brought out|-whicIf 
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was not so nearly equal in value to the 
market price of copper, and all the fluc¬ 
tuations which had since occurred had not 
put that coin out of circulation. He 
wished for a coinage of 20s. pieces; he 
felt gratified at the course pursued by go¬ 
vernment on - this occasion, and consi¬ 
dered what they were now ddi-ng, ms a 
proof that they were sincere in their pro¬ 
fessions of anxiety for the resumption of 
cash payments on the part of the bank. 

Mr. Croleer rose to express his satisfac- 
tiop ‘that there was now every probability 
of there being an issue of 20;. pieces, be¬ 
cause it was a recognition of the principle 
of applying the decimal division to our 
coinage. >Me begged to take this oppor¬ 
tunity of remjwking, that the whole system 
of our coins was in the most irregular and 
unsatisfactory state. We had one mea¬ 
sure for weighing our gold by carats, an¬ 
other for our silver by troy weight, and a 
third for our copper by avoirdupois. 
Again, the relative proportions of our dif¬ 
ferent coins could not be ascertained but 
by perpetually resorting to fractions. TJie 
measure now before the House would not 
remove these anomalies. It would, in 
fact, alter the relative value every 
piece of coin in the realm. He did not, 
object to it on that account, but he wished 
tfli> press’ on the House, that the present 
was a most favourable opportunity for 
giving all the parts of our circulating mc- 
a decimal relation to each, other. 
Perhaps it might be well to follow the 
example set us by the French. The.re¬ 
volution had ermhled them to make a 
change in their money. We had now a 
fair opportuivty for doing the same. On 
this subject he would throw out, but with 
great diffidence, a propositipn for the con¬ 
sideration of the Houie. He should re¬ 
gret deeply if this .opportunity were neg- 
,]ected of .eAabHfljj^fg our coini^e upon 
’just principles, \v^n all the other na¬ 
tions of the continent were assimilating 
their coinage to the decimal arrangement 
adopted by France. It did so happeif at 
the present moment, that the prices of 
gold, silver, and copper, bore such a rela¬ 
tion to each other, as would easily acihnit 
of a new coinage being formed on the de¬ 
cimal scale. It 80 happened, that ^f every 
ouncifi^f gold was to he divided into five 
parts, each of /hem would be .of tlie value 
of twenty shillings of the new coin> and 
each shilling jvouid be worth ten pence ef 
the present money. ’4»he value of an 
ounce of gold wa£^99<*,.7|d.; and tlie 



1025J Silver Coinage Bill. Juke?, 1816. f 102(5 


poutid freight of sitrer Vat equal to 80«< 
Thus there was every tacility for such an 
arrangemen# as that which he proposed, 
a&d by which the goM coin would con¬ 
sist of 20£. pieces, and tAte shilling of ten 
pence. We should then have our coin'oii 
the same principle which had been almost 
univcrsdlly adopted by our neighbours. 
He was very sorry 4>hat the question had 
eome on at so late a period of the session; 
but still the advantages of the decimal cal- 
culation would be so great, that even if 
its adoption were to cause some dcle^ in 
the supply of the new coin, bo thought 
this would be an objection which shoifld 
be overlooked in attaining so important a 
point. It woiild be almost ^pardonable 
for the legislature at this '-riAe to re>enact 
and legalize a-new those barbarisms ^n the 
division of our coin which were attended 
with great inconvenience. 

Mr. Baring agreed with the hon. gen¬ 
tleman that this would, in some respects, 
be a most convenient period for adjusting 
the relative proportions of the coins of 
the realm. A great deal would be gained 
towards this object by the issuing of 9.0s, 
pieces. For his part, he did not attach 
mucbf^mportance to the introduction of 
the decimal calculation in regard to shil¬ 
lings and pence. ' If we had been to start* 
for the firslv time with our ciArency, it 
would be the most eligible system ; but it 
would take some years befol'e themeople 
becapie habituated to it; and, afor all, 
the capacity of division by halvts^ and 
quarters, which attended our shillings, 
was extremely convenient for the dbmmon 
purposes of life, which, upon the whole, 
was the best criterion of qny system. A 
great convenience, would, however, be 
gained by the introduction of 20s. pieces. 
But the observations of the hon. gentle¬ 
man relative to the. principles of a ne\ir 
coina^ did not ap|l»?a^(^uiTe,applicablc to 
the present questimA The present mea¬ 
sure went upon the principle of abandon¬ 
ing the intrinsia relative value of the silver 
coinage as compared with the gold 
standard. On the one hand the Jliilliugs 
were not to have too high an intsinsiw 
value, so as to create a temptation to melt 
them down; and, on the other, they were 
not tP be so Itw as to give encouragement 
to coiners to imitate them. Tii|i\vhole of 
the system went to disregard the intrinsic 
value of the coin. One effect of the in¬ 
troduction of 20*. ‘piecfs wodld be to 
throw out the Zs. pieces, which were alto¬ 
gether vere^wk^ftird and inconvenient.* 

(VOL. 


The hon. gentieroan here adverting to the 
late bhl fur the uniformity of weights .and 
measures, said, that all the disputes about* 
ascertaining some unit of measure ap¬ 
peared to him nonsensical and absurd. It 
did signify whether you took the 
Prince Regent’s foot for a measure, pro¬ 
vided it was uniformly adhered to. Allu¬ 
sions had been made to a remark of his 
on a former night as to the quantity of 
gold in circulaiion. He believed that, 
generally s[)eaking, there was none in the 
qountpr, excepting what was in the pos¬ 
session of ^ few sisgular* people who 
lioarc^d it. No possible inconvenience 
'couldQbercforc result from the issue of 
^h^fOcea. * 

^Mr. Hammersley considered a decibial 
division altogether unnecessary*. 

.Mr. J. B. Grant thought the question 
deserved more consideration than seemed 
to be bestowed upon it. The expense of 
the new coinage wa& to be 500,0(X)f. 
Now, it wM to be considered wiiether this 
was the prtmer time for incurring such an 
expense. For his part, 4ie thought it 
ought not to be incurred until the cessa¬ 
tion of ^he bank restriction act. He re-.r 
gretted that lylver had not been takenf’as '* 
the only standard.* It seemed to him im¬ 
possible to kbep up any curreucy at itr 
due value, unless the coin was made to 
pass by weight as well as by tale. This 
mode was one whicljtwas almost; univer¬ 
sally adoaled on the ^ntinent, tfhere it 
*was/uunato be verodjivetageous. 

Mr. Marryat SBiG7'tihtt''wheiMne was 
in France two j'ears ago, he was told by 
the director-general of Cnance, that so 
Iramenkc was tiie amount of English 
gifineas melted down in the mint of 
France, that it was astonishing to him. 
that any remained in this country. He 
diijnot think that hny inconvenience could 
•result from coining 20«’. pieces; but he 
was against the adoption decimal 

division. ^ | • 

Mr. Grenfell hoped thlt«theO>y8tOBi df 
4)reBsage would be adopt^ at the mint. 

Mr. Po/c said, that was very mTlch 
against the systcn^iff brassage on the 
principk o« jrfucliMr, Locke bad op¬ 
posed Ihe doctrine of Mr. Lowndes; 
namelA syipposing a landL^jwHrdw received 
a refit of 44^ guinear»Trom one of his 
tenants, this was e^aWkactly to a pound **' 
weight tjf gold. Now if tne sysiem of 
br^sage was adopted, it iiJSsl^Vious that 
instead of this pound of gold to wjjicU 
the landlord was by law entitled, he would 
(St) 
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receive considerably less; and this be 
conceive^ would be great injustice. * 

’ Mr. Bankes spoke in favour of brassage, 
and hoped it would not be rejected with- 
Oul coDsiderktion. , 

Mr. Huskisson was against the^pysteln 
of brassage. It was very true that this 
ay^tctn had been adopted in some other 
countries; but then our cold coin was so 
very difterontfrom that of other countries, 
that no argument could be deduced from it. 

Mr. W. Smith was also against the 
brassage. He hoped that some /neantr 
wouJd.be devised f»r lessenigg the incon- 
venienee which was caused by tli» shy-, 
ness as to taking the coin now curi«<t. , 
The bill Vas then read a second " • 

^ f 

Etc»i Mabblbs.} The House having 
resolved itself into a committee of supply, 
Mr. Bankes, in calling the attention of 
the committee to t^is subject, expressed 
his regret that it had not begn decided 
when under consideration five years ago. 
On the present occasion he should not 
take up njuch of the time of the committee, 
as he anticipated sdme objections to his 
_-opposition. Where the reputation of 
his country was concerned, as in cases 
where opportunities had occurred of pur¬ 
chasing valuable collections*in science or 
art, calculated to enlighten and improve 
the taste of the peojfle, even under the 
pressure* of war, the House ,had never 
shown *nn unwillp^ness to listen to any 
applications tn^em on th^ account.* 
What'llwge ad^tion^had been made to 
the public stock of valuable monuments 
of this description in the late French warj 
He need only refer to the Lahsdown 
manuscripts; and what was more analogous 
to the present case, the Townleian col¬ 
lection of marbles purchaised in 1795, 
when the war was but recently begvin, 
and there was no prBspect of its being* 
soon finisheD^' He wished to remind the 
House what a lirge vote had been given 
m die last scsion for a national monu¬ 
ment to commemorate the gloifous b^tle* 
crWiaterloo. In^he present session, the 
Hoij 

pe had also >>1 coiQ* 

mt^oration of the victoryjdf Ttefalgar, 
^^^h loD^n^e past. He man theae 

S rcImtoarjrmh^yatioDS,in cil>dcrV meet 
ie bisections e^onoitiy, whiM, he 
^jl^ceitfed, i|id not* apply in this case. By 
4e(^in£ to^rchase the Elgin*marbles„ 
^e.{iiub|!b*mi»t^ rijght iivtbe 

thibg, 004168^ my lord Elgin- lit libCrIy 
to omI wm ioy person who offei^ to 
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purchase. The sort of Mixed danb which 
the public had on lord Elgin*, was, he 
conceived, of this description—they had 
not a right to take his collection from hiih 
by force; but ^ley liad a right of pre- 
em'ption at a fair price, and to say that it 
should not be taken out of this country. 
If he had not heard from gentleihen that 
it wa^ their intentioivto oppose the pre¬ 
sent grant, he should not have thought it 
necessary—supposing the things good in 
themselves—to press upon the House, of 
wha| great consequence it'Was to every 
CQwntry, to promote public taste, and 
public refinement. How could these be 
better promoted than by making the 
greatest eii^plcs of excellence their 
own, for the C^efit of the public ? With 
respect to the manner in which the Elgin 
marbles had been acquired, the object 
certainly could not have been attained, 
had lord Elgin not been a British am¬ 
bassador ; but it was not solely as a 
British ambassador that he obtained them. 
No objection had ever been made to the 
operations of lord Elgin, either by the 
government, at' Constantinople, or the 
local authorities; nor did it appear that 
any person had ever been disgraesC or 
superseded on that account. Not only 
*the local authorities of Athens were 
favdurabld, but the natives br#h Turks and 
Greeks, assis,|:ed as labourers. He had to 
state confidently that in all the'examina- 
tion^efore the eSmmittee, of persons who 
had b8en at Athens, ‘either at the period 
of lor^ Elgin’s operations, or shortly after¬ 
wards, the uniform*tenour of the evidence 
was, that the natives were not only instru¬ 
mental in carrying the firmaun into exe¬ 
cution, but even pleased with it as the 
means of bringing money axiong them. 
Ho, could therefore say^ that there was 
‘nothing like spoliation, in the case, and 
that it bore no reselii^nce tothos#Undue 
and tyranfiical meanly which the Frendi 
Had obtained possession of so ‘many trea¬ 
sures of art, which he Vejoiced to sef 
I again jjti the possession of their rightful 
Owners. A notion prevailed among some 
^entiemen, that these treasures also 
should be restored to their original owners. 
But how was this to be done ? Were they 
to be^ajeen as public propel^ty ? Tbougn 
we had a>iglit of pre-emption, we had no 
right to take them away from lord* Elgin 
without compensation. .Did they meatt 
that' they should be purchased from Ibrd. 
^ Elgin, for the purpo^ of being sbippod 
' bad: to those who sat no iraitie on them I 
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Were not tlies^ works in a state of con¬ 
stant 4iiapidation and danger before their 
removal i The climate was no doubt less 
severe than our northern one; bat ^ill 
they were then making rapid strides to¬ 
wards. decay* and the natives displayed 
such wanton indifference as to nre aS 
thcot as marks. They bad also been con¬ 
tinually suffering, from the parts, carried 
off by eidightened travellers. The greatest 
desire, too, had been evinced by the go¬ 
vernment pf France to become possessed 
of them. Wci^bund them however here. 
The public had a right to bargain 
them; and it would be a strange ncglca 
of the policy pursued by the House of 
Commons in nil times, an^-iikespecially 
during the late war, if thcyL'neglected to 
become possessed of tliem. With reSpect 
to the price, in all works of art, the value 
might be said to depend on caprice. The 
most eminent artists bad been consulted by 
the committee; by many they were classed 
above, and by others little below the 
highest works obtained since the restora¬ 
tion of art; and fur forming a school of 
art they were considered as absolutely 
invaluable. The House had some actual 
data ktiguide them in tiie price given for 
the Townley collection. In point of 
number, the age to which they belonged, 
the place from which they were* brought 
and the authenticity of the collection, 
there could be no doubt that %bey ranked 
consii^erably higher that* the Towimeian 
collection. If the Townleian collaclion 
was worth 20,000i. this was w^rth at 
least the ld,000i. addinonal propoJbd to 
be given. There was at least one foreign 
prince extremely desirous ,of purchasing 
this collection. The oppprtunity would 
not again regar. In no time had so large, 
so magnificent, and so well authenticated 
a iCollection of works, of art of the bbst 
time, been produced} e^her'in this or in 
any other country. .4n Italy the workS 
of ancient art were fobnd in ext;avation» 
at different plaees and different times, 
llut here we had at once the whole of 
the ommneDts of the most celeBrated 
temple of Athens. There was anoj^er.. 
mode of valuing the collection, the 
expense incurred m making* it. He had 
ne doubt thatf the sum proposed to be 
given fell considerably within th^Expense 
actually incurred by ford plgin, exclusive 
of interest. In 1811, 30,000i. had been 
t^red by Mr. Percevali^ provided lord 
Elgm could make it appear that bis 
JKpense AinQWtted*to tJiat . 13ut 
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considerabJe additioJis had been madq 
since ISll, tip fewer than eighty cases, 
containing sfwe of the best w^rks'Kad, 
been since received, and persons who 
were judges had no doubt that such addi¬ 
tions gr-datly exceeded in value 5,000i. 
Under hll these circumstances, he should 
njove, “ That SSfiOOt, be granted to his 
majesty, for the purchase of the Elgin 
marbles, and that the said sum be issued 
and paid without any fee or other deduc¬ 
tion w^iatsoever.” 

^Mr. Curmn opposed the grant. He 
cordialty joined the hog. gentleman in his 
sentiments rdipecting the importance of 
Woi'ks^ art. The hon. gentlem^ had 
reibj ec^ to the monuments voted for the 
victims of Waterloo and Trafalgtfr. He 
holicd, however, in the present situation of 
th^ country, that the House wouldVetrace 
their steps. No mon,umcnt could add to 
the transcendant glory of those victories, 
or of the heroes engaged in them. A state¬ 
ment had bben made the other night, that 
the expenses of the country exceeded 
the revenue by nearly 17,Q00,000/. He 
wished it were possible to controvert this 
8tatcmcn|. In such a state was it fit to 
make purchases of this description, bow-- .. 
ever gratifying* to a, few individuals, at the 

• expense of themation ? He was afraid that 
we were fast approaching to that course 
of extravagance with respect to the public 
money, which had brought to decay the 
countries ^lere thesd* works of a'^^ were 
produced. I Whatever irrip'.^atioiis of want 
of taste and feeling r^uT-bar tlircwa out 
against him, he would say that the House 
were bound, however much jjiey admired 
this collection, and it was admired by 
every man in the House, to refrain from 
making the purchase at the present mo¬ 
ment. Retrenchments of a very different 

• magnitude from any yet witnessed must 
pec^ssarily be made^ 

Mr. J. W. Ward was as adj^se to idle 
expenditure as the hon. m^l^an him-t 
self could be, and thought^e sbouldjaot. 
seel^ occasions for it; yet considered 
the present an opportimity of beneBtiog 
I the publicihat couldoacoj^cur again ^nd 
it was preci^ly it was not agllnst 

the priiwple of economy that he voted for 
the m^sum. As to the^ dliatio% of 
GreeCif that had been se*(jfBcn complained 
of» no one could be mgee Unwilling than, ^ 
he was that these sacred reliiS should be 
taken from that ooasecrat^«(^(^ 
tbey'had excited the'enthgsiasm of ag^s 
'ho tiue could have * gfejdcr respect titeti 
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himself for the feelings of nations; but 
tlicsg objects were lying tin tlicsr own 
• country \n a course of destruction: and be 
wished to consult the feelings of that couo' 
try by any means short of the actual des¬ 
truction of specimens so prccioui^^ As to 
the price timt had been proposed, it was 
pretty clear that foreign princes would go 
to it, if wc did not; and it certainly did 
not exceed the value of the articles. 

Mr. Hammersley said, he should oppose 
the resolution on the ground of the disho¬ 
nesty of the transaction by which the cc^ 
lection wasdbtaineil. As to the value of the 
statui^, he was inclined to tfo as fa|| asthe 
hon. mover, but he was not so ena^ured^ 
of those Iseadicss ladies as to forg^ 2 fno| 
tlj:;r lady, wliich was justice. If a restitu¬ 
tion of Miese marbles was demanded from 
this country, was it supposed that our titi(;to 
them could be supported on the vague words 
of the firmaun, wliicli only gave autho¬ 
rity to remove som( small pieces of stone i 
It was well known that the caifJress Catha¬ 
rine had entertained tlie idea of establish¬ 
ing the Arclitlukc Constantine in Greece. 
If the project ofthaUextraordinary woman 
should ever be accomplished, any Greece 
ranked among independent nations with 
what feelings, would she contemplate the 
people who had stripped 4ier most cele¬ 
brated temple of its noblest ornaments i 
The evidence taken before the committee 
disproved the assertion that the Turkish 
govergbent attadied no valife to these 
statues. hoj^^Win himseli, had^ not 
been to '-gaTtf i^ess to them for his 
artists, tor less than five guineas a day. 
The roenibefjbr Northallerton (Mr. Mor¬ 
ris) had stated before the committee, thdt 
iviicn he had inquired of the govcrnoi* of 
Athens whether he would sufier them to 
be taken away, he bad said, that for his 
own part he preferred ‘the money wlpch 
was offered him to Jibe statues; but ib 
would bev^rc than his head was worth 
to part wi^ them. He had also stated, that 
•the pieces thtpwn* down were certainly 
liable to injury, but that the others were 
. oftly subject to die waste of rfme. The 
Turl.8 (the sanjew^jness said)were not in 
theCiabit of shootingTIfTlj^, nor had he 
heifrd any instance of thw kina But 
whether th^^ks sat miy v^jpe Vi them 
or DO, the quetH^.,would not be ikered, 
mrnmfis Tiis objection was founded on the unbe- 
cqibmg mdaner in which they dtad been 
%btahtbdt ^Jh**fvas in the evidence of the* 
noble e^l him§elf, that ^ the*timc ^hen 
be'iud' djta^ndi^d petmisuoa lo retnove 
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these statues, the "Turkish 'government 
was in a situation to grant any thing wldeh 
this country might usk, on Olicount of the 
eff'^'tii which we had made against the 
French in Egypt. It thus appeared that a 
British ambassador had taken advantage of 
ftur success over tho French to plunder 
the city of Athens. The earl 8f Aber¬ 
deen liad stated that* no private traveller 
would have been able to have obtained 
leave to remove them, • But the most ma¬ 
terial evidence respecting the manner in 
which these statues had been obtained, 
wj^s that />f Dr. Hunt, who slated, that 
when the firmaun was delivered to the 
waywode, presents were also given him. 
It thus ap^ared that bribery bad been 
employed, am lie lamented that the cler¬ 
gyman alluded to should have made him¬ 
self an agent in the transaction. It washis 
opinion that we should restore what we had 
taken away. It had been computed that 
lord Elgin’s expenses had been 7't,000/.» 
of which, however, 24,000/. was interest 
of the money expended. A part of the 
'loss of this sum should be suffered to fall 
on lord Elgin, and a part on the country. 
It was to be regretted tfiat the govern¬ 
ment had nut lestrained this act of spo¬ 
liation; but, as it had been committed, 
we should exert ourselves to wipe off the 
stain, and not place in ouv museum a 
monunicnt of our disgrace, but at once 
return the bribe which our aenbassador 
had received, t(» his own dishonour and 
thaf ef the country.* He should propose 
as an agiendnicnt, a resolution, which stat¬ 
ed—**That this (ftimmittce having taken 
into its consideration the manner in which 
the earl of Elgin became possessed of cer¬ 
tain ancient ,scluptured marbles from 
Athens, laments that this amibassador did- 
not keep in rcmcmberance that the high 
and dignified station of representing his 
sovereign slioQld iitav/made him 4brbear 
from availing hims^of that character in’ 
order to 'obtain .valuable possessions be¬ 
longing to the government to which hp 
was accredited ; and that such forbear¬ 
ance ^as peculiarly necessary at a moment 
rwhqn that government was expressing- 
' high obligations to Great Britain. This 
cotiimittee, however, imputes to the noble' 
earl iw venal motive whatever of pacuni'- 
ary adVln|tage to himself, but on the con-: 
trary, believes that be was actuated by a 
desire to benefit his country, by acquiring' 
for it, at* great ^isk -and labour to himself 
some of the most valuable specimens ip 
existence of ancient., sculpture. This 
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committee, therefore,iceis justiEed, under 
the particular circumstances of the case, 
in recommending that *25,0001, be o ft’eri^ 
to the earl of Elgin for the collectitfflMre 
order to recorer and keep it together for 
that government from which it has been 
improperly taken, and to which this com-* 
mitt^ is of opinion that a comipunication 
should beimraediatelynnade, 8tBting„that 
Great Britain holds these marbles only in 
trust till they are demanded by the pre¬ 
sent, or any future, possessors of the ,city 
of Athens; and'upon such demand,enga¬ 
ges, without question or negoctution, tet 
restore them, as far as can be effected, to 
the places from whence they lyere taken, 
and that they shall be in the mean 
time carefully preserved in the British 
Museum.*’ 

' Mr. Craiker was desirous not to take up 
the time of the committee by entering into 
the discussion, but he could not help re¬ 
marking upon one or two of tlie statements ' 
which the last speaker had drawn from 
the evidence, by reading one part of it, 
and omitting others which should have 
been taken in connexion. He had never 
heard a speech filled with so much tragic 
pomp’sjhd circumstance, concluded with 
aso farcical a resolution. After speaking 
of the glories of Athens, after haranguing 
us on the injfUstice of spoliation, it was 
rather too much to expect to iptercst our 
feelings for the future conqueror of those 
classic, regions, and to Contemplate ^his 
rights to treasures wfiich we reckoiifed it' 
fiagitious to retain. It did seem ex^aor- 
dinary that we should be required to send 
back these monuments of art, not for the 
benefit of those by whom they were for¬ 
merly possessed, but fur tha behoof of the 
descendants «of the empr^ Catherine, 
who were viewed "by the hon. gentleman 
as the future conquerors of Greece. Spo¬ 
liation hmst precede tfie attainment o£ 
them by Russia; and yet, from # horror 
at spoliation, we were to send them, that* 
tl\ey might tempf and reward it I Nay, 
we were to hold them in trust for tly fu¬ 
ture invader, and to restore them to the 
possession of the conqueror, when his ^a-' 
pneious and bloody work whs executa(<r. 
Our museum, then, was to be the reposi¬ 
tory o& these nfonuments for Ilussiaf and 
our monej^ was to purchase themdn order 
that we might hold them in deposit till she 
made her demand. The proposition, he 
would venture to say* was one of the most 
absurd ever heart in that House. Consi¬ 
derations economy had been much 

• J 


mixed op with the question of the pur¬ 
chase; and tlft House had bcen,wartied 
in the presenf/circumstances of tlie coun- * 
try, not to incur a heavy expense merely 
to acquire the possession of works of orna¬ 
ment. Jsut who was to pay this expense, 
and for whose use was the purchase in¬ 
tended ? The bargain was for the benefit 
of the public, for the honour of the na¬ 
tion, for the promotion of national arts, 
fot the use of the uatismal artists, and even 
for the advantage of our manufactures, the 
eTicellegcc of which dependcd.on the pro¬ 
gress of the ajts in the country. It was 
smgulaf that when 2,500 years ago,<*eri- 
cre«w|^dorning Athens with tlyise very 
norK^^me of which we are now aboqt 
to acquire, the same cry of economy wafe 
raised against him, and 4lie same answer 
that he then gave might be repeated now, 
that it was money spefit for the use of the ' 
people, for the encouragement of arts, the 
increase of,manufactures, the prosperity 
of trades, and the encouragement of in- 
. dustry; not merely to please the eye of 
the man of taste, but to create, to stimu- ‘ 
late, to guide the exertions of the artist, 
the rneclmnic, and even the labourer, and 
to spread throi^h all the branches of so¬ 
ciety a spirit of improvepient, and the 
*mcan8 of a sober and industrious affluence. 
But he would go the length of saying, that 
the possession of thdse precious remains 
of ancient genius and taste would csnduce; 
not only toi|l:he perfection of the arts, but 
to tlie eleviAion of our.j;'atioiial charapter, 
to our opulence, to cur substantujil^reat- 
ness. The conduct of th e ppbK ^arl. who 
by his meritorious exertions, bad. given us 
an opportunity of considering whether we, 
should retain in the country what, if re¬ 
tained, would constitute one of its greatest' 
ornaments, had been made the subject qf 
'severe and undeserved censure. No blame' 
Ifad, however, been shown to a^cli to it. 
after the fullest examinationj^^ne of 
objects, and the most inipwrtartt object,^'.^ 
for which hp wished the institution of, » 
comihittec ^as, that the transactions W 
which those works of were qbltdqedt 
*and 4Wjf0rft;d in^ 9 >inS ebuntry, 
stand clmir df all suspicion, and.be cotit-- 
pletely jistiiled in the eyes^ of .the wo|ld, 
and th|^tlie^ndu'ct lord im¬ 

plicate* might be fuft/Tnyestigated. He 
(.Mr. C.) wa8.ehtirefy a£quain^d with the 
Qoble lordf before he becaraqj^qmljer. o?" 
the opmrnittee, and co.tild» m d^urse, have , 
no partralitfes tolndblge. . * .sa^'. 

*foT mmself) hfebtllklvda bd might say &r 
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the other members nritli tvliom he acted, 
Tht^ were all perfectly uoprejudieed be- 
‘ fore the'inquiry commence^' and all per¬ 
fectly satisned before its conclusion. They 
had come to a unanimous o[)inioa in favour 
'Of the noble lord’s conduct and cihiras, and 
that opinion was unequivocally expressed 
in the report which was the result of thair 
impartial examination. With regard to 
the spoliation, the sacrilegious rapacity, 
oii which the last speaker had descanted 
so freely, he would say a few words in fa- 
vVQur of the noble lord, in which he woqld 
be borne oul by tlie evidence in tlie report 
The eoble lord had shown no principle of 
rapacity. He laid his hand on.^thig^ 
that could have been preservcck^yCay 
state of repair: he touched nothing ^hat 
was oqt previously in ruins. He went 
into Greece with no design to commit 
ravages on her works of art, to carry off 
her ornaments, to despoil her temples. 
His first intentioif was to take drawings 
of her celebrated architectural monuments, 
or models of her works of sculpture. 

. This part of his design he bad to a certain 
extent executed, and many drawings and 
models were found in his collcct^n. No¬ 
thing else entered into his /contemplation, 
till he saw that many of the pieces of wliicii 
his predecessors in this pursuit had taken* 
drawings had entirely disappeared, that 
some of them were, buried in ruins, and 
others, converted .jnto the materials of 
building. No less than 18 pi]|j[cc8 of sta- 
tuaiy from thr yeslCT n pediment hadbedh 
entii^ destroyeTshice the time when M. 
da Noiiitb! the French ambassador, had 
procured ludHiteresting draiviogs to be 
made; and when his lordship pur'chaseif a 
house in the ruins of which he expected 
to find some of them, and had proceeded 
to di|^ under its foundation with such a 
hope, the malicious Tdrk to whom h^had' 
given the purchase-nwney observed, “ The 
statqes ycKi^e digging for are pounded 
into mortar, il|pd { could have told you so 
“before ybu began your fruitless labour.” 

S Hear, hear!]—Ought not the hon.^cd- 
eman who had* spoken so much about 
rai^ation to hav^ ^ent inned* thjs fact ? 
Plight he not to have sta^lfd that it was 
tnea, and not till then, that Idl'd bgin re¬ 
amed to eis^^ftiir to .savcMhjit\till re- 
m^ed from 6u5ftS»>anton barbarit^^ Had 
read the report, add did he know tlie 
kCircu^tanc^ without allowing^ any apo; 
lojgy mrltlt^VSbleearl?* Didheoot^now 
thgt many of the articles takSn from the 
found among Us rains? ' 
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More than one-third of that noble building 
was rubbish before he touched it. The 
hoo. member (Mr. Hammessley) had rer 
to the evidence of the member for 
Northallerton (Mr. Morrit); hut while 
he quoted one part of it, he had forgotten 
unother, by which that quotation would 
have been explained and quali0ed. «. He 
had visited Athens in 17%; and when he 
returned five years afterwards, he found 
the greatest dilapidations. In his first vi¬ 
sit he stated, that there were 8 or ten 
fragments on the pediment^ with a car and 
l^fses not, entire, but distinguishable: but 
when he returned, neither car nor horses 
were to be seen, and all the figures were 
destroycd.b{it two. If the hon. member, 
whose statefnent he was combating, had 
read'the evidence carefully, he would have 
seen that lord Elgin interfered with no¬ 
thing that was not already in ruins, or that 
was threatened with immediate destruction. 
The temple of Theseus was in a state of 
great preservation, and, therefore, pro¬ 
ceeding on this principle, he had left it as 
he found it, and only enriched this coiintry 
with models and drawings taken from it. 
Much had been said of the manner in 
which lord Elgin had prostituted ^iu am¬ 
bassadorial character to obtain possession, 
of the monuments in question. There 
was nd ground for such an imputation. 
Not a piece had been renioved from Athens 
till lord Elj^in had returned, and of course 
till his official iafiuence ceased, {jignor 
Lu^itri was even how employed there 
under .his lordship’s orders; and was be 
still {llrostituting the ambassadorial clmrac- 
tcr ? When his lordship was a prisoner 
in France, the work was still going on; 
and was he then prostituting fhe amb^assa- 
dorial charaq^r? His lordship had re¬ 
mained after his return «t bis seat in Scot¬ 
land ; and was the character of ambassador 
injured in hU bersso during his retitemeait? 
He (Mr^Croker) might have shown some 
*warmth lo defending the opinion of file 
committee, and removing the iraputatipn 
thrown upon the noble person whose cha^ 
ihtctef bad been attacked by the hen. 
•me«it3er: but he hoped he would be ex* 
c%Md, when-the nature of the chargee 
wh^ had excited him were considered. 
—could not sit in bis (llace, and bear 
such terms as dishonesty, plunder, spoUpe 
tion, bribery, aisd others of the samekiqd* 
applied to the conduct of a British noble¬ 
man, wlfo was fio far from dieserving them' 
that be merited the greatest praiaa, apfi 
to the fiidare tran^eti^w bif vrM m 
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lyfeftt a benefit w^fls cottfened upon the viewed and contemplated with the design 
country, without any grotfnd for a charge of being pulle^down and removed? iiord 
of rapacity or foliation. But if the charges Elgin hiniselvdtd not say that he had ’ 
of improper conduct on lord Elgin'sauthority to carry oft’ any thing by meant 
were groundless, the idea of sending them of the firqaaun. His loruship was himself 
back to the Turks was chimerical and ri- the best, interpreter of the instrument by 
dicuious. This would be awarding those' which he acted, and he was here an inter., 
admii^ble'works the doom of destruction, prtfter against himself. If he erred, he 
The work of plunder a.id dilapidalion.was erred tlterefore knowingly, though his de- 
proceeding with rapid strides, and we sign might be excusable or praiseworthy, 
were required again to subject the monu- Dr. Hunt’s evidence >Bd been quoted, to 
ments that we had rescued to its influence, show that his lordship had authority from 
Of no statues that decorated the western th« way^ode of Athens for v^hat he had 
pediments of tlic Parthenon, only sevea^ done, but his ^ords would not bear such 
miserable fragments wore preserved : yet an interpretation. Dr. Hunt saidwonij 
this part of the building was almost perfect tliH^lr^ way wode was induced ^to allow 
^ at the beginning of last century; now tI-« ^^.Ituction put upon the inkrument 
only a few worthless pieces of marble v{ere by lord Elgin. The powerful argumeta 
preserved—he called them worthless, hot by which the waywode twis induced ^ Al¬ 
as compared with the productions of art in lowHhe construction alluded to, consisted 
other countries, but in comparison with in a present of a brilliabt lustre, ftre-arms, 
what had been lost. They would, how- and other articles of English manufacture, 
ever, remain to animate the genius and ira- But were th^se the arguments that ought 
prove the arts of this country, and to con- to have been used by a British ambas- 
stitute in after times a sufficient answer to aador? Was he to be permitted to cor- 
the speech of the hon. member, or ofjiny rupt the fidelity of a subjecl; of another * 
one else who should use his arguments, if state—the servant of S government in al- 
indecd such arguments could be supposed liance with our own, and under obligations 
to be repeated, or to be heard beyond the to us ! But itihad been said that if the 
bottle hour in which they were made works of art had not been brought here, 
Ni^'Mr. Serjeant jPes# conceived that lord fhey would have been destroyed by the 
Elgin had not Jkted as he ought to’ haVe Turks. This would not have been the al- 
done, whatever opinion mighty be enter- ternative. The Turks would have been 
tained of the works of art which be had taught to vplue thesa* monuments, had 
been tiie means of imposing into this they seen afrangers admiring them,' and 
country. He regarded the improveiftent travellers caning from .distant coun|ries 
of national taste much, but he valued, the to do them homage. 'They coul^ibt but 
preservation of national honour still more, now learn their value, aftetjhg^Verc de- 
Tle could not approve of a representative prjyed of them, by hearing trf&t 35,000/. 
of his majesty laying himself under obli- iiad ^een paid for them to the person who 
gations to a foreign court, to^hich he was imported them to England. It had been; 
sent to watclw the interests\nd maintain said that lord Elgin would advance the 
the honour of the diuntry. Such aa olft,- arts by lodging these remains of antiquity 
, cer should be independent, as by his in- fn a aountry where 'eminence in arts was 
' dependerfbe alone he coRld perform his , studiously attempted.’ This he Agiwed, or 
duty. He had obtained, the firman out at least thought doubtful. Syrtlworks al- 
offavour, and had used it contrary to the ‘ways appeared best in the pl/ccs to whreb 
intention with whidh it was granted. What they were originally fitted. Besides, wfttt 
would be thought of an ambassador a| an thfs ekamplc^of plunder before their 
European court, who should lay himself the Turks would be a 11^ more cattttnos 
under obligations by.receiving a sum to ^fut«M,whbm they jtiMnttfti to see tli^ir 
the amount of 35,000/.? Bdt even th^ ornament^ These, marbles had been 
firmaun lord Elgin had obtained didjmt brought ^ th^ country in b^reaeh of 
warranHiim to & as he had done., The faith. |Ie tliwVfore coulj^wrt^consent to 
firmaun could do nothing without bribery, their purchase, lest bylm qoing he should , 
Could the words in which'iit was written render himself, a mrtaker in th^ guilt of 
admit the construction that put upon spoliation. * -Ho did not obier4.imt^c bar- ** 
them ? It merely gave' a power to’ Tiew, gain the^ ground of econot^^, but of 
to contemplate iftd design them. Did justice. ■’ ^ . 

this mean that these were to he ' Mr. W^nnwniieit a#are af tbetransi^ 
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action being so flagitious as it nras said to [ sent was one of'peculiar distress^ and one 


be.« equally <1is1ike(l ^lio idea bring 
entertained that we hud tgot them by 
bribery. Every person wlio knew the 
Turkirii character must be sensible thtft 
when they gave any thing away u.was with 
the view ut receiving an equivalent. He 
could not condemn the transaction on^he 
ground of tlie marbles being a gift from 
a foreign government, and therefore af¬ 
fording a bad prees^Jent; for he did not 
think that a gift of S5,(XK)/. purchased at 
an expensg of 64-,000/. was a pjecetlrnt 
likely to be much* followed^ On the prin¬ 
ciple of economy he knew it was {he duty 
of Uie House to act, but econpmy^^as 
often ilf-judged, and very mucwiirfimq^i- 
plied. Considering them a valuably ac- 
c^ssioa m every ^oint of view, and that the 
same opportunity might never recu*. he 
had no objection to the grant. 

Sir if. Newport would vote against the 
motion, even if* the country were in 
affluent circumstances, on account of the 
unjustifiable nature of the transaction by 
which the marbles in question were ac- 
jquired. . * 

' Mr. C. T^ng said, he was ready to 
agree in all the objections founded upon 
the unfitness of the* time for any acts of 
lavish expenditure; but*the presentwds 
an occasion, which could not again pre¬ 
sent itself, of acquiring for the country 
theseiexquisite specimens of art. It was 
fair to say that the purchase^if these pre- 
cioi^ remains of ^tiquity wjfc for the gVa-' 
lificaKrjn of the at the expense of 
the matiyv, amendment of the bon. 
gentlemanrwas'somewhat inconsistent with 
his professions of economy, tor he pro¬ 
posed to give 2.5,000/. to lord Elgin, for 
obtaining these marbles dishonestly, and 
then to send them back to those who 
would not thank tbefia for their trouble-' 
Lorc^^iVfon was^ware that an apology,] 
might b^^^ected from all those who ob- 
jected tt) a^anf, that was to put the coun¬ 
try in possession of these invaluable mo¬ 


numents of ancient art. He couki hot, 

Thowever, agree that they had been 

^ired consistemijyyith the %tri^trj;vlcs..^^f _ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ _ e. - 

morality. They appear«l«to laitn to havitf^normous obuses of stage-coach drivers. 


in which the want of subsistence was the 
cause of riot and disturbiinces in many 
of the country. 

Mr. I*. Moore said, the hon. gentleman 
who had talked of this being the last op- 
•portunity, reminded him of the auctioneer’s 
cry of “ going, going, gone.” fie eWtsired 
to k^iow whether a«y ofter had been made 
for these marbles by a foreign power; and 
whether they were -not in fact under 
sequestration at present by government 
for ’a debt due to the \Crown by lord 
^Igin. • 

Mr. Brougham considered that there 
was no dqiibi as to the desirableness of 
our possessing these interesting monu¬ 
ments, from their general tendency to im¬ 
prove the arts. 'I'he only question upon 
which he hesitated was, wlieihcr we couki 
afford to buy them. The purchase-money, 
they were told, was but 8.5,000/.; but he 
apprehended that, when purchased, it 
would be necessary to build a proper re¬ 
ceptacle for them, and the whole expense 
might be estimated at 70 or 80,000/. Had 
we, then, this money at present in our 
pockets, with which to gratify ourselves 
by so desirable a possession ? Th»strongci' 
the temptation was to this purchase, th|¥ 
greater satisfaction he felt in redeeming 
Iris sHafe of the pledge giwjn to the coun¬ 
try, that no unnecessary expenditure 
should be'incurred. • 

Mr. J. P. Srant declared in favour of 
tlie'original mQtioh, observit^, that that 
woi^d be a mistaken economy, as well as 
bad taste, whiclf would deprive this coun¬ 
try of such valuable works of art as lord 
Elgin had collected. 

The Houm divided: For the original 
Motion, 82/ Against it, 30. 

HO USE, OF COMMO^^S. 

Mondat/f June 10. 

Stage Coaches Biie.] The Au 
iorney General moved for leave to bring 
in a bill, the object of which was'the 
protection of the lives and limbs of his 
nsajesty’s subjecti^, by correcting the 


^en obtained by lo^ El^n tnrough his 
influence^■^gjnbassadep.wma this coun- 
fry, and it v?aSf**not unnatural ^hat the 
Turkish^overnlVnent shoujd view with sus- 
Jwion^aMg^^onal purchase ai^sing out, of 
•uoh circumstances. ‘TheoWeetipB to the 
^urdpM; he* should deem mggardly and 
at any other time; but the prb- 


teithin thele few days it would be hardly 
ciwible what a number bf applications he 
had rqgeived on this subject. Some ac¬ 
counts ‘were .enough to frcezie one with 
horror. A. gt'nticman of veracity had in- 
formefi him'(hat on Tuesday, the 2l8t of 
May, at half-past five,•the Trafalgar and 
Regulator coaches bet o4‘ iVpiu Maaohc&- 
• 
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the statutes; and re-enact the whole in 
one statute nfxt session i Or was is*only 
an index that was intended ? The first* 


ter, and got to Liverpool 20 minutes after | 
eight, doine this journey in two hours 
and fifty mimtes, at the rate of 12 miles 
an hour. The coachmen floggecf^rt X^ il h iodc appeared extremely inconvenient, 
horses all the way down a hill of a mile,at ;|as it woald require ail the wisdom of the 
the entrance to Liverpool, and in getting (law to/ivercome the difficulties of such an 
into the ^own one of them ran for a con-' arrangement. There should be a publi- 
sidel'able time on only two of its wheels: | dltion by parliamentary authority of all 


luckily no accident happened. At pre- ' 
sent the magistrates could impose a fine 
of 10/.; but the proprietors generally at¬ 
tended, paid the money, and told the 
coachman that, as he had beaten the. op¬ 
position, be might do so again.* Caseswf 
desperate driving had occurred, when a 
passenger refused to be driven at such a 
dangerous rate, and insisted on getting 
out, and being accommodated with a post 
chaise; but the answer was, you can have 
no chaise, as the contract is to carry you 
to such a place within a certain time. The 
weiglit placed on the tops of coaches was 
an important considertation, and it was 
useless to trust tliis to the driver’s discre¬ 
tion. He should not now include that 
eubject in his bill; but was ready to assist 
in any measurek for the purpose of correct¬ 
ing evils of this kind, lie wished to give 
the inSjgistrate the power of imprisoning 


the statutes, preliminary to ordering of a 
classification, digest, or index. 

Mr. Bathurst saidf that the proceeding 
came from the Lords, and he apprehended 
She object was to procure, bjj some conve¬ 
nient arraTig<)ment, a ednsolidation of vari- 

« us statutes: but he did not understand 
dny one believed that th^ whole of 
Che stwtutes could be systematized and ye- 
di«ced under certain particular t»ead8.^^e 
had always thought that the stasuieCin 
some branches of the law, might be re¬ 
duced into a body, fiiiich to the general 
convenience. , 

Mr. Baykes thought the plan would oc¬ 
casion much expense, without immediate 
utility. It might be better to adopt it at 
some future time; as our statutes were not 
at present in a sufficiently perfect state. 
When tlie text was corrected, then we 
might make »a proper index, and that 


*^or three, and not less than one month in, might be all that would bp necessary. He 
atrocious cases, leaving the ,qjFending ' i t--.-i j 

party the ri^it of appeal to the qua'rter 
sessions. He then moved, That leave 
be given *to bring in a bill for the more 
effectual prevention, of *the mischje^ oc¬ 
casioned by the inconsiderate driving of 
stage coaches, and otjier public‘qpnvey- 
ances.” 

Mr. Grenfdl, alluding to the number 
of persons allowed to be ‘carried on the 
outside of stage coaches]! observed, that 
the law on this subject waA^aily infringed, 
and asked whether the learne^ gqntleaiai^ 
meant to introduce-’any clause in bis bill 
on this*subject. • • 

The Attorney General adnutted the 
propriety of sqme further strictness on 
this subject. Perhaps the turnpike-keeper 
ought to be fined for letting sucl^ over¬ 
loaded coaches pass 


• I ■ , pow proposed to.. 

ATUTES.]^'he House. i , 

being rcan, the Mt P&dimtfRf ftid na(iM<y(fer8tand wn 


Leave was given to bring in the bitl^^^AihwNair|w1iich woui^embt’ace the u 

.#1 of thedtHt^uFe 

j Revision of the Statutes. 

' Resoftitions of the Lords 
question on the amendment opposed for 
extending the classificatidh of^e ^Statutes 
to Scotland and Ireland, we|j af Eng- 
^ land, was put. * 

Mr. Horner Iskq^, whether it was pro-,| 
posed to matte a new arr^gement of all 
(VOL. XXXIV.) » 


moved, that the debate be adjourned to 
that day three months. 

The Attorney General thought it would 
not be treating the other House ^espect- 
j'ully to decide without sending them any 
answer. * . * , 

Mr. IVynn stated the great,^Wficultiai 
attending the consider^tjOB^m so many 
statutes, with all their bearlbgs and refe- 
regees, which must be most carefully 
looked through. He could not tell what 
plan was proposed; but he thought it 
ought to be laid before the House jn de¬ 
tail before they could proceed in themea.. 
'sure. *' ^-w 

Mr. Abercrombie suppo^dthe amend¬ 
ment. * * » 

Mr. Brougham said, that a workfwas 
far'advanc^d, under the management of 
that eminent lawyer, Mr. Pivans of. JVfan- 


the 


was tne object in '.What was it th^ 
the other House wished themAo do. 

The House divided t Fgy Ae, AmemP- 
men*, 26 ^ Against it, 60. Tire following 
Resolution was then agredU to^ viz. “ That 
this House doth agree with the Lords in 
(3X) 
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the said resolution so amended. That from ! grand jury could not find a -bill, because 
thepres«int ^.tate of the I'tatrttc law of this they could not have um/voce examination, 
’realm, it is higlily expedient Vhat effectiu’l The other case was where a rnnnhadbeen 
nteesures should he tiikon to arrange thd^.cm his own confession, which he 
matters contained in ilie statutes of thei might afterwards retract. Ofi these 
united kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-I grounds, and the general inexpediency of 
land, and in the statutes passed in the se* ffie bill, he should move that it, be read 
parate parliaments of England, Scotland, a second time “ this day three months'.” 
and Ireland, respectively under distinct Sir./’.F/oorf contended, that the bill was 
and proper heads.” unnecessary, and would imply a censure 

% on the past conduct of grand juries in Ire- 

AtGKHrxi: PiiiATES.] Mr. Brougharn land., 
wished lo ajk vvliethcr it was true thtft Mr. Peel defended the pi*Inciple of the 
lord I’.xmoutli had Voncluded a treaty with hiH. If titcre w'cre any objections to the 
the dsy of Algiers, stipulating, araona minor details oi’ tlie bill, they could be 
other points, for the ransom of the Saj^ easily removed in the committee, 
nian and Jloapolitan prisoners ? ' • Lord Castfereagh would give his sup- 

•l^ord Castlnreagh replied, that an «r- port to the bill, if he understood it rightly. 
ran^oHient had been concluded by lord lie wished that the laws of the two coun> 
Exmouth with the dey of Algiers, on riie tries should be assimilated as much as 
part of the powers dlluded to, by which possible, where no practfcal inconvenience 
tliosc powers were, to bo placed on the would he likely to result. But he had 
same footing with regard to .Algiers as some doubt whether the bill would be 
other friendly pow'ers. productive of much advantage, if the in- 

Mr. Brougham wished to be informed formation sworn before the magistrate 
whether it waff not stipulated in the treaty, were not also sent to the grand jury with 
that a certain ransom* should be paid, he the indictment., Without this he thought 
■would not say for British subject#, but for it would be difficult to come at the^uth, 
the subjects' of powers in alliance with, for frequently a difterent statemefu was 
and under the protection of Great Bri- .given before the jury from what was laid * 
tain ? And if so, how far were we res- before jli,e magistrate. He also wished 
ponsible for such ransom i to lie informed, whether it was intended 

Lord Castlereagh Veplied, that such to introduce,a clause, by which a person 
stipulatkins had been made, buj: not with- giving a dilfereut statement to Ihe grand 
out tire authority of the other pijwers, who, jury, from what he h^d given in his first 
and npt we, had cmade the gullrantCQ, as information, should be indicted for per- 
princip.iiii^in the negotiation which we had jury 'Unless thjs were done, a great 
effected. , opening would be given to persons to 

Mr. ilroH^anVasked whether the.ncv- commit perjury with impunity, 
hie lord had any objection to the prodpc* Mr. Hornet said, there could be no 
tion of this treaty ? dotdit if a witnd^s gave false testimony be- 

Lord Castlereagh answered, that he fore a grand i /ry that h,c cofild be tried 
should have no objection to communicate ,for,perjMry,,and convicted on the evidence 
it at the proper moment. • of grand'jurors. j^n an indictment for a 

* * nsalicious prosecution, it was stated by 

Inisir Crfhi^D Juries Bill.] On the late Mr. Justice-Buller, that the oath 
the order df the day for the second read- of a grand juror was inteiyled for the fur- 
mg Ilf this biK, ^ therance of justice, and not to stand in 

Mr. Zlarry ex|)resscd his doi^it as to*tbe thewq|rofit. The other question went 
exjK'dicncy of rendering vtvJ voce exami- tnort to the manner in which the bill 
nati^ necessarj bcfbiic a gran'U be carried into effect. The infor- 

©■rd^ to the finding of a. bilL V*?&re were niat^pn could *pot be considered as evi¬ 
ct^, in which ^a grani jur^ could not denc|^it was not on oath-^and in Eng- 
finfl a bill, N2ij;m»e 'th^J^^ooul^ not land no, such evidence ever reach’ed a 
have the vivJ vocp?!t^ination which it grand jury. At the same time it might be 
/bndcred n^essary*. The one ^ase was hard to dep}jye d grand jury of dll assist- 
where a been murderedfandwhoi ance deyve^Trom. information. He 

only Survived his wounds* time fnougU to thoi^ht it would be better, therefore, ta 
giv^ a wirittgp d^osition as to the iden- Jeave it to the discretii^ ot judges, when 
tity nrardeCe^ lathis case a the strkt rule of law mij^ht Be relaxed. 

' • * • 
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Mr. Webber stated, tliat he had con- saw no reason, as the object for which he 
versed with most of the judges, grand was to’be ap^inted was, that th^-e should 
jurors, and Idiryers in Ireland, on the sub- aAvays be ay officer of the treasury resid-' 
jeet of the present bill, all of whonv'^a'gc png in Ireldhd authorized to issue money, 
of opinion that it would lead to confusion iTlie vicevtreasurer was authorized to issue 
in the administration of justice. " jmoney; under the order of the lord lieute- 

Sir John Stewart was convinced thaf nant. He thought this would defeat the 
the hill \^ould have the effect of greatly ovljcct of the bilf, which was to keep the 
lessening the number sjf trials in Ireland, j issue of all money throughout the kingdom 
and therefore he should give it his cordial under the control of the treasury of tircat 
support. Britain. He wislu^also to know whe- 

Mr. Abercrombie defended the bill_^ and tlier any regulation was to be made as to 
quoted the opinion of baron George, one tlie appointment of the officers under the 
of the Irish judges, and several •ther hifJiJx diffierent revcjme boards } ity law in Ire- 
authoritics, in its favour. He hailed the land t^e appointment of the diflbreat offi- 
measure as one,of the mort important steps »rs under the three boards of excise, 
to restore tranquillity in Ireland. austoms, and stamps, should be *appointed 

Mr. IF. /We approved of tlie prityJiple b 3 ^three commissioners, with the author!^ 
of tlic bill, but wished some alterations to of’tlielord lieutenantbut the fwoJt^as 
be made, which could be ettccted in its that these officers were ap[)ointed by the 
progress through the House. lord lieutenant, frequently without con- 

' Sir J. Ncu'port supported the bill, be- suiting the boards at all. 
cause he thought that as the law stood, the The Chancellor of Vie Exchequer said, 
party accused in Ireland had not the same that the hon. baronet must have known, 
protection extended to him as in this that, for many years, the board of trea- 
country. sury in England had been so overwhelmed* 

Mr. Eonsnnhf did not understand why by business as to be almost incessantly 
the English law might not be executed employe^, and, in fact, to have been 
in IrefStid as well as in England, if it was obliged to giv» up those periods of relaxa- 
•^tended to that country. The jobs and tion, to which, in former times, they were 
“f^rruption of the grand juries were well considered entitled. Under these circuin- 
understood the lower classes in iVeluhd, stances, when the accession of labour 
and had very much preju^lit;ed them which the Irish business would bring was 
against the administration of the law in considered, it could pot be deemed un- 
gcneral. • * ^ reAonal)Io|to obtain some additiohal as- 

Mr. C'unuflM tbougflt it would be itapro^^ siatqpce, aid therefore it,was determined 
per to prejudice the minds of tho ^rand to^lcct two new lords from th^e per¬ 
jury by suffering the mformation taken sons who were Best aenuain^rtrwith the 
before the niugi&trutes to go before them, spbjcct. of Irish finance!"*^* should be 
Tlic House divided: I'ov the original rccollecled that this increase to the Eng- 
Motion, 50; Eor the AHuendment, 10. lish treasury board was but triding, coin- 
The bill was read a second i^e. pared with the diminution which took 

• y , place in the Irish treasury, which, exclu- 

Public IIevexubs CoNsd|jpATiox'“ siv^of the chancellor of the exchequer. 
Bill.}* The House haviiig*rfeSoweditself’ had consisted of fiv€»>lords of the treasury, 
into a committee on tliih bill, ^ The additional emolument <^“tnc Engliidi 

Sir //. Parnell objected to the provision chancellor of the exciiqqut/, on receiving 
of the bill which created two new lords of the Irish seal, would be 0!»ly Vhat*tJie* 
the treasury. He acknowledged thjt the ffies»of the seal produced, namely, about 
chancellor of the exchequer would want a year. With respect to the db- 

some additional assistance, but this usaist-*' ^niiMittQBS 'Vrhich the hon. baronet diad 
ance would not be given by'the creatajllf* made on*^l*3 jnflhence which the wrd 
of two new lords, whose places were ^ere lieutenant on the issues of mon^wy 
sinecufes. ife should propose ^ome the vice-tiieaJSNerf he beAed to re3ra?Vf 
amendment, by which an additioaal secrc- that fhe lord lieuteilflSj had no power 
tary, or some other office»> ahpSld be ap- whatever to gfantm&ney of hiiMelf—these? 
pointed instead of these two I^s. Another points belhg, of necessity, unc^^the con* 
officer was to be appomtedii^ the’name of trol ^ parliament, or the Doam’of trear 
vice-treasurer. *rhis officer was to be al- sury in this country* Ii»fact» wfj^tr 
lowed to sit ia«pariiameat, for which he ever occasions ^ acted with respect to 
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the issue of money, he did so rather minis- surer, as he judged that office to be a 
terjaljy than discretionary- Anothev p 4 \nt mere sinecure, and he saw no reason why 
•in the bill was the salary w^ch it wou»iJ a person filling that office ^should be a 
be proper to give the vice-treasurcr*| Jiijesp^r of parliament. 

When the dignity and iniportan<%e of thisj Mr. Banies said, that whatever station 
officer was considered, he tbouglit bis| the vice-treasurer was taken out of, it was 
salary could not be less than 3,500/. a rtght that he should execute the duties 
year. The hon. baronet' bad asked why of his new situation himself. He •also 
the vice-treasurer should be permitted to thought that this being a new office, the 
sit in parliament ? As an officer of rank person who filled it ought not to have a 
and condition, he thought he ought not seat in that House. It no other person 
to be excluded from the House, but, on took up this point, he would, in the proper 
the contrary, should be a person qgpabla stage, move an amendm^t, embracing 
of adorning Ithis or the other House of tlje principle he had just laid down. 
Parliament. With respect* to thg pa- The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
tronage at present vested in the lord lieu^ it had beep in contemplation to allow 
tenant, to*appoinl officers to the difteren% some compensation to the clerks who 
botirds, it was not intended to deprive miglij, be dismissed, but the number had 
hliU pf^that prixilege. The same pa- not yet been determined, 
trouage was vested in the board of tree- Mr. JBanIces was of opinion, that the 
sury in this countryj with respect to all officers of the Irish traisury, whose ser- 
the boards, except the board of excise, vices would be done away by this bill, 
He had only to add", that it was his inten- should be transferred to England, and be 
tion to introduce a clause in’the bill to employed in the treasury department of 
enable the vice-treasurer to do his duty this country. 

by deputy, wlien occasion might require. Mr. Veseq Fitzgerald said, that he had 
Sir John Newport stated, that his prin- always hoped that the old and faithful of- 
cippl objection to the plan was, ii]^ the first ficers of that departnaent would receive 
place, that it created the .new appoint- compensatipn for their offices, tl*f only 
raent of a vice-treasurer for Ireland. He reward they could receive, perhaps, foj* • 
could not at all conceive ’any functions ' the services they had performed. It was 
arising out of such a capacity which could his‘duty lo bear testimony fo their meri- 
deserve the remuneration of3,500/. a year, torious conduct. The House would never 
and a sfat in that I^ouse. think of transferring them to tlte treasury 

Mr.«/*ee/said, he was alwaw rcady^ito of England. 11) oblige them to.leave 
a^ue that the tight of appomtmenl t^teir ramifies and. their homes, would be 

office^ Cj^er the revenue in Ireland ought an ex^eesive hardship. As to one of those 
to rest miCfe^^asury board of that coun- officers, a gentleman holding the highest 
try. It wasfHltf^mct, an office as strictly rank among them (Mr. Crofton) his ad- 
appertaining to Ireland as the executive vanced time of life made it impossible to 
functions of its government, or the office hope for his swvices in England, or even 
which he himself had the honour to hold, in his own jwuntry, in an • office more 
and which was generally admitted to re- ^etiynen^, as he wds qualified to fill; 
quire his presence in thkt House. # 'that gentjj'jman had‘been more than 36 
Mr. Ponsonbq regarded the proposed* jjears in he. publib service, and a man of 
measure, 'BJ^Wiich a new office was to be higher hC^our, of integrity more spotless, 
created, tke ubtieg of which were to be of a fidelity more distinguished, or of an 
tiisefeargefi by a deputy, whilst the prin- equal zeal in the public service, he had 
cipal sat in that House, as imthing less peverjenown. 

thacn an insult to the public in this scaso'n ^ S;r John Newport was anxious to ex- 
of national distasss. • JVesB bis entire concurrence in what had 

lie Chancellor of ihe •Eitck^^ *■«- from the right hon. gentleman re- 

QW^ed, that the offica of )^e-treasurer speoling Mr. Crofton. He^was convinced 
ryjn ^e of con^derabl^ntcqwty. that mere was not in England, in Ii^land, 

■ Mr* Wpnn appPlJved of an incr^SG of or in any<|Otl?et country, a better or more 
Salary to tl^ uhanCelldr of t^e exchequer efficient pwjUc officer than that gentleman, 
fijur the untted empire. It waS obvious. 

that the 'ildfease of ddty demanded an ; The bill weot through the conunittee* 
incfeassr,^ ^aiy. He condeinaed, how- , * 

ever, |u-opMed salary of the vice-tBec^ , * 

• •’f 
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moreover, that they had great satisfaction 
in ^le 'conri^ion, that conciliatory, ar- 
rgfigements jaight be settled, fuAy satis* * 
OF THE Irish CAriio^^yctory to aM^nis majest3'’8 subjects.” The 
Earl of Donoughmore said, I Itber clajs of petitioners, who had ap* 

...* ’ '*'■ 'eared there for the first time, were not of 

less respectable description, viz. the 
biehops and clergy professing the Koman 
Catholic religion in Ireland. Their peti* 
tion puts a decided negative upon that 
species of security, <m>u'ell known under 
the denomination or the Veto ; and they 
reiect any interference with the appoint¬ 
ments oT IrishjCatholic bishops on the part 
of the piinisters of the Crow’n. But they 
snggest another species of security; an^ 
ag they trust, an effectual one against all 
the,terrors of foreign influence. To thia 
proposition of theirs—w,hich is “nq other" 
than that of domestic nomination, or the 
appointment to the vacant bishopric, by 
election, in the respective deans and chap- 
tdrs—they state theif conviction, that 
they will b*e enabled to| obtain the con¬ 
sent of the spiritual head of their church, 
and his engagement to withhold, in no • 
case, the spiritual faculties from the per¬ 
sons so appointed. Such would,of course, 
be the species pf security, desirable above' 
any other, and subject to no manner of 
’objection or caVil. Having thus described 
in what these two latter petitions differed 
from those which it had been his duty so 
freouently to present .to that Hosise, he 
wogld rctnjpd their lordships, that'these 
p’e^ons w^re, in the first place, that of 
tflf^eneral body, denominated at^l times 
the Petition of the Catliolicj^t«f**Jreland, 
(y this petition, those or“CoA, Roscom¬ 
mon, and Galway, were in all respects 
counterparts; the two first mentioned 
being conceived in the same terms. These 
es by I petitions are contained in the fewest pos- 
^siblq w'ords, and afe confined to a mere 
s'tatement of the existing gricvjtjjpes, and 
a solicitation for .redress. Jhey put no 
negative upon any specie! of* security. 
Possibly because they do not tonScivetbat * 
I an^ew security is necessary, or ought to 
I bp ftlemanded from them, as a barter for 
T42Jl«««^ration of.commercial privilc 

Upon tn&T^bjectp^ *’- 

bishops and 
Catholic relis 
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that having communicated with thos'e 
noble lords, whose co-operation he w'as* 
most saoxTous to secure on the discussion 
of the petitions, w'hicivhis Catholic coun¬ 
trymen had confided to him, he should 
proceed to discharge his duty to the peti¬ 
tioners, by presenting their petitions to 
the House, and suggesting a day fof the 
consideration of them. Conceding it’tjj 
be the universal wish of the Catholics, 
that their case i^iould obtain a.^li -^Lscus- 
sioD during the present session, he shoiilcH 
have thought it his duty, unles's some yery 
cogent arguments could be urged on the 
other side, to have conformed himself to 
what he conhidered to be the unequivocal 
feeling of the parties, so deeply interested 
as they were, without any reference to 
what his own particular opinions might be. 
In the present instance, however, their 
feelings entirely coincided with his own; 
and he could not conceive any time more 
opportune than the present, not for con- 
sideriif^only, but for putting for ever at 
r^t, by just concession, that question, 
^tliich had been already too long suffered 
to contribute it) the perpetual irritation’of 
the Catholic mind. Under tjiis impres¬ 
sion, he wifs adverse to any unnecessary 
forestalling of those argftments, for' the 
use of wliich the prSjier time would V»l 
speedily arrive. But the appearam^ be-' 
fore parliament of two new classes ot peti¬ 
tioners, for the first time; and tlie peculiar 
circumstances under which both these pe- 
tions were framed, made ifcnecessary for 
him to call the attention of tnicir lordships, 
at once, to those* particuiar^eat 
which they were distinguished fn^^former 
petition#. The first of Ihis newKlass o^ 
petitions, in point of time, was th^ which, 
from its having been originally considered* 
agd framed at ford Trimleston’s house, 
was generally denominated by hisjlord- 
ship’s name. These petitioners, having 
amongst them all the English Roifian 
Catholic peers, and a considetable numl^i^ 
of other persons of great respectabjjfty, 
had tlfbnght it proper to express their 
readiness to submit and confi;^ to any 
regulations, not incompatibld^ith the 
principles of their religion^s they re¬ 
spected its faith and discipline, *and not 
threatening danger |o the purity and per¬ 
manence of its exercise; and to say, 

t ♦ 


f the petition of’Ihe 
erg;^ professing the Ron^n 

_I relap tl, he had ®tV 

the nfore necessarij^fo^vert, from its^ 
having been ejntirely uhhoticedjin the lata 
discussiotfs in another pl^e^.^ J'o who# 
prinqlple or feelfng could lie attribute 
Isuch unmerited neglect, Sh tly.case of tf 
class of men who were universally ac- 
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knovi'ledged to have deserved so well; and did not feel conHderable pain in reflect* 
thatvwhpra he did not know, in thb wijole ing how often and how fruitlessly he had 
*' range of the servants of fl(ie state, dij/ called their lordships att^tion to the 
number of individuals, who^ had nao^-^in^ subject, aifd that he now, after a 
justly entitled theinstlves, by tlteir blatnel Wies of years, stood up again to make the 
less lives and cxcuiplary discharge of a same appeal, to the humanity, the wisdom, 
great public duty, to the greatest possible ^nd the justice of their lordships, in be- 
respeet and rcvoi euce ?—He then f*e- half of the Roman Catliolics or'En|Sand. 
sented his several jjc'tiiions, which were He .could not, indeed, reflect without 
read. lie next moved, that the said pefi- deep regrpt upon the circumstance, that 
lions be taken inti^onsideration on the notwithstanding all those appeals, their 
Slst instant, and that their lordships be lordships had not yet been prevailed upon 

summoned_Agreed to. , r to advance a single step in'the way of any 

• legislativtk provision, towards uflbrding re< 

Petition of the Enolisii Qatho- fief to that most respectable body, who, 
l.ics.j Earl Grey said, the petition whidii if thei- h esc marked and ^listinguished as 
he was about to offer to their lordships’ 'tr proscribed cast, cut oil from the benefits 
attention prayed for the same measure of of t^iat conhitutiun, which the blood of 
as was solicited by those who signed their ancestors had been shed in obtain* 
the various petitions which had been jwe- ing and securing, were not less marked 
aented by his noble friend. It was a pe- and distinguished by their general good 
tition from those' persons who professed conduct, by their undeviating loyalty, by 
the Roman Catholic religion in Great their peaceable demeanour, and by their 
Britain, and was signed by tne dukq of active zeal and uniform support of the 
Norfolk, the earl of Slirewsbury, lord throne and constitution, in every way that 
• Clifford, and«ll the other Catholic peers it was possible for them to manifest their 
of this country; persons whom he saw ardour and their patriotism. It was, in* 
with regret excluded from thos^ seats in deed, a peculiar characteristic of the dis* 
that House which their jincestors held abilities under which they labouri^, that 
with so much advantage to the state, and while they were excluded from particj-* 
with so much honour to themselves. It‘ pating in all the benefits of our constitu- 
was signed, also by several gentlemen of tioh, tli4 state, in its gredlest and most 
most ancient and respectable families, and imminent qpiergencies, was deprived of 
a number of oijier individuals profes* the services of a class of men so well qua- 
sing the Catholic faith, forming altoge^cr lifie J, and so \vt*ll disposed to deCind it 
a substantial representation of aic Caljiidic l^ainlt every attaclc of its enemies, whe- 
body ti^qughout the kingdom. If tbe^ tiier ^)*eign or domestic. It was not his 
petitiqnwth ^Icss numerously signed' than intention to contrast the situation of the 
those whicffnl^a heretofore been prg- Catholics of Great Britain with that of 
sented, the circumstance arose solely the Catholics* of Canada, or of other tcr- 
from its not being thought necessary to ritories annexed to the British Crown, 
convene any general meeting. There was where, by constitution under which 
no other reason for that diminution of _ th^se dep^!.'dencics weVe held, the civil 
names, for the circumslances of hardsliip, rights classes of* the inhabitants 

of pressing and peefriiar hardship, undet jrere cmlaUy*secured, whether tUfcy hap- 
which the^aboured, remained unaltered, pened t4be Catholics or Protestants. At 
With regard TO the petition itself, it was 'the same time,-however, he should be 
*coiKhed*in language moderate and res- prepared, when the proper moment ai^ 
pectful: it alleged firmlv, biH; feelirt^ly, ^ived^to assert the claim of the former to 
thfe grievances endured /oy the petitionfii^ the ^amc full and comprehensive relief, 
exmessed theif gratituc!e for the EgpasijSaj^^d* to contend that nothing short of it 
nn#patient discussionl case could'^or ought to satisfy them., 

by undergone at folmer ^riods, and WH^ he at present wislied to jpress upon 
^ir reliance \i ppn th\i»*!«f»tB and jus- their lordships attention, was, tfiat t^en in 
tice of their lor^nt^s for the uftimate the Unit^oKingdoms, the Catholics of 
\ucces6 ot their Vlairas. I^uch was the Great Bnftfln were materially worse, in 
«bject a!ndpuc]i the character of the petit their politicoi^ondition, than the Catlio* 
tion he tQliThad the hohour to present to lies of ihe smer island. It was true^ 
4hq|ir lordships, tind in once more perform- _ 6iat by the acts of the I8th and Slst ox 
ii>g tb^ duty, he would not say that he ’ the King,, a partial relief* had been af* 
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forded to the English' Catholics. But between the English and the Irish Catho- 

those laws, which ought to Iiave been re- li^but rtier^ as establishing a'strfnge 
garded only as a preliminary step to com- cruel anjAialy in our laws. With re¬ 
plete and tborougli emancipation, still*leffT'^cct to tjA relative immunities enjoyed 
them in a situation much worse than that I y the Camolics of the two countries, it 
of the Irish Catholics, who, by subsequent, • ^as furtlier jto be observed, that the Eng- 
acts of tliy legislature, were admitted to lishCatholic^>wero excluded from all cor- 
a large share in the benefits of the const!- porations, and could not graduate in any 
tution. In Ireland the Catholics could of our universities. In Ireland the case 
serve in all the ranks of the army, except was different. Here they were excluded 
that of a general on the stafti In Eng- from holding a comr«ilsiuu in the peace; 
land, every rank in the army was shut in Ireland they were eligible to the me- 
against them. ’With respect to the navy, giSIracyi In Ireland also they enjoyed 
the cases of the Catholics of "the twC’ the elective franchise;’but in England 
countries were similar: for as I relan d had that proud boast, that main pillar of our 
no navy, no provision was matIe"to''r.I'?-»^^ constitution, that security of ^ur civil 
the Irish Catholic to serve in it. From ' r%lits was denied to the Catholics. He 
the British navy, therefore, the Catholics ivoisld ask what crime had boon cqpt^* 
of England and Ireland were alike ex- mitted by the English Catholics, thdt they 
eluded, so far as related to the obtaining dosfirved the infliction of that penalty ? 
of rank. While upon this subject, he What was their guilt, what was their of- 
would mention to their lordships a case of fence? The noble earl here instanced the 
peculiar hardsliip resulting from those dis- cases of se^ral of the Catholic gentry 
abilities under which the Catholics la- who*had tendered their votes at elections, 
boured; he alluded to the case of captain and which had been refused,^ He would 
Wright, an officer tvho had spent twenty not plead their merits against that pro- ’ 
years in the service of his country, scription; he would not refer to their 
i)uringthat period he had eminently dis- excraplarylpatience under the most hurai- 
tinguisMd himself on various occasions. Hating privations, to their persevering 
had been engaged also in many minor loyalty, or to thpir attachment to the con- 
actions, and on one occasion he v’as CH?- stitution, but he would repeat again and 
ployed to lead'* a detachment of boats to again, what charge of delinquency could 
the attack of a ba'ttery. In -executing be urged to justify s’uch a persecution ? 
that duty, his gallantry and zeal obtained He ^-listed that the timo was now come, 
him an* honourable mention in the.idiy wliej their ^se would be taken into con- 
patches which were sent' home; and m'’.-.syj^iation, m least so far ds to extend to 
consequence of that and other testimcaials tljem the same privileges and lj|^>s^its as 
of his good conduct, the lords of the ad- w'ero enjoyed by the lloirjiSWBfeatholics of 
miralty promoted him to the rank of a Ireland. .In speaking, however, of that 
master and commander. He was or- particular and limited relief, though he 
dered to proceed to Cork to take up his should be glad to see it granted, yet he 
commission, but wli^pn he arrived there he should undoubtedly regard it as far short 
found that he could not do so wit^mtAking J)f what ought to be,given, and what they 
an oath,^abjuring*his'religion. that oyghi to require; an^ if such a proposal 
step his conscience revolted, an’d fie con-' were made at all, it must come fr*«mhefs, 
sequence was, that the commissior^which , for he would nevfir consenij/ to, ask for, 
be considered as a jeward for past services, them any thing, but thsft full maasure^of » 
and as holding out the opportunity for justic^ and right., which the^r were en- 
future was withheld from him. Norwas tith^ to clajn. He could not help call- 
that all, for he also lost his half-pay, and .jfl^^eir lo^^ship^ost serious attention 
he saw himself reduced to tjje necessfttupt .'uliajly fa^urable circumslaDi^s 
of leaving Cork—“ The world was all of the preseat tlm^for effecting that cV 
fore him, where to choose his place^of ject upon a and ^ oompreheKM^ 

rest." There were other circumstances, scale. aMoJtwtneobmtiSipns which were ■ 
in the history of that indlvidt^ which formerly urged again« the measure were ^ 
rendered his case still mofe ^^resting. now eithei; mnch altered or \^Jolly 
He had six brothers in .the sdwice# all of nmved. Ther6 was no lotq^r’hay pre- 
whom had lost their lives ui defence of pondevating* Catholic powqr in Europe, 
their country. He did not bring it for- whose ascendency this country had at^ 
ward, however, as censtitutbg a •contrast reason to dread. There was no longer 
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an^ qlaimaDt to tlie Crown of these^realms, 
proftMiRg the Catholic religion, nor'ljny 
Action at home looking to aSat claima^, 


sistently with the hoeour of the govera< 
ment or the safety of the country. He re> 

__^ , membered that, in the ylar 1810, the 

with expectation of success, at,'d the hop^'j^^obl^ earl stated, with that candour and 
of profiting by it. There was, ot the cot* sincerity which distinguished him in every 

trary, in the general body of the. Catho) -- -— 

lies of both countries, notwithstanding the 
repeated delays, the undeserved disappoint¬ 
ments, and the irritation consequent upon 
both, a disposition to concur in any mea¬ 
sures of conciliatiTflh.. which the govern¬ 


ment might propose, consistently with their 
religious saruples. With respect to fhe 
English Catholics’in particular, that could 
not bh doubted. As a proof of their de¬ 
position,«<n 1810 they came to a resolu¬ 
tion, stating they were willing to refhr 
-fh^ claims to the wisdom and justice of 
tb^e^islature, trusting that nothing would 
be proposed to them incompatible with the 
faith and discipline'of their religion. That 
resolution they afterwards embodied in a 
petition, which he had the hqnour to pre> 
sent to their lordships. With regard to 
the Catholiqi of Ireland, they had that 
' night beard several jietitions read, one of 
which, in particular, placed the question 
precisely upon the same ground^ Another 
of those petitions (that fit>m the bishops 
and clergy of Ireland), he freely owned, 
he wished had not been presented. What¬ 
ever might' be the objections felt by that 
most respectable body to any particular 
mode t>f securities; be could diave wUhed 
had been reserved till that mide wasloQO 


^discussion, his utter disbelief that the Ca¬ 
tholics entertained any of those/nonstrous 
doctrines which were imputed to them. 
He odmttted that "their solemn disavowal 


of such principles was to him completely 
satisfactory, and upon* that ground he al¬ 
lowed that the question of Catholic eman¬ 
cipation was much narrowed. At a later 
period, ift the year 1812, in a letter which 
the noble earl addressed to a noble mnr- 
ji.Jc -(^Weltesley), he stilU more distinctly 
stated the grounds of his objection to a 
consideration of the Catholic claims. The 
first of those grounds related to the con¬ 
duct and temper of the Catholics them¬ 
selves; the second to the principle of right 
assumed, or said to be assumed, by them; 
and the last referred to the situation in 
which Europe was at that time placed. 
To the first of those objections he appre¬ 
hended a sufficient answer was now given, 
by the petitions that night presented. The 
English Catholics were open to no such 
imputation as to their temper Ind con¬ 
duct ; and in the Irish Catholics there 
p^ared- fl. disposition to an amicable ar¬ 
rangement, which, if taken advantage of, 
might lead to the most fortunate results. 
With respect the second olijection, he 
cqnridered that also as removed. ‘If ever 


E os^, and thA the difficultfes had-.Vcjti^e right was asserted, the principle was 
een ifb^l^ated. The great security tie ’*■ " i-*-j 

looki^ rar 7 >MM 2 i .the only security in fact 
upop whietT he placed any reliance, was. to 
be found in the harmony and affection 
which would be produced by the measure 
of conciliation. Those petitions, however, 
taken altogether, afforded a convincing, 
proof, that in Irelaq^ a better dispdlltiqn 
existe(I<WMvards a final and amicable ad¬ 
justment, tbd^ what prevailed heretofore; 

• an^ all those circtimstances he considered 
as extremely favourable jto an immediate 
consideration of the su^ect. f He wsre 
fore called uj) 0 n his pajestjj^'s minisi 
|U^ especially upon tip npble 3} 

UK, to consider whattifu&tt|«!^be situa- 
iJSiw af the country n that^uestion were 
iraud longer ^.ndoed, 

i fr«U known thu many members of, the 
(wemment were deeply pledged 
llpCaniiject, and he intreated the 
no hostile voice, vi<th no 
to-refiect whether the ques* 
tiea ibm ia its present slat^i con- 


nowsiti a great tpeasure abandoned. He 
did not mean to enter into a disquisition 
upon the nature of that right; but he had 
tfo hesitation in saying that, in considering 
the principles of religious liberty, he was 
a firm andj^shaken q^vocHte for its full 
and freedom. The human con- 

scienclyivas the province of God^and man 
I'was gwty of an act of impiety when he 
interfered with its •scruples. Yet he must 
state, with regard to religious as well as to 
civil liberty, that they both depended* in 
somn degree upon the safety and interest 
of the state for the extent of their enjoy- 
int. But^ every restraint upon eitlMr 
icb did qot clearly arise feom public 
ne^ssity, Wes impolitic ap.d unjust. That 
was the principle which he ba^ ahvays 
roaintaift^ and it was one, he appre¬ 
hended, l^iclt would not be''' centered. 
Besting upo^hat .principle, therefore, he 
was prepared to affirm that the second ob>> 
jectiou of the noble ssarf was equally ob¬ 
viated. .The third o1^ect|9n j^tedto the 
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BttuaUoa of Europe at that time, when the enough tor advise: tu stand still was ini» 
head of the Catholic church was subjected pojlsibre; allMherefore, that he int|;eated 
not merely td the influence, but was abso-< ^Ttheir lordships was, that as ^ley must/ 
ItUely under the control of that man jjrbose. Sooner or^ter, go on, they would not de< 
power swayed not only France, but the fer their fKidvance till it was too late to be 
whole of Europe. That power, thank jUsefuK The noble earl concluded by 
God, was now broken down, and he dill ■ moving, thitt the petition should He on the 
notfupp^e it Would be urged that the table, which' was accordingly done ailer 
one by which it was replaced was likply to being read, 
exert itself in conjunction with the bead 

of the church agairtst this country. That AT.im Bili..} }^ 9 tA Sidmouth rose to 
objection, therefore, wps also removed ; move the second reading of this bill. He 
and what could now be pleaded agajnst (i)8crvpd that it was tiic only remaining 
entering upon a consideration of*the ciain^s part of that sjsrics of precautionary mca> 
of the Catholics? We had, indeed, the ysures (hat were adopted in 1793. » They 
admission of the governnient-'haulf, that had been opposed at that time by persons 
nothing was to" be apprehended from flie powerful from their eloquence* powerful 
influence of the pope. In the trcqty by frQni tlicir influence ; and none of them 
which the kingdom of the Netherlands had experienced more opposition Jthan the^ 
was incorporated with Holland, a treaty Alien hill, though the experience of 23 
negociateu with Siie express sanction, and years had proved it sfmeasure of wisepre- 
undcr the immediate interference of a caution on the part of the government 
British minister, a treaty uniting a Pro- He trusted that this 6ill would now re- 
testant government with u Roman Catholic ccivc theifr'lordships’assent on the same 
annexation, it was solemnly stipulated, principles with the peace alien hill of 
that no difference of religious faith should 1S02. If he were asked wlnit was thene>% 
he allowed to operate against the people, ccssity of this measarc, he owned he felt 
but that they should be all equally eligible sonic d^iculty in returning an answer, 
to oifllS&s in the state, whatever their tenets Any appeal |hat he could make to one *’ 
flight be. It was tluis admitted by us, part of their lordsllips must be hopeless; 
not only that Catholics might be admitted ‘ for it could ndt be supposed, that those 
to all tlie bctftfits of a Protestant ’govern- who had opposed the nu‘asurc.evcn in time 
went without any* danger, bijt that their of war, would now give it their support in 
admission ^rould be conducive to the ge- time of peace. Hq should, lipwever, 
neral interests and securtty of the world, shjlrtly compare it with the alien Acts of 
He hoped their lordships would beJr 1*1^3 and» 1802. By the former it was 
circumstance in mind^ and coroqpre it'^acted that no alien should lanc^ in this 
with tile policy which we pursued towards country without having oljtained 
the Roman Catholics of England and Ire- germission ; that he shmlS' then proceed 
land. Every thing, in his opinion, was fa- to the alien-of&ce in London, where he 
vourablo to the claims of the Catholics, was to have a district assigned him for his 
except lhat want of unity in bis majesty’s residence, beyond the limits of whiebj^^ 
councils, which tie was soHw to un4er- comprehending a circumference of ten 
stand'still prevaited. -With res^/ to him- miV's, he was not tfo travel without a pass- 
self, in •all probability fhe part which l\p ^ort. The penal»k?s for brea^ of the 
had hitherto taken u{)pn the sub^t, hum- act were imprisonmentand transportation, 
ble and ineflicient as it had been, would bd In 1802 the severity, of'thcr act was 
qiuch less in futlire. It was, however, a considerably relaxed; and it* was •still* 
matter wliich he had much at hearty and Ihofc so by ^he present bill, which 
his only wish was, that he might see that away*the penalty of transportatlbn. 

great point of national conciliation acaom.^ a..Bupfd it tome the right of the so- 
fished before he died. It had been jqstly vereignj by^ha cctnmon law of the l%Dd, 
said, in another place, that the queition to wder aliens ouf of the kingdom 
couldwnot reiSain where it was. clatnatiorvtshist tjfe Crowithad not 

must either retrace their st.^5. or . they comdton law the riaiK'bf deportation, it 
must go forward. To retraemneir steps, was one of tl\e objects flf this ^11 to sup¬ 
er,^ in other words, to r^ji^act all 'the .ply that Qefect, thus enabling She Crow* 
odious and persecuting Iws against the to carry into effeCt one ofTts Inkiest pre- 
Catholics whichWiad b^n repealed or mo- rogatives.* In the case ef the refosaj of 
d^d, no one woftld be rasli or mad' the alien to depart, by the common laie 

(VOL.XXOT) ' , (8Y) * 

* • 
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he miglit be indicted for a misdemeanor, 
and ssnt^nccd to fine and ♦tnprisonnidj|^. 
'In tbiscuK the only tliingtobtjascertain^ 
by the court would be, whetlW the pro- 
clamatron had actually issued, ^nd been 
disobeyed by the alien. The sentence . 
would follow of coin sc. Bat Jfy investing 
the Crown with ti’e power of'deportatidii, 
while delay woiihl be avoided, the hard¬ 
ship on the alien would in iiict be less. 
Besides, the alien empowered by this 
bill to state reasons to the privy council 
against his deportation, which of .course 
he could not do to*a court qf justice. He 
had no official information to commrinicatQi 
which migiit show the necessity of tliis 
bill; but he would appeal to their lord*, 
ships, whether it would be safe to aboljsh 
at {mce>a power c^liich had existed for ‘23 
years; and whether, improved as the state 
of Europe was, the'■present state of the 
united kingdom rendered all precautionary 
measures unnecessar}'. He considered 
that, after such a fermcDtatioir''as had ex¬ 
isted in Imrope, the present measure was 
• essential to the stability of peace both at 
home and abroad, '♦■•/ibuees would be 
guarded against by the power of^nppeal to 
the privy council; and he sl\puldmove that 
it be read a second time this day three 
months. 

Lord AucMand said, that he entertained 
the strongest objection to a measure, whicli 
ahoiisUed that wbicji was one of the best 
principles of our constitution, ^mely, ^hat 
as soon as a foreigner set his feat on 
lish grojjnd, he became entitled to alTtm.’ 
protectiol^i ^ En glisli Jaw. On the con¬ 
trary, this bill Went to place the unfortu¬ 
nate foreigner out of the jiale of'the Javv, 
to expose him to the exorcise of arbitrary 
^power, to deprive him of that which was 
the firmest foundation of the comfort and 
happiness of every mart—t!ic security,ofu 
li.xcd ami undistiirbwi habitation. Tin, 
noble viscount had not stated any grounds 
for the adepnon ,of the measure. Mr. 

* Biidce, wiio„jn contended that the 
bill was for the purpos(jj.of keeping*, oi® 
«>f‘ the country thosa? mui<Uercrs 
atheists who vsere solicitous tot put d(Mi4^‘ 
ebj/'ch and state, ad(Kd,,th»t ihb power 
tMSjgiven .to the Crhwn would be too 
gpCTTtor the liberty otV^e ’ 4 )f ^ple, were 
vt possessed in vtftjKi of peace. After a 

*iong andk^ardudus cbntcst, that timc'of 
ha^o arrived. AmiSst Vhe otheir' 
evils of wSs this—diat during its con- 
ti^ance it wasalmost impo.ssiU)e to*keep 
a uee coosfitatitta from beiBg impaired. 


Alien Bill. tffJgO 

A greater power was almost' netjcssarily 
given to the executive government, thatt 
was consistent with the liberty of the peo- 
^ile: and if tliere was one duty of the ser¬ 
vants of the Crown more sacred than ano¬ 
ther, it was, as soon as the necessity ceas- 
dd to exist, cheerfully to resign into the* 
hands of the people the authority wliich 
had been entrusted to them. What was 
the danger now to be apprehended from 
the rcRulence of alien's in this country ? 
He admitted lhaj it was essential to the 
peace of Europe to endeavour to preserve 
the Bourbons on the throne of France- 
lie was also aware that the residence in 
thi.s cn«rr?ry of foreigners, disaifectod to 
'the Hoiirboii cause might eventually tend 
to tl^p accomplishment of the evil which 
he deprecated. But he could never con¬ 
sent, in order to avoid a remote and contin¬ 
gent danger, to sacrilitv so important a 
feature of the British constilutiun, as that 
which the bill compromised. To thi.s 
country no danger whatever could be ap¬ 
prehended from the machinations of fo¬ 
reigners/evident in it. Against such a 
danger the dislike of the people to tlio 
manners and lungunge <»f foreigners was a 
sufficient safeeuard. The iirst w(Sd that 
a foreigner would have to utter, in whieh > 
the lettersi/i orthe letterwoccurred, woul^ 
overthrow any attempt he .night be dis¬ 
posed to make inimical to the pablic 
peace. But it seemed thattliivpower was 
not likely to bo abused^ He, fgr one, 
not agree .te‘grant it on such s 
grounfl, Mo one would impute to the 
noble viscount iinV disposition wilfully to 
abuse power; but he w'as liable to be 
iiiisled, and to be induced to put in force 
the provisions of such a bill, against an in¬ 
dividual really unoiFending,-but against 
whom'the ^--tiiorts of commercial rivalry, 
political^ J]atred, or. ptivatc aniaiosity, 
j^ight b». direeleu. Hitherto ou** minis¬ 
ters Iiaijtju’cn enabled to reply to apjdi- 
•cations from I'oreign courts, made in lios- 
tility to individuals residdiit in this countr/ 
—“ Look at our laws; we have no power 
ou'oSd them.” If the bill before theif 
■lordshqts jiassed, that answer could no 
longer he made. Ministers would take 
upon themselH‘S a burthensome responsi¬ 
bility. If the friendship of a foreigti pow¬ 
er shoultL in, any supposed case, be put ia 
one scale^vnd {he sacrifice nf an obscure 
alien be pwsJn the other, it was not dif¬ 
ficult tfl’prertl.'t which would preponde¬ 
rate. But it was conterded that the bill 
was to continue only t^o years. Tbusittil- 
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ways was with bad meashres ; once passed some better arguments from tlie noble 
on the ground of emergency, tlioy were re* loijis fippositi*, ami that they w^ul^ not 
enacted froraitiine to time, until at Icrgth p.lTsevere inytheir insulting silcnc^ » 
they became a part of the constitution. Tlte Ear? of Aberdeen con,>^iueil, that 
He decidedly objected to the biU^ and the fact (^lelher we were a/"pence or war 
should therefore support the amendnieht. had nothing to do witlr tire present ques- 
The Earl of Carnarven was astonislicd *tion : 'the nieasiirc ditt^not refer to our 
thatonoMe lords on the other side had external relations, hut t^ur internal Iran* 
condescended to say so little in support qiullity. In ISO‘4 tflc noble earl who 
of their measure, unprecedented in tnnes >.poke second had deemed the bill ticccs- 
like tbc present, wdien we were at peace sary; and in what wa“»the peace- now ob- 
with all the world. Many peers had come tained more worthy^of reliance than that 
down, expecting that tbc noble viscount o^ Amiens? At that time, tbougli we had 
would endeavour to assign a fev* plausible an enemy at the head «of the French go- 
reasons for the step he recommended’; j'ernmynt, the peojde rvere our fiends; 
but, to their great surprise, tliey'had been now, though tlie Huurhons were our friends, 
told by him, lliat be liad none to giv^, ■ Ijio people were our eneiuicl. Fron*. 
and no information to supply. (Ile^ bad wbjcb tho greatest danger was to be e5&- 
not adduced a single case to show that pected, i|e would not dejermine.* Xhnob- 
this absolute power was required, but be jeej. of the Hill was to exclude active 
had demanded thayt it siiould he given on mischief, not to shut sut the oppressed or 
his mere assurance that he would take persecuted; and, in the execution of it 
care it should not be abused. Would hitherto, if he had obServed the slightest 
parliament be satisfied with this mode of abuse, or IVeii want of moderation, he 
dispensing with the immemorial rights would notreow give it his support. Under 
the people of England? Tlje noble the regulations proposed, it'was scarcely- 
viscount admitted that the present bill was possible any^jitfse could exist in fu- 
the only relic of the war, forgetting that ture. . 

cn thaik account it was doubly necessary The Inikc pf Sussex said, that when 
ibr him jo show good cause for its conti* their lordships wer^ called upon to enact 
. uuance. Even admitting that, by prero- ’a new legislative measure, it was highly 
gative, the Kiag could send alicAs*out*of important that they should .first know 
bis dominions, thctfonu of process was whether or not a necessity existed for it. 
then totally different; a fair A'ial was al- If the noble lords on the other sii^ were 
lowed to tho person accused of the high prepared ttf prove that the existing laws 
crime of being a fortfigper, and th#bCa;-, of the country were not syfiicient to meet 
then of proof that his views were iyimicatl a-’base of abuse on the part (»f ayy alien 
to the government was hnposed upo^ his | resident in it, and that therefori;*i-f became 
prosecutors. Under this bill, it lay upon i necessary to enact a ne^^lliwy be should 
the accused to show that liq was not ad : be perfectly satisfied. But until such a 
alien, which in many cases could not be ^ proof should be ailbrded he must view a 
done withoutigreat difficulty. One severe proposition like that under their lordships*^ 
hardship had not*yet been ‘’loticed: it ' consideration with extreme concern and 
ofiten happened tltat the liege s),ibjects of * jealausy. The circnnistancos of 1798 and 
the crown of Great Briftiinlipd married of the present perio'i differed mo^ mate- 
foreigners; and by this extraordiij^ay bill* rially. He had nyt a seat in that House 
the secretary of state, or ^ny of flis petty at the former period, and therefore he 
underlings, woul(b have the power, upon could not say how lie migli^ h(tve acted * 
surmises, to separate mau and wife. Some wlteB the originri measure was proposed ; 
of the peers of the realm were married, to b'^ie' be was^satis^d that as the circuOt- 
ladies of foreign birth, and their domestic *sti;nces of the iwaperiods ivere different, 
happiness was to be put at the mercy of different meaauiies\ught to be adoptcuto 
any person who chose to mtrke malicious meet them. We w^e at prejjgpt in .a stiVe 
and - unfounded* representations that the of perfect 4 )||ue^ That efening wliftf^ 
lady was endeavouring to pqrsuade her first tittle that their Igjsdsh^s had heard i^ 
lord to join in the views of yn et?-&y: she stated on the other sKle ,Af the IViuse that^ 
might be thrown into prison ,>tithout bail the ineaswre before them wasjhiroposed,^ 
or niainprize, and afterwai;|i6 sent out of b’ecause, although the g-^vemident of 
the country in which she had borne and Franc% waff pacifically diafiosed towards 
educated^ a fiuQily. *He hoped to hear \is, we-hadto deal with a ho$61e popula- 
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tipii in that conntry. This was one of 
thosorsec^ets ‘which had beea for the 
'time evening disclo|ed to thH: 

lordships. '* 1^6 might, perhaps.'Ae allowed 
to ask, if a nibtsurc similar to toe present 
had fever been thloptcd before the last 23 
or 25 years i Ha^ «*«y inconvenience been' 
sustained, in conpxfiuence of no such mea¬ 
sure having been 'adopted ? With re¬ 
ference to the observations made by the 
noble viscount on«tI]ie subject, he (the 
duke of Sussex) maintained, that one of 
the abuses which would be consequent «n 
the adoption' of the bill, was the violation 
of that.greiit constitutional principle, that 
every man must be tried by his peers. 
Every fofelgner ought to enjoy this ad? 
ventage, and have the opportunity, w^en 
accused, of any ctime, of mcetiitg his ac¬ 
cuser face to face. Whereas, according 
to this bill, he was' to be taken up and 
sent at once out of the kingdom, or sub' 
lUitted to a species of spiritual inquisi¬ 
tion, being compelled to ransack his brains 
to discover what he had said' nr done, 
that might be considered offensive, and 
thus, by his own cxcac#.', -As- a'ceuse him¬ 
self. lie confessed that he vi^cd with 
extreme concern a proposition ov this sort. 
During the last six taonths the rate of 
exchange had so risen in Savour of Eng-' 
land, that .the pound which had been at 
17 francs was now 25. To what was this 
attributable ? To the great amount of 
prop^ty remitted from France, because 
the individuals ^by whom it vnr>s sent <did 
not ttiii^ it safe in that country, and bE-’’ 
cause tn^ looked back at former times 
when the peraSS&tcd of other nations were 
received with hospitality and kitidness 'in 
this. Now, however, the extinguisher 
, was to be suddenly put on this disposition. 
The noble lords opposite seemed to have 
forgotten thescripturalThrase, “ where the 
treasury is. there wiK> tne heart be also 
and ito imagine that thpsc who deposited 
their wesdtn in t|iis country were likely 
* to eondubt themselves in a manner inju¬ 
rious to its interests, ^hey were goii^ 
drive these persons/-whif!her? 1 %;^ 

- of the continental sovereigns <had entcre.d' 

J > a specific treaty tf receive them, their 
L their i«'|ustry, Slid th^lf wealth. To 
Sc states, Vhereforl(>'»they ^ouid go; 

. they would dm go to Amdirica, a 
•cbuntiy present ih amity with us, but 
<0 vidiieh nU^pointed indWidtlals might 
tatbite disposition towards Great 

isitnUaf to that which we*knew 
produced chi a fenoer occasiotf 
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by United Irishtnen. The next point, 9 
point of very great difficulty was,'to ascer¬ 
tain who were and who wbse not aliens. 
He had taken much pains to inquire into 
that part of the subject, but had not been 
able to obtain any satisfactoiy informa- 
tibn. He had, among other thitrgs, read 
with great attention a pamphlet ^/ublkjbed 
by a person who had been connected with 
the alien office, and who, as he under¬ 
stood, had discharged*his duty very con¬ 
scientiously, he meant Mr. Reeves; and 
it had created a deep impression of doubt 
on his mind, whether Americans, under 
certain circumstances, could be considered 
as alicnsf*- He had looked over various 
•cables, which, with due submission to the 
learnpd lords, he would venture to state. 
[His royal highness here stated aeveri^ 
supposed cases, involving considerable dif¬ 
ficulty of decision. 3 With every respect 
for the noble viscount, he could not allow 
that the noble viscounfs honour was a 
sufficient assurance to their lordships that 
the act would be enforced with a sound 
discretion. Who could tell if that nobL 
viscount might be in liis official situation 
in the course of ten days from the pre¬ 
sent period ? Then their lordshipr.''might 
have to trust to the honour of sQrvebq^. 
else. It was true the noble viscount haa>.. 
said, that if any abuse weroito take place, 
it might be investigated by parliament. 
But how was evidence to her obtained ? 
By the very nature of the business, die 
/jeor'tyas shut agedost information. All 
these circumstances had their weight in 
inducing him to support the amendment. 

Earl Grosvenor, after some hesitation, 
Had made up .his mind to vote against this 
peace alien bill. He thanked the noble 
earl for the intelligence he had given as 
to, the real* disposition*' of the people of 
France, and expressed t^s fears that the 
restoration of the Bourbons wtuld not 
lie attended with the prosperity and coa- 
'stitutional liberty to the people which he 
had anxiously hoped. Itf ttie present sitqp- 
tion of afi'airs he could not consent to arm 
ministers with this absolute power, which, 
in 4he admitted temper of the French na¬ 
tion, might be grossly misapplied. Ano¬ 
ther reason for his vote against the mea¬ 
sure was the ultra-despotic powen (if he 
might express himself) established by 
Ferdinand!^ in ^pain, with the revival of 
all the horKire of the inquisition. Upon 
this subject nl^''ustdrs had evinced a most 
uawarrant^le apathy, «md a relucttmce 
to join in any emigres,* which but too 



]06d] AUt» BiUf 

plainly indicftted that they oaglit not 
themselves to be intcqsted with any autho¬ 
rity that could be abused. 

I.iord King ■ wialied to ask the learned 
ioi^ on the woolsack whether the noble 
.viscount had stated advisedly, that there 
existed in the prerogative a power to send 
aliens, not alien enemies, out of the coun¬ 
try : and whetlier that power had ever 
been exercised since Magna Charta^ 

The Lord ChancoUor said, that whether 
the power of sending aliens out of the coun¬ 
try resided in the king and parliament con¬ 
joined, or in the king alone, no |pan cotild 
be more satisfied than he was of its wisdoiti 
and policy when sparingly exercised. Ad¬ 
verting to the'period of 1793, when he. 
was attorney-general, he recollected the 
apprehension that was then excited, dot of 
Trench arms, but of French principles. 
He thanked God,that that apprehension 
was strongly felt in the country, otherwise 
the consequences might have been such 
that it was impossible to contemplate 
v/ithout terror. It had been felt to be 
■absolutely necessary, whether the Crown 
had or had not the prerogative of sending 
aliens out of the country, to arm it with 
the asdstance of parliament. With refer- 
,enpeJ 4 ,.the construction put by loid Coke 
fti'n Magna Cliarta, as it related to this 
subject, be observed, that at the period to 
which he had alluded, he had the honour 
of knowing many learned iflcn, now in 
their sepulchres^ but winise names would 
long live, and he knew .of none, whether 
they opposed the measure then pyoposed 
or not, who denied thilt the king Kkd the 
power, without the sanction of parliament, 
to prevent aliens from staying in the 
country. But the establishment of this 
point had net reference to the present case, 
in which the adoption of the bill before 
the House was squired by imperious hir* 

' cumstasices. For whM cdbld the royal 
ower do alone ? It was easy to say thit 
y that power an alien cpuld he*lent out 
.^f the country ; *but how was he to be got 
out i fie must be indicted. Then a bill 
must be found. That he might trtverse. 
The cause might then be removetl by* 
certiorari to another courb; and so on. 
With respect to the cases which the illus- 
triousvduke hJQ so ingeniously argued, all 
that he could say was, that every case 
must be determined by tlje partfcular cir¬ 
cumstances which belonged to it. There 
was this single fact irf ausjter touny ques¬ 
tion that mights be raised about difiicult 
casesi namely^ thatVith all possible diffi-* 
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ciddes on the subject, government had > 
suc'iessfuUy gi^ppled since the year 1793. 

Tr/ him it appeared most astonisUj^ that, 
any of then ’lordships should ASfnk, that 
after a* wp/of 25*ye8rs, thf^ere act of 
signing a' treaty of pea^ was to pror 
duce,3o complete a.J^quillity, as en¬ 
tirely and at once to ^m all the agi¬ 
tation which the recetn convulsions had 
occasioned. Of this he was persuaded, 
that there were not wanting persons who, 
if an opportunity were aftbided them, were 
pj^rtectly ready to put in operation those 
princifdes against whiqh thi8*country had 
been so long Contending, It was t^ guard 
against the inacluna.tions of such persons 
|tiat he supported the bill. -• 

I,ord Holland complained, ihat wH^ 
all*the learned lord’s le^al, historical, and'' 
constitutional knowledge, he had not been 
able to adduce a single instance in which 
the prerogative on this subject had been 
attempted to be exercised. The learned 
lord merelj* recollected, that when a simi¬ 
lar bill wa/discussing in the other House of 
Parliament, some persons, lawyers, were, 
of opiniffiB^h qt li M -d Coke was erroneous 
in his explanation of that part of Magna 
Charta vhich referred to this subject. ' 
Was the authority of these individuals, 
influenced by the fears of the time, to be 
considered equivalent to the^authority of 
such a man as lord Coke i Such opinions, 
or, indeed, any opinion whatever, paust be 
inadequate to sustain‘the position 4)f the 
learned Io|d as to the existence of a pre¬ 
rogative which had not been exercised in 
a single instance for a period of 66o years, 
although 80 many occasrons bad occurred 
Within shat period, in which such a prero¬ 
gative was most likely to have been called 
into action, if it had really been recog^ 
nized. It would be recollected whiti 
struggles were made before the Reforma- 
•tion by those Cathjdics, whose character 
was so often and so unjustly 'fiffused, to 
resist the uUra-montane pretensions of the 
Pope, when that prince evjnced so giucb 
ombition to ap^int aliens to high eccle- 
^‘liStical c4ices\n this country. Those 
pretensioiK wer^pposed .strongly by the 
CatholilS gpv^rnment of the day; .but, 
instead oiSfRaintnning any contest yith 
the Pop^,^^e ^vernme4l^migll!l7"{f^e 
alleged prerQgatfveJjalooged to the Croi^ 
at once have immedlatftly sent all those 
_ aliens out of \he country. A^in, was not 
'this prerogative^if it exSte($raost liOy 
to Have been called into action by E^za- 
betb| to gbiffd agamst the ’danger with 
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which she was menaced by Philip 2d, who 
was a sovereign no doubt sincere is his 
f, religiijf^ the unrelenting tyrant by whom 
the Sp^^^nation was at preSscnt afflicted. 
But a singu^ instance was mentioned in 
another placc">i^ith regard to Cliarics 2d, 
where there couv’^lp no doubt ihiit sucb 
a prerogative w^ld have been exercised, 
had the Crown pokessed it—!ic meant the 
instance in which that monarch was so 
ihuch annoyed by,,a French rival in the 
affections of a favouri;e mistress, and on 
which occasion a French writer had o,|j- 
eerved, that that frilly must be a horrible 
country in which the 80ve*‘eign did not 
enjoy tile power of rejieving himself froni 
. such an ^annoyance, by at once sending 
the cause of it out of the country. Tlien 
" as to .Tames 2d, was it at all probable fiiat 
that sovereign Would have allowed so 
many of the Protestant subjects of his ally 
and friend, Louis 14th, to come into this 
country, after the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz, if he had had the pswer of pre¬ 
venting them i Nay, was it nO, quite im¬ 
probable tlial James, with tbe^: religious 
prejudices and politiggjj yjp\^.t.,hich he 
was known to entertain, would have per¬ 
mitted such aliens to find an rsylum in 
this country, had the Oown'‘bccn invested 
with such a prerogative as. was at present 
insisted upon; for surely James 2u could 
have found as many lawyers to maintain 
the prerogative of "the Crown in his day, 
as wece'‘likely to be'mct with at the pre¬ 
sent or at any other period ? T{/iiliam Sd 
too had many reasons to exercise sucli a 
prerogafive, in order to guard against the 
machination; of •Louis 14th, and of the 
agents of James. But it appeared, thfft 
although William made no attempt • to 
exclude aliens, notwithstanding the known 
"^nd powerful hostility of the French go¬ 
vernment, such exclusion was now deemed 
necessary, because, according to the Ian-, 
guage oft noble earl, although the French 
govemmcivt was friendly, the French po- 
qiulajion were hosftle. Was there, how¬ 
ever, no danger to be apprfihcnded in Jh^i 
reign of Wifliam from th^^, alie;/ agentssl' 
Louis 14tli, whg was not/iriously as hostile 
to the habits, principless^ and interests of 
thi^ountry, ag^any of the ii«^^bon race ? 

llthiwas deci^dl^a,hostile as 
Buonaparte he supposed^ and 
yet William nevti;, attempted to exercise 
thh pSrerogTOve alleged in the lUscussion 
t^^elon^ I& tlw Crown. William, how-' 
ever, was a wise njan and a friend •io liberty, 
and lie (lord*H«) had no doubt that that < 
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prince would not have assented to such a 
hill as the present. It was said, that no 
alarm should be excited byt^this bill, be¬ 
cause truly only 200 persons had been 
sent out ot the country under the autho¬ 
rity of the law, which it proposed to con¬ 
tinue; as if in a free state the existence of 
arbitrary power should affect tkose^only 
who immediately suffered under its opera¬ 
tion.' Such had not been in good times 
the usual feeling of tho.people of England, 
who conceived that the povver which op¬ 
pressed one man threatened all, and there- 
forfc oppression was universally deprecated. 
It was also alleged by the noble secretary, 
that no iustance of abuse had occurred. 
,He (lord II.) had heard of many such 
instances, although lie did not feel himself 
at liberty, from motives of delicacy, to 
mention names. There was, however, one 
instance, in which he could mention the 
name, as the individual was no more, and 
that was M. Deboffe, a well known book¬ 
seller, who having imported, among other 
works from France, some copies of a cer¬ 
tain book, in which the conduct of ay 
individual of great influence in this coun¬ 
try, was rather unfavourably mentioned, 
a message was sent to M. Deboftc, ,(Shat if 
he sold a copy of this book, lie wqyld bo,, 
sent out of the country under the alien lath-. 
This case he was enabled 40 state upon 
the best authority; but he could not say 
that the message was actually sent to M. 
Deboffe from tb<; individual referred to. 
Buj swell a power as'tliis law created was 
liable to every species of abuse. How, 
for instance, was it- likely to operate upon 
writers ? Could it be supposed, that if such 
a law had existed in Holland when Messrs. 
Arnaud and jBayle took refuge at the 
Hague,Jthe world would hav^ ever heard 
of the writings of thofi eminent men? 
But it was said that, un(hsr this law only 
14 persons Jrad been sent out tof the 
country within the last five years. It was 
to be reddllcctcd, however, that the power 
which sent aw;.y 14, might be extended 
to 14,000: and that the few persons sent 
3 way (,ithin such a period, formed a strong 
c'trguyipcnt against the necessity of the law. 
But to return Jto the question of the al¬ 
leged prerogative, what was the conduct 
of queen Anne's reign ? Instead nf at¬ 
tempting to send away aliens, all the alien 
Protestantls in the country ^were natu¬ 
ralized by one act, and an equally liberal 
policy marked ^he reign of George 1st. 
But to come to the reigUuof George 2d, 
on act was passed ^ that rcigO| naturaIUi<; 
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ifig all foreign Protestants! But a petition 
vas presented against that law from the 
city of Londo*h, who objected to the ad¬ 
mission of foreigners into our corporauons, 
or to any places under government, frojn 
an apprehension, that being unacquainted, 
with the ^alue of our privileges, they were 
not Ifkely to be tenacious of them or at¬ 
tached to liberty. Sudi was the old. po¬ 
licy and constitutional jealousy of English¬ 
men. Yet, 1)3' the bill before the House, 
it was proposed to place 20,000 foreigners 
in a state of absolute subserviency to the 
secretary of state. Was it ncccsi«iry to dc , 
scribe tbe abuses to which such a Jaw was 
liable? How cas)' could the minister under 
such a law protect those foreigners whose 
sen'ices he desired, by sending out of 
the country any foreigner who might be 
dreaded as the witness of their malprac¬ 
tices. What he dbjected to was an alien 
law, which could not, it seemed, be de¬ 
scribed but in alien terms, such as tlepor- 
iation and siirveillaitcc, and other words 
not to be found in any English dictionary, 
life disliked such foreign terms, a{j) well as 
the object to which tliey referred, and 
iicartily wished the deportation of butli. 
On the%hole, he felt it iiis dut}'decidedl}' 
to, this bill. There were several 

amendments which he meant to^pyopqse 
in a future stage, especially with regard to 
alien women and to*American% 

Lord Elk-nLorough declared his decided 
opinion,that the JJrown jxJksossed thjj pre¬ 
rogative of seinling alitfns out of the coun« 
try, and maintained thqt such prejoga- 
tive belonged of right not onl)' to the mo¬ 
narch of this countrv, but to the sovereigq 
of every count r 3 '. in support of this opi¬ 
nion, he quoted the autliority of Vattel. 
As to the coiJstruction of'Magna Charta, 
it would be recolTccted, that upon the 
subject of merchJht sjtranger^, the citizens 
of Londiiln presented a petitioir to Edwardi 
1 st, asserting the prerogative of tltq sove¬ 
reign to send such aliens out of the coun¬ 
try, and that the *Idng concurred in that 
opinion. Such then was the impre^ion, 
almost immediately after Magna Charta 
was enacted; and yet the present bill \^as 
pronounced tjTannical, and * inconsistent 
with the constitution of the country. But 
he, on #ie contrary, maintained, that the 
present was comparatively a leniqpt mea¬ 
sure, imperiously called fo»by the exist- 
ing circumstances of the world. 

Earl Grey said, that he li/d not*intend- 
cd to trouble the House upon this subject, 
and therefore ho had not at all prepared 
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his ^lind for the discussion, relying upon 
the. arguments 1)f his noble frien^Hol- 
land) which arguments had, in f;;ii!^been * 
left wholly,4nanswered. Ind /l?d, from all 
that he had heard, he feiyfully satisfied, 
that although this bill be. voted, it 

could'not be defcndcchj Tbe doctrine 
witfi respect to prerog^Js^, so confidently 
alleged, had in fact, received no support 
whatever from eidier the learned lord on 
the woolsack, or thi^lc^ncd lord who had 
just sat down. When the latter, who was 
at%be liead of the administration of the 
law of the country, rose to address their 
ihrdships, he expected to hoar somf his¬ 
tory of the common law in favoqf of this 
•nfeasiire, or a series of precedents to sus¬ 
tain* his main position, or ther//c/a ofsomd 
of our eminent law writers, of Brac^on, or 
Foitescue, or lord (’oke, for instance, in 
support of that prerogative which was up¬ 
on this occasion so copfidcnlly asserted. 

But instead qf having his expectation ful- 
ftlled, the l^rned lord quoted a French 
writer upr/i the law of nations. That 
writer, Mlyattel, for whom lie (carl G.) 
entertained {ffWr^FCSpect upon the sub¬ 
jects to w'|ich his work referred, bad no > 
doubt stated, that the riglit alluded to, 
J)elonged to the sovereign power of every 
state. But what was the sovereign power 
in this country ? Was it in the Crown or in 
the parliament? Vattel had also laid it down 
that the raisjng of money, and lhc*i)iain- 
t<\ining of armies, also belonged to the so¬ 
vereign povibr; but did suth power form 
a pai’t of the prerogative of the C’rown in . 
England ? Certainly nqt. and the>'efure 
tiie autliority quoted by the learned lord^ 
was .totally inapplicable. Yet this bill, 
according to the learned lord, was only 
necessary to aid the execution of the pre-^^ 
,, rogativc which it appeared was incapable 
of e»ccutiou without the bill. Therefore 
I tllis boasted prcrogarfve must be..iiielfec- 
tual without some legislative provision, 
‘and what sort of prerogi^tive thci^could, it , 
be deemed ? It was, in fact,“no preroga¬ 
tive it all, wen'^pon the learned lord’s 
^own showing. Bix when the learnedjlord 
^quoted, ass law' autl^irity, a petition from 
the city of alleging the right mf 

the king to scndpliens out cemU/,* 
in whiq|i aHi%atit)f3^the king, to whom 
petition was addressejt, vefy naturally ac-,- 
quiesced, he roally heard* the Icu^ned lord 
wiith consiilerable surprise. • T^‘ JcarntJif 
lord hiptscl^ and tlic learned lord on the . 
jvodlsack, Were no doubt Vttj high k«y 
authorities ; yet, according to the learned 
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lord’s precedent this evening, wq nfiglit 
heret-fter hear those high Authorities dis- 
"cardefij^^d be referred to arpciition from 
sir Willia^Curtis and the' 4 :itizens of 
X^ondon. Tht^priviK,;'t's granted to aliens 
by several stanty:)| eombined with ijhe pre. 
cedents so ably by his noble wiend, 
formed la his jutt^ient, a conclusive'ar¬ 
gument to shutv that such a prerogative 
as that at present insisted upon was never 
recognised to belong^^ to the Crou'n of 
England. So much as to prerogative, 
while as to ,the expediency of th-s mCa- 
surc he thought it'exceptionable in every 
point <bf view, either with regard tth public 

S olicy or^constituiinnal principle, and he 
eprecated it the more because he sefl- 
Ously apprehended that although the bill 
was iittiited to two years, the law was but 
too likely to be perpetual; therefore' he 
never gave a vote with more satisfaction 
than that which hf should give against the 
adoption of such an oppressi\c measure. 

The Earl of Liverpool thought the no¬ 
ble lord who had just sat doi^l, had, as 
■ well as bis noble friend fHoll|Etij, argued 
upon a complete misIffi’UgfS'tShding of the 
opinions of his learned friend o|^ the wool¬ 
sack, and the learned, lord- near him ; for 
those opinions only referred to the gene¬ 
ral law of nations, that it was a part of the 
sovereign power of every state to send 
away dangerous aliens, and for obvious 
reasQrhi, that authority must ijest with the 
executive power, for if placed elsew'her,e, 
it would be comparatively in Liany cases, 
if not totally, ineffective. As to the pe¬ 
riods of our hist;p,ry referred to by his no¬ 
ble friend it was then the obvious policy 
of this country to encourage aliens, ,w'ho 
notoriously came here with friendly senti- 
..ments, but very different consequences 
were to be apprehended from such 
course of proceeding under existing cir¬ 
cumstances. ^ 

The Earl of Darn/^^ observed, that the j 
, slightest jnecessity had not been shown to'^ 
exist for having recourw to a measure 
li|fe tins, and unless a m^essity coufd be, 
ahown, their lordships were bound to re^ 
fuse their assfent to it.f ' i 
She House then divjdeiii'' iFor tlie se- 
Contents, 54; Non-con- 
j^nts, 17> The bill wCk thda'reafi a se¬ 
ll eood time. 


t 
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<jAg I46HT Bill.] Mr. Holmes 

brooght up the report of the Gas Light 


Oas Light m. [1072 

bill. On the motion fhr agreeing to the 
report, 

Alderman Aikins compla'iVicd of the ex¬ 
clusive privileges cl-iimeii by this bill, and 
contended that tlie measure was calculated 
^to ruin that hardy race of men, the per¬ 
sons employed in the Southern and 
Greenland whale fisheries, in' eadh of 
which a million of'inoney, and above 100 
ships were engaged. If the bill were to 
pass, it would throw out of employ 10,000 
seamen, and above '10,000 rope-makers, 
sol-makers, ma^t-makersl'Ac. connected 
^ilh that trade. He complained of the 
way in whicli hon. gentlemen interested iu 
the subject had attendL-d the committee, 
and had by their numbers borne down 
all eppositinn to the bill. 

Mr. N. Calvert defended the committee 
from the imputation cast on them. He 
had no interest whatever in the gas light 
company, and he should like to hear the 
hon. alderman say the same of himself 
with respect to the Greenland trade. He 
thought the opposition made to the mea¬ 
sure by; the persons connected with t^e 
oil trade extremely unjustifiable. 

Mr. Jones did not see why the indivi¬ 
duals to whom the bill referred sffould be 
erected into a corporation. It teJHnsew 
said by a gallant officer, that the strength 
of the British navy was ddUved from the 
south whal? fishery, v^hich this bill went 
to destroy. 

]V^. D. Gidd^ put out of his considera¬ 
tion all that part^of the question which 
hinged on the interests of the whale fishery, 
but contended that the extension of the 
jzompany to perpetuity was wholly unjus¬ 
tifiable. If they would take any number 
of years, 60 for instance, he would not ob¬ 
ject to the meaSsure. ^ 

< Mr. H. Sumner eulfogized the advan¬ 
tages enjoyed ^y the*^)ublic in conse¬ 
quence of the superior illuminatibn of the 
streeti? by lignt. But still he thought 
that the House ought^to be better ac¬ 
quainted with the provisions of the h|ll, 
andethat for that purpose it should be re¬ 
printed and recommitted. He moved as 
aif amendment, to take the report into 
further con^deration on Monday. 

Mr. M&rryat argued against the mono¬ 
poly which* the bill went to crOUte, but 
Emitted tliat sufficient oil was not now 
brought from Greenland to light the me- 
tropmib 

TheHous^divided: For the or^hal 
Motion, 76; forthe^otendmenty 29* Hw 
repoiit WAS then rec^ved.* 



jl[075] Motion ^y^ecling Pierre Damask Perrot^.^ June 11, JS16. . *‘^1074: 

• 

There w'erc two things to be considered 
tiv tlris cas^ Nothing ccuild inslify the 
removal of this man by forceof tluJ 
island. 11% did not mean t<Vif^ if such 


, MoyXOK ^ESrECTINP PlEURE Da- 
MASE' pERrtOT.] Sir Samuel llomiUy 
stated, tha% he had been applied to by 
,jt*eter Damask Perrot, an inhabitant of the 
iMauritius, from whom a petition hdd been 
presented to the House on Thursday last. 
He had been informed by him that it w«s 
nofatrut!*, that he was ever concerned in 
any insurrection, in .Xhat island. On the 
8 th of September last, a troop of sbldicrs 
came to his housC) and carried him away, 
along w’ith his wife-and children, some of 
whom were of very tender years, to a dis¬ 
tance of four miles from his^plantallbn. 
Next morning he was separated from his 
family, and conveyed to a further distance 
of 40 miles, • and then, after answering 
some interrogatories, sent on board his 
majesty's ship the Minden, and conveyed 
to this country, without being allowed to 
ace any of his fa(nily> or having an oppor¬ 
tunity of taking any money with him. 
During the voyage lie was kept a close 
prisoner. In this situation, being a Bri¬ 
tish subject, his only consolation during 
»4bc voyage, amidst all his hardships, was, 
that he was about to be transported to a 
country where respect w’as showm to the 
laws,.^nd where every man was held in- 
• n^gfifij^till found guilty. The first thing 
he did on landing was, to transmit a me-' 
morial to lord Bathurst. To tliisf memo¬ 
rial he received «n answ’er, acquainting 
liim that, the circumstance* which ren¬ 
dered his removal from tJie Mauritius ex- 
pediedt had ceased operate, ami that 
directions would be given to convey hiTn 
to that island to be put*on his trial, %s the 
best means of clearing up the facts 
of the case, and that till his depifr- 
tuire an alloirance would be made to 
him. On writing again to lord Ba- 
tliurst, expressing a hope that an investi¬ 
gation into tbei^onduct of the governor 
of the ^'lauritius w'ould bcfqrdercd, and 
that he himself might be treated in a man*- 
ner more suited to his'rank in liflthan li64 
had hitherto beon, he was informed that 
rfn inquiry was now making to know how 
far his statement was correct; that direc¬ 
tions had been given to the tran^ort«| 
board with respect to liis passage; and 
that till his going on board he should be 
allows^ 5s. a day. He wrme afterwards 
to lord Bathurst, informing mim that 9&'. a 
day was the lowest he could Uv6 upon in 
this country, and that hcliad no clothes; 
and on the 2nd of April 1816, h»received 
an answer, statigg that government had 
no farther coi^unfeation to make to him. 
(VOL. XXXIV.) 


a measure was necessary ^Ahe safety of 
the island, that it mightyuit be justifiable; 
but^his was not alll,£(l in the present 
case. The lion, gentl^an opposite knew 
not of the least danger with which the 
putting this man on his trial in the island 
would have been attended. What was it 
but the punishment of a man without 
Jrlal, and the severest punishment—to re- 
move'him from his home arfd family to a 
distant coiirrtry, where, from his taping de¬ 
prived of all means of support, he could 
l^only be a vagabond and a beggfir ? ■ It was 
' the violent act of a governor taking uppn ^ 
hTmself, in defiance of^all law, to punish 
an individual against whom be had con¬ 
ceived a dislike. Jf dangerous to the' 
safety of the island, he might have been 
sent to the Cape of Cltiod Hope (Bourbon 
from pardeular circumstances might not 
perhaps Me considered as a proper place), 
or to soipe situation less distant from his 
native 'ic'iifi^han^his country. Nothing 
had been said of him, but that he had 
been onie concerned in an insurrection, *' 
and that he was a -man of bad character; 
and it was te be remembered tliis bad 
character was given to biiij by bis op¬ 
pressor. Nothing had come from the go¬ 
vernor of the island to justify tlie,keepiiig 
this man,/r confining him one dayin this 
^country, yhcre, thank the laws were 
stiU’observed. Sir Samuel conclude with 
moving, “ That an humble address be 
presented to bis royal Wgliness tlie I’rince 
Regent,- that he will be graciously pleased 
to^ive directions that there be laidbefftro 
this House, copies or extracts of all dis-^ 
patches which have been received by Ills 
maicsty’s goreniment from the governor 
the Mauritius, wj^ich in any manner re¬ 
late to the case, of Pierre DamasiA’errot.” 

Mr. Goutburn ’stated, that by the vewel 
which conveyed the inuividi^l, die subjects 
sf dhe presenSi motion, to this country, 
they receii^d a dispatch from the gover¬ 
nor of thevMauritius, referring to certain 
proceedings I cspecting the registration of 
slaves, wllWPllStt led to ajyQ.suxrect'oi). 

In this disp^^ch the racotiwi^: 
was fareif inci^nml. #No 
the memorial of llfitrot rfceived bjf 
covernmont, than they sejjt instructioo^ 
governor Farqulipar to tfcniJliie to this 
country copies of all tbe»proccedings ^re¬ 
lating to him. As to the lArticuraars of 
(s Z) . ■ ^ 


sooner wa!^^ 



it)^ HOUSE Motion respeaift:^ Pkm D(inidt9iPerrof: 


t!fe cpSef; g&i'«i^Miei3i^ Wfere %tifl to tirtfli* 
f&fere^ as^^i ‘ *But w&ild riof Htf»» 

abted {>l9^^ytoiiirki^s Ae juijge dhd ^b- 
veinort if^tnij^ba'd:dfice bom^Hed with 
the prdj^'q^lhe petition in ti*,dpi*tful 
chsb^ 'ahiil red^dl^hcm, that the petitioner 
liniglft have'an op^tunity of bringi^ art 
action- agaihst theni^n the court of Kidg*l- 
bcnch.' The proper* course was first to 
Squire from the governor copies of all 
the proceedings in the case, and then to 
decide whether the cofiduct of the go¬ 
vernor had been such as was rcpre%entedi 
or not. Government were ai|are that the 
situation oF the Mauritius was extremely 
delicate. In consequence of the Nepaul 


war, the garrison had been reduced to4 had arrived. 


whel«{fihf|cdi!ddi«bt’t)d R'wfth ttOI 

td ‘ th!^ ’the ’individual feeahl 

besehthkhif^ without’sttihe* Infonniatldo^'. 
and wh^eVW'lt whs, 'it should'be laid be* 
fore'tl» House. 

. Mr. HfOMd'regretted the refusal of the 
pdjiers, the production of which was due 
to the chSidcter Of governor Ffrquilar.. 
Prom bis knowledge of that gentleoiab, he 
did not'doubty that he would be able to 
justify this proceeding. If the information 
at present in this .country, could (as it 
wa^pid) lead to nothing, at least there 
w'quld be no danger in the production of 
|iit. The motion might be renewed in a 
future session, when furtiier information 


, 1,^00 men, of whom .500 were in the hqs 
pitals. He had al^ to state, that when 
reference was made to captain Mackay, 
the commanding officer of the ship which 
brought M. Pcrrot to this country, that 
distinguished officer *assurcd him that the 
•whole of the charges which haSirefercnce 
to his passage were either comp|;te false¬ 
hoods or gros^misrepresentationsli^jthathe 
had brought money on-btfiisd^mfth him, of 
^ which he was deprived, to prevent him from 
tampering with the crew—tb^it oifc of this 
money supplies had been' purchased for him 
at the Cape, and that the remainder was 
paid to him-on landing, in presence of 
witnesses. It was a presumption in favour 
of govenor Farqubgr, that this individual 
was concerned in an insurrec^jon in the^ 
island of Bourb25n, and sent over<a pifeoner*^ 
to the*MauritiUs, and that he had been ; 
set at liberty by governor Farquhar. 

Mr. Watson Ta^or could state, on tliq 
authority of two officers of his mbjesty*s 
service, and one individual connected 
'"-with the islands of Mauritius and Bour¬ 
bon, that M. Perrot, on the first news of 
the 'return of Buonaparte from Elba, 
hurried Jo the isle of Lourbon, vrhere he' 
' ajp concerned in an iasurrection, and 
^^victed and sent to the isle of France. 
A gcwitiem&n aow in this country, saw him 


Mr. Baring said, that be ha<ir yet heard 
tto argument against the probiiction of 
^the papers. The situati^A af <the persons 
Hvine Jn-thaefi eofonies, was a sufficient 
r^dn why the ^ouse should feeercise a 
«i!^ilant superinteudance over the conduct 
oT the Ifov^mors. * There could be no 


a vei7 scinefe ground of complgint. He 
had J!)ieett'''dCl^'Quf of the country, wiiere 
he might hav^ been tried^ to a coiuitry 


Lord Casilcreagh said, the information 
now in this country respecting the indivi¬ 
dual in question, was not enough to en¬ 
able the House to come* to any decision 
on the subject. He did not think that 
the production of the papers would be at¬ 
tended with any advantage either to go¬ 
vernor Farquhar or to justice, but would 
leave the question in just as unsatisfactory 
a state as ’>t was at present. 

Mr. Brougham could not see the 
grounds of the objection to the motibn. It 
was said, that there was not infoivofit^ 
enough to settle the question ; but at least 
there was some informatiow, some dis¬ 
patch, in which the cifee was alluded to, 
and what harm could arise, from the pro¬ 
duction of this extract of the dispatqh, he 
could hot conceive:'"We had great sus¬ 
picions tliat the governor had acted in 
this case rashly; mr if be bad the power 
of sending Mi Perrot out of the island, 
yet what reason was tliere for sending him 
to a country 139 days sail from the co¬ 
lony ? He suspected it would turn out 
that the governor had rio'c considered what 
was the nearest place to w&rch M. Perrot 
ntight be sent, but what was the neSt ship 
which wg^ to sail. 

•' Mr. P. Moore observed, that there naust 
at least have befen some idhtruclions to th^ 


arrested in the act of insun^ction. ' captain of the Minden, which might be 

‘ » _ .• __.. , _ :»■* _ 


nroduced- 

Si«»S. Romillg said, that the strongest 
charge against the governor had Men 
uiged by the ofiposers of the motion; for 
what could b«.a more<8erioti8 impumtion, 
than to suppose a governor so indifferent 
to the'liberty and happiness ofthe peraobs 
dsa^t, tiiat tfie individual in que^ion had J un^r his government, as to send a person 


a prisoner to thie country without' tMnk- 
ihg it worth while to say <007 fifing about 
WtaRb, ’or giviof any^wectioDa aa to the 








tireftt him ? He :bel|eV)e.4 it fra^, a, fi^TUilr! 
ing aiiror, in ^ i>p<raf ^;the< 

governQrS'in,<i(ha atonies,, ^njioh not. 
received constitutiong, to sendiou^ 

«my pempng whom .they chase ^ exenejse 
their power pa> It was:the dn^y oCithe 
Honset therefore, to be vigilant in protect¬ 
ing the inhabitants of these colooiea* It 
was easy to allege the bad character of a 
person on whotn ‘an act of tyraopy was 
exercised, and it was sometimes difficult 
to refute tb^ accusation; but if it was 
true, it could never form a ju^ificatioTT of 
oppression. The advantage which M.J 100,000Z. fdt the manufacture of small 


if?fpeose,by , persona >n«)Wj|y w 

igttorant# ;>slt more interested.* ( %ce 
1811 the ..aatehliehment had^f 
abandtmwid,*and,,another 
hlu^d pn a ijaore expend ^ scale, since 
t^e first occupation, of J^is by the allies.. 
Hefished tp knopr.^sllcthcr the sum of 
79,wQ^, whi^ bad Ir 
all the proposed expttr . 
ing itself oe saw no necessity, when he 
knew it was confined to the making of 
gun barrels, of which there were 420,000 
in the tower, wiiicli had never been used. 
He, IbesideB, considered the grant of 


Ferrot was supposed to have derived from 
being sent tO this country was rather 
whimsical. He was able, to be s^re, to 
complain to the House of Commons, but 
the result would be, that he would be told 
by a majority, tltat bis liberty, or those of 
his fellow colonists, was a matter of no 
account to members of that House. 

The House divided: For the Motion, 
19; Against it, £il. 

Smali;. AnMs .3 Colonel Ihimer rose 
to move for a committee on the subject of 
the wianufacture of small arms by the 
^|fln,xq^o department. He observed, that 
befor^b04 the small arras of this depart* 
inent were manufactured in Blrtaingham 
and London. Since that time the board 
of ordnance bad established\nanufactories 
of tlmir own,. This step he should be 
able to prove had Occasioned greit addi¬ 
tional expense to the public, ,and fiad 
been, injurious to a lai^e class of nfbnufac- 
turers; and bp hoped the House would 
think these sufficient gropnds for an*in¬ 
quiry on this subject. The first establish¬ 
ment of this kind, sat on foot by the 
ordnance boari;^ yras in Adam.8treet, 
near the Towas: Vmt it was found lib be 
BO expensive and iaadd’quafoto its objects,, 
that it was abandoned. Another was 
then established at'Lawishanf,'m Kent, 

, jn the year 1803. In 1811, the commis- 
aionersiof military inquiry reported that 
this establishment had produced*an ex¬ 
panse of QC^QOCil. Since that time ft.Iarge 
./a^itional .expai^e had ^een incurred. 
These.commiasipners bad*given it as their 
4>pioson, thA it would iy)t jmswer for 
fibe^ ordnance tp manufacture arms of 
.(their .ojwn, andi recooynendSl that the 
■esteblisbment should be abandoned^ ,aot- 
..^UMtandtpg the wbidi had been 

.incurred, The board who ware unac* 

^Minted with bueioeas^b^ ' 


arms, to be equally unnecessary, as there 
were in the tower and other depdts 
through the country above 800,000 arpis ^ 
v^iich had never been used. Tjte manu?' 
facture of short cavalry carabines was not 
called for, as that species of arms had been 
condemned by persons who were well'aCf 
quainted with the subject, on account of the 
shortnesysf thebarrels and the insufficiency 
of the l^ks. A proof of their being to¬ 
tally inijaequate for the purposes intetmed, 
was soiiititiinp j|g<t seen in the tenth regi¬ 
ment of cavalry being Supplied with other 
arms rkanufactured by • Mr. Baker, of* • 
Whitechapef. That regiment found it 
impossible to discharge their duty with 
these carabines, and they were conse¬ 
quently supplied with the otficrs by means 
of the Prince Regent. He objected ako 
to the c^petency of this board ^o act, 
froq;^be|manner of proving the barrels at 
the tower, which was conducted by a 
person totally ignorant of the subject. 
From too little powde* in this proof being 
I* used (only 16 drams, whereas the act,i^ 
Charles 1st, required 22), he believed 
many accidents had happened. He was .. 
informed Iw an officer who went over (Re 
fi|ld of Waterloo with a patrole on the 
morning after theememorable battle, (bat 
it was astomshing to see the .fi^imbeE^ 
barrels which had burst, and weye 
on the field. Besides, th^re ws^ one 
straight baritel in the service; for as 
they we^ burnished only, on pne»siide, 
the friction drew them «a qufwter of an 
inch o ut af % str aight fine. Hja thought 
tFUfUiygl actiRe^ ^ brown 

on the hvc«k,.was a mdKhs off^oducing 
rust ; at alT,e«enm it Ifid the deficienc;>M. 
The cheapness owfee»rtjanu&s5ture was wr*j 
argument hm knew jvould bj,.ad- ^ 
duced m U» import V 4 bB,,hsw&rer,he was 

prdpar^ .to j^sprove.by the most saji^c- 

I itofy. qyidqpce., Thp quality must be.mfe- 
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rior to those at Birmingham, for it wasobr 
vious the anxiety of tlie boaril to proVethe 
their system would lead them 
to les^ vigma^e in ihu manufacture. The 
raw materials^ie c<jnld prove, tost more 
here than tlie ba«^cjs did when finished at 
Birnaingham. deprecated, ote all 


Alien Billt 


[1080 


HOUSE OF lords; 

Wednesdaif, June 

Alibk B 11.1..3 Lord Holland rose to 
propose bis question for the opinion of 
the Judges, on a point connected with 
the 4ben bill. He should be sorry to put 


these grounds, tJp^ impolicy and injustice : merely an abstract question to the judges, 
of government iifattemptiug to overthrow j unconnected with any business before the 


government itfattempting 
the labours of those individuals who had 
contributed so largely to the support of 
the war, and as a metismre which would 
ultimately compel the disaffected mechanic 
to serk protection in some more hospita¬ 
ble couptry. He concluded Vith moving 
fur a committee to inquire into the 
managcmi><t and expense of the small- 
arros manufactory belonging to. govesn- 
ment. 

Mr. It. Ward opposed the motion, and 
stated the various steps government bad 
taken to conciliate the manufacturers, 
who, he assured tile House, were now 
perfectly satisfied with what ''had been 
done. He argued that the sfipply of 
arms manufactured by governrojiht had 
borne no proportion wbiuevAV''ib' those 
made at Birmingham, and that henceforth 
• *thc small arm*, manufactory wouKl solely 
be applied for tlie pmqiosc of repairing 
old arms. 

Mr. Du^dfilc agreed to the establish¬ 
ment of the government manufactory, as 
a pi'oper„chcck over the manufacturers of 
BtrmiiVghum, but thought theyrwere un¬ 
doubtedly to be prefered as !}he -«bcst' 
worknfbn. . 

Mr. IV. Siniih thought his hon. friend’s 
motion might do tffurii good, as it would 
discover most accurately the advantages' 
to be expected froin this new establisR- 
....^ent; of which, however, he had no 
great opinion, considering it merely as 
adbrding an opportunitydbr granting ngw 
salaries. <1, 

Colnef Palmer in reply, consented to 
vflthdraw Ids motiqn on the assurance 
giveotby thw l\on. gentleman, of this new 
manufactory being solely a]::^ropriated t|p 'I 
the lepair of old arras. He .Wgged 1^ 
inform the Hou^, that all the reductions 
which had taken place).bad<b^«n Effected 
solely 8incg^j|j)\ j!a6tion'''was iTnnounced, 
ai^ be“con.sidertd, therefore„.i«qch good 
resulted. •He cotlid assure them, 
'-TBat tboughenow jVtK new arms were to be 
nis^, that l^ore he announced <^hi8 rao- 
tioDj .215,090 fiad'tteen agreed to be made. 

SMt^iyas then withdrawn, . 


any 

House. Doubts certainly existed ns to 
the description of persons to be affected 
by this bill; and, befbre the House pro¬ 
ceeded to concede these ’extraordinary 
powers to ministers, those doubts ought 
^ to*^be resolved. While those doubts con¬ 
tinued, the bill would be a perpetual 
subject of alarm to persons who perliaps 
did not come at all within its operation. 
What he wanted, therefore, was, to have 
the import of the word “ aliens’’ clearly 
and definitely settled, tliat they might 
know with respect to wiiom they were 
legislating. There were three distinct 
opinions with respect to the Americans 
in this view. Some were of opinion that 
air the Americans, before the treaty 
peace, acicnuwlcdgiog the independence 
of the United States in 1782 or 1783, 
were not aliens. Others thought that not 
only these ante nati, but all their 
dants were not aliens; while a third class 
were of opinion, that those ..ho adhered 
to the British interest "after the peace, 
were still British subjects; and that 
those who remained in America, an^ ad¬ 
hered to the United-‘States, were aliens*. 
Mr. Reci'es, a very able lawyer, who had 
conducted himself in his unconstitutional 
and painful odice with an urbanity which 
did him the highest credit, was of the 
first opinion, as his definition of alien was, 
“ one born out oft the king’s allegiance,’’ 
which the ante natfviei'kV aot. The case 
ot the post nati had beeitffinvolved in a 
f gr^at deal of difficulty by discussioifs rela¬ 
tive to the personal character and rights 
cf the sovereign.. It was desirable that 
this should be kept clear’of these diffi-, 
cultics; and he should frame his ques¬ 
tion so as to keep clear of those diffi- 
bultiea which occurred in Calvin’s case, 
and confine it tw the rights of Uie crown 
of England. The question was, whether 
these persons^bad forfeited'^' their birth¬ 
right; and though the sovereign might 
dispense with hii^own claims, he had no 
|.right to deprive individuals of the privi¬ 
leges to whjch tbgy were legally entitled. 
WitbTcspect to ^e third* opinion which 
So had) it joight afford *a veiy ^oovenient 
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political dUtinction : but tlie question 
was, what was the law on tlie subject? 
The Scotchmtn employed in the service 
of Holland had not thereby forfeited their 
birthright as Scotchmen, and upon that 
principle the Americans adhering to the 
United States ought not to lose their* 
birthrfght* as. British subjects. These 
might be questions of difficulty; but Jthis 
bill rendered it necessary that the doubts 
should be resolved,‘that they might not 
leave those, who perliapa^ were not within 
the provisions at the act, exposed to thg 
loss of property and of life at 4he arbi>, 
trary pleasure of ministers. There was a 
description of persons who, though gene¬ 
rally considered' as aliens, ought to be 
exempted from the operation of the»act 
—he meant aliens married to British 
subjects: as it was evident that the 
powers given by tliis bill might be em¬ 
ployed with peculiar oppression against 
that description of persons. He concluded 
by moving, that it be referred to the 
judges to state their opinion on the ques- 
whether one born in a territory dc- 
pendiiig on the crown of Englmid for¬ 
feited his birthright, and became an alien 
by the Subsequent cession of that terri- 
txrjfcrf iiw«4ipreign power, or acknowledging 
its independence. , 

Lord SidmcAith opposed the 'motio’n 
upon the ground thsft it was wl^olly unne¬ 
cessary. IHiese acts had been 23 years in 
operatiop, without having* produced any 
practical inconvenience? -There had l^een, 
no inconvenience stated as to the paat^and 
there could be no ground for apprenen- 
sion as to the future. The numbers of 
the ante nati had of course, been very* 
much reduced by time j and, for that rea¬ 
son also, the |)A-escnt iwti^ was less called 
for now than at an 3 fA)|itfer period. Be¬ 
sides, any pcrson^lig^ieved rnight appeal 
to the pr^y council, where the-law would 
be stated by the lord chiincellor, t^e mas¬ 
ter of the rolls, the two chief justices and 
chyef baron, assistdd by the law officers of 
the Crown. , 

Earl Grey said, that the question was, 
whether, where a serious doubt existed«s 
to the subject upon which they vfere legislat¬ 
ing, that doubt ought not to be resolved; 
and he Obuld norconceive an^hingmore 
paipabijr wrong than to proce^ Iq pass a 
law, while they remained uncertain against 
whom it was to operate; more especially 
when they were called upon^to grimt new 
and extraordinary ^wers, which, notwith- 
fitandlog all thM ha^ been sta^d| about 
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prerogative, could only be given by tho 
legislature. • » * ’' 

The Earl of Liverpool opposed.irffe idp- '* 
tion, because for 23 years no practical in- 
convenience bad been felfe* from these 
doubts. But he objectc^ to it, also, bc- 
cause,/rt was in fact putting an abstract 
question to the judges, question not 

well worded, even witlf a wW to the no¬ 
ble lord’s own purpose. It would be infi¬ 
nitely better to have thif question decided 
on appeal to the pifvy council, when the 
case shquld practically arise. , 

The MarquU of Ditckingham said, that 
the object of legislation was, to ci^ar or 
remove doubts, and not to nin^c them. 
•'I'hnt maxim appeared to be reversed oq 
this.occasion. Tiic alien, he contended,* * 
would be placed in u situation tlie most 
unjust. He was either to stand before the 
privy council without Hie assistance of le¬ 
gal advisers, or he was to go to the ex¬ 
pense of a process in \V*cstminstcr-halI. 

The Lor(9*Char.cdlor said, that had it 
been moveil in 1793 that n similar question 
should b^'lput to the judge?, he should ' 
have opposed'it; first, because he did not 
think it so worded as to enable the noble . 
lord to attain object; but principally 
because the judges would stand pledged 
By the answer they might give to an ab¬ 
stract question. He was persuaded, that 
if the question was put to them, they 
would reply that it was.too general*iq its 
nature to answered, co^istcntly with 
safety ,td thy administration of justice.. 

Earl Grey observed, that the noble vis¬ 
count had asserted that no American had ' 
ev^r been sent out of tile country under . 
the alien ket: but since the assertion was 
made, he had learned that an American 
bad been sent out of the country—that ^ 
American was Mr. Barr, no inconsiderable 
‘persetn, and who had been once vice-pre- 
siflent of the United'States. ■» 

Lord Holland -shortly replied, after4^ 
'which the question was put and fiegatived . 
without a division. The House tfien w0nt ' 
into g committed on the bill. 

!/ The Earl^ of Carnarvon moved in 
timcndmen^*thc purport of whicli went to 
declare thaLAejyyj^l^a'S^or the better pre¬ 
servation oOnepeace <i£ i^e 

Lor^Sidmouth oppesedljiis amendment. ^ 
He disclaimed (he im\)utdtion th&t minis¬ 
ters took ally participation ^ thep,olicy«f 
other poun^ries, af the same time they 
could not shut their eyes tS thq danger 
this country becoming the receptatae foe 
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A set of dei^ved and turbulent foreigners, 
from wtience they might fcarry dn Iheir 
• machibaUoils against their own lawful go- 
vemmeelB. He etiould elirint from his 
duty if he did iwt state, that the peace of 
Europe, with^hich the wetfare of this 
<K)antry was so closely oonnectdd* was 
abo one of thefebjects of the bOi. 

, The Duke of Sussex deprecated this 
mode of legislating for the supposed safety 
of other countries! 

Lord Holland obsdtved, that there was 
something abhorrent to the fedings* of 
Englishmen in placing in the hanas mi- 
nistesr the power of expell’ng ali^s who 
disapproved of the principles of the house 
of Bourtfon, and who sought an asyhvn. 
ah this country. Why not also give then} the 
poweref expelling Eoglishmcn who detested 
those principles F In that case he thought 
they would thin the country. How were 
our ministers to know that these refugees 
weredangerous anlcl malevolent menf They 
were to know it, forsooth, froht the French 

f overnment; and its represeomtive here. 

low, if it'should bappeir tlR( French 
Protestants were to* seek a refuge here 
from persecution, would not that govern¬ 
ment represent them as, Budhapartists; 
and were our ministers to expel them } 
>He would wish every Protestant in thib 
kingdom to lay this deeply to heart. I'he 
object of the bill was avowed. Why not 
insertdn it that it «(as to keep the Bourbons 
on ^e throne ? '< 

The amendment was negatv'ed, . * 

Eord Holland moved a clause, the ob¬ 
ject of which was, that before any alien 
was^ent out of.fhe kingdom, be should^be 
carried before the secretary of ltate,*or 
any justice, of the peace, for the purpose 
^ of enabling him to lodge an appeal against 
bis deportation. This clause, after a few 
words from lord Sidhioutb, was alv* re-* 
jecte^ Lord Holfand next proposed a 
clause exempting from the operation of 
the act such persons as had been brought 
’ into ,this‘coiintry before .the age of twelve, 
and who had not since dSpavted freta it{ 
wdiich was negatived, \litrious othel| 
amendments ewerc' successivdig proposed 
by lords Holland Mityvamawpn, but they 
wer^l«agi(»'yed; anolora Holland ob- 
sdTved, that^e bill would out of the 
^ .oommittec in t^l its deformity, and would 
* remain dpon oifr sfatute i)ooks, if not al¬ 
tered imoa the third reading* as a most 
UQCOfuibtlUioDal measure. 

• 3%buHpaim*then resumed/and'the rC; 
pmtmls adored to be received fordmdUu 


Cx.KBGy Bilu.]} The Archbishop of 
Ganterbury rose for the purpose of bring¬ 
ing in a bill, the diief objeot of which was 
to brmg into one act the various statutes 
now 'in force respecting the governmentof 
the church. Aware, of the consequences 

'resulting from any agitation of the laws 
of the church, he individually jdould have 
deojined the .task he had now undertaken, 
but* his deep sense of public duty imperi¬ 
ously (Called him to'attend to it. His 
Grace then poin^ed 'out three alterations 
he proposed in the present law. The tirst 
related tp the clergy holding farms; the 
'second, to the exemption which prebends 
and canons had who held the cure of souls 
in oddition to their prebendaries, from , 
residing on their livings. The alteration 
he meant to propose was, that they should 
only live four months in the district where 
their prebendaries or eanonries were, and 
should live the rest of the year where their 
cure was. Thisalteration he should confine 
to such persons as should hereafter accept 
the office of canons, &c. as the age of many 
of the present incumbents would mate»eilT" 
binder (hem from complying with it. The 
third alteration was, to invest a power in 
the bishop of the diocese, when hAsaw the 
duty of any parish in Ills diocesffwi^ re¬ 
gularly performed, from the infirmities or 
age of'the incumbent, frtm a numerous 
population^ and otheif causes, to nominate 
an assistant or assistants, to be paid such 
salary as the law appoints. Grace 

.confhuded by motlng “ That the bill bo 
read a first time and printed.” He would 
not ^ress a secoi^d reading this session. 

The bill was then read a first time. 


HOUSE OE CORtJVIONS. 

WeaiKiid^S June 12 . 

* TREABUEER OV^ fiktBENWICH HOS¬ 
PITAL.] Jflr. Calcrqfl rtnte t6 <Sall the at¬ 
tention of the Hquse to a question of the 
highmi constitutional importance. The^y 
were already apprized df the merits of tins 
ca8|. It had before been under .discussion, 
in consequence of. the motion made by his 
hen. friend (Mr. Wynn), To get rid of 
his hou. friend’s motion for a! new writ, a 
committee Ifbd been appointed to investi¬ 
gate the qii^mtion. On (he repoffe of that 
commit^eOhis hon. friend had ,moved. 
That the appomtment was^either; navai 
nor military.’* This motion wit met in s 
most sfnguiac,manner. The previous qo^ 
tion had been moved aid earned <inH>fli it! 
and that gave hka a& opportim^ ptibauig* 

'' ^ j . 
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irtg (the subject again under tbe considera* 
tion of the House. Since that period, ol 
jietition had baen presehted through him 
from the electors of llocliester, imploriRg 
the House again to take into consideration 
a question, in the decision of which their 
elective franchises were so much concerned.' 
The Mstoi^ of the transaction was this : 
Sir T- Thompson was a comptroller of the 
navy. In consequence of arrangements 
with his majesty’s government he gave up 
this situation, and becapne treasurer of 
Greenwich hospital. By the 6th of Anqe 
it was enacted, that if any member of that^ 
House accepted a place of profit froift the 
Crown, his election should become void. 
,What were the exceptions to this enact¬ 
ment ? The solo exception was that of 
naval or military appointments. Tho only 
question therefore was, whether the ap¬ 
pointment of treasurer of Greenwich hos¬ 
pital was a naval or military commission. 
This no man could contend. Why, then, 
had not sir T. 'i'hompson vacated his seat i 
Because the House had assumed, by its 
the gigantic and unconstitutional 
power of rc|>caling the law—not ii^ a bold 
and open manner, but by meeting the 
motion #liich had been made on the sub- 
jocub^;’^previous question. It was not 
n question of privilege, but a question of 
law, which law*ought to be striefly cod- 
sirucd. If any leaniitg were to |)e allowed 
in the construction of it, that leaning ought 
to be in favour of, the people. The true 
meaning of the law, h^ever, was stf evi-, 
dent, that he who ran might read«^He 
had understood, that the* perseverance of 
sir T. Thompson in retaining his seat was 
justified by analogy; ^nd this analogy was* 
drawn from the ofRoe* of governor of 
Greenwich h6spital^_5<Hy> denied that 
there was any anaUmjp^etween the twp 
otfices. The appvinment of governor of 
Greenwich hospital bore ftie colour of a 
commission; but would, any one say that 
the appointment to the treasurennip of 
Greenwich hospital was a step in a naval 
man’s profession? What said the qply 
precedent in tbe case ? it was tiuit of cap¬ 
tain Baker, vlho was appointed treasurer 
of Greenwich hospital in 1796, and who, 
although a naval man like sif T, Tbomp- 
aoo, vacMed his j^at in parlia^nt in con¬ 
sequence. Why should not sir T. 'J'homp- 
»>n vacate bis seat? Was because the 
good of the subject was concerned ? Ko. 
Was it because the privilege^ofthaf House 
were implicate ? Sfo. It waahecaiui|(e the 
influence the OroiAi would-be oBeoted 

f * • 
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an influence wliich it was the duty of 
the Moulc of Obramons most jealously w 
watch over and control. It was a eurioticr * 
fact, that the first commission in the army 
vacated a seat in that House, though the 
first commission in the nav” did not. The 
form^^as signed by the King, the latter 
onlyl^ the lords of the a4|a||iralty. This 
marked the jealousy df Iwmer times on 
this subject. But the appointment of sir 
T. Thompson to the "treasurership of 
Greenwich hospital'was signed by the 
King, 'fhe course which bq meant to 
take was, in the first place, to make the 
motion yhich liad been made by hiwbon.' 
friend, and if. he succeeded in that, then-' 
to* move for a new writ for Rochestef; 
Thefion. gentleman concluded accordingly- 
by moving, “ That the appointment of 
treasurer of Greenwich hospital is not a 
commission in the army or navy.” 

Mr. Bathurst contended, that the hon. 
gentleman had put an erroneous construe-' 
tion on the 6^i of Anne. It liad been the 
practice of'parliament to decide that go-> 
vernors o/ *such places as Greenwich hos-' * 
pital should not vacate their seats in that 
House in consequence of their appoint'^ 
raents, and^wliy.should the treasurer ? Aal 
to the decision of a former parliament on 
the subject, that* was not to be taken ae 
the law of parliament. The parliaroenti*^ 
had recognized the right of the person 
nominated as master or .governor tc» ^eld 
his seat in th£ House afte|[.. such appomt-^ 
ment, hecau^ the situation wis considered 
as a military one. It was known, how¬ 
ever, that the master or governor of Green¬ 
wich hospital had no milifhry duty to per-’ 
form. He* had to take care of and super- 
intenH the concerns of the hospital. The^ 
business of the treasurer was nearly of th^ ^ 
same nature, and that office was therefore’ 

‘as muph a military appointment as that of 
.governor. On this ^ouod, therefoi^, bet 
should oppose the. motion. If the hon. 
taember had confined himself merely 
the question of moving a noiW ^rit^ he * 
wonltf have giver? it a direct negative v but> 

^ he had chthen to put tbe present quef-^ 
tSon, be shc^fld meet it 5y moving thepre- 
vioua questiop ’■ 

The ori¬ 

ginal motion, «69 { Agaiiwt rTaS; Majd- 
itty,-l.-ivAnew‘ wntwas i^xx ordered fof ^ 
Rochester. , * * * 

, • » ^ 

Motion .REspaiTiNef ^ 

Mr. expressed hitTegrqt at bein^ 

(ftilig^ tO' brif^ forward a question w 
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luch magnttude and importance a;!i that 
coticenyng Lotteries, at time "when it 
• could not obtain a fair discussion. At any 
time the question was one of importance, 
ais it affected the morals of the .people, but 
at present it w^s particularly so, from the 
number of evils wliich had flowed 'from it. 
He was aAvare in introducing the subject 
that motions similar to that which be in¬ 
tended to move, had been negatived at a 
period when our finances were in a fa¬ 
vourable state, but ite was prepared to 
combat any argument to be drawn f^pm' 
that circumstance; for no consideration 
of flu^ncial advantage shoUld induce the 
sanction of a measure so pregnant with 
mischief to the morals of the people. 

.knew that there were considefable adyan- 
tages derived frqpi this measure; hut ad¬ 
mitting that they were much greater, (hey 
would not be sufficient to outweigh the 
evils by which they were produced. But 
even as a measure of nnance, lotteries 
were impolitic, and their proSt to the eK- 
chequer bore no proportion f,o the ex- 
' pense (coming from the public^ by which 
they were to be collected into It. The 
annual nett profit from the lotteries, at 
their estimated revenue, was« not more 
than 558,24-51. He vioulu then beg of the 
House to bear in mind what sum of money 
the public, were obliged to pay before this 
much was collected into the exchequer. 
He w^s certain that he estimated it very 
low, when be stated that a million of money 
was drawn froip the pockets the public. 
Suppose 60,000 tickets were voted ler the 
lottery; of these he would calculate that 
only 40,000 wcie sold to the public, at 
25/. each, and they often exceeded that 
Sum, from their being sold in eighths and 
sixteenths, yet even by this calculation a 
'* million of money would be drawn from the 
publici When such was the .casp, he' 
would ask, was it nou an absurd and short¬ 
sighted policy to raise money by means so 
injurious^ to the^ public in a pecuniary 
‘ pufnt of viqjv ?—The real fact was, that 
the loss to the public by lotteries was 
much more than what he ha^ stated. 
sides his ohjqption to - lottericu in a linad^' 
dal view, he . c^bje etfed to them 

insurances 

ttf which thejl^ave rise. be said 

that methods were (^kbn to prevent this 
abuse. iBut vl^kat were those methods ? 
^e enactment of severe laws,cwhich Mve' 
rua '-ttf even ^eatcr than thoM 

they were intended to jlreveht. By 
these lAtrs aa encouragement was given td 
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one of the worst species of human depra¬ 
vity-perjury. Informers lived upon those 
laws which were "enacted f? guard against 
illegal insurances, and still the evil hi^ not 
ceased to exist. In 1814, 160 persons 
Were committed for doing illegal insu¬ 
rances, and in L815, 155 persons were 
committed for the same offenco. Out of 
these he could cruimerate many instances 
where some persons of respectability had 
been imprisoned oh the testimony of 
wretched informers,k.who made a trade of 
such informations. The, first case was 
fhat of q very respectable excise officer, a 
‘Mr. Thomas Croxon, who on the informa¬ 
tion of a woman of infamous character, 
had Bufiered imprisonment for two 
momhs, for the alleged crime of having ' 
made illegal insurances. This man had 
enjoyed an unblemished character for 
twenty-seven years in \iiinch he had been in 
office, and so strong an opinion had the 
board of excise of his innocence, that im¬ 
mediately on tlie expiration of bis impri¬ 
sonment be was restored to bis former si¬ 
tuation, and the arrears of his salary J/ga*-. 
the daiir of his commitment paid up. 
Here was a case which would show how 
much exposed the liberty of every man 
was which might be taken aon the 
testimony of any wretched informer who 
might attempt it. It wa$.a fact that no 
less than sixteen per8(nns had been com¬ 
mitted to prison on the oatli of the same 
woman whohad,swornagainstMr. Croxon, 
and ibhe herself had been siuce sentenced 
to trapsportation for an infamous ofience. 
The next case wus that of a man named 
Davis, whokept a grocer’s shop in Carnaby 
market. This man, on the testimony of 
two informers, had Veen torn from his fa¬ 
mily, and imprison'>d two m^ontlis, and so 
great an effect 'h^d ’^le circumstance on 
ms wifp, that she dieu days after he 
had been liberated from prison. The third 
case was that of Martha King who kept a 
confectioner s shop near Holborn. Infor¬ 
mation had been sworn by an informer 
against her, for doing an illegal insuront:c 
in' tile lottery. To avoid, prosecution she 
w^t to tlie country ; and after a short 
time, wishing to return to her business, 
applied 'to Know how the information 
could be quashed, when slie was informed 
that the only- way was to pay Si. to the in¬ 
former,‘hs tn at was the usu^ foe. > The 
House would see, from these cases, whe¬ 
ther-there did not exist an evil calling 
dOudly for fedtiese, andl^tnoire than -suffi¬ 
cient k its bad effect! tq otitvreigb every 
* ■> 
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surance and little-goes that arose isut of it 
these evils were at a greaUheightowhen 
the lottery was 40 days in drawing; but 
Wiey were almost entirely reinedied now 
that only four da3's were allotted for draw¬ 
ing. As to private lotteries, they, instead 
ofbcing promoted, were entirely set,^aside 
by the competition of state lotteries. 
severe penal laws against gambling had 
not been rendered necessary in ' conse¬ 
quence of the state lottery, but would 
have been enacted thoi^h no such lottery' 
had existed. Cases of doubt, and perhaps 
hardship, rauot sometimes arise frmn th( 
very nature of the witnesses t^iat appeared 
in prosecutions of this sort; but of all the 
witnesses ^ho had hitherto been brought 
forward, not one had been indicted on ac-' 
count of his oath. As to the evils whith 
it was sifid were oecasioned to the lower 
classes, he thought that, from the price'of 
the lowest share (Sdr. for a 16th), they 
could not very generally speculate in the 
purchase; and the penal lawsw^instead of 
opposing them, were made almost entirely 
for their protection. But the papers laid 
on the table presented^ a better ptospect 
than usual of the effect of those laws; for 
though there had been more infqrmations 
in 1815 than in 1814, tljerelivtd been much 
fewer convictions, and he hoped that the 
extending instruction of the lower classes 
would, in a ^liort time, enable them to see 
and avoid any evils that they might .at 
present be supposed <o experience. 

Sir S. Jlomiik/t knowing life private, 
virtues of the cha'^iccllor of the e?.chequer,. 
was surprised at the levity with which he 
had treated this ^iibject. lie (sir Sa¬ 
muel) was of opinion that whenever that 
House voted a lottery, they voted, that 
many who were then deserving characters, 
should become unprincipled gamblers. 
'This opinion he supported by a reference 
to the Report of 1^8. He pointc^illy^ 
condemited those infamous arts, by which 
the industrious mechanic,* the faithful ser- i 
yant, and jbe labwious apprentice, were" 
lured' to spcct'ilute in the Iqttery, to their 
destruction. The right hon. gentleman 
hoped in time the pjv3gcg|9 of^education 
would put dow^i the^ii. HoW was this 
to be expected ? the in- 

atructioti'-lTJCj^^J^eivea, would learn to 
read those disgraceful puffi» *'wfhicl4 ap> 
"aeared all |)ver tte tojvn, and would thus 
be more .likely to be deluded. Hf thought 
it Iffost i^O(^Iauf to the publip that five or 
six lotteries should be drawn in every«year < 
Cotfld the right hon. gentleman h^evb 
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the spirit of gambling would exist to the 
same extent in the country, which it now 
did, if there were no sti^e lotteries? 
Would foreign lotteries or little-goes 
spread'the same snares for the unwary to 
which they were now exposed? Would 
these be advertised at the corner of every 
street? Would it be possibleoto ^ass 
through no village in the nation without 
seeing their placarifs posted to tempt the 
thoughtless, by the hope of gaining prizes 
of 20 or 30,000/. ? He believed, the great 
increase of crime which .had been rC' 
marked of late years was in' a great mea¬ 
sure caus/id by the state lotteries. At 
the commencement of the present reign, 
the convictions averaged 400 a-year. The 
'number was now swelled to 1,4'00. A 
very few years ago they did not exceed 
990. This he.belicved to proceed from the 
source he Hid named. To the lotteries 
he attributed that rapid accumulation'of 
crime, which, in a few years, had in¬ 
creased the number of convictions as live 
I to fourteen. He could not agree with the 
j chancellor of the exchequer that the ni jg.- . 
sent mode of drawing the lottery pre¬ 
vented inluring. In the last year there 
.had been 116 convictions, and 137 prose¬ 
cutions. If there was a decrcaseiiWhe^ 
number of convictions, he contChcletT'it 
! could nofr prove in this particular instance 
I a corresponding dimqiution of crime. 

I This he showed had been ablv,explained 
by the comniittqp of 1808. The crimes 
cornmi^'ted in consf^qucnce of the esta¬ 
blishment of state lotteries, would in his 
opiniou'ue cheaplyiioiight off' for 600,000/. 
per uimura. instead of doing this, we 
elicited these crimes to gain the paltry 
sum he had 'iucntj.,»tj|i£(l. We ought not 
thiis^, to expo.«e ihc^'poor to„tcmptaiion, 
and then punish th(j)in falling into the 
s’Ja^•e. ( ^ 

Mr. triil/ei/brc»ohjecte(l to lotteries, as 
tending to ‘encourage direct gambling 
more tivuss any other circumstance what- 
' ever. There could he uo excuse for a 
lottery, because it was iii itself a viciouS 
Uranssetion. It tended to the destruction 
^f domestic happiness, by templing the 
suhfcct to dqyiate from those habits of 
sober industry,, which persevered in, could 
not fail of bringing their possessor effort. 
If it were noVproposed for the first time, 
he w^ sure no man would b.c found to 
support it. He*'anxiously hoped that an 
end would be put to it. The progress of 
education ho^fOared woqjd not stop the 
«evil; faq^iiyen feared tdais might augment 
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it. He thought it was therefore fit that 
the temptation now held out, should no 
longer be ipllbred to seduce the poor 
from the path of honest industry. He 
should never forget the statenieift once 
made by the late member for Hedford of 
the cases of distress which had come to 
his icnowlcdge originating in the lottery. 
He hoped the period .was not far distant, 
when this part of our financiid system 
would be done away, and that it would 
not again be in tl^* power of a member 
of that House' to make' another statement 
like that to which he had referred. 

Mr. Lockhart described the lotteries lo 
be the source of incalculable mischief to 
the community, and put it to the right, 
hon. gentleman opposite, if his paving 
banks could be of any use, while the poor 
were thus induced to gambk away their 
savings. • * 

•Mr. Lnshington appealed to the House 
whether it was consistent to abolish the 
lottery after having voted the sum to be 
raised by it. Lotteries were not now at- 
with such pernicious eft'ects as in 
former times. His right hon. ^iend, he 
was sure, would be happy to abmish them, 
if any; other means could be pointed out 
fi^- raising the money that they yielded. 
~Mr. autterworih expressed Ijis convic¬ 
tion, that tb« system of gambling was 
most injurious amongst the lower orders. 
Of 22 young convicts, whoVerc now in 
Newgate, and whom hejiad an opportu¬ 
nity of examining, mst.less than fS had 
commenced the career of vice, by gamb¬ 
ling for trifles in the sft-eets. Thaf spirit 
of gambling, he believed, was nurtured 
by the number of lottery pu^s which wefte 
carried through tKiLtown, and which 
awakened tliose mispifcvous fecliiigs,^iat, 
probably, would ^t otherwise have Deen 
excited. ^ 

LorAtCompton opposeU tlfb. resofutions. 
He conceived that much of the mischi^ 
of lotteries would be' dpne awd^if they 
were not let ouft to contractors, but ma¬ 
naged by a government office. The 
system of puffing might be then disp^lmsed^^ 

Mr. W. Smith believed, 4iiat much of 
the immorality by which tlds country was 
disgraned, arodti from the ^stom which 
prevailed, of raising moneyi^ any means, 
good, bad, or indifferenj. Th*e lettery 
was one of those impolitic expedients. 

Mr. Barclay said, ftom vn^t had been 
stated, it clearlji appeared, mat the lot¬ 
tery depended almost entireljN>n the 
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lower classes of the people becoming the 
pufcbhsers ofi shares: than which nothing 
could lead to more deplorable "conser 
quenccs. ll was observed, that if there 
were no lottery in this country, the people 
would embark their money in foreign lot- 
teric.s. But surely the right hon. gentlc- 
mJI? would not assert, that foreign lotteries 
could create such an immense body of 
mischief, as those that were authorized in 
Great Britain. The .’notion had his cor¬ 
dial support. > 

, Mr. Lyttelton replied. He observed 
tnat he had chosen to brinj^ on the ques¬ 
tion on a substantive resolution ratj^er than 
on. tfie lottery bill, because he had no 
Jiopes of putting an end to thc*sy8tem on 
his first attempt. He thought a rescflu- 
tion, therefore, would be the bes^ method 
of bringing on a gener^ discussion on the 
subject. He said, that by far the greater 
part of lottery tickets were sold in six¬ 
teenths as appeared iif evidence before the 
con)mittee/*upon this subject, which cir¬ 
cumstance served to show that the poor 
were the principal victims »f this abomi¬ 
nable system. As- to the profits derived 
by the state from the existence of lotte¬ 
ries, he bought the assertion that the re¬ 
venue obtained 200,000/. a year from 
postage, publications, and other means 
connected with the system, r&ther formed 
an argument against, it, because it was so 
much taxation upon the public ,i^r the 
support qf immoralily. He understood 
that Mr.® esse, the se^jWary to the lot¬ 
tery commissioners, had employed persons 
as informers after those persons had been 
detected in perjury. • 

* The House divided: For the Besolur 
tioto, 21—Against it, 47. 

Lht o/' the Minority. • 

Jladocks, W. A. 
Morland, S. B. 

N ewport, sir 9oha 
Newman ,^U. 
l*arnell, II. , 
Ponsoiiby, rt. holt. G. 
Smith, W. 

Tierney, rt hon. G. 
•Wilbgrl'orce, W. 
Tellers, 

_ jgUqg^i^W.H. 


Abercrombie, hon. J. 
Jluftcrworth, J. f 
Barclay, C. 
Babiogton, T. 
fH^alcraft, John 
Fitzgerald, lord^W. 
Gomon, 11. 

Horner, Fra%cis_ 

Jones, Joll# 

Lockhart, , 
Leader, 

Moore, Pet^ 
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Groswnor desirous of ask&gthe noble 
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earl opposite, whether at this period of 
profound piMoo there wasiany intention 
to pur «iT end U» tlje office of third secre¬ 
tary, or secretary for the wartlepartinent? 
At this season of public distress, and when 
the duties of the office must be so much 
diminished tltat they might be performed 
in the offices of the other secretaries'Wth 
a Very little additional assistance, he wished 
to know whether it was not to be ex> 
pecteci, from the patriotic spirit of the 
noble earl, that be shenld renounce the 
advantages of that situation? 

Earl Bathiirst s^id, that the cdloniel, 
which «ere formerly only 15, now, 
ameunted to 32, and the correspondence 
in his offitc for any of the years 18I3| 
l&H, and 1815, was equal to the whole 
correspondence of tlie colonial office*'at 
the fordier period during which it was 
estabiislied. Me was, therefore, without 
any personal consideration, quite satisfied 
that this office was absolutely necessary 
to carry on the business of l^ie govern- 
nient. Keductions hud taken place, but 
the office itsflf, as now conducted, was 
essential. 

Lord King thought that by arranging 
• the business in a different way, ^liis office 
might be dispensed w itli. There was now, 
tor instance, an establislunent for the 
commander in chief, tliou.;h on former 
occasions the business was transacted by 
the senior general of the army witlmut 
any ssefi expense. ' . 

The Earl ait^cverpod contended, that 
the office was abSoImely essential for'qon- 
ducting the business of the colonies, and 
that file cuntiiuunt c of the office of com¬ 
mander in chief was also essential to the 
discipline of the army; it was also of great 
importance in another point of view, as it 
took the army out of the reach of poli¬ 
tical influence, the promotions being re¬ 
gulated by military principles alone, %n4 
not by^political considerations. As to of 
ficial hu'inpss being less,' he could ahswer 
.for yie trensury th&t the business of that" 
department hSd increased .five-fold s^cp 
the.year 1801. ^ ; 

Civil, List .O'n'tilfe motion 

far th(f t hird 

Bari thought |he House 

^^ught to proceed no further^ witlii the bill 

present,csei'ii»g ,thaf they had no infor¬ 
mation upon the subject to guide them, 
andTthkt^hi^ oaly way ef laying a proper* 
^ foondation for any measure mas tt ap¬ 
point a seltiVt committee with power to 
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send for persons, papers, and records, in 
order to examine into all the details of the 
Civil List. He was satisfied,.that by a se¬ 
lect committee of their lordships such an 
inquiry would be carried on with all the 
delicacy due to the subject. The inquiry, 
however, appeared to him absolutely ne¬ 
cessary—without it the bill was aotlelitsion 
upon the public, much delusion was 
there*indeed in this measure, that be could 
prove, by the accounts" bn the table, that 
the expenditure of thy civil list, had it not 
been for the exonerations,-would liave at 
thi^ moment amounted to 1,600,(X)0/., 
double the* amount of the civil list granted 
at the commencement of the present 
reign. Yet this statement was carefully 
kept out of sight by those who supported 
this fiili. His lordship deprecated the 
droits of adijdralty and of the Crown being 
, at the dispolnl of the gpwornment in the 
manner now practised. It would surely 
be much better, and it W'as due in justice 
to the public, that these resources .'iiould 
be appropriated to the public service, and 
a sum granted to the Crown by wq^gf 
compensation for them. Adverting to 
what hadmecn said on a former occasion 
with regard to the civil expendityre of 
the United States of America, he^ mgin - 
tained that the inference dr,awifrroin it 
was altogether erroneous, |,he amount of 
the civil list here being,tlouble that of the 
civil expendRure of the United States. It 
was a duty inciqnbent on tiieir lordships 
jealously to watch tlsis expenditure,* parti¬ 
cularly at this period of public distress, in 
order^tliat no burthen might fall on the 
public that was not absolutely necessary. 
Tw all that was essential to the proper 
splendour an3 dig»iji^ of the Crown, he 
was\disposed cheekily to agree, hut it 
was their bounden dmy t» prevent all lavisli 
«i<I,wasteful expeiiditiirq^. To the crea¬ 
tion of’the new office of auditor* by this 
Bill he decidedly objected, as altogether 
unnecessHry. If sudli an office was thought 
requisite, surely i*t might .be executeil by 
one of the junior lords of the ti-ensury, 
witlufht burthening the country with any 
khddjtional expense. He had now to ad¬ 
vert to what, he considered two .Nciious 
charges against the noble earl at the head 
of the treasury. The firsii reiatei^to the 
expenditure dilating to foreign embassies, 
and particularly regarding a^ right hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Canning) recently ap¬ 
pointed to the board of control. This 
office had ri^dined so jpng vacant, - that 
I'be begt^' to hope it*tvoul4 be abolished* 
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It appeared that the n’gjjt hon. gentleman j Lord tiolhnd was fully of opinion that 
iUluded to, had been at length appointed ] his /loble friei^djiad thd justest grounds 
to it. How this right hon. gentleman, for tlie motion be had submitted totlieir 
who at a for,Sier period had declared the lord.'.liips. Tie subject was indeed worthy * 
noble lord at the head of the treasury to of the most serious attention, especially 
be incompetent to the duties of his office; considering the declaration ministers had 
who had declared incapable the secretary given in the speech from the throne, that 
of syue ioi thtt foreign department; and ecoi>f>my should be attended to. With 
by whom the noble viscount at the head ' respect to the office third secretary of 
of the home department had not .only ' state, he decidedly thought that it was ait 
been declared incvijuiiotent, but had been | office which should be suppressed, and be 
(if he might use such an expression) j founded his opinion on what had been 
terribly quizzed.—How these politicians j staled by Mr. Burne. Besides, the duties 
could now ail'act harmoniously together, | o#thatM>ffice had in 1796 beea discharged 
he was at a loss to undersluiiQ. It was by ihe presidfjnt of the'board of control, 
true, however, that the right hon. gen- which Jattcr office was now to be flWed by 
tlemaii w'ho now consented to dovetail a late ambassador from Lisbon, He did 
the administration might not wish to join dot mean to say that this office was a mere 
the opposition, who had nothing to»givc, sinecure, but certainly the rcconciliatiod 
and lliis might opeiate upon |iim as it had recently effected betwewi two frietids had 
operated upon oUiers, wha*^ad quitted been at the expense of the public. With 
the frr'zen i egions* of opposition, to bask respect to the new 'office, he certainly 
in the sun-hine of royal favour. The agreed in the general jpinion, that it was 
charge that he had to make arose out of the best ihijjg a man could do to have his 
the appointment of this right hon. gen- accounts audited at once, and thus to pre- 
tlpman to th» embassy to the court of veut perpetual jarrings. This appoint- 
Porfugal with an enormous salary, and meot, no doubt, was during pleasure; 
which the right hon. gentlcmln, in a yet he certainly concurred in the general 
speec^ to his constituents at Liverpool idea of some check being necessary. On . 
stat ed, was not sought by him, but thrust this gcouTid j*e could not object to the 
ujpihn' liflSi ; *and he further stated, that , principle of the appointment, llespecting 
since last A[jj il he had only wpited J;he the different comparisons made with the 
appointment of 1i successor, but that no civil lists of America and FrUnce, be did 
successor fi>r a considerable lame arrived, not vfish to go to either extreme. He 
He (lord li.) charged therefore the noble would, however, rcfer.to America.* Now, 
earl will) a waste uLthe public iponey, the wholejpxpense of t*k^American civil 
in making and contmiiing such an ap- list, taking the calculatioft at four dollars 
poiiitiueiit, tliough he .must hav# known I in tlje pound, did not amount to much 
that there was no probability of the return ! above '400,000^. The diplomatic part of 
of the court of Portugal to Lisbon, yis the government of America amounted 
other charge was, the noble earlAad j onjy to 41,001)/. whereas the embassy of. 
diverted 70,000/. ot '^ie public monm to lord Castlercagh alone cost 43,000/. lire 
the private use ,of flre Prince Rdgent. j individual expense of the chief magics 
It appeared bv a paper on the tabl^l^hN: ‘ trate of America amounted only to 7,000/. 
70,0004 out of the drsits rf)f tteOown I annually, whereas* the expenses of our 
had been devoted to the pfivafe use sf | royal family cost 730,000/. a ^eaK No- 
the Prince Regent to pay for^fprniture , thing^was further from his wish tlian to 
and other articles at the Pavillion at "abridge the proper aplcndoyr of the, 
CrightOD. How the noble’carl would an- Crown in thi^country; bift the colbpa- 
swer these charges he was at a lossUo an-J risiTn he had made showed that there was 
ticipate. His lordship with a view ta,] much trutlkin tl^e obs ervation of Mifton, 
move for a committee of inquiry, mfived ' that the i^aljfprng^^ a tbonarchy were 
to leave out the word “.now,” for the j sufficienti/tfejtjft^jSbi^lic. 
third jading *f the bill, and insert “ this 1 The Earl of Liverpoo^j^a^^9il to,ob- 
day fortnight." serv^ tlftit whoever differences of opi- 

The Earl of Harr&i^by saw no gjounds nion might exist,vjiot one ob^ction had^ 
whatever to oppose the*appointment of been offered.to the general principle of 
Ihe auditor, and urged af some length the ‘the bill. With respect J:o jhe.appdint- 
.disadvantageous state o<N^e civil list men^of a right non. frknd of his to the * 
prior to the prised arran^miil^. • embassy ht LisboD, he oegged to asSure 

# • • I 
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thciv lordships, that at the pcrioA of that 
appointment the most rati^al hopes were 
entertained of the Prince Regent of Por¬ 
to his kingdom, and a 


•tugal* returning 
vessel had actually been ordered by his 
royal highness fur that purpose. Besides, 
the appointment of this ambassador was 
expected to be beneficial to botit (^un- 
tries, and it had sqlely been undertaken 
with that view. With respect to the 
droits, his lordship^argued that it was ab¬ 
solutely requisite to gr^nt the Crown the 
uncontrolled authority of disposing of 
these. With respect to the office»of au¬ 
ditor, it was clear lhat suclv.an office was, 
absolutely called for. No man • could 
doubt the^ecessity of accounts being pro¬ 
perly audited. The object of this nevfr 
Appointment was, to inform the treasAry 
of the dxact amount of the expenditure, 
and by a rigid examination into the dif¬ 
ferent parts of that' expenditure, to be¬ 
come a check on extravagance. His lord- 
ship then entered at some lupgth into a 
comparison of the civil list of this coun¬ 
try with thatjpf Prance prior to the revo¬ 
lution ; and with the civil list of America, 
which he argued bore no comparison to 
ours. This country was a mtinarchical 
one, and it was ati e,sscntkil feature of 
monarchy to preserve its splendour. He 
firmly believed that the public offices in 
the country*were generally rather under 
than over paid ; and that, if ail sinecures 
were« Abolished to*morrow, ,t1ic result 
would be, tliat;,./lli;c expenses 4f govern-* 
ment ivouid be gteatly incrcaseit.' ■, 
After a short reply from carl Gros- 
venor, the motion, was negatived; after 
which the bill was read a third titue and 
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COMKITTALS FOK toNTEMPT.] Mr. 
Jieunet prefaced his motidn on the sii^ject 
-pf persons jmprisoAcd for Contempts orl" 
CouA, by staling that ther^ w*ere five or 
six and thirty persons so imprisoned, v7ho 
had been in gaol for Yarioni s periods, some 
for 80 long a tirtie a^6 ye^n,.^ One, a 
per8on«t,v the h^risoned 

for "IB yrtKiFfoi^ contempt of the court 
jM cnancery, had,for the ljistt,#o*or Uiree 
•■^pars beei\ insane. ISis allowance was 
exceedingly limited, and he was,confined 
in a%rery tm^l, nege^sariiy unhealthy 
^ apartment. Anq^her, of the«name of 

IVilKomSi had been confined above 26 

« 


years. His memory had been so much 
injured by his long imprisonment, that be 
scarcely recollected the circumstances of 
his own case. He was obliged to support 
himseif on an allowance of Ss. iid. a week! 
There was another case of an assignee of 
i/i bankrupt, who, without any fault of his, 
had been sent by the lord Chaiiccl^r to 
the insolvent court, by which he was again 
referred to chancery, and thus bandied 
about, he had neglected, in consequence 
of the misinformation of his solicitor, to 
put in an answer to n'bill filed against him, 
for which contempt he had' now been im¬ 
prisoned between two and three years. 
Many other cases existed of extreme 
hardship, and in order to put the House in 
possession of them, he moved, “ That 
there*be laid before this House, a return 
of all persons confined in the prison of 
the Fleet, or elsewhere, under processes 
issuing out of the court of chancery<'or 
exchequer, for contempts, with copies of 
the commitments, and specifying the 
names of the solicitors employed by the 
plaintiffs and defendants in<t)ie reanc^ve 
causes, and the nature of the con¬ 
tempt." t| 

Mr. il/. J. Taylor confirmed the,state¬ 
ments of the hun. gentleman, a nd sta te<^ 
that the lord chancellor ws\^ v^Ty swci- 
tons to^rant the persons sq,confined, re¬ 
lief, but could not, without a compliance 
on their par^ with the necessary and legal 
forms, it was Ijis learned friends inten¬ 
tion tok-institute an Janmediate and* strict 
ifiquiry into all the circumstances of the 
dinereaif cases, anc^ if possible to find out 
some remedy for the evil. These unfor¬ 
tunate persons had frequently sufi'ered, in 
coubcquence/br thd filiatiieful neglect of 
theiLsoiicitors ; butut was duQ.to his noble 
and Ibarned friend to sajs, that there was 
iutti^it.ig in his power whj^h he was not 
anxiouKl^ desirous-to do in their bfhalf. 

* The motion was agreed to. 

* a 

Petition .acJainst .Mh. Justice 
Feetcher.] Mr. Daly presented a Peti- 
binn, complaining of the conduct of Mr. 
Justice Fletcher. To him it appeared 
the petitioner, hud just cause for com¬ 
plaint, an4 ite Uiought it desirable, that in 
such cases that House should mal^ per¬ 
sons who w^. in authority feel that a 
power.existed abovjt! theirs, w^ich would 
not brook oppression or injustice in the 
]r functions. The petition 
*It set for^ that the peti- 
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of Uallinasloe, in the county of Galway, 
had last year committed a man, and also 
n woman witl^ whom bc^lived in criminal 
intercourse, charged wifb a cruel morder, 
which hud been committed a shoull: time 
before. 'Hmy weri* committed for trial 
with the approbatioji of Mr. .lustice Day* 
and «n t\te course of the summer disco¬ 
veries of grtnit importai\cc had been made, 
all tending to inculpate the parties. "The 
petitioner complained of the manner in 
which he had been treated on the trial by 
Mr. Justice Fletcher, who had taken oc¬ 
casion to say, “ be never knrw^ny good 
to come of such committals.” The pri¬ 
soners were however convicted on the 
clearest evideneb, and executed on the fol¬ 
lowing Wednesday. The petitioner,ven¬ 
tured to assure the House, that hut for 
bis exertions it was not likely these crimi¬ 
nals would have boen brought to justice. 

'file petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Case of the Rev. J. Hamilton.] 
•tlT rising to submit to the 
House a inotiim concerning thn magis¬ 
tracy of Ircliiiid, took occasion lowbservo, 
that tlwre were persons in tbatjc^iintry 
''jgry doi'irous of recommending themselves 
by their proceedings againm those 

whom they cuvsidered disturber? of the 
public peace. At present he intended to 
confine iiinvclf to the case of Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton, curate of lloscrca, wl*o bad been ap- 
pointed'one of tlic nnt^istrates of 'Iffppe-, 
rary, though be did not possess one acre 
of property in the coiftity. The *lion. 
gentleman then entered into a long state¬ 
ment. 'I’he purport of. it was, that Mf. 
Hamilton, informed of the existence iof 
treasonable ausociatiqns, and of a ^on^i- 
racy against his lifis, had sent a pen 
inquire into the ii»uth of it, and act, 
his report, had stuffed anfl placcd^n his_ 
drawing-room a figure to represent him-' 
self, which had been fire(l at, t^i# {>istoIs 
having been furr/ished by the person in 
Mr. Hamilton’s confidence. In co|ise- 
quence of this outrage, fourteen persons 
bad -been dragged out of their beds •at 
xnidniglit, carried a distance of forty miles, 
and thrown into gaol, whei^ they must 
have rctmined three months before they 
could be brought to trial^tra^ot a special 
commission been issuedlot^ the occasion. 
These fourteen persons, when brought to 
trial, had been acquitted. * —one 

of the most re8pe«tal)le he nawSiajer seen 
impanoelled iatlw^aTt of the empW, were 
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quite satisfied that t’le prisoners were in- 
nocc'nt.* The* prosecutors then, b^’me 
the accused, jjut the bill was thrown out ’ 
by the grand jury, or, in the opinion of 
many they would have been cast on being 
bronglit to trial. He concluded by mov¬ 
ing, ‘‘ That there should be laid beiure 
the House, copies of the correspondence 
between the ItislTgo^rnmcnt and the rev- 
.T. Hamilton, curate of Roscren, and ma¬ 
gistrate for the county cJf Tipperary.” 

Mr. Peel oliservrtl, that he had no in- 
teyist ip misstating any thing,conccriiiiig 
this matter. There wa» much disorder in 
'4'ippergry in November, and 40 tUagis-. 
Irntcs applied to government to put six 
.bgronics under tlie act. 'i'hcre tlicn w^s 
conjmittcd the atrocious murder of Mr<‘ 
Raker, a magistrate generally • much 
cstqctncd, but obnoxious to some for hia 
activity in trying to restore tranquillity- 
Shortly afterward a conspiracy, as it was 
understood, was formifl. against Mr. Ila-, 
milton. (iijfvcrnrucnt did not give full 
credit to the information they had re¬ 
ceived fr.om one man. Mr. Hhmilton had 
procured assi.stance,'and placed a figure 
in a room of his house dressed up like 
himself. The {;onspiratnrs came, and fired 
a shot at it, upon \i^icli Mr. H.’s party 
Seized fourteen Of them, who were sent to 
legal trial. One of the party confessed bis 
guilt ^untarily; but they all escaped. 
Govor'nment disapproved of Mr. Il.b pro- 
coeding, nni'had alwaywiJlgitlcd any mea¬ 
sure to IcadJpe^cuJiito thq comniissiop of 
crimes. A w'unes.s on the trial guilty of 
prevarication was indicted, but the grand 
jiiyr ignored the bill. Ift (Mr. P.) had 
communicated with the lord chancellor of 
Ireltfnd on Mr. Ilarailtou’s case, bin his 
lordship said he did not wish to act in the , 
case without oflicinl information. The ap¬ 
prehension of assassination, it appeared, 
was strong on the raiiM of Mr. HairiJton, 
who w^ in indifferent health, and had felt 
much “marmed. In all other rejects he 
appeared to hav| been an active and ufe- 
^Ihnsagistrate: whj^ excited dislike to 
him among tl^ lo wer or ders. He should 
‘tertainly ob^wSf'TRc*prodsctioii of the 
corresDondeBca:t y afl| ( pSkdd not coKocive 
any precedent moremtaf^^hcMi^eace of 
Ireland thasOo^encourage titquiries of tins 
nature trithout a {jfoper fo^^ndation. , 
Mr. Brougham obs&rved, that what had 
passed durihg tlie last Iiour^muet 1^ suffi¬ 
cient to convince ev%ry mq^er*of the ne¬ 
cessity of probing the quesfion ko tbebos- 
fom. He thought that when such state- 
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wents as had been nia(!e relative to Ihe 
condjljctiOf one of the judges, were suf- 
^fered to go uncontraclictcf(^ and such a 
charge the present made against a ma- 

£ *strate, which even the statement of the 
Bt speaker did not refute; when these 
were considered, they would show^ that 
all was not right in the mode of adniinis- 
tering justice in the Viste.-'isU-nd. He could 
not approve of the conduct of the lord 
chancellor Manners, who had required so 
much informati'ij on*-the subject before 
he decided, He would wisli to knqw, 
whether the clianoellor exercise<l the same 
prudence in every complaint of a nuigis* 
trate which came before liim ? He would 
be glad to know, whether in every com-, 
plaint against a magistrate which jvas 
substartiated, it.wa.s the practice of the 
chancellor not to decide until an inquiry 
had been made into the general conduct 
of such magistrate ! 

Mr. Manners Sld/on defended the con- 
*duct of the lord chancellor of'Ireland. In 
liaving sought for every information before 
' he decided** on this subject, hcjdid that 
which was Iiis duty. 

Mr. I’onsonhy, alluding to the petition 
against Mr. Justice Fletjherj observed 
that he had in his possession a letter from 
that Judge which woiild‘ fully repo) the 
charge contained in that petition, but he 
did not wish to read it as he diil nof choose 
to preivcnt the petition of any individual 
from being read, „ 

Mr. y. Fitz^^rald J'd •'ptjregret th'at 
the present motion was br^'ight forward, 
at the same time he did ncjc feel himself 
called upon to sdpport it. 

Mr. rrcttic, in reply, observed tliat 
after what had passed he should not ^ress 
his motion.—The motion was then with* 

‘ drawn. 

f 

C4SE OP Mr. IO’Haulan.] Mr. 
Brougham rose to present a petition from 
a Mr. 0*‘Han]anK,a most KSpectnmt; map 
wba had'practised at the Irish bar, but 
who retireid from his profession, and«wen( 
to reside at Newry, in 179(y. Of the ex¬ 
cellency of he’s chilfacwuA^sgq could hff 
no (j^>')t, from a which he held 

in hisii^gd, jigVied oy \i:iO oiT tlic most 
rd^ectable inhabitants in smd qear Newr)’. 
Mr. 0’Hanlan‘state(V, ifi his petitiftn that 
' Be had bhen appointed a magistrate, from 
wjjjtch office he had been removed without 
any joSt 6au&. Thaft in a short time 
afiter he a letter from the lord 

chancellor, acknowledging that he hatf 
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been unjustly put out of the commission 
of the peace, and reinstating him'. That 
he continued frdm that time to hold the 
comujission of th^ peace until the present 
year,'yhen he was'again deprived of it. 
Tlie petition also stUe'd, that his being 
‘favourable to the cijims of the Roman 
Catholics was the only reasoiV assigned 
for his dismissal from the mogistraev, and 
it added, tliat in a conversation which he 
Iiad with the attorney-general of Ireland, 
he (the attorney-general) stated, that any 
one who supported the Catholic claims, 
whether with or without a veto, were en- 
'de.ivouring to subvert the constitution, 
and to introduce French jacobinism. 
The petitioner also described the at- 
tongy-geiiernl as having given his opinion 
strongly in favour of the Orange system. 
This was also, as the petition stated, the 
opinion of lord chancvltor Manners, who 
had declared, that Orange societies Were 
perfectly legal, mid that a magistrate 
being an Orangeman, might with propriety 
sit on the bench to judge persons ac¬ 
cused of being Orangemitil; •.‘ivnli^erc 
the facts stated by Mr. O’Hanlan. If 
they wi e true, it was clear that the at- 
attornj'V general, and lord chancellor of 
Irclan,!?,) held opinions, which, d’ 
counte.';'nced by the gover'-wnt, would 
Idtirl 'ttt llie worst consequences. Mr. 
O'Hanlan stated, thart he was put out of 
the conimr$sion of the peace, rot for being 
of any party, ibut because he wished to 
be (fi no party. •‘•'Mr. Brougham com¬ 
mented on the right which the chancellor 
Iiad*to expungc*^ the name of any ma¬ 
gistrate from the commission, which right, 
Lc contentied, should only be exercised 
u^ere just ground existed. He then 
moec^ that the petition be ivad. 

Peel adverted tto the extraordinary 
V^i^^^flistance of his beift^ twice called on 
in tn»”cur%e of the same evening to an¬ 
swer to charges against the lord chancellor 
of Ireland: in ^he one case for not strik¬ 
ing a mitg'sifrzate out of the commission, 
and in the other fur an opposite line of 
con'^uct. He would shortly state the 
farts of the present case, and then leave 
the House ‘to judge whether my lord 
chanceHor Manners had acted with pro¬ 
priety or upt. The petKioiier Iwd lately 
been a mafe'st^te of the counties of 
ArmagB and DAvn. In consequence of 
a representation to the lord chancellor, 
some tittie^'lSO^, he was removed from 
the am^iJrasron. Thar lord chancellor, 
howei^^ having afterwards investigated 

• • -s. 



1105} Cme «f Mr. O'Hanhti. Jitkis IS,-1816. flI06 

the case more fully, admitted that in re* vious to* such removal, an inquiry o^ght to 
moving Mr. O’Hanlan, he had acted un- ha^e taken p]^ce into the conduct of- Mr. 
justly, and h| in consequence re-instated O’Hanlari. But he would here'apfieal to 
him. He would aek h'this fact was not a right hon* gentleman (Mr. Ponsonby) 
alone a sufficient i^of that the^person who formerly filled the same office, whe- 
who acted in this inanly way, cimld not iher in proceeding to reform the magis- 
be swayed by raotjves of political partia- tracy of two counties he adopted such a 
lity« 'l<he manner in which the lord lino of conduct i 

chancellor acted was h^st explained in a General said, he was per- 

letter from him to the marquis of Down- sonally acqminCed with fourteen out of 
shire, in answer to that which be had re* the sixteen magistrates who had signed 
ceived from the marquis, accompanying the memorial, au^knew all of them to be 
Mr. O'Hanlan’a memorial. It was there men of rcpuytjtbic characters. They had 
stated, that a complaint had been j^re- mten been called iipoq when* that part of 
ferred by the chairman of the county of i the country Was in a disturbed s|ate, to 
Down against Mr. OTlanlan a short time put tlTcmsclves at the head of the military; 
before, and that in the opinion of the as- and he never knew an instance*when Mr. 
sistant barrister of the county of Down, t)’Hanlan had made his appearance *oja 
his conduct was such that he ought then subh an occasion. lie had hcaid a cha- 
to have been removed from th^ niagis- racter of that gcntlenfan, which he did 
tracy. Instead oQremoving liim, however, nSt think fit to state (o the House, 
he* had merely cautioned him not to fol- Sir H. Parnell said, that Armagh and 
low a line of conduct, which made it im- Down were divided between Orangemen 

E ossiblc for any gentleman to act with on one siilie, and Catholics on the other. 

im in the magistracy. In February last While such an animosity subsisted, it was 
a Tjiritlinri'' transmitted to the lord not surprising that a bench of magistrates, 
chancellor by the bench of magistrates of entertJining partic;jlar political opinions, 
tlie county of Down against Mi. O'Han* should express tlieniselves unfavourably 
Ian. Ji charge had been exhibits against against ap individual magistrate entertain- ' 
H^oldier for having assaulted a Jewtleman ingdiiferent ]folrlicaI sentiments. Against 
in the nelg^j^urhood of Newru^nd out these IG magistrates, the House had the 
of a bench of^twclve magistrat^And 4he opinion of 24-3 most respectable persons 
assistant barrister,, eleven with the assis- in N^ry, approving Mr. OTlanlan’a 
tant barrister voted for the tfbnviction of concoct. , 

the soldier, Mr. O'Hanlqp alone differing Jones thougltt the conversation 

from all his brother •(pagistrates, against escribed So t he aty ffl^^cneral and lord 
whom he delivered a most intemperate ch!\ptello# c^uTd only be the creation of a 
speech from the bench^ After tlii# they perverted imagination. He had always 
presented a memorial praying for his re- understood Amt lord Manners had so con- 
moval. It was signed by s ixte en magm- ducted himself, as to win the hearts of 
trates; and at the head of t1iSf^was7he all<partic5 in Ireland, 
assistant barsistcr Mr, Dawson, ^ifi'^ent Mr. Horner said, whatever opinion 
gentleman from tW one who join<^i|| tive might be entertained respecting the prts. 
former coroplq^t. It stated tl iM^Ii* ? bability or improbability of the griev- 
O'Hanlin was in the hftbit*«iC^n^g 9 n^e complained o| in the petition, that 
his brother magistrates with la^uage of was no reason for rejecting a petition 
a most unbecoming dc8criptioB-*-4hat at conceded in decent and respectful It^n- 
every trial for rioting h^sbad^pstantly ^uftge. This would be* giving « ppwgr to* 
sCcted as the warm advocate oT^one party, iQajpfities of Hie House over petitions al¬ 
and the opponent of the other; an^that together u^onstitutional. He had ,noc 
he had frequently delivered such septi-*i i heard the his hon. and learned 

ments as were calculated to excite the friend, bu^^e would not 

lower orders to turbulence and disrespect state it h(S?%ip6rei^hat a ina ^fTStrate 
to the laws. He held in his Iij^nds a letter ought not ^o be dismiss^ wTCImut sstch 
from the lord chancellouilgting, that he an inquiry iifto his con.duct as took place 
did not proceed to remise Mr. O’Hlalan, in a court of justi^. posrer vested 
till he had had die o^ion of baron in the load chancellor to appoint or re- 
M'Lelkn in favour * ofVha^, sneasure. \nove magistrates^ was, like (Ahe^pon^rs, 
Jbesewere the grounds db%t^i he had to b» ex^rtdsed on r^onsibility: but * 
acted. It had.beea assertedTTIItt^pre- such an exeidUe was oiffcit^nt from a 
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legal inquiry. The persons most inte¬ 
rested in jtlie character of the nobfe hnd 
learned persons, ought to vote for the pe¬ 
tition lying on the table. Tfie right hon. 
gentleman’s statement fell short of what 
was expected from him, w'ith regard to 
the cause of the dismissal. lie should 
like to see a more satisfactory explanation 
of the causes of Mr.*C removal, 

showing that he was not dismissed en¬ 
tirely on account *of his political senti- 
ftients. If he was dismi^ssed on account 
of his outrageous conduct :n>!i the bencl)„ 
he thought this psoceeding againk him 
was nol^ strong enough. H6 should like * 
to know if any of the 16 magistrate's who 
signed the*memorial, entertained the sann^ 
{wiitical sentiments with Mr. O’Hanlan^ 

Sir J^, New^rt^ said, that the present 
ease seemed to him to be an additional 
fact in support of Ivs opinion, that while 
Orange societies were countenanced in Ire¬ 
land, that country cbuld never be at peace. 
Any magistrate who did not tipprovc of 
them, became obnoxious to his brother 
magistrates. 'It should be tlie unremitting 
endeavour of the Irish-government to put 
down ail distinctions of parties tvhich kept 
open the wounds which had blediso ranch. 

Sir J. Stetoart said, he bail heard more 
of the division of Ireland-in that House 
than any where else, and observed that 
outrages had been committed the 
neighbojirhood alluded to, not conn^led 
with parly disputes. ‘ •, '-v 

Mr. Pons>nbi/^\i^ ti/^h«,ih(Lightsome‘ 
ofthd allegations in the petitiVin were wry 
improbable. Certain?}'^ tlie petitioner had 
a right to come to\Iie House with a state¬ 
ment of his case. Ilut he could say, thal 
while he had the honour of holding the 
great seal of Ireland, he had never thought 
liimsclf bound to state the specific reason 
for removing a magistrate There v^cre 
many ^ases in which Mb had found himself 
bound to remove magistrates, in which, i 
if he had «becn as^ed to state h«s reb&oit^ 
•he vnould IftivQ refused. „ \ 

Mr. lirougfiam replied, dnd contended, | 
that no one had ventured toysay that he^ 
disbelieved the^asscrtlbns oec^ned in the j 

r titiom, The ouloAflapari uebtl against 

was ridii-jjlp.^ • * 

f he petition* was ordered to Jie on the j 
table. » ^ ^ • ' 

• * •. * 

4.*HQUJE.0F epMMO^S. 

Fride.y, June 14. « • 

LfBERlV OF THE PfllSS.^ Mr. ^ 


National Moimments* [llOfl^ 

Brougham said, that in conseqticnce of the 
advanced period of the session, he did not 
think it proper tolprge forwip-d a measure 
which \vent to occ^ion so fundamental a 
changi^n the law oiK^the land, as the bill 
for' the better securi^ of the Liberty of 
the Press. This grea$ advantage would 
attend its lying over, namely, thtfi: tht. at¬ 
tention of members might be- turned to¬ 
wards the subject at leisure. Even within’ 
the last fortnight great prejudices had 
been removed from the minds, of many 
hon. members, in consequence of their 
having invj^stigated the merits of the mea- 
stirc. Convinced, as he was, that the 
more it was considered the more beneficial 
,would appear the results to bo expected 
from and pledging himself to In-ing the 
subject again under the consideration of 
the Ilobsc early in the next session, he 
would now move that Ahc bill be read a 
second time on that day three month^^ 
Ordered. 

National Monuments.] Mr. Tier¬ 
ney, alluding to an advcrttsi....t:«^t Hiiiich 
he had seen, for plans of the columns in¬ 
tended IN ■ be erected in commemoration 
of the b*i '.les of Waterloo and Trafelgar, 
wished m know what were the iatentiQQg, 
of his ift'^esty’s ministers wiv'^^fegard to 
the'erc£don of these columrs ? He had 
heard that it was inkeiutcd to expend 
150,000/. oft each. He hojwtt it was 
not the case; buii, at all events, he would 
suggest that nothivfg fartlicr should he 
clone lyitil next se»sion. Indeed, the 
feolinl- of the ccAtnlry, in its present 
distressed state, was very general against 
tlfti crectioq,pf columns at so great an ex- 
pewo. [louse should recollect that 

the BOCrfDtK)/. was only the e-timate; but, 
in wfcfty probability, tlfe expense would 
9hJ^4i,to half a miUionwbcfure the co- 
lumns*Nfc^rr.'flni8[fed. The circumstances 
of the cotShtry were not such as to bear 
this addilnjjnai expenditure; and it was the 
less necesi it only went to comme;- 
morale victories which must ever live in 
thf. recollection of British subjects. He 
Hook that opportunity of giving notice, 
that he should take the sense of the House 
on the rtjbjoet; in the mean time, 
hoped that g/ithing would be don»by mi- 
nkter.s with to them. 

The Chance^lr^ of the Esccheqaer ob¬ 
served, that it -^s not the intention of mi¬ 
nisters to t^c iny step towards the im- 
mediatejpdltion of these columns beibve 
tbe aemKnhtt, Tife right boa. m^ber 
•X 
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muft have observed that the advertisement siderabfe expense. What was to be the 
referred only to plans of these columns, salary^of tlie^eputy? 
which it was necessary to have from dit The Chanceuor of the F.xchajuv said, 
ferent artists, in orden'co have tliem con- as the deputy was not intended to be h 
sidered as to their rdesign and ^pensc. parliamentary officer, it was proposed to 
These plans would/oe under<tha«onside- give him 1,000/^. a-year. 
ration of the tretJpury some time before Sir J. Newport conceived, that giving 
tlicy ap]M*oved od(^, and when they did ap- the 3,500/. a-yemr to an officer who was 
prove, it would bo of that plan, which, purely mink*.«ij^;.jKjio had no discretion 
being the best, was the least cxpcnsiv'c. It and no povvS^u^d giving 1,000/. a-year in 
would then be submitted for the couside- addition to a deputy ty execute that duty, 
ration of the House next session ; but, was one of the t^st shameless jobs that 
until then, the right hdn. gentleman might had ever come w^ore parliament. If the 
rest assured ho step would be taken to Mouse shoulffsanction suchc proposition, 
erect the columns. What had*been done they would proclaim fo the country that 
was merely to save time. everj* declaration of the ncccssi/Jr of re- 

Mr. Tierncp expressed his satisfaction trcnchment made by them, wjis only in- 
at what he had beard. He had been in- 'tended for purposes of delusion, 
diiced to ask the question from havibg un- ‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer could 
derstood that it was intended to expend not sec that shameless disregard of eco- 
3(X},000/. on the (wo columns. ntmy in this measure, which had been 

•Mr. C. Long observed, that if the right charged against ministers. The right hon. 
hon. gentleman found fault with the baronet bad now seamed to admit that a 
intended erection of these monuments, vice-cliane,*:llor in Ireland was a necessary 
be should condemn the votes of the House, officer; the question tiicrefore now reduced 
an^kljy 2 t.,^MMijesty's ministers, who only itself to a comparatively subQrdinate point, 
wished to carry those votes into effect. If the amount of salary to be given to that 
a sura was mentioned as the suuriosed ex- officer. There was no analogy betweea 
pcnsoi it was because it was impassible to the cas» of Scotland and Ireland. In . 
^get a plan or design of the intcu^d co- Scotland all orderEi, emanated directly from 
Tumns ULdl^ some idea was gijj^ of the, government; Jsut as a separate executive 
expense. • . was to be continued in Ireland, there was 

, . no podibility of carrying it dn, except by 

PuBUiQ Revenues CojrsoLiDATroN theJorderiiig of payments through the 
Biel.] The House having goue into a mduium oC the vice-treasurer. As to the 
committee on Ibis bilj^ • / Salary of flie vfoe-^ ^s&tWftyer, he would con- 

Sir John Newport asked the chancellSr tei(d thai#tl<ff*?llm proposed was not more 
.of the exchequer, if ndnisters persisted in than sufficiitt. A gentleman of high rank 
their intention of creating, in addition to and estimauon in the country could alone 
the place of Irish vicc-treas u^er , that o£ a adequately fill such a situation. The of- 
deputy vice-treasurer. f ' fioes which it more immediately resembled 

'J'he Chcvicellor of the ExaujeueJ an- were those of paymaster of the fbrees and 
swered in the affirmative. 4L i treasurer of the navj'. While the ’vm§- 
Sir J. Newpgjrt said, that this wji 1^*- treasurer of Ireland, 30 years ago, received 
ing a iinecure of 3,500/. /rdha 10 to 11,000/| a year, surely it could 

only duty of the vice-treasi3r was to not be thought that a vice-treasur*jr in thp 
countersign the wavratiits of tls^lord lieu- preselR "yipics would be overpaid with 
tenant to see that they %«pj»act!y con* rS,fi(^0/^year. He vtas reacfjy to admit; 
Ibrmable to the authority onparliamentf t h ^' p re was more than haft been p^d to 
and the king’s letters, and afterwj^ds to tne gentleman who, for the last three 
see that the sums paid corresponded ^o tha years, bat^i^cuted the duties of clian- 
warrant. He had no duty perform on cellorof 1^ |rislua^>eqifor with so much 
this side of the water, aud.yet he was to ability; ttut tffenfiPK^pinion^’^At gen- 
bave aaseat in«parliament, ai^ a dejiutjr to tleman had been veryTSIucft* ilhdergaid. 
execute the duties of yii^^fiicc d urinaj us Thcriglftlitln. ]^aronet Ijad argued, that 
absence. The salary |^slarger tftgnthat from the nature df,the eituatifn, it roust 
which had been paid towe Irish chancel- become ^ sinecure; and he had contended, 
lor of Uie exchequer; wilt had. duties to ' hat the creation of anew parli%m€«t8r)i*offi- 
discharge on b^th sides*t a^wa ter. and cervsasariolatiwioftheigCtofqueenAnne./ 

who was in cqpseqaence subjeclli^vCon'* But it woidd have beau buhlaii* to stole, 
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that in conaeqoenceof the present measure, 
out of six parliamentary ofUqiss, threh dnly 
^cre rttained. A deputy would be neces¬ 
sary, even if the vice-treasurer should be 
conned to a residence in 1 reland at all times. 
He had stated the salary in contemplation 
to be given to the deputy at 1 ,0001 .; but 
the whole of the vice-treasurer’s office 
remained yet to be s^.rt.^u>yhe treasury 
of the united kingdoms, aXu this would 
come before parlisment hereafter, along 
with the other parts of tf^e^new plan. 

Mr. Ponsonby did not ha'^'tatc to ca^l 
this the most^shameless and profligate job 
that ba(| ever been obtrudeli on the pa¬ 
tience of the House. The bill proposed 
to appoint a vice-treasurer, with a salary, 
o_f'3,50<W. a year; it proposed a deputy 
with a salary of 1,000/. a year; and'it 
propo.se(} openly ‘to violate the act of 
Anne, which rendered! a person who helld 
any new office incapable of a seat in the 
House. The right* hon. gentleman had 
stated, that an individual of responsibility 
was required for the office: the truth was, 
tliat no responsibility whatever was at¬ 
tached to the office, Uic duties of which 
were notliing more than to countersign 
' the warrants of the lord licutena»t of Ire¬ 
land, and to see that 4hey '^corresponded 
with the king’s letter; and what extra¬ 
ordinary talent, what rank, what station, 
did this require ? There was not^uclerk 
in a me|[,chant’s office who was not a?^»Jly 
comp'etent to the performance of this ddi!^', 
as the greatest But 

the right hon. gentleman tl^alcs it r^ht 
that the person who perfoniis this duty 
should have 3,.50(k'i a year, and that he 
should retain his situation in parliament*; 
and why ? Was he to give any accounf to 
the House ? He could give none whatever, 
fbr his office was purely ministerial. If 
any person could gives an account, it was 
the secretary of the J%rd lieutenant: nut 
this eWrk (for a clerk he was to al! intents) 
could give/io account whateveni 
•he ip aoy^way responsible. Tffe-fch'enjsl 
was the whole of his duty, bnd foAhi^4»e 
wa^. to have 3,.500/. a year u ftw this d 
deputy was to^, be appoiutecl^nd an act 
viola ^d which wa^Mrt««de,.to ^cure the 
dignrty^nd indjjjpenMnce of plirliament. 
Hasshould nicrafore move, that jnstead of 
3,^X)/., 2,000/. be inse|t0d, *and thrft the 
clause enabling tlje person who held the 
O^e to si^ in parliament 5e struck out.. 
H^etftiCated tlft House most seriously to 
ico^idor the stepSthe^ were abo&t toltake; 
^ wttua tlte distresi of the natioit 


was greater than had ever been known^ 
they were going to establish a new sine¬ 
cure of 3,5(X)/. a ^ar. If such a measurb 
were adopted, the)^ must, os a necessary 
conseqWnce, lose irttogetlier the confi- 
dericc on the country,\vho could not con¬ 
sider the professions oft economy, so often 
repeated, in any other' light than *js a 
mockery of their sutlerings. He then 
moved, that the sum of 2,000/. be substi¬ 
tuted for that of 3,500/. 

Mr. Peel had heard only one new argu¬ 
ment against the measure*;, and that was 
the enactments of the act of Anne against 
n'ew offices: but the present bill put an 
end to eight old offices, and substituted 
.only three in the place of them. Five 
lords #>f the treasury, a chancellor of the 
exchequer, and two secretaries, were now 
no longer maintained. If the consequence 
of this con.=iolidation was the abolition of 
five offices, the right hon. gentleman wodid 
find it very difficult to raise arguments 
against the measure from such a reduction. 
The other argument advanced by the right 
hon. gentleman was, that*^w«C»^'t‘«xmiion 
might be filled by a clerk: but would the 
right 
paymasf 
of the 


were 


gentleman apply this to the 
of the forces and the treasurer 
ivy here? And yet tli^ffiSeS* 
questioilftit'as not one degrtSp ^^s impor¬ 
tant, inabrauch as the partj* who filled it 
had the control of tht- lord lieutenant’s 
accounts, and the audit of the exchequer 
of Ireland. The right ^»on. geqtleman 
“tjadeed'did not feel vfuite satisfied with the 
2 ,000/., he had himself proposed ; but 
thougtit that the same sum as was paid 
to the lords of the treasury might do. If 
concU'^ipn could be drawn from this, 
it d|ipli^equaily to the great offices here: 
theVurcs of the treasurer 'bf the navy 
ally important ^ith those assigned 
lijiffice. Tlie right fc>n. baronet had 
said,TllWf:i*';^,00?)/. a'year was Aifficient 
for the de^ty, who would be required to 
perforifl *lre d^y during half the year, 

2,000/. ®**o“g** *0'' principoU 

who wouM fulfil it the other half. This 
argument appeared to iiave no good foun- 
The principal had not only half 
the duty, but* the whole of the responsi¬ 
bility both of‘his own acts and those of 
hill deputy. • *■ ' 

-^PonsonUj^^d, that the logic of the 
right •hon. gcii^j^nan was not conclusive. 
It was thus: Parliament had abolished 
some tinOece^^y offices; ergo, they were 
bound toiii^w the miKisters to create 
Qtheavwnecessary and to ?i«laie q 
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direct act df piarlianaent* The right hon. t Mr* 
gentleman had ta&ed of the duties of the 
office—be wo^ld read the clause in the 
bill which described those duties. [Mr. 

P. then read the clau'se.] And yet this 
office was held up as equal to th£ great 
offices of the state !*Why the treasurer oi* 
the iwvy^liould hive 4,000/. a year he 
did not know. There was no one so 
capable of answering the qu^tion hs a 
right hon. gentleman opposite (Mr. Rose). 

That right hon. gentleman might .very 
well deserve 4n000/. a year for former ser¬ 
vices, but why that salary shoul;]i be per¬ 
manently attached to the office, he did 
not see. The right hon. gentleman had 
that night assented to the statement of 
the secretary of Ireland, that the oftjee of 
treasurer of the navy was not more im¬ 
portant than that office which the bill 
before them created. Yet they would 
rcdollect that on a former occasion he had 
burst into a flame, on an imputation being 
thrown out that he received 4,000/. a year, 
for doing little or nothing. His statement 
of t^>«iiU.‘u^(nf%ight be more correct than 
that of a former night. But, at any rate, 
they would see the spirit of the pt/posal— 
because the treasurer of the ji\vy had 
iVi^K)/. % year for doing very litjia a new 
officer wabiijb be appointed, was to 
have 3,5(X)/.a9ear fordoing asTiute*or l6ss. 

Mr. Peel though* it not a little surprising 
thatthe observations of the ri^it hon. gen 


laugh.] He could assure the right hon. 
gentleman that he did riot make that allu¬ 
sion for the purpose of recriminating. He 
was aware that he received his^p ensiotyio 
consideration of having relinq^hcd.Miis 
profession. “But the treasurer of 
had the same claifb to'his salary, 
was all he mea^t to insinuate. 

Mr. t*omonby declared, T 
desire to vindicate himself 
was no necessity. He rqceivetj 
4 ',000/. a year ift conseqCft'ofi^ 
resigned the office of chancellor 
and that was the sura always 
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P^esey Fitzgerald said, it was al- 
most'uriftecessafy^for his right hou. friend 
to disclaim that he meant any iinpfoper 
insinuation. * Those who knew him * 
would as little suspect him of it as the right 
hon gentleman opposite; nor was there 
any insinuation in what had been said.— 
But when we were told that those who sat 
near the trea^r«.nrCr^lie navy alone could 
inform the HOssp why he enjoyed 4,000/. 
per annum, it w^fair loscply that heenjoy- 
ed it by the 8ai|)^ title which the right 
h^n. gentleti)gj}i«<(^oyed the same pension, 
namedy* under an act of.parliabient. Both 
held their enlohiments as the revpird of 
public * services and he believed that 
f^w men had served longer, rdore labo-- 
riously, or more usefully than the treasuf-^ 
er of the navy. The right hon. gcqtleman 
had called up the statute of Anne, and 
sai^ it was violated by admitting the vice 
treasurer of Ireland to sit in parliament. 
He could tell him theib were three vice 
treasurers in the reign of queen Anne, 
w'ith more than three times the salary now 
proposed, who were every ou« admissible- 
to parliament, and that without any one * 
official duty to be performed by them in 
an English House of Comrmons. 

Mr. Rose sa*d, that he held his office in 
a manner .still less objectionable than the 
right h(m. gentleman, as it catpe annually 
under^j^ie consideration of parliament. 
Heji^t that the salary of 4,000/«a year 

_ t 4.^ f-i- _ - 


tlemanshou!dhpdirectc(kigainstthat class a*Ached (o bis offich^ was a fair re« 
of officers who received 4,(XX)/. ayeSr. [Ajj^ard for pfrspgijsjhtnwd'served the pub¬ 
lic ffiithfuny In the course of a long* life, 
and had ma^ no provision for the latter 
end of their fiays. He«would admit, that 
the duty of the treasurer ofthe navy was not 
cuitimensurate to the 4,000/. a year. Bqt 
it was one of those offices that were esta¬ 
blished upon the principle of rewarding 
length of services. « In other professions 
gentlemen could m^e fortunes, and pro¬ 
vide fcui Uiedecline of life, but there were 
v^^ fewVolBces undq^ government in 
%ras^ possible lOQ/. a* 

Mr. was never more surprised 

at any thi(^g*^hal;^e had, heard in the 
course ol^^has liie tAft at the speqgb ofthe 
right hon! gentleman. No^thiqg qpuIH ex¬ 
cite his v^onder more thaii to hear krim 
claimfhg his pre^q^ salarv yis a reward for 
his past services. Tbe« existence of th^ 
.office was*in fhrmer times d^godedon^if- 
ferent ar^ more rational ^u«ds.'' It was 
said Ul If ^6, that it wa^ecessary to /e-’ 
sefvc soihe places to be coDfei):ed on those 


mtnp 
ere there 
esum of 
fit having 
f Ireland, 
granted in 
similar cases. He did not feel thaS hdi 
stood on the same footing with a person 
who received a salary for hftlding an office 
in whiA there* was nothing Ao be doie. 
If the right hon. gentynMh did lomatla 
reflection on him, whicIUip coul^'not sup¬ 
pose after his disavowal^f it, he should 
have no objection to* suAsut tWb charge, 
on its own grounds to tlieginii^ sense of 
(he Hpuse country. 
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who, though required to do no service in the reversion of the clerkship oi' the par-, 
the office whose duties thej^nominolly per- liament, and all the patronage connected 
^formed,'fnight, as privy-councillors, or ad- with it. lie had secured for himself 
visors of government in other capacities, and his two sons places and einolutncnts 
suggest wise measures, or accomplish im- wortlu nearly 20,000^. a year. This 
portent objects. When he held the situa-> was tl'ii extraordinary liberality of the 
tion of treasurer of the navy, he was country, to the right bon. gentleman; 
free to confess that he regarded it as a si- this was the mode -in which, his, ser- 
necure; and that, lw;:t.^;.';i.*ipctive deputy vices were rewarded. The noble lord 
in the paymaster, he official biisi- and' his .colleagues took great credit to 

ness of any consc<^uence"co execute; but themselves for their moderation and for- 
he did not consider hiops^f as entirely use- bearance in limiting the salary of the Irish 
less, or receiving the pifii!ic,jg,onei^ for no- vice-treasurer to li,500l. The present ap- 
tbing. He was al^vays re^y to as'sist tne peared to him the most deliberate, outra- 
goverpment, of which he was a member^ geous, and unjustifiable job that any set of 
HI any other department where his cxer- ministers had ever the boldness to propose. 
tioBS wer..- called for, or were likely to b^e Ho would go the length of calling it scan- 
beneficial. Not such was the plea of the daloij^s, as be believed that was a parlia- 
rigbt l;ion. gentleman. He modestly mentary word, than which he was allowed 
pocketra his salaryasarecompcncc fur past no stronger. The chancellor of the ex¬ 
exertions, not as a,remuneration fur pre- chequer had made such a statement as 
sent. He had been very pathetic on could leave a doubt on the mind of no vin- 
the ill-requited nature of the public ser- partial person. He had said, that it was 
yice; he had told the Houoe, that the necessary to have a person as vice-trea- 
emoluments of office were scarcely suffi- surer, who might be useful to the minis- 
cient to affixKl present support, and quite ters by his abilities and clow. iMjiP^jtkthat 
inadequate to supply^ surplus for the fu- House, and it would be foolish to expect 
tore wants of age and retirement. But assistah^p without paying for it. They now 
the right hon. gentleman had jus( forgotten requireu|’ull the aid they could find,.m all 
one thing—that befose he'^becatne trea- quartc^h They had lately a rqimpormr 
surer of the navy, he had .already reaped tion fr^.fibroad in the pers^pfiftf a ri^t 
his reward.. He had come to the enjoy- hon. geofjLiaan, who was, to be paid for 
ment of 7,000/. a year from the pUyic be- his support 5,0001. a. year. They were 
fore stepped into the treasurersf^p of now to havb another from tlic west of the 
the navy. The ri^t hon. g^ntlemanj^it Channel, and to,,pay him 3,500/. As the 
could not be de^&, t,lyd^ gbw a strong ■ ^countty was to pas* this sum pro'iessedly 
swallow. He could receive'ijdjO/. a-year tor the,,benefit of this gentleman’s jiarlia- 
and yet reserve an appetite for 4,000/. menthry talents, i, might be proper to in- 
more in the 8hap0..of sinecure. The right stitute a parliamentary inquiry into their 
hon. gentleman had once been questioned extent and^sefulness. Were they worth 
on bis.emoluments, and owned the mode- Sj/f^OO/. j^'^r i There should be an esti- 
ralK receipt of7,000/. a-year of the public mate them, that we nbiglit not be 
money; but this was all as a reward for che^o^in tlie bargain«wc made, or the 
past services. The right hon. gentleman paid for them. if it was ne- 

could not but plead t|ie same merits for a/1 should have £ier dig- 

his family; and while he claimefi,emolu- hity rnam^ined by a vice-treasurer, why 
nients for himself qn the|groun($^fpas».cx- not kec^Chim in Ireland? What was 
’ ertions, hig'qqticipated the rewa<^,(#hW the use fatflfi, unless he resided in 
son. He m^e the public^rovide^l^^iuin^ the coumry where the sphere of his 
bekirehedidany thing for t^ public, and duliife lay? He was to be a check, 
had a place r^ady foriiimlfearly as soon ^’ocipoth, on the lord-lieutenant; but what 
as he w^ born. "The-pght Jon. gentle- became of ihe dignity of the lord- 
mao^ha^bqen long employed ih the ser- lieutenant thus checked by him? Nay, 
vine of the c^ntry, and had. discharged hd w.a8 to Have the lord-lleutcnaiU to be 
his duties zealously aiyl foltAfully; but the evemiiii^his deputy! At a mo- 

^obljc ow&d hinf uothing ; there were no ment-whkn the^cjpntry was weighed down 
arnean of debt unpaid. *He diad done with taxation, was extraordinary that 
weu foP thfe (ffiblic, aud the public had any set of mia^brs should dream of add- 
dope weli for bidK He had, ib^aiiNitioa ing to th d i^^hhens bjs creating a salaiy 

to his own "rewards, secured for his son of 3,£ilCayear. This was a salary tp 

• »Sr 
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one wlio had to support no rank, who had fcrence to the dutiet, to be performed. It 
to maintain no state, who liad to exhibit woufd be impossible otherwise to obtain 
no representation, and consequently re- men of rank and consideration to'fil'rthese* 
quired no consideration for splendour or situations. Tlie right hon. gentleman had 
expense. He might live in an ordinary employed many arguments ad cflpfawrfttm / 
lodging in Dublin, and perform all pis dli- but he would remind the House, that when 
ties as efficiently as if he enjoyed »palace.® his friends were in power they gave no 
He WHS merely to j/erform duties that any practical instances of their doctrine, which 
man of common education was perfectly was only enj^^vceV w'i'en their minds were 
able to execute. But then ministers ^trere enlightened bysJne climate of opposition, 
not contented witlv giving’ him a great That the presenmppoiatment was framed 
salary, and supposing him a person of upon a view % just balancei of in¬ 
abilities, but they were ^so to give him a fl^ysnce^ and,4^$^on the principle of in- 
depuly. His business lay in Ire{pnd; Hut vading the independence of* parliament 
when he came over to enlighten the Bri-’ Or the liberties of the country, was suffi- 
tish parliament, he was to intrust his office ciently' manifested by the fact, that the 
to a deputv; who w'as likewise to have a , operation of this bill would be io abolish 
’ salary of 1,000/. a year. This deputy eight parliamentary offices, and to creafe- 
would represent, after a year or two, that only three. It was, ho\yever, anoUnwise 
his duties were very heavy, that his prin- principle of economy which would always 
cipal stayed away long from Ireland, and measure the salary pracisely by the duties 
miglit work upon the gentle and yielding of each particular office. It had been at 
disposition of the chancellor of the exchc- all times deemed mo/c advisable, that 
quer till he obtained the desired increase, while some i^tuations were underpaid with 
Ministers had now got nearly to the salary respect to the labour attached to them, 
of of the navy and his de- others sjiould be overpaid, aiitl constitute’ 

puty. Can they believe that the country ulterior rewards for a long period of able 
will view this without disgust? H«w many services. It was more necessary that some 
poor clerks must be dismissed to a%ke up appointmonts of station and dignity should 
salary of this officer, to corinensatc be niaintaincihwi Ireland than in Scotland, 
for the ex[\'^’s of this vile, ranJj^oarse, because there was an executive in Ireland, 
vulgar job. He could bestowrlipbn it ho andbeceuse the existence of a privy coun- 
otlier c[)ithcts. Some of the lords of the cilin tb*tcounfry necessarily created a di¬ 
former treasury, who had 1,250/., might vers^ of public business requiring ^tbe 
have been prciijailed upcji to accept of a^ntion lyid nssistaimg, of eminent indi- 
this office for the samesaainount of ibiolu- ^duals. Witb'?iatJtffiroffipe the Irish go- 
ment. If ministers wished to proportion vermnent miM be left with no other *sup- 
the salary to that of other offices, wliy go port than tint of his right hon. friend 
to sinecures? Could they not find other (Mr. Peel.) " The presint office vvas not 
offices worthy of furnishing a rulp for tbe new: the financial business of Ireland had 
salary ? The privy seal haJ'ysQOO/.' a faeeft formerly conducted by three vice¬ 
year, tlie master of the mint 3^)0/. a treasurers, each with a salary of 3,.500/. 
year, the chancelkir bf the exCi^Jber Sir J. Newport observed, that by tli^ 
2,500/. Why VH0S government to inivii^’^' act pf 1807, the administration of that 
vice-chaiK;cllor from Ireland abolished no l^s than SB sii^cure 

Let the House consult its chat^ter and* offices 'njth^customs of Ireland, 
its dignity, and resist this infamm job. ^stlereagh sajd, the‘offices in 

^Mr. Gims thought 2,0(X5ft, #frear was not abolished MA/hce, <bot ‘ 

quite a sufficient salary for this office. to expire with tli^e who hdd 

Lord Casthreagh said, that he coulo^ot them. Howler this might affect the pa- 
entertain propositions like those of the right ''tronage of luIUfeKj^at administrations, it 
hon. gentleman, that the rcspsnsible offices had not^ sedrofid that of the |^hen 
of the country Were to be set up as if bv existing ministry, who also took«Care to 
auction, •«nd that those who ware disppeea create soiqpmew offices of Vather an dti- 
to take the least for theiMMarices, traordfhary nature. • * g ^ 

be preferred. It had altays bee’n(^ensi- Sir J. Newport observed, that the pre-** 
deredin Mr. Burke's plai^f reform, that ^ecessors ef th'ht ministry had.gra|^tcd^l 
tbe salaries of high publid^^ce^ should these offices in reversion. ^ * 
be estimated by » regard toWi^ue in- Coldhqf^ora Langton^rote^cd agalast 
fluence of the Cro^ as well as^^re- \he measare as a Bcandalous job, by which 
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ministers > leemed deterpined, mstead of I what had occurred within the last eight 
initigat^gk.to. mock tfie sufferings‘of a and forty hours, he could not feel greatly 
,Joyal^e5pIe, disposed to rely upon any^ interpretation 

Mr. Stuart Worthy could not help say- of that act, coming from the other side of 
ing that he thought this a very unjustifi- the House. They who contended that aC- 
at^ demand upon the public purse. It ceptina the treasuryship of Greenwich 
was no argument to him that because Jtospila!, did not vacate a seat in parlia- 
eight unnecessary offices had ceased, ment, might with equal proprietf matntam 
three unnecessary to be that the creation qf a new office was corn- 

created ; and he could no^)f«oubt but that patible with a seat in that House. The 
a salary of 2,0004 a yes^ would be suffi- real spirit of fhe act,, however, was, that 
ciently .sought after btptersons competent no new office should be tenable with a seat 
to discharge all the di^s^jT^he office. in parliament. 'He'hoped the question 
Mr. Hi^kisson, defended the* claSse wriuld not be carried. The session had 
again^ the observation, that it violated opened with professions of economy from 
the 6to of Anne. His own office *of sur- the throne, and now it was to conclude 
veyor of*thc woods and forests, as well as with the creation of a sinecure office of 
,that of the president of the board of con-' 3,5QOl. a year. With what face could ‘ 
*tro1, had been created since that act, %nd gentfcmeii meet their constituents after 
both had been hade compatible with a having assented to such a job, at a time 
seat in parliament., * wlicn the table of theJHouse was loaded 

Lord A. Hamilton reprobated the clause with petitions for economy and retrench- 
as disgraceful to* the character of the ment. 

House. • Mr. Jf. Martin wished to know in what 

Sir F. Flood had listened attentively to would consist the responsibility of thevice- 
. the debate, d)Ut had not been able to de- treasurer? It appeared,was 
cide how he ought to vote. He Rad con- merely to countersign the warrants for 
sidered himself as a juror whose verdict the isskq of money, previously signed by 
should be governed by evidence^ but all he the lorijlieutenant. W'as he to have any 
had heard had only.left tiim more com- contrJnvcr the lord-lieutenant? Co^d 
pletely in the dark. He deprecated a» he rcf^( his signature ? l^^i^ould not, 
odious the ^comparison between what was and if^rl’ ^Icsessed no conjirol, he should 
received by his right bon. friend,xthc late like to be informed as*to the nature of bis 
chancqllor of Ireland, and the emme^ents responsibility ? , 

of & right hon. gentleman (Mr. Ilo^, Mr. Brand astonished at the total 
who had avowteaft w^ he r eaeived mol^ want«of argumcn^on tlfe other* side of 
tbait he deserved. A t ‘the House. He congratulated the House 

Mr. Methuen begged to^sk, whether aiidcKe country*on the seduction of the 
the lion. member«en whom Kie new office several offices in Ireland, which the noblo 
was to be conferred was then in the had alluded to, but in fact these rc- 
House, as he could not think it decent d\ction^”were the necessary conse- 
tbat he sliould vote upon the question ? quenedj^ of the consolidation of the 
* Mr. Wynn condemned the mode so fre- twA jjkchequers. • Hr considered that 
quently adopted by tjie noble lord qppo- *«3(4fe chancellor of tb^ excl>equer for 
site, of recriminatin^upon that side, as |u Irc^lilJijr^beeti remunerated w^h ^,000/. 
its cdhduct when in power, instead of dc- *anDual]y|)lirbg his office, there was no 
fending lumsclf from chargeST^aUs^erc reason Miptevcr for attaching an addi- 
• urged aenqinst him. Even if tional this new appointment, 

lord could p^ve ail whiclf be ie Supposifl^ for example, the same Jndi^i- 

. WQuld be no argument in JustificaTi^ of '^uyjkto be appointed to this new office, he 
bis own conduct. Wl.t^'^^ard to the* di^ not conceive there was any propriety 
auditor's bill,* howev», a little un- ini iucreasbg tbe salary. Looking on 

forfflm^e for the noble lord, tRat that bill this transaction as a mere job, he trusteil 
p^ed ^ throu^ parliament pitliout one H %puld e;|cite the disgast amWndigna- 
atssentieot voice. Witfi fespect <to the ton a f the Hfliiii^i^ as he had no doubt , it 
%qtiestiQn*more*ijnme&iately before-them, wo^yicite th^e of the country. ' 
^e.^t^ht^ it one to which |hat Hoi^ 

accede. .Muedt p^servatidb The •Hou^'th'en divided': For the 
hfffbaMi-lMdeanTOn the acCipl* queen AmendmMCflGi Against it. 108. 
cenainly when he i^qoUecleA , 

•% 
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Abercrombie, rfion. J. 
Altliorp, lord - 
Beimet, hon. H. G. 
Birch, i. 

Brand, hon. T. 
Bunjpll, hpn. P.>D., 
Burrell, sir . 
Burrell, Walter 
Bouehey, sir J. F. 
BlacKburne, J. J. 
Babington,Thos. 
Beach, W.H. / 
Bolland, John ' 
Carew, H. S. 

Calcraft, John 
Chetwode,sir J. • 
Daly, James 
Duncannon, lord 
Fergusson, sir R. C. 
Finlay, K. 

Frank, Frank < 
Gijips, G. 

Gordon, R. 

Gaskell, B. 
llammersley, Hogh 
llarnilton. 
iiorS??; tr 
Hurst, Robt. 

King, sir J. D. 
Lambttin, J. G. 
lU>ngton, W. Gore 
Jjefevre, 

Lloyd, sir E. « 
Lyttelton, hon. W. , 


Law, hon. E. 
Lockhart, J. I. 

Lester, B. L. 
Macdonald, J, 
Madocks, m A. » 
Martin, H. ^ 

Monck, sir C. 

Moore, P. , 
Metbnen, Paul 
Marryat, J. 

Newport, sir J. 
North, D. 

Newman, Jl. W. 
Osborne, lord F. • 
Portman, E. B 
* Parnell, siNj[. 
Powlctt, hon, VV. 
Philips, G. • 
Piggott, sir A. 
Ponsonby, rt. hon. G. 
Prittic, hon. A. 
Ridley, sir M. W. 
Rowley, sir W. 
Smith, John 
Seflon, earl of 
Tavistock, marquis 
Tierney, rt. lin. G. 
Waldegrave,Lon. W. 
Wane, J. a/ 

Wilder, gen, \ 
Wortley, S,/S» 

Wynn, sir W, 

Wynn, C. 


Mr. Ponsonby moved, thaf the clause 
renderijig the wcc-trcasivcr eligible to sit 
in parliament be left but. 


Lord Castlereagh opposed the amend¬ 
ment, on the general gfound that several 
offices which might be held by members 
were abolished by the bill. „ , / 

Mr. Tierney said, that the clause was 
nothing mofe nor Jess than recognising 
this new office to fee a’mere sinect& ei ^ 
Mr. Wortley^thou^ qgainst the salary, 
was in fttvour’of this clause. 8&‘')jarge 
a salary w'os given, it was to be^presumeJ 
that a man of talents wopld beK^ipointcd 
tp the office, aitd it was*'aebi.•.table that 




the income tax should now vote hi sup-' 
port of every scheme of extravagance.' If 
it was nccesspry to have a man of ^leots^ 
to dil the office, it was not in that House 
that his talents should be employed. Ho 
pronounced the whole a rank and uncon¬ 
stitutional job. 

Mr. K Littleton said, that though he 
had voted for the salary, he should vote 
against this clt:^,sc. 

Mr. W. 11. j^yttdtoH was surprised at 
the inconsisteHcy^f his hon. friend, and 
hjpped^he wti^ld^ompensate for his vote 
that night by another on some future oc¬ 


casion.. 


r 


Sir John Netoport besought the com- 
jnittee to think what they were flow doing, 
as^ by granting the vice-treasurer a sdat.. 
in the House, they were burtheping the 
country with an additional expense of 
1 ,t)00/. a year for a deputy. They were 
also abstracting him from his duties on 
the other side of the feater, and'bringing 
him here for no other purpose than to 
su^^ort the treasury bench. 

The,committee divided: For the amend* 
ment, 57 t Against^t, 107. The House 
being resumed, the report was ordered to 
be receivtd on Monday. ' 

HOU^E OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 17* 

1^‘iATE OF THE COINAGE.] TJie EbtI 
^ Lauderjiale rose tft move for a com- 
roiitee on the s^tf^.o’t ftie'currency. His 
lordship Contended thaf the proposed 


the 


Bene^t 


of 


parliament should have 
them. 

Mr. Ponsotthm was surprised at thoviikC' 
consistent conduct of the hon. gentleman, 
in first voting for a small'salary to tho 
vice-treSsurei*, *and then voting fp 


louse. 



5e 

I a lai^ one. 
atioB to minis' 


being a member of ti 
ground of his having „ 

What was this but an .in' 
ters to be extravagant) 

Sir M. W.RidJ^ expre&e^Nii|^iprise 
that gentlemen Avhg^s effijrts hadaMMcd 
(VOL.2Ui:XfV.^ • ^ 


silver coina^ was founded in erroneous 
principles, smd that it would burthen tho 
country with an enormous expense with¬ 
out any benefit resulting from the measure, 
which would ultimately be found unavail¬ 
ing, as the coin would be soon withdrawn 
from circulation. ,The proposition for 
making gold the lijgal standard of the 
country.was, he .maintained, unsup^ortetl 
^-rftny' whter of authority upon the sub- 
the single exception «f the^e i 
eaelio^ivcrpJo], and was ipt founds in 
sound princi^es. Gold, it had been s|iid, 
ought to bg^t^Mandard because it was 
less liable <p fltfctAte in vMiie, ^mpared 
with stive?. This, however, he ^eniSd as 
inconsi8te|it with cxperielice, and cen- 
tendefi, with leftr^nce anoUier point, 
that silver was greatly, {irefetffiilc, as a* 
^andard.to gdld, bdaauSe the silver coins 
were len liable to be dllainnhed; tBIre 
being ^mWdne^fifteentfa^art of the ten^- 
iation tw dtmUiiBi l!ie silveif coins that 
(4 C) 
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there Vas to dintioish the gold coins, 
from which circumstance much less 
numboc of offences would arise with regard 
to the coin, a consideration that ou^ht 
always to have great weight. Silver main¬ 
tained a steady value in France, because 
it was made a legal tender, whilst gold 
fluctuated, and the gold coins were trans¬ 
ferred according to the price of the day 
—a proof that a silver ctmiage might be 
rendered a proper^and ei^tual standard. 
Another important consecration was, that 
in all countries, with whi^Mij^^ 
mercantile dealings, silver was the stan¬ 
dard, ipid it was impossible,** if Ive had a 
gold standard, that we could ever Ffave a 
par of exchange with them. It was im¬ 
possible also that we could have a proper 
silver coinage, whilst gold was the stan¬ 
dard, because silver would be taken with¬ 
out regard to its value. His lordsh'lp 
adduced the authorities of Mr. Locke, sir 
Isaac Newton, and<Mr. Harris, in support 
of his principal propositions. He observed, 
that the enormous burthen which would 
he thrown upon the public by this mea¬ 
sure, was what ought not to be suffered, 
particularly in the present period of dis¬ 
tress, and for a measure which ,was con¬ 
trary to all authority anAiaxperiencc. 
Thesuim voted for the-expense of the new 
coinage, that is to say, for the difference 
between the real value of the sili^ now t 
remaining in the mint, shillings am^ix- ( 
pen^es,*^ and the nominal rate at wnhsh t 
they were exchsng'StJ^ii^m 500,ii00^. Buru^ 
as n«t more thhn onem twefty of,the 
shillings and sixpences now in circulation 
had ever seen the^.mint, it Allowed that 
tlie loss upon the public must be nineteen 
fold, Of 9t500,000l. Was this a loss that 
ought to fall upon the public, under pre- 
^nt circumstances 2 To suppose, like¬ 
wise, that the mint coins circulated at 
the rate of 5s. 6d. pcriioz. could conthiu^ 
in circulation, along with bank tokens is¬ 
sued at tl|e rate of 6s. * 8rirpW''oz. gnd 
, with Irish jiank tdkens issued wh> 
of Is. tidJ: pei^oz. was a mere tbll|^^jBt 
veriance with experience, and yet' for 
ihis unsupported theorv ere called 
’up.on to incur &11 the.euupepe ^d risk of 
f^(i$,‘poin'age. There was still,Tiowever, a 
,m(]jre iih'portatv objection arising out of 
paper, circulation. Hjs 1/w^hip woted 
trQffi the book of th^*late earl of ILiver- 
popl, an opinion giv^jl in 1805- that the 
e3jlp^^t^f«aiie paper circuli^ion ren- 


Sfate of the Coinage. 


lim 



iippos|^le to take proeis mea- 
m: a mew coinage. Yet afece that 


period the amount of bank of England 
notes in circulation, then 15,000,000^., 
had increased to' 25,000,0^/., and the 
number of country banks issuing notes, 
then 517, had increased to 64<0. By the 
measures likewise of the government this 
session cio bank of England were com¬ 
pelled to make an additional fissui* of 
notes. How then, was it possible that 
this great mass of paper, over the issue of 
which there no -check or control, 
should not interfere with every measure 
of coinage i It was well known that 
a very stdall rise in the pnee of metal 
above the denominations of the coins: 
composed of it, caused them to disappear 
from circiilation, and he did not see how 
'this rpsult was to be avoided, with regard 
to the present coinage, there being no 
security against a rise in silver, in conse¬ 
quence of the facility flf issuing paper. 
The arguments he adduced upon this sub¬ 
ject were only brought forward with a 
view of urging inquiry, and, when, as it 
recently appeared, the government them¬ 
selves had so little made u p ’ t bairjwnds 
upon a subject which required mature 
delibcr^ion, that the guinea, which it 
was at vrsi said should be 21.<. should be 
now 20/. *0 change to which he (Iprd L,^ 
did not q^ect, though, pcrh^jl^ it might 
not alfc^lnv^sr suit certain professional 
men, it must be surely evident that in¬ 
quiry was uh'cessary, before they resorted 
to any measure,of coinage. If the go¬ 
vernment chose tpci^esort to such'h mea¬ 
sure, in contradiction to all received autho¬ 
rity Upon the subject, and to all expe¬ 
rience, merely upon their own theory, the 
re|ponsibi|ii^' must be upon them, and a 
heiivy r^^nsibility it must be. The 
noble e|rl concluded by moviag, “ That a 
corns jiilcc be appointed to inquire whe- 
tl|iiir*9r not there was any ^obability that 
the tlHeiul«d‘silvW coinage would* remain 
hi circuldl^on, whether or not it was expe¬ 
dient to gold' the standard measure 
of value,^iwd Aether or* not it would 
advisable'io constitute silver a legal tender 
'lo aiDount.'* 

,’!|^Iie Earl.of Liverpool said^ that the 
opinions which be bad formerly expressed 
to their lordslupshad been fully confirmed 
sinc^ that period. He Contended that 
g^ ^yght t(vJ|fethe standard of vidue. 
Tnegi^at advance which gold had over 
silver was, tbf^it was less variable in 
value. It viw'^sAy to keep the gold 
standaidjg^^dt, but nohthe silver. What 
was^jU^^iSwed lyos not an ^innovation i E 
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use pf,medicine; and, thirdly, tonnsure 
the restoration*of all such of the.last per¬ 
sons as might become again of sounds 
minds to society, to their friends, and to 
their employments. But the madhouse 
act does none of these three things, for 
it does not empower the commissioners to 
discliargc a patient, however sound in 
mind, nor docs it furnish them with the 
means of enforcing the observance of any 
improvement they may tecoramend to the 
adoption of the madhouses. The com- 
nyssioi^iers ■■'iwdtjCd may withdraw the 
hcence of any madhouse when they see 
'fit to 80, but the keeper of suck house 
must again have a licence on the next 
licensing day, if he wishes it, for the act 
imperatively directs, that every persoit—• 
who shall require a licqpce shall •have it, 
ugon giving the requisite securities. It 
was not surprising that with those limited 
powers of the commissioners the greatest 
abuses should have be'In found to prevail 
in some oi*these houses, and that medi¬ 
cine should have been seldom, if ever, 
applied to the correction Jhd cure of 
mental disease. Ii7 one public hospital 
indeed, that of Bethlem, the patients are 
periodicaU y^ph ysicked, bled and vomited, 
and this feared, without much re¬ 

ference lo any difference of circumstances 
which fiay exist between caac and case. 
The madhouse act directs that five com¬ 
missioners shall yearly be elected by„ and 
frfim the,college of physicians, three of 
After a short repfy .from the %arl of|^ whom, atiflbnded»,by a sqpretary, shall at 

’ ’ * .» -j 11 least‘onc^every year visit every licenced 

house within the cities of London and 
Westminster, and al» all such as are 
within seven miles of either of them, and 
likewise all those which are within the 
county of Middlesex. It further directs 
that they inspect and take minutes of tUb 
stays and accommodation of all these 
houses, as likewise of the treat rgent of 
theippatients. a fair copy of which minutes 
w,as to beJaid before college of phy- 
£iShios. But from the grgat*nu(nb<iir of^ 
tbiife ho'hses ^hirty-six), pnd their being 
spread over a vast area of ground,* the 
duty impj((9lMsflU|i6 coiQmissionei's was 
prodigioi^ andljm remuneratit^ allowed 
them so pitifulfy/small, that ,ft would 
scarcely Ae coacltfnan who dA>ve 
thein^from hd^ yo boute, each commis¬ 
sioner receiving bnW oiv^guinra for ererf 
^house heanspbets. S^Under these, circiiiQ''* 


was a recurrence tb the former system, 
from which no inconvenience had been 
felt. As to the change in the denomina¬ 
tion of the gold coin, which had been 
agreed to since the measure was first 
mentioned in parliament, that made ho 
alteration in the principle of the^easure? 
For tkims&lf, he should prefer an adherence 
to the oldwin of^guineas: but as prac¬ 
tical men seemed to thin^ that pounds 
would be more coYivonient, he had no 
objection to the change. He did not 
think the evil; attendant on the calling in 
of the silver currency would ba so great, 
as it was by some supposed they would 
be. He did not coitheive thev^vas any 
danger that the new currency ^uld be 
melted in order to forge bank tokens 
before the latter were called in, which 
would be done as speedily as possible 
after the issue of erowns and half crowns. 
Adverting to the great fluctuations in the 
exchange between great Britain and other 
nations, he observed that he had always 
attributed those fluctuations to the great 
foreign -expbnditure: As soon as the 
peace was signed, the exchanse had 
improved in our favour, and (ply the 
renewal of a great foreign expenditure 
«0uld, ip his opinion, occasion a renewal 
of its dc{^ aviation. Satisfied,, ^ he ivas, 
that the noblosearl’s motioS^^ a^fecd'to, 
could throw no new light on the subject, 
he must be under the necessity of op- 
posingjt 


Lauderdale, the motion was negatived. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS., 
Mondayt June 17. 

Mad-ho«ses Biel.] Mr. Rosehaving 
moved that the ri^ort of this bill be\aken 
into further c(«8>deratio^ » ** 

Lord* It. Seymour obserV^Hp that the 
right hon. gentleman had great merit i& 
having taken up the cau^e of tKw unfortu- 
igate lunatics. •No class of speiety so 
strongly required the protectionsof ^rlia- 
ment as these numerous and he}j;)le» .suf¬ 
ferers. When parliament in 17^ 
the bill for the regulation ef all licenced 
madhouses, it must have meant, by the 
visitaticA and Inspection to which i|;Wi&- 
jected those houses, three Inin^: 

in the first place, to ^cure aH/persons 
against unnecessary conanement; in the 
aecond, to better the*cHail|ce of* recovery 
to all such persens confiilhd,>|jyifeing in- 
sane, as well bjn^al 


, _ __ _ 'Ml 

Stances ^ was natural thtfKhB visifs of the 
conantisamners should Ttecome short pnd 
hurriew Ini one’instance, ^06 patienis 
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were Vtdy seeio by them at Hoxton, and lunatic in it become cbraordUi and Qciijjr; 
the* house l^lat contains them inspected in when to prevent his annoying hiS oei^b« 
.two Hours and « half. Ilf was ready to hour by bis noise', the iancfSi was apphed- 
admit tjuit the commissioners devoted as to him, by which be was not an&equently 
much of their valuable time to the service reduced to a state of exhaustion, 
of the madhouses as could reasonably be Mr. Hose approved of what had fallen 
expected for the psiltry remuneration they from thd, noble lord,'and observed, that 
received, but be contended, that the visits such a power as that tp which bb had al- 
could render no service whatever to the luded would be givew by* thti bill, lie 
maniacs, and that it was injurious to them, had known several instances where great 
as giving sanctiofi to t1(e abuses which severity had tfeen exercised in keeping 
prevail in these hnuses,^nd as furnishing pauper lunatics in parish workhouses, 
a plausible excuse to tli Sifaiae ds of thei^e Mr. Wynn wished that magistrates 
suderers for not themielves seeing them, should al^o be empowered to examine 
And lK‘re he could not hSlp rem'^rking, . hou^es where cniy one person was con- 
that though he had been in the h*ablt of fined. Hf^'knew that objections would be 
visiting those bouses all his life, he ha^ made taf’this, as violating the sanctity of 
. .n&t until the last few weeks seen a lunatic famil(ps. He would suggest, that no per* 
visited ,by his friends. The noble lord son should be allowed to receive a maniac, 
then enumerated several instances of | without a note from a midical man that 
abuse. In Hoxtnq, he observed there , the person was a proper subject for con- 
was no classification of the patients, but a finement, and also that the individual^o 
general mixture fK the furious with the receiving the maniac should give notice 
placid>.>-of those who were cl&an in their of such reception to the commissioners of 
habits, with those who were most filthy, madhouses. 

■In the Yorlf^Asylum, four cells, caph only Lord liinnin^ wished to have Scotland 
eight feet square, were accidentally disco- include^l in the bill, 
vered, though they had been sometime The Dill was ordered to be re-committed 
concealed from the visitors, dn these to-morrow. • 

four small cells, thirteen/^i^Wales were ^ ^ 

obliged to sleep every'hight, clfnpletely Public Revenues Con«^ioation 
covered with filth and nastiness ;Jand the BiL l.3* * report of lihis hill was 
very holes through which the air was ad- brought up. On the ^question, that the 
mitted„n'ere nearly filled with filth, adiich blank fur ttie vice-treasurer’s ,salary be 
the unfortunate wotfien had no^other tfSiv filled up witli the words “ 
of getting rid ^f. Ih tliis hoSae, too, iTl Mr.*Ponsonbi/stiA, he did n<»l think 
was llUcovercd that the male k&epefs*had himself.culled on to detain the House on 
access to the female patients; the conse- the stfbject of the*inotion he was about to 
quenpe of which ras, that ^o patients, submit to them, and to state the reasons 
who bore good characters before they why the grant of 3,,500/. now demanded 
went into the Asylum, as they have sitice was unjust and uncalled fur by any neces- 
they were discharged from it, left it preg- sity, as tiiey appeared so very obvious. 
Eant, the one by the principal keeper, the The ialary piopoaed wan 3,50(^. He had 
othei; by a patient. With these, and nmny pvSposcd in the committe^on Friday last, 
other such enormitiet'before him, he Tea- that it shwarW beVeduced to 2,000/.; and 
venily* wished that a pu)re_efficient law fie felt the strongest conviction that every 
than that (now iq. operation,, mightJlm man outkC the Hbuse would think that 
'enapted. *He was particularly desirt^ he had rgther erred in ooasenting to top 
that the biU thpn before th^Hou^’e,'6hw|d Jarge a, sum.. He was persuad^. there 
enable magistrates to remowejiauper lima- Ivasjlot ic man in (^eat Britain, who un« 
tics ftom the|r relpetfwork* the«subject, nor a man in Ire- 

houses tQ thti next a|qpii|ing.,madbouses. land, who did not think he had been too 
Geotleiqeu not ponx^rsant wtth parish liberal; but he would not depart from 
frorkhouKs, wdre not wape bQw harehly whatJte bad moved, and Hte sbotdd again 
-these poor creatures wewtt^ated in*them. ufpve)i“ that iaatMd of 3,500/. the sum of 
present theh; ospape,^ they owe con- 2,00^^|lfe insert!^.” 
aigned to, Uie consUf^t wear •€ straight The Chamev^^ of the Exchequer^ as 
waSte^ftiif; straight waistont being some gemJemy^ then in tlie House, were 
of persenalweatiiant, not preiBalwioit*Fnday,«vent into a short 
the bcAtiBg tad irritating, poor aecQgpiw tbs. substitutioik in of t 



baaFd of (reMttry'AB Ifcjand, in the room 
of three vice>trea8ureril» and of the rea* 


MSS^ FiMe Rmmes' ComUdathn Bill. 

Wynn,.Cr WiW' 

sphjj.for the present measure. I Rennet, hon. HTO 

Tile House then divided: 

For the Amendment. 100 

Against it... 98' 

Majority.......jl...—2 • 

Wften *the r^u^t was' annoanced, it 
was receivecr a-ith'^loud a^id continued 
cheering. , 
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List of the Majority iknd Minority. 


Majority, 

Abercrombie, hon. J. jLa.y!, ho: 
Althorp, lord , • 

Anson, sir G. 

Blackbunie, J. I. 

JBarhaln, Jos. 

Baillic, J. E. 

Bankes, 11. 

Barclay, C. 

Baring, Alex. 

Beach, W.H. 

Birch, J. 

BougUey, sir J. F. 

Brand, hon. T. 

Brougham, H. 


/ 


BroNvue, A. 

Burrcllf hon. P. D. 
Bwrrell, Waiter 
Calvert, C. -» 
Caullield, hon. H. 
Carapltoli, gen. • 
Campbell, l^in. J. 
Cavendish, lord G. 
Chalones^ll. ’* 
Chetwode, sir J. 
Cochrane, lord 
Colthurst, sir N. 
Curwen, J. C. 
Davenport, D. 
Duncan non, lord 
Ebringtun, load 
Egertou, sir J. G. • 
.I'^nioustoue, sir C. 
Fergu .son, sir liTC. 
Finlay, K. 

Fitzgerald, lord W, 
Fitzroy, lord J. 

Fsiley, hon, A. * 
Foley,,Thomas 
Fremantle, W. 
Ga^kell, fi. 

Gordon, B. 

Grenfell, P. 

U^sey, 4 p • 
Hammerslcy, Hugh 
Horner, F, 

Howorth, H. 
Hughes, W. L. 
Lamb, hon. W. 
Latnbton, J. O. • 
J;aBgtoB, W. Gu}tl 


Leader, Wm? 

Lester, B. L. 

Lefevre, C. Shaw 
Lockhart, J. I. 

Lemon, sir Wm. 

Lloyd, sir E. 

Lyttelton, hon. W. 
Macdonald, James 
Madocks, W. A. 
Marryat J. ^ 

Martin, H. 

Methuen, Paul 
Molyneux, H 
Monck, sir C. 

Morlaiid, S. B. 
Morpeth, viscount 
Most yn, sirT., 

Morrfrtfy.* B! 

Moore, Peter 
Newmari? H. W. 
Neylle, hpn. K. 
Hewport, sir J* 

Kdrth, D. 

Oijhorne, lord*Fg 
Parnell, sir H. ■ 
Powlett, hon. W. 
Piersc, JJ. 

Philips, G. 

I*ons.mby, rl. hon. G 
Portman, Ed. B?. 
Prittie, hon. F. A. * 
Proiltieres, {1. 

Prestom tt • 

Banclifm, lord 
Bashleigh, 
llomilly, sir.S. 

Rowley, sir»W. 

Russell, Hobt. Gf., 
Simeon, sir John ' 
Smith,jQhn 
Smytt^ John H. 

Sharp, IL 
Sumger, G. 11 . 
Tiirney, rt.iij' 
vStaen,G.vi( 

\Va%e, J. A. 

Wh'^n, Jdha 
Woreiey,^i|r.'^. 
WilliaiBs, 


Calcraft, John* 

PAIBED OFF. 

Cavendishj hon. C. 
Cocks, hon. J. B. 
Dickinson, W. 
Folkestone, lord 
Gascoyne, Isaac 
Hanbiiry, Wm. 
Northey, Wm. 
OESiiiston,Jord 


nim 

Plumer, Wm./ 
Smith, Sam. ' 

Smith, Abel , 
Shelley, sir T. » 
SeBon, earl of 
Wynn, sir W. W. 

SHOT OCT. 

Coke, Thos, 

Frank, adm. 
Hamilton, lord A. 
Scudamore, R. 
Tjwnshend, lord S. 


Aciand, sir Thos. 
'Addin^n, rt Aon. J. 
Alexa^r, James 
Anstruther, sir J. 
Allan, George 
ApSley, lord 
Arbuthnol, rt. hon. C. 
Bg^well, rt. bon. W. 
Bankes, George 
Barne, M. 

Barry, rt. hon. J. M. 
Bernard, T. * 

Bourne, S. 

Broadhead, T. 11. 
Brogded, James , 
Buller, sir £. 

Calvert, John 
CastlereaglLjyac. 


.,j6inority. 

Lowther, hon. H. 
Lushington, S»B. 
Luttrelf, S. F. 
Maberly, .h 
Macnaghten, E. A.* 
Macq^ueen, T. P. 
March, earl df 
Meade, hon. J. 
•Mellii^, Wm. 
Milne, P. 
lAoore, lord H. 
Moorsom, sir 11. 
Morgan, C. 

Napier, 

Neville, R. 

Nicholl, sir J. 


Odell, William 
O’Neill, hon. J. 


Cawthorm ^ 

Clive, vi*. • . ^ 

Cole, hoA sir G. L. Pitt, W. M- 
Cotter, J. L. Pocock, George 


Palmerston, lord 
Peel, right hon. B. 


Courtenay, Wm. 
Courtenay, T. P. 
btfroker, J. |^r. 
m Curtiis sir y. 
DasAwood, George 
Dawson, G. R. 

S isbrowe, E, 
undas, rt. hon. W. 
Ferguson, J. 

Fane, sirH. 

Fane, J. 

Forester, C. W. 
Freflch, A. 

Carrow, sir W. 
GoulSurn, Ht— * 
Grant, C.jiinr. 

Hall, Ben 
HMt,G.X 
Hill,'rt. hon. sir G. 


Robinson, rt.^on. F. 
Rose, rt. hon. G.” 

St. Raul, sir 11. 

St. Paul, H. . 
.Shepherd, sir S. 
Somerset, lord G. 
Slaniforth, John 
Stewart, A. 

Stewart, hon. Jas. 
Strahan, A. 

Strutt, J. H. • 

Sullivan, rt. hon. J. 
Sutton, rt. hon. C. M*. 
Teed, John • 
Thornton, W. 
Thynne, ferd J. 

Ure, 

Vans^rt, rt. hti..N. 
Ward; hon. J. W., 



Jenkinson, bon. C. / Willifahatn^. 
Kensington,*lodiV White, M. 

Lacon, E. K. 

Leigh, sirtl. H._ ’^W^httOsIey, H. 


B.. 


Lit3eton/^i. Jl * 
l^(Big,TLMn. C 


Y«rke,8irJ.^ . 

^AillEnorr. 

Elhveton, Gabriol, ^ 
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Irvin^J. 
lx>vaine, lord 
Lowth(;r,iJas. 
'Manner^ gen. 
Manning, Wm. 
Pringle, sir Wm. 
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Scott, sir Wm. 
Seym|)ur,lord 11. * 
Sheldon, R. 

Stirling, sir W. 
Stopfora, hon. sir E. 
Valletort, lord 


Mr. Ponsonby said, that the arguments 
used by the gentlemen opposite, in favour 
of the vice-treasurer having a seat in par¬ 
liament, had been chiefly founded on the 
magnitude of hia salary; that salary being 
now reduced to 5,000/. a year, and the 
same grounds no loii tor ex isting, be 
should think it his duty,'''S>h ths thifd 
reading of the bill, to opppse the^clausc. 
for givmg that officer a seat in the' tllouse, 
if minist^s had the face to propose it 
after what had just taken place. * 

*" The Chancellor of the Exchequer main¬ 
tained, that it was not on account of the 
magnitude of his proposed salary that* it 
was intended to givd the vice-treasurer for 
Ireland a seat in^parliameat, but it had 
been considered that a perspn entrusted 
with so high a charge must necessarily 
be flt to si^in that House, and could not 
but prove an acquisition to it. 

Mr. Tierney wishcci to know what qua¬ 
lities, in the opinion of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, rendered a i^^^t to hold 
a seat in that House \ 

Mr. Bankes objected to the cn?ation of] 
a deputy ter dllable the vice-treasurer to 
have a seat in that House, unless he 


treasurer should remainin Ireland, where ft 
the monies were to be issued, and* not * 


augment the number of placemen in par¬ 
liament. * . 

Sir John Newport said, the dejmty 
would have the control of the whole office 
while the vicc-treasurer was absent in par¬ 
liament ; what then became of all the ar¬ 
guments about reepoq^ibility« 
The bill was orders to be read a tliirS 
time on Wednesday. ' — 

' l^sotvENj Debtors.] Sir C. Monck^ 
after adverting to the report o&^hc qptp- 
mittee upon the operation mid progress 
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cure the clemency of the law to unavoid¬ 
able raisfurtuue; therefme a large discre¬ 
tion would be granted by^the bill whic^ 
he proposed, to the commissioner of the 
insolvency court, to enable that merito¬ 
rious gentleman to discriminate between 
fraud ai^'J misfortune. The hon. baronet 
conclude^ with moving for leav£' to bring 
in a bill to amend, th^'acrofl/ast session, 
and To give flirther powers to the court 
appointed by that a':t.' 

Sir C., iiur-rc/^ understanding that this 
was to be merely’a temporary bill, would 
not oppo»a it. He had witnessed several 
frauds which had been committed by 
debtors, he was^lad to find that some 
mode likely to be adopted by which 
the Jionest and industrious tradesman 
might be protected. 

Mr. Lockhart trusted that the House 
would feel that the committee had come 
to a proper decision in proposing only a 
temporary measure. The whole object 
of the bill was to give power to the com- 
nyssioners, if it should be found that 
debtors had been guilty of gross injustice 
toward^ their creditors, either in contract¬ 
ing debts without adequate means of pay¬ 
ing them, or in squandering money *0 take 
from them the benefit of the act. ^nd cog,- 
flne them for a certain tinse.* He had 


foregoAebtffnejected meas«rc for entirely 

suppressing the insolvent debtor’s court 

. ^ e .X 1 r v.- in favour of the present bill.—*Leave was 

sbotild* be paid out of the salary of his „ivfln 

principal. He. contended th^ the vicer^ * * * . 


of the Insolvent that it was that any abuse would take 

deemed jnosi expedi^) temporary 

meAur^ to suspend ^e evil consequences 
ofiitbat act, leaving i^o a fqture session 
• *’to Consider of an efTectqRl^emedyfbr all 
^ts^'Ilf «0$cts. hatjfbw act had disap- 
pouttpd jS^neral exw^tton, tWre could 
nqf ;b9*i| ; ror 'the aet fiad been 

fo^i^ torUb to coDsideiwlcrfra^d. 
ifriras thought deBirab\ to ae* 


HOUSE, OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, June 18. 

At.ibm Bill.] Ou the question for 
the third rca'ding of the Alien Bill, 

The Earl of St. Germans supported the 
bill,/contending tlmt the spirit of Jaco- 
bihisg) was not yet ext^guished, and 
though it was down, yet this bili was nc- 
'bessary to keep it down. Alien bills had 
been o4 most important service to the 
country for more than 20 years past; qo 
^abuse ni^ taken place in their execution, 
|an4^here was not the slightest reason to 


pace in the oxocution of this bill. If the 
bill were not •enacted, this country might 
bjuame th^resort of the tnost dlkaffected 
iemk whose prsycts might be pregnant 
with joWer to w peace of thia country 
and of Europe^ 

The fiarl offi^arnley thought it a roost 
l^llacioiu^gtltnent, thet because there 
dAr)og.» period of vat. 
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tltal therefore a measure of that descrip* 
tion was necessary in a time of peace. It 
might as well jie said that the suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus ought to be conti* 
nued, because it had once or twice been 
necessary. He thought the apprehension 
of danger now to be absurd; ji' aliens* 
werctlispflsed ta^p^ot against thilfgovern- 
ment how wsslTlhey^to-set ^out it ? Or 
if they came to thirf^untr^to cons|)ire 
against the Bourboim how aould th^y 
carry any project into (iQ^t? No neces* 
sity whatever jiad been proved ilo cxjst 
for this measure, nor any reason esta¬ 
blished why they shoiM resort to such a*j 
departure from the principles con¬ 
stitution, and from the practice that 

hospitality for which we had been uistin- 
guished towards foreigners. 

The Earl of Morlet/ observed, that the 
question was not whether the bill which 
had*hitherto existed should continue, but 
whether a restricted measure should be 
enacted, and that a temporary one. Was 
the state of Europe such that all the 
danger which had before existed was to 
be supposed removed by the magic#of the 
signature of the treaty of peace ? It had 
been ai^ued that the bill might be used 
toufavour^ yie objects of the French go¬ 
vernment. Suppose two or th ree ^mem¬ 
bers of tile Buonaparte laMily,* and *a 
number of their adherents wejje to come 
to this country and settle at Dover, hold¬ 
ing consult c(untnunicati«n with France, 


1^13.1 
tlie ar- 
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now ^lapsed: but it seemed, from 
guments of ministers, as if the safety'of 
the country was still in danger, and that ' 
great battle had been fought in vain. It 
had been argued, that because we had 
had a measure of greater severity for ‘20 
years, we ought still to have a moditied 
one for two years longer; but the two 
cases were diametrically opposite. He 
conjured their lordships to reflect, that if 
they pcrjR}|}ted any of fhe rights of the 
people to be attac^d by a side-wind, there 
was >vi know'i'jig'wfiere the example might 
stop. The m|a8ure now under their con- 
sidcrafl^ he pronounced an attacktin the 
SOtli chapter of Magna Charta, aj^d on the 
.livv of habeas corpus, by which every map, 
residing in this country was protected in - 
his person and property.« He deprecated 
the, principle that the private opinions of 
individuals should beoome the subject of 
investigation by the government, or that 
whole classes of people should be placed 
without the protection of the law, on ac¬ 
count o{ opinions which they were supposed 
to entertain. If opinions were ridiculous 
they ought to be scouted: if specious to be 
argued against! if seditious to be pro* 
secuted. alien were to enter into 

plots lios^^Altfij^ace of this or other 
tountriesiliis cobvimob and punishment 
might be^afely trusted to the Jaws of the 
land. If the power was placed in the 
bands of ministers of i^oiog with allbns»ag 
they pleased* foreign states^must be aware 


o ^ ^ -- »j ^ o • -- 

would not that give jiftt cause of utieasi- ^fit; qiidafefusal on the part of ministers 
ness to the French government, and could rto acquiesce in the demands of these states 


our government see tlia*i uneasinessHvith 
indiftbrence ? Let their lordships con¬ 
sider what, but for the mirarjilous result 
of the battle of Waterloo, might have 
been the present situation of this coqptry 
and of Kurupe. •Let' them cautiousj^ 
avoid every thir\g that had, ^ tendency to 

-__ __/» -_?_/*_i 


might unnecessarily compromise the peace 
of^the country. Wliac tfccasion was there 
to heightbn the possibility of new causes 
of misunderstanding, when they were quite 
numerous enough already? The royal 
duke then quoted a passage from sir Wil¬ 
liam JTemple’s Memoirs. That able states- 
1 • 1 " .1 


renew th# posi>ibility of a successful com- I man, speaking of thevauses which cofitri- 
... r. ... .. ' tjje Qp the united pro-■ 

vinces, remarked that ihe civif wars ia 
France, Germany, and Eagland, bhd 


bination against the repose of’ the world. 

Much had been said of the evil* of ex- 

clyding from this country foreigners of _, __ „_, _ 

fortune skill, and industry. Bin wu it greatly incased the native ^warrns of in¬ 
to ba^lieved that any foreigners^of tnat habitants b}' inu ltit udes oflmen who carfie 
desgription, would be deterred from coim >Co seek tha&^^^eoSKSlBuKtrebdMi in Holland 


ing to this country because <tbe govern¬ 
ment was armed with poweriif to resist the 
machinatftns of ^hnse who wished to^dfSV 
turb the public tranquillity*? ^ > 

The Duke of Sussex heWq with remark¬ 
ing, that that day was j;h1Unniver8ary of 
tlm battle of Waterloo. Swee thdt ever- 
memorable day,yrliich had iSam(y<w^bly es¬ 
tablished 0 # mUit^ glory, a yegNhdd 


which the]i'could ojyn 

country. It was t^s bospi^ity tm stran¬ 
gers, sir W#i«. 'I^mple added, which mab% 
these plovinces^^l^ sommiqp asyl|im of all 
the miserable men di^very country; nor 
could the IfhteB-i^nem bej^evaiie^pan 
by any cotnderatfoite oifijre^ connexion 
or ttoy ti^nces ,of foreign ambassadors^, 
to den^^cm an aavlum. In another 
IT 
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present rate of expenditure, is most un- 
doubted. 

Sir, I desifenot to be understood as des¬ 
ponding of the state of the country. Des- 

I pondency is no part of the feeling with 
which 1 view its situation. A great coun¬ 
trylike this, if its affairs are conducted with 
pruftenc^ and wisdom, can always com¬ 
mand sufficient resources to meet anj exi¬ 
gency : it has only to look its difficulties 
fairly in the face, and to ascertain their na¬ 
ture and extentinordertomertthem. But 
1 think there is no man wlio can doubt.that 
the financial difficulties of this aountrycat 
the present nmment are of the mosUco'.'r', 
ous nature, retiring the utmost pruAcnce 
and the most vigorous counsels. Tw mi¬ 
nisters have latterly begdti to talJmnJch of 
economy—1 shall think it a great mafterif 
the motion 1 am to have the honour of sub¬ 
mitting to you, slTall draw from themade- 
clarationof some specific plan of retrench¬ 
ment—shall induce them to depart from 
the general ex[)resBions in which they have 
hitherto indulged—shall bring them to 
state distinctly to the House what their 
view is of the savings they can intro¬ 
duce—and shall obtain for us a distinct 
and profsisc pledge uppn this subject. 

• 1 have all along. Sir, felt the greatest 

surprise, that under the present circum-' 
stances, miniltcrs themselves haVe not had 
recourse to the wisdom of parliament for 
advice—titht they have not called on the 
Hqpac to exercise its ovfh wisdom in this 
critical emergency—that they lia^ not 
at once determined to submit the<|||sneral 
state of the finances to a committee of this 
House, instead of contenting themselves 
with resorting to temporary expedients to 
meet the immediate pressure. All, Sir, 
that in thesotfircumstdfices can be done by 
an individual like*tnysclf is, to state to|he 
House the view 1 entertain of this matter 
—to Id^ before it, as accurately as 1 cas, 
the actual state of our finances at thc.pre- 
sent mSment, and the’ prospect tliat is af- 
fvded for the future—thus endeavouring 
to discharge what 1 conceive a impst im¬ 
portant duty, and leaving it to the House 
to adopt such measures as in its wi^dm^ 
it shall think fit. * 

My resolutions have onfy the humble 
4)bjeet in view of stating what 1 apprehend 
to be the facts of the case, on the measures 
which it may be neoessa^ to take iu con¬ 
sequence of the situation of thipgs. I do 
not nipan to submifT an •opinion—this 1 
shall leave to Ael^usc—but certain 1 am, 
that no morewp^rtant su^ct.evcr occu- 
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pied its attention. 1 am aware, that 
any thing likf perfect ocqwacy c jmot be 
expected from me, I bmc taken ail the * 

' pains in my power to bh as accurate as 
possible, and 1 should feel justly ashamc|, 
if 1 were to submit a y^atement tp tjjn 
House without having done so, ^ut gen¬ 
tlemen will he aware, that any j^erson not 
possessing the facilities of official informa¬ 
tion, must find it difficult to arrive at per¬ 
fect correctness in a matter of this nature. 
To be detected in a slight inaccuracy will 
give me no sort of pain; and, on the other 
hand, if it c^n be sliojyn that 1 am mate¬ 
rially wrong m my calculation, I shall feel 
! the greatest satisfaction ; for every person 
I has an interest in finding that tlx; situation 
of the country is not in truth so alarming 
as 1 conceive it to be, vi^hich miSst,greatly 
outweigh any mortification of the little 
personal vanity attaehed to the accuracy 
of a statement such as this. 1 have endea¬ 
voured to rend///my statement as concise 
as possible;’and for this purpose, and for 
the sake of greater clearness, I have not 
taken the total produce of tbe taxes, nor the 
total expenditure. All I have done is, to 
state frem the votes of thcfflousc, and the 
estimates laid^pon thetaL^,thc expend!- ' 
ture of the yepr, e;fclusive of the charges 
upon the consolidated fund;—an^on the 
other band, 1 have taken the revenue of the 
year, exclusive of flie income of the con¬ 
solidated fuad. For the same Jasons 1 
have not 4akcri Ireland separately, but 
have incluScd her income and expenditure 
in the general statement for the Hmited 
empire, as if the treasuries were already 
consolidated. With tliese sobservations 1 
snail proceed to detail the statements of 
fact, included in the resolutions which 1 
am about to propose. 

The first resolution states that there lias 
'been voted for the siritij^e of the navy, 
tiuring the present yeat-i the sum of 
10,114,34'5, 11s. 7d. IT^^yxt five Reso¬ 
lutions state, that, exclusive <;^'<<^!;i^arniy 
in France the East Indies, tBe su^r 
^otAl for the army, including tbe com&^- 
sariat and barrack department, amount 
10,5S7597|^. 19s. 6d. The seventh reso¬ 
lution states tbe sums voted for the ord¬ 
nance exclusive of 6ie corps in Trance, 
amounting *10 1,696,185^. 3s. 2rf. 'inc ‘ 
eighth resolution states*that the miscella¬ 
neous services are estmihied aic^,0(K),00l)/. 
.Tbethre4 next resolutions stite, that thera» 
have been voted'for theintere^andsink¬ 
ing fund ofl exchequer bikiS).«outst^tding 
2,260,000/.—For discharging certain ■an- 
1 I 
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nuitidi([ 174,681/. 2s, 6r/—For paying offtle- 
t)entur*^807;i0Si5/. The tw^ltih resolution 
*' states Uiat theil is payable upon exche¬ 
quer bills outstaijding 1 ,.'j0(>,0(X)/. The ihir- 
tfecnth, lhattheremust be provided towards 
t hede^ due t/i tlie Fast India company 
14S7ly*hC ] "js. 4r/. and the fourtecntli reso¬ 
lution statc.3-jlhe total nmnunt of iheafores* 
said sums being 30,0So,761/. 10&'. Id., be¬ 
ing the uinouiit so f.)r as the same can be 
at present luscertoined of tlie expenditure f 
to be detiayed by Orcat Britain within the 
present year, exclusive of the charp^s 
upon the donsolidated fun^, but includ¬ 
ing the proportion payable by Ireltwid. ^ 
With regard to Ireland, it appears that 
so far froai being able to pay her propon- 
tion of tlie expenditure of the united king¬ 
doms, sums actually applied to defray 
the charge on account of the iiatiimal 
debt in the year cncKng the 5th January 
last amounted in Irish currency to j 
6,369,170/. .5s. 9</.,*wIiilsNth^Bett revenue j 
paid into the exchequer diTnng tljc same 
year was only 5,752,861/. 5s. llnf. leaving a 
deficiency of th^ revenue to defray the char¬ 
ges of the national debt amounting to 
616,308/. 19s, cod. in Irish curaency. I 
am aware thav,.hc total charge on the na¬ 
tional debt of Ireland, hs it stood on the 5th 
of Jaifcary isf6, exceeds'the sum which* 
was actually applied during the year to de¬ 
fray that charge because there were addi¬ 
tional Iq^ns contracted in theicourse of the 
year, thcchargeon which, though constitut¬ 
ing part ofthe clifirgeoa the delkas itexUf- 
ed at the close of the yi^ar, did not fall to be 
defrayed till the course ofthe present year. 
But, on the other hand, additional tax^s 
were laid on during the past year of which 
the whole effect would not be felt before 
the close of the year; and being desirous 
as much as possible to avoid exaggeration, 
1 have though t.«iH better to leave sout* 
both sides of iiiis accaunt, and to assumd 
the actual dfficiency of last year as the 
critelKT.'tfAaat which wc are to expect 
'^lij^ring'^hc present. 

^s Ireland is thus incapable of detfrajf- 
—ing even the charges on her national debt, 
it is evident tlwt she can con^ibute no- * 
thing either to the expensaof hw civil list 
and other pcrmaneift charges', or to the 
•^pVbportion pa;^ble under thft treaty of 
uoioi^owards the joint expenditure of the 
uait'etnciifgQom f but ?liat, on the cotUrary, 

• these chargd^ and expenses muSt be proj 
vided fo^iotherwise thad out of the reve- 
tbatdpountry. The exphdse of the 
civU list and other permanent charges in* 
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Ireland, appears*to have amounted in the 
last year to 500,915/. 7s. 2d, Irish cur¬ 
rency ; which added to the above defi¬ 
ciency for defraying the charge on tlte 
national debt, amounts to 1,117,224/.'7s. I 
Irish currency, being 1,031,28-1/. Os. 4i/.*'’ 
•British, to be in future otherwise provided 
for than out of the revenue oT Ireland. 
These facts are stated in the ]5rh, 16tii, 
and 17tli re.soliitions. In the 18ih reso¬ 
lution, it is stated, tlurt the balance due 
by Ireland to Great Britain on the 5th of 
Juqi'iury last, arising from the payments 
mnde by eaeh country respectively on 
»^cv»eunt of the joint charges of the united 
kinnlom, amounted in Bntish currency to 
2,94£,280/. 8s. 1 Id. ; and that on the same 
day ihej:e,$;euiuilTed in the Exchequer of 
IreRmtIan unappropriated balance,amount¬ 
ing in British currency to 1,336,695/. 6s. 
5d. I suppose this last sum to be a fund 
applicable to the payment of the former 
sum; and it is obvious that the result is 
the same as if they were carried respec¬ 
tively to their proper sides of the general 
account. I have thought the mode I have 
adopted the clearest and more simple; I 
have therefore deducted the latter sum 
from the former, ]f’hich shows a«baiance, 
being a farther sum to be provided on • 
account of Ireland for the present year, 

' amounting to 1,605,58.5/. 2f. (id. In the 
19th resolution, the wliole of the above 
sums are adcied together, and tifu resolution 
states, that suppftsiu^the deficiency•s'X.the 
revenue of Ireland in the present year to 
be thcdsame as in the last, they will form 
i the whole expens^ of the united kingdom 
during the present year, so far as the same 
can be at present ascertained, ex<^usive of 
the charges on the consolidated fund of 
Great Britain, anS of the acharges sup¬ 
posed to be provided i9e by the revenue 
of Ireland, amounting in all to the sum of 
@2,722,630/. i2s. lid. This, thdi, is the 
expenditqre to be psovided for in the pre¬ 
sent year, • ' • • 

I come now. Sir, to stSte the Ways and 
Means^or defraying this expenditure by 
monies received or receivable within the 
y^Cfr: and here 1 am content to take the 
statement oi^ the right bon. gentleman. 
In the 20tb* resolution these ways and 
means .are stated to have been calovlated 
as follows: 

From the Surplus of Grants 

for the year 1815.,£.5,663,755 

From the Surplus of the Con¬ 
solidated Fund3,000,000 
From the Annual Xax|s 3,000,000 
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From the War Duties rf Cus¬ 
toms and Excise . 3,500,000 

From Lottery . 300,000 

From Unclaiaied Dividends... 301,310 
From Monies unapplied in the 

. Exchequer . 1-10,000 

From old Naval Stores. GUKOOti 


Amounting ih all to .i£’.16,58A,976 

The 21st resolution states the deficiency 
of these ways and means to meet the 
oxpenditure, amounting to lOjlSTifeW. 
Vls.Wd. • 

Since I first announced these rc^)ftf-’ 
tions to the House, his royal higli;le.ss’s 
ministers have declared their intention of 


issuing a new coinage, the*exprft.i"'jjti 
ing which measure they have stated 
likely to amount to 500,000/.; it also 
appears that therh is a surplus unappro¬ 
priated remaining of a loan made in Eng¬ 
land for the service of Ireland, during 
the last year, amounting to 2,622,000/. 
and that there is due in Ireland on ac¬ 
count of treasury bills, &c. a sum of 
101,653/., leaving a sum to be added to the 
ways and means of the present year, for 
the service of the united kingdom, amount- 
> ing to 2,520,S'!*?/., from which sum, if the 
above sum of 500,000/. the expense pf the 
coinage, be tdken, there will remmn a sflm 
of ways and nwiMts- ibr the p|e8ent year 
amounting *to 2,020,347/. which must be 
deducted from the deficiency before stated 
of 16,137,654>/. 12s. fid.; and the balance 
will show tlie deficiency to be aK^ually 
provided for during the present year by 
loans which have been, or must be made, 
amounting jto 14,117,307i. 124. lid.; 
these circumstances are stated in the 22d 
and four folloiving resoiutions. It will be 
in the recollection' of the House that tj)0 
sums proposed the oth«r evening by the 
right b9n. gentleman opposite, the chan« 
cctlors of the English and Irisli exche¬ 
quers, to be raised for th’o service of the two* 
kiiDgdoms by mea'ns of advances from the 
bank^ and.ihe issue of government^aper, 
amount to aurch about this sum, which is 
sufficient to show that in its genCrdl f and leavi 
result at least the statement^ have made 
is not very far from accurate*. 

Xbe last (ffiject,. Sir, of the resolutions 
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sums as do not properly procecyf from 
the reVenue •of the ycay, andJire* not. 
likely to recur in futunc years, to as¬ 
certain what is the actual expense of tlm 
serv’ces of this year compared with th 3 
actual revenue of the year'. In th'„-27m 
resolution, therefore, I have ^5.t5.{od the 
amount of the sums due for the ordnance 
service of 1814 and 1815 for payment 
of the debentures under the 43d of the 
king;—the debts to the East India com¬ 
pany and to the bank of England, and the 
bffianctj due by Ireland on, account of 
payments nuide in funner years, making 
together 4,9(51,603/. 1 Is. yd. In the 28th 
resoluttoif I have stated the reductions 
[ti'oposed by estimate to bo made from the 
charge of the staff of the army, which in die 
present year it appears amounts to 4*0,287/. 
12i^., but in future years will amount to 
81,597/. 6 a-. 5d. inakiifg in future years a 
further saving in the expense of the army 
of 41,309/. 14a, od. In the 29th resolu¬ 
tion 1 have stated the reduction from the 
estimate of the ordnance, amounting in 
the present year to 137,^507/. 5s.,but in 
future years to 175,950/. 1 Os., making in 
future yftars ai'urtber s!ivi]^g of 42,652/. 
.5a. In the 30tb respluiton-^t appears that 
if these several sums umqpntiug in all to 
1*5,045,565/. l{).s. 8d. be taken from the 
above sura of 32,722,630/. 12a. lid., the 
total expenditure of tVie present year, there 
will remain a'sum of 27,677,065/.t2A. 3d., 
being whaf may properly be considered 
tlie expenditure of the year 1816, and as 
the future annual,, expenditure ot the 
country, excepting so far as Wie establish- 
iqents shall be reduced, aiM with the ex¬ 
ception of savings from the falling in of 
half pay and other incidental ex[)ense9. 
In like manner in the 31st resuhitiou, 1 
have deducted from the total of the ways 
*and»means of the presdh*Mj^ar, the sums 
Arising from the sutplus oi\grants of the 


I propose is, by separating from • the ex¬ 
penditure of the present y«far, such charges 
as do not pfoperly belong to the services 
of the jfear, and aw not likely to recur in 
iMture years; flnd by separating in like 
msi^ner from Aliei«ways and means such 
(VOL. XXXI\^.f *** “.‘^ 


.raj 


les 
Saval 


last year, from unclaimedqiy 

unapplied iu the exclid^er; . , __ 

stores, maki|g in all 6,784,ll76/.rwhijJ5L • 
ckntffit he properly considered as proceed^- 
ing from the receipts of the present year*' 
and Icavii^ what may prr^erly be consi¬ 
dered as me ways and means so proceed¬ 
ing, and as ways and’means likely to con¬ 
tinue in imf future year,*if the taxes Hi?’' 
not become leks productive, amou nting to 

y,Boo,oo()/. ' ^ 

, In the*last resolution 1 have deducted • 
tUisium from the ^ove sum of 27f(>77,065/. 
i^2a 3<L, gl^wil^ a remainder ef M?,877ifi4kfi/. 

' 2s. Sd., which forms the deficiency in tho* 
(3K) 


• X 
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X 

nul 

'of\ 


mvonul to m^t the permanent esficndi- 
t tufe'ofVe country likely t6 recur in fu¬ 
ture years, so Ivng as the present esta- 
Mkhments are kept up, with tlie exception 
<j [ sav mgs from.the falling-in of pensions, 
haSPpay, and other incidental expenses, 
but excl^ive of the future charge on tlie 
sum to be n‘ow raised to make good the 
deficiency of the present year; this, there¬ 
fore, is the sum which the country has to 
make good by one or both of two means, 
the curtailing its expenditure, or the aug¬ 
menting its revenue. ^ • 

In order to mhet an et;penditure of 


/ thrown almost at the eommencewent of 
the campaign on a foreign country; the 
contest was decided by a victory that bung 
on the turn of a balance more nicely 
poised than ever before trembled with so 
vast a result. The consequence in point 
of exj'jcnditure was accordingly felt, and 
savings arose, as this House has already 
heard' from the right hon. gentleman, 
which are left now in their hands dis- 

f tosable, of five millions Snd a half in Eng- 
and, and two millions and a half in Ireland, 
on li'hich they never could have calcu- 
l^fed. llie right hon. gentleman cannot 


27,677,000/. we have a reverfue of'lVav^gone to bed a single night without 

f 1_•__ _ _1,..__ —m. M. ^ 


leaving an actual deficiency 
short V 18,000,000/. pA 


9,800,q0(V, 
vary little 
annum. .1 do not think that ftoy gentle¬ 
man w’ho hears nfe, can view this state of 
afiairs without alarm: I may have una¬ 
voidably fallen into some trifling errors, 
but 1 shall be much sur-orised if any ma¬ 
terial difference can be'8ho^n between 
this statement and the truth, and I again 
call on the right hon. gentleman opposite 
to point out, ffom the accuracy of his offi¬ 
cial information, rftiy mistake which 1 have 
. made j if he (cannot, certainly *no more 
important sulQect can occupy the atten¬ 
tion qf this Ilouse, and U has appeared, 
to me that it was the imperative duty of 
any member, who, fi^om having bestowed 
his attention on the subject, had come to 
this conclusion, to state it In bis place to 
the House and to the country’.* What may 
be thp course i(?is fit to pursue in order to 
apply a remedy to thn most alarming state 
of tnings, although perhaps 1 may have 
formed an ojiinion, it does not.become 
me to decide; I have not sufficient; in¬ 
formation to do so with confidence, nor 
sufficient authority to do it with success ; 
this iafornration and authority rest witl] 
the minister^.«}#ffe. The present situa¬ 
tion of afi:ai^cannot*be new to them: for 
yestKS past tlPay^»nust have had something 
Jike nn their contemplation. 

*^Vhen theentered on theSvar last^ear, 
I then took the liberty of suggesting that 
the state of the finances was such as to 
lender it in thbt view alone anll^^ertaking* 
•f very doubtful propriety. Trom the 
jjjpment they entered on the war, mlnis- 
I tera must have had Ibis resiilt distinctly 
Result has even been 
more favourable than they coul(| have pos- 
• siWy eitQgcted; they cjjuld not have cal- 
cuwed #b the war being brought fb so 
speedy a Wnfination, or on* tlie expense 
of tSte of the army bemg 


havirf^ had this result present to his 
thouvhts. I call upon him now to declare 
to t|^- -Hedse what steps he proposes tn 
take in this so long foreseen emergency. 
From the noble lord in the blue ribbon 
I do not expect much Assistance. He is 
too much occupied in governing France 
to have leisure to bestow on the affairs of 
England; but the right hon. gentleman 
must have some plan to communicate. 
It is impossible that in a state of things 
such as I have described, with his accu¬ 
rate knowledge of the detail, but he must 
he prepared to state his opinion to the 
House of the means by which the dangers < 
of so glarming a situation may bo averted. 

The right hon; gentlcmaii has made it 
a matter of boast, that a sum of I think 
3,000,000/. of debt has bech paid off 
during the year.' But, in the first "place, 
the ^fght hon. gentleman has omitted to 
state Mliat in his calculation the sinking 
fund was taken, and it is no great matter 
of exultation to state that, by means of the 
sinking fund, the debt has been diminished 
3,000,000/.; and in the next place the 
right hon. gentleman omitted to state that 
tlvs effect was only produced in conse¬ 
quence of having 5,000,000/. of a disposa¬ 
ble surplus-from the grants of l^t year, 
owing tO' the unlooked for termination of 
the war, and the circuinstanccB which at¬ 
tended it. But the riglit hon. gentleoian 
and bis majesty’s ministers well knew 
when they proposed the present establiah- 
mdnts, that those establishments in this 
year of peffee would exceed by 5 or 
6,000,000/. ftie whole revenue of the 
coimti^, not of the present year,'but of 
the last year when government possessed 
the whole of thS income tax and the whifle 
of the •war revenue. They knew-^they 
could not hoc Icnoi#--that they w^i^ pro¬ 
posing establishments to be kmt up in 
peace e^iceeding by many miaioBa the 
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highest rerenue ever dra*n in a period of no savings they can make would any 
war. Tile expenditure properly of this year proportion to exigency. The njolf se- 
is about 29,0d0,00(V., the charge on tlie cretary at war stated on a former hccasien ' 
consolidated fund, as on the 5th of Ja- that the reduction of 20,tXX) men would 
nuary last is 43,3W,000/.; the proper ex- not, save above 400,000, or 500,000’. 
penditure therefore of the country this The noble lord in the blue ribbon ad- 
War is about 72,390,000/., while the* mitted, that taking extraordinaries end 
wboke oPthe- revenue, including the in- ^11 into view, it might save a million; but 
come tax was on the 5th of April last only if a reduction of 20,000 men will pro- 
about 66,000,000/.; so that the chlarges duce only a saving of a million, how can 
on the consolidated fund, and the expense we possibly meet the difficulties I have 
of the establishments for the present year, described ? The ministers have held out, 
exceed the whole revenu'e of last yctlt^ by tliat all these estimates are framed on the 
above 6,000,000/. And then She riglit lowest possible scale. .No reduction can 
bon. gentleman talks of congratula/kg,.. be made from the force in the colonics 
the country on pat'ing off 3,000,(X)4/. of , and if net now, when can it ? Will our 
debt, and his ' majesty’s rainisters'ttake polonies in any part of the world ever he 
credit for their disposiuen t{k econpmy. in stat^ of greater security than lliey 
But when did ministers first talk ot* fltak- are at present? We haye heard instated 
ing reductions i Not till parliament re- that fewer than 28,000 men cannot main- 
fused the income tax. The House ought tain tranquillity in Ireland. They have 
^ways to remember that in difficulties been called 25,000, but in the number 
ministers uniformly ask for money; but, the gentlengcn f^Srgot to include the offi- 
paradoxical as it may seem, the best way cers. Is it supposed that the number can 
in such cases to make the two ends meet hereafter be reduced in Ireland? From 
is to refuse to give money; recourse must our mode of governing Itjgland and the 
then be had of necessity to economy, the success which has attended it, we ought 
best of all revenues; while money can be rather look to the necc<^sity of an in- 
had th^l'e will ncver.be .any thought of crease. Forirfbrly, when 12,000 men were • 
, savings in expenditure. asked for Ireland and when that number 

And, after all, what savings have been ' was objected tt> as too grbat, it wus said 
produced ? k*' is mutter rather offcidioaity that the gentry in Ireland did not consider 
than of importance to state their adiount. themselves safe without at least 12,000 
They consist of a small 6um*in the staff men: now, tron'ever; it would seem tliat 
of the ariny, and a siftall sum in the fewer thai% 28,000 will not do. *Thia is 
ordnance departmeflt: out of su«h an fhe usual {Progress where.force is resorted 
expenditure as I have' stated, npnisters to in the governtnent of countries. If 
propose to save 177,000/. This the you look to other countries you will see 
reduction they have made on the expen- how soon a government l^rns the habit 
diture of our army, navy, .and ordnance, df not ’being able to govern with few sol¬ 
being 23,000,000/. If compared with the didf-s, and how soon the people learn the 
whole expenditure it is trifling indeed; habit of not obeying without money, 
but if comparediwith the amount of the Then the number of men in tin's kingdom 
particular branches on which the reduc- ‘ cannot be lessened nthile you have ao 
tions lieve been made, the^ qcquire mor^ Jarge a force elsewber^/^hich the army 
importance. The wjiole staffthe army in England will supply, atM to which it 
Was originally estimated at 315,000/., and must bear a certain 
Cbesaving un thh head is 81,0001. The therefore, im hope of reduc^mJlw^WiMi- . 
ordnance extraordinaries amounted ori- blishment Held out in the languag^r 
ginaljy to 432,000/. the saving *on this views of the ministers. •. . 

sum is no less than 126,000/. The H^use* But w^t sort of a rediv^tion must it be 
will see from this, that though it is not in from an^stal|[Tshment stated to be the 
the contemplation of minfeters to make very lowest possible which can meet the 
such* savings as will be effiictual, yet, emergencies of our case, <f only a miHfcr- 
when they choose and are comp*ellea to can be saved by the reduction of 20,0W 
make savings, they mayvbe considerable, men ? I do not. Sir, tPCHiclude^tWiNiWs, 

I believe that very important savings may that gr^t savings cannot be* made, but 
be made, but it will 4>nly be doHe by the 'do. conclude that the views q^ministers 
compulsatory power of this House—for, are not eueh as to admit qf ttCeat 
according to .toe Af^meat of ministers,* being made and I concludelarther, flat 

S • • • 


t 



f 


963;j HOUSE OF COMMONS, Stale o/the Public Finances. [984 

they'',nre either wholly ignorant of our year afford a similar advance. What, 

situfitiKn, or wholly incapable of Eiceting then, is the future plan of the right hon. 
' its difficulties. Let them give up their gentleman? What docs he‘propose to do 

own views^_let \hcm abandon their own in future years ? lie congratulates him- 

opinions and adopt the moderate and pru- self upon having got surprisingly well 
d,ent views and oninions which have been through the present; but what does he 


inculcated on thtjn from this side of the 
House—'dnd much may be done. But 
should be glail to hear from them whai 
epecihe reductions they propose hereafter 
to make. I desire from them a distinct 
statement of the views tlicy entertain in 
this respect—and I demand of them whit 
precise pledge they will give for the large 
savings they have promised' by wjuch to, 
meet tliis exigency. 

I havevnow, Sir, done with the expcij- 
dHure, and come to the consi^leratioii of 
the reyemjc ; and I will ask the right lion, 
gentleman if lie really believe there is a 
rational ground of expectation of such an 
increase of the revcmie ns wiil cover the 
dcficioney I have stated, by thp prudoee of 
any taxes which he can impose, or which 
can be wi nng fi om the people of this coun¬ 
try. 1’iie revpnne is indeed sinking and 
falling. If gentlemen look to the papers 
on the table, fthey will find an, increase 
stated,compared witli last yl:ar ol' 

—no great increase- in a revenue of 
BG,()0W,(100/. iJiit coiupm'ing the excise” 
and customs of the three l.ist quarteis 
with the returns of th/Tf three corresponding 
<]uarters in the year precedyig, there is a 
cunsiddrahlc (liniinution. On, the whole, 
the cust'iins have fallen ofi'TOU.OOO/.; an?(l 
thoujfh the excise has irscreased on the 
excise tinJ customs taken togetlicr, there 
is a falling oH\pf about 800,000/. while the 
increase of the whole revenue of 4‘8.'j,665/. 
is more than accounted for by the rust; in 
the item of stamps on which large addi¬ 
tional duties were imposed last yeSr. The 
prospect is cheejless. and 1 see no hope 
of its brighttudff?^ is a subject auovo 
all others pa/iful to dwell on, but 1 would 
gentleman whether the 
^lich liivc been pr^ented to this 
l(5;iuse from all parts of the country »ffovd 
,«the prospect of an increasing revenue, or 
oven of a rcve,nue likely to continue at its* 
present height ? I wiiJh,' tmSfefore, to 
know whai plan under these circumstances, 
chaiieiilloi* of tlie excheq^ier has to 
submit ft»r the .future conduct of the 
The«-loan*from the bank is but 
^ a temporar)* expedient, and this resource 
* must Much us that wealthy corgprd- 
tion has able to heap togeUier at the 
of the public, it cannot every 


. contemplate hereafter ? At present, while 
he would have us believe in the probable 
resumption of cash payments by the bank, 
he builds his whole finance on a system of 
advances hy the bank, which must make 
such resumption impossible. Does he 
loojp; to increased issues of p-iper hy the 
b?nk and a recuirence of the dt predation 
currency to lessen the {)ressure of ’ 
the ji^ayments by government, and to ren¬ 
der litat of the taxes more easy ? If he 
hava any plan, it must be this—and no- 
thiit^Can be more tnischievous. But I 
sincerely believe that the riglit lion, gen¬ 
tleman has no plan at ^-il, that he is only 
going on from day to day as occurrences 
turn lip, trusting to his stars I'or extracta- 
tiun. It is for the House and the country 
to consider Iiow far this sort of proceeding 
is consistent with its safety. If 1 can ob¬ 
tain from the right lion, gentleman a pledge 
that he has in his head a scheme by which 
to extricate us froni our present di^Ticulties, 
or a distinct declaration of the course mi- , 
nisters propose to pursue, I sliall feel at 
least tlielter satisfied Ihun ly. present. It 
only Remains for me now-. Sir, to apolo- 
logizc for die time which I have occupied, 
and to ptit intotyour hand the first i;|Csolu- 
tionrwliich 1 am to'have the honour to 
move., 

Tlfb lion, and learned gentleman then 
moved the first of the follow-ing thirty-two 
.llcsolutions 

1. “ That there has been voted for the 
service of the navy, during the present 
year, the sum of 10,lH,3'lo7. ID. 7i/. 

“ That exclusive of the expense of 
the army serving in France, to be defrayed 
out of the contributions stipulated in the 
-treaty of peace, and of the regiments in the 
East Indies, wliich arc* to be maintained 
by the East India company, there lias 
bc^'n -ffbted, for the service of the army, 
dufing the present year, the sum of 
8,.504,10G/. ©s. 8rf. 

3. “ That exclusive of the expense of 
the commissariat in Ireland, which i^iurnas 
part ofthe above sum of 8,504,106/. 9s. Sd. 
voted fur the asmy, and of the commis¬ 
sariat in France, to he defrayed out of the 
contributions stipulated in the treaty of 
peace, an estfmate has hrien presented of 
the expense of the ^omnyssariat during 

I * * 
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payt of hiii memoire, sir WJIIian* states, year of that piin'ee. ' If there stated 
that jvh«n lie was commrssioned by his to be a pedtion, that’ foreign merchants 
'^veronoent to endeavour <o procure the might be expelled the count^: the reason 
»ppr^ension of Joyce, the officer who assigned was, that they tendOd to the iin> 
took .. Charles 1st into custody, he had a poverishment of the citizens. But the an- 
long interview with De Witt on the sub- ^wer of the king was a wise one; be said 
jOCt» who plainly told him that it was con- that thi foreign merchants w'cre useful, 
trery to their policy to surrender up re- and thatXie hao'not thp-^viceoVhis*great 
fv^ees ; and that, were an order to be is- council to e^^ltbemS* Th^^stance then 
sued to titat effect by the government, the way nothing^O tbejp'jirpose, for it was not 
alien would prob’ably be rescuri by the a itelition to the kijig'as sovereign, but ad- 
citizens of tl>e town 3 |here he resided, dressed 'to hitn^ as sitting in parliament. 
The royal doke eoncludecltPHh protfcsthg and acting by-its advice .and authority, 
against bartering hway the,>rights and lir ,The learned lord had also supported his 
bertieS of our own countrymeiv'ior the doctrine bv an opi.mon of Vattel, expres- 
conveniepce of a neighbouring govern- sing tv^L he concaved to be the powers 
ment. ' ■ of th"'nord of the soil: but it was to be 

The Marquis of Buckingham thoeght hopci, that when the judges of England 
it must have afforded great satisfaction to decided on the liberties ot their fellow-ci- 
hear the just and liberal sentiments (kli- tizeos, they would not quote and rest upon 
vered by the illnstribus personage who had the dictnm of a French lawyer. Edward 

I 'ust spoken, and tp observe Jo what excel- 1st, however, was an imperious soverefgn, 
ent purpose he had studied Jhe history of who by one act of his solo authority, sent 
his country. There was no one argument 15,000 Jews out of the kingdom at once, 
which he liad heard in support of the mea- and at another time throw the foreign mer- 
sure which did not go to hold'out the chants into prison, until they hud coitiplied 
prospect of its becoming the permanent with IKs arbitrary exactions. But advert- 
iaw of the land, at least so long as any ing to later periods of our history, the no- 
oombination of individualuouAu be sup- hie marquis remarked, that wheif queen 
posed to exist who wJ«’?<,t5^ec^red to be Elizabeth was threatened ^by qjl »the dan- 
lotriguing against the French g^ernmentl gers qf, the^rmada, even she, thougli an 
T^ noble'marquis next adverted to the arbitrary princess, did nof resort to any 
doctrine advanced by the lord chief justice extraordinary measur6 of police with re- 
on°a fbrmer night,-that the prerogative of gard to foreigners. But there was ano- 
the Crown enabled the sovereign to send ther jnstaiice still more in<point.v. In the 
foreigners out uf the country. ^ Ifaprero^ reign of James-2Tid, 50,000 Protestants, 
gative of the Crown, however, existed, one' expqllcfl from Frpnee by the revocation of 
should have supnosed that it would be the edict of Nantes, sought refuge in this 
clear and definea: but how came it that country. Tliese Protestants were of 
no one instance had been adduced tq es- course ail objects of jealousy to the French 
tablish the entstence of such a prerogative, gove'. nment, with which James had formed 
,,even in the most arbitrary times of our thejnost degraded and sulfservient con- 
history ? The king, he would maintain, n«xion; they murt afeo, considering his 
had no right, in this'country, to interfere bigdtry, have been the ol^'ects of his own 
withrthe personal lihfcrty of any in^vidtlal .personal jealousy; and yet we dS not find 
resident herein, excepfing*wD the "break- Kira attempting to .exercise his prerogative, 

, out ojf war; and in that c&se he had a by eitli&r preventing their entrance into 
right to act towards aliens here in ^e this country, or cxcrciifing any restraints 
same mannenias the power we'were tvife touiards.’them. The noble marquis pro- 
wfth acted totftstrds subjects rei^> ceedeH to state, that he should havbisup- 

’l^okin his teuturyi'^^^b ted chief jus-'^^ed the Wien biU of 1793, as beinspcal- 
jhos, h^^tfin^K^aswt^had'beefi'wery unfor- led for by the exigencies of the times; 
Moale«in thf case hp had selected for but he eppt^ the preset, pr^isely be- 
, l^ing that empower exi^d'ic thg Crown ^sp it v%b not called for by any such 
k^ tp iiena Wiens ont of country. Hiis exigencies. It^went, in feet, to expose 
Wes that bf tire citixetis Sf London the Spanish refines to the veogesnee of 
plulfeah^ Sdvrafir Is^* ibr *we expol- fbrdinand, ^ French refugees to the 
Wen 6f nj^gm merch8nfs:^.{Ie ,.had vengpupce ofjheh own govemtoeot, ehd 
tht^ed to ^ very petition, amhe feiind generWly'those who^Whre dbjecta of JM- 
it in the" rdlbr of jparliament oir^ IfitB lotH9% My to me 
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vengeance of that sovereign. Thinking ence of ministers which created tliMsser* 
the measure altogether obnoxious and un> ted Apprehension. He would ref^ their 
just, he shouj|d move os' an amendrqent, lordships to the practice of their sfhcestors, 
that the bill be read a third time this day who, even in !he most dangerous periods' 
six months. of our hifitory, had withheld from the 

Lord Redesdale supported the bill on Crown those power? which were now cal- 
the ground that it went to assist |the pre* led for. He would refer to the long wars 
rogative af the thrown. Jhat »preroga- and agitations of public opinion which 
tive existedjn the' J^own lo oxmr aliens took place after the Heformation, when 
out of the country deinbgstrable from the genius of popery did create in the 
our history. GenentUy sjSe^ing, h()iw- bosom of every Wotestant country a party 
ever, if we looked bac^ old^ ^nes, most dafi^rous, inveterate, end powerful, 
should find it was the pepple tnofnseiye^ t^^histpryrfrqueen Elizabeth would 
who wished the expulsi^ of ali|ns, wliile bs. found the most distinct'evidence of 
the king on the other hand, was in the ha-r' ’^ilots'wuried ofh against her at Rom^ond at 
bit of supporting thenff no dM|^ 6n ac- Rheimh^of plots carried on by Pafiists; 
count of the. benefit which theix trade did secretary Burleigh ever chme down 
brought to his customs. But induces to parliament, and apply for new powers to^ 
were to be found in our history of exer> counteract these plots i No: qu^en Eli* 
tions of prerogative extremely like the zabeth’s government relying on the aifec- 
powers which the .present bill conferred, tidh'of the people, brought the detected 
Ofnhis kind was a proclamation issued in foreigners to public trial for their offences, 
the reign of Henry 5th, by which the kee- After the refblution, tlte attempts of the 
pers of the passage, as they were then exiled Stuarts, supported by foreign pow- 
called, were ordered to stop all aliens on ers, and assisted by the wishes of great 
their Approach to our sHbres, to inquire numbers at home, at times thi Mtened the- 
into their business, and to transmit their most alarming dangers; but amidst all 
answers to the Crown, before they could these dangers what evidence was there of 
obtainqiermission to land. The present a wish on/he part of the government of 
question^appeared to him altogether one that day toSaiSgendtthe constimtion ? It ‘ 
of policy.* There was nothing uncon< ■relied oimie pawS¥9i«£Avhicfl'Tt was pos> 
stitutional i»«thc bill nrm* •befoVe the sessed t/put down the dangej;. Wl?re 
House. It did aot affect the king’s we an altered people, he would ask, front 
subjects: jt affected those p%rsuns only the various infusions of foreign^s that 
who boi^ all^iance to foreign, powers, had taken jdace amongst us ? He knew it 
Whether it was cxpe«l« 3 nt to pass*a bill had been asserted, that wa were a people 
of this sort, was quite another question -J wha?d-poplilation was pei^ectly adequate 
the point to be dccidcch was, whetker it to all our wants—that we had no need of 
was necessary that some check should be foreigners to come amqpgst us; but where 
placed on the influx of foreigners into this vfas the • country in Europe which had 
country. On this point every noble lord drawn its inhabitants from a greater va- 
must of course decide according to his riety of sources? From Dutch, from 
own feelings and views. It was'lii^firm Flemings, from French, and from Ger« 
conviction, th^ this was ^ moment pf*Bs mans. What woul^ have been the advan* 
much dviger to tip repose of Europe as tjtg^ in former timei^ when these indus- 
any that had exisi<m for the last 15 years* trioug people caqje among us, of gflvern- 
This was his indiildiiitl opinion,^ and he raent being empowered to inquire whether 
felt he should nat|do Im duty unless he there were any AuabSptisu among^the • 
g*ave this bill his strenuous suppmt. Duy:h, Any Hugouots among the French, 

Ty^ Marquis of J msdown reti^aiklB on or any adherents of tiie ^Tuke of .^Iva 
thmingular declaration of tlip mble I among th e y lt was^not by such 

lewned lord, which went in,efiect to state paltr)' m^UTM t hat our 

^hat after all the su.cc^S^qf the way, the constituti9a had oeen presSIveX or*oar 
result wA, thamhe eo^iitry’'wyis still ings cquntry h%d become great, but by the 
much danger as it had been during any of beautiful lichee^ of the British constitu-<it| 
the last 15 years. It became their.lord- tipn, which extri^^ ev^ froA the very* 
ships to reflect whether ^y should legW' dross ofhfjber ^nq^s the sterling gold 
late against anticipated dd^jors^-dangers bf the Bivti^ cMiiilQj^ bed b'c^n'faid 
that were not ur^nt like those in 1793; in praise 4fRoroe» tnar"* btec est in gre^- ^ 
/md whet hw^t^^ ^ tUejj^vroi* recepit"? but it wjM 
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the gR^ater, glory of this country‘that she 
had draw'll into her bosonv not iBe* vic¬ 
tims, of her aggression and injustice, but 
*the victims of me injustice of other powers. 
It was this principle which had mainly 
contributed to her defence both against 
foreign and domestic tyrante. Whether 
the practit^, or the result of the practice, 
of our ancestors were referred to, it was 
evident that the only wise mode of pro¬ 
ceeding with regard to foreigners was to 
leave them under the adminiyCfit*^ion of 
existing laws, and to thiikmildl but (»rlain 
influence oi^mannprs. * * 

Lorjjl Sidmouth could net refr^ fronf 
the expression of his surprise at nih tone 
assumed by the antagonists of the present 
^ measure —a tone very similar to that eni- 
*“ ployed in 1802 upon the much more'se¬ 
vere law ptissed ih that year. During a 
course of 23 years ijie alien bill had btfen 
rp-epacted ten times wjtJiout the slightest 
opposition, and otiiy three times had any 
ppjections been pressed against it. How 
could thosp who now so strenuously re- 
. 4jisf:ed tbis««odifled bill account for their 
si^xse .in 1802? How could they‘explain 
silence in 1814, when' the law was 
egain resorted to, when it wa^ supposed 
.mat the very seeds oHjacobtirf^ had been 
j^il;royedr''bed w'Tf?*fTiiI5f1ng fl^nquiility, 
with confidence expected ? What had 
'opeurred within the last year and a half to 
, |)r6du^ so strange a contrast m the con- 
, of the othqr side ? The noble marquis 
mentioned* Uiat. both initheory and 
,jp^satice, the alFe'n bill was a fit grant, vio- 
jMioo of the principles of the constitution; 
‘rlput he forgot for {he momerM: the power 
',jpf the Crown by its prerogative to send 
. alieas.oqt of its dornbions, which was<not 
|U)W for the first time claimed, but had 
Jbepn asserted pnd .maintaioed even in 
A noble earl (Grey) in a former de¬ 
bate had admitted thalsuch a power reSd^d 
somewhere,..and, as nejpontended,in the 
legislature-but bis arguihenjt had been 
* ans^thired .with thh most triumphant suc¬ 
cess, and sin£e it had beeil proved beyoj^d. 
a doubt that it did not and could not re 
gide in the l^is&tuire,/MD;^^eqnsequence»| 
tnust belocg% vh§.f^l^4|ive‘^overnmeat. 
H^(loiS'Sttnnoirth) dra not aflsh to rest 
■thgvtBdicationK>f tlie bill from^his weighty 
«)d^rge merelyt upon aujemeifcs denveti 
^rottk geifbral nor upon the 

'cRen>qnoted terms s(MQ|Ka Qijferta; for, 
asItetMtt heea^hanetv;f.C‘f.,uppj^ 
be had prqiarbd hiifisielf with a^M^inslan- 
COB, to sfaofr exercise oftbu^^^oga-oj 
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tive. which completely outweighed the 
two cases quoted on the other side from 
the reign of Henry 5th. Great stress had 
been laid upon the reign of queen Eliza¬ 
beth, at which time, it was said, such a pre¬ 
rogative would assuredly have been ex¬ 
ercised, had it existed. On a cursory ex- 
aminati^of the/locuments in the atate- 
paper-offee, he' hpd ^jdi^ovejred several 
proofs that tb^ queetl^ad actually exer- 
ci%t.d that p^eAigatur^ Under the date of 
0»e 5th ^ Octohep 1571, he had found 
letter ^^m th,^ lord mayor of London to 
' the* lordn of council, returning a project 
on the’ subject oV^fort-igners, which was 
drawn the h^d uriting of no less a 

man t|>im lord Burleigh,‘which provided 
that ^general search should be made in 
the ports and counties more immediately 
fronting the coast of France, at the same 
instant, for all such strangers as had ar¬ 
rived since midsummer: that the landing 
ofall strangers, merchants excepted, should 
be prevented; and that such as arrived 
should he sent back in tlie ships which 
brought them; that strict charge .>hoald be 
given y) ail iiouseholders not to receive or 
harbour sucli strangers, or to set them at 
work at any trade, mystery, or occupation 
that a general search should be^niade in 
the city of London for SciitdRnien, not 
being deoizetntf that they luighthe imme¬ 
diately sent back to thetfown country; that 
the houses dfall strangers shouldbe secretly 
searched in ordgr to ascertain «^at arms 
and ammunition tbey possessed, and to 
[take them away. His lordship had also 
'invesidgated the imports of the privy coun¬ 
cil of that date, and on tlie 28tli Oct. 
15*71, he fuupd that a statement was read 
touching the daily increase of strangers 
in the country, and on Dec. 10,1574, a let¬ 
ter 4as taken into coasideration relative 
to* the case of a |^renclimaq< who had been 
charged with some d<isigns against the 
%tate; and although positive proof was 
giveD.>y^tbeing silspe’^d to be of lewd 
behaviour, it was {li^ught fit to send 
him out^f the realm. Another instance 
occBriifadon the 20^i November ]^f5, on 
jpl(|cb d^y report of the council stored, 
that a Icttf^ ,wp iread from a person" et, 
IByi||outh';rpap^dng a Frenchman com-' 
ipi^ed to {pri^n there f«r wodts spoken 
at Rochelle; and it was ordered, mat if 
that,weft's the fact, he should be ba- 
oisbed the reati/ without delay: but that 
if the laagsagif Were used in England, be 
jboul^i be d^t witheaccording to the 
qwlllii^btt ^^cef . Sych were the in- 
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.stances liis lordship had to adduce from 
a period to which especial allusion had 
been made;«and, independant of others 
that might be quoted without diiliculty 
from earlier periods of our history, he 
should be contented with those derfved 
from the more recent time of cueen Ert- 
zab?th. * Thus it was proved raefet satisfac¬ 
torily, not only th)l^^te so^reign posses¬ 
sed, but that he ho^^eroj^ the dero¬ 


gative, and that if necessary 
to be restrained fro.m 


e oughtSjot 
in futu\. 
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tcrqiqd them) were infinitely■'ifvqrba- 
lanccd by tllfe negative evidenqe ih' tlie 
reign of tbp arbitrary dames’ 28, ' wjfp 
had never dreamt of employing such a 
power, though most important to his in¬ 
terests, had ho possessed it; nor bad 
William 3d, made use of it to oppose the 
pretensions of legitimacy which nought to 
overthrow all that was valuable in our 
constitution. From the rfeigh of Richard 
2d to iJje Revolution, the statute books 


__ , _ wer^llcd with acts to regulate aliens: 

As to the expediency oOTie (m&ure.beAl ^ddiow could fflfy have boqn required, if 
fore the House, he apo^led Tf tee goocU|irrtv/king had really possessed the prero- 


sense and calm reflection of their lord 
ships, whether the bircums^c.*^ of the 
country did tint require it. He^clared. 
on his conscience that he had yemoard 
nothing to shake his firm conviction upon 
the subject. 

Earl Gret/ said,*that with regard to the 
prerogative, he was still prepared to insist 
that the authority to send aliens out of 
the country did not reside in the Crown. 

The noble lord on the cross-bench had 

E rochiced precedents from the reign of 
lenry 4th, but as no opportunky had 
been afibrded for inquiry into the circum¬ 
stanced, which the noble lord had not 
thoughtsfi^ to mention, it was impossible 

to ascertain how far they really aj>plied to 1 of the f|ec insdtutiliM^lP^liad been 
the bill. In tfentradiction to the position, j mised oh the downfal of Buonaparte, eagbl 


rtv/kitij^ 

gativ^^ow efatmedf At present there was 
no occasion for the renewal of the act of 
4792. Would it be said it wal necessary 
to, protect the nation against the d^l^s-- 
of the followers of ]^uonapart4? This 
could hardly be maintained, for could it 
be expected that these would become the 
apostles of freedom? The present bill 
went to deny foreigners that asylum fireu 
persecution whi<fl) they had hitherto M- 
joyed, and to force them to seek in AlSft- 
rica that refuge from tyranny;%hich h««(. 
tofore i( had been the boast of England to 
offer to the unhappy. The French Pttfc* 
testants,'ith.e, persecuted Spaniards, the^ 
U ermanarfdisappou ^d in 


position 

however, there wete on the |tatute-book 
two acts Illative to foreigners, which at 
least w<.--*c negative evidence against the 
right of the king. ISfAct were ranged the 
cases in the reign of queen Elizabeth, to 
which the same remark Vould appl^, tiiat 
none of the circumstances were supplied 
to enable the House to fotm a correct 
judgment, and it was obvious that none 
of them ap/leared to he the mere aqt of a 
capricious ministelt, but of the queen |is- 
sisted by her c»unciL Tjiis was at‘least 
one important difference; and it shoul^ 
not be forgotten that these instances were 
quoted from a time when the %durt of 
star-chamber waS in existence, and actk of 
despo^c power in such times ngt to 
be Regarded as warrants for lu^e |in- 
fim^ements. He was less indinra to i 
/(ne noble viscount credit for his precedent, 
.without a careful inquiry ifito !actsi''after 
the proud display made by a 4earned Ifird 
(Ellenborough) on a,former bight, bf a 
case which, on investigatibu, turu^ out 
to be exactly the revetse.wf the purpdie 
for which it was triumphawy Cited. But 
these references;^o the t^ent ti^Ci bf^ 


naturally to look to this country for 
From all quarters exiles for liberty would 
naturally ,ftim their’eyes towards tMa 
Island as % second homq^but, no 1 fhia 
bill* lorbtA their entrance; it proclaimed 
aloud that the policy of England was 
changed; England ito longer afforded 
protection to the martyr of freedom or of 
faith; the country of liberty was now in a 
general league with governments againat 
the people, tb repress the spirit of liberty 
all pver the world. « As to the Bourbons, 
he sincerely hoped Vhat the maintenance 
of that family «n the throne might he 
consistent witn the pcape of Europe, But 
he certqinly not think .thCir politllid* 
existence* should be a nne qua non. A 
government .combined with^ational liberty 
was the .^aiu^^e^erati^ in France. 
The noblg*carl*tiipi stated j u g^ fih usfe of 
alien act which bad come to hip know*, 
ledge, an^saKued strongly on the intAe- 
quaejof the to^l^e {^y council^ 

while thp aUen ll!lii^boi*ev«ii the mean/ 

of accusglion 
.__^*nanlh of nia ac* 
isisted also on the uneqiwl j 


of' dettia^fiing^'^ 
ateinit 'S&.r 
cuier.*' Ife ■ 


Elis^ab^h (as AheC noble of the acl» for. while nil aliens 
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DIM 


in the cojhnioe,' or who haf! served two 
years the fleOl or army, og three years 
in the whale fishery, were entitled to be 
, naturalized. The same was the ease with 
respect to Ireland, where notwithstandin}: 
this bill, a foreipfner mij»ht be naturalized 
as Son as he arrived, on taking the usual 
oaths. 

Lord Ellcnhorwgh rose with great 
warmth to repel what he called ^Jh^fse and 
calumnious imputation against him\by a 
noble earl, of having faMfied a doenwet^, 
namely, the petition of the cjty of Lo^.IJit, 
in the rtiign of Edward 1st, wliiclyi|fb iiad 

S toted on a former night. lie now read 
p document to show that his formea 
>-acc($tint of it had been correct. He 
thought* it due- tq his own character to 
make this explanation, and he trusted tl^t 
he had done it withoat any asperity of lan¬ 
guage. [A loud laugh.] That laugh 
awakened a sentiment in his mind, which 
he would not express: all he* should say 
was, that a man who was capable of pa¬ 
tiently end'Bring the imputation of .having 
falsified a document, was capable of 
doing it. 

Earl &rey said, that whe|h£r«or no the 
l^itcaed.j£)ad;^had indUged in a^ unwar- 
'aantable^ aspe^i1y*bf^lnglmge, n* should "j 
Jeare to their lordships to determine. For 
himself he could only say, that whether 
he ha^ or not was a matter of perfect 
iedifiPerence to him ;* if, indeed*,he were ti^ 
add Uiat his feelings upon the jjoint bor¬ 
dered upon another sentiment,* he shbuld 
DOt belie those feelings. No apology was 
due from him to life learned Ibrd; thougji 
he did not, however, recollect that he said 
the learned lord endeavoured to impost a 
premeditated misrepresentation upon their 
Ibrdships. What he “Uated was, that the 
document brought fonvard by the learned 
lord Igd to a very difialrent inference froiti 
that which he had drawnv . * 

The Earl of L^erpool said| that not- 
* witbstandidg (pll that had |>een advanced 
upon the subject of the king’s prerogative, 
his own opiniojKremained more and more 
fitted upon tiv existMwSCSf Jlbat prero- 

S tive. ifo jpaintainell tjiat 44 ) ^ au- 
intiesiWere in favour of that argument, 

■' especially Mie strong and jinanswer- 
^able cases^ited'by hisja^iSS friend.* The 
Voble earl proceeded^llrgue thaquestion 
00 |j»t ground jofa^ediincy,* and conr 
tend^ thaf it wow^*5j.T-ttiSha^ wHh the 
f utaKttt di^er to leave this county open 
to^t lbreigDen whatever, witlioJH^^ 


government the tmallett eontrol'over them. 

The Lord CA^ceilor thought it his 
duty to state bis decided opifiion, that the 
Crown had at common law the prerega* 
tivc of sending aliens out of the country, 
and that this bill was only necessary, in 
(frder to gii’e proper facilities for the ex¬ 
ertion of Jhat prerogative. * * 

Lord 'shdald give bis vote 

against the on't©ground that it was 
u^ecessarjl inexpe^dient, and contrary to 
tffe poliqf Vt^. ^e country. He trusted 
I/an(\ ho/Al fhat\wcn the sitort period of 
' ,two yofara'woukiL^not expire without the 
subject being agaftt brought before par- 
liament^vilffi long ak this act should re¬ 
main (¥^he statute book, m long should 
he wntch for every opportunity of pro¬ 
posing a repeal of a law which he deemed 
a violation of the constitution. 

Their lordships then divided; 

Contents.60; Proxies 48—103 

Non-contents 25; Proxies 23—48 


Majority ..60 

The bill was then read a third ttrab. 
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TuesdaytJunc IS. , 

REPpRT ON Tithes.] Sir John Nf- 
choll reported Tr’om the sefect committee 
appointed t£ take intd consideration the 
several petitions which have been present¬ 
ed to the Housevin this session fiiom cer¬ 
tain plhces in Great* Britain and Ireland, 
wpon the subject of Tithes, that they bad 
considered the matters to them referred; 
and have come to the following Resolu¬ 
tions: 1, ** That it is expedient to enable 
ecclesiastical proprietors of tithes to grant 
Iease| thereof, so as to bind their succes- 
Bofs under due regulations. 2, That the 
term* of such leases shouldoot exceed 14 
years. S, .That such leases shiAild only 
ne granted with the previous consent of 
the pattrOn and the'bishop of the diocese. 
4, That jhe consent of bishop should 

^ot Jpe giyen until he has been fuimished 
^!wi\h ae^ifieateupon oath, by a coinpt^nt 
sthweyifiv to be named by such bisKqp, 
and to be paid by the contracting partieV 
that the tithe font or composition prop^d, 
is^ fair and just equivalent for roe tithes 
so to be leased during the term to be 
granted.*^, Thjpt such leases should only be 
granted to the proprietors of the land. 6, 
That in *aay dlw law to be enacted for 
thia purpose, if would Uh expedient to de> 
fine w^sbodd be c^idered the prqprie- 
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torfl of the land for»the purpose of taking 
such leases. 7. Ttot the eases to such 
proprietors ogands should be appurtenant 

to and run with the land in the nature oi 
a real covenanti and that the occupier un* 
der the leases now existing shall have the 
option and the right, on a notice within d 
year* aft A the date of *he lea^ of the 
tithes, of retaining* the t^es daring the 
continuance of his fel^aJpHbe landv on 
payment to the lessee the ^he renr 
a just proportion thereo^^OP^t in cal 
of avoidance of the livi^, jy^^ath oi 
otherwise, a proportion if the^jpitlshould 
be paid to the incumb/mt, or his represen* 
tative, up to the time of sucH'M^idance. 
9, That the saiid tithe rent or cod^sition 
should he recoverable by distress, ^ifthe 
same were a rent charge upon the lands; 
and that the lessee of the tithes shall have 
a remedy by distress for the tithe rent, 
ag&inst the occupier agreeing to retain 
the tithe. 10, That the tithe proprietor 
should have the option of avoiding the 
lease, in case the tithe rent be in arrear 
for three calendar months, after notice in 
writing demanding the same from the les¬ 
see, and the rent not paid, nor sufficient 
distress found upon the premises. 11, 
That th® lithe proprietor should not be 
restricted from recovering the tithe rent 
or composition by dufi'eoursd of Ihw, 
in the same inannOT as he ma^ now reco¬ 
ver the vahic of or composition for tithes, 
where F«btrat;ted. 12,«That a general 
form of a lease or grdtM .should be Earned; 
and that no stamp duty should be^iayablu 
on such lease or grant, unless th^ Hthe 
rent or composition exceed pounds a 
year. 13, That the lay owners of impro¬ 
priate tithes, being tenants for life and for 
years deterAiinable on a life or liyps, or 
tenants in tail, or*ten^nts in fee, subjjject 
to be determined by executory devise or 
shifting* use, have the like power of leas¬ 
ing such tithes for any term not exceed¬ 
ing 14 years. 14, Tnat.a like poVer be 
given to ail corporate bodies, wli^tber lay 
or spiritual, being owners of ioiproDriate 

J s. 15, That no lease shall^ valid to 
the successor, reversione^ o»^e-* 
ider man, where any other considera¬ 
tion is gjven than the annvftti tithe rent or 
compomion declared in such lease. T6, 
That the power of leasing tithes, as it at 
present by law exists, shoi\dd not bo taken 
away or diminished.” . 
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tUiona^from Aberdewa, maying 
form* in pariissnent., ^vory day’s 
rience confiraed him in the d|>inip% 
which he had constantly entertained, or 
the necessity of parliamentary reform. 
He regretted extremely the apathy which 
pervaded this part of the country with 
respect to this subject. He thought this 
might be in some measure accounted for 
by the persevering tenacity with which 
the gentlemen more immediately connect¬ 
ed wiih'lhis measure insisted on a violent 
and^^clusive m^e of reform. He. had 
^p^^y stated it'as his opinion, that if 
septnj! 2 ml pafliameots were too lo«g, an¬ 
nual p*aniament6 on the other hand were 
(00 short. But those who thought annual 
pa{]iaments the only remedy for ouc»‘^&*, - 
vances, conceived that those who were 
not disposed to adopt tlieir remedy, were 
ndt so sincerely patriotic as themselves. 
He could not but express his satisfaction 
that this subject had bSen taken up with 
eagerness by the northern part of the 
island. 

The. Marquis of Tavistock safd, that the 
people had a right’to expect that they 
should be admitted to a .participation in 
the constitution, and would not be satisfied 
till, by q, proper reform, wpe ^ad- 
mitted ^ such«par tepeff ta!r 

Mr. xieanet entertained the >6ame. epl- 
nionswhkdvhe had always held on this 
subject. He trusted that as the vtprld 
was now ,in a state ’of tranquillity, we 
*6hould at''last turn our Attention to the 
state'of tlVe representation. * .. 

Mr. Cumen during the whole period 
he had had 8 seat, in tlK House had always 
strongly supported parliamentary reform: 
anH no time could be more suitable for 
this object than the present, when the 
people were called>on to submit to tuCb 
unfxampled privatipns. 

* Mr. Brougham\expressei his pearly 
concurrence with those gentlemen whohad 
preceded him. Howeyer this cause might 
be oppqsed by some, dese{te(ll by ethers,* 
and espoused by persons whose conduct 
excited no small degree «f disgust out of 
doors, he,7<"Coc^ should ^ot. be induced 
to abandon it,«oiHo enter^yjj^Jgss zealous 
wishes for its success than hia hun. frrends 
beside hgn. • ■ '8 

Mf. W. laid, thStat^omhisear- 
limt pcditical Itnahe he'd uniformly eif- 
tpressedwoas^&in t^ur of parliajp^tary 
reform,more' ana 
more'eonfirmed in his opiniop by all that | 


PARLlAMBNTljtX ItkrORM.] Mr. _ _ _^ 

Brand said, in his han^v htro Pe'sl^^t^seen during the last ^5 yeati, hte 
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6oncuk^ iriidilt beatl^ In t6e senfeiipents 
which falietrllfom his Hbn. friends. 

« Mfl Hftmgham said, he hfld in his hand 
a pethidn to the same import, signed by 
upwards of 10,000 inhabitants of Glasgow, 
which was no more represented in that 
House than if that city consisted only of 
bare walls with thistles growing in the 
streets. -While many places with few or 
no inhabitants had two, and some even 
four representatives in the t 

city had otoly one-fourtnp^irt 


[^at 
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tion given to their pii^cies: iHe then de¬ 
scribed the wretched' state of the pri¬ 
soners taken by the Alge^sioes. In one 
case, out of 300‘ prisoners’, SO had died 
out of ill treatment, the fii^t day of their 
arrival, and 70 during the first fortnight. 
The rest were kept in the most miserable 
situatiory bein^allowed only ohe ^ound 
of breaa a d^, and *subject to the lash 
frorfi roomm^^J.'tiight. No age and no 
that sai^ was spared. A* Neapolitan lady of 
of yristinctiariSl^qrsied off with eight children, 
1 /,^ ' lately 


« representative in theTphi. member lieliijvysix; of/fchlHh ytill survived, had 
(Mr. FinlayJ, who^ no' doubt, very been seenh}' a i^tish officer, in the 13th 


represetiited it and three other bp^ffughs. 
The petitioners complained of their being 
spoken of as represdhted in parliament 
>.a]iid''tbcy considered theirs as the strongest 
case in* favour of reform. In Scotland, 
even in the largest counties, there was 
nothing in the least resembling a popular 
representation. The whole country might 
be'represented by* persons who had not 
one foot of land in the country—it might 
be represented by 45 persons in Change- 
alley. TfiBl was a state of representation 
so monstrous as to call loudly for reform. 
Whatever sentiments might be entertained 
respecting' reform in the case ofsEngland, 
Jheardoiftjif tne I^ouse one 
isuigle diisentKh'f'VUfCe^ to the necessity 
ef a reform in Scotland. 

The petitions were ordered tolie on the 
table. • 

• . 

• • • 

Algerine PrnATEs.] Mr.^rvugkam 

rose,* pursuant to notice, to dlove Tor a 
copy of the Treaty concluded by lord 
Exmouth in the name of the^ Neapolitan 
and Sardinian governments with ‘ the dey 
of Algiers. He reproved the terms *on 
which it was understood the treaty had 
Ueen made, and fought that if the coun¬ 
try had sanctioned them with its aathority, 
a great stain would bsT fix^ m her eba* 
racter, and consequences tojurious to her 
reputation End honour, could not fail to 
*ans» from*such an arrangement^ That 
treaty, he understood, acknowledged the 
right of depletion exercised 1^ the 
barbarians, by^rovidinB»a*eanfam w the 
abtv^ whaev^hey had madO. under- 
atOhd that the Algerines, dissatisfied with 
dey for haf^ing limited t^r soheHe 
W plunaeiv^ had](ieea oah^acified oy an 
asiwaaee from theii^^^vemme^t, that 


Neaj^atan s 


r might^ptj^uirh 
«ie 


against* 
njgs a wide 


year of her captivgy On these grounds, 
and thayAl should be seen we did not 
countaffance such proceedings, it was ne- 
cessai^ to ascertain what use we had 
made of our influence in the late negocia- 
tions. He concluded by moving, “ 'That 
there be laid before tlie House, copies of 
any treaty concluded with the dey* of 
Algiers, under the sanction and mediation 
of the British admiral in the Mediterra¬ 
nean, and of all correspondence on the 
subject.” 

Lord Castlereagh said, that government 
were only in possession of part of the do¬ 
cuments moved for, as the negodations 
were not yet terminated.. When the 
whole should be completed, there would 
be*no dijfficuhy^n .producing the papers: 
and it woul^ fcie seen, (hat every principle 
of justice and policy had been carefully 
attended- to. He should to the 

motioifat present, Merely on the ground 
Vhat he*did not wish to give partial infor- 
mattoli on such a subject. He should, 
however, state, that the cause of huma¬ 
nity had beep materially advimced by the 
negodations which haa been carried on, 
as it was for the first time Agreed to by 
thq dT Algiers,' thad captives should 
be considered and treated cm the Eu- 
i^opean footing as prisoners of vftr, and 
set at liberty at thp coodusiOn of every 
peace.* • 

Sir T^Aeland said, it dvs the boundee 
duty,!^^ country (o use all her>^er- 


fidd liben^to^dr enterprise. The Boman 
statsiiilKji feft the e£^ct of this nisdvdirec- 


^ 7,01 wa ceunny to use aii ner>exer- 
dras, cmistently with due prudenc^to- 
w#is indiffg tile world of this herriiilb 
and in&moiii slave trade. 

Mr. W, SmHh rqjroyed jwir soiering a 
neift of inmtes to exist in the %ntre of 
i wori^. Ihe treaties which we had 
hitherto made with those barbarians, con¬ 
sisted of ^little more than sending them 
prMents,*to inmice them to suspend their 
I depredations, fie th(iu|ht that the great 
id^irec 2 ,|«opportiln{{ty of fredo^ the world from 
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those pirates had been lost last year in 
the congress* He hoped that every 
means would be adopted to put them 
down, and tlfat no treaty would be en> 
tered into to recc^ise, even by implica' 
tion, the pretended right of the Algerines 
to plunder. • 

Lard Cochrane contended, that two 
sail of the line wonld I^a^beei^ufficient 
to compel the dey of sAIgj era to ac^e 
to any terms. Tho city Of Algiers 
on the sea-shore, the wate^^was dA| 
enough for first rates dK to thi 

very walla, ond those we^ dhly 

with a few pieces of c^i^on, wuh the use' 
of which the barbarians werewtt^cely ac¬ 
quainted. Hq then described, his 
* own observation, the horrid state ^ men 
of education and fortune, as well as other 
classes, dragged from their own country, 
and compelled, by the lash, to perform, 
in ell the intensity of the sun, labours for 
which men were almost incompetent. 
That state of slavery, he maintained, 
might be put down at once. An order to 
the commander of our fleet to reduce 
these powers to certain terms woyyild be 
more effectual than presents or negocia- 
tions. . 

Mr. J, JV. Ward thought no conve¬ 
nient oppcfft unity should be neglected to 
put an end to^this systefa of piraby, the 
existence of whicU waS very injurious to 
our character. * 

Mr. lifougham said, h^ did not regret 
the bringing forward Xomotion, whishTiad 
produced an expression of indignation .so, 
unanimous at the continuance ofa this 
system of piracy. He could not, how.- 
ever, but condemn the treaties which had 
been concluded, which sanctioned the 
atrocities o& these powders. He agreed 
that two sail of the line woui(d-he better 
instfumehtj^, negoc'iajiibn ‘ whh ti^dse, 
powers yiao^ambassadurs. Our mari|iine 
force was the real remedy for thi^ prying 
evil, and a war to reduce^ these ppwers. to 
the rules of Eujfopet^ .states t^o^d not 
h*e objected to by thosic, who ^^i^ e most 
hostile to wars.’ As, treaties Tad Been 
made, be trusted these powers TCsul^'hq 
to their engagements, gin4 if a single 
/NeapolitM or Sardinian vessel was hew- 
hfter caflruredf that^our ships would be 
sent to demand justice, to inflict punish¬ 
ment, and even to carry vengeanlle apiong 
these barbarians. He ho^ed the Roman 
coast would not be left ‘open te all the 
fury of the Algenioes, buirthat onr naval 
force would e;|ert^tself to defend Uia 
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territegy, and the <^er coasts opeij^o the 
pirafes. He trusted, fliat by our efforts 
this Christimi slave trade would s<Soo bq 
entirely destroyed. As a reason had been 
given for. withholding the information at 
present, he should withdraw bis motion. 
-xThe motion was withdrawn. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

IVednesdaj^, June 19. 

FrasiiIolo Estatxs Bini..]} Earl 

eading of the 
estates of per- 
„ , in del^ult of 

persoir^' assets, for their simple contract 
debts. He urged the expedieifty of this 
meswure on the general grounds of jus^ihe.. 
towards creditors, and more e^cially 
with regard to trustee# of the personal 
pibpetty of infants applying that property 
for the purchase of estates for ttieir own 
use, and against the iaheritors of which 
estates the deceased trustees having made 
no provision by will, the infants, although 
perhaps by this fraud reduced ti^indigeiice' 
and distress, had no remedy. With re¬ 
gard to the objections made on former 
occasions., that such a measure would 
throw all the landed property q|'the cQun- " 
try into the court u fe a b sswigry.^tTtg't 
tates could not be sold by tho^e succeed¬ 
ing to tlieq) without a decree in equity— 
and that it would tend to alter th% whole 
system of landed property which the law 
had fenced'round withso^Aiany securities 
no inconvenience bad been felt, nof had 
any obstacle to .the sale of estates arisen 
from their Jbeing aff^ted by specialty 
(Ilebts; and as by this pill simple contract 
debts were to be merely put upon the 
footing of specialty debts, there was no 
reason to believe that any inconvenience 
whatever would arls^ from sucli a provi- 
EtfOiK There was foundation for the 
objeotion that systeqa of landed pro¬ 
perty would be materially altened by tjbia 
measure. Auother object!^ made to^the • 
m,e;|sure* pras,* that it diu not go far 
enough—that it ought to extend to ct^y- 
holds as \voil as tq n-eehold^. Tliis might 
be a prop'e^ spjjjflet of futur^jjppsidera- 
tiop,.but ?t formed no just grounjl for*re- 
jecting thej)ill as it stood.* 

Load contended, t^at none 

the former objet|i^„8 ffltich existed to* 
this medbere lam ^ei^iaoved, and that 
if it were adefH^jJEpVhulfl eveuttfally 
alter the |!ossessioiionanded property,m 
a way that would be most injdrious to the 
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ment by far greater authorities than him¬ 
self ; he was und^r the necessity of reviv¬ 
ing things almost forgotten, |nd the object 
he had in view was one he should not 
have brought forward, except under the 
impulse of duty, and an anxious regard 
ftir the durable, solid, and perpetual inte¬ 
rests of qll the ^subjects of thtf empire, 
more e8]feciaily^hpse‘ehat inhabited the 

(debts, and have the means of paying them, I India islsiaig*" He was to contend 

should be allowed at their 4figths to ] foj/ the saefed principles on which those 


constif^'tion. Hie moved as an qjnpnd- 
ment that the bill be read m second Ume 
^at dhy three months. , 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Peotest against the Rejection 
or THE Fheehot.o Estates Bill.] 
Because it is highly inexpedient and un¬ 
just, that persons who have Contracted 


transmit to their heirs. 


sees, the secure enjoyiSpnt of theifrXprj^' 
perty, while by the non-perforniand^'lS^U 
their engagements, their unsatisfiedere- 
ditors may be reduced to bankruptcy and 
ruin—ana this injustice is the more fiagr 
..riw ip the case of a trustee, who having 
employed the mopey entrusted to him, in 
the purchase of real estates, may transmit 
to his representatives the fruits of his vio¬ 
lated trust, whilst the orphans, or others, 
whom his conduct may have reduced to 
indigence, are left without remedy or re¬ 
source. (Signed) Grev.” 


devi- ^erests w> 


■ ime wasyfurj 
Atheyw/ul\-; 
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-West India Slaves.]) ^he order 


read, 

Mr. Wd^erforce rose and said, that he 
had some time ago expressed i\js intention 
of jirii^ing forward a motion with refe¬ 
rence to the state of the Wesbl^ndics, and 
tlic question of Negro Slavery^ but that 
he yielded to the recommArdatlao of 
the noble lord opposite, who wished it to 
be deferred, origiqglly in consequence of 
arrangements on the subject dependirfg 
between this and other countries, and«re- 
cently in consequence of the official ac¬ 
counts of the late events in the West In¬ 
dies not having arrived. He would have 
been content that thejbhole subject shouki 
have‘still stood over, th$t hereafter the 
contest might have been upon equal 
• tergns; but the question now appeared to 
him not to stand on the grounds bn wjiiph 
. it )vns put by hts noble friend. It ap- 
.peared to him^to be of,great»importaDce<j 
tirat therg^ould be evierKpo4sible degree 
cf.Infoipatioii; yet he felt it fiis duty to 
t^e- an oppovtuoity of statipg some of 
the grounds and principles which, the 
^ * House having %dopte^ it seemed neces- 
SBiy to carry intoTh^fobject hp 
haf iff views'thftd^y4Pw<M"to remind the 
I^ouse of principles and facts 5vhfch had 


most firmly grounded, and 
Vi/at when they were known 
, , , bbtaik the sanction of the peo¬ 

ple of England, sp proceeding to state 
the obIigj)Wt>ns we Vere under to take 
effectuai^easures for the abolition of the 
slave^ade, he should show what was the 
condition of a great part of the slaves in 
the West Indies; and whatever some per¬ 
sons might think, whatever they might al¬ 
lege, as to the treatment of these unhappy 
beings, they were undoubtedly a part of 
the great body of British subjects, and, 
as such, entitled to all the blessings that 
we enjoyed. Whatever we could do for 
their tenefit, we ought to do; and, above 
all, to rectify the mistakes into which 
even well-meaning people had fallen—to 
show that these negroes were i|orthy of 
our regard—that to them w? were in- 
debtedror all th.i.'advantages we derived 
from our West Indian possessions—and 
that we w#re therefore bound.attentively 
to consider theirjsituation. ^.'hesa persons, 
instead of not excitiogeven the ordinary at- 
.tention^of ordinary subjects, had a peculiar 
claiiif to our regarfi. We had brought them 
for two or three hundred years from their 
native home—we had planted them in the 
western hemisphere for the purposes of our 
aggrandizement and wealth—we owed 
them in an especial' degree our protection 
—at\d there cpuld be n^; difference of 
opinion as to the obligation imposed on us 
to afford it. 

He«w^hed he cduld tread this ground 
without giving pain to arsy individual; but 
it was Ir^ossible, after tlie many ^Iscust 
« ionf thn had taken place, not to know 
th^ dinrent opinions were entertained 
on some branches of this subject. ?K 
consideration/* however, had ;mven him 
great concarn; namely, that whmever he 
or his friends had stated the evils of the 
existpgiystem, gentlemen whom he should 
have been forward to deem actuated by 
the best principlbs'of benevolence, seemed 
to think that the obsermtions thrown oat 


fornterfy bdbn stated and urged In argi^were directed againitttheiptelves, and not 

• -jk 
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against the system. « Do let us,” said the 
lion, gentlemen, “ consider the true state 
of the case. Slavery and human nature 
are two wordi, which when found toge¬ 
ther, are sufficient in themselves to show 
the evils that must arise out of their con¬ 
junction. It is in no case safe that nia 0 
shoi 4 d b% intrusted witi\ arbitrary power ; 
but, in the prestyjt iiis^nce ebove all 
others, every circumsfance conspires to 
provoke an abuse orurfittfary power.V In 
the associations of the planter, everything 
tends to render, the negrt ‘:,.’r,bjcct of de¬ 
gradation—his colour, unliUe^Miaii of^his 
master—his language, an imperfect mi, 
niickry of our owii—and the ..yery hahifs 
of self-ahaseipeiit which slavery it-self 
produces.” The very circumstai of 
their distance from the seat of empire 
considerably increased the probability of 
their being oppre^ed. They were gene¬ 
rally the property of absentee proprietors, 
and mannged by overseers who, even if 
the masters were humane and enlightened, 
were not likely to be actuated by tlie same 
liberal sentiments j nor was it probable 
that they would acquire them in ^sucli a 
place; for by an immutable moral law, 
the effects of slavery extended not only 
to the sufferer, but operated a correspond¬ 
ing dogftdirtton in the mind of the inflic- 
tor of the sbft^ring. T i^ jn consetpicncs of 
the state in wliicli poor people w'erc, 
notwithstanding the opinions vf some who 
had not into all the particulars, was 
indeed dcplmablc in tjie txtreuie ;^nd as j 
it was by the fault of tlie people of Eng¬ 
land that they first were brought iftt^ that 
condition, wc ouglit at least to afford t'lein 
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These were causes which sufficiently ac- 
couiMaJ for the decrease of the if^ecies ; 
and if persons considered thii subject, 
they would fii#d that it could not be other-* 
wise, for it was the object of the overseers, 
to get to the maximum of exertion, and 
the minimum of expense. This the ma- 
j nager did, not to recommend himself to 
his particular employer, but to the planters 
generally; for if, as w'as truly said by 
Mr. I.ong, a nuinager once gained a cha¬ 
racter of raising crops at a great expense, 

I he found it difficyl,''^)!* impossible to gain 
>aj*sepo»id employment. The great evil, 

■ ^tow'ivcr, whirj) in its co'nscqucnces far ex¬ 
ceeded all the others, was, that ^Iie ne¬ 
groes were, in fact, in a deght^cd situa- 
fion—that they were not considered as 
enritled to the same protection of the lews- 
as other individuals—lUat they were not 
cq^nsidcred as our fellotv-croaturcs. What- 
I ever disposition mighf sometimes exist to 
j treat them kindly, yet iheir personal intc- 
i rests were . neglected altogether ; they 
1 were utterly destitute of any sort of in¬ 
struction, moral or religious. .^le knew, 


all the relief which the nature of things 
admitted. 

He W'as aivtious not to detain the House, 
and it was ogly because such an interval 
had elapsed ^ncc the subject had hist j 
been dii^ussco, that ho Ifad now enlered ! 
into it so much at length. *ljut it was 
evident that tlie situation of the qpgrocs 
was not what it quglit to*bc, front the cir- 
Aimstance of their not inc. easing-in num¬ 
ber. ’j’he negroes were a prdific wace 
every where except in the West^ Indies. 

^I^iiough we had various admissions ftom 
persons who desired to st^tc fairly what 
they hac'^een and believed, yet the latest 
accounts from Jamaica, wlierc the slaves 
were in general the b('.st treated «(for tliey 
were not treated in all places alike), ad¬ 
mitted that gre-at numberB wera actually 
lost every year fr^m the circumstance of 
their being under^ and overworked.] 

(VOLrXX!^!^) 


j indeed, tliat one lion, member had sent 
out a person for the express purpose of in¬ 
structing hi.s slave?; but iu general they 
received flo iiisfructjon whatever. When,, 
[therefore, wo knew that the r..,'. 

' stitutiun had not only 'not been eiicou-*' 
raged, but had not been introduced any 
more than^niong the brute beasts, it, was 
a sufficient proof tliat.tlie negroes^lidviot 
occupy t!i^. .'•fation of theii;fellow-mortals. 
If uo.Jookod to the lavvs af the i.-land, we 
should find .sufficient reason to lament, not 
only the old laws of former and less en- 
light(”'ed tilries. liul Those also of a far 
more 'iiodem dale. lie said this the 
rather, because many persons tliought 
they an.'V^ered all objections, if lliey could 
show that the s-lavcs were .souk times well 
fed«nd taken care^»f—just if th.-y were 

speaking of the good condition of si>mai>y 
horsl^s; but thfts' in itself tended ijnly to 
show that •they were ewnsider^d in a de¬ 
graded s-tatioof and not as fi;llow-ra(irt;als. * 
Ift Tact, one party had contonded openly 
that they wjlTc not fellow-creati*res, bat of 
an inferior stamps and if there could be 
any extewAtioft, those apfc;;r*ii Icss,in- 
consistent af least than otjiers. •Another 
point Jic wikhed to touch pii was the nill^ 
iier in which t!lc#e poo^ cretAures wert^ 
workedthey wbftS coftsidered so inca¬ 
pable of ftirepicht-jthiJ^tjya^thougiitne- 
cessBr]|;, as wifh animals, to iise 

the stimulus of the whip, and malce tbftth i 

' (^E) 
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feel, a!^. a signal that their exertion/yerc sent to be educated in this country, and 
reqOired. Excepting in oho or two in- then sent back again, for the purpose of 
Stance?, such as he hadalreajly mentioned, improving their countrymen,: and, by im- 
the practice existed generally. Notwith- proving their minds, lessening the horrors 
standing the whip might be sparingly of slavery. Such was the general nature 
used, as a merciful carter would some- of Mr. Burke’s plan. Ho only mentioned 
times spare his horses, yet as long as this the circumstance, to show how much Mr. 
system lasted, it was impossible the slaves Burke thought of ameliorating the ebndi- 
could ever emerge from the degradation tion of the slaihs .in llie West Indies at 
in which the}' were now depressed. He that^time. ThU was as long ago as the 
might expatiate much more on this sub- year 1792. Cfh ! what time had we Inst! 
ject, but he wished for the present to ab- The late lord.Melville. also, at that time, 
stain ; and should only Say, that the.Iongpr, revetted llfai he (Mr. W.) gnd his friends 
experience he had'had* with the unhdl(?|/jr;l hadnot ctrncerned themselves for the West 
objects«of his concern, tlielietter }ie was India slaves, as well as the Africans. He 
inclined to think of tlie character of the did not adcually make a motion, for we 
West Indian slaves, considering all thf , carried* the question against him. He , 
- .disadvantages under which they laboured, stated* what his intention was. It was. 
He had heard parlous instances which that after a certain number of years, all 
showed, however degraded by slavery, the negroes that should be born, should be 
sutural disposition ot' these oppressed men horn free, and then educated by the owner 
was such, that the soil would as well repay of their parent, whom they should seVve 
cultivation as any bther. He could men- fon a stipulated number of years, to pay 
tion instances of gratitude, affection, and flie expense of their education ; after 
duty, which he was sure the House would which, they were to be their own masters 
say wouiu do credit to any age or country —to be entirely free men. • 

whatever. * Thsfl, was the mode suggested by lord 

He was sure that many in the House Melville in the year 1792; and were we 
'.^^Would call to mind, that when h.e and his now contending that the registry bill was 
hM. an(^ learned frifend near him (Mr. too much? He was contending, that in 
•^iSrou^iam) wGlU'contending for the aboli-* fact tlip abolition of the slave trade would 
tion of the African slave trade, it was have been a nlL’ftsure preferable to any 
said: “Do you mean to leave the slaves other for reforming tHe West Indies, by 
in .theeWest Indies in the same situation making it the interest of every man to 
they are?” Some gentleman* had stated^ take care of hv- slaves; no£ tlit humane 
that^he and Ills'"friends had proposed so to planted, but the-e81d-hlooded man who 
do. * We told them, “ No; ihft we Were took care of liis interest. It was a mea- 
confident the abolition of the trade, if it surc**that would''execute itself, through 
could be secured, cvould be the best rg- the medium of the master ; not in the 
medy for all the diseases of the' system ; way of regidation, but it would be the 
and the great mind of that eminent ilhan main spring of the benevolence of every 
(Mr. Burke) who never touched any sub- planter. The abolition woifld gradually 
Ject without adorning it, manifested the change the system’ info a state of things 
extent of lii's powers, ^nd the humani^ of most to be detired. Secarity would be 
Ills hgart, by framing?'a detailed plan for substituted.for danger, and hapjAness for 
the reform of the various abuses thattwere misery. If the present measure was well 
to be found in the,treatment of the West considei*ed, it would be found to be the 
• India slavdl. , It was a plaij he should be most efficacious method for assuring to us 
exceedingly glad to see executed, the,-abolition of the trade. If the*House 

the. opponents of himself and his friends was in earnest, it would see that there was 
objected to the registrycbill, was sure* advInJispcnsable necessity for passing the 

thejy woqld object ten 'fimes msfc to the registry bill ;*for it was the only mode ^ , 
plan of Mr. Burke. It proposed to divide which the abolition couldJie e.'*'; 2 ,®^ed. It 
districts iifto parishes, eaohafo have a would alwilys be in operation ;'*the slave 
^^chool, a {protector, a {crrson to he ap- would fpel that he was indebted to his 
*pointed, ex officio, toiSi'ake regujar inqui- master fbr ewry additiona^ comfort he 
rie^^Jjroughcut^tlv' island s, ifi order te received. Mr. .W- said he should be glad 
ascertain tne 'JltiHfifon ^of all the that the remedy came by internal means; 

, slaves; to^ave certain indivMu^ls who but he ..was bound to lee that the thing 
ahowed more than ordinary intelligence^^ *\va8 done effectually,^nd ‘that it was net 

• • * * t. 
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done by th(Me who would not do it from ' 
their hearts. 

He had shown, that’ at a time when 
other measures were pr,oj)osed, measures 
of a bolder nature, that went directly to 
their object; namely, that of endeavour¬ 
ing to promote the improvement of tlie 
West Indies, the friends of tlic abolition 
had been satisfied avith. the gcrfcral mea¬ 
sure of abolition, to which they looke^ as 
the grand object of their solicitude. The 
only thing he regretted vvas, that it was not 
immediately followed by*a legistry bill, in 
order to rend6r it efi'cclive. It ^wculdf be 
recollected, that at the time the measure 
was carried, no one was m(>*:e surprised 
than a noble iriend of his in th ; qthcr 
House. The friends of the abolitutp did 
not dare to do any thing that might risk 
their success; they did not think it pru¬ 
dent to lighten tlve vessel too much, for 
they had found, on former questions, that 
there were some of the regulations which 
did not involve the whole principle, though 
they were considerably operative; there¬ 
fore they wished to leave out what was 
not absolutely necessary. He was much 
indebted to bis hon. and learned friend 
behind him, who was one of the great 
combatqpts in this warfare, for rendering 
the measu?c more efficient by declaring 
that the systc«t shoultAao longef be ctm- 
sidcred as a trade, but as a crime deserv¬ 
ing the punishment of crimtf. It a 
little hard", u(|,ien they p^ferred the mode 
of a registry, as beirif&tlie most efficient; 
when they abstained from those treasures 
which might seem to give them thi ma- 
nagcmcni without going into the planta¬ 
tion—it was a little hard, there should be 
an outcry against them, for bringing for¬ 
ward the W5gistry bill, as if they had 
brought forward the most violent measure, 
instead of the^measure th^ most unqbjec- 
iionable* It had been objected, that they 
had changed ground; that before they wer£ 
aiming at abolition, dnd now t^cy were 
aiming at emancipation; but the truth was, 
tnat tjie main object was the abolition of 
the slave trade, with a view to product the 
amelioration of the slaves; that w^ ipjght j 
see the West Indies cultivated by a happy 
peasantr'^instead of being* cultivated by 
slaves. He cduld read what Jie had this 
morning extracted from the sentiments of 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, lord tjirepville, 
lord Howick, and the marquis of Lans- 
down, every one holding the same lan- 
;u8ge. The saint cry had always before 
eea raised as yras {^ised now: from 178iU 
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to llif abolition of the trade in J806, it 
had always been said, “ You are going to 
make all the slaves freebflt he wag 
willing to rpad the extracts, if any one 
doubted, .to prove that they bad always 
thought the slaves incapable of liberty at 
present, bill hoped that by degrees a 
change might take place as the natural 
result of the abolition. 

This nutmally led Iiitn to bring another 
subject to the recollection of the House; 
hut even here, the concern he felt was 
l^mixcd^witli surp^lsf at the late ir.siirrec- 
' ^?on being atiiibuted .to tlfcir unhappy 
registry bill. • If wo compared one fact 
with Another, we should find this to be 
nnpossibie. Ever since 178£f the pro- 

a tors had been saying, “ You mean *to 
e the slaves freeand not qnly had 
they said this, but they had printed and 
dispersed it all over ^e West Indies, and 
had even pointed out, in those writings,- 
the possibility of thc*blacks rising with 
effect, making representations and state¬ 
ments that had never been made in the 
House. lie w ould read, for tliTHiforma- 
tion of the House, a letter which had been 
written since the insurrection commenced, 
from a pe{^on of the higliest respectability. 
It stated, thaf a gentleman in Barbadoes,* 
only a week befoce the insurrection, d0i> 
clured that such was the violepce and heat 
with wliiq^ persons talked, even in the 
presence of their slaves, on the ejects of 
the registry* bill, thaf he expected an in- 
^urrectioiii'must take pli^cfe. He should 
not. nltiitiDn the writer’s name, for filar of 
exposing him to the fury of those indi¬ 
viduals. [ I^ar, hear . Would the hon. 
{fentleman|ficcure him from ill treatment i 
lie (the (witer), deeming it probable that 
very difle/ent causes from these would be 
assigneu as the ground of the iiisurrrecs- 
tions, expressed his conviction that they. 
haefarisen entirelyVi consequence gf the 
viol^ce with ^hich the proprietors ex¬ 
pressed themselves on^the subject of the 
registry bill. The negroe^ thought Jbet • 
soife great benefit intended them by the 
legislature had been opposed by ^leir 
masters, and this^naturally.led to feelings 
of irritatibf. .4ift)ther letter he had re¬ 
ceived seated the same t^ngrjthat ^he 
dislurhanci was not owinff to the regis^ij^ 
bill, but "to violent rangq^ge of the^ 
planters; and thkt.vtliere,^puld have beetf 
no insurraction if th ^bu siness had been 
less spoken of;-butTfBSfftbra un¬ 
guarded manner in wtiich the plants 
expressed themselves even in the presenp^ 
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of .the'negroes, he had no douWi'that be a class of people that did not so much 
seriouj: oommotiun must be the conse- consult the feelings or comforts of the 
‘quence. It was too inuclx for a patient slaves as in our other colo-nies, and that 
man.to hear without emotion, that when the}' pressed upon the rights of that de- 
he (Mr. W.) and his friends had for 20 graded race with a weight which they felt 
years been disclaiming the charge of any intolerable. They had no temptations to 
attempt to make the negroes free at once revolt from the jjeculiar nature of the 
—when the negroes believed this them- country furnishing them with the riteans 
selves —they should bear the blame, when of concealment, nor chuld they have any 
tlie piece which the planters had loaded very sanguine hopes of success from the 
had burst among themselves: but if he disproportion between themselves and the 
liad succeeded in crnlaining the real w'liite inhabitants. There were no moun- 
nature of the registry bill, there was tains, forests, or great incquiilities of sur- 
thing more innocent in itsqjf. If we ban face in tile island, and there was a consi- 
intciuled to make an explosion m the derable military force; so that impatience 
West Ind'cs, the door might as well have under suffering, rather than hojies from re- 
been shut altogether, for such an cvenL volt, might be supposed to huve stimulated 
would prove no redress for the evils fliat tliem^ to the conduct they pursued—-a 
existed: It w'or.ld be as consistent to conduct wiiieli, though it was to be la- 
inaintaiii that the disturbance excited,on mciitcd, and could not be justified, never- 
,the subject of the corn bill was the fault tlieless admitted of explanation, without 
«f parliament, and,that no benefit resulted recurring to the discussions of parliament, 
from tliat measure, because .it had been or the exertions of himself and his friends. 

He would,'however, proceed no further 
with this subject: he luid even gone far¬ 
ther tlian he intended when he entered 
the House. He bad at first been anxious 
that an inquiry should have taken place 
into the whole transaction, and had re¬ 
solved to move for papers to iMustrate the 
situation of the nc’^ro populatioti in the is¬ 
land alluded to; '^^■t be wodld now restrain 
intemperate language, and pVoposed no himself, as much infortnation was already 
vidienlf remedies, be might lay his hand afforded by the papers laid before parlia- 
upon bis hear.*, and congratulftto himself ment, and as tlu. demand ifcw docu- 
upop the condr.ct he had purs^iccj. what- menrs'might tendVo inflame, or might be 
ever results might spring froinVmisihter- liably to bad construction. Adverting to 
pretatiou of his motives, or delusive per- the registry bill which had led to the pre¬ 
version of his ends and designs. I’ut be | sent di.seiissioii, be would declare tliat, in 
would not rest here: be woul^go farther, | his opinionrit constituted a measure that 
and say, that the insurrection^ which all could alone complete the great work of 
lamented had proceeded from Dac intern- the abolition, and aftbrd security and cer- 
perance of the colonists themselves, and taiiity to all previous measures. It was 
was to be attributed ^ the imprudonwe of not 'only desirable, but absolutely neces- 
their'^language and bnnduct. Whitevfer ,sary as a part of the same systi fh which, 
had happened had no refwcnce to hnn-self to the credit of jimnanity, had already 
, or his friends; hc'had no share in creating triumphSd. Wo had not the same means 
tluf exjdosiou that had ibeeq •felt: he as fornierly of preventing illicit traffic: vtc 
washed his hands clear of the blood "thqt h.»(Vnot so njany cruisers as we found ne- 
waf! spilt. He did not wish to agitate the j c«sary in time of war, nor the same pre¬ 
subject, or totnler ful^ intodhe state of^' tcinjesrfor examining neutral vevseb. The 
th* i.slmd which had e&peft’*nccd this | enactment of* the registry bill would be 
convulsion ; byt if he were to do so, some ! more than sufficient to copiperfr-jtc for the 
^^ftier explauaUbn might be Twrni^lied of! loss of thdse temporary advantages, and 
^tlie disc()rftcnts,and exMSperation that had j seemed liable to no objections. It had, 
Jed to it than wi!s afforded by the registry ; howoverj* beers resisted on the other side 
bilL^lf he^wc ffe statw circubistances of of the water, and by the friends of the co- 
which he had obtained information, he lonists here; ^ and the arguments they 
n’^h^ say,(that in that island, as there, brought forward, if not convincing, were 
few resident proprietors, diere mightleast uncoiiimon, not a little sur- 


attended with .some degree of rioting, as 
to attrijoije the insurrection in the West 
Indies to the operation of the registry bill. 
Were we precluded from considering the 
distre.s.scd state of the country at any time, 
merely by the possibility th'it tfhc disclo- 
^urt-of its sufleriiigs might augment dis¬ 
content, and lead to‘revolt? If he had 
acted uitli inudcncc, if he had used no 
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prising. One of their arguments on which | 
they most relied was, that there was no 
necessity for,the measure at all, and that 
a certain expense should not be incurred 
to provide against an improbable infraction j 
of law. They appeared astonished that | 
smuggling should be supposed possibl<>: | 
the;f vetfled their indigf.atiun against any ' 
individual who sliwtild iiU])pose the colonies ; 
capable of pursuing an illicit trade. It • 
was said, that “ grdat wits*had short'‘me- 
mories.” On the supposition alone that 
the colonists verified this proverb, could 
their conduct be explained, or, their'for¬ 
mer opinions contrasted with their present, 
without involvittg a charge of wilful in- 
consisirncy, cr Interested cliange? When 
the al)olitioH act was proposed, it was 
urged iigiiinst its enactment that it could 
not be efficient; that the importation of 
slaves could not be prevented by any ri- 
gdur of punishment, or any vigilance of 
precaution ; that if the trade was forbidden 
by law, smuggling would carry it on to 
nearly tlie s-aine extent, and with an ag- 
grav^ition of snflering. All the friends of 
tile West Indian colonies agreed in this 
opinion—the slave-merchants, the cap¬ 
tains of vessels employed in the trade, the 
nnti-ab#lit^onists in parliament, and tiie 
colopial assemblies, .The assembly of Ja-* 
maica liad gii»en its o];^on “ thdt an aVmy ' 
would be necessftiry to guard tlie coast, 
and to carry into effect the provisions of 
the hillf t^at it coulij, not be supposed 
possible that smugglhvg could be Entirely 
prevented even by such a pr(;caution; 
that there were so many creeks auB bays 
into which a vessel having slaves on board 
could be run, tliat a landing^might always 
be effected, especially when the individuals 
engaired wRuIJ find it so much their inte¬ 
rest to attempt ^ch'a proceeding; that 
where so macli w'as to*he gained,, every 
thing \fould be risked; and, that even a 
military force in aid of the custom-houSc 
officers would be found jneffectufll.*’ Such 
,.was Uie language held on the other side of 
the water when the measure of the aboli¬ 
tion was in progress. The tone ant?,pro¬ 
fessions of the colonics had novv^en^trely 
changed. He had seen gsent changes in 
the opiriCns of individuals^during the pro¬ 
gress of their lives, and great i»consistcnCies 
in their professions: but he could not have 
supposed it possible, unices it bad actually 
taken place, that tliQ s,arao persons whoJ 
delivered the opinions he had st&tcd should ^ 
now maintain otfiers so |)alp ably opposite 
•—that those foroierly 'Tl^lared*^ 
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preca*j|johs against stnuggling ineffectual, 
should now pionounce them unnecessary 
—that those who thought the oolonies 
would not regain from breaking the law' 
should now wonder that they should be 
supposed capable of it [Hear, hearT, 
I'eople sometimes doubted the sincerity of 
new converts. The colonists did not now 
grunibio that the measure against which 
they had objected was carried—they pro¬ 
fessed tlicir most cheerful acquiescence-— 
they submitted to the law to the utmost 
tjxteiitj and worwkJ^d that they should be 
supposed capable/>f iufringltig it. How 
tin y could saj" this with a grave fi^e, with 
the recollection of their former reasonings 
^and avowals did seem surpfising and 
scarcely credible. 

lie had stated the probability of smug¬ 
gling ill opposition to the present current 
ot’ colonial declaration : but he did not 
rest on probability alone for justifying th» 
measure of a registry. • He had received 
positive ini'ftrmation (he would again re- 
i'ruin from mentioning names), that there 
were particular instances of i.'M’Cft traffic 
that had lately ocourred, and he would 
probably move for papers upon the sub- ■ 
j'.'ct to-n|orrow. There was a portion of ' 
a report drav?n up by a committee of thd* 
Jamaica assemblvf that contained great 
grounds of suspicion. Ho would not en¬ 
ter fully q/. present into the (acts, but he 
would state the argument which l)p rq^ted 
iijion it ip a few words. The report con¬ 
tained a<)'tatemcnt of thd numbers of the 
biacirpcpKilationfursixtccn years—nJhiely, 
from 1800 to 181G, and in all those years 
but one thare was a decrease. Up to the 
‘year 180|r importation was permitted: 
after thauperiod, by the enactment of the 
aholitim^ill, it should have entirely ceas¬ 
ed. Ij^’as remarkable that in all the six- 
teon,j^ars but onc^ there was a decrease; 
an^that in that of^ year the laws thatre- 
guljjited the population bad been clianged, 
for there ,was an increase. There were 
circumstances stated ttiat ^ight affe;;^ thei 
^’itfisus in three years of the period he had 
mentioned, but only one of these yea^ ap¬ 
peared to Wary f|^om the rqje that prevailed 
in the rest. . \%at year was that which 
was so distinguished ? Yt was no dlher 
than thp«year that had^elapsed betw^n 
the liotice gi^n^by his*hon.^nd learnctl 
friend (Mr. i3rougham)T)f hisuill tomakft 
a contruyention of tbeabolition law a fe¬ 
lony, and the enactm^Hl^ol^that iSTutary 
meas^ire!. Was the principle of the popu- , 
lation changed in this yeaf? Or what 
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other cause had created such a ^llff^ence 
betwecif'that and the other ^fteen ye'ars ? 
The true acause would be found to arise 
from the operation of his holi.and learned 
friend’s notice. It was imagined justly, 
that importation might not be so safe alter 
the felony act passed, and that it ivas ne¬ 
cessary to procure as great a supply of 
slaves as possible before the danger of 
smuggling was so much increased. If this 
suspicion was natural, and this inference 
admissible, there were other circumstances 
that increased the suspicion, and rendered 
the inference almost conclusive. I he iff- 
creasc pf slaves had taken 'place only in 
one year; the committee was awure of 
this, and o'* the suspicion that it might ex¬ 
cite. The difference of this year was,*' 
therefore, attempted to be accounted for 
by a circumstancC'’that extended its influ¬ 
ence over three. They stated, that the 
trensus of three years could not be de¬ 
pended on, because- during three years of 
the period in question there was no poll 
tax hiil by which the number could be ac- 
curately“-'’.scertainc'd. Of these three 
years, one was stated by the agent to be 
. 1811, the year preceding the operation of 
bis hon. and learned friend’s acy^. Upon 
^hat grounds this year was determined 
on, he could not resolve; and the higlily 
respectable individual whom he alluded to 
could give no information when such in¬ 
formation was required througfi the me¬ 
dium ol his noble friend opposite. There 
were here, however, singularly vuispieious' 
appearances. Tftere were (ifteco y-ars of 
decrease in the negro population, and only 
one year of increase: that year happeneil 
to be a year in which* the greau-st.tempta¬ 
tion to smuggling existed ; an(v when an 
explanation was required of thi^uct, the 
Qiae resorted to was a reference toVn am¬ 
biguous statement, which could noL itself 
be explained or prove^ He would ^sh 
to beaV any gentleman who thought lim- 
self able fyr tlie task attempt to remove 
ithis difficulty—to reconcile this inconsis¬ 
tency. He Ifad never yet obtained qny. 
thing like a satisfactory solntion. The 
reasoning to which this iact led- hud been 
ably enfi'rced in a pamp«!e,t winch many 
rae&bers of tli^' House might fidve read, 
ai^ wliich he wauld reconunen^ to the pe- 
^al of all who* took anjmerek in the 
subject. When‘sthetelTore, there was a 
sU8piciel|l of shauggling in slavqp — whenj 
tberd*«!tl»ted‘tkr^inions of the colonists* 
thcjpsel^es, that it was practicable—when, 
by the peac#i the difficulty of preventing 
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it would be increased—when the tempta* 
tion to it would be rendered stronger by 
the high price o'f West Indian produce, 
and the diminUIied number of slaves— 
when there were even strong grounds to 
suppose that it had taken place in some of 
the smaller islands—wlicn all this was con¬ 
sidered, nothing more would her required 
to show that sonic further measure was 
necessary to ensure all the blessings of the 
abolition act, and to realize our liopes for 
the amelioration of slavery itself, which 
must be the result of that iiuportaut mea¬ 
sure. 

«. There w*ere several other parts of the 
.Tamaica report well deserving of conside¬ 
ration, on which, however, he would not 
at pre;ient enlarge. The great argument 
of the colonists against the registry bill 
was founded on the impropriety of legis¬ 
lating for the colonies in cases where the 
colonial legislatures were willing to accom¬ 
plish the objects at which the llrilish par¬ 
liament professed to aim. \Vc sliuukl de¬ 
pend, it was said, upon their wbdom,'zeal, 
and good intentions, till we saw our iiopes 
fruslraV'd by their perversity or tardiness 
—till we saw lli.it tliey delayed in effect¬ 
ing the objects of tlic re. istry ;• and his 
noble fiieiid seemed inclined to^^ repose 
.confidence in their crol'e.-.Mons,* or in the 
success'"o.'’goveni(i4'rit elVorji^ to influence 
their decisions. He (3Ir. W.) was afraid 
that any vci-y sanguine hopes tliat might 
be entertained frtjin the zeal cf vhe colo¬ 
nial legislatures wguld be disappointed. 
He much suspected, tiiat if not urged by 
us the'/ would notVixecutc the duty them¬ 
selves. He would only state one fact, to 
show how little dependence could be 
placed in their efforts to accomplish the ob¬ 
jects of tlie registry measure. • When the 
measure of the abolitioi. was under dis¬ 
cussion in parliapicnt, they ;^cre urged to 
reform in the system of slavery by those 
whose advice they would have been most 
ready to t/ike—by those on whom they in 
a certain degree depended—by men of 
their own body—by men, too, who. were 
ser.frfided in their recommendations by the 
unflii^snc^g of government, and wlio could 
act upon them.by the powerful hope con¬ 
veyed in secret instructions, ths^Jty such 
reforms they, could defeat tiie measure of 
the abolition, which they opposed and re¬ 
probated and yet, notwithstanding this 
mighty force levelled against their preju¬ 
dices or 'their 91' understood interests, 
they obstinately-re6istcd«-a]l plans of ame- 
^ralioo,‘'^d rv3t onlj^iailfp to follow the 
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advice given, but universally neglected or 
despised every suggestign. One of the 
reforms he al^idcd to, regarded the policy 
of perpetuating the connexion of the slave 
with the soil on which he labours. Their 
transference from one estate to another'by 
sale, or by any other forcible separation, 
con^itutld one of the nlost degrading and 
most painful evils Hf their unfortunate lot. 
After having laid up a stock of gratitude 
with an old inastef by their fidelity or 
useful services—after .having acquired 
merit and a character in the eyes of those 
they served * or associated with —^fter 
forming friends, family, or local attach¬ 
ments which were calculated to alleviate, 
in some degree, the sufferings of bondage, 
and captivity, they were liable to have all 
those tics cut asunder, to be torn from 
the friends and the place to which they 
were habituated, tu be driven to a diffe- 
reht part of the island, to lose, as it were, 
again the benefits of the country of their 
adoption, to endure something like the 
evils of a middle passage, and to settle 
under fresh fetters of .slavery in a different 
estate, and under a different drivef. Mr, 
Bryan Edwards recommended a measure 
to prevent these evils, and to protect the 
feeiings*ofj;he ne^vo population from be¬ 
ing ^ inhumanly outT^ged; but qow the* 
Jamaica asserilbly obj^t to it as a law 
fraught with ever/ kind of mischief, and 
calculated* to destroy the ri^^ts and the 
prosperity t^the colonios. Jle (Mr. W.) 
mentioned this merdly- to show fliat no 
great reliance could be placed on*thc an¬ 
ticipated enactments of colonial ftgisla- 
tures. When the abolition of the slave 
trade was proposed, the planters in Ja¬ 
maica professed that they had no interest 
in its continuance: they said, “ You are 
the authors of thfe trade—^you encourage 
it by sending«us slaves.” • He (Mr/ W.) 
aliowcd*this imputation; and.as we werp 
said to be guilty of promoting it, we should 
now become the authors of its^cdinplete 
prevention. • 

When he remembered the origgi of 
those exertions that were made for .the 
abolition of this inhuman trafBo—when* 
he remem^red the oppositfon he encoun¬ 
tered—vr^n l^e remembered the calum¬ 
nies and delusions that were fnvented and 
spread by slave merebauts, by, planters, 
and all those interested in vitifying his 
character, or the cause, he advocated— 
and when he called to mind that the great 
object for which ne conten^ 4 jlijU 4 $ftioed,, 
that his enemies bafflBfli and by IRfe 
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abfciSupport of tlie friends of the pause in 
the House, joined to the good sense 'and 
good feeling qf the country, he ‘cotild noj 
despair of seeing the great work com¬ 
pleted, and the registry accomplished. 
This work of humanity would at last make 
its way into the heads and hearts, the un¬ 
derstandings and the feelings, of the whole 
mass of the nation, and would triumph 
over all opposition. The opposition tliat 
had been already overcome afforded him a 
complete pledge of jinal success, and ren- 
(Ipred him regai"dless of thosp things that 
were uttered and/ published against him. 
He hg^d heen’churged by an lion^ gentle¬ 
man opposite (Mr. Marryat) with metho- 
dism and fanaticism. If to prJfess huina- 
nitf' to our fellow creatures, and to endea¬ 
vour with zeal to carry into execution 
whatever measures lay in his power for 
promoting their welfare, were the hon. 
gentleman’s definition of fanaticism, hS 
was afraid that he was*a most incorrigible 
fanatic, l^ut if his zeal in this cause 
showed him to be a fanatic, injirdcr to 
alleviate his distemper, the hon.'gentlcman 
would succeed betteV by placing him un¬ 
der a very dift'erent regimen ; and if he 
really was a^fanatic in' the cause of thg, 
abolition, he was glhd to think that he was 
one in so good "a company [Hear, hear!]. 
The hon. gentleman had been a little 
louder, mare zealous, and more abusive of 
late—a circumstance^ which he J«Mr. W.) 
,ascribed tq’his agency [Cries m Hear!]. 
If all^ tlidft be had board were trije, he 
doflbted Whether or not the acceptance of 
this appointment might not operate as an 
exclusion from the 7Jou.se, and he had 
once thdu/it of bringing the matter before 
palliameiu. It was a comfort to him 
(Mr. to find that ho had formerly 
been ^ated in the same way—that Ite 
had ^en equally ^c^posed, and that the 
epppition from suoii quarters was totally 
inc^cacious. - He would even go farther, 
and he would tell the hon. gcifticman that 
he expedited success to the measure ha had* 
in Contemplation through the influence of 
that very quality which, under a €alsb 
name, ho yitupevated: ha expected the 
accomplirirmcitt ^ bis objact through^the 
fanaticism of the people of England. He 
trusted t 0 *ttic religion qT the people 
England, to tlKi» humape and ciiristia^ 
feelings, for suppoft in* his endeavours; 
<ind throil^h their "'’fjPQrV 
cess in a cause which involved both huma¬ 
nity and i^eligion. • * 

He would only state one ether argu- 
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ment uigecl against him, which, being so 
curious in ilscIF, he could <not pass over 
yithoirt rfotice. When he proposed to 
remedy one evil, his opponents cried out 
to him and his friends, why nof go to a 
greater? Why not exert yourselves in 
the cause of Ireland — why not go to 
Scotland, and use your endeavours to res¬ 
cue the lower orders from feudal oppres¬ 
sion, and accomplish other such objects ? 

He knew the heads and the hearts of the 
Irish too well to believe that they would 
receive as a compliment an accusation d^i- 
rected against those whp, when an oppor¬ 
tunity accurred of benefiting them, would 
probably be more forward to embrace it 
than the non gentleman. Nay, he was 
sure that they would take it as an insult i was connected in a manner highly honour 


to'hear jheir situation as subjects of a tree 
government, and enjoying the blessings 
of an envied constit\jitiun compared wiih 
'*he degradation of our fellow creatures 
oppressed with slavery in the West indies. 
The lion, gentleman knocked at every 
door for charges against him, and showed, 
accordfiig ’ to the decision of a stranger 
who, seeing two people arguing, and those 
using violence, judged him who got first 
into a passion to be in the wrong, that he 
"felt himself not very con’tident in his 
cause. As for himself^Mr. W.) he felt 
himself comfortable, because secure of his 
and confident in the reasons that 
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“ That an humble address be presentei 
to the Prince Itegcnt, that he will begra 
cioiis/y pleased to give directions that 
there be laid before this House, the titled 
and dates of any acts of the assembly of 
Jamaica, transmitted for his majesty^s ap¬ 
probation, by which any poll tax on slaves 
was imposed for the years 1868, 1809, 
1810, 1811, and 1819, or any of those 
years, or by which any returns of slaves 
were required lO be mrade in tlic said years 
for the purpose of such taxation, or other¬ 
wise; specifying at what-time or times 
such returns were directed to be made." 

*• Air. C. N. Pallmer began by saying, 
that a duly .which he owed to a most res¬ 
pectable body of persons' with wliom he 


cause. 


suppor6!(^ it. The lion, gentleman had 
involved the church of England in the 
dispute. The Ivloravian bretlirtii, and tlid 
missionaries had been extremely nisoful; 
and did the hon. gentleman think that by 
abusing them he wq$ pnying ^compliment 
to the church of England ? Ib the spirit 
of Christianity, the church o» England, 
and Scotland, and Ireland, woi^ rejoice 
at the success of a good cause, wm;.whom¬ 
soever it originated, pr whoever caSiHed it 
on. ,In conclusion,(lie said, weTught 
always to remember, that jve were \norc 
disposed to stand l^y the master than'the 


able to himself, commanded that he should 
address the House upon the subject of the 
motion which had just Jiccn submitted to 
it. lieluctaiit and unqualified as he felt 
himself, he could assure tlie House that 
he should not trespass long iqinn its time 
and attention : he could assure the House 
too, that he felt, with no small force, the 
addition which it formed to the other dis¬ 
advantages under which he laboured, that 
lie had to follow a gentleman, wliose long 
habit it had been—and' he certainly bad 
not upon this occasion departed trom it— 
to fix its attention’by his oloqncneej and 
to persuade it by Ids reasoning. His (Mr. 
P’s) business it was to submit to the 
judgment of the..I-Iouso a fewit plain state- 
nientsv and ho hati only to liopc,' that if 
any weight belonged to them, it would 
not bo lost by the imperfect manner in 
which he was convinced he should make 
them. He was free to confess, that the 
speech wdiich he had just heard, would, in 
some degree, alter the comae which he 
had intended to adoption addressing the 
Hou^e. If he [lad cntcrtai<}cd any doubt 
whether the House should for aomoment 
prefer, to ah address for information, the 
duty “olt removing’an existing agitation, 


' slavffl—to sytppatliize with ipen of property j that doubt would have been removed 
than wiUi the oppressed. The cause..^pf 1 the speech which had just been heard, and 
the.latter he now pletlded, and he i|as which seemed, in his judgment, only cal- 
glad to see ty'ound hipi. many of those4 eulated to increase an irritation, which 


. friends whose ^^lents never gecn more 
ijohly or more successfully exerted than 
Jv supporting Vhis cause. Seconded by 
iwfflr eloquence,* and rejyiog on thtf good 
V||iP 0 e, sound priApiples, and moral and re- 
feelings of IB'S people o^ England, 
lie'fihtertain^d^^lf^onfident hope that he 
wauld he sbje to succeed in this last great 
measure. . «e concluded by movingi' 


all persons, he should have hoped, would 
have wished te allay. That tjveech had 
patheticali}^ described all the evils, which 
had been ever supposed to belong to the 
colonial Vystem, whilst it had lightly 
touched upon the ruined families, the dc- 
sofated property*, and the lives lost in Bar- 
bad oes, a nd it nad coniluded with a joeq- 

tJioughtwas not 
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very well suited to eillicr subject. It 
would be his endeavour to prove to the 
House, that instead of looking for infor¬ 
mation with ftspect to abuses, its first bu¬ 
siness was to attend to the present situa¬ 
tion of the colonies. Upon ordinary oc- 
casiuns, he could assure the lion, gentl^- 
marV seeking fo|; inforinatioii upon 

West Indian affairs, lio woukl find him 
the iii'i person to interpose an impediment 
to liis obtaining it. He, believed, »tnat 
whenever llie House and tlie country 
should be in possession of full and minute 
informalion aa to the real situation of the 
C,olonks, notwithstanding ahattnigiitjliavt' 
been said to tiie contrary, much vvomd be 
found which would ailonl satisfaction. If 
those persons who had administered the* 
affairs of the eolonie.-. during tlie eight or 
nine years wiiieh had cla|)sed since the 
abolition >«f the slave trade, had not, 
jinjidst their other cmplevnients, lahoured 
in the impmviment of the religious and 
moral condition of the negroes, with a de¬ 
gree of zeal and activity coiuniensurate 
with^the expectations of thO'e in this 
country, who had tlit»c objects st^ much 
nt heart; ho would ask, in w hat country, 
however civilized, was it tliat much did 
not remain to be i^ne for the lower classes 
of the i^opwlation r'^ii wiiat country wasj 
it that impruv^>ment il^d kept ivwe with 
the sanguine expei^tatrms of zeal and be¬ 
nevolence ? As applied to a great sys¬ 
tem, ihey<^iod of eight or nine years was 
but a very ^all perlt^d fund was i^ ncces- 
sary to remind the *llousc that rapid 
changes in great systems were noi ^Iways 
practicable, and very seldom safe ? But 
he believed that the House would find 
that improvements had takew place in the 
colonies; tl^at a considerable check had 
been given to the ilecay of the negro 
population; that a great number of 4hc 
slaves h^id be^ admitted fnto the pdile of 
Christianity ; that additions had been mad£ 
to their domestic comforts: and tliat re¬ 
ligious instruction had ‘been aiforded in 
tieveral instances. But if it should appear 
that in this latter respect every thing* had 
not been done which every Christian wquldj 
have wished, he must caution the* Iflmse 
against at^buting the blame entirely to 
the WcsiTndijf.planters ; they entertained 
a predilection (which he hoped the House 
would not condemn) for instructors of the 
established church; and he woflld appeal 
to his majesty’s government for, a confir- 
xnation of his assqftion, tltfit such instruc- 
ters wpre not to hr||fnimd. tn nfmcnriii thril 
(VOL. 1 
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applicaf^s of tha West India planters. 
And here he^fclt it his painfuUduty to 
state that what he had called predilec¬ 
tion on the p^u't of tlie planters, was in 
fact a necessary precaution. Per¬ 
sons lincT been found, assuming tlie sa¬ 
cred office of religious instiueturs, mak* 
ing their way into the interior of tlie 
islands, insiiliiug into the minds of tlic ne¬ 
groes doctrines siibviTsive of the public 
traiujulility, oii.xing with the truths of 
cliri.sliaiiiiy the dreadful principles of in¬ 
subordination Jii;|d ..visurrectiori; and they 
land net hesitated to join ii* tliis impious 
association, tiie name *of the lion, mover 
liimsdf. * 

In the search for informntioi| upon this 
•interesting subject, the House would.do 
vvi*l! to imjuire of every impartial person 
wlio had ever visited i^ic coloitifs, as to 
ope very material point; namely, whether, 
notwithstanding the*evils which may be 
said to belong to slavery, tlieie did notexisl 
in the colonies amongst the negroes—at least 
whether there had nut existed until within 
the last two years—a sum of corniiirt and 
content not only very considerable, but 
capable of no disadvantageous comparison 
with the condition of tlie lower classes ot'I 
the popiitalion in any other country, eves 
in this. lie begged to protest against be¬ 
ing considered*to"maintain that such com¬ 
fort and content, be it what it might, 
could coiflpcnsatc fur the absence or the 
delay of rejigious and moral inipirtTventent; 
j.hc merely, mentioned tint fact, in order 
that tiling might be scen«in their irue.light, 
and to ^urd some consolation to' those 
who, viewing isolated slavery, can see no¬ 
thing in it^ut discoT.a'nt and misery. 

,So mum for the speech of the lion, gen¬ 
tleman ajffar as it related to /information; 
but as^ as the hon. gentleman held out 
to thcf House an intention of founding, 
ujNJjf such iiiform^iiiun any ulterior mea¬ 
sures, lie should bc^ to be allowed*to say 
a few words. * He deemed it his indispen¬ 
sable duty, solemnly *10 ralUthe serious 
attention of the House to thie situation in* 
wiK ch a most important national interest 
was place)], by the course which the*bon. 
gentleman^ and lH)ose who%cted with him, 
thoughtat^cxpledient to pursue with res¬ 
pect to their measures,—^ully persuaded, 
that ^he^tfloia} the lion, gentleman coiJ?i- 
dered the regiftry bill, ihe 18ss likely 
would be, that he ever ft^ould again intro¬ 
duce tliatr bill into tlHibHjytte, suck^as it 
was w,(ieR laid last year upon its table; 
yet he could not Jielp imnloaing hijo ttnd « 

(t 1’’) 
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the House to coosider the effecWuf keep- 
ing.thafc bill suspended over the heads of 
the cojoives. Was it necessary to des¬ 
cribe tne present state of those colonies ? 
Was it necessary to say that the negroes 
minds had been so agitated by false ex¬ 
pectations, tliat already some hundreds of 
tliem had been sacrificed — the greater 
part of whom probably but two years ago 
would have laid down in defence of their 
masters those lives which they had now 
lost in an unavailing resistance to them i 
But what was the siti'^ti$>n of the white 
population in the West Indies ? Already 
emigrations had begiifi to, diminish the 
small number of their inbabitantc, and 
safety hac{ required the removal of that 
part of families the most conducive to the 
care and comfort of the negroes. The 
resident planters , considered that their 
characters had been attacked by unmg* 
nled and uninvestigaied accusations—that 
their property had jieen depreciated by a 
Itireat of a total alteration in its tenure and 
its nature—and that their lives were en- 
daDgerc!dJ>y the removal of that influence 
of opinion, upon which alone, in the ab- 
^ sence of a superior physical force, their 
security entirely depended. In this coun- 
;try, the influence of the conduct of which 
he complained had been materially felt: 
already a check had been given to the in¬ 
vestment of capital in the colonies; nego- 
ciations of business in many ca^s remain¬ 
ed Susp@iW.'>d; in others were htohen off; 
and the whole.j.colonial system.^eemed to. 
be fiui'verted. And from whenqp had^ all 
this proceeded } Had there been disco¬ 
vered any new abuse requiring a remedy, 
the very idea of which could Produce se 
much mischief. Was there, fact, fin 
existing illicit commerce in slavl», to pre¬ 
vent which the registry bill was n^essary? 
^0 far from this being the case, he ven- 
tfired to allege, that i^ Jiad so bap^ned, 
that by a course in ‘British justice^as 
much without an example as he trustAl it 
would be ivithout *an imitation—the ac- 
"cused, and not; the accuser,*had been put 
upon the proof; and he called upon evih'y 
impartial person, who had readjthe reports 
and other docuftnents ftoi^ the colonies, to 
stato whether the colonies Had ‘hbt estab¬ 
lished a complete proof of innocency, as 
t#%ny illicit importation ofcslSvea &hat- 
^eri irsuclic illicit*^ iihportation had 
taken place, he bould conceive that it 
iBighk'rexider£Spw;;ury Uie enaiitmeDt of‘ 
some p^aMre: but what good co^ild be 
keeping a tneastve like the j 
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registry bill unenacted, and in a state in 
which it could neither be discussed nor 
understood i K the evil existed, and 
the registry bill were the ploper remedy, 
how could 'the hon. gentleman justify to 
himself, to the country, and to tliose who 
V'ere so much the objects of his solicitude, 
to let another session or another (day .rpass 
over, without brioging^t under the consi¬ 
deration of the House. He (^Mr. P.) 
would look for.no beUer proof ot the in¬ 
nocence of the colonies, as to an illicit im> 
portationj of slaves, than what might be 
found in the conduct of the- hon. gentle- 
manj himself. ^ 

Httving endeavoured to describe gene-> 
rally the situation of the colpnies, Mr. P. 
said, that it now became his duty to state 
to the House the particular situation of 
two of them: be meant Jamaica and Bar< 
badoes. In the forme]: of these islands, 
there bad prevailed a great deal of delu¬ 
sion, and in some instances it had assumed 
a very alarming appearance. In one in 
particular, which had been the subject of 
solemn judicial investigation, so cigar a 
case hpd been made out, that one person 
had paid the forfeit of his life, and another 
had been transported for a conspiracy 
against the safety of th<; island. It had 
appeared, that nigliH’/ assembHtes tiad been 
held, al which a sort of religjous ceremony 
was performed, anu a hynni sting, the 
purport of lihich was to return. thanks to 
Providence, that their good fritspd, nam¬ 
ing th*' hon. geiiileQnan, had made them 
free, but that their masters would not 
allow,them to be «so ; it concluded with 
an interrogatory, as to what they should 
do to be free, and a chorus, in which all 
the assembled joined in repeating, “ Take 
free by force.” The infornif'ttion which 
he had received, left (pm no reason to 
doubt, that these principles and practices 
had prevailed very extensively throughout 
that part of the island of Jamaica, in which 
the event he had mentioned had occurred: 
and he had reasofi to fear,, that the delu¬ 
sion had not been confined to that distridi 
alorw. Amongst many other proofs which 
,he possessed to justify such a statement, 
be iVould only^ read one letter which be 
had received frpm a man of gre«((vre8pecta- 
bility in Japiaica, and whose name he 
should alwap be ready to give. The let¬ 
ter stated as follows:—“ As far as I leant, 
all is yet 'quiet*here, but it has been very 
evident the minds*'of the negroes have 
been on the ^ring froniithe day this re- 

ap^rance. Ilo* 
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thing is more clear than that the negroes 
believe the bill gave them their freedom, 
and that it is unjustly withheld from them. 
Of this no furlher proof need be adduced 
than their surrounding the custom-houses 
to windward, and calling upon the officers 
to register their freedom.” It was to b# 
remwkedi that the events alluded to in 
Jamaica had happ^cd in distinot and dis¬ 
tant parts, at diflerent jlbriods trf time, and 
therefore gave too much roasou to think 
that the dangerous delusion was not par¬ 
tial or confined. Of thp details of the 
melancholy events which Jiad happeiit^ in 
Barbadoes, the House were already in-» 
formed: he could not, with an^ regqrd to 
its time, describe all the particulars. It 
was not unknown to the House, that on 
Easter .Sunday last an insurrection broke 
out in three parishes, and after a dreadful 
scene of fire and dQsolation, it was <|uelled 
by»the vigilance of those in authority, and 
tlic military of the island, at the end of 
three days but not until a great many 
lives had been lost, and property destroy¬ 
ed ttva very large amount. One of the 
ringleaders in this insurrection cotsfessed, 
before his execution, that there was a 
conspiracy in which the negroes through¬ 
out the whole isla>jd were concerned, that 
it was to ha^e tjken^ncc on the following 
Wedhesday—jjvery male white parton was 
to have been mur(lere6'—rvery female re¬ 
served for/i worse fate—and riie plan was 
principally^*! ustrated by its having taken 
place prematurely. P. then/ead a 
letter from Barbadoes, containing these 
passages: —“ One mar., who sife^s to 
have been their chief, confessed, before 
his execution, that a conspiracy was on 
foot in which the whole (ir greatest part 
of the island was concerned. It was to 
have taken place f)n the following Wednes¬ 
day, when evffy white m^n was to have 
been n^jissacred, and the town burned. 
Mr. Wilberforce’s name is 6n many of 
their standards which* were foujid. The 
reason it took ])lace before it was ripe for 
execution was, from some of theni-getttng 
drunk, and setting lire to the estates, 
which obliged the others to go on :** and« 
another letter, which stated, as folfows 
By theipd^n confession, ihey have been 
long talking of,*'and expecting their free¬ 
dom. In many of the estates in St. Phi¬ 
lip’s, under the pretence of havj|vg dances, 
they have been long in thrfhabit of Assem¬ 
bling together in grea't humbera to don- 
cert tbmi^lans, and havediired people' to 
read the rmnfnpircr tri'TTtritri tr- 
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gather hfbf mation on what was going to 
be ddne for th^.’^' Ono letter from ano¬ 
ther island, he would beg perniis^on to 
read, because^ whilst it described tbafi' 
island to be in some degree agitated also, 
it strongly recommended the adoption of 
measures, similar to those which he pro¬ 
posed humbly to recommend to the adop¬ 
tion of the House that evening: the letter 
was from the speaker of the assembly of 
the island of iJt. Vincent. Here Mr. P. 
read the letter, in which, after describing 
the agitated siat (^5 oC* the negroes minds, 
aAl asdtibing it to the registry bill, the 
writer proceeih^d Strongly to recommend , 
as the'only means of allaying the ferment, 
a declaration on the part of the parliament 
' df this country, that no intention was en¬ 
tertained of interfering with re.'.pect to the 
freedom of the slaves. ■> • 

J-Iaving described the situation of the 
colonies, and what tid'd happened in som^, 
of them he now came t# the disagreeable, 
but necessany duty, ofstating to tlie House 
his reasons for believing that the cause of 
all the mischief was to be fuup'.'^ the 
conduct of certain persons in this country 
with lespect to the colonies, and especially 
with respect to the registry bill. 
could, lie* tliauglit,. show to the House#* 

, that certain principles had been broached, 
and reasoned upon by persons in this 
country, relating to the condition of the 
negroes, dhd in support of the registry 
bill, which principles were dir^s^ calcu¬ 
lated to h'(jve the eftects so>much to be de- 
ploi^ed, ai^ actually had'produced |those 
effects. These principles, he contended, 
were, eventual emancipation, contempt of 
the mastgr ylnd the Itfbal authorities, and 
a Inference to a supreme authority in this 
country ^r acts of grace and kindness, 
througly the instrumentality of the hon. 
gentlegnan; with these were connecteSl 
coifl^ints of the absence of religious in- 
stru«ion, and allusfons to St. Doifiingo, 
so As to produce a combination in the 
minds of the negroes Vompr^ending 
tli^e silbjects^ and if it apficared that ell* 
these subjects had operated by a combined 
influence u^on the minds of the negfoei, 
was.it poss^le to^void tlie*belief that the 
agitation*Df these subjects, and the pre¬ 
sent sad situation of the, colonies, were 
causcb and effect 1 He should begin Sy 
stating that th^iiArpduction of the regis<^ 
try bill into tbe'House ISst year, was pre- 
*ceded by*the publiclt^an...^' a pau^flilet 
intituled,*** Reasons for establishing^ a Re-'- 
gistry of Slaves in tbye British <!olomes,%e-^ 
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ing n Report of a Committee of tM6lA.fpican 
1 BstitutilrU.” The lion, geptleman fMr. 
W.), wjioiintroduced the registry bill, dis¬ 
tinctly alluded to, and ado[)tt'd the senti¬ 
ments contained in the pamphictjn ques¬ 
tion, upo^i ivhicli be bestowed great praise. 
This pamphlet, among other things, con¬ 
tained the following passage : “ As it is 
impossible suddenly to break their fetters, 
without danger of calamitous conse¬ 
quences, not only to their masters, but 
themselves, we must sufi'er thorn to remain j 
for some coosiderable’Heryid in tlieir pre¬ 
sent state of bond^ige. The most eiltremft 
end abject state of slaveVy tfiat ever de¬ 
graded and cursed mankind, muift y6t 
continue ta be the reproacli of the freest 
and happiest empire that ever the sun be-* 
IiC'Id.” He would ask, whether liere was 
not a dis^vinct avowil of eventual emanci¬ 
pation i 'file pamphlet proceeded t/i 
Silate;- “ The advocates ol'a gradual abo¬ 
lition, and the fewrwho refused even to 
prescribe any term to the slave*trade, pro¬ 
fessed tliem>e]ves to be as earnest in their 
desire «»tC4'form, by all safe means, and 
ultimately to abolish,, the siax'ery ol' our 
colonies, as Mr. Willu-rforce liiniseif.” 
Hpre was eventual emancipation connected 
witii the name of the hpn. gontlenian who 
introduced the registry bilj. Tlie rejairt 
proeceui d ; “ Nor was it to acts of assem¬ 
bly, in any ca^e, that abolitionists professed 
chiefly to look for the amelioratmii of the 
statd oftHJes-slaves.” .What was this hut a 
contempt of the* colonial authorities! But* 
the rt^ioit proceeded to state;, “ Wjtat 
beneflt liiive the slaves in any one island 
yet derivi'd from the abolition acts and 
ftom tlic favonrablo Erlspositionyn the go-* 
vernment and parliament of Great Bsi- 
tain! In tileir legal condition,\^crtainly 
npnc at all. They are still the dbsolute 
property of their master; still fecL and 
clothed, and worked,punisiied ^^is, 
discretion; a few ostensible regulations 
excepted, vvhicli were demortstrably futile, 
^nd have copfesscdl^* proved to tie useless. 
Stiiiliiis extrdrne bondage'is hei'edit|ry 
and perpetual; and still the slaves ard 
' daily*sulijected by law to hardships and 
miseries, againlt which ^ven 4he cham- 
pio»s of the cftionial systwa ‘iJave ex¬ 
claimed, as crufl and needless aggrava- 
ti1l!?)s of their lott” The wrkier l^oidis of 
4 I 10 conduct of the colpfilat assemblies as 
originating in “ a* perverse opposition to 
the vttice of aJifaewd^age, and inHhe con-' 
tuin.acy of these petty lawgiver^ towards 
the mother oountry which protects, and 
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the parliament that has power to control 
them.” Such was the statement of the 
pamphlet with rcipcct to the condition of 
the negroes, and the conduct ^jf the colonial 
assemblies. Could this fail to produce 
discontent and contempt in the minds of 
the negroes ? But it w'as found necessary 
that it should touch upon religsoust in¬ 
struction, and thus it ittf reduced that sub¬ 
ject : “ In some ol?our colonies, at least, 
and'Jamaica in*parlicHlar, laws liavc been 
j passed opposing I'lositive prohibitions to 
the only uttaiiial'ic meAns of religious in¬ 
struction and worship; and though the 
•oval negative has been properly ujiplied 
as ofttm as such acts of assembly have been 
transmitted for his majesty’s allowance, 
'this leiiiporary operation and renewal, 
aided by means of persecution, which have 
been craftily resorted to under other, and 
still subsisting laws, havae very materially 
cliccked tile charitable zeal of those who 
w'ould have communicated freely the be¬ 
neficent light of the gospel to the poor 
pagan bondsmen of our colonies.” The 
report continues : “ It is absolutelj* neccs- 
sar}’, unless negro slavery is to he eternal, 
that those wiio legislate for the British 
West Indies, should soon come to a right 
conclusion on this imporp*it point; to which 
.end, no more is wgciTing thalfthat they 
should if(»! take their opinion||l'rom theTool- 
ish prejudices and !#bisy,clumours of a small 
self-interesttfJ colonial minority, but from 
tlie clear voice of reason and i;>'fk'ricncc.” 
And it,>ncntions,'-‘‘,The intcresiiiiff hope 
that this opprobrious slavery w ill be hence¬ 
forth oo^mitigated^n practice, as to pre¬ 
pare the means of its future extinction. 
That this measure is clearly within the 
comtitutioual authority of parliament; 
that it may most conveniently ^le taken by 
that authority; and- tha^. it neiUier will, 
not* eftectuaily ,can, procc/id from any 
otherl” r 

• Was it possible that these passages, or 
sentimen^ similar to them, could. arrive 
at the minds of tlie negrogs without pro¬ 
ducing *such eflects as those whicli hatt 
hjtpti^ned in the colonies i It was not his 
«p«ir|iiose to advert to the numerous publi¬ 
cations *of a similar or a worse tendency 
which bad appeared on the sb^yect; but 
there was oi}e which lie coQld not omit to 
notice, because he had reason to believe 
that it wa^ sanctioned and supported by 
many bf those gentlemen with wliom the 
registry hill bad' originated. In the 
“ Ch ristia n Observer”»of January last, 
timf of the meeting 
'* * • 
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of parliament, in a review of the report of ■ edwhenj^ should have read the following 
Uie African institution, respecting the re- | extnlctfrom a^port of the African^nstitH- 
gistry bill, were contaiited the following ; tionlatdy'publishcd, and describiag the 
chrhiitin pnssSgcR: “ But the danger, we proceedings tJf that body during the yeaf 
are told is trom Jamaica. 'I'here is to be ! recently ejapsed“ Tlie situation of thCir 
found there a formidable popjiulation, ! slaves and coloured population . in our 
powerful, and, as the resolutions of this j West India islands, has been a subject of 
assei*bly#how, resolute,4o resist. Strange, constant and increasing solicitude with 
indeed, is the effrojdery of such-adeclara- the institution ; and it has been thought 
tion! In tliat island'fcerc are f}l9,9J2 proper to appropriate part of its funds"to 
slaves, and about 12,000 * white iultobi- the encouragement of publications calcu- 
tants, men, women, children. The lated to prove to the planter, that his own 
whole military, force wlvch .they could permanent intgosl? arc identified with 
possibly raise; would not Jmount to S^iOOO tllfe go*od treat rnent apd cdtnfort of his 
men. Is such a puny multitude to jinti# slave. TheinstitutibnhasanxiouslyiBatched^ ^ 
midate this great riation'froir. the pur/iit of for a favourable opportunity of suggesting 
any fit and jiiudable design’ or, it'they measures, which should tend to ameliorate 
liad tlte ludicrous daring to make tljc at- flic^condition, and raise the moral charab- 
tempt, would their bondsmen lose so fair an ter of these despised and oppressed fel- 
occasion of breaking their galling chains ? low-men ; and is (ielennbied to persevere, 

Is It from Jamaica, whose slave-masters, uatil the general feeling of the puldic shall 
but for our daily protec tion, would liave gradually overcome tlioso deep-rooted. . 
the knife at their throats to-morrow, tiiat, prejudices and mistakew views, which have 
we are seriously to dread resistance ?” 1 been so long opposed to the liappiness and 
And further, “We may turn away our rights of the enslaved Africans and people 
eyes from these scenes of slavery and op- ol colour in those colonies.” 
pression. But the eye of tlie Omniscient But wo arc told, that this feeling in the * 
rests upon them. In this day of our glory, colonies, arises from a delusion, and that • 
they are a stain on our well-earned fame, thisdclusionhns beni produced by the con- • 
In this day of religious zeal, they degrade duct of the inhahitawls of ilic colonics. As* 
us from* tilt high station of the patrons ,to thcconductoftheinliabitants of thccolo- 
and benefactc^s of mankind. refbr- nies, he would asT, whelher under similar 
mation, radical ami cfWctivc, in the whole circum.stancc.s, porsonsliere would have act 
of our colpniai system must Ifc made, or cd otherwise ? They had adoptedryroclilul 
tlie day oXretribulioii is not, cannot be, or county iwcetings, tiioir onjjf^n.stitu- 
remott*. Even now lujjfgro ompir# is ris- tional nio^e of expressingtheii scritiments, 
iug in tlie Charibbeaii .^eas, in fearful and,tbey ^ad declared their ojiinion 4f the 
strength and energy. <= Theslave-iirivers registry bid as they really felt it. Would 
cf Jamaica may vet strut llieir liour as Ic- not the same have been done in this coun- 
gUIators, and publish their childish boasts Vry ? liut some persons may say, if they 
of indejiendcuce ; hut they have, in King had not made so much stir, perhaps the 
CIirI^;!oidie,» and President Petion, near business at Barbadocs might not have hap- 
neighhours, wlio^may, ere long, if they pened,-.-perhaps not: perhaps it miglii 
heed not the xalls of mer/y and jnstfee, liave baen postponed a little longer, been 
addrcss^lii-se liluslerersin a style yet more giofe^matured, an',1 "Ipore difficult to be 
peremptory than their own.’’ Mr. P. pros quelled. lie could conceive it possible 
cecded to inquire of the House,, wJiether iha?a man in forture might be, told, that 
it was not ohviops, that nothing more was if he would be quiet, ho ne^huliminish his > 
necesjary to jiroduce what had happened pajps, and thaf his struggles hastened his 
in the VVest indies, than that the pifhci- destruction; to this he would probjjbly 
pies and opinions oontained in the bj^bkst oppose, that bis resistance was the uncon- 
whicli be had read, sboulcl be generally trpliable fe^ort, (i’ nature in favour oflife. 
diffused ? could not be denied that the Mr. P., ?aid, that the efforts of the coTo- 
report, and tl* part of the, “ Christian nists againgt the registry bill had been tl)^ 
Observer” whicb contained the review of natural flnaAii^ablc exeftion^ in protcc- 
it, had been gratuitously deliviytd to al- tion of character,'(tf property and oflife.^ 
most every member of botlfHonses,*and to ^ The hop. gentlemjm who had introduc- 
others; and he would'^leave the-Hoia^to *ed the registry bill, bad’tbtmght it right, 
form its ownopiirion of <he source from amidstHhe many panegyrics which he lyid 
trhirh niirhcrntnitny^MitritiirrlTIhY^^^ • bestowed upon it, to compart it with what 
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he called the plan of Mr. Burke {nd lord 
Melvillei. Mr. P. begged^to be alldwfed 
to call^th^ attention of the House to the 
real nature of the plan of Mr. Burke, and 
the proceedings of lord Melville. In the 
vear 1792, Mr. Burke, in a letter dated 
Easter Monday (a day which would be 
long memorable in the annals of Barba- 
docs), and addressed to lord Melville, 
(then Mr. Dundas), submitted to him a 
plan for the management of the West In¬ 
dies, and which plan lie describes to be 
imperfect, but to have for its intent “ the 
disposing the tninds of ^e objects to re* 
ceiving it without danger to ihcmselves or 
'^\.o us.”“ The plan began by the regula¬ 
tion of punishment, recommending for 
that purpose (what Mr. P. sincerely be-'^ 
lieved would not be acceptable to tne 
planters'of the pri>eent day), an increase 
of labour, and a decrease of allowance,-r- 
it authorized the infliction' of a certain 
number of blows or^stripes without the in¬ 
terference of a justice of peace, which it 
otherwise rendered necessary,-—it created 
a protc^^or upon the spot, in the person 
of tlie attorney-general of the island, a 
, roan conversant with its laws, and not a 
^ ptyson appointed for the purpose, —it in- 
tSi;poscd the decision. of a jury [o decide 
between master and slave^—it levied no 
fees—it contemplated Compensation in 
certain cases‘bf deprivation of property,— 
it made manumission the rewaru of merit 
aloife, afiu- ^^ot the consequence of fortui¬ 
tous omissions^ or errors of description ; 
and S(^ far did it'carry this prinqple, tjiat 
it actually punished crime by aaorfeiture 
of freedom, and a return to slavery,—it 
authorized the protector of the slaves to> 
appoint inspectors to look at the condition 
ana comfort of the negroes, but it took es¬ 
pecial care to enjoin that such inspectors 
siiould be directed to « discharge their 
trust in a manner l^';a^ likely to eitcite 
any unreasonable hope! in the negroes, or 
to weaken the proper authority of the 
overseer.*’ ‘^uch Were some of the provi- 
alon^and prindiplcs in the plan 'of A^r. 
Burke. Mr. P. would appeal to the House 
whettier the hon. gentleman, in his bill, 
had borrowed dhy one oCth^e piinciples of 
tl^a^plan, except, the principle Which it 
seemed to imply, of internal interference 
wfth the colonies^ which principfeV the plan 
^ot having‘been proceeded upon, could 
never have come into discussion. But he 
(Mr. F.) would tell' the hon. gentleman' 
of a meashre of Mr. Burke’s which had 
be^ t^cted ppooji and wliitdt his registry 
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bill directly went to violate. It consisted 
with Mr. P.'s knowledge, and the hon. 
gentleman might easily ascertain the fact, 
that when the act of the Ibth of his pre¬ 
sent majesty’s reign (chap, xii.) was in¬ 
troduced. into parliament, with a view to 
define what would be the control of the 
parliament of tliis country over die eolo- 
I nies in respect to tai^uon, and in which 
bill it was dcclar^, That the king and 
parliament of .Great Britain will not im¬ 
pose any duty, ta^^v or assessment whatso¬ 
ever, payable in .finy of his majesty's colo- 
nicsj^iii North A^perica or the.West Indies, 
(ptcc^t sucii duties as it may be expedient 
to in;pose for the regulation of com¬ 
merce;” Air. Burke was the person, at 
■whose instance the provisions of the act 
were extended to the West Indies, and 
those pledges given which nobody could 
doubt to be completely violated by the re¬ 
gistry bill; but the plan of Mr. Burke 
was after all, inchoate, and never fully 
discussed; and what was the conduct of 
lord Melville, to whose judgment this plan 
was submitted i Did he adofU it ^ , On 
the cofitrary, at the conclusion of the 
Easter recess, in which it seems to have 
been sent to him, lord Alelville himself 
submitted a proposal to parliament, con- 
staining certain regulations reseeding the 
slave trade, seeming to cun/^'inplate Com¬ 
pensation for losses^ occasioned by the di¬ 
minution of diattrade,andconcl.uclingwith 
an address to his majesty, in tl^> fnllowing 
I words ;.p-“ That riiis House woulci enter 
into such measures with additional satis- 
factiop, from the hope and persuasion that 
his majesty will be enabled, by the pru¬ 
dence and wisdom of the respective colo¬ 
nial legislatures, to adopt such regulations 
within the several islands in the West 
Indies, as may (by- certain means) con¬ 
tribute to the $,ecurity, trapquillity, and 
permanent prosperity of those valuable 
possessions:—that considering the parti¬ 
cular i^gylations which may be necessary 
for this purpose, to be tlit^proper province 
of the ■ colonial legislatures, the Uous^ 
Jiad ^lot thought it proper to make them 
,^he subject of its dfliberations: but if 
any circumstances should arise, in which 
our co-operation and assistaudsnshoukl be 
wanting for,.this purpose, '«ive shall at all 
times be ready to aifbrd it.” In tite de¬ 
bate wbiolj, followed this proposition, and 
which Vas adop*ted by the House, a great 
mai^v'Vhose authority nobody could he¬ 
sitate to respeett and who took the oppi^ 

(Mr- Fox)> » 
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reported to have approved of the address 
in some partH, and to have added, that 
*‘asto the idea of meddling with internal 
regulations in*the islands, he thought that 
an afhiir in which there might be some 
little danger, and from which no adequaCte 
degree of good was likely to arise.” 
might, perhaps, .after hearing the opinion 
of such men upon tJte subject of legislating 
for the colonies,—it mVht bo agreeable 
to the House to hear me’opinion of a 
man no Jess eminent late Mr. Pitt), 
expressed upon the sam«subject, but on 
another occasion. Inthejfcar 1796, u’pon 
a motion of sir Phillip Francis, having thev 
effect of legislating internally for the^est 
^ Indies, in favour of the slaves, Mr. Pitt 
* is reported to have said, that ha was 
clearly against passing any law in a Bri¬ 
tish parliament, that would have in its 
operation a local application to every e.s- 
tata in the West Indies* He cautioned 
the House against stirring a question of 
such a delicate nature. The Ilouse had 
relinquished the power of making anyal- 
tcratian with respect to the property of 
the negroes; it had given out of iM hand 
the power of taxation in the colonies: 
therefore, if the stirring of any ques¬ 
tion was^more dangerous and hazardous 
than anothef;; it was tiiat to which he now 
adverted." • • • • 

Before he proceaded*further, Mr. Pall- 
raer said, felt it necessary to advert to 
what had ^beeu remarked by the hon. 
inembef on the subjatK of the Jamaica 
Report, upon which he seemed tp found j 
a suspicion that there had been a colisidc- 
rable importation of negroes into that 
island, especially in the year 1810. With 
the exception of the suspicion which thus 
attached to •Jamaica, he was happy to 
find that the hon. (gentleman had not been 
able to adduqp one singles instance .of a 
violation«of the abolition act on the part 
of the colonies ; and he trusted that whaf 
had appeared to want bxplanatiot hi the 
population return annexed to the Jamaica 
l^eport, would receive such explanation^ 
to the satisfaction of even the hon. gentle¬ 
man himself. In l^e first place, ,if 
hon. gentlest! would look at the popula¬ 
tion return^! tlie year 1807, amounting 
to 819,8.71, and that of the year 1811*, 
amounting to 826,830, he would find that 
. tliere was an increase of byt he 

would also find, that tjiere had been jin 
intermediate legal importation ‘(bd^wid 
the number exported) of f8,982,, making 
«n actual loss,. years, 
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IlySQS lieges, equal to the annual ave** 
rage loss; withdut taking into th^ calcu¬ 
lation an 'accession of numbers under ^ 
clause in the* poll-tax laws, which be 
should presently mention. But the hon. 
gentleman seemed by his gesture to 
.that this explanation would not do—he 
must have comparisons, not between dis¬ 
tant years, but between consecutive years. 
Professing a great degree of inconipr- 
tcncy, Mr. Pallmcr would venture to at¬ 
tempt to give the hon. gentleman even 
such an explan&tion:—the returns were 
stilted fcy the assembly to be*ncorrect—if 
they were corl'cet, there must hawe beer^ 
an illicit importation into Jamaica, in the 
year 1810, of no less than 1%147 ne- 
grqps. Was the Houko prepared to be¬ 
lieve this? A gentleman, a frientj of the 
hon. member, had written a pamphlet on 
the subject of the registry bill, in which 
there had appeared precisely the .fame* 
reasoning upon this subject as that which 
had been used by the hon. gentleman. 
The w'ritcr of the pamphlet scerqgjd to 
have looked with great industry into the 
passing of the poll-tax laws, but it seemed 
as if he had overlooked one of the usual * 
provisions^ in these laws, which might*‘lJte^ * 
very material 'to the present point. The 
•provision to which he alluded was a clause 
I to the following effect:—“ l^rovided al- 
! ways, tha^ this act shall not extend to 
any new settlers in the country^rts* of 
this island, whose ncgfocs or snier slaves 
So not exeCed the numbqr* of ten. tPro- 
vidod alsof that such exemption shall’ not 
extend to s'uch settlers after the first three 
years of such their^ettlements in the 
country parts of any of the parishes of 
this island.’* Now if the hon. gentleman 
would look at the return for the year 

1807, annexed to the .Jamaica Report, he 
woqld find it to be, 319,351; in 18CH3 it 
was 323,827. WasJ^Kpossible to believe 
that this inerpase of 4',476 could have 
conf^rehended the importation which took 
place in 1807, of 15,927 (abdve the#ex- * 
ppnft), without taking into calculation the 
negroes which had been kept unretusncil 
•under the tlause»in the poll-tax law of 
the tii^d j)&cedit% yeari, So the retiyn 
of ISOSt. was 323,714, a decrease upon 

1808, of Jl3 negroes! C^ld any person 
belicvB that tlns^c^uru conld caroprehend 
the import of 1807f of/5,927; and thc^ 
iparther imsort of 180S, of ^055 (beyond 
the exporn, with those whimi would also 
come ift of a third preceding year under 
‘the clause in thCpoU-tax law above cited? 
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lo 1810 there was no poIl-ta:^and the 
return Appears incorrect npon the fa*ce of 
it, as« it'iialurally would b ’. * In 1811 
Icotnes this enormous additfon of 18,11", 
upon 1810; or, if tiiat year was incorrect, 
■na Cflditimi of upon ISuD. Now, 

he would ask the lion. 'Gentleman to look 
at the great iinporfation of 1807 (a groat 
part of whicli must have been at the con- 
,elusion of that year), and the great iin 
portation of 1808, and to say whether it 
was too niucli to helioye, that those being 
the very last iuiport.Yiipn> before the ai>o- 
lition act, eVery overseer, tradesiftan, ^tir 
V new settler of any descfiptrjn, who could 
'‘acquire a few' hundred pounds, or 8 little 
credit, wcruld make tiic most of the last 
opportunity, and endeavour to buy a 
negroes, and avail himself of the clause in 
the polf-tax law,* to keep back their re¬ 
turn for taxation ? If that were the care, 
very large portion of the large import in 
the end of 1807 nnd beginning of 1808, 
and which cannot be otherwise accounted 
for, would not be liable to return until the 
niiddls*’ of 1810, and consequently, the 
March return of J811. Those, Mr. 

< Palloier was sen.sible, were not the oiilv 
• eKplanations which could be ^iven; but 
lie was content to leave it *10 the House 
to determine, whether jtbey would pro-, 
sume, even upon the imperfect statement 
which he had ollered, added to the many 
other pfoofs of non-importation which 
hatl beeil^’irnisbed; that no<violation of 
the abolition abt had taken pVqcc in Jai 
maiej.; or whctTier they w’ouIc£ presume, 
that upon the terror of tlie motion for an 
hon. and learned gentleman’s felony act, 
vessels had instantry been taken, up, and 
dispatched to the co.ast of Africa, andean 
importation been made into Jamaica, of 
vot less than 13,M'7 in one case, and 
3,116 in another, w’ithuut its being in the 
power of the hon./^Mleman to produqe 
proofj" however industriously sought for, 
of the impprtation of one single negroi 
. Delusion^ had iTeen much Complained ' 
of on both sides of this questionbu^ he 
felt h his duty to beg tlie House to exk- 
tuine the details of the registry bill, about < 
which they had heard •sq^mtteh, and to 
aaf whether it* was not io itsctf^4i very 
grpdt delusion.* Under the profession of 
preventing illicit importatidu ol negroes, 
Vi^nder the name tyifi appearance of a 
Jiiaaple registration of property~what was 
it? He begged to dtsclaim all intention to 
spgak diwespeetfully of the gentleman 
WAoii^bdu6ed> or of those who supported 
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that bill; hut a sense of public duty and 
of public danger required that Ik; should 
speak of the 'bill itself in language 
whicli he tluiught it rcqdlrcd. df any 
proof were wanting of the ineompetency 
of persons in this country lo legisiate for 
/he colonies, he contended that sucit proof 
would bo ubund.uUly furnished by tUe.re~ 
gistry bill. VVhalevci;fquivocations might 
have been used ditli re.'pect to its pre¬ 
amble, connec»ting itjwitli wbat was written 
and .said at tbo of its introduction, it 
was impossible dot to consider that it con- 
teirijjlated an jfexisting illicit trallic in 
««lav'c.s. As such, be considered that its 
preiwible was nut founded in fact—he 
coiisitlored that every enaqtmcnt was in¬ 
justice; that its whole .scope and effect was ' 
tlie confiscation of private property, and 
the subversion of the public tranquillity of 
the islands. It had tl^c singular infelicity 
nt once to deepen the dt-hasemenu of 
slavery, and to convert freedom itself into 
a curse. The faithful slave, without ex¬ 
ception of age or sex, was exposed bj' it 
to personal public periodical exaiuqtation 
of evary “ bodily singularity, defect, or 
deformity” (to use the words of the bill), 
whilst the unfaithful and disobedient slave 
escaped into a freedom, for which lie was 
neither prepared ndt qualified, afid w'hich 
could hot fail to be a burj.lien to hhnsclf, 
and a pest to soctetyv It took away the 
protection frliich the law had thrown round 
age and infirmity, and helpedy*h east them 
upon fhe racrcy^of a communitys which 
tlie supporters of the bill described as 
negltgjung the dirties of mercy, when they 
were enjoined by law. To give effect to 
the abolition, by guarding agfunst a supply 
of slaves frdrm abroad, the bill it.self pro¬ 
duced a powerfully operating' cause to 
diminish the number of. slaves at present 
inthe colonies-—to guard ajiainst crime, it 
imposed grievous duties and b^iavy ex- 
•penscs upon persons confessedly innocent, 
and ove^ upon persons incapable of com¬ 
mitting the crime. In a.word, if he could 
have conceived it possible that a persdti 
.cotifid be so base, as to have endeavoured 
to‘frame a measure, by which a sort of 
deceptious emancipation could have been 
accomplisbedj, in a manner V*[uch would 
avoid all tl}e points of compensation and 
inconvenience connected with that mea¬ 
sure, aifd which could hold ^ut to tho. 
slav^ a rnotivff, and a means, for dccom* 
the obji^ct themselves, he thought 
such person could not ^<ive framed a moro 
efiectivcT these purposaa 
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%ln the registry bill. Such was an im¬ 
perfect outline of what the bill appeared 
to him to hav^been. lie would leave the 
House to judge whether it was in itself a 
delusion, or was calculated to delude 
others. 

Unfortunately for those who took the 
Vtew*whltJh he did of this subject, it hap¬ 
pened that they had to contend against 
the influence of feelingJas well as against 
the force of reasonfn”j[ afid they hail to 
require of those at v^ose hands they 
asked for justice, the p^ent and tedious 
duty of disengaging tl\| subject from 
questions which appearl^d to belong,, butr 
which did not properly belong to ity He 
, must beg the •House to consider, that in 
discussing these subjects, they wer9 not 
to decide whether the abolition of the 
slave trade ought, or ought not, to be en¬ 
forced. They were not to decide whether 
slavery was, or was not an evil, or ought, 
or ought not to exist. The abolition law 
was a law of the land, and ought to be 
obeyed. It was founded on justice and 
humanity, and ought to be completely and 
cheerfully observed, and he believed most 
sincerely that it had been so. Slavery 
was a subject of more difficult definition, 
and with respect to^ which there were 
some points which tne House could not 
ovcrlook--.it esisted under the encourage¬ 
ment and faith of tlic gth^ernment and par¬ 
liament of .this country; froefl them Bri¬ 
tish subject had purchased that system— 
what tlTey bad boughug^uld not ba taken 
from them without a full compensation; 
nor could it be altered or deprecated, 
without such compensation, or an absolute 
necessity. Humanity and justice, and 
every natural and moral feelihg, required 
that it should be mitigated, soothed, and 
comforted in evary possible way. No 
man could lament more than he did, the 
existenc# of mvery in any shape—it was 
a sore part of our system, and the fre« 
quent handling of it served to irrjtate, but 
not to cure it: tlie fretfu*! intcr-meddlings 
with-i| by persons in this country, only 
served to make it worse; its abrupt re¬ 
moval would be injustice to one sqjf of< 
persons, whilst it would nqj; be huVuanity 
to oUierB:.j4!^ hold out false hopes, only 
served to substitute disconten^and mutual 
suspicion, where a degree of content and 
confidence did certainly pre^tl. The 
true questions which the* House Vould 
have to apply to these'Subjects, would^^ 
whether the colonies bad, »or had not, in- 
^nged the laws p«iaA)ifii«this* country' 
(VOL. XX:?JV,) 
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relative io*the slave tr jde ? and whether 
they were, or vocl’e nut, of thenisclfes com¬ 
petent ana willing to guard agaimt any 
danger of futuVe violations of the aboUtiod 
act, whic4 might arise out of new circum¬ 
stances, and to make all necessary.-fsr-' 
provenienfs in the condition of the ne¬ 
groes? He hoped, that until those ques¬ 
tions were clearly decided in the negative, 
the House would think that it could not 
interfere without extreme injustice, and 
danger. When he said injustice, he did 
not mean to rause any question about the 
limits of jurisdictifn batwedb the colonial 
legislatures ai*d that of this country. 1^ 
was sdificient for his purpose to contend^ 
that let what was called interftal legisla- 
nog be only an indulgence to the colonies, 
there was nothing to justify their being 
deprived of it; and aft to the Ixtreroe 
danger of doing it,, the House, he be¬ 
lieved, would not hesitate to admit . 
proofs had not unhappily establishcTl the 
fact), that Nothing but danger could re¬ 
sult from a system which should give the 
negroes in the colonies to know, tiilST the 
acts of rigour and restriction under which 
they labour, have been passed by the colo- . 
nial assetnblies; but that they may Wok ■ 
for acts of grace and kindness to a higltef 
and superior au^ority. 

Mr. P. said, he felt it his duty to oifer 
to the Hquse his solemn assurance, that 
the colonies of this country werg^at pre- 
I sent in a state of great*danger^nd though 
I tie could ^pect to do no ^re than warn it 
j of this circumstance, he'ventured tp say, 

. it would dtf well to inquire a little into the 
‘ truth of the statement, from those who 
I Are able to give pft'ticular information. 

I upon it. The House had not far to look 
\ back into English history, for a practical 
i proof of the evils which arise from the 
\ neglect of such caution. Whatever com- 
I lO^rr philosophical (f^ili^cians migirt oiler tp 
Great Britain for the loss of her contfhenta] 
colonies, by reasonings upon thiiir inutility 
to her, h6 believed ho mas was mad. 
enough* at this day, to wi8h*for the loss of 
dur colonies in the West Indies ^ no 
Englishman coqjd dwell^^with pleasure 
upot^thd page •( our hf &ory which re- 
cordell^ffe ^ents of our '.American cont&t. 
If he wei^asked what oaused the fatal 
. loss of otir cbruinental coitonie|, he would 
say, not the stamp ^ct, dr any other ob# 
Innoxious parliamentary enactment, for that 
i'could hav% been repealed iif(*due time; he 
would eak, not an overweening desiri^ of 
independence o#Uie part of*the colonwa, 
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for frequent opportunities oftered bf 9 re¬ 
turn to Allegiance and atfection; but he 
would (oaihtain, that it was a pertinacious 
^sregard of the frequent*’ and solemn 
warnings of local cx}>erience—studied 
etTnV^pt for the colonial authorities;— 
a line of conduct, whicls seemed as if it 
considered that power was right, and that 
inclination alone could constitute expe¬ 
diency. 

He was very sorry to perceive in the 
discussion of these ^questions, that the 
colonial assemblies had b?en treated yi 
many instance'iS with sus^cion, and in many 
Vi, with cootempt. To that so^t of conduct, 
'drid to those who adopt it, he woihd op¬ 
pose tlve ^od taste and good sense of, hq 
believed, a large majority of this nation, 
lie wo^Id ask persons, what they had 
seen in those who*are connected with the 
colonics, or in the public documents whioh 
.l«a.'pj>een received from thence, what they 
had hoard of the ^leople in the colonies, 
from those who have visited them, to in¬ 
duce jhem to think that the colonial autho¬ 
rities are no longer fit to be entrusted with 
the enjoyment of those rights and privi- 
< leges which they have hitherto enjoyed, 

‘ itR# which he would maintain ^they had 
employed, not less -for the advantage 
of this country than „«f their own i 
He believed that a great majority of this 
nation was disposed to do justice to the 
coUinieg<;^ that it knew and appreciated 
their impdk^nce ; that it was ^t-’^dy cor¬ 
dially to condUr in those seiilimcnts oi 
concfliatiun anU confidence *:hich * his 
majesty’s government, in a spirit not less 
of wisdom than of justice, was disposed to 
use towards the colonies, and which h5 
was sure they would not abuse. During 
the. long and difficult struggle through 
which this country had lately passed, no 
part of her dominipns partook more j 
largely of her privo/fqnh, and her su&er- 
ings, than her colonies; none followed I 
her fortunes more loyally, or more hsc- 
. fully; theyvdid not deservg to* be.treated 
with contumely and contempt. % 

Bjefore he concluded, he would beg to ’ 
be allowed tc^ address />ne vford to the' 
bom. gentleman ^ who #aiv. th'j! ‘ nriivdpal 
infiver in the measures to which n>i^ad so 
pften bad occasion to advert* He sup¬ 
posed he w^as not awar^ pprbaps he%vouid 
^ot readily beli^ye, that there was in this 
uottO^y, and also in,the colonies, a consi<; 
derable dfimtTbr of persons anxiously de- 
eirpus to Accelerate, by every‘‘means in 
their p^er,* the progre^ of the religious I 
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I and moral improvement of the negroes. It 
was worth the while of the hon. gentleman 
to ascertain the accuracy pf that state¬ 
ment, and the extent to which it applied; 
for if it were true, it could not fail to oc¬ 
cur to him how much it must conduce to 
the attainment of the great objects he pro¬ 
fessed to seek, to procure the co-rfperdlrOii" 
and concurrence of these persons; how 
much it must teiM to retard and defeat 
the attainment bf fi^ dbjects, to disgust or 
alarm them. Prudent men would be un¬ 
willing to open tne door of'reform, while 
they saw there persons fcady to rush 
Hi, who, without sfSll, without experience, 
agains^, every remonstrance from the voice 
of local knowledge, would proceed to 
carryc into effect the wildest schemes of 
improvement. Practical and beneficial 
reformation could best, he would say, 
could only be accomplished by the aid of 
those who had to carry it into efi'ect. 'It 
did not require much know'Iedge of man¬ 
kind to be convinced, tiint a code, although 
somewhat defective, if zealously executed, 
was more likely to be useful, thafi the 
most cbmplete code which could be de¬ 
vised, forced upon those who were to be 
the unwilling instruments of its execu- 
tioii. j ^ , 

One ^consideration he was anxioq,s to 
subhiit td the must serious attention of the 
House. What had happened in the island 
of Barhadods, had taken place on a coun¬ 
try level, unwonted, without'Hocal fast- 
nesscs,ia military station, and where there 
was a population of white and black in the 
propA'tion of one* to foui-; the very re¬ 
verse he stated to be the casein our larger 
West India islands, and the average pro¬ 
proportion of population ibroiiglioui them 
was not more than one to teiv. The his- 
to^ of a once great aiidtbiurishing French 
colony had oft&n been alluded to in the 
discussion of tliis subject. In his opinion, 
it was impossible to allude too often to 
tliat awfpl and qsc'ful lesson. If there 
were any one point amidst the many which 
arose but of this question, upon .which 
(IteA' copld hardly be a difference of opi- 
Wi}; ,but upon which, if there were a 
doubt,'it could be removed by referring to 
every person who had visited^ose coun¬ 
tries, and teen their natbre—-every go¬ 
vernor, and every naval and military 
commander—it was this—that if it should 
unfortunately napjien that the agitation 
qaA-^lfiscussion of these subjects in this 
country,^shoui^ product in the West India 
colonies,* a^ tp i ril^ rfs i nsuhordiDatioD and 
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of insurrection, it would not be in the 
power of any force, moral or military, 
which this country could apply to that 
spirit, eitlier4o controJ or subdue it. 

In conclusion, he had only to repeat, 
that desirous as he had exprcssc^d himself 
to be for the House to receive the fullest 
_ ipformaj^ion upon the important subject Sf 
the West India colonies, he did conceive 
that the House Wd, ynder existing cir¬ 
cumstances, a prior duiy to perform-^that 
of dispelling llie deruxi^in and quieting the 
agitation which prevai^d in those colo¬ 
nies. Conceiving that tUis was essentially 
necessary, and that it at the same time 
useful and expedient to call upon tlie co¬ 
lonial authorities, to take all practicable 
measures for*thc benefit and improvement, 
of the negroes, he should venture tef move 
an amendment to the motion of the hon. 
gentleman, to the following effect;—To 
leave out all the ifords of the motion of 
the hon. gentleman which followed the 
word “ That," and to substitute the 
words following:—“ That an humble ad¬ 
dress be prc‘sentcd to bis royal highness 
the Prince Regent, praying that ^he will 
be graciously pleased to cause communi¬ 
cations to be made to the governors of the 
several islands in the West Indies, signi¬ 
fying bis rs>yal highness’s |)leasurc that 
theyvdo take immediate mcasurc^t to pro-' 
claim, througITout the colonies which they 
respectively govei^, nis roygl highness's 
highest displeasure at the daring insurrec¬ 
tion Tshich has lately %»lccn place in the 
island of llarbadocs ;*to declare^ in the 
most public manncir, liis royal highness’s 
concern and surprise at the false aufl mis¬ 
chievous opinion which appears to have 
prevailed in some of the Bruish colonies, 
that either his royal highness, or the Bri¬ 
tish parliathent, had sent out orders for 
the emancipation of the negroes ; ^nd 
humbly to rtSpiesi his royfl highness, that 
while Ifls royal highness directs tlie most 
effectual measures to, be adopted for dis¬ 
countenancing these uiifsunded aad danger¬ 
ous impressions; his royal highnes,s would 
also be graciously pleased to recamimei\,d, 
in the strongest manner, to the local auiUor^ 
rities in the respective colonies, to tarrjf 
into effectively measure which may tend 
to promote t]|)e moral anH religious im- 
rovement, as well as the Comfort and 
appiness of the negroes.” 

Mr. Watson Tay/orsecondeikthetttnend- 
tnent. He said, lie had attended tt^aU the 
statements of the^hon. gentleman who bed 
epoken of the degrade^tate of the nc; 
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I groes. He disagreed with the Hon. gen- 
I t/eman Ivho thought that the Jat§ palami- 
I tous evegts w^ere not in any degree con¬ 
nected with l^e discussions in tilat'Housg. 

[ On the contrary he.wa- persuaded they 
were to be attributed to them. He wished 
the House to legislate upon this im^iiauc' 
subject, not theoretically, but ay^came 
practical reformers. Ho was persuaded, 
from the condition of the negroes, that if 
miscliief was not done by the agitations 
and discussions in the House and in this 
country, much aii^bt be done towards 
tiicir dQmeliorafiol. Ille ^neeived that 
the proposed bill .fcno^tuiA create a dis¬ 
trust j^n the mind or'^BS^-gro, by hiducii^,,' 
a belief that his master «as indisposed to 
•do that which the lcgislal\|^jvili^d to do.^ 
The hon. gentleman who Spoke lirst had 
referred to the inefficiency of ll^: House 
of Assembly at Jamaica: of that body he 
thouglit it right to «ay, that it was com¬ 
posed of persons of high accomplishflaewHi,- 
full as muph so as wy member of this 
House; but how was it possible for the 
colonial assemblies to carry into efi^t the 
measures of conciliation recommended, 
when they were accused of falsehood, and 
when every opprobrious epithet was used 
to prejudice them ? He trusted the'f&B-* 
tish parliament would act with liberality, 
and do justice *<0 the rights and interests 
of the colonies. • 

Mr. Barham said;—Sir ; altliough it is 
my intention to vote for the motion that 
,has been Jakt made, yet, inm^ opinion, it 
falls short of what is callforbr ]jy tke oc¬ 
casion, afid what the hou. mover «vould 
have been supported id proposing, by the 
present feeling of tl^ House. Let us ex¬ 
amine what that occasion is. A charge 
is'brought against the colonies, accusing 
them generally with oppression, cruelty, 
and indeed of every other enormity of 
wHjeh human nature is capable, but par¬ 
ticularly of carryiiig'kn a felonious^ trade 
in slaves, and. a bill is thereupon brought 
in 'professing to remedy the* latter evil. 
The bill, however, is not Pgll^wed and* 
^Ias on one hand, no opportunity is afford¬ 
ed to the accused of vindicating themselves, 
while un,ttte oth«r hand, os was foreseen 
and^r^cJd, is so misunder- 

stood^Jjt^laVes, that it has caused a 
general Jl^^^ent among .them, which in 
one Island ha%bipken out ioAo a lamen¬ 
table insurrection. • ,* * 

> What,|on sudi an occasion, ought to 
be done/ You ought as soon as possible 
to dolhat by tl^ accused, wjjich in ooin- 
1 ' X 
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non justice cannot be denic(\p You I ingout on the side of the West Indiana; 
l^gfit eilher publicly to retiract the tfccu>' and supposing that the prejudices against 
sBtion, or^o afford them a public judgment | them must also be wearing out, I hoped 
tipon it? With regard to the slaves nut a . that the happy day was fast*'approaching 
moment should be lost in tranquillizing i when—their mutual passions being cooled 
^ their minds as fully as that can "be done. —their great subject of difference at an end 
Noj^S Sir, the former of these objects, -j;-the long contending parties would disco* 
which ^tuld have been obtained, had the ver that their purpose, now at least, cp^4>- 
measure been brought to an issue, is again be but one; that self-interest and huma* 
deferred, and the latter will, 1 fear, nity equally calleAon them to pursue the 
iV>t be as conipletrly effective, as it might same path, and ai |n gt the same object, 
have been; fori do not tliink that any namely, to fit the, [>!ives gradually for as 
«xp]anation of the m»aAre which can be much freedom a.^ou cun,, and to grant 
conveyed to tj'e sla^vs Liir'put their min^s them as much freedom as they can bear, 
at rest, as the'^'.*t^i'rpi|tron jrould that it ^'hat on nfUking fhis discovery the parties 
's;vas finely aband*-tied.« would shake hands and join in the same 

The iutg calaintous events have indeed pursuit.. That one side wodd not disdain 
afflicted., 1»,'»surprised me. 1 foretold to receive information from the other as * 
them in this Ylouse, when about a }%ar to facts and localities, which they had the 
ago, there being (lien some ten nr twelve better means of knowing, and that the 
members present, the hon. gentleman other side would not disdain to receive 
«(Mr. Wilherforce) thought that a fit mo- light, and advice from those whose inqre 
bringing in a bill which was to peculiar study and practice of legislation, 
shake the Ihitisli West Indian empire to and whose more distant, and therefore in 
its fouiulatioii. 1 have not ceased to many respects more commanding view of 
repew^tliis warning in my daily conversa- the case, must entitle their opinions ^o the 
tioii with tlie members of this House ever greatest respect. Alas! all this beautiful 
since; and 1 told them not only what prospect has been destroyed at once, and 
nyotf ld happen, but how it would happen, destroyed by a man w ho seems to think 
JlnoAe particular indeed, my expectations that calumny and insuU are the only pro- 
have fallen .somewliat'short of the event, per inducements to Ibad men 4.> {food, or 
1 hardly looked for it quid' so soon, for I to (;onfir/u them in it, who seems to think 
had not sudL'iently considered how admi- that nothing is troy but what goes to West 
rably calculated the hon. gentleifian’s mode Indian concl^innatiun, that nothing is just 
of procterlmg was to accelerate the catas- but what goes to West Indiaajf'ruin, and 
troplie. 'rf-'. 'j'is no course he touUl have that no means are fit for Great Britain to 
adopled^so to ferward as well iSi toinsure employ towards Ifbr colonies, but force 
it. I do not indeed mean tlijit my hon. and violence. 

friend has intended to produce these ef- Tne consequence hn.s been such as 
fects, but 1 must ^[ccply condemn him might be expected. I’aities are now 
that being warned that such effects must thrown to arv irrecuncileable distance; all 
follow', he raslily persevered and does still the good that might have bepn obtained 
seem to persevere. If niy hon. friend by co-operation is .lost for ever, and it 
Suspected that a slave trade yet lurked in wosjld be expecting too much from human 
any of the islands, ^ ^lat such enormity nature, not to suppose that I'bme good ob* 
could exist as the ffetaiaing free persoifs ' jeets wbicli-niiglit under other ciroum- 
in slavery, why did he not institute ai\ in- j stances have been aoon attained, will now 
quiry into the fact*? Had iny.hon. friend j be at legist deferred, because they .have 
• doiw this, life rhould have lied the- utmost 1 been recommended by fliose who speak 
assistance from tliosc who were best ftbl'',,; .anlf in the language of inveterate enmity, 
to assist him, both to discover the evil,^S^B'eed, some improvements which were 
and if it were discovered, to extirpate it. * growing daily more practicable, are now 
Hpd he merely- apptelftnsij^that out of the question, as the 
auch evil might arise, he had slaves have been filled vyith discontent, 

their utmost in^uence to obtiih.’n t^ie cq- and those ot the masters with alarm. It 
ionics preventive laws sivsn thougn such seems, Imwever, that this discontent, and 
**'mjght have to thcm^lvcs appeared laws . the coosCqueiit insurrection, ^whatever 
of supererogation. •* { * [ caasi^ciiey are'lo be imputed to, are not 

Sir; J have observed with great satis* ilto be imputed (o the r^istry biU, or the 
/s|iph[fiN^> tlia( many prjpdices ivere we^-J proceedioga^f^tbyie^^o nramed la 

' - • • 
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this really so t If it be, touch as 1 am 
surprised, 1 am at least equally delighted. 

1 rejoice just as any man must, who sees 
his enemy pl&nt himself in a post he can 
by no possibility defend, and from which 
he cannot easily escape. To render this 
escape more difficult, 1 call on the Hou^e 
to that such .is the position by 

which they mean |q abide ; namely, that 
the insurrection was not caused by the 
registry bill, or tlie prcceedings of its* pro¬ 
moters. Sir I am th^.fnore anxious to tix 
this in gentlemen’s minCis, because it ap¬ 
pears that Qur adversaries are not disin¬ 
clined wh'en they find'it convenient, ^ 
slip away, both from their engagements, 
and their declarations. Of the fermer 1 
give as an instance, the frequent, thepub-» 
lie, and the recorded engagements, that 
were made before the abolition passed, 
that there they would stop, that however 
tliey might desire improvement, or even 
emancipation (though 1 rather think the 
latter was generally disclaimed, as being 
impracticable), they would look for tliese 
th^n[J^ only iii the certain effects of the 
abolition, or in the spontaneous proceed¬ 
ings of the assemblies. But how is this 
now explained away ? Why, in a way 1 
think not very easy to- have anticipated. 
They ihea.it only tliht they would not at¬ 
tempt eman^patinn by insurrwftion.;—a 
rare concession, truly> and which cxem- 
plihcs not amiss tile extravagant state of 
their mibds. Not by insurrection. Why, 
who supposed they^ rJeant to ^o it by > 
insurrection? Did h^t we know that if 
they did attempt to de any tliirfg Jby in¬ 
surrection (with all respect for their phi¬ 
lanthropy, and the other virtues that no¬ 
body possesses but themselves), they must 
have been,tried for their lives r 

This is one example of their adherence 
to engagements ; and 1 will now produce 
one oi^thei?*adherence to declarations. It 
is too recent to be forgotten-, and too pl^in 
to be misunderstood.- The bill in question 
was brought in on the ground that there 
' actually existed a contraband trade in 
slaves. Such wa$ the plain understrfidin^ 
of the preamble, and such the poiWf^ 1 
which the arguments rested, by*wHich it 
was supp'Jfted; and yet n6w, when it turns 
out, that nOtfSuch trade'has existed, the 
author of the bill wheels round, and pre¬ 
tends, that this never was the dhundation 
on which the bill was rested w hatever 
name such conduct nught toD^charac-' 
terized; 1 am anxious tq guard ggainsl'lta 


therefoje 1 again call on every man to 
record it in lijs. own mind, that the Aiflg 
now affiimed is this, that the jate tmflr- 
rection did not arise from the 'registsf 
bill, or the proceedings of its supporlera. 
Little reliance. Sir, as I may naiurallv 
have on my own powers, formidahfejis t 
know those to be which ^'opfiosedto 
me, here 1 do not fear them at ail. They 
will nevoo be able to persuade one man 
besides themselves of jl statement so glar¬ 
ingly untrue. Why ftideed should I ex¬ 
cept themselves 'A They may gloss it over 
So thtfm.selves*'asJthf(|r'do- 4 o others; but 
there will 

small^ viice,^’ which ii4 an inhabitant ^ 
every bosom, will be hevd, aqd will tel! 

^ them, “ this has been yir^WiiaiMuik.” AH, 
^"18 true, will not hear tliis with equal 
pain. Some are so absorbed iiv contem¬ 
plating the beauties of their desired eman¬ 
cipation, that they tvill feel but little for 
the miseries of the prqcess. The ortglnaf 
author of the bill may retire to the deli¬ 
rium of his own passionate prejudice, and 
fairly balance the happy ruin 'Uf the 
planters, against the unhappy destruction 
of their slaves, iliut where will my hbn. 
friend (Mr. W.) hide himself, whp |^ atJ 
some still a(id solitary' hour, these 
slaughtered blacks seem to approach him 
and to say, this time twelve-month wc 
were innocent and contented, and but for 
you we'Should have been innocent and 
contented,still!” If ever I ha^ envied 
any man's fame; if evesi^have envied 
any mait’s feelings, it lias beea^ th^ fame 
and the*teeling to which my hon.* friend 
was entitl^, on his accomplishment of his 
great work, the abolition. And this is thd 
last moment that I would undervalue that 
work; for now that, urged on by desperate 
counsels, he has produced csdamities of 
which no man can foresee the concIusi5n, 
ht will I fear i]yeed all the consolation, 
which the good ht? lifts heretofore done can 
afford him. • That such a change can have 
happened, and to such a m'an, is indeed 
most painful to know ! and so painfvl is i?* 
f&fl^xpress it, that nothing less than the 
desire of persuading him yet to stqrin his 
course,, and (i^it be not 1:00 late) to saVe 
hidvsfelii ft omjh6 4Bi.ft.<iiwe be cannot escape 
if he'>efggf3^*would b^ve induced me to 
say wnaf hhave said. • 

But the inaurrectioDMtbe^^say, has iu)t 
been at all owin§ to the registry bill, on 
the proceedings Us promoters. Now^ 

I we sfy.U can be dtslinctiy traced to that, 


judihg repeated iq jth^sii^eseDk case; ai^ |and qo other ii^e,and we*askwhat|irbof 
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Tou require of the truth of our aescrtion. 
Every of proof you ohoU have thut is 
applicable,tO' historical truth, and ever^ 
ittud of*proof in the highest/legree. Is it 
testimony you would have ? you shall have 
the testimony of every white inhSbitant of 
the j^i^hies, unless perchance it be that 
•f som^tiViCTant preacher, or some emis- 
ran of Uie At4can Institution. 

Well, but hero I foresee .tbcl all this 
testimony will be dot aside by one of the 
two axioms of our opponents. Those who 
•re conversant with productions will 
know what I^ea'nlby|tH%' two axiomii 
but for the be1R.:^^a^lthe^, I will state 
em. ^xiom tjHe'' lirsl^ is this; ^^et a 
man’s cha^acteii^e ever so unstained, his 
di8interopt**^’’‘’*T ever so manifest, liis»l 
' condition eve^o respectable, yet if he* is 
guilty ofthaving aqy West India property, 
if he is contaminated with any West India 
connexion, his evidence is not admissible 
■ *iirBlly»thing that concerns the West In¬ 
dies, unless it be against them, and thus 
all those witnesses, who are at least the 
best formed, arc set aside. Axiom the 
second is the converse, viz. Let a man’s 
condition be ever so‘base, his character 
‘.CKt so degraded, the immediate motives 
oTnis'^evidence ever so manifpstl 3 ^fouI, yet 
if that evidence goes' against the West 
Indies, it shall be decisive. The only 
quesUon thalF seems to be put to him is, 
« do you bring an accusation ? §f you do, 
no matcer what you )iuve been, no matter 
what you a^ ao matter what 'you intend J 
to be.'yolit' being a West IndiaA accuser ' 
balances all, come to our fratliroal e'm- 
brace, sit down at our love-fe:i»s, clothed 
in white, and be our i^other.” Now, Sir,* 
it is quite clear that by axiom the first, the 
testimony of all the white inhabitants *13 
set aside. But stop, I have one class of 
nfhn whom it will not reach. I mean all 
the king’s officers, civil, inilitary and naval. 
The testimony of aK these you shall have 
to a man. Why what can be answered, to 
these I ThAre is hewever an answer, and 
**I can venture to foretell it. -We shall be 
told, that these indeed would be very dh 


_-fflng 

finom the rcpreseM(£;ii;i« oU-th# planners, 
'Cheir statemient^ cannot upon. 

All white evidence is thus ^i^se^ of; 
mhieh b^ids to, bear a* little hard upon 
me. I am not heweVler conquered yet. 
Wffl you have blafck evidence^ if so, 
you ttbdl have the evidence of. qll the 
hliU^iL Th» evidenceynf those noble 
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creatures who stood by their masters de¬ 
fending them at the peril of their lives.— 
The evidence of those who were misled, 
and have since returned to their duty,— 
the evidence of those who before execu¬ 
tion confessed the cause and motive of 
tljeir crime. Here, I suppose 1 shall be 
told that these people speak oith^ uqde; 
the influence of bribe^ or the fear' of 

E unishment; and oerta'inly if I am thus to 
e answered, 1 jpan, prpcccd no farther, for 
it is quite clear, tha^if neither white evi¬ 
dence, nor black evidence tic admitted, I 
cannot prove my case by testimony. 

^ But, tesnmony»apart, wc hava here cir¬ 
cumstances such as perhaps never con¬ 
curred,on arty occasion before, and which 
really amount to demonstratfon : we have 
14 slalrc colonies, all ip a state of profound 
tranquillity when the registry bill arrives, 
and upon its arrival all of them are thrown 
into a state of general ferment. What 
else had happened to which that effect can 
be assigned ? You say they were oppres¬ 
sed, and oppression is the parent of revolt. 
—Good—but that state had continued 150 
years, and Do such consequence haS fol¬ 
lowed. Doubtless there had been occa¬ 
sional insurrections ; but these have been 
confined to very narrow limits, and were 
very unfrequent. For obserne, that nei- 
*thec the»Mcroon nor the Charibbec wars 
have any thing to ^9 witli aft insurrection 
of the slaves,. When such events have oc¬ 
curred, in no instance has contain spread 
from one colony tv another. Nor indeed 
could it*well, the cflmmunication between 
most of*them being rare, and in fact al¬ 
most Rnpossible from those which lie far 
to leeward. Granted, then, that these co¬ 
lonies were, to a certain degree, in a state 
naturally liable to discontent, yet gene¬ 
rally exempt from it, and all of them com¬ 
pletely free from it at tile moment, what 
can have procluced this Isiimultaneous 
citange ? can we by possibility iiApute it 
to the pature of theic permanent condition, 
which hafl existed so long, and must we 
not look for some especial* cause acting at» 
OQc% and in the same manner on 'them 


exceptionable, if they knew any thing of The peculiar case of Barbadoes fur- 
thonselves, but that taUng every thing nishA some additional proofs. This co-' 

lony is the old&t of any. Th® laws par¬ 

taking of the spirit of the fge they weire 
framed in, ai% here more severe than iii 
any othe®, Yet never has there been in 
this Iaktid*$n)i» case of insurrection, or 
alaran insurrection. But the registry 
bW comes out, ,the ferment begins, the ^ 
appearance of ev^ p^ket is eagerly ex- * 
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pccted with the order for emancipation, nic»>padianient^ry proceedings i , Nch~>it 
and when the last packet arrives without is ushered hitd notice in a manner altoge- 
such order, disappointment explodes in a thcr new and^xpressly calculat'ed'to pr^ 
nearly general revolt. duce extraordinary publicity. It is prece^ 

But it is said this event is not ^owing,to ed by apablication in the nature of a mani- 
the registry bill, but to the misunderstand- pfesto, which is circulated with tl)^ gjieatest 
iug of the bill. 1 can attach no weight ft) industry, and with the sanct^'i''c)^ an au- 
tU'is'll'cplf. If I say a thing which 1 know thority as great as any prKme association 
w'ill be misunderslbbd, { am myself guilty can give^ai^his publicat^, so sent forth, 
of the untruth. If 1 do a thing which 1 contains ev^y statemeiK, every argument 
know will from misrepi^sentation produce that can induce ^he slaves to extreme dis> 
injury, I am myself the author of that in- content; and if ^soeiuent be the parent 
jury. Thus it was with the bill. We f|f insurrection; tMin^ivecjjon. Its laa> 
know it wp/not actually, a bill<>f emanci- guage is passion M. The slaves 

pation [although perhaps by some it wa§ are told that thi^afe'^pressedln evej^ 
intendeu to produce that eficct); but what possime way ; they aril told that their 
w’as our maiir argument against it? It, •masters, both from choigeh^dc'QLnecessUy, 
was this, that the nieasure could n&t fail wiH continue this oppress!^ but that tlieir 
to be misunderstooS by the slaves, and masters are a petty, definable body, both 
that it would not be possible for us to per- as to intelligence and force; and that 
suade them, but that it was designed to there is a stronger power over the water 
prbducc their freedom; if instead of com- ready to take their part. Yet the-><nh-*~ 
ing from their own masters, and their own chief which,has ensueef, is to be charged, 
government, it should appear to be forced not on the book and those who have abet- 
on these by those who had always de- ted it, but on those who have answiwed it 
claini^d against slavery, and expressed without doors, and opposed the measuro 
their desire of emancipation. founded on it here 1* Some people, how- 

Sir, a still more extraordinary defence ever, imagine, that all this might hav e beeaj 
has been attempted. The inhabitants of kept from the knowledge of thp 
Barbad^es ij seems have produced this in- and they complain bf newspapers and in¬ 
surrection themselves; they have con- * discreet conversations in the colonies. But 
trived their own ruin in order to furnisH an it would have been the idlestmtteoapt ima- 
argument against the ^gistry bill, and fur ginable tv conceal from the slaved the 
t!)e same purpose the other colonies have knowledge of what was passing h«re,,aDd 
placed^tlieraselves in a sbitc of the greatest ^nothing can more clearly sjivw the igno- 
danger, and reducedTwieir propdtties to ranee of tome persons a# to t^ pHreaent 
the utmost depreciation. It seams tliat stMc of tile islands than their supposing it 
we, who here in parliament, and Itliers possible. 'S^ie slaves are also perfectly 
who in writing, have pointed out the mis- aware of the means they have of resistance, 
chiefs of the measure, in ordgr to prevent and pretty well understand the views and 
its adoption—we are the persons, forsooth, nfbans of those who would support thent' 
who have caused those mischiefs, and not here. Without the slightest hesitation 
they who originedly framed the bill, pnd would 1 communicate to the slaves all the 
still suspendvit over our lieads. Why trq^h on all thci|e subjects, but what 
what Wi9re we to do ? Were .we to be si- fear is, when they arcs told that which ia 
lent when that was passing which we be- not the truth:—when they are told diet 
lieved would be certainru in, lest by bppos- their masters wantonly oppress them, aod 
yig it we might produce a danger ? Sir, we ever will oppress them :-aiwtlen they art? * 
know ‘the danger of speaking out^ but it ^oM that Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Stephen, 
was our only chance; haply it yet and Mr. Macanley love them batlex'-tfaan 

gave us—the other course waa jceMain* those who live ontheir labours. Sk^there 
death. S^l, might wc not have con- may be ^»ny tixlgptisftvs but I dedare 
trived it soCthat what we said wool^ have my soleiQ^^itnf^ioD, that Hlastmajority 
had less -publiciky ? How thfs was to be of therr,ma|ter8 are im^ssed with the 
managed 1 do not know; but really this most* just and» tgpder septiments towards 
is a strange imputation op nsid^ iqg the their slaves. 1 believe that from thdr inA 
quarter from whence it.cojneSr*^^^wl)pm .proving tmstoms and»manners (which are 
was the publicity first provoked? Did seldom fpilowed at equal pace by the laws) 
4he hon. gentlemaXbringh this .bill with, in the*coloiueamhe condition or the sieves 
only the usual .pubficityjl^ch accompa" has been for som^ime as rapidly improv- 


/ 
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ing ms I'jt ijaaid perhaps irmprove with per* 
waaent. benefit. to themse^s, apd'I be- 
lim«« thitf if the African In^^titution were 
in the place of these masters, they would 
OjOt fina it easy to do mi’ch moreefor the 
aiavesx^iyd as to the pseudo philanthro* 
piste ano^Tb^Dg philanthropists, 1 believe 
tb^ would doNinuch less. 

utUe need, r\hink, now be,^, as to 
tlMi alleged exist^ce of a contraband 
. slave trade. 1 knot|» not, indeed, whether 
ttie allegation tliat .^aii ^rade does exist, 
has been entire^ but at anj^ 

^i^rate those who\-;^^B^t|h®ve completely 
in proving Froving their 

c^e ? Why they Jtave not yej^ beeir able 
to frameyj(^elc ^fccusation 
■ slave trading ia4 thing that must have tiixe 
* and placf. Give ps but time and place, 
and guilt shall be presumed till innocence 
is demonstrated. BuMime and place yoil 

• *vrifrjtot. give, for you cannot. Dolus in 
ggneralibus venatnr* Direct facts are out 
of the ipiestion, and the whole is a chaos 
of susioised and remote Inductions from 
statements which I shall presently show 

* are not always very coitect. I beg pardon, 

‘there are some few facts—the Spanish 
"cjpSUt* in Trinidad, a statemeitt which 
carries absurdity on its tach. Tlicre is 
the Danish island, where <some custom¬ 
house officer^ advertised for informations, 
and sk far as it appears, lost hisVnoncy— 
and-ihere is the boy Charles, respecting 
whose freedeisj^it is t'hought tlfe^uty de¬ 
cided tvrofm. , ' < 

iTha ab^tion law, like every other larw, 
tpay have been occasionally ^oken ; but 
so clear of infraction. I did not suppose 
the cpioflies could ha\^ been, as it appears' 
they are. The absence of all specific 
charge is, however, curiously accounted 
fpi*. The colonists, hitherto represented 
as so contemptible in their means, all^at 
once i^art up in a #ne^ gigantic shape.n 
They nave been able it seem; to introduce 


[im 

rious. What! no -ohe nelghbbor Who 
from honesty, no penitent wno from' re¬ 
morse, no diseased servant from re¬ 
venge, no person who fbr the reputation 
of a saint, will disclose the solemn secret ? 
^No,’ even* that fearless and thoughtless 
cl&ss, the British sailors, are here all pa¬ 
ralyzed and dumb* as by enchiftitmtor. 
But need 1’ go on|—leb these mysteries 
be 1^ to the contemplation of those, who 
recognise the iify8tkia<e8 of Udolpho as a 
portion of true history. 

Such extravagance does n‘ot indeed de¬ 
serve serious refutation; yet or^ attempt 
HVkS been made which calls for notice on 
another account, namely that it may be 
The act of i held u{) to public indignation. Would 
'' ' ‘ ' any man suppose that anonymous evidence, 

not for the discovei^ but the proof of 
crimes, would have been proffered to a 
British public, by a Bntish lawyer, and 
recommended by a British institution? 
Yet so it is, and the excuse alleged is, 
that these anonymous persons being in 
West India employ might lose their 
places, if their ntoes were kAnwn. 
What, 'Sir! did it not occur to the 
African Institution, to consider a little 
the morality of employing such persons, 
or the common sense of trusting^them I 
•Men who were desirous of remaining in 
the ‘eropmy, and continuing^o receive the 
wages of those whof?n they were accusing 
ana betraying. But let us capsider of 
what class and description such persons 
could bs. PropriliOTS they cannot t>e by 
their ow,n statement. Nor can they be 
persoits in the prin^pal charge of estates, 
for then they might have rectified the 
abuse instead of denouncing it. They 
must be pei^ons in the subordinate sta¬ 
tions. Could not thi» African Institution 
with all its riches and iis influence, have 
indemnified a«-West Indiqfi overseer? 
Could not my hon. friend, who is said not 
t6 be always unsuccessful in this sort of 
n^ociatign with government, have made 


a system of •terror, ^at mocks all the tbr- 
itMwiSOrjsip of Robespierre or B‘uonapart6. an” application for some trifling post, on 
‘The deeds of their revenge do not indeed ^ch an occasion ? Well, Sir, if the ac- 
axBcUy appear, excepting in the instaace^’si ^ .s will not indemnify their witnesses, 
•fa man, whp about |he tifne of the |*tne reused shall. Let but * these Wor- 


.^Uyerican reYoli ttloP ..Tjj^ng a4 Informer^ 
{an .a subject quite unca(v;i%Ns^d mth the 
dave trade, wal. tarred and mitered in, 
tlie AnKrican style, and sgmchotv tfolild 
obtain justuy iia St. Christophers.* 
IflMyui nri^- Sir. /diiut Ka. 


thies siep forth, let them ^rove their 
chargd, and let them afterwards show 
they have ins consequence been discarded 
from any employ, and I venture to promise 
that the shall be made goods,to them, 
Jjir, tiiusc inust ba dreadful . evep bJwk;“^^'4ny they shdl-have served 
indeed{ when no intbraielt' can be i so convict. Now, Sir, 1 hope 1 have on- 


fouad to deiy)unce a br^cii of ’ttfie law, 
which in Its own natur^tdiSust be so noto- 


locked the lipiJitf the gfiaat African In^-w. 
\ution, and 1 stifjlbse asy will 
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«tart up. to interrupt me to produce their 
Dames [Here Mr. B. paused, but Mr. W. 
said notiiingl. Sir, there are one or two 
more points connected with this accusa¬ 
tion which require notice. The first is 
the process employed in it. 1 had ima¬ 
gined that according to the .notions pfi 
justice in ever^-age, and every country, 
tbe'first thing in ^uch cases was, to esta¬ 
blish the actual existence of the crime; 
but here a new proce.|s is discovered. *The 
first thing is, to pitch oh a set of men and 
to speculate bow far they are likely from 
their habit|, and characters to have com¬ 
mitted crime and th£n upifn what b 
called “ a very little direct evidence,'’* {o 
find them gtulty. In order fo prove the 
existence of a contraband trade, it is* 
stated that the colgaies, and particularly 
Jamaica, are hostile to manumission. In 
order to prove tl^t the colonies are hos¬ 
tile to manumission, it is said that laws 
exist, requiring any one who shall manu- 
mise a slave, to enter into a bond that such 
manuraised slaves shall not become charge¬ 
able the parish; but that this is a mere 
pretext, the real object being to idiscou- 
rage manumission. The contrary is af¬ 
firmed on behalf of the colonies, and to 
this it is answered that such affirmation 
is falsef and fraudulent, for that manu-, 
misfid siaves^are not chargeabU to •the 
parish.'* From rpcoVection I thought 
th^ had .been chargeable, and. by inquiry 
1 find I* am not mistaken. Thus it ap- 

I iear^ that those whq so coarsely^ive the > 
ie to others, are tfiemselves at the very 
moment guilty of a mir-statemenfo^facts. 

It is said, that a systematic opposition 
is given in the colonies to the religious in- < 
atruction of the slaves. Now, I am the 
more desirpus to speak to this point, be¬ 
cause perhaps l,may possess some infor¬ 
mation on the suojeqt whlgh has not fallen 
in eve^ oneS way. 1 am ptoud to say 
that it IS on my estates that the first Chris- ' 
tian missions, in the. British WesU Ipdies 
have been established.* But^i« not on 
’ny own account that I am proud. • I have 
done 110 more towards them than oteyed„ 
testamentary injunctions in the best 
can. owe their origin to* a* man 

who, if tfl^ave devoted ^is life and bis 
fortune almost entirely to piqps and cbari- 

■ ) ' 1) I — .- 

. * See " Reasons for establishing a Re- 
mtry of Slaves in the ^C^^'-Po^onies, 
being a Report of if* Cbmmittfe pf tlve 
Afincan InautMtiap, pnbliabed by ofdff of 
that Sodetyy 181&” . • 

(V0L.X3&IY.) ^ 
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table purposes, entitle a man to be men¬ 
tioned with honour, should be n|entiened 
thus, at least by a son. So early was this 
respected* person impressed with fhe duty 
of procuring religious instruction for the 
slaves hJ had inherited, that even from 

* Oxford he went to Jamaica, ac^ftmpanied 
by the late excellent prebe^'of Canter¬ 
bury, Mr. Downing, for^ine purpose of 
establisMiig^issions t^re. Application 
having beenmade without success to se¬ 
veral bishops, fW perlons willing to un¬ 
dertake the ofS^ thep next applied to a 
body ‘known ^bw the\ name of United 
Brethren or Moi^janj^ from the country 
whene they first arose about the*ttme ^ 
the Reformation, from thenc^ they were 

•afterwards driven by pr^rsecuUon, and 
have been subsequently redBgniaed by act 
of parliament here, as,an ancient protes- 
tant and episcopal church.' The missio¬ 
naries of this body, had already met 
with great success io ^Iie Danish isktnds," 
and some of them were prevailed on to go 
to Jamaica, there they have ever since 
continued, branching out in varicis di¬ 
rections, and to different islands. Their 
I success has not been equal. In Antigua 
I and some other islands, it has beencreai^* 

I in Jamalba, I am sorry to say, nsmeoQ- 
siderable. The causes of this difference 
are hidden frob human sight, but I can 
testify that men more devoted to their 
duties, ot more exemplary in tbeiiwives,. 
there cannpt be, thap those I havb sm in 

• Jamaica.*. v' ^ 

JNow, ISir, when I read that th'b colonies 
had oppfted religion, 1 wondered to wbat 
class of religious teachers the remark could 
•apply., It could ^ot refef to the minis¬ 
ters of the established church; these cer¬ 
tainly neither were nor could be opposed. 
If they were remiss in their duties, the, 
blame could not lie with the colonies, who 
had no control oyer their conduct, and 1 
*know that the assetnlfiy of Jamaicawin ot- 
dar to render them effective, had made 
a spontaneous addition to ‘their sala¬ 
ries. ' It must therefore appl^ to thoi mis-** 
slonaries of other bodies. Of these the 
Moravian, missionaries were the longest 
e8tabli6l)ea,and|he most widely extended; 
and it woitld^jM^Hhthight, a fatre^riterion 
of th^PPlIfi^we^ existed in the colo¬ 
nies ae^d^ religious instruction, if one 
could know 4iow these JnisSlDns were re^ 
arded and treated.- In this view, I ad- 

!C( 


Uea^|p,•wel^ 
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majesty^sgorernment, and through whom 
passes ajl the corresponclepce with, *and 
i'rom the ^Moravian missions. •As this 
g^atlemkn was on the eve of departure to 
itispect the missions at the Cape of Good 
Hope, I requested his permission to put I 
two or tlA^ queries to him in ivriting. 1V 
have hereraJkreply. His words are as 
follows. 

“ To your quel*don therefM(w«^^hcther 

* since the institution of the.missionsof our 

* church among thanegri^s, we Lave ever 

* found from the la\K,'^br constituted autho> 

* ritiesany such himranqba^wouldiiltlicatfi 
«a policj^ adverse tojlisujbjegt’—I answer, 
®.at, to the best of my knowled^, the 
laws and constituted authorities have been 
uniformlyfricn^y to the instruction of 

' slaves, and iSraected our labours in that 
line. From tlve inhabitants in general 
we may say, with truth, tliat we have m^t 
with more encouragement than opposi* 
■"*tihfl!*- * 3. Invitaljons to extend our 
missions, have, in most of the islands, been 
more numerous than it is possible for us 
to crfhiply with, and they continue so to 
this day, nor do I kno.w of any public re- 
‘ gulation, which in any degree obstructs 
*jlie p m -Qgress of our missionary exer- 

biovr, Sir, if such be the general feeling 
towards, and such the treatment of those 
who h^a've been the longest engaged indiffus- 
.ing feligious instruction among the slaves, 

1 tliat even if we should find some 
iiistanVes of deposition to other. kiissiona- 
ries, tue \ietura] conclusion will^bc tljpt 
this must have arisen from somcniing ao 
cideiital or collateral, and n6t from any 
objection to religioui^ instruction itself.* 
Truth, however, obliges me to declare, th%t 
the conduct of somp methodist preachers 
has been exceedingly indiscreet, and even 
ddhgerotis. Towns and districts have been 
kept in a state of alarm f|om excessive ^d 
tumuisuous assemblies *at their preach-' 
ings—-from unseemly meetings in the dead 
of night, f?om discourses more calcu- 
*^ated«to inflamet tlian to guide and cojg- 
troi the passions of men, mid from doc> 
trinesv the deleterious quality of^hich has 
.been found dangerous, e^n iiubetter es¬ 
tablished forms If in such 

cases the const^uted im 1 iomit»Jf' 3 re in¬ 
terfered, was it not their duty4olater£ere. 
H teachers ifill mis; poistm m the cup of 
salvation, can those b*e blamed who will 
nntsufSiir it to behaAdedTound-ftEven in 
this country it as been dee^*^ ' lU'cper 
to fUit inpgg^ pleaching, 

' 

■V . 


fFest India Slaves. 


[1204 

and those laws are still enforced here, 
where one can hardly suppose that mis¬ 
chief could ensue*; and yet there, while 
the danger is so evident, ytfu blame the 
colonies for manifesting any apprehension. 
This shows in a very strong light, what I 
.cpmplain of as the greatest injustice to 
which the colonies«are subjected^nan^ly, 
that the same action. ^Itich liere is Just 
and proper, changes its character when -it 
occihrs in the ^Vest^lndies. Here you 
pass a law against irregular preaching 
here, where it seems hardly necessary; 
and you enforce it without existing com- 
]ilaint or observation; a similar mw is pas¬ 
sed in the West Indies, and immediately 
there arises a cry, that the colonies are all - 
■enemas of Christianity, and you have the 
whole array of saints besieging his 
majesty’s council to gei' the law rejected. 

On the subject of the .contraband trade, 

I will now only add one or two remarks; 
but I think if duly considered, these will 
satisfy every man who means to argue 
fairly, that it neither does nor can exist. 
First; to that constantly refuted, yclucon- 
stantly* repeated story, that the planters 
deem it disadvantageous that their slaves 
should breed, and prefer resorting to pur¬ 
chase; I reply by seating a fact vybich 
jeveryman may easily verify, dhd By put¬ 
ting* a qSestion upon it, whiqji I defy those 
to answer who still ladhpre to this notion. 
The fact 1 slittc is this :—It wilL^be found 
that at all periods I believe, but certainly 
for the (last forty*^(^rs, all tiaiisfefS, ap¬ 
praisements, and valuations of property, 
a ne w!|g[l *orn infant has borne a considerable 
price, and an additional price is always 
affixed to a female that is known to be 
pregnant, bej'ond what she would other¬ 
wise have borne. Now, the questions I 
ask arc these;—Ifbreedingbe deemed dis- 
advamageousjluiwisitthutp^ple will pay 
a price forprcgnancy ? and ifrearing chil¬ 
dren be disadvantageous, why are people 
desirous to purchase-newly born' infants ? 
Till these*questions arc solved, I put it to^ 
every man’s understanding whether .he is 
^4}rced to the conclusion, that what has 
said of the breeding and buying sys¬ 
tem mult'be nigre nonsense, whomso¬ 

ever advanced, #nd by whow'^aever tes¬ 
tified i Thew actual price \)f a slave in 
the colonies is now about four times as 
much as fn equivalent slave mighj be im¬ 
ported ; now, if the ptao- 

' ^n*be as willmg aslit is said they are to 
> impart, and if they are |te able to do it 
wtthottt dhtectiei^ as «t is jilso said they 



1205] Weil India Slaves. June Id, 1816. [1206 

are, 1 ask why Is it that they choose gr8> out,^oy could only act by depriving them 
tuitously to pay 300 per cent, more than of their chartq^ Vou have no right to ' 
they need. Finally 1 will observe that it exercise fiie discretion wliiir they remain 
is really not ilow the interest of the coIo- charged withtflie responsibility, ft would 
nies even to suffer a contraband trade, be the highest degree of injustice in }'ou 
They would lose money by it. Thcargu- to make the attempt, and the greatest 
meat respecting income, rests nearly cyi < ^folly in them to submit to it. .'I^iey must 
the aama ground.^ From an increase of of necessity either abdicate their functions 
slaves, an incrcas <4 of produce must he ex* or resist you. ** 

pected, and this incre&sc of produce the But t1l^|mlonics ctnSid not, if they 
other proprietors Mipuld» meet in • the would, submiNo a rcgis^lry bill from hence, 
market, depreciating the value of their own In itself a regismtion bf slaves could do 
produce. no harm, and in mifftaDf fact, such dues 

Much reliance has been placed on what dkist id most of tip islq^ds. But this bill, 

1 and others have said fArmerl^, namelj^ connected with tne grounds on w]jich it is 
that it would be impossible,, by all the brought in, the arguments by which it^ 
means this country possessed, to prevent supported, and the quarter fram whence 
the trade, it the colonies should chopse to ^t ^omes, would be certain j^uin. Powder, 
carry it on, and thence it is inferred, that wherever placed, if it is to exist at all, 
they do and will «flrry it on. If what I must exist w'ith sonic (respect. 'That of 
have just now said,be conclusive, even ad* t]^e colonial legislatures could not be re¬ 
mitting that what was stated formerly were spected after this *bill passed into law. ^ 
now applicable, still tliere would be no The chief function o& those legislatures 
danger, for it is not now their interest to is, to watchrover the slave system. Now, 
defeat the law. But, Sir, when did we if upon this chief of their duties, the 
state^this impossibility of preventing a slaves shall see their rulers contraoicted 
contraband trade i' Was the world then in and controlled, and Xbat on the ground of . 
the situation in which it now is I Did not delinquency; is it possible to suppose that, 
every nation then carry on the trade, and any respect can remain I All subosdi/iac 
has iiot almost evefy nation since re- tion will*cease; op every new aAmm 
nounced iP? Did not St. Domingo, right they will ]ook for support, in every 
then*’ furnish^^the greatest faeiiity * to case of resistance they will look for pro- 
such trade, wliicli now furnishes only tection, from their stronger'friendsAere. 
an awful lesson against it ? * Above all. The intervening four months will ^e ^ime- 

is not tile case materially changed hi of anarchy. If coneession to their dHNns 
this ril^pect, that the ti^e existec^then in 'shall arr^e, it will only letfd to^n^ de¬ 
full vigour, rooted and ramified ^through mgnds; and if refusal arrives, disappointed 
every part of the einpii%, and thiTt i|ow it hope will produce, what disappointed hope 
is every where extinct? Does it follow that did produce 4n Barbadoes. The colonies 
because your means were then insufficient ‘can no ptherwise e«ist, than by its being 
to destroy it, they are tlierhfore now in- kjiown to the slaves, that there is on the 
sufficient t» prevent its revival? Must I spot a power from which there is'no ap- 
be unable to preiipnt -a seedling from ris- peal. It is asked, what harm has the le- 
ing under i^ feet, because formerl5r I gistry bill done in Trinidad ? I answer, 
had no^strength to unroot a forest ? Sir, ^filnidad has no oenstitution, the governor 
there are two ways of misquoting one, by is the only vjsiMe atitAority, and frditi that 
making a person say that which Jie did authority thelaw proceeds. I^ct such law 
never say; andpnotlier) by applying that come from the established authorities in.^ 
which be did say to different circuutktances tlje* other islands, and a firoper registry 
than those be applied it to. IP • bill will do no harm. You may, if you 

On the subject of right, 1 cannot ^eet please, abolish all those authorit!^, and 
with those wliu claim for ti\,e colonies some'‘place. a.8«me[qe4)ower elsewhere, in order 
original, oafl indefeasible rjght of Icgisla- to pass Rie laaofai^t leaving those autho- 
tion. WhatetfCr right they have, appears rities,4i9<yi cannmoccasipnaHy supersede 
tome to be a grant ^'omhence, ana, like them, aha Vf you attempt it|^ I now tell 
every other grant of this naturij must be you, you have lolt jour eolombs! 
fiduciary and resumable. %B*!^re 0 uroable. , 1 have, said that a ifroper registry bill 

how ? On a breach of Vbe trust comraflted might he enacted the assemblies 
to them ; — prove such »case, aifl l have withoat*h*iN[|^ of course I mean ,not 
done. But even.«f sudMigse were poad^ such a bill s^tfais. A •mass of in- 
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cc^gruitjr, of inconsii^teiit, countoradjiog 
and fiii^i*adt?cable prdvisftMfin which proves 
that its {niRiers ivere incoitheivalbly igno< 
rtot as to the ease for whtch they wer^ 
leralating. Sir, had this bill pafsed into 
a law, and were every individual in the, 
colonies tmxmus to carry it into execution, 
it could noK^e executed. Ubserve a 
single clause; owner of anjgstate is 
bound to give orders, that wi^frilut tender¬ 
ness for youth, without jp^ct for age, 
every female on hiap^op^ty should crimi¬ 
nally be stripped r by pe,, overseer and 
book-keepers, in ofnler mat even the mon 
^ secret mark or peculiarny which appears 
dk' her body may be discovered an re¬ 
corded. For one 1 protest that no power 
. on*earth shgDld compel me to issue sissh* 
I an order; and if I did, 1 trust I have no 
persons !n my -em|yioy who would under- 
tidte to obey it. Th^ slaves are doubtle^ 
^degcpded*below the just condition of men; 
•^0 degraded as td submit to see such in¬ 
dignity committed on their 'wives and 
daughters. But can it be, that they who 
havelnvented this disgusting clause, are 
• the then who would lichool us for keeping 
. the slaves in a state of degradation i Can 
ufr'bwi^jipy who censure us, that jive have 
ifo6 eonfrived to render the morals and 
mffnnera of slaves more pure; and parti¬ 
cularly because we have not contrived to 
inpirss them with sufficient respect for 
■the^angtity of marriage ? I readily ac- 
qu^^iese gentlemen* of having intended 
any tnihg^ so nSbnstrous as this clmise really* 
requires, bbt it se^rves to show, t^at so to¬ 
tally lost are they in theeager pursuitof their 
abject, that they do not allow themselves 
to'i^ect a moment to the means they^ 
would'-eniploy. It behoves us, therefom, 
to reflect for them, and while we agree 
w^h them in wishing to do eveiy thing 
that mhy ameliorate uie condition of the 
slavesi to take carq ^t wedO notplut 
' duce^he contrary effect,*and bring on 
consequences that may make that purpose 
more difficult *or attainment.. .The 
proposing sucil a clause, does also Wsft- 
tlerfully demonstrate what I have oftten 
before admire^ the ineipnceituble igtm-j 
ranee of these gentlen|nb$’.fs. rear 

athtq of the slaves^' Ij^isphstarSfeig hii 
Ibbg practice o*i the sublet, yPhsau Dt- 
iridma fflort^ misinformea tli%t tny^ioui 
t and why? he will not j 

re^i^iW information, Ijrbm thoae.who can,' 
gf<#e ki add listening to those whotfe 
object it fitib delude him,i^tttlai never^ 
aoitiiiiNrMtlifMR btan who. 
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had the least acquaintuioe with tite cokM 
jiies, tmd who meant to tell him the truths 
woold'bave tdd Min, ** Such a clause as 
this cannot be executed, it would be in<^ 
stantly (as it would be justly) resisted by 
the slaves. Hiey are governed, not by 
‘-foo'ce, but by opinion. - They si^mit in¬ 
deed to labonr for-<you,i bacanseahewac¬ 
knowledge 4hem8e]ve8*^ur slaves; raey 
submit to receive* punishment from you, 
because they think you may justly inflict 
it when deserved; but if you were to pass 
the bounds of what in their opinion is just 
authority; if for instance, you would at¬ 
tempt to force them into marriage, or by 
force restrain their habitual polygamy; u 

i ron were to touch their property, or vid- > 
ate asy liberty they deem their own, you 
would meet a very determined resistance.” 

One word more bdfJre I sit down. I 
have spoken of the African Institution 
with strong disapprobation, but I wish 4o 
distinguish the proceedings of tiiat body 
from the majority of its members. A 
great proportion of these are doubtless per¬ 
sons of the highest distinction for talents 
and virtues. ’ But alas !* these are not the 
men who direct the proceedings, or hold 
tile pen of that society. If such men are 
asked, how could yoi^ say such a thing, or 
•permit ipich a thing to be donS ? The an¬ 
swer is always, “ We hardly ever- go 
there.*' Thence if is shat every thing is 
managed by*a few men absorbed, in preju¬ 
dice, and these are governed by a set of 
impostars. Tbey'jjve thus in a- wibld of 
delusion.and error; they get bv habit at¬ 
tache# to their prejudice as to their creeds 
and they defend it as their religion. For 
the excellent persons 1 have alluded to, 1 
have -as much respect (and I think they 
know it) as one man can have for another. 
To all their ultimate pttrposes I would 
subicribe blhndlbld. To #he wisdom 
of their means 1 would bow with the 
greatest deference, jf only they would see 
vdth Aeir own eyesji hear with their own 
eats, ana judge with their own undmr- 
atandinigs. Let them but inquire tbem- 
|5l^ into the truth of those facts that 
iiie'eeuir, end I am persuaded that it will 
"iBOt Ita long tb#t 1 Aall haveAhe pain of 
finding Biyeelf* M eny way ^^posed to 
them. Let^e not oflenid in supposing 
them deceived and/«raided by men aa 
Mferior (jiem in imaerstanding, as ther 
(Eue^n Hift nc e v ij B xpgrience shows that suen 
e k ttot UttOoAimoi^ But raUfec let 
uie-be eliowed -io'ealK dir tbem to ewake, 
^nfiXicenskler.Mfll the cqpsequenaea oC 
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what they sufler to-be done in their name, waa da^ to the ala\es themselves, that 
Of themselves, they of whom 1 complain,- ev&rf method ^hould be resorted %o ^ieh 
could do little harm, if they are mrroi- could re^eatabluh ^ace and tr.an^uUlity.- 
dable, It is onfy from tiieir maUce, to which Under this view M thought the amend- 
^tfaeir madness may serve as an antidote, meat the most advisiblo proposition; and 
From their hands merely, the incendiary his bon. jlriend would, by acceding to it,, 
shaft would drop short of its mark; but, /afford a proof of the purity of his princi- 
winged with the authority and character pies, and an irrefragable refutation of 
of such as 1 noii^ call on, it.will carry those calumnies that imputed to him any 
conflagration and death, through a large designs ilMaaiiuI to the interests of the co< 
portion of your empire. 1 call on them lonies; but tnthmain object of undeceiving 
for the sake of their characters which 1 the negroes woaj^ be ^ best. attained -by 
revere, and which will be deeply involved the unanimity^f Vief^proceedings of that 
in the consequences; 1 call on them for House! I 

the sake of their own phace, dbich 1 sq-. Lord Cattltreagh rose to add Ij^ii testi- 
lemnly believe they will murder if they go mony>|o the propriety of the amendmegfi^ 

; 1 call on them in the name of their to that of the right bon. gentleman, 
country, which could not now enduye the *W|patever difference of omnion might 
loss that would ensue: J call on them in prevail on this subject, th^ should be 
the name of justiA^nd humanity, equally but one opinion as to» the proj^iety of 
te the blac^ and.to the whites (for both v^at was expedient to be done upon the 
must be the victims if they proceed in this present occasion. He perfectly concurred 
course). I call on tUem to do one of two with his hon. friend wbp had brought'this 
things; either to enter thoroughly end subject under the consideration'of the 
deeply into the whole case, taking nothing House, that we ought to aid our'felltnr* 
on tr^ on either side, but what is satis- subjects in the West Indies. Tbd*first 
factorily proved; and then I know their consideration of parliament was, what waa , 
judgment will be just, and their councils it necessary to do for the security of our . 
will be wise; or if they will not do this, I valuable colonies i The general in^rmoT- 
call on them to withdraw their co-opera- tion the *110011 gentleman (Mr, Iftmaili'^ 
tioD from ilfbse, into the close e|camina-. had laid before the House, corresponmd 
tion*of wh(»s% prodeedings, they will mot with what bis majesty’s ministerathad (re- 
enter, and whose •pri^ceedinfis are mis- ceived. It was evident that the rKdat 
cbtevous^only from liaving tb^dr sanction, calamitie^had grown out of apervewM^ 
Mr. Pousonby conceived the question of the meaning of the registry billa^h 
to be,* not so much i^lether this^or that *no rational man could have ente/wned. 
publication had given rise to the present Hj^ majwy’s ministers* in adopting the 
disturbances in the colonies, as wliaf steps biU, could never have intended to* havw 
parliament could best take to restore tran- given countenance to so wild a measure 
quillity and security. The colonies were vis the general emaqcipation of the slaves, 
evidently in danger; the cat&e of the dan- 1£ any thing so preposterous bad reached 
ger appeared to be some misapprehensions them, as an intsntion on the part of the 
which had sprea;! among the slaves as to legislature of this country to give th^ 
the real in^ntions of the»Briti8b leglsia- unqualified freedom, it was of the highest 
ture. J.t was important, therefore, that jm^ortance such « delusion should be ia- 
tbe erroneous impression should be re- stantly removed. Sufthaboon couMHiayp 
moved, and, in order to such removal, BO*otW effedt but iuvolving them in oa- 
nothing could he so el&ctual es*an unani- lamity. He apprehended .uie addresa ^ 
moua vote of the House of Commdna. To n^pved.by way of amendfhent conAmed ' 
e&ct this object, he thought the besl^lau tn^e propositions, aU, of wbidi pmlia- 
would be to accede to the amend^mits iprat musbbe anxious should be addj^ed, 
which seen^pd temperate qnd readoni^lef ‘oecaqse -they^w^re all imWiously called 
and he skluld therefore jadvise hia hon. for. WeWii g L w nD the^st iastanedto 
flriend (Mr^Wilberforce)«tctadapt it. .In sympaM||e wil^ wose viho liad suffered 
saying this, he wa^ sure be should not iq tbat ^a^ of the worM* vfl|pre the late 
be understood as depreciatiq||f-tbe great insurrection HMlJla^n plao^amd to mai^ 
workof aboUiioa,orvtDe ofthe them fee| that tlte jM^teldoBa of govern- 

exertioDS of his hon. triend, for whofti he. meat would not faq w|p^^, but that tboj 
felt as nocerO atf admiration as \af man ,wme mltdllM i that 

. hut Jl: waaarliifi 'Ia t-nnuiiAa.. it’ ffe-eoiibl nofcnndiik aIm ftiiaftirtimai WBlch 
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had occurred, we 
strain e^ry nerve 

newai. T^e second propoKition^was, that 


were determined to 
to preyent tneii' re- 


w£ oweh it to the deluded negroes to dis 
possess them of the wild opinion that any 
thing so preposterous was sanctfoned by 
the government of this country, as thatVsipn could nut be avoided. He trusted 


the condition in which they existed, as 
slaves, could' be suddenly changed to 
freedom; or that the legishaypis^fad ever 

g iven countenance to any >ning but what 
ad for its object its amjfioration, an ob¬ 
ject which he trusted^ha legislature would 
never lose sight o^^Mach iiad bedh saift 
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had spoken with so much abilitj'^ and mo> 
deration, that however be must concur 
with that hon. gentleman in feeling the 
danger which might arise fr&m misunder¬ 
standing the discussions upon it, that we 
lived in ao age when the risks of discus* 


ig tijiis subject in 


of the danger of discus 
tl^t House. It was (|npoBsible in v free 
country Great Britain, or in in as¬ 
sembly like the British parliament, .to* 
check the co^se of free discussion. Not 
did he conceive that in this case it was 
so pregnant with evils as some hon. gen¬ 
tlemen seemed to supfiose. For instance, 
"he was not aware i:hat any danger could 
result from his observing to his hon. 
friend (Mr. Wilberforce), that he la¬ 
mented that, although in progress of time 
, a revolution in the state of society would 
^ in all probability take place in the West 
Jpdiefc as it had done in other parts of the 

3 'a 7 tf*kCould not be %o sanguindas to ex- 
that cither he or his hon. friend would 
tosae it. That alteration must take 
plac^not by any legislative enactment, 
•ixitAiy such a change in tlie ^character 
ofl^^ individuals whose state U was to ef¬ 
fect might 'prove them capable of un- < 
dergoiog it with advantage. T^y mi\^t, 
in fact, work out their own emancipation, 
assisted by those under whose control 
they were placed. The third proposition,* 
therefore, very properly comprehended jp 
the address was, while parliament repelled 
the supposition that registry meant eman¬ 
cipation, to mark distinctly to the colonial 
authorities, the anxiety «f pariiament that 
they'*^ould commdnlcate to the slaves 
every beneht consistent with the state, of 
society in tbp coloihes, in order that they 
"**iniglft be gradbally prepared for -the*^- 
joyment of the'greatest, of all blessings. 
He Was the more solicitous tliat^hisshoHn , 
be impressed oft the col(Siii 4 l UgisJature^i 
not from any distrust ^ bclbevulent 
wishes and intpntion^ but bepMtae.be 
thought it highly advisable ttfatsthoae le> 
^I 2 |slatures, and the le^jjshittft'e of the ena- 
pwe, ehoold give hae another mutual and 
uaeqtnvooal pled^s bn the sofafect.—He' 
must observe, with referenci^o.the bon. 
gentteoMitbeiAer him (ijlKfPaUmer} who 


that the legislatures abroad woulii becen- 
sible of this. He couyi easily make, al¬ 
lowance for the *feelings of individuals 
placed in a situation.of danger, and who 
apprehended that that danger might be 
increased by such discussions. Let them, 
however, reflect, that the best chance 
they had 'of avl)iding such discussions 
would be by entering into the feelings of 
their countrymen at lumie^ and by ap-- 
proaeping their system as nearly to that 
which they knew would satisfy the wishes 
of those countrymeny was consistent 
with their sense of duty,to themselves and 
to those placed under their guardianship. 
If they would do ihit, they might rely on 
the sound understanding of the British 
people, to protect them from the danger 
with which they were threatenedsuid as 
one motive to induce them to do it, it was 
material that they should be sensible that 
the tide of discussion in that House could 
not be suppressed. Ijle would trouble the 
(House with only a few more'wortls.—Of 
the*true meaning of the prqposed regjlstry 
bill there could be butane opinion in this 
country, and he tibst^ that would be 
clearly conveyed to the West Indies. 
Being ^cidcdly c^opi°ioi> riiat than mea¬ 
sure meiuded means calculated materially 
to anjplforate the «ituation of the indivi¬ 
duals for whose benefit it liad been pro¬ 
jected, he nevertheless guarded himself 
against bein^ supposed to be pledged to 
its entire support. The gieat object 
which it had in view v^as to check tlie 
illicit importation of slaves. ^ For his own 
part, he could not believe that th^ illicit 
importation had existed to the extent de¬ 
scribed his hon.' friend opposite. He 
also flattered himself th§t there was a 
strong 'disposition in the general cnunciiJ 
Hf fiurope to do all that was possible to 
•flifmmsb the evil. We had the satisflic- 
Hion* of the cq-operation in this laudable 
and interesting object of the^eatest co¬ 
lonial powei on the contintint-'-France. 
He had the p 1 eBsure,te state that his ma¬ 
jesty’s gCvernment had receive^, from his 
most sprisliaa^maje«>ty the most cordial 
assflrai^s on tliis'sul^ect; and, in fact, 
France nad exhibited every indication of 
1*88 d^ed 8 determioAtion to give effect 
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to the wishes of England with respect to 
it. as could have been evinced by those 
who were the^most zealous in the cause. 
Not only was that bright prospect in 
^view, but it was to be fairly expected, that 
aba period not very remote the only two 
great powers, Spain and Portugid, that 
conitnuci the slave tra’de, would join in 
the measure. It vwS no,t at all improiba- 
ble, that one of those great powers, Spjiin,* 
might be induced to^doptthis resolution 
at an earlier period than had been antici- 

f Kited. It was) certainly to be appre- 
tended that the illicit, impqj-tation of 

2 mH»vour colonies would be carried*! 
a greater extent during .peace than 
g war. ^'he registry bill would, he 
trusted, materially diminish this evil? and 
it would also be an instrument jti the 
hands of the colonlRHegislatures to enable 
tliem to measure the effects of their own 
benevolent interposition on behalf of the 
slaves: and be hoped it would stimulate 
them still further to make those efforts 
which were no less loudly called for by 
their oiWi interests than by a sense of duty, 
of religion, and of what was due to the 
wishes of the mother counti'y. There 
were some parts, however, of the hon. 
gentleimjn’s bill to which he fairly de¬ 
clared that he could not agree. Bor in¬ 
stance, it appealed to him to be exltrein^y 
erroneous to annex ^c*(mmediate manu¬ 
mission o£«a slave to the defect of his 
master iti making theprmicr return. But 
to revert to the qucBtinfifiefore the House, 
he repeated that on a view of all its bear¬ 
ings, he was convinced that parliatient 
were bound to make an explicit and un¬ 
equivocal avowal of their sentjments upon 
it. He was convinced'also that no time 
ought to be l«st in doing this. While par¬ 
liament should bes understood as by po 
means abdicr^ing their su(>lcrior control 
over thetlegislatures of the qolonics, or 
their right to supply.retnedies for tliose* 
enormities which migfit .appear io ’exist 
aipong them, tliey ought to mark, their 
opinion, that nothing was so much to,^^ 
deprecated as a wanton interference wijth 
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any greift practical difference in |he two 
propositiops, tBen in the name of God let 
the addre.«s go to the West Indies With ih® 
free and full c\)ncurrence of the House, 
His hoi). iViend would strengthen his own 
Ijiands, by doing this. He thought that 
j^the right hon. gentleman had given his 
hon. friend most excellent advice in re- 
couiniendimMo him to withdraw his mo¬ 
tion, for tn^^m-pose of allowing the ad¬ 
dress to be cll|rricd. Unanimity was 
above all dcsirabl^ and if, after this varied 
discussion, tht^ Illuse should be unani¬ 
mous in voting addtess, it would go 
to tliq^colonies with an unequivod&i ch^ 
racter ^ but if, on the contrary^ his lion, 
jl^’ieiid’s motion were to be unanimously 
‘votid, that vote might be Bable to mis¬ 
conception. It might bg supposed merely 
that parliament was unanimous in re- 
qairing the information which the motion 
called for, instead of its being unanimous 
in undeceiving the unfortunate slaves, and 
endeavouring to rescue them from tlte 
effects of their own ignorance, or Ufom 
the machinations of those by whom they 
might have been intentionally misled; 
lie was quite sure, and every b^dy must, 
be quite sure, that his hon. friend^dd i 
object but to do gobd, ‘and if possible 
settle the minds of the negroes, 
trusted and hoped, therefose, tliali 
would follow the suggestion of the 
hon. gentlenmu, and withdraw his 
was ofitlie utmost’importance l’* 
should bjS communicated to thd 
Indies as S clear and undisputed fact/that 
the firs| cai e of the legislature of- the 
eppire was to contemplate the calamities 
to which* the colonics had been subject, 
aufl the dangers with which they were 
threatened, and to apply such remedies 
as appeared to them best calculated t^ 
hea^ the one, anjj to avert the other. 
^Tiy otlier course might involve a (tttibt 
of the principle on which the step taken 
by that Hoqse was founded. * 

Mr. Brougham denied tbift his right 



hoif! friend had advised his hon. friend to 

_, „ witMraw his motion, for the purpose of 

those legislatures. For he could ^ssere ^mtlKing rop^ for the amendment. It was 


his bon. friend opposite, that if ever the 
time shouliK^fortunately arrive when this 
country would Se compelled fo legislatd 
for die colonies witit*Ser own h%nas, he 
was apprehensive thM progvess of the 
cause which his hon. friend Irad so^u^h 
at heart, would be much' more tarw than 
it was likely to he’ Snder tile pfeslijt cir¬ 
cumstances. Ifdtis Ifon. friend did noHee 


rather that the hon. gentle¬ 

man, Yrhojiad gi^H^^ioticeoFa motion for 
to-moiTOt^*night on the subject, should 
geti‘j^ that evening,, and^roj^se, as an , 
amendment to his. hon.«^end*s motion,* 
that which*he had gifCb notice he would, 
not movewun|n to-morrOer. However de- 
Lsirous lie and^ htm,friend4njfeht hC*of 
unanimity, be put it to the candour of the 
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they could be csntoit to 
•ftcrihce (iMir^declared omAion f)y assent* 
^U>,ib|,tuniec^ment,? Would it not be 
fi of their nriociples, to adopt a 

propos^ipn Jfouiidea on opposite princi- 
pNi|^,^f{er the course that was taken on. I 
^ ptW side, where calumnies, whichv 
fi% times told, and as often re* 
were brought forward^jipd embo- 
d^fdf in the speech of the^Plton. member 
opposite, when tb& m^|j!^8 of the sup* 
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ad been misrepre* 


porters of registratwin 
pepted, and when thatfmeasure h^d be|n 
coupled with emancip^ion and insurrec* 

S ion, Ife felt it irnma^ibl# to sit silent 
Inder the charge, Wwever relucjfint he 
nv^jb be^to trespass on the time of th^ 
The gentlemen who agreed with' 
hkn jnVppinioD on this measure, were ac* 
po^d not only a§ the causes, but as the 
wilful causes of insurrection. They were 
’ c^jsxgpd with a wish for nothing less than 
',th'e emancipation*' of the slaves. If on 
epiy terms well, but at alf events and 
fmdsr any conditions, they were said to 
4e«rp emancipation. These he strongly 
„^^ed to be the pritfciplfs held by himself 
^ ^ ftiends, and he was not surprised at 

‘ 'J^'iis^epresentation, when he t^coliected 
t^,^ which had gone'abroaS on other oc- 
liiohs, and against men now no more,' 
0 / when, they exerted themselves on 
.abolition bill, were charged with a 
pskion to set the black population of 
Volonies at vaHance with |he white. 
&, lys firieqds did indeed'^ish for an 
^.amelioration of the condition ofw^be slaves, 
,fi^ an amelioration as would prepare 
..inem ft>r final emancipation, but be did 
^ not fay that the pfesent time > was tb'e 
fittest for speh emancipation, which would 
now be a curse, not a blessings \o the 
^ave and td bis master. His object was 
fowrevept that which the noble lord and 
otlg^ had said at (hp^riod of the ahoV* 
tiw-;T^f introduction of flaves. It whs 
wd at that period by the colonists‘that 
- .,it asodld be impossible to preveiiilthe im- 
... portatfbn of slaves, for that it mtaen* 
y^fisUto UjO" ^looietV but they now -same f 

■'Vi 
.'*»i 



^lorwdrd, and>faem tt aaawe^ their 
^-lirenience,'fjjl*holfting^ 
jd be moi'e eai^jpimadi preyemidn. 
iroui cri^b, i»id Viiift jtsaSIfiof 
f Wfere Were mentioned & siewyiny 
to ftilyo^ raolitipn of 

n'pw tac^ftod to he no obstan’ 

anjr chmd^tinp at>^ 
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tempts to introduce slaem. So much for 
the truth and consistency of the state* 
ments madehy th'e opponents of registra* 
tion 1—The hon. and learned member then 
contended, that there had not been, and 
cduld not be, a connexion established be* 
SWeen the insurrection, which had taken 
place, and the 'proposed registration. 
What were the proofteif this coonexton I 
negro, going to execution for insur¬ 
rection and pl«nder<9n his master’s estate, 
was said to have declared it. But ad¬ 
mitting that his statement was true, which 
he did not believe, could there not be 
{'other witnesses found to give/tn. account 
of it besides that unfortunate negro,it 
were t)f the nature described ? But n» ^ 
othea were produced. There was an- ‘ 
other puthority mentioned—that was the 
Speaker of the assenf^y at St. Vincent's; 
but he did not mention any direct 
evidence, and only gave an advice, von 
which the present charge was founded. 
Yet this was the sort of testimony on which 
the supposed connexion between the in¬ 
surrection and the registration ^hU was 
foundld!—He next contended, that the 
charge brought against the Methodist 
missionaries, as the cause of insurrection, 
was equally groundless; and he alluded 
to a letter dated the 18th df November, 
addressM to the editor of i^e Jamaica Ga¬ 
zette. In this letter two persons described 
themselve^s having put on bsown beards 
and grey wigs, and having gone in that 
garb, <vith ruefiy •countenances,* to the 
agents, of Wilberforce, deploring the 
wickedness’of thfe age, and begging to be 
sent as missionaries to iostruct'the blacks. 
They added, that they were immediately 
appointed to a mission ; and they went on 
in the letter to give a ludicroas account of 
the mode by which the fevoral missionaries 
wdre distinguished. l%qpe were the 
grounds on which charges were made 
Ugainst the' missionaries, and the means 
which «^re used tp bring them into dte- 
repute. But he should, say for his him. 

i rieii(f (Mr. WHberforoe) that be had 
lifter sent any roissionari^ out, and diat 
nea connected with any society for 
s^hdini^ them. He wished ipdeed tl^ re- 
ligiotM instresMiimi ehoutd fae^seminated, 
as wdl for <he white poptflafion as for the 
blacks, who wer^^ore numerous, and 
more id'nped of instjuuetiOnT am} he (Mr. 
Bj) IhQoidsMd, if the exertions for 
such mUgiousfnstruotiOD were coi^Oedto 
the iHfttddished chtirlfti the lij^t~of-«he 

Goi^ wcehk Herat rcM^. thoi* wSoe 

f •/ '■ 
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pM[de< He desied^i'-tbat the registration 
bill fras tm cause of any of the blood 
which had been shed; on the contrary, 
where it hod Ifeen acted upon in its spirit, 
^no disturbance had taken place. If any 
effects had arisen from it, they prO' 


trifling provocatio^n on the part of a 
slave,': even an 91^17 word or a 1^, wotdd 
be held a suffici^t justification 0$ his iriur* 
der.^ He also observed, that the hon^/ 
viction of a wldte man for the murder of 
a slave was a thing almost unknown in the 


ceeded chiefly from the misrepresentationii polonies, although it was notorious that 


made 0(0 and the misconstructions pui 
upou it. If tho8e.,mi8representations ancj 
misconstructions had blbwn up the flam^ 
of insurrection, the feult.wos not witlf thi 
advocates of registration, b,ut witlt those! 
who had falsely 'associated the idea of 
emancipation with that measure. It was 
to spsCsf^'cches as that*made by an hon.. 
m^ber near him—it was to the construe* 
put upon the bill itself b}' some of 
the legislative assemblies of the colpnies. 
He held in Iiis hand three Jamaica ga¬ 
zettes, in which HNlias openly avowed that 
registration was oply a cloak for emanci¬ 
pation. Wiien these and such miscon¬ 
structions of the bill were industriously 
circulated in the colonies, would it be said 
that a pamphlet published in London, or 
speeclwMfcthe House of Commons in fa¬ 
vour of that measure, was the rea? cause 
of whatever disturbance took place i If 
the speeches and the panqphlets in favour 
of registration coulti find their way to the 
colonies, so‘could the erroneous construe-.I 
tions* which wire put upon them*, and* he 
would contend tha^th# speeches delivered 
in the f^iuse that evening awere much 
more injurious in their tendency than any 
roeasiiVe of registratip|f could b^. One 
hon. member had even given an incentive 
to further disturbance, by remindi||g the 
black population of Jamaica, that as they 
were more numerous in proportion to the 
whites than the population of Barbadoes, 
they couldvmore easily succeed in an in- 


several such murders had been committed. 
He could mention to the House three 
cases oiXasj^agrant murders of slaves, 
under circumshmees as shocking as ever 
disgraced huma^ature, and these were 
committed in the IreSbnce of othe^ and 
Ut justification* oPthem it was saiq that' 
the persons Biur^red* were onl^^ Haves. 
He did not mean tojmpute to any 
West andia friends, any of thpse Hiuses 
Avhich he had mentioned. He thought, On 
the contrary, that their presence on their 
West India property wauld prechide the 
occurrence of such disgraceful scenes. 
Efut while they were'disebarging their 
ties in this country, sojmuch to its advan* 
tage and tO'their own credit, the care of 
those estates must necessarily bb com¬ 
mitted to others, and he did not heiITtate 
to say, that the lower order of whites iit 
the colonies were the grossest and basest ^ 
rabble that ever deserved the name of bu- ' 
man popdlatien. Ij was on tbltmccoil 
that he wished Jo preserve the distinewn 
between legislation and regulation. / It 
was because he wished to tedr off-tHN 
which cohered the worst of crime 
which torture and n»urder were^w 
>t(nder oflier names. It was beSSI$se be 
wjglied tj^have some reghlatiowof the pro¬ 
perty or West India proprietors, ‘wheil 
that property was of the same nature with 
themselves, that supported the motion 
his hon. friend, lie would agree on 
friend (Mr. W.) to 


the part of his hon. 

surrection. he contended, was a ' the amendment, provided it were not si^ 

much great^ incentive to wsubordinuRion stituted for his motion, 
than aiVthat had-ever been said in favour Mr. Canning Miid, that if fhe learned 
of registration could be.—The hon. and gentleman wlio spdke*last, expressed th^ 
learned member next contended, 4 hat it seutiipcnts of his hon. friend (Mr. Wil- 
jwould not be sijfficient to leave\his regis- berferce},* he (Mr. C.) should endemrbtir 
tration to the care of the colonial assem- %-vai||'to persuade him td accedie'fis the 
blies, who would not take as effeCR^al amendment. But as he did hot^f^thb the 
steps to carry it into effect as mig^t b% | leafned gentleman had wHl unai^tood 


wiHied. he instanced as a flroof,of 

the cnn»li'i|^tton they would be likely to 
putin t heir \vh favour on such a measure, a 
case where, at the inmTerence of tbiscciun. 
fry. it was made aVapital off^idp to mur¬ 
der a slave with i^jce prepeny Th« 
had afterwards been construed mta fhuE- 
dering a slave ifitfaout «ny prewocation. 
iSo that by that atmDStriKitun tm^moSt 
(VOL. XOTV.) 


the ajnendptepte^ (lid nht despair of in¬ 
ducing bofiafr iend to ^ ^d ont it. The 
.bqIc of'jhifh'&V.'lri^^)^ appeared to 
bK iheOp^pr'tun/ty of Atdlii^g a general 
statement tflb,guesf*mt> a<Kl he hgd 
seen, injhe msHi, coincideace 

in, his pcHicipIea ; , nlT fil^ saw that ' the 
ameodr^nKKW t i|i«^re substantirety 
flt to oowfU^t replKwd 

(4 T) 
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(Q be coDStdecQd was, whether ^e would 
. .weeheo^be eSfet^ of it, bj submittihg it 
>to the .coqifiiQti'of parties, and either carry 
ti^opgat'orir raotioo, or press it toadivi 
eion„ in which be would be undoubtedly 
, 4 e:&atedt' He declared liimself a warm 
foiliower,. and, as far as hie abilities ex>^ 
.(ended,!'an earnest supporter of his hon. 
friend’a.grand object of the abolition; he 
remenibered how frequen^"^iey had 
been charged with havingjo^ealed einan 
. cipetion under abolitidt]/and to this re- 
^.^lembrance he couM i^d,^that they had 
ifiyer repelled that imputation. In tBe 
..apeech vrhich the Houslihad heard with so 
• satb&ction frqpi the hon. gt;ntle< 
manjwho ipoved the amendment, most 
admired ^discretion in avoiding ijhrf 
question of imperial legislation. This was 
a question not to be anticipated, and the 
discretion exercased by the hon. member 
. iVOiildi aave the colobial legislatures from 
(bCfdieplejMure, ai^ parliament from the 
<'|min using it. Far be it from him to 
doubt the omnipotence of parliament, but 
ha Bttd always thought, as he still conti- 

e uad to think, that. Urn question on the 
i,t.ter. subject ought, not lo be stirred up, 

' uplessjnt^ference became absoliitely ne- 
^V^hen tl\e necessity fof such in- 
te^qrence should be proved exist, his 
voAe .would be fearlessly raised in its fa- 
fry but he would not anticipate the 
of that period at which'lo painful 
_ xtlon would be.imposed<on tbe.Bii- 
tisb .^i.*jlament. He disapproved of thei 
maimer in which the colonial asset&lies had 
been spoken of. If there was any idea of 
making use of them, it was'oot welt- that 
they should be.treatediwitb so much con-* 
betnpt. If such a thought bad been en¬ 
tertained, in tnuesh pains ought not to have 
^n taken,to degrade them. It was an 
' unwise preface to an attempt to induce 
them to carry, into effect ihe wishes .ef thai^ 
to tell them$ ^ We distrust your 
motives,, we have no conhdhnce in year 
Ability, and,we siftpect your honesty, 
^bis^ight be%aid of die oolonial^hs^V* 
Mies when tfiey had been tried, and \then 
war found they deserved sucMlanguage; 
at present ituras as uawi|fe*aB.U was 
,j|j)(^ojtable. He j^uld^^tly 4 oBceive a' 
stand the^sieMblf(ofI 
and rid|bule our laws fof tb*^- 
'•l^^®h!; dfV*”A:ide, jrldils much ram 


•f7^ Bsftbjidoes had hAcn ridi-i that, ectaciiiation wpeid obtain for os^idl 

pe^huo. and learned eentleman.’ ' * ’ * ’• ’ 

Me /Colonial asspd^l^hhdno 

iplehtM^,ia^fiu|e4he enbetmeot of a law 
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against surrendering, a slavey it was as 
idle for us to object to thehr‘^enactment, 
because it was not precisely similar to our 
own, as it would be for them to say that 
our indictments were faulty, because it 
could not be proved that a man was insti¬ 
gated by the devil. Killing from bloody- 
^mindedness, without provocation, might 
nnean as imich as^ the words “ mov<!d by 
ihe instigation of* the deviland be not 
/,ess*efficient tOi punish that crime, an ab« 
||faorrence of which was not confined to 
Europe or to America! to one country or 
to another, but was known in every land 
^d in every climate to be imyHwited by 
God and Nature in the human mind. 
objection seemed of a special pleading n^ 
ture., He did not say the late disturbances 
in the West Indies had been caused by 
the registry bill,, but ifg',could not think, 
os a penal visitation, that it ought to be 
resorted to. From all the information Hhe 
had been able to obtain, he did not believe 
an illicit traffic in slaves bad been carried 
on in Jamaica. He could not therefore 
consent to punish a crime, wh>3ii**tie did 
not believe to have been committed, though 
he could approve of the provisions which 
the bill contained for preventing an illicit 
traffic, and for ameliovating the condition 
•of the ^lave. He had known in |ome 
cases instances of obstinacy in the colo¬ 
nial assemblies, wMch^eft that House no 
choice but direct interference. •Such con¬ 
duct might now call for such an exertion 
on the span of fh* British jiarliament; 
but all tqat he pleaded for was, that time 
should 1^ granted to see if the colonial 
assemblies would take upon themselves to 
do what that House was pleased to declare 
sliould be done. 'I’he present address 
could not be misunderstood. 4 t told the 
colonial assemblies, yon are safe for the 
present from the intcrfbrcnct of the Bri¬ 
tish parliament, on the belief thatf left to 
yourselves, you will dowhat is required of 
you.” * ^ hold (hfs language was suffi¬ 
cient. ^llie assemblies might be left tOk 
infer the consequences of refusal, and par'- 
fePfttnt might rest satisfied with the con- 
eoK%n^ that they held in their hands 
4 ie means of accomplishing athat which 
they had t^posed. He ad^ reema* 
mended to nia non. friend the ^urse which 
had been Dointed gut* to him, confident 
that it wluij Bq^wer J'vety purpose and 


tbat smtld be desired, and save lu ftom 
a erisisjmf whidi, though he did not fear 
the diiB^,h»depfecslfed.the experiment* 
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Sir Samuel RomiUy did not consider 
. it to be OP much importance, whether the 
address was voted, io the first instance, or 
the motion fdr papers was agreed to first, 
^and the address afterwards. The right 
jmn. gentleman who spoke last had stated, 
tnat the effect- of external regulation 4>: 
the-iparlanment of this country, ought n 
to he'resorted to, till we had* tried wh 
ther the colonial assemblies would not 
medy the evils themselves. But had thi 
not been fully tried? When lord Se 
forth was governor of Barbadoes, he h 
brought under his notice some crime that 
highest indi^natiob. The c/>- 
Ipnial assembly called the. proposal to 
^ake it murder an insult upon them. A 
law had afterwards passed, out so tyorded 
at to make a conviction under it almost 
impossible: aniHikO right hon. gentleman 
bad justified it byiiasking, whether we had 
net in our indictments in this country, the 
words seduced by the instigation of the 
devil,” and whether it was ever required to 
be proved that the devil had come perso* 
nally iQNiiittigate the man who had corn- 
mitted murder ? The colonial asi^emblies 
instead of passing a law to prevent murder, 
had passed a law by which the most cruel 
punishpient^ exten^ng to death, might be 
inflipted upon a negro for not g^ing out 
of a'room theiinstant his mastet* ormsred 
him, or for any th<). slightest provocation. 
If the murder was committeutin any other 
way than out of m^e wantonnes^ it was 
excused. As a law^r, be maintained,' 
that if a man was indicted for th^ murder 
of a negro under the'colonial act» there 
was not the slightest provocation on the 
part of the decee^ed, that would not en¬ 
title the offender to be acquitted. Penal 
statutes were to be -strictly considered; 
and it was necessary,’ to convict a person 
of murder uyder the colonial act, that (here 
should4)6 no provocation at all. 

Mr. A. C. Grant said f confess, Sir, 
it was not without .'aslonishmqnt * that 1 
dieard the specoh of the learned member 
( Mr.* Brougham). That he should rem^- 
aent hinuelf, and the gentlemen with 
he acta upon colonial questions, qp ca^ 
lumniatedla And by whom does he 
complain* &at this has been done, but 
by that vew*body on which has been 
heaped calumny calumny, by the 

learned eentlemai^tnse^ and Ms friends; 
but to iwdt, 8 tigni 9 iged*and oalulnniated 
l» ithas been, 1, for one, am not'ashamed 
to avow that I belcmg. 1 was Et^^rised, 
toOt to hear wth ilhat levihp4]ut^!iaiaea 


gentlcqian thentioned those horrilde events 
winch have recently occurred an Barba¬ 
does [Iftear, bear! from Mr.Brougham as 
dissenting]. « Most assuredly, *Sir, the 
Icarned^ember did speak in very light 
terms of the insurrection; he asked “ what, 
after all, was the extent of the evil, falsely 
attributed by us to the introltluction of the 
registry bill last sessions, buit a riot, quickly 
8uppre^!l$,m which some two or three 
estates suffer^”' Now, Sir, it has been 
said that this revolt,^as well as the danger 
that exists of^similar ones in other islands, 
has been provoked sojely by our opposi¬ 
tion to the firoplsed registratioq^ and the 
pubheity with wlii^h wc have orgatygcd 
it. Sir, the bill was introduoed into this 
fbouse, and printed at the tjose of the last 
session, for the express purpose of giving 
the colonists an opportunity of c6nsidering 
|t. Well, they regarded its enactments as 
a violent infringem*cnt of their rights, and 
as fatally subversives of their ^curity. 
What then remained for them to do, but 
to express their decided opinion', gpd to 
adopt every^ measure within their power 
to prevent its passing into law ? An hUi9-« 
gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce), has brought 
forward, in fearful array, every^rgument 
that could be devised,, in suppi^of hi&fu- 
novations against the colonists. Aihm^t 
the most plausible is certainly thqt vj^h 
he drew from the evidence* taken^t ybe 
bar of tins House whilst the gre^ qi^4 
of abolition was under agitatioHi^^r^ifiCh 
^anyof*the planters asserted tha^imatever 
ragulatj^ns might be framed to prevent 
the importation of African slaves' would 
be nugatory. - -But, Sir, it will be In Ihe 
consideration of tlse House, that the vet^ 
subsistence of these persons was entwined 
with the existence of the colonres; and* 
such .being tbe case, I apprehend it wa^o’ 
be expected that no statement, welf 
AJbnded or fallaeious, would he withh 4^, 
that could have the Remotest tendSlIhy 
discourage an interference wi^h the ^stbth 
to vdiicb they had been so longaccustodi- 
ikn of which interference the r&ult' to 
them might be injurious. I cdh assure 
the hon. gentleman, that |iow tbat'ftls as- 
cerJtaineil^tbBt tnere was ho cause for those 
alarms,* and tha^m^lg^jlut^ade is abolish-' 
e^^iirevcqlonists not Uniy 8C(||Uiesce in, 
M^areVeady to concur hdq^t and hand, 
with the Bridslf parliathent; in giving fiifl 
efficacy |o this ia% pf the empire.—Tbe 
hon. mewffier him laid great stress a|)p|t 
the BAtemeagbehM'drawn from tbf Jw> 
miuca slave ret^Si uod^ tbe poH-tbbi'M 
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ISUi Sir, I «rat io llwt island,in;tlie 
3 M»ani lSI<>'«nd 1811; and^m prejiared 
to deck^* upon my honour, my full con* 
vistion, thaft not evenasingk negro, much 
less 16.000 as he contends, wefje intro* 
duced into it during that period. Such 
werernyfacUitiesofinformation, that 1 must 
baae beard ofan illicitimportation,had such 
existed, besides which, I sedulo usly^ sought 
eyety means of ascertaining In- 

deMi oiie of the principal^ojects I had 
' itisvkw, that of incr^asiti^ by purchase, 
the number of slaves upon th^ properties iu 
which 1 am interested, would have brought 
it within j;ny cognizance.! Sir^ the mode of 
fretting the slaves too, at least 1 can speak 
with reference to Jamaica, has been'most 
unfairly represented. I am, to the fall, 
as mtK:h an advocate for their moral im* 

J tro^emeift, and thet increase of their com* 
brts, as the bon. member. I do not sa}( 
lhat.< 9 iuchdoes not remain to be done; 
aithntl^, Sir, muckhas already been done 
^waru ameliorating their situation. But 
i;fa]lj||..g&Dtlemen cannot form any idea of 
iti.os It actually exists, from the false co¬ 
lling with which it ihas been sketched 
.within these walls. I can, with confidence, 
l^pop’all who have been eye-witacsscs 
|i,eir tf^tment, and. I wiH direct my 
%\ to the gallant officer^ of either ser* 
pose professional duties have ever 
am to that colony. Surely, Sir, it 
Sgl^ circumstance, that the assidu* 
}^d. misrepresentations of us pro- 

_,_^ those whobave never been upon 

fha^iot, while our^indicationisun^imous- 
ly vpiddrtaken by all who have been among 
us.;;''It k impossible. Sir, tw separate the 
Bhckadaes insurrectionikand the introduc-^ 
tioanof the registry bill. Yet the learned 
gentleman ridicules the idea of connecting 
tlt^;, triunapbantly observing that my 
'hop. friend has, in lieu of a body of evi* 
denne tOiestablish his c^se, produced thi^ee, 
J^^tt^^f^f^»f which one/ forsooth, was “ from 
a right hon. speaker of a house of assembly 
of anptber island.” Sir, 1 can tell hinyfhat 
■atg! hon. friend*s reluctance to al^de 
ItpoB the patience of the House, woe 
Breveted him fjj^om prodq^ing solmnes' of 
Im^eES, all referring that laose|it|bl&.eYent 
same caiw^: ^ WpAavB beard from 
9af.0pble secretasy/wat the ofKoial^ii^r* ’ 
received by mimstms cdinciii^. 
^Aten&s of th| hour, I 'woufd 
r^^^>tbe House which I now 

joay hAod, written from Jamaica, 
aot -|p » mt mboymous cor^pondent, or 
fr(^i||Q^lvill4dchna to nan^ latiafied 


ihdki Siefoeh 


liS&k 
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as I am that every thing proceeding from 
the pm of Mr. John Shandy relative totho 
colonies, must have weight. The descrip* 
tion he gives of the impression created on 
the minds of the negroes by this very bill, 
and the consequences to be dreaded, ji 
[,r«ly frightful; and he says, that it is only 
|Y an unequivocal declaration thatsthe par* 
lament and governmeat* of Great Brilaini 
itertain no ideas* of emancipation, and 
>ist {hey mean Co leave the internal regu* 
[kion of the colony to those by whom.it 
id been so long conducted; that Jamaica 
has a chance of escaping destruction.— 
]V!^ch obloquy hal been thrown 
emonial assemblies: during the periouVI 
have before alluded to, 1 had the honoi^ 
■of beiqg a member of that of Jamaica, and 
I should act an unmanlv part were 1 to 
flinch from raising ifl^voice, however 
humble a one, in its defence. Sir, 1 found 
it compmed of gentlemen diverting for*a 
certain portion of the year, their attention 
from their own more immediate concerns 
to those of the public (and that without 
possible individual advantage, flxi'^ither 
place fior pension are there attainable), 
with an alacrity and zeal equally creditable 
to themselves and beneficial to the colony. 
Among them, were those whose iy|>ilitics, 
loyalty, gnd humanity too,romantic as it may 
appear to^ome hon. gentleman, placetnem 
upon a par with an}a Imwever conspicuous 
forthosc virt€es; andicanasure this House, 
that their mode of doing business would 
not be disparaged Vy tt comparisoif with 
even its pwn. 

Sir^f. Ziere^nf^supported the address. 

Mr. Manning said, that at that late 
hour of the night, his regard to the conve* 
nience of the House would preclude him 
from entering into a discussion on the 
question, which he 'considered to be of 
vitaf importanee to the interests of the 
kingdom. He was desirous, howover, to 
pat the House in possession of the senti* 
ments cxi^ressed iq b letter addressed to 
himself, and which had come to his hand^ 
QjUy a tew hours before the debate began. 
l^K%e written by a gentleman in a high 
legal^aituatioD in the West Indiesti The 
letter w'as dated ^th May lastPray 
tell Mr. Wilberforce,” savsj^he writer^ 
** that until the negroes hesr^f the regis* 
try bill, and Mr. S((q)^>n's ^ook, which 
they callV 4 Rqport jp the African So- 
* ciqfy,*« 1 slept witl^oors and windows 
open;. blit now, although under the guns 
(H a for^ I have loaded pistols at the, «de 
.bigUt.. ..Jn'Shortt the 
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measure, whatever' saav be the result in 
England, Has idready done mote to check 
the progressive improvement of the state 
of slavery, than the society can remedy in 
^twenty years.” 

XMr. Wilberforce replied; after which 
in'. Pallmer's address was agreed to neut^ 
coHf Mr. WilberforCe then produci 
again the motion she hatl withdrawn. 

WM agreed to; as was a motion from 
Canning for a copy t>f thereport of the al 
sembly of Jamaica. 


HOUSE OF CQMMf)NS. 

V Thursdayt June 20. 

• Gas Light ’Bill.] On the'motion 
for the third reading of the bill, • 
Alderman Atkins thought, that if the 
bill passed, it wdbld destroy the whole of 
the whale fishery.* He therefore moved, 
that it be read a third time this day three 
months. 

Lord Cochrane objected to the bill, 
which he contended would destroy the 
whal^ fiSh^y trade. He also contended, 
that the gas company would be unable to 
fulfil the engagements they had made to 
the public. / 

Mr.defended the bill, and ob¬ 
served that a clause would be aided by 
way of rider, which would obligd the dmn- 
pany to present at <pauticuiar times an ac¬ 
count of.the state of their fudds. 

No division took^lace, and the bill was 
read *a third time. » » .• 

• 

PuBtic Revenue^ CoNSOLitaaTioN 
Bill.] On the motion that the bill be 
read a third time, , 

Mr. Hankes Objected, particularly to the 
clause enabling the vice-treasurer to sit 
in parliament. He should not go into the 
matter at length, but shouM concern’him¬ 
self chiefly with the clause It was not 
distinctly stated that the deputy to the 
vice-treasurer should'l\e paid gut*of the 
•public money.* He did not de$ire any 
peculiarly strict provision, which .■ais!" 
affect the case of sickness or infirmityon 
the part of the principal; but he objlacted 
to making that office a sinecure, and also 
to the chra^in^ on the public the expense 
of both pri|pi^^l and deputy. Tlie opi¬ 
nion of the wPflSiR bad been ,shown so 


in 1,81(^ which was passed notwithstand¬ 
ing the objections of Mr. Percdwal, ‘after 
much discussion. Its tendency ^fas; that' 
all offices should be paid according to the 
value the duties jperformed. In this 
new office there was in fact little or no 
responsibility. What possible reason 
could be assigned for a deputy to the vicSi. 
treasurer, unless the object was, to bring 
the princi|!iH^way from his duties i The 
duty of the phmcipal v/as solely to issue 
sums out of tm ei^hequer of Irelands 
and to that epun^y, therefore, his services 
ought to be conned.. His office was in¬ 
deed purely* mmisterial. Hisa bUnnCss 
was In Ireland. Bring him here, and tben^ 
at perhaps the most important part of the 
ylbr, his duties must be done by a* d'h'*' 
puty. As to the vice-treasurer’s sitting 
in that House, it was a new thing to coun¬ 
tenance the admission of an additicAial 
placeman whose duties had nothing to dl# 
with a seat in parliament, but, on me con¬ 
trary, muSt be neglected by Ms sitting 
there. The hon. member then tnovad, tC 
insert the words, ** other than the d^uty 
aforesaid.” The effect of the amendment* 
was to make the principal pay the d^utyi 
The Qhancellor of the Exek^yu'tr iMidt 
that the question immediately before ^6 
House did not affect the question off the 
vice-treasurer’s silting in the House,^ot 
only th^^eans of paying the dejiuty, yhe 
question‘was, whether the salarWj^^ffill^ 
reduced^tC 2,000/. a-year, was 
ther chipged with the expense hi^tbe deJ> 
puty ? 0 The deputy *mighf be allowed 
1,000/. a-year; but that would falf undet 
the discretion of the treasury. The office 
of deputy was only intended for necesssflry 
qsurposes in particular cases. The pdn- 
cipal would be responsible for all the acta 
of his deputy. The office of nce-treastgenf. 
if^posed important duties,* and the ap« 
pointment of a dbput^ would be of mlAiim 
service. 

*Mr. Tierney observed, that.as this wbllld 
be As^ecure during pleasure, it W^ less 
r^^wi'able there should be a deputyv Hd 
begged the House to rememb^ th!^ *they 
were not %oiDg^ vote IjOOO/. a-ynar fo^ 
t h isd ep tyy, b(Tt in reality whatever, the, 
treasury chose.^ *4£iilhaa4Iou8e thought 
thal^e*C(Mintiy should.bc burtbened with 
a-yev rqr the purpoae of enabling 
tnis officer to sifin parjilkn^t, their Wte 
would be accorditigly^ ButUbis measufb 
to pay tile i had bi;<Aight mittisten mto great straitlt 
and. deput](. | for either mey or the Hcntepustevenliiiil^ 
be degraded) if ft were perserefed io;"' ^ ' 


clearly, that he co\d not hwe Expected , 
apropositionto creatva new sinecufe qffice,« would be accorditigly^ 
by which the public were ‘ ^ ' 

charge both or nriDGi]^al 
He Mverted to a ieaoltttioBPeCthe 
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Lord Castlercagh said, that the yotf of that House, but he,conceived that, to 
the Houw was not called fof in so 8um> oblige this officer to pay bis ^puty, would 
nary a inaryaer as the right hoif. gentle* not exclude him from the House. 
mm represented. Ministesrs had consi- Mr. X JV. Ward 6aid,itwft8 the duty of 
dered ft necessary to the well-j^eing of the House to be vigilant to prevent an in« , 
Ireland, and had not called for it simply crease of public expenditure, or of the ipt * 
on account of the salary of the office: they ^eence ofthe Crown. But in the prcswmt 
thought that this office should not deprive \fse, he thought the jealousy wbiclidiad 
the House of the aid of a most efficient men shown was unfounded. He however 
nenber, or reduce the benefi^o^be de- nspected that jealousy, as it well became 
rived from him to tho ma//€ mechanical me House, which wa» the chief guardian 
duties of his office. wwld be a preju- If public independence, and the only 
dice to the public seryic^ and to the go- |y;iardian of the public purse. He should 
vernment of Ireland, if there were no in* attempt to prove that the office created by 
dividual ^f official rank id tba^. country to th^e bill, did not tdke any moneyruoneecs- 
aidt.his majesty’s ministers. The fight sarily out of the pocket of tne public, 
hon. gentleman prided himself while hold- nor add any thing unnecessarily t^ 
ing an office, because he did not embarrtiss *-the iiiiduence of the Crown. He was 
hta deputy: but as he was in the practice glad that an argument which had been 
of joining*’bis assistance in parliament to used had been abandoned. It had been 
the duties of bis office,^ the opposition to f said that the salary of tbe office should be 
deputy in the present instance came with large, because it was an office of trust: 
e very bad grace frem him. As to tho the definition of an office of trust was, that 
deputy’s salary, it could no* where be the holder of it might cheat the public if 
fouB<(^tb&t an officer such as the present be would. Now, in (his sense the vice- 
eVCT paid his own deputy. At present treasurer did not hold an offic/v^ trust, 
there appeared to be only the question of The trde and manly defence for the office 
the deputy; but that mixed itself with the was that of his noble friend, viz. that it 
Other, nani^y,, whether an officer with this was improper to make a further reduction 
eali^y shbuld have .3 scet in the House or in tha official situations of Ireland which 
no R for if the deputy were denied, it dis- had sea^ in that House. Hi believed it 
P&mI the question concerning the seat, was’agredd on all hands, that, some of^cers 
asjr^one could deem it worth hij| while to of the Crown should Itavc scats in parlia- 
dpputy out of2,000/. a-jrear, and ment. He* should go further, and say, 
atteag t^ his duties in parliament. Hp that if it was necessary: to choose between 
beggedtpie House^ to consider that Ire.- extremes, lie shouljj ^irefer to allowhll of- 
land maintained a separate execi^ive ge- fleers of,the Crown to sit in parliament, 
vermndnt: and while the governnient was than tp adopt a meihsure of general exclu- 
separate, it ought to have an adequate re- sion. A general admission of official per- 
presentatiye in that House. He contend-' sons would be a shock to the constitution, 
ed that this was no creation of office, but but we shouli) still have the best govern- 
a modification only, and a diminution of ment in the world,; after a general exclu- 
o^enses it was in fact a measure of pub- sion of the officers of theaCrowu from that 
lie economy. Eight offices compatible Hoilse, the government would not go on 
withpmliamentary duty <lould be reduced, for a single day. One reason forahe ad- 
■4» iiMd. By the ui/ion, Ireland was al- Mission of the officers of the Crown was, 
lowed to have twenty placeiucn in tbe to exphu'i^hemea^ufes of the government; 
House; and now, instead of twenty there but another reason was, to hold up som^ 
woultf not be more than seven. ruumrd to .honourable ambition. iWwas 

cultv of appointing a deputy was essential a^mciple wliich had been acted imon by 
tO'the office; and he did, hop# that the the i|big governments of England for near 
Bowwre, so far from beins* «(|h^d’ered..an a century, and. there was a peculiarity in 
enOT^hmentea^^arJi^fet, would rather the state of Ireland which ren^ared it im- 
^ oMmed an eniwoachment on/be proper to dimmish the numtiw of Irish of- 

»itfwould tend tOfbresIk ficers in that Houie,VTt\5 he thought 

goyernmlfent in, taat House alto- v/aa mfirfiest ftpm t|(S increase''of tite 
® r. •• * ' weaUh bnd pop^tioft of |reland,andpaT»> 

1(&. 0^0^ agreed* .that it,^ ^ularly of the polIticaLpopuIation. ,By 

^vern- tbbaaitensiQnoflcooiwleiuef the numbered 
mpat, lilftt tbf Yida-treasdrer shoum. sit in ptewos in t)|efr kingdoA^.who ,t06k .an in- 



tereat'in 


V. 
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Politics had increa'sed, and it was 
not prop# to diminish the number of ot- 
fices, which jrere open' to them as Irish- 
inen< He thought the bill before them 
, had met a hard fate. An addition should 
been made to the title of the bill^it 
snbuld hare beep also termed « a bill fc 
putting4n practice economical reform, ai 
alyfldging the inUtfence of the Crotvn 
In'deed, he doubted whether the admin 
tration which had b'hen sflpported by tli 
gentlemen opposite, though much cntitl^ 
to respect, had done so much to dimini 
that influence by any otje mcftfurc. The 
time migi\t come, when, by the change mf 
political circumstances, he might have to 
, ' congratulate*some gentlemen opposite to 
him, on the acdcptancc of the newT ofiice 
now under discussion, 

“ Turno tempus erit magno, cum optaverit 
emptum, * 

•Intactum Pallanta, et cum spolia ista di- 
cmque 

Odcril."- 

Tile enemies of the bill would then lament 
the rcdOfelion of the office, and feci sorry 
for the vote of Monday night; but he 
hoped they would not be inducedyio re¬ 
form and regulate it—that was to sly, af¬ 
ter their 0 W 4 ; ideas df reform—by making 
the possession of it compatible jvfth 4 no-*j 
ther office whfbh it was intended to con¬ 
trol. As to the illfli^nce of the Crown, 
he thought it a fair subject mr a general 


nd not for partial 
e should dbnclude 


inquiry and re^ 
attack and skirmish 
by giving the clause his unhesitating and 
sincere vote, a vote unhesitating because 
sincere, and of which he was as little 
ashamed, as any enemies of* the measure 
were of their opposition. 

Mr. Laiilf) said, that though he agreed 
in some of the gcAernl prin^les laid down 
ISy his hon.«fricnd, he did not agree in 
tlieir adfilication, but if he had conflne|l 
himself’ to those fair, and serious^argu- 
nients, he should have liad little 4o object 
to him; but lib had indulged himself in 
sarcasms against an administration 
which he (Mr. Ward) had always acted.J 
Among other topics of ridicule, lie*had 
attackra th^ measure which enabled the 
auditor of tte exchequer lo hold the of¬ 
fice of first fcnl^^f the treasum "When 
that measure VasV^efore the Gk^uiie, his 
hon. friend had not Wen foand ^_ 
objections, or been ilrutqjpflfted by any of 
those lights, with i^hich t{}e new company 
he had kept seeme^now to have jfcrni shed 
him. He contrratulated hisnn. frtHR! 
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on (he; change which had been^wrought, 
and hoped it would prove beneficial to tlie 
country, and to his own characteif. 

Mr. IVarcTexfil&ioedt that his opinma 
of the administration alluded to had not 
changed. As to the particular measure 
alluded to he had not been in town when 
it was proposed. 

Theflouse divided: for the amendment* 
111! against-it, 14 . 9 ; majority 38. The 
bill was then re^ a third time and passed. 


Il: 
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THE 

ETRoroLis.] 3 Mr.’ Brougham, on pre* 
sent jpg the report of the select cornet- 
tee appointed to inquire intoyhe Educa- 
titm of the Lower Orders in^the Metropo¬ 
lis; communicated to the House an abridg¬ 
ed view of the information which was laid 
more fully on the table of the House* 
Many facts had been learned by the pro** 
sccution of the commiyee’s labours; which 
had sat several hours a day, and bad ex¬ 
erted its powers with much activity: '[l^ese 
facts were important in themselves; and 
while the}' showed .the state of the poof 
with regard to education, the sums contri-. 
buted for the purpose o f prom oting it*- 
and the •prejudices thap^’Cius^ on fliie . 
subject of the applicat^ of these fui^s* 
evinced the neCessity of some change, nod 
led to useful suggestions. Tbere-wbr^ 
less tliarf. 120,000 children without* 
means ofeducation. This deficient was nf 
j.confinedXQ children of one dcsci^ion of 
people 0 V another, bnt extended to. 
air sects^nd all descriptions of persons io 
the lower orderil, It was found upon ex* 
pmination, that thi^gh the poor were in 
general’anxious for education, yet in some 
dSses they objected to send their children , 
to school, for the purpose of letting t hpm_ 
out to common beggars. From 2,000 
4,000 were in thig situation; and out of, 
fhis nuntber came Inoet of th'bsc 
dei^cedators who swelled the calendar of 
Newgate. In such etdes forgi&le interfer¬ 
ence between the parent atid child* ifhoie 
morals the parent was corrupting, might 
be resortet^to. He now came to tWstate 
of education in tHe metron&Iis, and there- 
mell^^rcifoseS fyrit^de^ctB, , Thfre 
being^bout 120,0(1(ffR^aren in Loudon 
wKbdut the mean^ of education, it 

_me the floase to con&taer if tbejr* 

would allow thisatafe of things to continue 
br would ^ke som^ measures for its cor¬ 
rection^ ^ the mean time they wquid, 
find in the exammations of the commi^e 
much useful information. It bad inquiredi 
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into ell the oherity-Bchools, parish ^haols, 
ivbscripti&n eohools, Sunday scly^ois, &c. 
ctteUiraed for the lower orders in the me* 
tropeUs. But the com mil tee had not 
rested here. They had gone higtier, 'and 
conceiving, though tlie commission under 
leijhich they acted did not necessarily lead 
them to any inquiries concerning the ma- 
nagenumt of the higher, schools, yet that 
it authorized them to inclu^these schools 

* atSheif discretion; and ymiceiving like- 
wise that some reports that had gone 
abroad concerning theiy required ^ithex 
to he confirmed oridispi^ved, they callcu 
before tHbm the officers tmd heads o( the 
Clilirter-lwuse,Christ’s hospital, Westmins¬ 
ter,. &c. and had examined them accor-^ 

' dingly. To 'begin with Christ’s Iiospiral, 

* which w«s the largest establishment, he 
would state a few facts concerning it. 
The annual income of that establishment 
was 4<4<,000/., and the expenditure was 
nearly as great. These fun^s were em¬ 
ployed in boarding, clothing, masters’ sa- 

I &c. in apprenticing some, in send¬ 

ing others to the navy, and in establishing 

* some scholarships ak the university. By 
* origipal rules of this institution, it was 

destined £iri ifli.^'Uucation of the i^ildren of 
Uie lower orders oi%; dnd it Sad been com¬ 
piled of, that persons not requiring chart- 
tme/is^istance had been admitted, to the 
» ^ ft^l tiginn of others who did. Tfit commit- 
examined eight cases in which 
this d^^rture from the laws oF the estab-, 
lishmei^ w^ said to have takin place. 
Five ^of these they had found t« be pcr- 
fpct\y groundless ; and as only three re¬ 
mained with suspicious "or unexplained, 
circumstances, they tlfbught k surprising 
Hiat in so great an establishment tbe^' 
should have been so few apparent abuses. 

Charter-bouse baa revenues of 
24,000/., and its expenditure was nefrly 
^^ctJaqge. Thougl\,by its original institu* 
^tion,.the poorer classes were alone adpiis- 
sible, this title was not observed. He Mid 
not mean to'state that the parents of the 
children on the foundation were rich}Vil- 
though they belonged not to that class of 
yociety that wns called ihejoorer order. 

4, T^y were generally tlje tnnaiaf*^e«tie- 
ipi^ of fespecBteil g i aa ifc, wt small incomes. 

Jting*8 scho^Urs at Westifiiil^te'f'iMre 

^QiKIlsiititlar* fouQdatioa.* lilie boys frif hjt 

■'Vki- dUitet’ of the richer or poorer classes; 
bm/feere ritere wa&^ vast mmrovemenf 
into the rules o# admission, 
phtoed on the foundhtiho, not 
%y rofuid to the circumsUuices of 
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their relatives, but from respej^ to the! 
own merits As to St. Paul’s, the salarie 
of this establishment were gjftod, and tbi 
funds were large, being 6,000/. a year 
The complement of boys was limited ti 
152, from some whimsical regard to a tep 
•'f* scripture that described a draught *0 
ihes in a net as amounting to tlAt n%m 
He had stated thes much with 
ird^o these establishments, to correct s 
^port that had go^e abroad, that th< 
oor were excluded from any participatior 
funds that were originnily destined foi 



their use. .But the principal part of tht 
Ibbours of the cornmittee consisted in theii 
examination-of evidence as to the numbei 
and condition of the charity and parisl 
scHook destined for the education of tht 
lower orders. The number of such insti 
tutions exceeded any thing that coulc 
have been previously believed, and wa: 
highly creditable to the benevolence v 
the country. Even at a season of genera 
distress, the funds derived from contribu¬ 
tions for the great end of education hac 
been fqund undiminished; but,*<h^ommit 
tee was forced often to acknowledge ant 
lameik that the expenditure of these fund: 
had ilrither been so pure nor so judicioui 
as the'intentions of the contr^ulqfs wen 
'laudablb and fervent. Instead of ^einj 
employed in educating greaVnumbers wit! 
the great sums raisfd^hosc who managet 
expended fhem, in boarding; .clothing 
and bringing up a fo«v, leaving the res' 
totally Vvithout tHV^eans of education 
There could not be a greater mistake thar 
to suftpose that a certain sum could bt 
more beneficially expended in supporting 
a small number, than in educating a grea 
number who could not otherwise obtaii 
the means of instruction; Ifut he wai 
afraid there could be nowenicdy expcctet 
from legislatiVh interference, as these fun^ 
were managed by trustees who abjectet 
tt> any change. Circulars had been seni 
to th§ h^ads of schools to the amount o 
between 80 and 90; and,‘from the infor, 
jion collected, it appeared that 18,000/ 
ributed among a certain number o 
‘^chasityble establishments, only educatet 
3,000 childreii, including iilothes, &C. 
whereas upon the new plan this sum wouk 
be sufficient for educati^ J0,000. Tht 
objectioi^ to a changV»iyiSh thus niigh 
aryse, mt from the contri 
bubors, biif tlm:?'Jrue/ees of these charkieti 
’who had an interest in Jbe continuance o 
^the present syltem.—There was wothe 
I'of kkools whicif might be regid^ 
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^peant establishments 
created bj| public chdritable donations. 

He. mentioned several instances of- abuse 
in charities .left fur the general purposes of 
education. No instances of flagrant abuse 
oi^curred in London; but he had.rcceived 
mdtky cortmiunications on the subject froip 
diff’eipnt parts of the country. He stated/contention for superiority, might be ex- 


JONE 20, 1816. , ^ [1234 

ance, however, should not be communi. 
cated asfari annual grant, but mjerdly. in' 
aid of private charity, to build gcniHl4/'tc>.‘ 
prepare rooms, &c. Another (Kflhitti^ 
was tjic steering clear of religious diiRin*^' 
ences, wTiich were daily subsiding. Aw 
emulation in well-doing, rather than » 


one flagrant case v^h^a-e l.SOOif.,which wiist 
left for the endowment*of a school, was) 
managed by the lord, of ll^p manor, who! 
appointed his own brother schoolmastert' 
with a large salary,'while he again shiftceW 
the duties to a deputy schoolmaster, in tw 
person of a joiner, with»the siWall income, 
of 40/. a 3'ear, and left this ignorant persofi 
to educate tlj,e ohildren. I3y’various ac- 
’ counts he had received, 70,000/. niigjit be 
stated as the sum to which the charities 
he alluded to luight amount in all; and 
tlierc was every reason to believe that little 
bcpofit was now derived from them in 
administering the blessings of education. 
This deserved inquiry. Abuses were 
known, but they were not properly de¬ 
nounced.,, It became a question how this 
could be (icibe, and information obtained. 
A committee above stairs was inadequate 
for the task, as it could not exami'^te on 
oath; and as it wopld be impossible, or 
very ex'jienstve to call up persons all J 
part# of the country to give evidence, 4he 
only remedy was, to amioint a commission 
with powci" to go frohijjiace t^ place, and 
examine witnesses upon the spot. More 
money would be sOTj|d*to the coijntry, or 
dedicated to its most iin1>ortant interests— 
education, than wouick be expelided by 
such a commission. He had no defire to 
create new places, or to aggravate the 
public burthens, but he would propose that 
this comrnps.sion should be paid for its 
labours, as the o^ly means of ensuring its 
^activity, and biinging it unjer the cowtrol 
V the.Hoffse. The busing required 
dispatch, and dispatch or jiij/gencc cou\d 
not be enforced upon, gratuitous cqmmi.s- 
sioners. The Irish codimittee Sf inquiry 
Into the courts of justice had 'sat 'for 14 
years; and though they had made s^lfls 
able reports, such delay would not suit thc^ 
pr^ent casg. Lord St. Vincent’s fcotn- 
inission was paid, and had been extremely 
useful. VVidi^11 the love .of sinccur.e.s 


paanifested _ 
make this a sinecu 
^pbably reqtiire 
ment for the purpos^w^'iiSHvancing edu 
cation, but it was^the opiaion of the com* 

Assist-* 


peered. 

iMrd^Cmiterras'h complimented tltff"' 
learned geiitlctsmn on having devoted so 
m'ticb of his vaJd-ible time to the laudable 
objects of the reportf There could be 
liftle chiiibt thflt alluses existed in many of 
thy charities ^fur «the purposes of eckica* 
tion:* and henceVhe necessity *for the 
exerpise of a vigilant superinqj^ndenc^of 
tthell* administration from time to time* 
He thought there would be no great diffi¬ 
culty in the next sessjfin of appointing a 
committee for examining into the admi- 
rflstration of the charities of the country*. 

Mr. Jtose was convinced that the la¬ 
bours of th&committee would prove highly 
useful. • 

Mr. Peel alluded to what had ifeen 
done in Ireland by jbe commission tlrerb 
appointed. That ertemission had deli¬ 
vered in 13 reports ; and iti 1813 a WU' 
was brought gi, foundet^Jjirfile^a reporter, 
by which a variety of Aie grossest abuses 
had been rembdiod, and he hud no dcrubt 
that the effect would be highly henofioial 
to the ri.^fBg generation of Ireland. • * 

Mr. H'r^tedei/ said, that while'engagid 
•in framing, the charitable donaliti^^ill, he 
had recevved a variety of lettsrs *om re- 
spectabB clergymen in different parts of 
the couiftry, stating abuses which, to their 
•knowledge, existed in charitable founda¬ 
tions foV e^ucationf ' 

^ Mr.' Wilberfutce begged leave to MJg;- 
gest, whether the process of inquiry might 
not be beneficially set on font imniediatmj^ 
wisliout waiting ]^il the next session. > ,i 
‘ Mr. Canning wa9 desirous of t xpeesaiu 
th^ satisfaction he derived from tli^JiJpiK’ 
and candid speech of *1116 learhed mova>: 
bqt what he rose for'chiefly Vas, to advert 
to 4he Euggestiorr that had fallen from bis 
lym. friend- Some alarm Itad bemt ex¬ 
ited by |he committee extending, their 
inquirim to thi great public establrshmotits 
for education: he, ■Sc^'flBfjTiad in some 

t* -iB- t • 


The couittjj’ would 
os^€*iS3^ncinc e 


that the meVopmis voul< 

^ VOL. ■ 


f Assii 

• . 


isters, they could not d«y(^e participated in that al.irm ; but he 

agreeably dwappninVid the state* 
- y^nt of' the learned geatleman, which faftd 
entirely tbraoved it.* *But out of that very 
alarm .greA a wish, that the report shpuM 
* ‘defy circulated^ oadvthe windyw 


be wic 

(4K)’ 
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people familiarized with the evidence, 
before proceeding v?9 had the 
House. ' He should contnouterall his as- 
fMtanc^to* the object of the report, satis- 
Ited that the foundation of good. order in 
society was good morals, and' that the 
fotmdation of good morals was education. 

After some further observations from 
Mr. W. Smith, general Thornton, Mr. 

'’Dabington, and Mr. Brougham, the report 
was ordered to lie on the^ble, and to be 
ptmted. Mr. Brougham-then gave notice, 
that early in the next session, he should 
bring the matter of tho rejlort befdre t^.e 
House. 0 ^ f 
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Phomest against the Silver Coin¬ 
age Bill.] The Silver Coinage bill 
was read a third time. After which tile 
earl of Lauderdale entered the following 
Protest upon the Journals: • 


“ Dissentient, 

. . IM, “ Because the bill which has now 
been read a third tii^e, sanctions a plan 
for the future regulation of the metallic 
currency of this country, founded on very 
)a)rroneou/vie«^«f^f tbat.impprtafft subject. 
Gold coin, accoroing'to this new system, 
is to be the only money fn which a legal 
tender pan be made for any sum exceed- 
42s.; and thus, in conteidpt of the 
o^inipn'of Mr. Lockp, sir Wyiiam.Petty, 
Mr.. L^ris, and of almost every other re-o| 
apcctame authority, the coin made of that 
toetalis constituted the measure W value, 
smd the means of Conducting' all ex¬ 
changes throughout the empire. • 

2ndly. Because no reasonable'ground 
has been assigned in debate -for'tbis pre¬ 
ference of gold as the material of money, 
n^has indeed been stated: Ist. That 
gold', as of superior vahfe, is the' proper 
nature of value foatMs opulent country; 

aUver, as of inferior'value, is^Jhe 
more propdr measure of value for a poor 
country. 2nd/i Tliat gold is less varial^e 
in its value from day to day, and therefore 
fitter for the matetial of money,. - 3d. Thnt 
lhe_ prevalence of gold^An riecplatii^i, 
duffog the last century, proves vhe natUral 
iediflatioD of Cr^ptA^le in tb^ at|te of 
aociaty in which we exist, forlihat sf^iOes 
^ awney.-iTo me however, it appearsq 
lit. That to argue that the increased 
wealfit a country'^ Inquires a i^asure m 

valoe forroed of a more valuable n^tevi^, 
is ik 'i0ntd«» it would be to state, that. 
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in proportion as our ipanufacti^ of doth 
is increased, the dimensions our yard 
ought to be extended. 2nd. That in this 
country, where gold, from othr mint regula¬ 
tions, hasbeen for some time past practically 
the measure of value, and silver the thq^g 
tp be measured, gold must have had abe 
foppearance of sustaining more rapid xaria- 
Vions in valpe tiiau sil^ej;, just as in France, 

, where silver being the measure of value, 
jmd gold the thing to be measured, gold 
mppears more variable in its value than 
\ilver; and that thdre is therefore no real 
gvound for preferring gold to silver, as less 
.variable in'^its vak’.e from day to day. 3d. 
That to asevibe the prevalence of gold 
coin tg its being more acceptable to the 
people, is in itself ridiculous. Men have 
no preferences upon these subjects, but 
what are dictated by views of interest; 
and the history of our mint regulations 
discloses, that in the year 1717, when the 
relative value of gold and silver coin was 
last settled by proclamation, sir Isaac 
Newton predicted, that the denominative 
value of the gold, in proportion.te its in- 
trinsjc*Dr marketable value, bluing greater 
than Umt of the silver coin, it was impos¬ 
sible khe latter could remain in circulation 
—an ^opinion which js proved to be true 
,by the experience of what w6 hail'e since 
seen ; lov all the lawful silv/^r coin haS, for 
more than half a c^tgry, disappeared and 
the pecq}le,-.have f-Hi no oppgrtunity of 
selection, there existing nothing but gold 
coin, iq which avlggal tender cotifid be 
made. 

Srdiy.” “ Because I am of opinion, that 
thcrc'are many advantages which concur 
to recommend perseverance in the ancient 
regulations df the mint of this country, 
which regarded silver as the proper mate¬ 
rial of the coin to be by law constituted 
the ■measure of value, and tj^e means of 
making Icggl tenders of paymei^. Isi. 
^Ivercoin ialvirder, and less subject to 
wear, .than gold coin; therefore better 
qualified for the general cnfrency of the^ 
lountry. 2nd. There is less temptation, 


W' 


^ vtoechanical or chemical operations, 
.fratxiulcnUy to diminish its value; for the 
pro^ to be made by abscraq|:ing a grain 
from the weigh} of a coi^n of j^uid, must 
be fifteen tiroes the ameqQt^pt what can 
arise from a similar fr^Ji^kh respect to 
l^r floih.^ 3rd. Ii.^ certain that the 
omliCVosa»alfl^e<?.d^ng the purity of all 
Uie ‘coin in cirobiit^on is, to adopt silver 
coin as the met^re gf value, and the sole 
legal (en^r of payaienA. 1^ this country, 
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wbere golb, from tpe r^uhtiona of our j taring interests of the country worn better 


mint, has |>ng been, id fact, the measure 
of value: it does not require reasoning to 
prove, that i{*gold is'the measure of value, 
silver coin, however debased, will circa' 
late to mark the fractional parts of that 
gdy coin, purely on the principle of cog- 
venienc^: for it was 'Stated in evidence' 
before the bulHon^ommittce, that, on thkii 
principle, even a premiSm was given for 
100/. of silver coin, thg purchaser of 
which knew that its intrinsic value was not 
60/. But, if-silvCr was the measure ^ 
value, bad gold could ^vor circulatefrom 
matter of conveniences for itfis ^vious 


that no motive can be''as^gne,d whidh 
could induce anjc^an to gK’c IQl/. for 
one hundrec^poun^ worth of gold coin, 
not intrinsicmy worth 60/. If then'silver 
^piiwwaa adopted as the measure of value, 
tne law would secure the purity of that 
^n which exclusively formed a legal ten¬ 
der, whilst the interests of individuals, 
and the circumstance of its being allowed 
to take its value in circulation would suffi¬ 
ciently secure thfe purity of our gold coin, 
^tli. By rejecting snver coin as a measure 
of value, you at once deprive this great 
mercantile country of the possibikty of 
having a par of exchange with any part 
of Europe,* where, generally 6[)enking„ 
silvcf coin is^xclusively the measure of 
value: for if gold is to be tlie legal 
tender in, ^bis counmK»whil£4 silver is a 
legal tender in otli^s,The par of exchange 
most depend not o!^.^ on the balance of 
remittances, but must be subject to the 
daily fluctuations arisiag from tfie varia¬ 
tions in the value of these several mitals. 

4-thly. Because in the present moment 
of our financial distress and'of the sufl'er- 
ings of the people from excessive taxa¬ 
tion, the conduce of government in under¬ 
lying a megsuve, which must involve the 
tf&surg in a great expense,yAnd inflict, 
even on the lowest and puAuest orders ef 
the impoverished peoQ^ of this country a 
grievous burtbep, appears unaccountable: 
yet these cannot fail to be ‘cons^ 
quencea of now decrying and throtMf% 


out of cii^lati 
ment has B9 loi 
drculation. 

5thly. “ 
stances, 1 m 
if the succera of^i 
tain, and the proje 


the coin which parlia-% 
Wtlfered to remain ia 

, under tjiese circum- 
opinion, that, even 
s measure* yas c^r-^* 
coiirM»9«^^ Re¬ 


maining in circulationjirt i^ould have been 
prudent and adviAlde to delay the under¬ 
taking, till thp' agncidKiind an^apuftc*' 


able to iusfai^ /he burthen to wJiicb they 
must be cubjCcted by this reform ia the 
system of ouj coinage:—and* I* cannot 
find^terms sufficiently strong to expr^ 
my sens^ of the criminal rashness of has^ 
tily adopting such a project, at a time, 
when both authority and reason combine 
to enforce the opinion, that the new coin 
cannot Remain in circulation; and that;', 
after the vexatious suficrin|;,to whic|) the 
people must be exposed, the^ttempt will , 
prove abortive. FrociS authority we learn 
Yhat .no* system of coinage cau be 
awpted with ai^ pro*spect of permanent 
advantage, till some regulations h&ve been 
ma^ for remedying the evilg resul^g 
jsfrom the present state of paper currency 
—and yet this arrangement is brought • 
forward at a time, wtjyn parliament has * 
been persuaded to continue for two years 
that unfortunate system of paper currency, 
which is described by the late carl of 
Liverpool, an the foregoing extract from 
his letter to the King on the coins of the 
realm, as likely to render any regulsdbns 
of our coin of no permanent advantage.-— 

By reason and experience we are taught, * 
that two coins of the same metal,, varymg,* 
even in issm^ll degree, j|t;>''cii^ropoTticwt 
betwixt their real and denominative value, 
cannot retnain'in circulation together—-as 
that which possesses the greatest ceal value 
must aluffiys be withdrawn from circula- «. 
tion;—yet,it is no^ intended fo /hrow 
^into cirAiJation this new silver’^oiii, of 
which A. 6d. is to be«mad« out of an 
ounce (P silver, with tokens of th« bank 
of England, of .v^Kich 6s. 8d. is fabricated 
•out of th| ounce of silver; and with to¬ 
kens olMne banl^ of Ireland, of which 
^s. 3d.^ coined out of one ounce of 
silver;—and that without any provision 
to impede these banks from continui^ ttr*- 
fabricate and i^ue these tokeg/ to^y 
amount.—Again,'by reason andacaue- . 
riej»ce we are taught, that, if coin 
ferent metals is thrmvn Into* circulation, 
v|rying in the proportion ‘betwixtotheir 
ree^ and denomiflative value,—that which 
i^ of greatest value bas always •^disap* 
pl[)ared.;—ihu8,^a the coftrse of tixa hut 
century*, ^wentw'one •sbilli^ of 
silv» cqjln being uf^'tll^nsu: or maricet 
V8^ nearly 4d. more Uian ii guinea—we 
Mow that dMawfu) sihrajrmdbey vanisbe4 
iffrom circulation:—and^yet it is novr dk- 
pected t^t our gold coin will remain in 
circulaiioril though a guinea will, under 
this new plm, {kmsch oonsiderably Ibok 
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Chiiik sljauld come to a deci- | taken out of bis bands—that they would 

sion now^but that they should adopt the be tSikeli up b^.his majest}''s government, 
line of conduct he now- recommended, at 1 ^ was a cause of too much importance to 
the begining*of the next session. Inn- ' o^andied about as a party <]\t«^on. 
nite pleasure would it give to him, if, in ; ha^iot^een so treated by iiol^ lords on 

his side of the House, nor by many noble 
personages connected with administration 
—but otliprs hud certainly so considered 
it. '11c. was most anxious that some of his 
majest^s ministers should take the 
tion under thoir care; and rlyit they t^uld, 
after a full and fair ^consultation, place 
the Catholics in tliat positi\i in which 

S f' Ought td be|)laced. The noble earl 
stated, ronsons’ for not entering on 
cuestion at this particular period, two 
i or y^ee grounds. The first oC these wa 
* —diat 


conseijuencc of tlie decision of tliat night, 
ht-^^hould be enabled to say to his Catho¬ 
lic iretl^i'en, that they had been adopted 
by the legislature^ (^f their country—that 
their cause had been taken up—that their 
grievances were no Jonger^deemed uilwor- 
tliy of notice — and .that parliament had 
pledged itself to exaniine them minutclj|fl 
Now, it was extremely siitisfactmy aio 
know, that a noble eari»^ivetpo(iQ 
had coristi'intly opposed tne~lij S»ioj 4l oftfie 
existing restt^int^n the lloii^in C^itholics 
had tlioui'litit nectary to protest, in an 
cmni 


The first nil these "Was 
fiat he objected to take jip any thing 
authentic clhiimunicution, of wiiicli the'j connected w'ltli this subject, as a claim of 


^;uiWu;.4t;j[?re in possession—that it was not 
l^is opinion, that no measure of relief was 
be extended to that body. The noble 
earl said on the contrary, tbnt lie could 
conceii'e circumslances, under which a 
relaxation and alteration of the penal 
code niiiiht be ^icccssary. It would be 
very satistjTfclory, prpvicus to thchr lord¬ 
ships inquiry on this subject, if the iiobre 
earl would state to their lordships what 
the circumstances lyere, under which, in 
his opihion,* tlij repeal of some pt thos(^ 
law# u oiilil b^not only desirable butneces- 

to 
in 
for 
in 4| 


sary. It would be ^also satisfactory . 
know ho^ far the n^« earl jj^ould go i 
his alterations. He felt great respect fc 


him Individnully ^^(«d the manner 
whicli ho had always \;onducted himself, 
with respect to this qitestion, wak entitled 
to great praise for temper and mlbdera- 
tion. With respect to the English Ca¬ 
tholics, no person could doftbt the extent 




ofthe altei^ptions that would be madein the-praise any objection in the mind- of the 
laws so far as tb^t rospectahlobndy of io- 
^ dK'iduals were concerned. The noble 
*irarl wguld *nt once say, thaUthey ought 
to be put in the same si^iis;^)n as that,in 
which their Catliolicjp^iiren in Ireland 
w'ere placed. Certamfy a mor# deserving 
*body. of men dul not exist; and he coi^ 
ceived it would be proposed, that4lf^ } 
should be placed in the same situating 
now, in wlgcli the Irish^ Roman* Catho¬ 
lics Iiad stood smee the j'ear 1793. 'i'he 
noble earl lva4rBt, probably, hitherto pro¬ 
posed tliis,\gPE^S3lP he wished, like a _ 
statesman, to take the whole ^bjea at.|^d taken plficeatlord Triml^ston’s hou8«, 
once, and then say, I/Jf jii go, l^ad also netitioned^Dd lastly, the Roman 

and no farther.’* / * . ) Catholic clergy, witlf the Catholic bishops 


It 

Here he beggefl leave Io express a hope, 
the Catholic petitions yfO\M b,e sooa 


right. He, or the nol% carl might, in the 
course of debate, term it a claim of right, 
but the petitioncis had nol done so. 
Two other objection^ were, the present 
state of Europe, and the temper of the 
Catholic mind. Now, as to the*8ta^ of 
Europe, no objectiun could fairly be of¬ 
fered on that head.. As to the objection , 
drawn from the perturbed state of the 
Catholic mind, it could not mow be ad** 
vanced. »Thq Catholic ^jcAiurt^ no longer 
indamed—and the petitioners had ap¬ 
proached theif lordships with the greatest 
possible respect. And it afiouhl not be 
iorgottcif; that the illustrious personage, ^ 
who at present discharged the Tunctions 
of bead^f the stale, previous to'his being 
cntrusttal with those great powm, so far 
from filling any hostility to the Catholic 
claims, -imd expressed himself decidedly 
favourabla to them. The temper of the 
Catholic Body, fairly considered, could not 


noble carl. The petition of that bodyi^^ 
which had, on former occasions, bcen^^er* 
violent and extravagant in expr^ion was, 
in this instance, ficigted to the 
nqgiber of words. It shortly stat 
tliey were deprived »f cmstiiutional pri- 
^eges—and it prayed for relief.* 'The 
Koinau Catholics had petitioned from all 
parts of Iceland. They had petitioned by 
d;ountiea-f-a Iqfge body *haa petitioned, 
who spoke tlie«united sense of the 
thoircs ^pf I reland ti-s:'£f*jpOCT respectable 
noting ofnoblemen anagentlemen, which 


at tbeifilidad, had come forward with such 
an address as was every way wortBy 
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thdr character.* He had read the peti> 
tions ovfr'and over again-<-<8nd hfe would 
aver, that^ they contained notfiing wiirfj 
man could findc fault. If 
kU^mpts 'l''ere made to excite, thed'Ca- 
iholic mind, in a certain quarter, the"/ had 
failed to elFect the purpose intended. ^ But, 
fe>rtunate]y, those who made t^e e&brt, if 
any, were few in number, though .^ertainly 
' aiftr^evoid of tpdent and energy of mind. 
^0 itritating/mnguage had recently been 
riaed, excel/, in oqe Catholic p^.per. It 
#at the work of a very few individuals, 
who bad presumed to sel themselveS up/s 
directory and conductor q^' the w^te 
Catholic feeling of Iceland. By ‘ih&k’ 
proceedings, they had driven fromVthe 
Catholic meetings lord Fingal, and many' 
othdr men of the same description. They 
bad madb it necessary for those noblemen 
aqd gentlemen to associate by themselves^ 
and to petidon in fortd. That petition he 
presented, and it was now before their 
Midships. Tlic violence and scurrility of 
thOv^aphr to which he had alluded, knew' 
Up Imuods. The Roman Catholic noble- 
. itiep .and gentlemen bad no right particu- 
,iarly to complain. The majority of both 
IteuapB of parliament was censured, along 
wHh the princip^limembers oF th(f Catholic 
body, in the gros^st manner. But the 
greatest virulence of their slander bad 
been pointed*against himself, the oldest 
living ad^vocate they had, with tim excep* 
tioB of a noble baron,'his brother. That 
paper conducted in the most- disgrace¬ 
ful manner. * It htid stigmatised (he Iri^ 
gOveraftaaent—it had stigmatised th^judges 
of the land—it had stigmatised ^e juries 
in tba county where he |iad resided. Why 
wiBs this done i Because all tho|g^artiesJ 
had endeavoured to hunt out the mur- 
/!^er8 of one of the most respectable 
ma^ktrates that ever was in the com¬ 
mission b£- the peace. <The author bf 
tl|dKt Ifbels was now 'placed where he 
oull^Mplio be, jo s^fe custody, ih one of his 
mpiesty’s pristitps. inflammatory writings 
vi'ere, nowever, ktill published. The re^ 
gi^ed printer andi proprietor continued 
nb ornament Ito that learned profes- 
ii(MU of which he was a me^^er.* -. / 



nil 


.1, of important constitutional pri. 
(tad desired that m inquiry 


Roman Cathode Question. [IMl 

might take place wjth respeei: to their 
situation. They desired tbeir /ccusers tO 
come forward, and state for what crimes 
they were thus put out of the pale of the 
constitution. Ail he requested on their 
part was, to suffer their petitions to be fairly 
discussed, and then for their lordshipp^to 
come to a serious*considerationf,hnw far 
they would, go in the aepeal of those laws, 
which appeared to him to be an intolerable 
grievance. It.wouldv however, be neces¬ 
sary for him to say something as to the 
feeling which those grievances excited— 
becanse it had be^n conceived, he knew 
srd wh^, tKat, as (he Catholics had not all 
joined imfi'^petition, there was, there¬ 
fore, great disagreement:' amongst them, 
on the subject of .their o\Mn interests. 
That this might be the cas^; with refer¬ 
ence to a few, he could ivjl denjsr' -^by 
had taken the sole arrangement on themlt 
selves, and turned out of doors, if hlr 
might use the expression, men of great j 
worth and integrity. But, though a dif¬ 
ference might exist on minor points, they 
all agreed in tlie prOj>''fety removing 
those disabilities. There were, on their 
lordships" tabic, petitions from all the 
Catholics of Ireland, concurring in that 
object., “ We are,” sa>d they, “ labouring 
under great disabilities—restdre us to our 
proper rank in the state.”,. It had Seen 
said, that the Ca^olics did not agree 
among thenyselvesS'^^ut it would be diffi¬ 
cult for any noble lord^to prove this po¬ 
sition. T'itB petiti^m^'of the CathoUcs at 
large stated nothing on the subject of 
securi^es. It coAiplained of constitu¬ 
tional rights withheld, and concluded with 
a short and respectful prayer for their 
restoration. This petition, therefore, was 
'not in contradiction to the sentiments of 
aby body of men who asl^ed for a restora¬ 
tion 6f their privileges, let their language..' 
be what it 'flight. The Catholioti here 
mentioned no ibiws whatever—^they stated 
their grievances atflgrge, and also stated, 
at large,. tHe mode of redress. The next*. 

the* petition of those who met atiord 
JTnWeston’s bouse. The petitioners set 
ferth'fheir disabilities—th^ prayed for a 
restoratibn of privileges.|^aDA they ex¬ 
pressed their readiness ta agree to such 
terms, as, concistently wiA,iRif 
of their church, migKhiw^fr 


discipline 
tp 


it i;]|f(^»ary for hihi again to go o«er wat 


of disabHities.srhicn he had s4n*them* Ttieji; also ^tdd thei^ opinion, 
stated? Itw(nI 14 bekuScieqf to 8ay,^hat sll^ arran,' " " 

^ iCatholics complained qf being 

a j __ -A ..^-1 


_ ent might easily be 

devisSd.^ The clerg^fj^ petition set 

forth their ^evabceK^ aftd requested re- 
dfess. .So^r from puttiDg ^eir iMgative 
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on securing, they nptually offered to the men, When their loyalty was so pure 
House a specific security, which they and unt&inted»he could never thiak of re¬ 
called domestic nomination. • (|^men(fing the veto: but ho railed the 

Now, with fespect to securities, his opi* seKnus attention of their lordsh^ to the 
nions were too well known to render it ne- subj^t {if domestic nominatim—to that 
cessary for him to say much on tile subject, whies would remove every o^ction that 
In*t793 he was perfectly satisfied that the coul« poss^ly be made against the Ca- 
Catlioliot had given* all the' securities tholp^chusjRi in Ireland. He hoped the 
which, in their ctwisciences .they could favTnra^e moment would lie seized by mi- 
give. He asked for no other securities nisteK for setting this quEs^on at rest Tor 
at that time; and he was then prepared to ever, ^^'be noble earl tlic|i|made4 few 
grant them all they demanded, under tW observa^ns on the fallacy * supposing 
securities given by the act of that the eons^tution could be endangered 

Therefore, with respect to securities,<^e ^/mission If a few Roman Catbo- 

was not looking after any. liat/be lim to seats i« piff'liament, and concluded 
of opinion,'•where a great naiion^lract was hf i^jjwing the resolution which he had 
to be performed, and one oh-the‘parties .rea^o their lordships. * 

connected wth it "was only a body in i The Earl of Long fori opposed the mo-* . 
the state, nWever respectable, while ' tion, on the ground of its being improper 
4 L fPt he w.was the governing power in that to fetter the discretion^of the House by 
r/ate, that then th^re ought to be conces- any such resolution.^ He would ask what 
/fniui on both sides. He again repeated, purpose it could serve ? Could their ford- 
tliat be wanted no securities: at the same ships doubt their own steadiness 80 *far as 
time he must candidly state, that there to require sAch a pledge? Could t^ey eon- 
could be no substantial emancipation with- oeivc that by such a pledge they woura'aon- 
out them. 6ut,4i^e conceived, this do- ciliate the minds of the parties who wer&thw 
mestic noirfination was the very* point petitioners? Tliese'persons were nofooh;^ • 
which it was necessary to consider. This some of them might be knaves, but tliey* 
offer of the bishops would be looked on by were no fools, and the^^.o'M think 
the House, when the subject came.under pledge mhrely a tub thrown out to amuM 
considcratioif, as a substantial benefit ob-t them. With cespect to the petitions, the 
taine'd on the^ occasion. Whaf was this first was that which was signed by the 
domestic iiotninatiog ^^ It was the most meeting lord Trimleston^, vThich waa 
effectual {node of remf^Nhg thryt bug-bear, highly creditable to those who signed it, 
foreign influence, ^otiiing stronger could and must b6 gratifying to the House. But 
be imSgined, without>idbstroying |he Ca- ’still these petitioners, however res|^ctable, 
tholic religion. The bishops stqted that filmed JJnly a very small par\ of the Ca- • 
they had no doubt of *obtaining th| con- tholicbqdy;-andwhen8oroeofthem,oot- 
sent of the spiritual head of their church to withstandipg all their claims and merits, 
the arrangement. The pope, they were ’attended ^ other Qatholic meetings, they 
sure, would bind himself to approve of were re'eejfved in a manner highly disgraci- 
whatever bisliops were elected by the Ro-* Tuland insulting. The second petitioncame 
man Catholic clergy of thevfnited king' from a more numerous body of the 
• dogi. Tiiis^was all that was or couht be iholics, and whs worded in such aeamrak 
wanted* It was quite sufficient security that it contained nothing-^(l^ction-’ 

for what he proposed. in addition able. But if we couM not find tl\e1r^J^' 

to this, it was intendlStf that a new oath cistf ideas iii their petit^ns, wb 
qhould be taken, at the time of*elpctron, fairly look for them in th|» condut^ ftitd 
binding the bishops not to nominate an^ ^spheciies; and tfipn ask ‘ourselves whether 
person of whose loyalty they were Sot «they were men of that moderatbar 'ind 
convinced This plan did away al^‘the* temper, that we^hould wi^ to btr^uce 
objectionfousidedon thefegrof forSgn in- them intobmJtfgislature. As toIhie 
fluenoe. WithresMct to the>veto,he had ob- tition^oruM? blslibps, he &lt aome delicacy*^ 
jected to it as ab^t impolitic measure. He, in fipeafcbg of it, Secajpse the Catholic 
had before staitA&'iS bpinion of the Roman dor^, ^nerjlly^ speaking, mere entitled 
Catholic clergy of Jraland.-yHow very teHiigh respect 1 but, judging from thflir 
useful he had round fhyp in assistitm him, petition, the bishops tieeined quite ab¬ 
as a magistrate, to enlace the la^ *He sorbed by|he wish to obtain additional* 
felt a very great r&pslt fdr all th^ishops, priyilegcs for their body. They denied ’a ‘ 
who were a fpous^nd enlighteaed set of veto to the Crown, but were willing to 


9 
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pose it on the deliberations of the legisla> 
ture: • . *» * 

The Eatii of Aberdeen conceived, tli^j 
when petWpns were coucliea in proper 
moderate \trms, it was imsuitable<»to yCcU 
lordships’ ognitynot to treat them^with 
the utmost rtspecf. The petition-s o\ the 
Catholics qoming within that VHg/.vipt^on, 
and relating to a question so hifj^lyiwfl- 
' portaot to the empire, ought ih» re¬ 
ceive Vrom tMfT lordships the roos5»atten- 
dve cbnsidaution. ^The noble j.«rl who 
had just satuowii, seemed to consider the 
motion as a proposed ]fledge onKhe paA 
of their .lordships to orfe aijotbei/^as U(f 
th^y could not trust to ihem.selves w 
it. It wassnot so. Whoever vuteu tfor 
the* consideration of the subject in we 
nex| session of parliamptit, was of course 
ready to'take the Subject into considera¬ 
tion at the present moment, were it not 
for the state of the set^sion. The p1edg6 
therefore was not tpionu another, but it was 
liO the petitioners. It would be si most va- 
Ijuab^ ebneession on the part of their lord- 
ships, and one which it would well become 
. them to give. He thought a very great 
.change had taken place in the Catholic 
mind, wiriclvl^ considered their lordships 
Wbre called to SlCend tq, He hhd heard 
the usual cry of tbd church being in dan¬ 
ger, but he was at a loss 'to perceive in 
what respects. Sure!/no mart'could en¬ 
tertain qpy rational idea of tbe'Uatliolics 
making proselytes. -.-The faot was, the 
danger existed in remaining aa fiiey now ^ 
were. To go bode to renew theiJ-. disabj- 
lities they had a}ready<(epcaled, what 
no man could dream of, for in truth it was 
impossible. No periot^ could asrive more 
favourable to the cause than th^ present,^ 
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most galling nature. In iJlutpatioD of 
this, he referred to the case of /t CatboUc 
clergyman tried last summer, in Scotland, 
for marrying two persons. *He was tried 
on an act of Charles 2nd, which punishes 
will) transportation fur life, and death in 
ertst* of return from transportation, q^y 
Catholic clergyman’convicted of qiarrying 
any parties. , The chargq.beiug not proved, 
he of course escaped. Much had been 
done'for our copmry by Catholic bravery, 
Vtud it was extremely unjust to withhold 
tiem them a share in the privileges of that 
lidjjp); const it utiq/n, for which much of 
bi^rod Viad been shed. He concluded 
oy suppbr^g the motion. , 

Earl,Bnihurst said, that jvith respect 
to this particular motion, evejjc if friendly 
to'lts object, he could not /wing himself 
to agree to it. It went to«t':iud . 

whatever circumstances, might occur, ta 
take U)> the question in the next sessioj^ 
and that, at tlie clese of this session, when 
so many of their lordships were absent. 
Why, he asked, had it not been brought 
forward at an earlier p^h^ind ? I'lie only 
reason lie could nssigrf for th!f del.iy was, 
that it was not thought advantageous to 
do so. Hut his noble friend had said, it 
was a pledge given, to the Cutliolics. 
.Now, did he mean to say that*it wds not a 
pledge by wliicii the Hui^se also w\)uld 
bind itself? Their lortjships should nut in 
this way their dt!|iberative 

faculties; for in wl,at sjtuation should we 
be placejJ, if we faly'diirselves bouad by 
the adoption of this pledge to go into the 
consideration of tins Catholic claims, even 
againit the wish of the majority of the 
House i Before a pledge was made to any 
body of men* we should clearly under- 


when we were at peace with the whole*Y|tand wbat they enneeived wa% meant by 
.,^orld, after a most sanguinary conflict. 

‘ ThboSlinds of fho Catholics was also in a 
proper for the consideration of thbir 
Mse. "The leading yod^ers of Europe bad* 
a S f hifte d p^moBs of all religious persua¬ 
sions, to a aljiire inHheir councils, and it j had been tnore frequently ponsidered than 
the oftlcea of gdvernmenT and he trust^l’bu^^ of'the ^tholic claims i It had been 
that this country; would show, that we |Hm«l>ubjBct of adjourned debates—a very 

% ... . s|_ a ?ll»t_^ __ f ^ 1 11__ 


airere ho longer tnarked with yiiberaiity. 
Tt hod been said that forel^ policy, wpukl 
Siti|0lfdo in thiggpountry. TS*a«4?«*dAnitted, 
bol he tiiouglit iuwa8*& cruel satire oh the 
tidiBi^tkbtion,^o say that liberalfty «f sinti- 
‘ll^t/'j^urely because it *wai adopted ^ 
fti^^lMers/was not congenial to the go^ 
vti^ilalerrt.^ With respect to' tlip Scotcli 
‘Catll^ll^yhe assured their lordshifus they 
w^^ llMtUrinlg under hardships of the 


ill. We slnyy^d take car^^ that the whole 
natuve and exXent of their claims shoqld 
be understood; otherwise they migl^t ha^ 
reason to oonipla|n that we had grossly 
deceivi»d them, upsides, what subject 
hadi ‘ - ' • 


liarepractice of that House. It had been 
copsidwred in a time of peace^and in time 
of war, it bad .been taken up os a party 
question, and niso as a m^er of tempe¬ 
rate discussion; some o£al^inost splendid 
speeches dver delivered in thatsHouse had 
been made upotl and therefore it t»ad 
beed 81^ amply considered already aa ^ 
require w l^r farther considea- 

tion. also cuiilds it give any antia- 



1 ^ 49 ] . ftoman Catholic Question,, 

Action ^ tbe Catly>lics, unless it was un¬ 
derstood sfty them ariiitenJod to produce 
som&*f3rther concession ? It would be |io 
flatisiaction ilb them to understand that it 
merely meant we should have some farther 
debates on a subject so oftou* discussed. 
Fs^-tiai concession, their lordsliips Ij^d 
bean lately told, would do no good, but 
rather harm. Tljp idea of it wps disclaimed 
by the petitioneis, and ilisclaimed b}' their 
supporters; so that, by jjcceding tt) the 
resolution, we should in eil’ect say, at 
period of the' session, that wc w'ore 
pared t«» give all. Tim noble car^ fcxt 
adverted to the petilioiiMtel'orl* the 
The first (jf them—that fr«)in lli,* incctTr^ 
at lord Trimlestoii’i!—naturally suggested 
the con'.idTtration of the veto. A nobleVj 
baron (iorinjCircnville) was, ho heiie’?^,.^' 
su^jcst titis measure in a letter 
Ahieh had'appeiycd in public; hut now 
utiderstood that the noble lord, as well 
J as otlier supporters of^, liatl altered their 
f bpitiions on this liead. With regaid to 
the Catholic clergy, he believed that they 
had proclaiinerHihemsflvcs entirely inde¬ 
pendent of the IS^itish Crown. In their 
• petition, indeed, they proposed the mea 
sure of domestic nomination, but they 
had not contradicted their assertion that 
they ^ere•independent of thes’Crowi^, 
WIrat, then,,could the Catholics under¬ 
stand by titis pledg^^t a time when there 
prevailed, so muelr^l j j ftu al irritation and 
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animosity among theft? We should con- 
sidei*also the situai.ijfw of the ^eat body* 
of the Protestants in Ireland, many of 
whom w'ere active magistrates,* and im¬ 
pressed with the idea tliat farther Conces¬ 
sions u'ould be fatal to their authority and 
ascendunev in Ireland. On all these 
grounds l\e felt it liis duty to oppose 
motion. M 

, Tlie Dul^e or Sussex saiJf^hadA4!^d j 
no ar^ment to dissuade iiim from v^ing 
in support of his noWe friend’s mt^pn. 
Petitions had been psTscuted in a cespect- 
^t'ul and c^(itutional mannA to their 


session, they were prevented from <tl>n^ 
dering; and the question they had now^ 
discuss wa#, what was the most'pfuJent 

. ? 'Pho rp. 


mode they could possiblj{ adopt ? The re¬ 
solution werA, no farther,than merely 
calling on Uieir lordships to declare they 
would consider the case of the^'titioners, 
next session. If th«'jji*rds!iips w^uld at 
once say that they would hear no Petitions, 
idtfet jn giving np promise 
I; if it war the. birtls- 


then their con 
wbuld be right 
(VOL. :^XiV.) 
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right df British subjects to pethioB, then 
cerlairjy thi^aconduct which he and hia 
riends tidoptotl, in calling on tneir lord- 
to pay sgme attention to lly petitions 
st^sion, was consistent. ^ had U^en 
tmit the discussion of/the subject 
ccasion much UQCj^noss to the 
of Ireland, jlteligious dis- 
^ been long l^wn to be the 
of much disse^ll|mn, and even of. 
in tliat country^^^ifiercr^ces of 
tenets had even sledded murder 
II punishment; a pt^icular proof 
lathly Jfappened, where the jury 
niq^t'ly^ veriliet of manslaughter, 
t it to their lordships, whether, in 
thL^nlighfened age, iliose oujposls vIRich 
llJc exigencii's of former ages had .pro- 
balily c.iilod for,^honld still be allowed to 
exis't, whether in fati^ they weiie not dis¬ 
posed to adopt such a proceeding as would 
’co.icilinte the alfectious of all parties ? It 
was their <Uft.y to l^islate witlu justice 
and iinpastiulity, anil if the parties re¬ 
fused to receive the boon which thei^ord- 
ships might ftdve them, with them, noTVitli 
tlie House lav the blame. By u decisive 
vote their loidihips had adopted an alietiT 
bill, whieh severe as it wuqld .be on all 
aliens, WomU particuluily be so on the 
foreign (Jatliolic* lie was the more 
anxious to Have this subject discussed 
vvlien he considered the unjust jdistinction 
it madf^m the rewards conferred by our 
country oa those Iterocs who Ifad fought 
her baftlgs. Was it possible to suppose 
thelrisii would not fe*l ihe^evCre morti* 
Ucatio# of seeing^ themselves excluded* 
from the enjoyment of their hard won ho¬ 
nours, merely on the ground of their re¬ 
ligious opinions The case of the Eng« 
lish Catholics had, on a former night, been 
stated with so much eloquence and ability, 
by^us^much esteemed friend (car l Qjf ey^ 
tliat he sliouliyucl he was wejjifimg the 
cause, did he attiAufy; to any 
that luminous speech, ^ut lie biigiau^U 
,the nubfe earl at thesliealufthe executive 


lordships, which, from the lateness of tjjj^^overnment, to rccollecW fliat theoobjec 

tions he Jiad'lbrmerly stated no longer 
existed. ,The country was now it^a state 


of prafound^j#ace, and fiie spiritual bead 
of’ thwiiAAtiaUc church wjj^uo ,l<isg^ 
undter |Jio control «f t^j^at mdividual v/m 
ha^ baen* removed from the continent. 
By agreeing to 4bis rjesitjutibn, their lor.4* 
Miips gave no pledge of granting any dbn- 
cessions^but merel/of taking tlie matter 
into gerihus consideration. This W9S o 
duty they wdt’S imperiomsly called die* 
(1. L) 



Momau Cvlhotic Quezon* ' [1^6^ 

and bow iar it was cppp^tibkl/witb tbt 
laws and constitution of tbe r^Um. Xo 
e^act any sweeping-ineastire, by wbicb all 
the restrictions would be retired, would, 
in bis judgnient, have just the contrary 
effect of producing conciliation. 

cEarl Stanhope said, that the speech^of 
thelcarncd loro was more calculate^ to«ex« 
cite exasperation than any he had ever 
heard. It was aii attacx upon tlie whole 
clerg5' of Ireliptd, and through their 
sides of the whole people of that country, 
i^^rusted, however, that it would have a 
courrry effect, a;)^ that neither Catholic 
Protest&nt wba:d be roused into anger 
‘^by it. A great deal had been said about 
the right of domestic nomination, and the 
tants^ and bis conduct was contrary to iStv. k'veto. , N ow, what was that Massed veto i 
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charge, in jofitioe ta themselves and their 
oppres^rellow subjects. ' 

Lord Re^qsde^e urged the impolicy 
so {te^u^ly bringing forward motions 
this )uod.\iit was a line of concj^actAie, 
foroaOKWO^ strenuously oppose, asiaro> 
duQU^ muc^^'fatibn in the min^s ol the 
Irish, withoutvioing them oneV^j^fJeibe- 
xieht. ,48 a pr^t of the little vamb^he 
clergy^^put on of the land wn^ the 

interest of thg^church were coiy^rned 
he stated a which occurred v,.ii]e he 
was on the l/ench in Ireland. A [catholic 
plergymon was asked hoi^ he'hadVJibpr^ 
sumption to marry two mmor^/the/emart 
beiim.oD^ 14 years of age, ana a w^^ dt' 
chaneery] ;ehen they were both Pri^s* 


Replied, « it may be your law, but it is 
not the law of mj^ church.’* As long, 
therefore, as the Catholic clergy adhered 
to the doptrine of foreign ecclesiastical ju- 
risdictioo, he tboughjl their lordships should 
bo pautipus bow they proceeded. The 
cas^f the Netherlands was by no means 
appH^ble, as the Roman Catholic reli- 
^gion’ was the established religion of that 
'country. In fact, the Irish Catholics 
Were particularly distinguished from all 
other Catholics that he had bj^^zrd or read 
oS. If the friends t>f emancipation were 
•o anxious to obtain their object, let them 
8C once being in a bill which would eluci¬ 
date their views; but by calling bn their 
lordships to pledge themselves lo take the 
wdiject into consideration next *8essioa, 
they oxcHeduImpefc which might -be frus- 
troiedy*and thus prepared the ^y for 
consequences which migb£; be serious to 
the state, i As long as^the Catholic en- 
t^^ned so high an opinion of his church,. „ 

and; of its beiog independent of the British Moor mother church i Obi ii. once the 


jgowD, he thought their lordships should 
tiot I^too forward in granting the pruiter 
of .tho ps^iao. As to ^amestic nonK- 
net^B,<what rtf^l coq|tr(A didtbat provide? | 
NbaeawjU woulU, an the contrary, rather 

: __ 1 __ r __ wf A.I.- 


VNdching more than to give dne Crown a 
direct or indirect shafic; anjh..'««tbar. 
more tha n a share, in, nomihating th^ 
prelates and bishops of Ireland. Bve^ 
why have a veto atisll, after the conces¬ 
sions made by the clergy in their petition ? 
Why sliould the Catholic clergy alone be 
saddled with a veto ? they the only 

persons’ whose religions opinibns affected 
the safety of the established church ? He 
bad stated on a former occasion, that in 
England and Wales, the Dissenters were 
98 five to three compared with*fhe church- 
mem ln4relaad, it was trup, the Catlio- 
lics were as ten to tme, and in Scotland 
they were aij. Prevl^t^ianB. If a^eto was 
necessary for the Catholics, why_ did not 
they tdsUfhave a baj^tjst veto, an ind£^>en- 
dent veto and a Presbyterian veto ? He 
wished they would, for then they would all 
be unifed at once, and there was nothing 
like a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull 
altogether. W’hat would then become of 


UAtholics Dissenter^f had but sense 
enbw<chicf^j0X4 together, wbqt a lickiqg 
theater* would give her I The nobW earl 
( Bathurst^ who then looking at him 
through lus eye-glm,. objected to the xno- 


increase the-pfim of tfae^iesta. If tion becadkc it referred Urq -«on8ideratioa , 
Catholic laity of Sralaadwer/t-leflt to tbenfr ibafthe Catholic claims to the next session; 


If^es, he was sure Bierd would be little 
d^ulty in coacSif.ting .idiem v-poa 'Bmt 
•fa mery other bqbject. #as his firr 

«l|Mnoo tbat., jl l tfe distvabasiftifNrbrch 
ab long ai&l<^d ‘Irdend, wqre In e 
gaeesure atilribotahle to'tlm infiu- 
i«f;*be, clergy, %e baly way ip 
thprejiw aiM dMiime of aroduciag 
ccoc^lafieb^ifCtdd be bjF bringiagforward 

the elbtch of 
> QompttheiM 


^Vc4d. be consent to strike out that pert 
Vf ^Im motion, and substitute the jrords, 
t!(^ tne^ be aotf conudered ?« He would 
move them as ai^ anmndmeot, if the noble 
earl would support it. , ^ 

The Lord VnaneeUor eoatended that the 
motion before their lordships wasin direct 
contra^'ion to\J!j|[ princyles of theoon* 
st&utu^f this coui^y,,for it wept to tbe 
con&rtj^ eqeisi rlkhtf and piis^aes 
Upon 9 ^ ohuMi of l^inh)|hitaDtf. He 
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thought fl^vrould beJiigblr dangerous and 
inexpedietlt in their lordships to give any 
pledge upon | subject of so much impo*- 
tance. With respect to the petition from 
the clergy of Ireland, if he bad known its 
contents before, he should have felt it his 
duty to submit to their lordships whetherdt 
was^ fit one to be received. He was at a loss 
to understand how it happened year after 
year, and season afler Reason, that the 
great .question of 6ath8Uc eiuancip'ation 
was never brought forward till near th ' 


close of the session 
avowed by those who' 




when it 
iported it, th 


was -too late to takelAny steps at th 
times. Aato giving any pledge-upon the 
subject, he did not think that it* would 
satisfy the V^atholie -mind; end 
deed, should! they give a pledge jft 
aJC could do cll that was 

Aecessary to be done without a pledge^? 

'^Upon those grounds, and without enter¬ 
ing at all into the general merits of the 
question, he should give his vote against 
the present motion. 

The Bishops'**^ Norwich said, that 
though sincerely attached to the constitu* 
tion of his country which he venerated, 
and to the church establishment w’hicb he 
was boynd xg support, he was so far from 
thin]|:ing that concessions to our*Roman« 
Catholic brethren would be dangerous to 
either, that he beliqysdthey would give 
additional* security to||pBli). sHe did not 
know what the opaoion of the learned lord 
inighF be as to the dJt^of a bishop; but he 
would tell their lordships, that, iy his own 
opinion, it was the du^, as it was t|ie cri¬ 
terion, of a Christian bishop to conciliate, 
not to divide—to allay, not to exasperate, 
religious differences. It had been asked 
as a triumphant objection 
down the bulwarks 'of ou' 
we removerfhe defensive 
gion ? swould we shake the pillars 
church? Impressed withtnose feelings 




•abort aosassjf^ this question. The aalyj^a' 

way {it secure permanently the existenorfwlat 
of %oy CiAablisnment, civil or ecclesia^i 
was to evince libCial and conciliatory 
duct to riiolfe who differed from uf, an' “ 
lay its foundation in the lave, afiectioi 
esteem of all within its influence. ^ 


was the true hulwhrk of our chui 
this it vffia secure agaiqst ^11 j 
wHheot this ^Oiy otiwMecurit; 
alaid fijillacious. To use the vro 
fdttdta author of;liis, *he 


<*jiaodaii$jco)i,'ciiligl,gjkmosu restf metui 
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rerdf et hi odio esse, invidiosTun, detesta- 
bile, imbecillum, caducuni.'* IShe most 
ilarged * principles of toleration, while 
tl^ tended intbeir operation ^econcyie 
all to bring (dl disse^ faith 

withli the pale of charity, ami to smooth 
the abrtiiy of religious d.'^^nces, never 
gjjra the tranquiili^of any state, 
the security o^jfiny church. A 
endanger n 


iShe subject de- 


yet) 
orti 

Chri^an spirit could^ 

CbristVi establishment. ^ 

served serious ctvisideriiuon of those 
among Ik m|jesty’s ministeria who obsti- 
*^|tely rilrsistcd id opposing the claims of 
ir t^ionsvof Ms majesty’s subjgCta, aUd 
ho^aving raised the dangerous of 

Popery,” when concessions to them 
we're proposed, might, unless they adopted 
a more concilmtcsry conduct be compiled 
to hear from the othek side of flie water 
the more dangerous cry of'•* no Union.” 
The House then'divided: ■■ 

Contents, 40; Proxies, 29-*-69.‘‘ Non* 
Contents, 37; Proxiesj 86—73. Majority 
against the motion, 4. * ' 


HOUSE OF LORDS. • 

Tuesday, June . - * 

PuBlfc^'WtVEVUES CoNSOI/IDAfl&N 
B1L1..3 On ^he orde? of the day for the 
second reading of this bill. 

The l^arl of Donuughmofe^jj/ajected to 
the conceahdeSft wlrteh haiMSe^jiractned 
with regard to tk;; financial stale of Ire¬ 
land, it not havfK^'been at all intimated 
tintil n^, that^e wafhcapableof bcar*^ 
ing he*proportmn-^f the burtiiens *of the 
empire; and now the question was brought 
on tour years soqper than by die act Of 
union it would have been. This c'ircum*' 
stance he could not but attribate to finaU* 
cial mismanagement. - mm 

The Earl of Liverpool said, tl 
sify of the bills was univereaUy'^lthow* 
ledged in consequeace' A^he 

that became lii&,aitual^on, lie would giv^a'Lsituation of Ireland, anwcoqsid^iWig'tlM 

-- 


avy expent 
alter for 


\hBt sueb^^UMki.* 
becotUcfliacessary aii u-stiQ 
hat had'bdbtt'SUg* 
sted^^thcHime of'llie Unloh^ '^it was 
evS^ffPtMfMC was * linponiW^i at 
period,<»t(vanti(npath fifieeh- years,of war 
at ^e Ate.qf eimeudittffe w|^tch had takeb 
'ace. it'Was fbq wisl^f government fb 
Iceland m lUgdh as possible; if thb 
luid btiou extmided to 
Iqod rtie^ii^nt niUlferare woifid notli^ 
tat the period auticrfllftd 


rei 
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at tbc Unton, but that he supposed, the 
aoblfr lord wpuld not have ilesired.* 

Earl Qroevenor objected to soihe of tlj| 
provkion^f the bill, particularly that, 
garding tlik appointment of adopirty wce- 
trea^rer vn|^ a talary of l/HX)/. p&f an- 
nurO, considfe«tt it inconsistent ty-th^^lhat 
economy whiCT/jfinght to prevj 


The Earl of 
this part of t!ic 


gamier/ also objf^’tejk'to 


—j'Ws; and took ibe ot'-por- 
tunity to his Iiopcs, rcganj^ig the 

claims, of tiiSffUomaB Catholics oINreland, 
that, tlic (jnriiiiou would be ,takc|- up as a 
measure sf govcrnnvjiit.f V / 

The bill was tiicn read«a saconn'v‘'me.B 

^ I 

. no if S E OF CO M M ON S. X 
Tuc^tfaify Jitjic 25 . 

Ro'maS' Catholics.] Sir J. C. Hip- 
jndey, in bringing up the report of the 
select committee appoffitod to inquire into 
♦he lawli and ordin»»ces of toreign states 
lyjgulating the intwcourse bettveen their 
Roa^.n Catholic subjects and the see of 
Ronje, took occasion to observe, that had 
i^jjch a report as lie had then the honour 
.to present, appeared at an earlier period, 
much of* the disorders by which Ireland 
wfc agitated, would haye bS^’Jrfevented. 
Such a mass of evidence ^as the report 
contained, would have rendered it impos- 
aibie for r^y ^elf-interesled pers^ons, who 
entertainfd bUl ftJr the lio- 

nour of their religion, Nt impose on so 
large adass of bis majd^l^s sul'Je£ts, He 
then proccedi::d to\ietail\the cour^ takcyi 
by the* select committ^, i"h wIncline had 
the honour to preside, in applying'the va¬ 
rious documents which had been submitted 
to their examinations. The committee had 
directed their examination chiefly to two 
froints, namely, the appointment of bishops 
of A^i^oman communion, and the exer¬ 
cise oftlftswPstMiM yj/crcifMii* or revium efe-^ 
qmturf uipon’\i«e intromission of all rc- 
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the exercise of a dircot or indirl'Ct autho¬ 
rity on the part of tho sovereign, both in 
the nomination of prelates the Roman 
communion, and upon the intromission of 
papal rescripts was uniformly in force. 
Tire evidence which had been adduced 
was not merely from writers of the higjrest 
authority, but also*from the oftkial •dis¬ 
patches of feis niajesiy'n ministers, accre¬ 
dited to foreigs* courts, who, in conse¬ 
quence of an ayjJiicifiion made by himself 
'Ijo the noble secretar}' of state (lord Cas- 
tli^jagh) four since, had been di- 

re«ed to pay t^.^niriulest attention to 
important subject, and it would be 
found trorii tlieir dispatches, that flioy had 
manifested the greatest i*,cal,‘industry and 
abilifj!, in collecting, the lujc^ssary irifor- 
iTfSiiion from the most accrd6itett sources. 
Sir .1. C. II. said, he coiildwjt biU-fltWlRhr 
tlint when he bad the by^nour to make thi^ 
motion which had been productive of tfcS'*' 
present mass ofSnformation, one bon. 
member only had expressed his opposition 
to that motion, on tlie ground that it was 
not becoming this cojjwt^ to ground its 
proceefiiiigs or its regulation'on tlip prin¬ 
ciples or practices of tiuise states. He re¬ 
gretted that this observation came from 
an hot) and learned geiitiemun^ whose 
^trofessibn might have informed hnn^that 
our'own Haws were, with alk their perfec¬ 
tion, but a tissue t)L the laws and ordi¬ 
nances of oilier contfxed'with our 

own; nor bad we scrujrfed at a very late 
period, W;> adopt a fanon of the council of 
Trent, sipce the Reformation, as tlie basis 
of ouj celebrated ^marriage act, thereby 
making tbedescent of property and honours 
dependent upon the wisdom of a Romish 
canon. The‘opinion of that gioat legal 

E iry, lord Bacon, was dett.rive upon 
abiect»^ho had declared tiiat our 
mixed as ourjanguage— 
iiaxons, and Normans, all had 
' lieir share in its frame. He then moved, 


scriptS^nd jmaJklatory missives from I^JThat ther^oribe iSld oa the table, 
see of''Rome,»or anJ>^l!|!WoreigQ Mr. pawningsaid, that been one. 

dictioft. Undei^a ^rd^h^d &ey 9||f the majority, which on a former *occa- 
ctassed such as cam'e^asrithm the l^oif prevented the purpose of the hon. 

scope df their insty^iiens. butwliic.Ii^^lN^ ilil|'t^Qct from being carried into execution, 
liot applicable to either th ga^h gajf;. was’desirous.of showing the difference 

‘^h'i^.h existed between that period and the 


ih' communion vwth the see o/ Romcy 
eeicitiiti^lyi th^Grcek diurch,-.j-and«hindly, 
#i 4 'Protesfant states, w^dlher of the Lyi- 
thefaw or CalviniStig, or morj usMHy 
tettiMd refonned communit^;i>l', m all 
JttatM {the exception b^i^faear^iy 
it would l^rthNl'toat 


present. Then the measure proposed 
woul4v*hav^ bad the eftiftrt of impeding the 
progreslk of p. bjjll before the House; and 
ratheihtoan dela^uja bill of such conse- 
ijaence^^ had no hesitation in declining 
the ihfoaliMtion Hvhich, the hon. batotH^ 
had it* in lis power to^ive^ But on the 
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present Qocasion, t^e hon. baronet could 
not have # warmer supporter than him¬ 
self ; nor had he the' least hesitation ip 
sa}'ii)g fartheF, that the information con¬ 
tained in the report was necessary to the 
having the question fully understood. 
Deeply as they were all interested in ibe 
tin^setUement of the question, that settle¬ 
ment could oulyJ)a valuable in so far as 
it was founded on the firntconviction, and 
cordial assent of al Lpnrt f^. The Catho¬ 
lics of Ireland had not only objected ta 
the modifications' ai|i^«aadition8 
the House might w”«HLtn annex to Khe 
boon sought for by t^^athWics; bu^itj 
bad been ^rgued by them, that the pfo-’’ 
posing such soiuiitions was a singular pro¬ 
ceeding in Miis country, and that £^ho-* 
lies were sub'fccted to no such condultms. 
itf nTT>»b!scr^t\Mtry on earth. This erro- 
meous heli^was l\pt too often accompanied 
•nhy another, that no two religions could 
exist together in peii<^ct tolerance and 
harmony. He was anxious that this 
question should be now finally settled, not 
cm tlic romantMti(v)tion, that with it every 
feeling of Imimosily would at tfie same 
time be settled ; but because he believed 
that the question was one, without the 
settlement of whioh no other evil could 
be ratficalljf cured ; it was not only an ev^ 
in Itself, but«it was made the [h*etext for 
many more, and it ^gravated them all. 
The documents apftjfflftd the report, 
would show that^ie Conditions which bad 
bccif proposed in 4lgs country, fell far* 
short of wliat every other country, whe¬ 
ther Catholic or Ih-fttestant, thought it 
necessary to adopt for its safety. *It had 
happened to him to be a few weeks ago in* 
a jwrt of Europe, stated in'many publica' 
tions \vhi*h he had read, to contain 
seeds of bittet^ porsecutil^ i/of th e RJB- 
testauts, qjj the part of thnRSfflQllM^He 
foundsno marks of the existence e||^an. 
such persecution; but he had found vidilt 
was*su little m this country, thili 

, only tolerated, but, 

in emy^pect on an equal footing wj'^ 
tlieir Catholic fellow subjects, aod%w 
seemed to have more than their prona);^«i7 
of honourPand employntpnt. Hfe all 
to the department of thq Gironde, jj^th 
• eontuined u* population o6 514,C|roj of 
whom the Protestants amounteAt^OjOOO, 
or one seventeenth of tlyj iHtolor Of the 
seven members of tlig,fitiamoer pf ^enuties 
returned by the departmentJf^e was a 
Protestant. O^the fivtf courp^ors of the 
prefeetjure, qoe ano was a Prltestant. Of 


24 members of the municipal administra¬ 
tions, five wefH Protestants. Iq another 
•jlpuncil at Bourdeaux, seven were Protes¬ 
t's. In a psocession which*tjfok place 
whil was at Bordeaux, tbe^rchbisnop 
of Iwrdeaux was first in orier, and he 
was InnSediately followed4jv^ Protestant 
c\eSy>^.-^ The banker taewhom he had 
betvi r^pmmended, bad jjKcivod a patent 
of hihiesse from the {^^ui^nt government; -% 
and (>Wour other patents ^i^stuwed in the 
departtfknt since the jicoes!sii^i of the go- • 
vernmctl in question, three here to Pro- 
lestaiTtsjnncf on(| to Catholics. All this 
<^iste^wit!g)ut»crcanng any convulsion, 

<Jr sheeting the Protestants to any inhu- 
mf^persecutions. It migh^indee^ be 
said, that these acts show^id the spirit of 
the government gather than that of the ‘ 
people; but howevcn, as many of the * 
elections were by corporations, they could 
tiot have happened*!!' any angry religious 
feelings had existed., He was more and 
more convinced of the necessity of eman¬ 
cipation ; and that with the L^)n4iUoDS 
which it might be thought advisable to 
annex to the booPf the final settlcme'ht o^ 
the question ought not tube delayed. To 
this final settlement the-report oi' thghon. 
barouet*MM|fi nut fail greatly to contri¬ 
bute. * • 

Sir //. Parnell wished to communicate 
to the Ho use s ome inforntatJ^ received 
by him tiWimie rntjnljjr fll^rn of Ire¬ 
land. Tliey had proposed of their own 
8ccord,*th^ instead of the present mode 
|>f nominatiifg^lshopst the)»sho\ild in fu¬ 
ture elected by .the dean and chapter.* 

This niode would assimilate the discipline 
of the CaUiolic church of Ireland to that 
of several other t3atholic states, and would 
bring it back to the purer ages of the Ca¬ 
tholic church. This plan of election 
the dean and chapter was the law feg^nao^ 
d^es of the Christian chmyk^tnd had 
been adopted tlje cludf^ ofeFrapee, 
d in our ‘own statute a provisoas. T^te 
atholic clen^tj|f malnn^ *thU proposal 
!hemselves.t^ raided from thdir reBO.< 
tio nif_Qfc Jjq8^n vrMqkthev declared the 
^(^lijcncy of ADjM^nge whatever. 
las^lSreagh af^feliended that the 
gfr.^hirtiher bishops sl^p^WMsn jdactol 
by^li<a dgan and diaptpr, or, as latteny, 
by thwsee of Rome, (ras one with which 
he parlitHifenl^could not meddle, witjuMt 
arting from the rule which they bad 
awdfc ft^ jjd for thcd^elves, of avoiding all 
interSP^^ with the Catholic r^^op. 

question between the dergftpf 
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Ireland «nd the see of Rome, and not 
tween the -Catholics of Irela^ and pwlia^ 
ment. Ho\rever much it might be wishe* 
thi(C the i^cotion of the bishops of 1^ '' 
should appi ixunate as much as pqssilue to 
oert own, l\i coaid not consider surdi a 
Boode of eleiuifim as a substitutevfoi, the 
security prepot^ to be taken%L,al‘ 
ceived tlie Hobre were greatly t 
to the bon. bar^^& for the pains hd had 
taken in colle^ng the information con 
tanned in tb^eport; and with rppect to 
which he had given the hon.baroiet every 
facility in his power.^ The body Vf ^nfojr- 
mation w|^ so extensive, ibal^the'^boufs 
of the committee were likely to aV 
tenoed with success. They would ^ry 
conviction inlet every mind, that the Bri* 
tish legislature never (^ute^lated the 
propoeing*-Bny reguhtions which were not 
thought necessary both in Protestant and 
Catholic states. This' information could' 
nptfail*to do goo^ in the case of those 
whose minds had been led away and dis* 
turi^ by false statements on this subject. 
Those who hereafter opposed the condi* 
liobs' must do it from*ah indisposition to 
f liberal connexion wkh the state. He 
was extremely happy to see that they were 
iikbly to have on thejr tdliik.''’h report 
founded on so marly documents of the 
greatest authority. 

Mr. could not help congratu¬ 

lating tbe,Cattiai««»<w>wiiat'^n^ad beard 
with so great satisfaction, the sentiments 
delivered by the right hon. .,gehtleman 
/Mr, Padning), who hadJlately acceded 
to ministry. He 'could not help in- 
feriiog from the manner in which, 'as well 
as the occasion when jbese sentiments 
were delivered, that they might look for¬ 
ward with better hopes and expectations 
than they had ever yet bad of a speedy 
SetUemg^ of the great questirm of Ca¬ 
tholic:'emuaripatiou. When he coupldd 
those stotimeota whjcif the right non. 
gentleman had jubt d^ivefed with the ci 
cumstance of* tt^veceh^s^a^^T^ion to tbi 
adminiAration, h6 fdjraoqxh^d that tbi 
right hon, gentieigsdiWoula nWhairn ex- 
pr^Wnd his incrcasmKcyme of the'irtitn 
tanc 0 of a final *sSltletQea& ef 
^rnnii^pBliiii lna Imil previouilyi 
liUtMict iinderstoMlmg on the subjec t with 
of t^e administratioD : and he 
,cqn!ri^ 0 B the mprd strongly whe^ 
10 ^J^iddito remeBdhqnee the very mal^y 
irbich the right hefttsy^Mh- 
<u4%ilK|l<^f!d linie i^o that|iit' Sid de- 
diocdi lieoodii^ M ^ rome 
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tion. He hoped, thetiefore, thal the right 
hon. gentleman had not delivettd Iris sen- 
tenants on this occasion merely as a mem. 
ber of parliament; that in\henext ses¬ 
sion the question would not come before 
tbe House as usual, merely in consequence 
ofi- petitions from the Catholics, but (hat* 
it would be officially brought in by those 
who held the most praminent place in tbe 
councils of tbof country, and that they 
would no longeif' -lwiR'e to witness that 
Rifling, which, year after year, bad been 
(flayed, of msa^V^ing the highest situa,' 
tiots of the go-vejip-v'jent, bolding out this 
mcasuib of tb^^moK vital importance 
—declaring that no measure with regard 
to Ireland was likely to be attended with 
f any j^od effect, if k was not carried—that 
•Ir^knd could sot otherwi^be tranquil- 
lized—and yet leaving a nmasujW'Oft'ludh 
vital importance to the country, to bet 
brought forward, not by themselves, b«r ' 
by those who coiBd not have the same 
weight with themselves, and whose efforts 
could not, therefore, be expected to be 
attended with the sariM^uccess. The 
right hon. gentleman had thought proper 
to allude to another topic, which had little 
or no connexion with the present subject 
—for what reason it 'was not so ^asy to 
tee»~tbe situation of tbe Protcstantji of 
the South'd' France. 'Who bad ever said, 
that the Protestantowere persecuted at 
present in tl>e part*^France, wvneh the 
right hoD.geDtleman'ha^mentionc-<i^ But 
'dM he take upon h^neetf to undo alt the 
evidence ,which bad been given ut' tbe 
existeiyce of the nfost severe persecution 
of the Protestants in another quarter of 
France? No one ever said, that there 
bad been any persecution in tiie depart- 
'l^nt of the (iironde, but in tke depart- 
n^t of ^eV^d. Neither had it been 
6aia^^-?^hll'^>ersecotton tvas^arrled on 
ly i?fe French government, but by the 
bwer orders of Catholics against their 
Protestant fellow subject^ Yet though 
the government had not thoiiila8jy^.iPgrried • 
^ the persecution, it was stated,''and 
stated, that it had not dond its duty 
imti^ng those measures which would 
' put a stop to it. ^ 

lA&er a few words from sir J. C. Hij|)- 
pisle^- the r^ort was brought tip^ arid 
ordermMo |ie printed. ■* , 

Vs , ' 

MsTito^dST Mimuomaxim,} Mr.jRMt*’ 
tetvoohK^^, that as some severe refill 
tions had Dm lejMrtod #have been taide' 
on a v«7 inMtrviag ato' b^y eh 
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tisos 


hon. menil>er (Mr.,Barfaaiii) he wished 
to make a %w remaiks respectiBg them. 

The Speaker obserTed, that it wasr trre)r 
gular, even v^ien a question was before 
the House to refer to a former debate; 
bat as there was now no question^ it was 
still more irregular. » 

Mr. Barham regretted that the rules of 
the House did noVpermk him.to give the 
explanation which the j^on. member 
seemed to call for. vo*'*-* , 

Mr. Buttermorik then gave notice of a/' 
motion to-mcwrow, fofBMtencts of the d'v^ 
patches received by tl||^jjpvernment frtlm 
the colonies, respectiimt ihe {iroceedin^a 
of the mis^onaries during the two last 
years. • 

East Imdm Accounts.^ Lord ^<5r- 
petk msd^otmi'inquiries as to the causra 
of delay itf^he ratification of the treaty 
Vijh the Nepaulese ; and moved, ** That 
there be laid before th»House an account 
of the foreign and territorial debt of In¬ 
dia, bearing interest, and that not bear¬ 
ing interest, sftfs^j'ing the rate of in¬ 
terest.” 

Mr. Canning replied, that no accounts 
had been received by government, which 
would enable him to form any conjecture 
as to tb*^ prdhable cause of delayilig the, 
ratiiit;ation of^tiie treaty. Tbe^coih^s 
of the debts would be made up as soon as 
possible. •• • 

Mr. Hoteorth a^ed^Tr. Canning whe¬ 
ther Re had any obje<|ion to hit^ moving 
for the production oi’ such papera as re¬ 
lated to the mandamus issued by the court 
of King’s-bench, and served upon tue di¬ 
rectors of the^East India company, at the 
instance of the board of dontrol; and 


mth regard to Ibo time being gone by, he 
must bog leate to assure the ‘right hon. 
{Sresident’of Uie board of control, that in 
co^deration nf the state that biard Ijm) 
bee(!\pii.Ved in for some montljis (without 
a preYidept), not only discus^on on this 
lut on other matt "’of great im- 
tw^he affairs of had been 
A*" 

Morpeth’s mot’S.Vwas agreed to.’ ' 

\ 

RETtfhw OF PeBSOKS CoKFIKED l¥f ’ 

King’s-jIench Prison, &c.] Mi. Ben” 

3 remii(dcd*the Houfe that in the'last 
sioirm committee of the House had sat 
ej^-lmine into the state of the primna, 
whfen committee had recomne^ded that 
a commission should be appointed to’in*' 
quire into the stat^ of the King’s-bencli, ‘ \ 
Marshalsca, and Fleet prisons, ^d that it> 
should be recommended to the judges tO' 
ihvestigate and rembve tlie abuses exist¬ 
ing therein. At tlie beginning*of the 
session, wliBn he had made inquiries as to* 
this commission, it was said that is»4md' 
been appointed, but that it had not ^en 
proceeded with its* investigation. Since* 
that, though the session was so near ito, 
termination, be had heard no* more of it. 
As to tbnmg’s -beech, it was said that 
much had been done td remedy the abases; 
Now, though something had been donc^ 
yet nothi pg effectua l b^ b ^p A lone. ' It 
would harur]i''I!SS''lllUlieBid<*lidfm^mar8b^ 
had derived 800^. a year from a per-eent- 
'age on ttie-beer drank in the prison, fa 
(^anc^of act of parlicAnentf an^ %509k^ 
a-year from Uie irules: that was tb say, 
this sum of money was taken from the 
{■pockets of debtor^, to the injury of their 


. _ _ _, _ creditors, for the henefit of the marshal, 

stated thatjhis object in moving for sucU ^He could not imagine that these abusM'' 
papers would bcathe inform% ai(&n.of mety could continue, unless the marshol was'^ 
bers during^he recess, not supported by some person of higl^aotiie** 

sidered^he subject to be one nate^ly«,rity. The paper which he ju^doveu for ‘ 
affecting the efficiency of our governfl respecting the Pet^ltb haf^ of 
ment&in India, bp l , as he had reason to\(^, would'show that a|>UBe*ef the' 
believ e that thtj^subject would thought of so]|fl^ Mnfiimment, htid 

foewai’d i^ly in the next session. ^^ded any 9*^ ^t <^ld beeti 


early 

Mr. Canning replied, that he was %otJ 
disposed to accede to Such a motion^tiiab 
it would only tend to revive aniirfositi 
th^ the subject, was nov; gone ' 
that, tlierefbr^ notwithstanding tli 
nace of the hon. member to brii^on a 
discussion on this matter^on^sotag^future 

daiFf .he shopld^pppsq,iU I 

.JlS^>Hcmeirt& curved, thathi^tsiiot 
menaced manywb^i that irdkli/lvestwitfa 
hw, btijt o^rMobrtngthial uestioD on; 


imaeiBiWiw^or tne cinya Pt vagraiiey a 
bq^n nnn^t to tlni^enlbie 
fat 13 moBtlis, one fop 7- 
ival fat 4 

tbi^.^^hed wonaif, whose case he had ‘ 
Hefere Aenti^ned, faa had nq doobt that 
hm insanity haft ^irod^ed by tiift 
Eoulj^ confinement,^ she was now dw- 
dar&j g^jj jiot insane. Among thecasdi: 
m^ioM^g tiie return was, that of %UNi- 
wli^WK^iSl^ kapa in aoUtafy cMifineiadMI 
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three raontha for destroying a pheasant’s 
4 gg*! Hhat was to say, tbo miserable be¬ 
ing who fejrunder the sentence,* was k^t 
hour^ut of the 24* wkhin four 
walls, wit\mt any kind of emp^oyjpent, 
either enti]%ly open to the air,, or/quite 
excluded f^^Jigbt, and the Arinle for 
which this pnmshment was iWjP^||lwas 
the breaking pheasant’s eg& 

' thought it was Ure^Juty of the persM with 
whom the power resided, to strikj^ut of 
' the commission the magistrates^ho had 
concurred in this sentence. Irhe hon. 
gentleman then mo;{kred for an a 4 : 6 lint /if 
the nungber of persons scoehnei 
King’s -bench prison on the 24th 
1816, aittk of the greatest number^on 
fia 6 d in that* prison, between the 24th^ 
of June, 1815, and the^ 4 ih of June 1816. 

Mr. said, the commission 

which had been appointed bad not yet 
made its report, but cfensiderable progresls 
had been made fin the investigation. 
•When the report of the committee had 
beniKlaih on the table last session, no mo- 
tioq bad been made on the subject, but 
f the secretary of state for the home de- 
. partment had thought it his duty to re¬ 
commend the appointment of a committee, 
and he had also laid a .copJiP^^he com¬ 
mittee’s report bcfol*e the chief justice of 
the King’s-bench, who,- it was presumed, 
would tahi^tlle steps which were pecessary 
with respccTt&'ihiKprJsfiir^ore immedi¬ 
ately under his jurisdiction. * 

Mr. BurrclL hoped he should l3e allow- * 
• ed to say a fhw words to do awa^the iin- 
pressidn which the hon. mover- Imu made 
on the House. As to the first'case of 
Isaac Francis, who hadjaeen confined for^ 
IS months as a vagrant, his confinement 
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as two rooms were tojse boiH fdr the com¬ 
mon use of the prisoners. ^ 
s Sir C. Zfurre//defended the magistrates 
of the district, whom he coifid state to be 
attentive and humane. The female alluded 
to'had, when brought before the magls- 
tmtes, in the first instance, committed |uch 
acts of violence that he had cgnsidered 
her insane.. The incqnveniencc arising 
from the want ((^windows in the cells had 
been* removed, JJy-itttroducing a pane of 

§ s into the shutters, so that even when 
? were clos^dJ^i ^re' was’ light enough 
ead by. 

^ ir I'. likirdeti i^/id, that the manner in 
wliicli this poor woman had be^n confined, 
and the period of that confinement, was 
enupgli to make hei- insane, ^le entered 
into a statement of the par^ular circum¬ 
stances attending her scduetion^uhich ho 
thought extremely dii^ressiifg, and de¬ 
serving of serious attention. The puiui^i'^ 
ment of solitary Confinement had, he be¬ 
lieved, been much abused, not so much 
by a stretch of power, as by a mistaken 
idea of wdiat was intenikatlUo be produced 
by it. * The punishment hadTjeen recom¬ 
mended by Mr. Howard, In order that the 
individual secluded from all intercourse 
with society, might have time to reflect 
,on his conduct, and to form^rojifr prin- 
ciptCs ofVeformation. It <)pi-tainly, iiow- 
ever, was never meant by Mr. Howard to 
extend tbis^unHInj^it to so eisonnous a 
length as two year^ and to kfcep tlie indi¬ 
vidual bpried alive^rsithout admitlii^ liiin: 
to the 0 [jen air. Tlie case was of vast im¬ 
portance,, and parncularly called fur tUo 
attention of the House. 

Mr. Huskis&utt said, thalf considerable 
alterations wfire making in tlie prison, by 


a vagrant;, 

ww an act of charity. Wlien he was'^rder of the magistrates. Ifc did not, 
^'iteken op, he was unable to give an account nl^ever, wV^the punislunont of solitary 
,h(L was; all he could utteir was the cohfe'he abolished. It gave the 
word‘‘weojMrt.” Inquiry was made*at |iD^idual lime to review ms (tpnduct, 
Newpflrt in ta^^l6le4of*Wight, but no such*' 

^•perB'oif oras JinoVn there. At last a 
man happened ro cotM'i><^lic neighboi 
hood ^oiQ NeJ'pMa^^’’^pnmouthshij 
from whom it ^•~^»5)lNd(^^r80tf 

'helong8d^6 ihst4^„ -Ij 




dulo, on the contrary, unlimited, inter • 
course with prisoners ae^ ally vitiated the 
morals^ add led to haweped incorrigiblg 
penitence. The character of Mft Ser- 
qhairman of that county, for huma¬ 
nity ^nd attention to the interests of jus- 
'* e, was too vt;ell known t» require any 
gium from jiim. 
te motian was agreed fo. 




estroVin'*"'® ®»n 



^ v \pKA^ |doNUMENTs>} Gcucral 
drew attention of the House 
A^pfipty of building free churches, 
»o *^^^KWillars) to cel^rate qur.ylt^&s, 

the,Ftb^.I4e- 



• Methodic Missionaries. 

S ent, to request his foyal highness to give 
irections, %bat free churches be erected 
as National ^V’uuments, in honour of thft 
ever> memorable victories of Trafalgar and 
Waterloo. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ac¬ 
knowledged that there was a want bf 
cbuft:he#in the metropolis, and stated that 
it was intended to*ptopaBe some measure 
next session to remedy the*evil. Hq said 
that the idea of appro{)tiating a great number 
of churches to conuneiporate our triumphs, 
did not appear to hin|fth;n€*that could* be 
entertained. If adopW^be tljought that 
the expense would exceed the sum vot^cR 
He concluded by moving the previous 
question. ^ * 

Mr. IV. Smith hoped the monuments, 
whatever they^might be, would be made 
to answer ^enpae purposes of utility, besides 
those of national trophies. 

*The previous questioq was agreed to. 


June 26, ISltf. 
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Wednesday, June 26. • 

Saving Banks.] Lord Sidmouth, 
afler the Saving Banks bill had been read 
a firstytime^ stated, that objections had 
beev made to it from a quarter dIserving 
of every respEct and attention; and’that 
it was net, therefore^ the intention to pro¬ 
pose thift it should^ j^ss ihis session. 
He moved, however, vhat it be printed.' 
Ordered. 




Stage Coach Drivers Bili^ The 
Earl of Lauderdale objected to the com- I 
mittal of this bill. Besides that no per-*' 
son would agree as to what was or i/fK 
not over driving, the bill w^ objectiona]|0r 
in other partioBlars. T]rNp«i.^bo dj;' 
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* ‘Wednesday, June 26.^ 

•Me’T4iodist • Missionaries.]’ TJjef 
SpeaT^erYiaviug called upon Butter- 
worth, I ^ 

Lcf'd tpasflereagh said, that after tho 
unamrerey which on a former night had 
prevailed, at the close of,•the debate, res¬ 
pecting the colonies, he hoped the hon.' 
member would see the inexpediency' of 
giving ri^e to a new> discussion, which 

S loathe former vote a character 
not belling Vo it< No practical 
I asisc I'rom a discussiop of the 
eifarSeter of the missionaries at the pre^pnt 
I period of the session. The '^SRStimii of 
*the best manner in whioli th« gospel 
might be commugicated to the negroes, 
might be reserved to « more fSvourable 
opportunity; for that the extension of 
mat knowledge to*the slaves had done 
good upon the whole, no one had 
ventured tb deny. Some mishief which 
must take place in carrying lnt» *ef- 
fect any great system, might have arisen, 
but cases of individual abuse could form, 
no reasonable objection to the system, it¬ 
self. So far as the Wedeyan Methodists 
were con'Sl^ilEd (Uie body with wliom the 
hon. memberyvas 'mdtre particularly con¬ 
nected), no blame had ever been attached 
to them^. That body and'the? Moravian 
missionariesT had'^been spoken pf by all 
with great Yespect. • He hoped, therefore,' 

1 that the*hon. member would notjiersist in 
pressi^ the subject at^reseht. ^ 

^r'Butterviorth said, that after the de¬ 
claration of the noble lord, as to the ac¬ 
knowledged goo^ which had been ^de¬ 
rived from the missions, and the particular 
good conduct of the 'Wesleyan Methodists, 
he should not obtrude any observations on.. 
the House. He had been reque^d by sL 


coach drivers were oldiged to drive again^ 
timtf: and be had4o'his hand a^nmH-coacm 
way-bill, whidi stated that the driver wh 
was behind bis time in one |tago was to It 
punished, unless he^made it up iif the 


. , drfve 

against tigse were to b&VpUnlMli^^^^’wlth i I.UC nuuac. me uau ueen ujr m 

three fiaonths imprisonm^t. The\gaibj committee ofva missinnar^so'oefy, to 

__-u __i.i:___• Ll __j-r_ * _ -C .•U-OzZ. _ 


enter into a defcn'heipf thpfreondflet, and 
he had been fully prepared to entwr intfi'tt 
;^ui{ vindicatitegaClMat bftdjjr.' He should, 
however, wi^£avi/M\i8 dlotion, which was 


now..vcindef^ unhec^l 


next. Now, under this bill, fhcs% maM- Bar^ap suid, ^ noble <4ord had 
coach drii^rs’SsMlfd bei liable lo t|;tr^|i'^ry |rUly stated,'that had neVer attri- 
montbs impysonment. • In some of Um ' ‘ 

clauses, too, the languages was perfect 
nonsense. He* moved, thaf the word 
** now" be left out, and the werds “ this 
day three months”, te inser(|ed.^ The 
question that thg word “ now*J Etand p4rt 
of the question was negativ^t. • The tijU 
therefore waa LotK. 

(VOL. XXXkV.) 


vaw t r'l 

r^t.* 


bimjff fS thu*tBommQaicatifir., 
to tn^nggroes any thing but good. It 
was alko tyue, that be never iqa^ 
gny charges the* particular hoify 
of reiigyius personp *to whom the non. 
■ ilanged^ Indeed, he was nt^ 
Imake a charge upon tba^pa^ 
not being suffieiently ac^ia^- 




Motion respiting Berbiee, « {iSGS 

ctples «iflking ici tfiic oonn^y, imd 
an infueioii sectarian eeai preceding 
flom the success that attemi^d those prin¬ 
ciples, or from an internal morement in 
the class of missionaries themselves, their 
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ed \ritH the minute diistinctions of sects, to 
dtstfngUKh .one from another. ' All he 
kn^' Wtnif thht pehrons generally called 
MiethodfjtS,1ied produced much nm’chief. 

The ‘Chanciuiit of the Exchefner/s&idf 

' dould '^dace a testimony to'the con- spirit ipas‘entirely changed. He did not 
dtict df the missionaries, not,in ^Tanjaica, bieme the Wesleyan Methodists. The 

hideed,4ut in the Leeward Islanbb. . The ' -^ 

governor of tho^ islands had sentoi ^ter 
to‘Aie government of this country, in 
which he stated, that the Weslejraa and 
Moravian missionaries had been ^tremely 
instrumental in promoting .sobfie^ 8^ 
good order among the Slaves; and that m 
the supplies of the Moravians had be&n 
cutoff t)y the’ war in Germany, he th(fpg)H 
their eS^AVial services to the colonies,^en- 
titlhd them te 'rhe assistance of govern¬ 
ment. He had accordingly consulted with 
Dr. Latfobe, an Auinent member of the 
Moravian society, in this country, who, 
oh die’ pari of the missionaries, Guinea 
nh^pedaniaiyassistBnce. He stated, that 
though their means were redubed by the 
dhaaMnsfanc^ of' Germany, they bad 
enag^ to subsist on, and were accustomed 
•Id refy dn the’ industry of their flocks, and 
ihe of'Providence: all they requir¬ 

ed,' theteford, was protection. 

*Th*e motion was withdrawisf*’""’ 

« 

Motiq}? nEsmtcTihG Berbice.], Mr. A. 

J5row»e nlovfeS for a letter of Mr<,Gordon, 

5 over(io4of the Colony of' Berbiee, dated 
am'1819, and addiCssed toldrd Liver¬ 
pool, Bis was tfot printed among the other 
odoettnients that hat! been producedf|glativa 
to the Itate of that ediohy. He also mov¬ 
ed fof b copy of the instructions communi¬ 
cated by I'he eotnmissiobers for managing 
thS^rdwh estates of that eplony to meir 
igf^i bfr. MQcalllaster, and alluded to in 

^ €Ne leitdr bf goVerhOT Gordon; as likewise 

... 


anai^'mt’of the sums expended by the 
doihmittrbnoM on these emotes,- and the 

_.fvv*... L my ■ .• i . 


The ! The violence of the'West Indian i^issiona- 
ries might be attributedsto the heated zeal 
of other fanatics; but whatever was its 
source, the complaidtS gainst the conduct 
that it inspired were general in tlie colo¬ 
nies The greane vidiscontent was every 
where felt. 

' Mr. Gonlburn wiihed the hon. member 
would leave out of his motion the letter of 
governor Gordon, as it coultf qot be found 
in the-colonial officoi 
Mr, Buttermrth said, it was not likely 
that any relaxation would take place in the 
exertions of the Wesleyan missionaries. 
They had formerly beenunderthedirectiun 
of the late Dr. Cobk;whodiedonliisvoyage 
to Ceylon. They were now under the di¬ 
rection of a committee, by whom the bu¬ 
siness would probably be stilk more zea¬ 
lously conducted. As to the insurrection 
in Barbadoes the Wesleyan methodists 
could have had no eflect upon it, as no 
missionaries of that deberiptiqp had been 
in Barbadoes for 17 months, except pne, 
who* had touched there on his voyage to 
another island. „ ' „ 

Mr. JV, anxious that all t!>e 

I papers wbidi could liluscmter the conduct 
^of the cammissionars'should be produced. 
The opposition of Mvemor Gordon to the 
commissioners had Been absurd, and it was 
1 to this opposition the slow progress of that 
'conimission w,as to be attributed. The 
commission had been composed of the 
Chancellor of Ijte exchequer, MV. J. Gor- 
diHi| Mr,, J^ilberforcC and Mr. Btephcn. 
The mehRiyev then read letter to 


•bLMf* 


e shoir that the iBystem pursaed ffy the 
vebcipti of fhW ’pi'edUcb hip> the trea- iommissioners towards the slaves had been 
««ry." Aittvqrtinl;'to the conversation that iMnefidal.^ In a tfo»e-cf great scaidty, 
Jiad judt be’ck}^'^’^ helpdeclar-'^ot one.Crown negro had been taken «p, • 

^g, In^mtice to''theYera8ioi^ie8, tha^ abJ^thongK poti^p day elapsed without *tne 
w as be knew an^liioi^ of tn8bTtt|fb«h belapprbbension’of soiiie slave from othev es- 
^id^ln th^^jpaiesy fle petth? /bf stedhng the i^Crewn plattte- 

lives, thfe 

Ims of their pu^q; tibebrs. Wbdfl he so 
alli^ded 46 ^inr.recbht dVoi- 

y^iq^ bhttofh^ bbnauck lohte^l^ 
i^"^’Mbtsmliplamt« amiiist %h^ j^be 
dmbibi 0k pktbht loddir^ jfnt^- 
aal; ^m«i^mfHng to aftb^Hlf^wh^ 


M’tfrrpat woUld be glqd of somein- 
foriAatioib as' it was Vatner unfortunate 
for the copmimimt, that tiie number ef 
jdaeves bad etmsidersbly decreiwed dui^g 
tbeiirjt^4gSfosn4^tke deaths being rttorc 
Hbn doable the uSuaf i^ber;. beildbe. 

‘fhbir pecubl^i^ «s^Cermi'faad‘totally faded, 
fMotoueb; i|itt insteidlif paying tiitmey 
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lim 


iotp the treasaiy, they were obliged to re 


eeive euppiiet £roio He believed their I refuted/ but which (he irregular ^ode in 

motives good,but their managem^t bald '-'-’ ’ ’• 

been iojudidous. 

Mr. Wilberfbrce wished to state the 
origin of the commission, the'objects it 
had in view, the manner in which it on- 
dcal^ouied to execute those objects, and 
the success that ihsd attended its efforts. 

Zt was suggested to the benevolent ^inind 
of the late Mr. Percevah and appointed 
by him. The slaves on the estates placed 
under its manageme^hireTe decreasing so 


in ^tajb which were capable ’of being 


l^h^ thdy were brought furv^^ard would 
deprhiatlwse'Connected with the West 
Indi^s^all opportunity of coiitradicting. 
Mr. Winerforce was proceeding,, when 
the coi'gers.ation was terminated by lord 
Ca8t]e''eagh’s moving that the House be 
counted; and there not being forty meai> 
bers present, an immediate adjournmeot 
took place. 


rapidly, that it was deflated in 14 or Iff 
years they would be totally exterminated. 
There appeared no other mode of pre¬ 
serving thefn than by appointing such 
commissioners. When they began their*{ 
labours, they sought for persons capable,- 
by their experience or their local know¬ 
ledge, of securing»every advantage. They 
ifeund people acquainted with the West 
Indian management, anil sent them out to 
take charge of the property, with instruc¬ 
tions how to act. But, previous to this 
proceedingj liiey received a let^pr from 
the governor, describing the dilapidation 
of the estates, the difficulties of procuring 
provisions, the destruction,of machinery, 
the ri^uctjpR of die number of. the ne- 
grqps, &c. in such colours as shofild deter 
them from risking the credit of\heir prin¬ 
cipals on the sucqfss of an experiment 
undertakensuch un'j^roraifing circum¬ 
stances, and opposCdP by such formidable 
obstacles. They wcr| tbereforf about to* 
decline the undertaking, and ^ere onjy 
induced to proceed hy an under^anding 
that a temporary failure would not be de¬ 
cisive against the wisdom of .their plans,* 
and a desire to save the Saves that re¬ 
mained. "They foupd a person as ma¬ 
nager in whornatbey wer^i^ht to con¬ 
fide, but jphona they afteward8''RM%pi(f’ not 
so worthy of confidence as they ka^tiob-1 

n tn r*hnrhfi^ 


amendment, that the sutb of 2,000f. I^e 
left out, and 1,5^ be substituted. 

The £orl of Liverpool said, that fight 
offices tenable by members of the Housif 
of Commons were abolisbed by thii bi^ 
and that only three offices >80 tenable ,wfrfi 
Icfemed. ThC*patronage, of^e;&r&iste^ 
was, therefore, y^y^consifil^bly ceduced 
j. ^ by this , bin. He ndmi^d,.,th^ it.’,,ib^ 

> months. Mr* Macallostet, tne assistank, >^been .the inteotjppt of mip%ea 
was well spoken of . by tile governor' .hkmn oalary; of tiU' viae-tredtiiver ^naiild ,be 

Aosir a.. k.-, o.^..I.A...... firenrkt %%rJi Ak-. i. J 


paledo They direct^ , him to obooso^an 
assistant, who unhappily died , ia .a..few 


self, who, aesoou as he died, tookp^dh^es- 
sioR of hiemapers.feeing among thm 
the body firniiyfRtions alluded to,, and 
i^neeiving from them that the commis- 
-eioR would mttwfere with diis interest, or 
Ruthority, he did every thing jn his power 
.(0 oppose them. Th^ h^ gentleman 
was proceeding .to49tml tho trentactions 
ddbo commission,.when general Mitchell 
to order* lie. tbOjiight the boo' geor, 
tl'sRiftD'fhoitld Rfftibe allowed to^^e«d> 
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•i IHjblic Revenues CoNsoailUtripN 
The House having r^gwlved Atolf 
into a committee on this bill, •. 

Earl Grosvenor^ observed, that he had 
very decided objecticuis to some of the 
elauses. Ministers had set out with profes- 
lions of economy, while all thejr. measures 
evinced a quite contrary spirit. Amongst 
their other plans of extravagant'expendi¬ 
ture, it was the original inteotii^.gfmi¬ 
nisters that a salary of 3,SOOl. sboukTbe 
given to a vice-treasurer, who was to have 
3 deputy with 1,000^. a year. Instead ojf 
putting an end to. the. olu, the .ministers 
created fiVwainecqres. The other Hoifte, 
however, very properly reduced the salary 
of the vice-treasurer, but had rather in- 
coosisteptly agreed that the public , should 
pay a sum of 1,030/. for the d^pty. It 
would have been easy to have .founds 
respeciSble person who would have w;eU 
disch^ed the duties, tif .,the, c^e for a 
few hundreds a, year. I^.mqved as ad* 


0,^/ - W'^n'tbe up^n .,wub |k:^and 
Uifas affixed, there wag an f xpr^ s^ipu- 


ofj- thaki^rtaih, s|i 

1*6' " “ ■* 


f,ipa&.to gn 

„ a jrf official 
uiRon avil^ lr^ii4 ti0|ii, 
pd^ulltm i" 

hadib 
cial, iQl 


be rf ■; 
•proc 
.,j,,», hen .the 
there .wqs 
^,,jen this 
execqtioi1,|^ 
Qq,tbeprinci»^^ 



ISI^l HOUSB OF JDORDS, 

(ibC^oiEae o€ vioe-treasut^r with a saiin;^ of 
Sr500^> itUf, ooofessed his*apprehension 
had'heoD, Riat the argutneot w&uld 
bofn tli« other way: however, th^lilary 
hddi beet)'rgjkiced by the other Hcyfsey,and 
benbad no intention of proposing to alter 
vbat they Tiad done. He differed from 
tjl» <nobleearl with respect to tae prin¬ 
ciple upon which the amount of^salary 
ought to be calculated. Certainly, per¬ 
sons . might be found to discharge the 
duties of secretarics^of state and jRrst lord 
of, the treasury at a few hunjlred pounds 
salary: but he contended that it was ju^ 
and prof^r that these officus should be 
made a lair object of ambition to pei%ons 
of liberabu^ucation, and a certain ranb id 
the slate. • « 

Tbe> amendment was«negatived. The 
u(d)le eai<. then piS)po«cd, as an amend¬ 
ment, that the salary of the deputy should 
l^,paid by the prinei|jbl, and not by th^ 

public, wmch was ah>o negatived. 

« 

IjfDiA Si.aves. 3 The order of 
the day being read, 

,. Tibrid ^Holland said; that the motion 
jvbicb. be had now to submit to their lord¬ 
ships was, (<» an address on the subject 
oflate Shtyeinsurrection in4!<lrbadoes, 
nearly in the same vtords as that proposed 
and unanimously, adopted in*the House of 
Commons) He said nearly, because the 
motkm witich he was about to'submit con¬ 
tained pome additionid words relative to 
the impfovemort of the conditiod of the 
blgdc poiluladpn. *^Tbe motion cftrae re# 
Voramfpded 'by the.’concurrence %f the 
o|ber.‘'House of Parliament, and also by 
the concurrence of tbose^wbo,Iike himselj^ 
wer# particularly, interested in the West 
lodiau islanUa. motion would etn- 

bitaoe two distiuctitbut be hoped not in- 
compaqble obiects. One object was to 
prot^ pm aad fortunes of the whi\e 
population tQriim W|st Indies by remov¬ 
ing emsoeoiuS'iinpressidns which bad been 
made ctUitbe/ii^uds of^ tha.negroesL The 
ether, object wia,*t9 premoteUe luppinesr. 
apdimpravcme*^^ tbe-iuacKipopulstu]iiH>'. 
ajiid; to give fuir.efRcacj tC oa« of*<the* 
^pptest and wisdAmeaswteatltatev^ l^ 
b^jidupted by any 4«^slaaure^e^kh*^t 
tbf,abulitiou of thi ilayeAmde. » ddl^ust 
<c«^<h}bl%tbiapaod it, was certatniy«*loolied 
ai had been SaofI nnxiomi; 

twrgy-j^^^ewe df^aboUiioo tutu^eet 
^hh^^jhav^atune periud tlm MadUibn 
ef'idaveiyj^#il^,«ease in aur^wstia^ 

"'"I Jbafc 
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abolition was but the preiode to so desi- 
,mble a consummation. But those very 
persons who were most anxiously devoted 
-to the effectuating that great and wise 
measure, the abolition, were well aware 
that it was one of the evils of the state of 
slavery, that it so degraded the human 
mind, that it was not possible these cduld 
be 8 sudden .and r^pid> passage from that 
condition, to the injoyment of ail the 
rights* and privileges of the British consti¬ 
tution ; and, fur the honour, of the mea- 
sure.of abolitiowitr'.ib^ be trusted that all 
would be done in ' and proper man¬ 
ner. Many'who hdd opposed that mea¬ 
sure had since altered their opioions; and 
they bad had the happiness bf hearing a , 
*noble lord who had opposed it state, that 
be had since been convinced that be was 
wrong, and repented of that (tpposition. 
But even those who still (might think that 
measure wrong, must be convinced that rt 
was utterly imporaible that tliis country 
could ever revive that horrible traffic; and 
all must, he conceived, be now satisfied, 
that ev^ry attention ought *to be paid to 
the improvement of the condition of the 
black population, as far as that condition 
was capable of improvement. Jt was not 
his inteution to detain their lordshi{^ by a 
long de^il of the events at Barbado^->. 
they*were*already sufficient^’ notorious; 
but he wished to say a^few words as to the 
cause of thg in^dVrection. Th«'procla¬ 
mation of sir Javai's Leith was distin- 
I'guished fpr talent}' mnd humanity *^and 
did bonopr to the head and heart of 
.thaLgtdlant general!^ There it was dis¬ 
tinctly stated, that the insurrection took 
^lace in consepuence of the delusion which 
bad prevailed among tho negroes on tlie 
subject of their complete eioaucipation. 
He had, b^i^, private communications 
from tbar^veral islands to the i^j/ne effect. 
Genetal Leith s^d, that the insuraection 
had arisen cbiefiy from the delusive notion 
'that the British legisiatut'ebaddeternnned 
td set tlip staves free, and that he. himself • 
ad. r been leommanded to announce that 
d^fmiuation.* He had reason to believe 
that ^ L Letth haJV not co^ytented him- 
s^f With' bis procjamymaa-'iS'jIt Siad.person- 
a% communicated to many of the negroes 
I tbsi^ this.'was altogether a defusion. It ap- 
! peered certsin. then, that. this delusion 
j had {wevailWjan^g the blach {lopulatian 
{'of .Bai%a(k>es aiia»o(j[iee 'West Indian 
i^lida? Aa;<to tiic caus«| of that dehistoR 
there wer« varimis^iaions. Some ascribed 
Jf td tb« itovwregistryibiM {!Ot|tera ascribed. 



ms] 


Wed'In^a ^ves. 


wise. He lameDted that that measure had 
been attempted to be carried in the British 
legislature, before it had bden tried 
whether the colonial legislatures might 
not* adept sbch regulations as might 
be necessary te * prevent • the illicit 
importation of slaves. Me must how* 
ever say, that he’could .not pretend to 
justify all that had been said against it. 
He did not mean to ^iticoe with sev^ity 
the zeal and fervour ^the advocates fur 
the measure ; but, on the coiitrary, must 
say for them, that it ought to be recollect¬ 
ed that ail thdviolence which had appeared I 
in the discussionn did not rest, with* 
them. But, on the other hand, it 
ought to be remembered, that all that vio¬ 
lence did not restawith those who opposed 
the measure, and that they had some ground 
for irritation. Theyv and especially the 
colonial legislatures, might say, the m^- 
sure is altogether founded on reflections 
upon usand therefore it was hardly to 
be expecteiT that they should be peculi¬ 
arly mild in their opposition. He recol¬ 
lected a story which he had heard, he be¬ 
lieved, in Sjjain, of n shepherd having been 
called before a magistrate for ha^ug kiU 
led nis neighbour’s dog with a slTort spear 
which is sometimes parried by the shep. 
herds iaJii^j^country. ‘‘^o ym question 
from the magistrate lAiy he bad killed the 
dog,*the man answene<|, that th^dog had' 
attacked him, and that he did it ip self-de¬ 
fence. Why, then, &id the maustrate, 
did you not defend yourself with uie butt 
end of your spear. Because, replied the* 
shepheid, the dog ran at'me with his 
mouth, and not with bis t^il. But as there 
had probably bfen isome blamable aspe¬ 
rity on bjyh sides, it was prd|>cr ttmt 


derable ext^j^ l^e were reallj^ con¬ 
vinced thaf ilfllij^mportation hkd been 
carried on to any great extent, ihe woiild 
have been tb# first to have vecommendfd' 
the strongest medkurea for it^ sjuppreraton, 
and for effectually putting 4pwn that exe¬ 
crable and accursed ti^ffic. . He was 
friendly to the njeasulre of registry ftsetf, 
but not to a .rewstry i^er a law by'#ie 
IparJUiaetit ii BrtUttny tiU»it l^ad' 
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beei^foand impossible to prevail upon the 


it, not to the mearore itself, but to the 
mode in which the subject had been difJ^loniah legislatures to pw such a'law. 
cuwed by megns of the press and othew- rfii^^inibn then was not diiiergnt in prin- 

' ciid^Mm thatmf those with whom he bad 
usuay^ ’ “ . 1 -:--.-. -. ■*. 


cted on this subject^ the only 
diifefencl was as to the moqe and time. 
He did not pay (God forbid he ^louldy 
that the British parliament bad no right to 
pass siiph a law: but he did say that par¬ 
liament ought to exercise its right with 
prudence and discretion. The subject was 
chiefly local, and haddnfinitely better be 
l|ft to the loqal legislatures, and the Bri¬ 
tish parliament osight to interfere only 
when all hope o&having the objegt accom- 
plislfed by the colonial legislatures BiusC 
5e abandoned. As to the del^iSh wnich 
had prevailed among the black population, 
some had ascribe it to the missionaries. 
As far, however, as his information went, 
the delusion had not beeft occasioned by ^ 
the diffusion of religious knowledge'among 
the black p^ulation» and indeed how 
could the dimision of religious knowledge 
have any such effect ? On the contrary^he 
was of opinion that the diffusion of rdU- 
ginus knowledge among them would be. 
one great means of their improvement. Ik 
was im^rtant, however, that- religioh 
should b^ntvoduced among them in file 
shape in which it wAs professed by the 
master; for, otherwise, such was the state 
of the ^egro mind, that thby would con¬ 
ceive that they got—he did not^ mean to 
speak with improper levity—an inferior ar¬ 
ticle in* the way of religion, unless that 
grhich as taught him ^as the same witiik 
that ^ich was professed by the master. 
This was the plan upon which the Mora¬ 
vian missionariesxcted, he believed; and 
it had been attended with the best reahlts. 
In presenting, then, an address on the 
subject of the lateTihsufVection, he thought 
itwouldbeproper that the subject oftbe 


both should assume a xfore conciliating ^ neral improvement of the sine populatioit 
disposition; and he recommended harno-' ought not to be *nc£l^ctet!f, and*thBt<it 
ny end good4iumour to both parties.— would be proper that the Pmee *ifte|4Hlt 
I As to the slavc-r^istry bilj, itVas found-^ should be requested* to alilue 

ed on the supposition that tbe illicit ic^r-. attention, by |e}igiouB*i^rttcti8n and 
tationof slaves was carried *on to a consi- otherwise,-to thefnmroveipent of the black 
If/e were really cow-1 populatioa. H| bad been repreiented as 

having,’hr tbeeoarseoftl?# few wordk which- 
he iCm uttered *i)it this subjeet^xi^a fortner 
occaS(lm,aaid thSP tlf63[^i^ltaure of Ja- 
maicalfad alrea^d9nelfll|b|t it could do, 
qui^ll th8t*co(nd,be expke^. 
tiumy ha^ never sEi^ Any euch thing: and* 
be'was {(prry it should havie gone forth to* 
the wotid that euiflt Was his (pinion.Tii^ 
leguihitara*«£^Jraiaiida hoQ not doht^ ’aH 
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coaid doi mraU that might be ,ex- j kneir nothmgn The fmeefUmeever, might 
pecied fwmjtt though no •blamfattacbt^l^questiooabfy&eilitateeaohiotportatiems; 
.. i—r-— —* I dhd, tiicrefare, the measuoe ofregisttj, 


to thtifi ^ghtatOPO for not haring'as<^» 
dorte it<^«|fe must not oAit to ni^'tion, 
that tba^gctmtuis On which he a/d others 
l^d.supported and pani^yrized tie aboli* 
tkm h^.heen compJeteiy verihea. They 
had tssefted, that the eflfect would be to 
operate a considerable improveoienl in the 
condition of the black population by the 
means of individual interests; and if thev 
tootled at the general treatment of tl/e 
idaves, they womd find that i| bad, ip poi^t 
offset, been very tsuch improved. This 
evidently appeared from the reports made 
on.^e ^ket, and especially that greater 
attentidHTIms paid to women in a statb of) 
pr^nahey. immediately after tbe aboli-' 
tioQ tbe black population had considerably 
decreat^ i but^ since that time, the de> 
crease h^d become less considerable, arid 
there 'ifas every reason to hope that it 
woti|d im s^oon on the increase. In Toba- 
gp^ particularly, great attention had been 
paid of tbe slaves, and 

thoita.weie in that island 200 slave diildren 
•un^ thCiS^.of ten y^ars. Such were tbe 
•MOjl e|B^ts which they had anticipated 
tbg cdklition, and he tnjsted that 
thfpe efieotsiwould continuCto oe produc- 
^ in;a. adU more'considetable degree. 
With ti^pect to improvement in the moral 
state of we slave popidation, Jie confessed 
that pa Uml head he felt very considerable 


duappoiatment. The/could not»/lerhaps, ] was the maraer enif grounds of tbe^ pro- 


altq^pther to laws merely for .operat- 
(iog; this .desirable cWoge: but, evm in the 
vfSfy.ol li^islatioD, be was fur from linking 
that pR'hid been done that might be done. 
More^ he conceived, might have been ef> 
fectedt especinlly in point of rel'^ious in¬ 
struction, which was the only way to teach 
jtbe negroes a pr^er'rdgard to an oath, 
and I proper respect for tbe institutioi^of 
marriaee. % did not poifbeive that there, 
was any great relimtance’ op the part of 
tlm eelMwJcg^tiy^es to eneburs^e the 


diSusi^ pfiTSj i gfous knowkdge among thd^giyep to the bill which forever put an-itmd^ 
negroes|8ti«E^heo< the dpinion m ““ **’‘* 

^tisb pacHsment oufIShe subject should! 
to knotrn, he lyusted thht tltar subje<» 
meet, with thm atf^ibn^fhleh ite 
ifi^pNMimce deseevedt: aSi he mm^^alio 
tthe|,,the choOcBrer Enghed %id not 
* 'tumtioii to it whlgh pdblio 

t|y^^^^tation«*be did not h^ive, 

«»f jj^lgnipi^tation had ta]ieft«eleM» to ’ 
ol-^. Westilndten | 
rffioidedv •* 40' vtdidi to 


efibeted* by the colonial legislatures 
themselves, was in itself proper. It was 
singular that tbe arguments on tbissubjeet 
hkd now changed sides. .Those who opposed 
tbe abolition, bad formerly contended Hhat 
illicit importation would be quite easy. 
This, had beeW denied by those who sup¬ 
ported the abolitionbut at all events, 
from tbe greater facility afforded for such 
a practice by^ tbe*|)eace, he conceived 
that a registry woum be convenient, if not 
Accessary. ’JTbere had been, in his opinion, 
more prejudice against a registry than the 
nature of the thing at all jusfi%d, tliough 
that prejudice had probably been raised or 
cherished by tbe mode in which the matter 
had been conducted in this epuntry: but 
at all events, whatever objection might 
be felt to it in |be. colonies, it would be 
well for them to consider that it would 
be impossible foi; them to resist; and if 
the thing was not dune by them, it would 
be donp for them: but he hoped it would 
be done by them, without which it would 
lose half its value. The colonial legisla¬ 
tures might do it much more expediti¬ 
ously, and safely, and Also mqph mpre ef- 
dec.tuali^i^and therefore the matter opght 
to be leff to them. There*was no good 
reason to think thai; the measure was 
really disagreeable to tlie gnt^dsts. It 


ceeding cvhich hadr produced so strong a 
repugnance to it: but they might still 
think |he thing itself proper, and he trust¬ 
ed the measure would.be carried intoexc* 
cation by tliem, lie confessed that there 
was no oircunastapee in-bis political life 
upon which be,looked back with so much 
satisfaction as upon the ssupport he .had 
always'^en lo the f^eeaii am^ wJse mea¬ 
sure of the ab^tion.' The only mmri in 
winch be sat as one.of the royal cummis- 
sioners was when th» royal assenC was 


to the slave tr,ade, as far-ae concerned (bis 
emimt^ )3ut;just|^ was due to all; and 
ifoiltor inea^es ,thp#* might. to 
neeesati^ for -• renitokt^ < foe ■ act, ef 
abditioA effectual, and for improving 
tto cendkimf of the negroes in tbe West 
li^es, cci}i4 never be eihetned wtoout 
tto cqnevtociich of-nll; and ttoreforc.^o-, 
otoi(,ation aft# coamUtdioa ought, toto .tlm 
oMect of i^’^Kties wto vri^ed to.,giy# 
fdR f^Mr.ll^tto‘grea«;4imd wto 
tto'htohittm-. AUi foerefoiie, ought <p 
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f«el tliat it was pro{Mt to abstoin fronytb||^ 
sort oTlangHf^e wfiileh. could only irrita 
and provoke t^ithout being productive i 
any good effect; and if they did that, they 
would probably discover, that on this sub¬ 
ject there was very little difference of opi¬ 
nion between them. ^ He concluded By 
mo^ng,* 

« That an humble address be presented 
to his royal highness the iPrince Regent 
praying that he may be graciously pleased 
to cause communications to be made to 
the governors of the several islands in*the 
West Indies, of his royal highpess's plea¬ 
sure that they do take immediate measures 
to prociainMliroughoutthe colonies which 
. they respectively govern, bis royal high¬ 
ness’s highest diispleasure at the daring 
insurrection which has lately taken place 
in the island of Barbadoes; to declare 
in the most publicfmanner his royal high- 
nAs’s concern and surprise at the opi¬ 
nion which appears tfb falsely and mis¬ 
chievously to have prevailed in some of 
the British colonies, that either his royal 
highness, or. the British parliament had 
sent out orders for the emancipation of 
the negroes; and humbly to request his 
royal highness; that while his royal high¬ 
ness diieCts yie mo*6t effectual n^pasures 
to he adopted for discoUntenanipng tbese*| 
unfounded andP dangerous impressions, bis 
royal highness will be graciously pleased 
to recomuTbsad ih the strongestamanner to 
the Iqpal authorities k^the respective co-j, 
lonies, to carry inW §6!ect every smeasure r 
which may tend to projpote the mord add 
reKgious improveiUent, aa well < 1 ^ the 
comfort and happiness of the negroes, and 
to make every necessary projnsion against 
any vioiatjmi of the rfroUtion^cto, under 
the ^ciiitiA which may beefforded by the 
restoration of peace.*^ 

Earl Badunt higWy c^plimented the 
noble blron for his veVy mndid and d)le 
speech. I'he del«sid» had bwn genefbi 
amongst the black popalation o^hc West 
indies, and thefe wsb hardly (]^e*of.the'< 
itlands from wbich advice cf fl(s 'pri»a> 
lence Had not'been rei^ved: It was pro- 
iMbiytobe ^ptj^edj/artly to tbb^vwlhf 
supported,itnopHUly tcnbose who op- 
pOf^, the registry. The insurrection, 
liaweswr; had b^quelled; 8nd liehbpej|l 
that the local lagiilatores would now be 
convinced that’ therb was no disposHim 
in tho'British *parliahient*Qnnecena!i^' W 
iatcftfrre wlA'tha*,’' Additional rf^“^ 
tioas’anighty Mo 4oubr, be advantflgL 
adoiflgdbri tills and thiy’wdi 


come naort properly from the local linthb- 
' ies. m%Ti^ naturally be dxj^cted 
British planter wonld be a better 
mastel%han tne planters of some other 
countri^: but they had the luortificatidn' 
to know.yhat the laws of the colonies of 
some other -nations were superior, with 
respect to the slaves, to the codes of the 
British* colonies. He agreed, however, 
that the improvements ought to proceed 
from the local authorities: without which 
tliey would lose half their value. This 
vius ti^ real state of the question: there 
was no dispositioif in the British legisla¬ 
ture to interfbre tvith the local authorities. 
Rut after going from court to comi, abli- 
Lcitiiig all the powers of Europc^T^oiii ua 
^in the abolition, it was utterly impossible . 
that the slave trade could ever, ^witfa ai^ < 
degree of honour or juftiq^ be revived by 
tRis country; and such being'thusstate 
the case, this country must take care thft 
as far as it was itself concerned, tKe abo¬ 
lition be carried into complete effect. He 
did not believe, however, that therff 
any disposition in the colonies to viohi^ 
tbp law by the continuation of the traffic; * 
The Duke of Stissex observed, that afrw*' 
what haiy^een already said, *a very 
words from hifti would.be sufficient. He 
had only to sUy, that bis opinion in favour 
of the abolition, and in 'faydur/'of sotli 
measuresias might be necessary 'to tarry 
it into complete effect, remained unaltered 
He fully.agreed, hod'ever, in the fnioeip^ 
that the measure of registry .ought to be 
loft to tpe local autboritieS, and thj^t tlM^* 
British parliament ought not to interfrre 
till all hope from the local anthorifiei 
were abandoned. • 

The address was 
agreed to. 


then 


unanimously 




• HOUSR OF LORDS. 

FridaylJ%ne 2Sk. 

WitsT India^ R|;ue|fliV8b 

ThevAlrchbishopjoMllbdi^lltiti^ 
sffiicited the iodi dgenoe onne 
a freemoments, wmIB’be adverted iWibiM 
(iart of thi^statainient of tbc b^lSf bUron 
(HoUanif on*nie aublect of th^'#E^on ' 
of R1||aiou8 blade 

populatipnbf the Wetf lhdia ilitads. Tldi 
whdle subject been ti«iMi%ytiien0« 
bl« barotT'with his*id]nv4^^ityi<^!hbdtil« 
had.ascrdied to tbedniti^df 
structian*ti«t knMMUtf wbibh it didaM 
edt4>iit«iliWii(mi tnnnsor ^d »sid,'^tlldl 
tire dl8btiott^ofteb|^^laitrabUoeffijn^' 
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Gas UgU m. 




the black popalation had been neglected I ^ impoirtahlt pafticu!» of communicating 


by the clfUrch of England, oV at Jeast tha 
the church bf England had^not done 
thiOg in furtherance of that obje^^hich 
the public b^ a rigiu to expect i^roia it. 
Af lar, hoifever, as his inforrasvion ex¬ 
tended, the charge was not correct. The 
matter had been generally understood as 
&lling within the jurisdiction of the'bishop 
of London. It had at one time been sub- 
, jected to the jurisdiction of a particular 
bithop of London; but that authority had 
ceased with the life of that part'CuW 
bishop; and since "thal time the West 
Indies hdd not belonged fb tlfb jurisdiction 
of ai*y ga^ular see. The object of conir 
muoicatif^ religious instruction to the 
' black populatfon of the West Indies had 
i not, howfver, been negibeted. The only 
fund they had lending out missionaries 
' 'to the.A^^st Indies i^^s that which wd^ 
Iot by the will of Mr. Boyle; and they 
bad kept a missionary at Barb^does, ano¬ 
ther at aAtittgua, and a third at Nevis. 
Tbli Bvbadoes missionary was dead, and 
they had only two out at present. The 
"atipehd allowed for each was 3(X)/. But 
‘ft’Oip the manner in which the missionaries 
had been received, or some otltfo:' causes, 
th^ had found a ngery* conllderable diffi¬ 
culty in procuring fit persons for that 
duty. Tpe fijnd at present amounted to 
3,000^. a-y'ear. The church hadwiot neg- 
l(Mted this part of its duty, and would cer¬ 
tainly give it all proper attentionn^ 

Lord Holland declaimed all' iyatention 
cashing any imputation of neglert upon 
the clergy of the church of England as a 
b'o^, or any particular member of that, 
bo^. He himself haddenown some emi- 
n^t men bishops of London, who had 
pwd neat 'attention 40 the religious in- 
.atruipnon of the blick ^pulation of the 


igious instriictioo tO the liegAes in the 
West Indies in the form best calculated 
to render it highly beneficial. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. , 

Mondayt Jttly 1 . r *■ 

Gas Light Bitt.j • On the order of 
the day for the third readfng of this bill, 
The Earl of Lauderdale contended, that 
the bill was a gross private job, which he 
could not believe their lordships would 
sanction. ^His Inr’dship entered into a 
statement regarding the accounts of the 
company, and quoted passages from the 
j, evidenefe before the commifiee, for the 
purpose of showing that the financial de¬ 
tails were wholly unsatisfactory, and the 
information altogether either equally so^ 
or tending to prove that the company 
aimed at a monopoly, which would ulfi> 
mntely prove injurious to the public, and 
ruin that most important branch of trade, 
our whale fisheries. Being enabled, by 
means of this bill, to ruin th^ whale fishe¬ 
ries, and destroy all competition with re¬ 
gard to the supply of gas, this company 
might then impose upon the public what 
charge; they pleased :* and tlif orff^nal ob¬ 
ject for ,which they were incorporated, 
that of affording a chea{ihr and better 
light, would be ^together sot aside. He 
did not expect that the Hou<’w*fr«uld suf¬ 
fer the bill to be rettd » third time j. but 
if it sbmtld be, hlb should then move a 
clause restricting this company, in their 
chargfs for lightin| the public lamps, to a 
schedule of prices to be annexed to the 
bill. 

The 'EturY of Limerich defended the bill, 
contending that the furnisliing^ the beau- 
•tiful and excellent h'gbw which was pro¬ 
duced from ggs, was a beneficial public 

» 


Wi^ Indies, especially bishop Port^is. 

Thh wpy in v^icn he h^^troduced thaUr object. 

waa this—-be had been pointing j *Tbe Earl of Harrcml>y observed, that 
^ the tih[iortafce <£ having religious in- 
cffflimtinicated to the negroes in 
the idtape or in which the christii^ 
velietoD was prefessdtTSy the maaterr ani 
fliat*&ccounthe thou Afc tl>a^|e church 
England n&sionari^ cduld^i most 
“ Stfd* Hh ,^13 opinigiir that 

'ler tl^ legiiiaturea nor (he^ church 
'lope alhiiit poii\^ ofi view w^ich 
Wo been, Skne — cerbunly not 
any^articuhii' imputation 
^ 4 He waa glad*:that the 
which wotiia enahle 
foO'i great detff n good in 


althodgh |he bill did not in terms ^ive ft 
monopoly, yet the effhet oWt, by giving the 
mqai» of railing an additional capit^ of 
200,000/. would 1 m in all prcffiabiUty to 
*hQaUe, ^em to d^roy cpi^etition, and 
aecure to themselvesNiimnonopoly. He 
did not make this objection with a view 
l^'the whaJd* fisheries, admitting that they 
ought not, to stand in the way of improy^ 
menti in acieaoe, but with a view to thja 
geaiitiful and excellent light itself, whim 
waft now furatahed in different quartan 
•tlie town W private compa^ea, and this 
corphtatlcm arouid by 0ii pl^ pdflaia 
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)9Si3 Speakers Spe&:h to the Prince Uegent. 

Leicester road, where a coach was shat. 
|ereJ to»piece^tand four persons ^ilHecl. 
“^he Afftorney 'Jfeneral could ijot promise 


means of extinguishijpg .those private com. 
panics, and, securing to themselves a in'* 

^e Earl oi*Long/9rd defended the bill, 
upon the grounds of the public advantages 
that would be derived from the exertions 
of this compnny. > 

Tfie yousc'divided>t Contents, 16; 
Kot'Contents, 15lyiajority L Another 
division took place, on the clause proposed 
by lord Lauderdale >—Consents, 10; Not- 
contents, 16. The bill was then passed. 


HOUSE OF COMM0NS. 

'Monday, July 1. 

• • 

* Police dr the Metropolis.] _ Mr. 
Dennet brought up the report of the coin* 
mittee on the Police of the Metropolis. 
He observsd that tjie labours of the com- 
in4tee had produced much useful infurma* 
tion, and he trusted thgt tn the next ses¬ 
sion the subject would be treated by the 
House with the attention which it merited. 
One of the branches of the police which 
was deserving of particular attention, was 
the manner in which the licences were 
granted to public-houses, for though the 
magistrates in general were men remark¬ 
able for'^pri^itness, yet in the district of 
Whithcliapel i^ appeared that there was 
an improper connexion between some of 
the maeis ffi^ s and tife bi*ewers. As to 
the increased crimes ii the metropolis, it 
certaialy appeared tj^nt the numbers of 
commitments In 1313 tcTthe different pri¬ 
sons was 9,000, and ii* 1815 they were 
10,500. It was worthy of remarl^ tliat 
800 persons were committed to Clerken- 
well prison in one year, chiedy^br assaults. 
In the prisi^s, it was to be regrettfed that 
there was no cias|ification oT the ditterent 
offend-.'.'i. From the evidence, on the 
whole, u^pjf^aredthat thcr^was an amelio¬ 
ration in the general state of manners and 


any for himself next session without 
assistance and support, as this, his first at¬ 
tempt at legislation, had provep so unsuc¬ 
cessful ; 4)ut something must be done in 
this matter, for the security and the satis¬ 
faction jaf the public. 


TiA 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, July 2. 
SpE^tKEij’s Speech to 


THE 


Prixce Rcc^ni; oii presenting the 
Appropriation Rill.] At tVo o'clock 
his joyal highness the Prince 
*tered the House of Lords v^itli his usual 
■ State, the sword of state borne by the duke 
of Wellington, and attended by *lie raar- 
q'ds of Cholmondeley, ofv 

Winchester, lord Gwydir, &c. &cT^ Tl^jr 
Prince Regent being seated on the throtyf, 
the gentleman usher of the black rt^JWas 
sent to require tiie attendance t^e 
Commons. Shortly afterwards the Speaker, 
and a great number’of members, came* to , 
the bar. * , 

The Speaker addressed the Prince Re¬ 
gent as folhjwa:— ^ * 

“ May it please yetur royal highness, 

“ At the Close of a laborious s^sion, 
we, his majesty’s most faithfnl Commons, 
attend up*on your royal highness, with our 
concluding Bill of Supply. 

• “ Duilng the course of our delibera¬ 
tions, wwhave, in obedience to ydur royal 
highnetH’s commands^ examined the va- * 
rious treaties and conventions which have 
•been laid before us. We have there seen 
the tranquillity ol* Europe re-established 
upon a basis of legitimate government, 
by the same pr^^^'etg counsels which 
planned the bold, provident, and compret- • 
IietfSive measure, .^commenced in the ne- 
.^ociations at Chatfinqnt, matured-4n 
congress at Vienna, and completed by 


General Thornton was happy to hfar 
the hon. gentjmnan be# testimony to thf. 
CE.celleut conSreiit^.ofijfe'magistrateB: tfiany 
of whom, he assureothe House, had showi 
the greatest benevolence,* iiV giving th 
poor good advice. • 

Mr. Uuttcrviorih gave his testimony 
th(|r,exertions of the comtqiftce. lie hSped' 
also, that the bill for regulating stdge' 
coach 4“viog woufd be renewed njext set] 
lion.. Great abiuas had occarted qn tF 
(V0L.X3^V.) 


xnoral% of the lower orders of late years, 

^ough there wpre now 20,000 persons m I peace of Pari%.^W^hav€^ai|p seen A'e 
the extremest state of wanK** * • l wise and generous policMfr the %l%d 


powers, who, mb inwall projects of 
dismdbbering the great and an^nt hao- 
narchy ii|h^ra«*ce, have *been Contented 
to ado^ such psecautronatpmeasures '%s 
might Weqtually^ymecC^E world from 
a renewal of its former* iufferings. Aud 
we have rejofced*more especially that thi# 
imliortant charge bA^ been confided,^ py 
common doDselrti to the same victorlout 
c 6 mmBa 4 er, whose trihropbs baye^ lo 
mkinly conttibuted to the eloiy of < 
(4K) 



HOUSE OF LOBD^, 

and the general happiness of 
mankind.^, ,, ► ‘ 

** In our,domestic coilcerns, tslie ^ 
and sudden transition fromca statcj^ex- 
ten^ed warfgre to our present sipation, 
lifts necessarily produced manyf scfious 
et41S and'difficulties, to which we liave not 
failed to epply our most anxious attention. 
To the distresses of the agricultural in¬ 
terest we b-ivo rendered such immediate 
relief as could be devised, hoping also 
that they may daily decrease, and trusting 
much to the healing influence of time. 
For the benefit of comrpcrce* and tlVe ge^ 
neral coiu'enience of all r^nk^ of his ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects, a new .coinage has been 
proviYiie#|“tf«d in various ways, by posi- 
tive*enactmenis, or preparatory inquiries, 

■ w-c’liavc devoted much ^rjf our labours to 
the gener^ii improv|ntoi;t of the condition 
tTf'i'the j^^h,'’<Tieir relief, and their iiv 

S timn In settling our financial ar* 

snients, the cx,peiitliturc of the scr- 
our civil and military establish- 
been considered, with reference 


TA^ Pfinde Regent's Speech 
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directed ; and for completing the grants 
' ich it is our speciat duty and privilege. 
t(P provide, we now present to )Our royal, 
higliness a bill, intituled, ^ An act for 
‘ granting to his majesty a certain sum out 
‘ of.the consolidated fund of Great Britain, 

* a*id for applying certain monies therein 

* mentioned for the serviefe of ^he year 

* 18If), and farther appr^riating the sup- 
‘ plies granted in the session of parliament,' 
to which bill, with alJ humility, we in¬ 
treat his majesty's royal assent.” 

The royal assent was theh given to the 
appropriation bill, the pillory abolition bill, 
and several otlier bills. 

C 

The , PiiiNCE Regent’s, Sceecii at 
[•the Close of the SKS'sirtN.j His 
roygl liighness the Prince (Regent then 

made the -■- - «--*•- 

Houses: 


following Speech to both 


“ My Lords and Gentlemen; * 

“ I cannot close this session pf parlia¬ 
ment without again expressing my deep 


to the pecuniary resources of the year; j regret at the continuance of his majesty’s 


,and amongst the most important of our 
jneasures, as affecting the joint interests 
of Great-Britain and Ireland, is the law 
wffich wc have pat-sed for ^.consolidating 
the revenues of both portions-of the 
fJnited Kingdom, 

But, Sir, *10 the midst of all our va¬ 
rious an^ important concerns, Somestic 
afld foreign, there are none in which the 
liatibn ever takes a deeper interest than 
^hoae whibh ft'gartPthc splendour and dig; 
m’ty ol* the throne, and the happiness of 
the royal house which ri-igns over us. 
Impre^ed with these sentiments, we have 
endeavoured, by a new arrangement; of 
the civil list, to separate those Revenues 
which are specia!]y.atllhg|ned to the sup¬ 
port of the royal state, placing them 
^rfdi^forth boyutid the reach of any edb 
tlhgenfffcliarges, which Inore properly be- 
long tb other and different 'branches of 

f Vixsf'' isrM*tjl!r«A * A fV'l in ffin KfinnA 


lamented indisposition. 

“ The cordial interest which jmu have 
manifested in the happy event of the mar¬ 
riage ofimy daughter the princest^' Char¬ 
lotte with'the prince ofSax^Cobourg.'and 
the libera! provision whicli you have made 
fur their cstgblishmcnt, af{br4qjo<;4ditional 
proof of your affectionate attachment to 
ins majesty's person hnd family, and de¬ 
mand my^warmest acknowledgments. 

“ 1 fiave the pleasure to • acquaint you, 
that I have given the royal consent to a 
marriags between his majesty’s daughter 
the princess Mgry and the duki* of Glou- 
cesitcr; and I am.persuadtd that this event 
will be highly gt^atifying to all*his^ majes- 
** ty’s subjects. 

“ The assurances •wjiicli I have fcoeived 
the" public jscf Wee. in the same J^e pacific, and friendly disposition o£ 

spm tAfWar^affetlipnareanadime^^ 

wc have h tiled satisfaction, ^ . ■ , ., 


the au-pJeiouB marriage bv whi^ Cb% pa- 
• llebal chi^e df *your. hiUphcss h|i8 

^?|hified tnfefc'-cM^rsal w'ishes tff 'file 
tfdb^Aerd has aouflfeSMrtto thg fifdR'Iy of 
,,^®i^’sdvereigq, an illustrious ]irific6> whose 



the future d^tinies of his Me, 

’ the objects lo which, 

^ralfdiours have bheh chlcfiy 


of ttieir resolution^o execute inviolably 
t^e ftrms of the -lggatip<*’^hich I an- 
lysunced to youjat the opening of the set^ 
mn, promiea the contindance of tliac 
^ace so essential to the interests of all 
fe nations of the tvorld. '' 
i “«Gentlemeld df tlfe Houae of Commons; 
{•* I thank yon for the iUpplies which you 
|ve gpaated for the service of thh year; 
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and 1 am sensible of the beneficial efiects | 
which may,be expected to result from tl^, 
salutary systepi' of molting provision fiw I 
them in a way calculated to uphold public 
credit. 

“ The arrangements which you haye 
ado|»ted/or discharging the incumbrances 
of the civil list, aiyl ,for rendering its fu¬ 
ture income adequate to ifS expenditure, 
by relieving it from*a part of the charge 
to which it was subject, are in the highest 
degree gratifying and satisfactory to tne; 
and you may be assured that nothimg 
shall be wapting on my part to give ftill 
effect to th 9 sl' arrangements. 

“ The provision you have made^or 
consolidating the revenues of Great wi- 
tain and Irebind, will, 1 doubt not, bepro- 
dyctivc of the happiest consequences in 
cementing and advancing the interests of 
the united kingdom; and must afford an 
additional proof of the constant disposition 
of parliament To relieve the difficulties and 
promote the welfare of Ireland. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

TUe^rnegsures lo which 1 hai(e been 
under the necessity of re,sortings for.the* 
suppression oi*thuse tumults and disorders 
which haj^^^fuitunatcly ficcurred in some 
parts of tUeTing(iora,^have been produc¬ 
tive of the most saluttii^ effects. • 

“ I deeply lament jho contiiruance of 
that pressure and distress which tlic cir¬ 
cumstances of the country, at the close ofj 
so lung a war, have unavoidably entailed 
on many classes of iiis muj(,>sty's subjects. 

“ 1 ieel fully persuaded, liowcvcr, that 
after the «any severe trials which they 


The Lord Gha'acellor then, by -the 
Printe ,RegenVs command, said My, 
and gentlciilen;—It is the will and 
of bis royal liighuess Ihe Prince 
RegentKacting in the name and on the be¬ 
half df lib majesty, that this parliament be 
prorogueu to Saturday the 24tfi of August 
next, to be' then here holden; and this 
parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Saturday the 24th of August next.” 


, 110US.E OF COMMONS. 

STuetdai/, July 2. * 

> Vote o? Thanks and Co'’;T*«frtr- 

LATION TO THE DuKE OF AVELLINGf 
TON.] Lord Castlcreagh rose, for the • 
purpose of calliifg the attention of the 
House to the recent froK’jjjy^fthe di|ket 
pf Wellington, and, to suggestuTbwourlM’ 
which he thought it would be prqjrer 
them to puj'sue on this occasion. lt_^;'rad 
been thought necessary by that H^se, at 
the close of the former war, to senafto bis 
grace a deputation pf its membm, oil his 
return, to express to him their gratitude* 
for those glorious exertions w,hich had so* 
largely contributed to the happy termim- 
tion of that arduous contest. He wished 
the House nmv to take the opportunity of 
again marking their deep sense of the in- 
cstiniablt services he had rendered his 
country, and, he mjght add, oi'lthe bles¬ 
sings which he (the duke of Wellington) 
had conferred upon mankind ir/ general. 
If it slsDuId happen, from the arrival of hisT 
grace so close upon the termination of the 
session, that the deputation could not ful¬ 
fil the object wltich the House had iq 
view, they would at least have the satis¬ 
faction of recording, ip their journals the 
deep sense whicti they had of those im-* 
poH-tant services to which lip had alluded, 


page of history. Htf moved, “ That the 
thanks of this Hnusobe givciFto field mar- 


progressive improveneiA of public c^edx 
and by the reduction wj^ich has alrcajly 
taken place in thojhurthenaof the 


dial the duke' 
from the com 


have undergone in the course of the ar- f and which could never be effaced fsom the 

_ . ».* I I •! ft*. we Y,* mt . 

duouj contest in which we nave bgpn en- 
.gaged, and the, ultimate succes# which has 
attended their glorious «did persevdring, 
exertions, I may rely^dth perfect confi¬ 
dence on thp^ublUJ^irit and for^tudS 
in sustaining thu^mfficullies, which will, 

I trust, be ihund to have, arisen fro 
causes of a temporary nature, and whi 
cannot fail to be materially relieved jjiy t 


WcllingsiD^iflhi hisM'eturn 
fcS^j/oB^'s eminent and 
unrAnittii]^ services to hiS raajes^ and to 
the pubdib e^ijlkcially in the eve^memora- ^ 
ble baltrfof ^terloo; mgLtaat a com- 
niittesibof this wmt upon his 

grqpc communicate* the same, and to , 
offer to grace the pon^atulations of 
this HouseVon hi& arrival in this klhg- ' 
dom.” * * 

Thewftiotion was agreed to nm. eon., 
and a committee was forthwith appolbted. 



f 


1S87] HOUSE OF COMMONSj Vatevf fM^^^ IitiktffWelUng^n. [Ifi88 

About twoo’clockthe usher of theblack Regent’s speech to the members round 
xod iumiuoped the House to the House of table, after which he made ha boi^'. 
Peers. Oa the return oi the Sfeake^ #d the members withdrew. 
ths^House, he read a coppof the ^^unce 

.■ S (u 



BARL. ACC^IOn'^GliiAX Bhitaik# 


I.—P.UBLlC INCOM^^B' GRE^^T BRITAIN, 

FOR THE TEAR ENDING ITOlW JANUARY, 1816 . 


Ar» Account of the’ Ordinary Revenues and Extraordinary Resource* 
cons^tutijtg tfte Public Income tjf Great BiiiTAfN. 

• % _ _ ... 


NET PRODUCf 
appllcsb I* N<tiion il 
Obiecis. and to iv% me nlf 
tnlo the Exchequer. 



< 9 rtiinat? i)lelignue!$. , 


Perma'hent ond Aniiual Taxes. 


CUSTOMS .%. 

EXCISE . 

STAMPS . 

LAND AND ASSESSED TAXES... 

POST OKUCE.:. 

PENSIONS AND? If. ill ibe £. 
SA'.ARIES S 6 /. ill the Jt'. 

HACKNEY COACHES . 

HAWKERS AND PEDLARS . 



£.^ s. 
11,807,322 12 
2»iS70;055 8 
6,492,804.14 
7,Dll,93g 4 
•2.349,3] 9 0 
20,280 19 
11,776 6 
29,283 14 
21,591 10 


14 2,737,767 18 
3| 2,831,024 13 
10 3.'>.3,219 6 

9| 302,921 13 
10^ 593,620 l,/5 
1 372 3 

6 638 6 

lOi • 4,562 5 
2| 3,075 0 


Total Perinanent and Annual Dulie9il 52,014,572 11 7] 6,817,204 ,6 


tif. f. 

9 079,5.54 7 

20,539,0'8 14 11 
6,159 I* 8.> 8 9i 

19,908 1) ,2 
11,1.38 0/3 
24,721 i- 6| 
18,51^9 ^yi 

4i 46^97^8 S 2J 


Small Branches of the Heredilari/ Revenue. 

Aiif.Natiqn Fines. 

Post Flit i:s .A. L 

Sf.I7I(1RES .. 

CuMPOsiTioN.s aiA* Proffers. 

Crown Landi ... 


11,767 15 5 
6,380 4 6^ 
3,445 7 2 
626 15 4 
145,146 13 8i 


VU7 8 0 10,620 7 *5 

95 ’ 9 -4 (■>,‘^84 15 9i 

. . 9,445 7 2 

626 15 4 

2,385 4 6i ’142,761 9 i 


^ dFltcaortiinatp Hifatirn^, 

li ar laxts.* 

CUSTOMS . 

EXCISE.f. . 

PROPERTY TAX . 

Arrears of Income Dutt, &c. 


2,841,406 I ^ 560,771 S-lT 2.5s0.6’3t 1*7 

6,737,028 19 "i 69,252 0 6.667,776*18 6 


15,277,499 9 4 
613 19 U 


299,250 11 2 14,978,248 18 24 
5 13 3| SOS 5 4 


Lottery, Net Profit (of ivhirh onetl^H part 

is for the Service of Ire'and) .. 

Monies paid on Acgoiinf of the Interest of 
Loans raised for tlio Service of Ireland.- 
On Account^f Balance dueIreland 
joint Expenditure (>f the Un'ied Kingdom 
On Account oftheCi'inniisaioners, appoint 
ed 8y Act 3.5 C< o. 3f cap. 127, ai^ 3 
, Oeo. 3, cap. for is'-aing ^chequej 

Rills for Grenada, HiC .VT..... 

On Account of the Interest, &c. of a Loan 
granted to the Prince of Portugal 

Surplus FeesoP^SeeuInteij^blic Offices... 
Imprest Monies snwlry Public 

Accountants, and other Moiyes paid t 

the Public....?.a. 

* 

Total, independent of LnaDg...»..... 
LOANSpaid into the Excheque* (includii^ 
the Amount of those riuseiNfor the Set 
vice of Ireiaud)....^..... 

grand TOTJAL..*. 


327,906 13 4 23,255 2 10 304,631 10 6 

981.7S3 6 2 . ' • 3,931,783 « « * 


3,981,783 6 2 
6,107,986 12 3 


• 25;009 0 0 

« 

28,585 1* 6 . 

. Ot.TSd 13 01 • 


6,107,986^12 t 


V 

' *.A- 

~Li ‘ ^ 


• 06 1 A 

• 91^750 13 2i • - • - j., 93^ IS 2| 

4</7,83B 16 ^Di , - • v ■ 



67,71:2,037 0 2^ 
■35.4.fl,959 *2 0 ! 


107,836 16 iQi 


79,948,670 0 % 


39,421,959 8 0 


7,773,366 19 IIifll9iS70,629 f 



VoL. XXXiV.* Append, 


J « J 



































Acoo^ of the-Gross and Net Vroduce of the iXvtm arising from Sf A\^S aki>, in iKe fear ending 5th January 1816* 
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Ah Account of the Gross and Net Produce of the Duties arising from STAMPS in Scotland, in the Year ending 5th January 1816. 
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[xvia 


An Account of the ^ct Produce of all Permanent Taeei* of Great Britain; 
* tdken^jw Tm Years, ending ^specHvefy the Bth Jfinuary 1815 ^nd‘ 5th 
January 1816. * / ', 

■ ■ T . . . . I I 0 ■*— 


CO1JSOLIDATE0 CUSTOMS.-..J!. 

.l...*.Dttto..(Isu or Mas^.. 

.Ditto...Ditto. (Qoaraktirb}.. 

.Ditto.t....Ditto..'....(C!ANAL AMD Dock Dd^} 

..Ditto..pitto......(PnMANBMM Dott)....7 ' 

.Ditto.EXCISE...*.. 

BRITISH SPIRITS. 1806 . 

...Ditto..Ditto....:. 1811 ... 

FOREIGN Ditto. . .*..^. 

CONSOLIDATED STAMPS...... 

..Ditto.Ditto. 1815 . 

LOTTERY LICENCES./... 

LAND TAXES.J iw. 


INCIDENTS. 


\ 


CoMotidated letter Money. 

Hawkeri and Pedlaif. 

Seizurei. 

Proflfera.. 

Compositiona. 

' Forfeitures........ 

Unlb Mines. 



iQ xlUt^ooO^ooOooootOtaoaoOoaAOr 4o*0«EBP«oktaM*oo«*oo»»«eo| 

“ ' * ■ ■ 1711 .. 


tney Coaches and Chairs. 

.Ditto....Ditto . 1784 . 

Honses:... 1778 

^.10. per Cent.. 1793 . 

Carriagss... 1798 . 

Alters of Assessed Taxes. .^ 

^YindoMs........ 0....'. .M......... isoa . 

. ...Ditto. 1804 . 

Houses....^..?..t. —• . 

Horses for Riding • ■tssoe^ooesee • 

DittC^softOd ASul6Sssfsso*oeil||ooa««o • 

Horse Dealers licences .. —— • 

Servants . — ^ 

Hair Powder Certificates .s. ■ — ■ 

Armorial Bearings. . 

Carriages. — 

Dogs.. 

£,\Q. per Cent... 1806 

Consolidated Assessed Taxes ..^ 1808 

fid. per lib. on Pe^ionsi. 1811 

Is. Ditto on Salaries.. -~— 

fid. Ditto oA Pensions. 1813 

Is. DitA on SalarieB..— 

fldi Ditto on Pensions............ 1813 

Is. Ditto on Silanes.............. 

^ fid. Ditto on Peqsions. 1814 

Is. Ditto on Salaries...... . 

fid. Ditto on Pensions .1815 

Is. Ditto on Salaries.......^^. —» 

Windows Ikaooooeesaoon'f^nsooOO 1766 

Oarts .. 

8erTniits.....M.... 


• osoeesMoeooeoooos^ooBOo, 
ooaaoaoe^ioosMOonooo^o* 


1785 






.•••tivooon 


Snrplu* Duties AnnaaHy 
granted after disclMiging 
^3,OOOtOOO.£xche4UMHlli^ 
ebai|^ thereoEi 




Sii|fftT sod Moltwwsootoiow*** 

Additkinol DiltOaoiobaooi ^ 


•^•otowt*e»^ 0 Mp«*^««| 

Aoollol 


VoL. X3CKI\^ ApftnUx, 




(he Tttr (Bded S lu. IBUJ 


’ £. I. 

3,608,910 3 
-«,4,75& 14 
13,349 10 
' 99,700 16 

718,879 18 
15,835,910 0 
314,700 0 
718,674 0 
64,383 0 
5,598,574 )l 

3,916^1 

1,080,610"9 


1,450,000 0 
15,700 0 
7,497 II 
605 14 
. 16 
fill 
864 
4,309 
10,910 
13,530 


Do. Sth JtB. istd! 


- * .4- 

*£. S. 

3,857,940 16 
9,501 9 
18,149 
30,841 
716,497 
16,663,879 
531,700 
536,840 
87,035 
3,338,319 
3,597,996 4 
3.96L^ 


d. 

S* 

? 

H 

0 

0 

9i 


13 0 


. 30 

40 

1,147 

1,777 

1,079 

1,343 


.jil 

3 

7 


399 17 

9 

1.313 1 . 

9 


6 


6 


4 


El 

341 19 11} 


7 

773 15 

84 


6 


□ 


H 

6,700 0, 

0 

14,300 0 

0 

R309 0^ 0 

1,500 0 

0 


•V.* 

: j 


• »* 


. '471,350 0 
* 841,339 8 

143,^8 }!' 
5*1,731 a 
^ 51,61* T 


{« 


'51,949*884 4 Of' 


l,04fi,53G 


1,548,006 

17,350 

9,445 

696 

938 
864* 
6,470 
9,730 
. 13,130 
• 

5 

SI 


19 l ol 

3 10 

4 7 
0 


0 

0 

7 

15 


15 3 
• 0*0 
8 

0 . 

0 0 . 
18 6 
lt*5 
0 0 


196 13 


87 

439 

146 

• *63 

10 

33 

*31 

118 

37 

6,313,659 


7 

0 

tf 

1 

17 
6 
13 

18 
16 
* 


11 

■s- 

0 


? 

0 

1 

9j 


49 47 10 
417 5 to 


8dt> 

1,497 
' 5,100 
14,000 
8,550 
.1,500 
8 
3 
5 


0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

18 


S83.S36 19 
^73,368 0 
91.934 4 
553,419 0 
34,460 18 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

e. 

0 

6 

r 

0 

6 


39,039,488 nSLl If 
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PARI/. ACCOUNT^—Great B^fTAW. 





ARREARS AND'BALANCES Op PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 


4.^.^ . *11 HEADS OF THESB ACCOUNTS. 

Arrears due on 5th of January 1S16, from the Oilicers of^ie Customs in,England, &c'. 

Arrears due on Ditto, from the Officers of the Customs in Scotland, &o. 

Arrears due on Ditto, from the Officers of Exoise in England, &c. 

Arrears due on Ditto, fiom the Officers of Excise in Scotland, ttc. . 

Arrears due on Ditto, from the Distributers of Sthmps in Qreat Britain, &c. * 

Balances in the Hands of the Distributers of Stamps in Great Britain, &c. • 

Arrears dpe on the 5th January 1816, from the Receivers General of the^nd and Assessed Taxes 
in Great Britain, See. . 

Arrears dye on the 5th January 1316, from the Officers of the Post Office in Great Britain, 

Sajancss in the Hands of the Deputy Postmasters in Great Britain, &c. 

Arrears and Balances due on the 5th January 1816, from th^Persons employed in recbiying or^fPKt. 

inf the Land Revenue of the Crown in England and Wales, &c. 

*List of Public Accouptants, in respect of whom the execution of any Process or ProceediDg^hath been 
*' Controlled, Suspended, or Prevented, Uc. ■** 

Aepounts delivered into the Office of the Comptrollers of the Accounts of the Arpay, &c. * 

list of Officers and Oepartmentii'whose Accounts are auditeg by the Commissioners for Auditing the 
Public Accounts.# • , 

List of Accounts Delivered'over 6y the late Commissioners for Vmditing Public Accounts to the Com¬ 
missioners appointed for the like purpose under the 46th Geo. 3; and of the Accounts since 
received into the Audit Office, SumerAit-Place, or since received into the Office of the said Commis- 
.sioners, twhich have neither been Audited!, Stated, nor Deciiiiredy—completed to the 5th of January 
1816. • , » , 
list of the same which have been either Stated, or declared j, sp far as anyflJulanees appear to be now 
owing tofotfiom, tht. Public upon an^^such A^coonts; comijleta'l to the 5th January 1816. 

• * These will be foum^at length in Volume 3CX. of this Work. 


IV.—TRADE ASD navigation OP GREAT BRITAIN, 

I 


An Account of the Official Value qfmU Imports into, andjffi all Exports ffironi 
. Great Britain, in the Y^^rs 1814 and 1815 respectively. *' ^ 


iilroars. 


OVFKIAL VALVB OF eXFOBTS. 


ForSign 
• ane 
Colaniti 
McrcliaiiSixe. 


Total Eaporia. 


neclarad value 
of BritllS and 
Irish Froduce 
and 

Manafactures 

Sxponed. 


TEARS., « .OK f sritishand Korlign 111 *™n rroouoc 

. a IBFOKTS. Iriah Frodpee .and 

4 and* . ColaaitI Total Eaporia. R Maaafactureg 

, ManuMjUnns. Merchaadiae. . | Eapotted. 

...11.11—i. Jit—I." 'll' II. ill I *.1.—A —IM.—.W 

1814 .. 36,M9,7«I 36,092,1'iS?• •20,499,347 56^59*1,514 » 47,85*1,453 

1815 . 33,987,W ‘ 44,053,455 16,930,439 ' 60,983,894 B 53,217,445 

• « . • * " • 

• Kote.~It havinR^ hitherto been fdand impracticable to ascertain the Amthjntpf the Imports of East 

, India and China Producefor tfie l^r enditur'the 5th.January so early as the 25tb March 


cable manner, the J 


vm .tb(? value of all other Articles of Foseign end tJoloirt 
Years gliding the 5th Jamary 1B15 and 1816 receptively. 


Merd^ij^ize iiPported 













xxlj • IV.'— ThADB and NfAVIGATION, 1816. {;xxlt 

An Account of the iNumber ^ Ships Vessels, mth the Amount of their Ton- 
KAGE, <tiohich have been Annually Built and Reg^erednn.the severed Poets the 
British J^mpire (except Ireland) in the Years ISIS', 18#4, aeid 1815i. 


In fhe \kar 1813 


VLS^l^i. TONNACE. 


818 ‘>J,97(> 


. 1815 .....j 1,034 j 115,533 

Note.—The Account for 1813 was consupied in the I^re at the late Custom-House. The Return 
made last Year.for 1814 is now cocrected, and tllb present Return for 1815 will be sulgcet to 
a similar addition next Year, as many sf the Returns from distalit PSits are not yet received. 


An Account,of the Number g/" Vessels,' 'wUh the Amount dof their Tonnage, and’^ 
the Number Men and Boys usually employed in Navigatirifr the sdme, tohich 
belonged to tne several Ports of the British Empire, on the SOfA Heptember 

* in the Years 1813, \814, 1815. 



An Account of the Number Vessels, with the Amourd of their Tonnage, and * * 
the Nimber o/Men c^id Boys employed in Navigating the same, (including their 
rented Vomges') which entered Inwards and cleared Outwards, at the several 
FeiHs ^ Great Britain, or to, all Parts of the World, between Sth 

January 1813, and 6th January 4816. * 


FOltElCN.. 


FOR^N, 


TONS. LmEN. tiUFS. • TONS. | MEN. pHirs. TONS. 


14,891 1,655,845 100,808 4,896 538,401 33,988 M^Ssil,573,564 95,8454,877 548,638 .?1,895 

14,735 i561,453 104,690 610,612 35,568 147739 *,805,409 109,567 4,069 642,238 15,256 

■ * •I * 

• ' ' I • » . . • “ 

1,987 198,947 13,218 ■ 179 29,298 1,664 2,868 * 268,169»18,^6’^ 177 28,6.'i0»1,560 

1,774 190,885 • IsKai 213 28,114 1,593 3,3?(\b 303^1 20,719 175 22,77.5 1,303 

2,116 281,697 15,337 295 45,659 3,531 0,24^ 30(^7 29,483 196 29,452 1,645 

• ' ^ I 

l» . ■ ' • 

♦ Not%—Tll^ Aoeonnts for this Year were consumed in the Fire ntthe late Cnstom-House. 
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PARI^ ACC0UKT3fr^G»*4r 3 »i»4ih. 

V.—PUBLIC EXP^NDITUHB. 




J. For Inte{«at &c. on the Pecmanent 
\ Debt of Great Britain, Unre¬ 
deemed; including Annui^ea foi 
Liveaeind Terms of Years, (App. 

A. 1. 2.) • •ae*«eo«ee*ee»aa«*eoa»»|kae«a| 

II. Interest on Exchequer Bills, (B)... 


£m t, d. 


111. Civil List, (C). 


Courts of Justicel 


V. Ymil Gvemment of Scotland, (D) _ 

* «■ H 

VI. The other Pa jments m Anticipation 
of ^e ^chequer Reoeipfis; (E) viz. 
Bounties for Fislaeries, Manuiac- 

tures, Cora, Ac. 

Pensions on the Hereditary RetMnue 
Mili|ia, and Desertprs’ Warrants... 


VII. The Navy, (F). 

•> TMeVfotoallingDepartment.. 
The TransportService.....^..., 

^HL Ordnance, (0).,<.. 


IX^Tbe Army^ (H) viz. I 

Ordinary Services..!....!.. 

Extraordinary Services A Sulwidiea > 

Deduct the Amount of Remittances 
and Advances to other Countries, 
included in Appendix I.. «> . . 

X. LoBn8,Ac.tootlierCouVitries,(I}viz. , , 

XrOUW^ annneevnens#»eee*o»seea«««H seeaed * * 

Aastrra.....f.f..796,229 8 8 

■ Russia.;..... 3jSAl,9\9 7 0^ 

Pruwa. 2>382,823 14 8; 

Hanover. 206,590 6 4 

Spain. 147,3^ l9 10 

Portugal. 100,000 0 0 

Sweden . 521,061 17 1 

France, Canton of Berne, Italy wid 

. Netherlands.... 78,152 14 2 

’ Minor Powers under Engagementi . s 

with the Duke of Wellingftm..... 1,724,001,8 4 

_ ^ i oaMitiA iFf t\ 


£• t, ( 

41,015,527 10,0| 
r • T 
,3,014,003 3 8 


1,028,000 0 0 
r • 

72,967 19 8§ 
17,450 19 5 
366,660 11 
60«BSS 9 9 
9,490 6 0 


1,555,408 6 4| 
126,613 11 9| 


247,903 5 0| ' 
27,700 0 0 
88,514 d 5 


9,082,602 II 10 
3,450,351 10 ll| 
3,840,916 4 8 


2i;,333,83l 10 8 

12,873,553 0 0 

34,207.384 10 8 
11,035,247 19 I 


7,2?7,032 8 


364,117 14 5f 

16,373,870 7 5* 
3,736,424 17 3 


23,173,136 17 6|: 


llisrAllaneous 837,134 17 «0 

XI. Miseellanebos Serviedl, (KV viz. 

At Home .....‘a.- 

Abroad... • « « 


Deduct Sams which, alftongh indtded^n ihis Accounty. 

. fiK||i no part of .tl^BxpenditimwGr^t'Britmti, viz. 

9 Loan, Ac. for Ireland.»,.a**■*mi**a*..A. 

Interest, £. 1 . per Cent and Ranafenenl on FocUi* 

gnese Loan, plr Act Geo. 3, & 71 .. 

, BmkiDg^ivkloBLou/MItoiQMlMiA'CiHnpAi^.*'- 

f Thi> hiclu.!^ tiitouiB 1 if. «] 

|iiteiei^ ^c. piud w|dipwtal Loans. 


18,313,290 1 
3,371,178 13 8f 


11.035,347 13 

_S_ 

3*,074.471 6 1 
296,707 & 1 

' • , *' ll0,269ji)28 fr 6| 

7,297,033 8 8 

• • 

57,170 3 0 , 

I26»53l 13 0 . 

r - 7,460,734 . 4 8 


*1^808,394 1 10| 


























V.>i-FDBUe EXPB*»rTWEK, 1816 . 


[xxvi 


guese Loans. 



AonttUicf torUvei 
and for 

tomi of Tearifl 


• £» $» £• fa d» 

FermanentFundedDeblof Great Britain S3,950,539 13 1,373,376 6 9 

. Debenturea. 39,483 10 0 —— , 

Sums raised fur the Service of Ireland .. 2,361,630 10 0 139,583 6 8 

Imperial Loan. f75,784 *4 0« 239,000 0 0 

Portuguese Ditto ... 17,543 2 4 —'—* ■ 


I Chargei of Maatgement. 


r« d» 
233,581 19 9| 

23,183 18 0 
3,980 17 8 
223 Id 11 


25,544,970 10 1)| 

Life AnOuities , •aaaeaa ea««»««*aoB*a| • 1,631,959 13 5 
Management ... 259,969 12 4| 


1,631,959 13 5 S59,969 52 4} 


27,436,899 15 lOf 


Towards the 


l^em(lti(m of 
C«bt; viz. 


the Public 


Annual Inue, per Act 26 6eo. 3. 

Ditto.. 43 Ditto.. 

Ann|g|jies for Terms of Years expired 

to 5th Jjrly 1602. 

Ditto on Lives on which the Nominees 
are certiBed to have died prior to 5th 
July 1803, or that have been unclaimed 

*for 3 Years.. 

Interesta>n Dt^t of Great Britain te- 

deemed. 

Ditto for (relanda... 

Ditto fur Imperial... 

Ditto for Poj^tugal.7.r. 

jC.l. per Cent, on Capital} created si«ce 

5th January 1793x.^. 

Ditto*on outstanding £i(9|pquer BilU 
and Debentures on 5th January )8l| 
Part of Annual Appropriation for the 
Redemfition of .£.13,000,000 part o^ 

^.14,200,000, pro Anno 1807. 

percent, on Capitals created by 
Loans raised for the &rvice of Ireland 

Ditto Imperial Loans.y. 

Ditto Portuguese Ditto.^.. 

Ditto on Stock created by Loans 38,39, 

40, and 44, Geo. 3...... 

One'halPthe amount of the Interest on 
the Cspitals in respect of the Excess 
of the Monies raised Anno 1813, above 
^ the Sum of .£.13,013,914 per Act S3 

Geo. 3, cap. 95.L.... 

Ditto...Ditto...raised Anno 1814, above 
the Sum of 11,330,4.^ Act 54 

Geo. 3, ca[986........... 

Ditto...Ditto,..^iied Anno 18)5, abo 
(he Sum of .£.11,324,760, per Act 55 
Geo. 3, cap. 714...................<y*.**** 

Interest for Stock t^uisfened for Li 

Anoukiei...... 


a nrom above 


1 , 000,000 0 0 

200,000 0 0 

, 79,880 14 6 


51,735 

*2,097,592 

444,583 

49,294 

9,322 

5,074,319 

277,500 


626,355 

915,384 

36,693 

30,000 

867,963 


19 8| 
0 0 
0 0 


*1,195,821 J3 0 
.165,W8 16 10 

# 

23^,417. 0 *2| 

86,212 8 ^ 


7 4 7J 
9 15-10| 


40,883,947 1 6| 


g l-sl ig 

& its 

i B ® S :< 

P5 JB « 01 a« 

I 

:a M|£i. 

S 

M S B g cA *tS 

I *-«2j 

i 

€ III 0.0* 

em @ .<9 <19 « < 


I 



s* 


; Oitr 

* Ok C9 
: 00 to 

• 




^ ;55 

g-s’s 

sH 

£3 0 0 

III 

«8l 

I 

*1 * 
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APPENDIX (A. 2.) —Total Amount ^ thefSums actually received hy the Commts* 
siONJftts for the Redactldn qfi^ National Debt, in the Year ended SihrJan, 1816. 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Great Britain. 


great^britain. 

Aniiltal Issue, 26 Geo. 3. 

Diltoadditioi^l ditto, 4'2 Geo. 3 ... i. 

Exchequer Annuities for 99 and 96 Years, expired Anntt.nPS. 

Short Annuities 1777 expired 1787. 

Annuities on Lives expired prior to the 5th July 1802. 

Annuities on Lives unotaimed for 3 Years hnfore jth January ldl5, 

per 27 Geo. 3, cap. 13. 

af.l. per Cent, per Annum on outstanding unprovided Exdhequer 

. Bills and Debentures. 

X.l . per Cent per Andum on Capitals created by Loans raised 

firom 1793 to 1812, both inclusivg..... 

Per Centage on Loans rqisei^in 1813 to 1815 ... 

Interest oi^Capitals purchased,pt 3^ per Cent. .:.I. 

.^.Ditto...4 per Cent.s .. a .. 

.Ai».....Ditto..'.5 per Cent. ...a... 

Ditto on Capitals transferred for Life Annuities at 3 i^r Cent..!.... 
Returned from the Account of Life Annuities, the Nominees hav¬ 
ing died prior to its being ^t apart for payment .. 

* Life Annuities unclaimj|d for 3 Years and upwards, at 5th January 

1815, per Act 52 Geo. 3, cap. 129 . . . 

Annual Appropriation towards tha|Redemption of ^.12,000,000 

part of ^.14,200,000 Loan 180 t .. 

Interest dn Capital purAiased at 3 per Cent... 

Deduct, set apart from the Sinking Fund for the payment of Life 

Annuities, pursuant to 48 Geo. 3, cap. 142.. 

IRELAND. 

£,\, per Cent, per Annum, on Capitals created by Loans raised 

* from 1797 to 1815,,both inclusive... 

Interest on Capital purchased at 3 per Cent... 

, • • IMPERIAL. 

£.1. per Cent, per Annum, on Capital created by Loan 1797^i.... 

Interest on Capital purchased at 3 per Cent.... 

PORTUGAL. . ‘ ‘ 

Annual Appropriation townrds'the Redemption of Capital createil 

by .£.600,000, part of Loan 1809..*.... 

. Interest onOpitd purobased at 3 per Cent... 

EAST INDIA COAiPANY. 

Annual AppropriaUon towards the Redemption of Capital create 

by s£.2,500,0(K}, part of Loan 1812....'^.. . .j. 

Ihterest on Capital purchased at 3 per CeiA.../.. 

Applied to the Purchase of Stock...'.....f.. 

Ditto to the payment of Life Annuities...7. 


£. t. d. 
1 , 000,000 0 0 
200,000 0 (J 
54,880 14 t 
25,000 0 C 
21,146 6 .1 
• s 

3C,589 7 C 

277;500 0 C 

5,603,695 15 S 
1,938,895 13 
P,570,094 9 
311,856 0 ( 

86,212 7 { 

3,313 4 : 

1,735 11 , 

626,265 10 ^ 
215,642'8 i 


915,384 19 8; 
444,583 17 9 



1,359,968 17 5^ 

36,693 0' 0 , * 

49,294 6 0 g5^gg.j ^ q 


1 30,800 D 0 
a 9,322 |.l 1 

• 

I JI10,82^ 0 0 
1.5,711,13 0 


39,322 11 1 


126,.531 1.7 0 


13,388,551 13 I 
190,076 0 10 


Gross Amount.....Il3,578,p27 13 11 


APPENDIX {^.)—Intexest paid on Exchequer from lh&5lh of January 

, 1815 to.the <f January 1816. • 


ActI under which i 




‘ Funds chargeable with the Principnl. 


48 Geo.,JII. 
53 Ditto 
53 Ditto 

53 Ditto 
,54 Ditto 

54 Ditto 
54 Ditto 
54 Ditto 

1^4 Ditto 

54 ZBtto 

55 Ditto 
55 DtU^ . 
55 Ditto 


Supplies, 1814 .» * - 

Supplies, relfS. ^ - 

Siippiigs, 1814 mm. 

•Ditto 

Malt and Perscniar Estates, 1814 
Slipplies, 1815 

Ditto . 

%ippiics, 1814 . . . 

Suppiieef 1815 - . 

‘Ditto . . « - ^ 

Ditto A. - . - ” 

Malt Boa Personal Estates, 1815 
{{applies, 1816 
Sdpplies, 18l5t - ' • 


Interest. 


, £• s. if. 

162,917 16 0 

172,776 15 4 

26.532 8 10 

8J.019 17 10 

*2,339 n 7 

485,764 9 10 

• s291,640 19 11 

. 939,816 2 .8 

- , 3^,896 6 5 

75,616 8 9 

160,275 8 0 

. 66,329 J 1 

t 31,800 15 6 

171,377 1 11 

• _ 

*£.3|014,003 3 8 
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APPENDIX {C)’yrCharge upon the Consolidated Fund, in' the Year ended the 
5 th JaM,^1816 ; exclusive of the interest of the Public Debt, and of the Fai/ments 
upon Exci^uuer ‘Distinguishing the siAne uhf^r the several Heads of 

Civil List—‘Courts if Justice^ Sfc.—Mint—other Satanes and Alloxoances — and 
Bounties, 8 fc. 


CipL LIST. 


FOR THR SUPPORT OF H 
MAJESTY’S HOUSEHOU 


HIS 
LD, 1, 


£. ' s. 

028,000 0 


COURTS OF JUSTICE, (See 
pagexi) ..... 72,96’? 19 


> MINT, (See pge xii) - 

' SALARI ES.ALLOWANCES,&c. 
(See pa^ie xiii.) . i » 


‘VENSIONS. 


Earl Chatham, per Aet 18 Gdb. 3. 
Lord Rodney - - 23* 

Lady Dorchester - 26 
John Penn, Esq. - 30 
Richard Penn, fisq. . — 

Duke of Clarence - 31 

. York - - 32 

Duchess of York - — 

Prince of Wales . 35 


Earl St^Vincqpt • 

*38 

. 2,»00 

0 

0 

Viscount Duncan - 


. 2,000 

0 

0 

Dukf of Kent • - 

39 

- 15,000 

•0 

0 



- 12,000 

0 

0 



- 6,333 

6 

8 

Lord Erskine . - 


- *4,000 

0 

0 

Sir A. Macdonald » 


2,500 

0 

0 

Sir Jifhics Mansfield - 


- §.500 

0 

0* 

Sir Sydney Smith - 

41^ 

f.OOO 

0 

0 

Baroness*Abe rctomby 

-• 

- ^,000 

0 

0 

Duke of Sussex - • 

42 

- 12.0Ctf 

0 

0 


— 

- J2,00B 

0 

0 

Lord Hutchinson 


- 2,000 

0 

(f 

Sir James Saiimarez 

43 

-, 1,200 

0 

0 

Lord Boriugdon, et. a 

. for Lord 



Amherst ... 


- 3,000 

0 

0 

Duke of Athol - •- 

45 

- 4,059 

9 

H 

11. Moretiin^yer,Esq. 

— 

. 1,000 

0 

0 

Lady IWson - - 

46 . 

- 2,000 

0 

0 

Sir Richard Strachaa 

— 

1,000 

a 

0* 

Ladj^Collingwood - 

46 

- 1,0Q0 

0 

0 

Hon. Sarah Ditto - 

— 

- » 500 

0 

0 

Hon. Mary P. Ditto 


500 

0 

tt 

John Sewell, Esq. - 

45 

40*1 

11 104 

John W. Compton, Esq 

*“• . 

- .353 "1 

104 






• 


. • 

• 



17,450 I? 


60,838 9 


4,000 

2,000 

1,000 

3,000 

l,0g0 

1 ' 2,000 

14.000 

4,000 

65,000 


£. s. d. 

Sir J. T. Duckworth 46 - 1,000 0 0 

Duke ot Ciarcuce - — - 6,000 0 0 

. Kent . - — - 6,000 0 0 

. Cumhcrland — ^ - 6,000 0 0 

. Sussex - - — • * - 6,000 0 0 

. Cambridge - — . , 6,000 0 0 

rts.ChhrlotteofWales - 7,000 0 0 

Duke of Gloucester- 14,000 0 0 

Prs. Sophia of Dittos — - 7jooo 0 0 

Earl kelson . - — - 5,000 0 0 

buke of Grafton ‘ — - •2,290 0 0 

Lord Rodney . . — • 923 d 6 

Viscount Lake - • 48 - 2,000 0 0 

Earl of Wellington -^ 50 - 2.000 0 0 

Ditto.52 • - 2,000 0 0 

Pfim. Jane Perceval - — - 2,000 0 0 

t’rs. Augusta Shphia •— - 9,000 0 0 

Prs. PJizabeth ' • “» ■ 9,tlp0 0 0 

Prs. Mary ... - — - 9,000 0 0 

Prs. Sophia . - . — - P^^OO 0 0 

Sir A. Macdonald - 53 ^ - 800 0* 0 

Sir Janies Mansfield — . 800 0 0 

Prs, of Wales - - t54 - 35,000 *0 q, 

Duke of Wellington - — • - 13,000 0 0 

Lord Reresford . - — ' . 2j000 0 (f 

.Coinbermere - — . * 2,000 Ck 0 

.P^xuiouth - 2,000 0 0 

.Hill . 2,000 0 0 

.Lynedock*- - ~ . 2,000 0 () 

.Walsinghatn - — r 2,500 0 0 

• ... . 

Total ... .^£.366,660 JI 5| • 

* MfSCELLANEOVS. 

• • • • 

r^ommllsioners for Compensations * 

to Persons * sustaining Losses 
under the London Dock Act - 464 6 0 

governor Cameron, &r County on 
the Seizure and Condemnation 
of two Slaves imported into the 
West Indies, contrary to the 

i Provisions of Act 47 Geo. 3, . 

^ap. 36. 26, 0 ’0 

To complete the f’nrchasc of an 

* Eslate4br Earl NeSoii, per Act • 

53 Geo. 3 ------ - 9,090 0 0 

* Total ...'^£.9,490 6«« • 

i , General Total*.;. if.l,555,4t)8 6 4? 

• • 


• • • * • • » 

APPENDIX (D)— List of all such iSujtt a^d Sums of Money as have ber^ 

incurred, ana become due Upon his Majesty's EsUMishment fon Crt'iL Affair'^ 
voithin Scotland, b^'thg Date the ISJi Day of Jun^ 1761; for one *)lear 
from 5th Jan. 1815 inclusive, to 5th Jan, 136, exdusive * 

* . Total Aikount ......... £.126,613 11 9 

. . . • • 
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APPENDIX (E. 1 .)—An Account^ of the Amount ofRovsTl^B paid in GAbat 
distinguishing Ekola&d from Scotland, met *<f the Revenue of 
Customs^ hetween the '5th of Jen. 1815 OTsd the 5th (f Jan. 1816; bein^ Payjmnts 
in the Nature of Antibipations of Exchequer Issues. ' 



Year ending 5th January 1816.. 125,311 1 111 78,192 6 ^1 203,403 8 Of 


out tfjhe Net Producp of the Revenues '<f the sauT Year^ in Anticipation of *^e 
Exchequer Receipt^ have been adwSly appM so far as regards the Receiri of the 
E&cise iv England, and can be etscertained at.4he Excise Ctffice. 

PEIt^SlONS, Tiz.‘6tb Head ' ' £. s. d. . 

Duke of GJfafiton..... 9,000 0 0 


BOUNTIES. 


Earl Cowper. 2,000 0 0, 

ChAles Boone, Esq. Moiety of the Earl (tf Bath’s 1,500 0 t%} 

Lord Melbourne. y, .f.. 1,500 0 O 

• 14,000 0 0 

On Salted Provisions exported. White Herrings 
taken, and Tonnage in the White Herring 
Fishery... 20,605 9 7i 

sff.34,605 9 7i 


APPENDIX (E. 3.)—-An^ Account of the Amoupt of Bounties paid o 
Revenues of Excise in Scotland (ming JPaymints in the Nature of Uni 
of Exchequer Issues) in the Year ended 5tn Janhary 1816. 4 .* 

Paid in tbeTeartsnding 5th Jan. 1816 ... sf.23^894 ^7 5 " 


* a ■ 

appendix (E.4.)-i—An Account of PetisiONa paid by PARHAMtiiTAiiY 
, ^ in the Y^ar ended 5th v/an.*1816. ^ * 

, ' HisiBrace the Duke of Marlbotougb. *sf.5,000 0 0 

His Orace the I^ke of uraftoiS . 4,700 0 0 

The Heirs of the iate Dnke of Sobomberg^.. 4,000 0 0 

e ^ * . ^.13,700 0 0 


f the 
ations 


Grants, 


APPENDIX (E. 5.)-^An Account of the Sums advanced by the Receivers General 
. yf Land and Assessed faxes, on Account o/’Militia anrf DESERTiRs Warrants. 
and other Disbursements, under various Acts qf Parliament, in the Yeaj^ ended 
the ^h Jan. 1816. • ^ , • 


H£A\» or SERVICE. 



•> 

TOTAL, 


ItMitia a^ Desertdis Warrants ■ ••■•8i^e*ee*ae«A«*»ae» ^ 
Volunteers a..........*.**.******** 

Dofeaoe Acts ... 

Arrfy of Reserve 

Papulation Act..... .* 

Augmentation of StlpItadB to Scotch Clergy ,(50^ 
Oeo* 3, cap* 84^.....fe..«.....4akM..R|.*«*«**««*.*.*.. 
To tha Commiasionert for the Highland Roada (5i 
Oeo. 3, cap. 104).......^._ .4?,., 


! * A 

A 

d. 


«. 

d. 

£. 

a. 

d. 

54,927 

11 

H 

11,9§’3 

13 

3 

«.921 

5 

H 

*1,93* 

11 

5 

65 ‘ 

9 

U 

t^,048 

0 

5 

864 

4 

5 

»351 

0 

5 

1.215 

4 

10 

3,799 

16 

llj 

2,943 

15 

6 

6,743 

12 


L 

• 

13 

3 

0 

' 13 

3 

0 

de 

% 


• 

9,073 

3 

8 

s9,073 

3 

8 

e • • 

ee 


Uliggyiyiyi 

2.500 

0 

0 
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APPENDIX (P.)—-Navy OwFicA^An AScount, skcmv^ the Amount of Movies 
receiv§d from his Majestfs Exchequer, for N^val’Services, between the 5th 
'January^%\5 and the Sifi January 1816. f * 


* • • • 

H8.AD5 OK SERVICE. ^ 

• 

iiCM, 

-i--- 

t 

TOTAf . 

• a ■ 

• ' •naA'i: • 

jO. s. d. 

£. t. if. 

Wages. / • 



Wages to Officers and Seamen - - - . . 

Half-pay to Sea Officers, and Bounty to Chaplains #-•- 
Wages to bis Majesty’s'Doefc and*Rope Yards .- 

Geh'^RAl Scbvices. 

2,838,500 ()• 0 
rf01,500 0 0 
1^15,0()b (J 0 

• 

• 

. • 

• 

Foi^eri val Services, viz. Bills of Exchange, Imprests, Sala- 

1,515,o8o 0^ 0 


ries, Pei.c''«qs, Marines, &c. 

• 

^ 1 
Building of %ip»> purchase of Stores of every desA'ription, 
repairing Snips, purchase of Ships taken from t^e Enemy, 

* Head Money, &c. paid in Bills at ninety days date • 



2,912,602*11 19 

9,082,(J02 11 10 

• 

• 

VICTUALLING. 


Provisions anj all Sorts of Victualling Stores paid for in Bills 

2,7'08,427*17 1 

• • 

at ninety days date - - 

• 

Widows Pensions 

27,923 13 rOi 

• 

Bills of Exchange and Imprests - - . - . 

550,000 0 0 

• 

• 

General Ser^ces, viz’. Necessary and,^Ara Necessary Money 

• 

• 

• 

^nd Contingencies - - 

* TRANSPORTS. 

• • 

•e» 

Freight of Transports, IVJaintenancwof Prisoners of War, and 

164,000 0 0 

3,450,351 10 li; 

• 

• 

Expense of Sick«iid funded Seamen, paid fog in Bills 
ninety days date - .V^ - ^ 



2,573,918 4 8 

« • 

Bills of Exchange, and aJI Servicis paid fur in Rcad^ Moigpy 

1 

267,000 6 0 

• 

3,840,916 4 8 


.£. 16 , 373,370 7 Si 


APPENDIX ^G.)—An Account of Monies paid by the O0ce of Ordnance fa 
, • the yefl»*l§15,^r Services at Hbme and Abrfiod respectively. * 

• • • • ■ 

, * ‘ * jB, I. th 

* For Services at Home •• - - - * *.“• 3,2J4i750*3 0 

For Services’ Abroad - ■ ■ ■ ■ 520?^*74 14 3* 


• 3 , 736,424 17 
772^^32 17 


^'. 2 , 963 , 8 * 19 9 


i 


* The Sam of .£A7a,532 I7r. Od. being the valneof Stores#«pplied by.the jpt»r# aS Oldnance tt 
Foreign Powers, the ExpensqJP^ich it is*usual to rei«]|jbatte to the OrdnAce Department by thfPay. 
master-General under Warrants of the TrSasdry, should bejjeducted from this Account, the same 
being also included in Appendix H. .and I., leaving the Expenditure of the Ordnance Depjrtmeni 
^.8,963,891 l^s. 9dl , • . * 

VoLi X^LXIV? Appendix. % ( ^ ) 


t 
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APPENDIX 
General 
1815. 


fX (H .)—Accotuit of Monies pittd by the Right Hoiu the Paymaster- 
of’his Myesfy's”L^oiici)^ii, Jrm)i 25th Aecemher 1814 to 2Ailh tiecembcr 


Pay and Allo^Rtnces of the Forces at Home (including Forcijrft Corps and 
Militia) Captains Allowances, Clothing, Recruiting atid Regimental Contin¬ 
gencies 

Staff and Garrisons ---------- 

Public Offices, (including Superannuation Afiowanecs) - - - , - 

' Bills drawn by Deputy Paymasters abroad, on account of the above Services 
Bat, Baggage and Forage - - 

^’ay, &c, of Recruiting Troops of Regiments scrriiig in India - - 

Disembodied Militia - -- -- -- -- -- 

Retired Officers - - -t- _,-i - t 

Wounded Officers - - - - - - - -- -^^- 

Gcneral Offleers - 

Full Pay of Supernumerary Officers -c. 

Exche^'uer Fee^ - - - 

Half Ray. ... 

In Pensioners of Clielsea Hospital - - 

, Out Pensioners of Ditto r--..'---- 

Widows Pensions 
Volunteer Corps - 
liocal Militia - 
Retired Cbjiplains - 

Medicines and Hospital Expenses - 

Compassionate List - -- -- -- -- 

Royal Birjtity Allowances 

Pay of Offi cers attached to the Portpguese Army - - - - 

Commissary in Chief for his Department (voted) 

I>itto for Services as under, included in the Extraordnia- 
ries, viz. 

For Uie Purchase of Specie for the ^upply of Military Chests 
abroad - - - 

For the payment of Subsidies - - - -r - 

For the payment of the Engagements entered into by his 
grace the* Duke of Wellington, for the Subsistence of 
Foreign Troops ------ 

For a payment on account of Engagements with Portugal - 
In discharge of Bills of Credit **•,** 

For the purchase of Dollars for the East Indies, transferred 
to the EaA India Cottipany in part liqdTdation of the Debt 
'due to the Company from the Public C- - 


4,'§9n,088 

4,242,252 


1,724,001 
100 '100 
750,000 


554,508 • 6 8 


Barrack Department (voted) 

Ditto included in the Extraor^inaries 

Storekeeper General (voted) 

Ditto included in the Extraordinaries 

‘ * * 

Contingencies . - - - 

Miscellaneous Payments - r _ 


99,826 

e 

0 

15,174 

0 

0 

91,600 

0 

0 

i2,00P 

0 

0. 

- 


- 


Extraordinaries (including all Sills drawn upon the Treasury) 


r 


i. 




£. s. 

4,711,107 9 
171,593 9 

s lira,121 6 
232,375 17 
24,078 0 
21,842 16 
168,000 0 
57,000 
65,000 
80,000 
28,144 
165.f* 
o- . 


d. 

5 

6 

« 

3 
6 
3 
0 
0 0 
0 0 
0..V' 


0 0 
#,<J00 0.0 
iSV.OOO 0 0 
15,000 0 0 
59,000 0 0 
25,196 0 0 
26,172 0 10 
21,274 14 6 
1,093,961 0 0 


12,360,850 

2 

2 

115,000 

0 

0 

103,600 

0 

0 

305,^1 

14 

0 

61,361 

:o 

0 

21,333,831 

10 

s 

12,873,553 

0 

0 

34,207,384 

10 

8 

11,035,247 

13 

H 

23,17«,136 

17 

6i 


A. 


The Sum of o,2Ub,000 has also paid by the Paymaster-General in digqliarge of Bills of £x- 
' dbaage bji^tli, Treasury ^ Ireland, on a&ount of the Irish loan. 

ThoSum paid for ki^raondinaries, includes advances of Specie nus^ ?n various Stations abroad by 
the Commissariat Department, for payjaf thy Forces apd qther Services ;'^lao Provisions issued to the 
said Forces, for which credit will be givec^at the Itot of the Account of Extraordinari^ for theyear 1815. 

Kotafw«.The Sum of 1,035.247 13s. ffd being the Amount^>f RemitAnces and Advances to other 
Countries, should tfe deducted from this Account, the same being included (n this Account, as rsrall as in 
^eount Appendix I.-^Tbe Expenditure irfthe Army will then be 47.23,172,135 17% 
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APPENDIX (If)—An Account ofi^ ^ewr/i/'PAVMENTS made in Ike Year ended the 
5th Jan. 1816, ^n respect o/L oans, RemittanI^s, a^d Advanchs,'/o treland ami 
other Comitrics. ' * • 


IRELAND. 


£. t. d. 


On Account of Lo.yi, <£.5,^00,000 —54 Geo. • 

3, cap. 76..’.. %./. . 593,268 10 6 

Ditto.9,000,000—55 Get». 

3, cap. 124 .. 6,545,990 11 7 


liOtlery anno 1814,54 Geo. 3, cap. 74. 

Ditto.1815,55,Geo. 3, cap. 73. 


98^49 19 n 
39,583 *6 8 


£. t. d. 


7,139,199 S 1 


^ 137,#33 *6 7 


s. d. 


■ • , AUSTRIA. 

• 

- •« .i^ill drawn on the Treasury to conn- 
plete -he Sum of £. 1,000,000 agreed by j 
the Treaij "rf Topl)tz to be advanced ..! 
Payments tofou^^ete tlieSuni of £■ 972,222 
4r. 6d. thefSum to be advanced pursuant 
• to the I'l-eaty of Cbaumgnt, viz. 

By Bills drawn iiporkthe 

Treasury.£.70,000 0 0 

Remitted by the Commis¬ 
sary in Chief.335,555 11 2 j 


7,27^,032 8 8 


1,735 0 0 


405,555 11 2 


1^796,229 8 8 


Remitted by the Commissary in Chief, 
being the Sum agreed to tie paid under 

the Convention of 29th April 1815. 1,388,888 17 6 

' _ 

• # RUS.S(A. * 

Remitted by Ibe Commissary in Chief, lo 

complete the Sum of 1,250,000 the ^ 

Sum 4t) he advani^ed pursuant to the 

Treaty of ChaimioiiV ..A.. 530,805 7 6 

Ditto, ill part of fhe Siun agreed to be paid « . „ 

under tlu‘ CiiiiventUti^f 29th Apiil 1815 1,111,111 18 ^,0 
Issued in this Country for t^e htaintenance , 

of the Kiissiau I'leet ■. 500|002 % 0 

»-^- 

1 2,VH.919 7 6 

Remitted liy the Commissary in Chief, and i • 
by Bills drawn on the Treasuflry, foi the | 

Russian Proportion of tw^-tbiids of the ' 

Amount of Bdls of Credit ij^ued in 1815 1,099,999 19 

• PRUSSIA. • 

• , 

Remitted by the Commissary in Chief, to |i 
complete the SuinAgrecd to be advanced 
under the Sj^ipplementary Convfntiop 'of* 

29lh June 1814 ...'.. , 555,333 6 8 

Ditto, being the Sum agreed to lie paid nnde%{ • 

the Convention of 29lX April 1815 . 1,388,88% A7 6 

• _A-:-X 

• • . • • 1,744,222 4- 9 

Value of Clothing, &c. supplied by the » ^ * *• 

Commissaiy in Chief . 5fl,232 *3 3 * ^ 

By the Commissicgieni of Victualling . 38,369 *^0 • 

’ . 1,832,823 14 ir ’ * , ‘ ^ 

Remitted by the Commisaff^ in Chief, and ^ ^ * 

by Bill! drawn on the Treasury, for tfte * . ^ 

TTuuian ProfArtion o£ the Amount of • 

BUli of Credit for 1815.. *549,999 19‘ 9i 

. • . • .—13,382,823 14 


3,241,919 7 OJ 
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IIANOVER. * ' ' 

£. s. d, 

Ad%'anced to the Hanoverian Minister, pur 

suanttoTreatlyof 26tli Aufriist 1$15 . 200,000 0 0 

Value of Clothing, &c. supplied by the 

Commigsary in Chief. 6,590 6 4 

SPAIN. 

By Bills drawn on the Treasury. 147,295 18 11 

Value of Supplies furnished by the Com- 
* missioners of Victiialkng . 3S 0 11 

POKTUGAL. 

Remitted bjPtbe Cmnmissnry in'Chief, pur* 
snai^t to Couveulion, dated 2)st January 
1915. - - 

SWEDEN. j 

r _ , ^ -I 

By Bills drawn on the Treasury. 500,000 0 0 I 

Kemitted by the Cooiuiissary in Chief. 21,061 17 ] ; 

FRANCE, f anton of B l'.^> NE, ITALY, and ; 

NETHERLANDS. | 

f ' 

RcinittecPby (he Commissary in Chief .....‘ 50,000 0 0 . 

Value of Clothing supplied hy dittos. 48,152 14 2 < 

, ' •-.'l 

MINOR POWERS, wftjler Engagements j 

■ with the Duke of Wsi.mnoton. 


£■ s. d. 


206,590 6 4 


147,333 19 10 


100,000 0 0 


521,061^17 1 


78,152 14 2 


Remitted by the Commissary >ii Chief 
MISCELLANEOUS. ' 


(.» 1,724,001 8 4 


Value of Clothing, &c. supplied by tKe i 

Commiss&ry in Chief to sundry Foreign . j 

Corps ..*. 64,601 19 6 

Value of Arms, &c. supplied by the Board 
ofOrdnanee....*..«S..‘J. 772,552 17 6 


— '837,1.34 17. 0 

-11,035,247 13 l| 

18,312,280 1 91 


^ s. d. 

Xotal Amount of Pecuniary Aid...,. 10,054,730 3 >4 ^ 

Value of Clothing, &c. su]bplied by the Commissary in Chief . ‘ 169,577 3 3" 

DiUo.Arms, &c. supplied liy th<j Board of'Ordpauce. 772,532 17 6 

Dit^o.Provisionff and NaVB‘1 Stores ... -^8,407,8 5 

, <■' . .f.li;035,24’7 13 JA 


N. The Valuejof all Stippli^ furnistiedlito Foreign Powers being included in the Accounts of Ex¬ 
penditure by (lie Army, Nauy, and Ord^aftcc Departments, the Total Amount of ,snch Supplies 
,alK>ul4, be ded^'.eA^thcrefroin ; but-as it is theHisual practice to repay td the Ordnance and Naval 
PcPi ^ nic nt^ V Value of the Stcjresfo'.iiishr-d by them, by Warrants upon the Paymaster-General, 
the ‘WrariWHisJcj.n may beVuuol.from t>>e Army Expci\ditare. The Value of Supplies furnidied 
bf the Board of Vladnaifce must also be deducted from the TotA^Btpenditure by that Board, as 
they give in their Acediintt the Total Payinfints made by them in each year, and consequently 
when the Vahie of the Stores furnished hy them are repaid by the Paymaster-Gbncral, those Sums 
are^isbursed for other Services, and ff|rain appear in the Ordnance Accounts. The Naval Account 
on ^contrary, comprises only the Money issued from* the Eachetper, add the Expenditure 
thereof. ‘ • „ 
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APPENDIX (K.)‘*--4« Accotmt, showhig hoia the Monies remaining in the Receipt of 
the Exciv^Queb oh the Sth day of January 1815, iogethA* tvith the Monies f aid into 
the same dicing the Year ended the 5th day of January i816, ha'oe bemt actually 
applied ; so far as relates to Miscellaneous Services. 


SERVICES AT HOME. £. d. 

7'ow!^ds defraying the Expense of tfie'Royal Military Colk'ge, 1813 *& 1815 - . 31,45) i lo 

Ditto - Royal Military Asylum, 1815 - . - 27,2.54 4 3 

'towards the Repairs ff{IenT 5 'VII^s Chapel . 3,424 13 4| 

For defraying the Expense of Reiiairs and Works at the King's-Beneb Prison - - 4,493 0 il 

Ditto - Fleet Prison - - - 1,903 0 0 

Ditto - Rolls House Chapel - , - 2,110 0 0 

For Works done at the-Houses of Parliament and Speaker’s House ... 6,590 0 0 

For defraying the Expense of Repairs and Works at tha Mai^halsea Prison - - 107 0 0 

For Iroproveinents of Streets and Places.near Westminster Hall - •• • - 20,486 10 2 

Fr-".’-Improvimeut of the Buildings of the University of Kdinburgl* , _ . 10,0(J() 0 0 

in furtiu' Execution of an Act for making Roads and buMding Bridges in the High¬ 
lands of .Scoilmd, 1814 - - - - - - - 20J300 (f 0 

r-'r repair.hgthe Hoads between London and Holyl^nd, 1815 - - . - 10,000 0,0 

Towafds .'^'raying the Expanse of making an Inland Navigation from the Eastern to * 
the Westt -i^a, by Inverness and Fort William,'1814 & 1815 • - 50,000 0 0 

For defiaying the Expense of building a Peniteiitiaijr House at Milbank, 18L4 & ^15 67,660 0 0 

For defraying the Exp< nse of embanking tli« River Tiiimes in Front of the Peniten- 
{iary House at Miihaiik, 1815 - - 3,000 0 0 

For defiaying the Expense of the Royal Naval Asylum - - * - 25,068 14 11 

For the Impruvemeiit of Hfilyhead llaibour, 1814 - - - - * - 10,00(f 0 0 

For paying the Salaries of certain Officers of the Two Houses of Pailiamcnt, 1614 & 

1815 l^ss'b *0 (1 

For defraying t|)p Expenses incident to the Two Houses of Parliament^ 1815 • - 4,160 2 9^ 

For defraying th^ extraordinary Expenses*incurrcd for Prosecutions relating to the * 

Coin of tins Kingdom, 1814 & 1815 - - - '' I * ~ 4,494 9 2 

For paying the Fe(■.^ on passing Fnhlie Accounts - . _ _ - 4,000 0 0 

For defi.iyiiig ttie Fxpciise of Law Changes . . _ - 10,000 O’ ^ 

For d< Iraviiig the Expeilse attending the couiining, maintaining, and efhploying Con¬ 
victs 111 Home .... - . . - • - 80,694 1 S 

For dWraving Un^Fjtpense of the Pohi:^Office*in Bow-street - - . - 14,383 17 0 

For defraying the t harge of the .Sniierintemlance of Aliens - - - ^ 6,480 10 2| 

For defiaying the Charge«iif Sheriffs, Convictions, and Overpajgnents, 1815 - - 12,000 0 0 

For defraying the ( harge of the Board of Agriculture ... 3,000 0 0 

For defiaMtig the cx^ra CBarge for Ctintingeiicies of the Offices of the Threo Secre¬ 
taries ot Slate, 1814 & 5 - - i . ♦ . - - 25,000 0 0 

For Ditto . . ~ MessCngcis of Ditto, 1815 • - - ,21,800 0 0 

To defray the Fxpcrise of the National Vaccine EsiabHshme^ » - • - 3,000 0 0 » 

To enable th» Tru.-tees of the British Musemn to carr/'on the Trusts reposed in them 
byPailiament 5,580 0 0 

To enable Ditto - . - fuither Ditto • - - - - 1,486 4 10 


To enable Ditto to proceed in making the necessary^ Purchases foi* improving the 
Collection^if Printed Books - * - - - - 1,000 

To enable Ditto to print the CoiRx Alexandrinus . - - - 2,000 

To enable Ditto to preserve and en'argc the Collection of Natural History - - 2.‘'0 

To make Cucnpensation to the Commissioners for distributing the Money stipulated to 
be pai'^by the United Statg); of America, under the Ainrention roadg between his 
Majesty and the said United Slates, among the Pih-sons haviijg Claims tosCouipen- ■ 

sations out of such Moiigy - I5,0('0^ 0 

To m^e a final CompeiAation to the ^ummigsioners for inquiring into the State of , 

* Windsor Forest? in the County of Berks,*and for fsccrtainiug the Boundaries of tlJjSi 
said Forest, and of the lands of the Crown withifl the sitae,for their Assiduity .Care and 
Pains during three Years, m Execution of the Trust reposed in them per Act 46 Geo.3,j 6,0('0 

To defray tht^ Charge of Allowances or Cotnpei^attoDS ft) Captains Hunt, Belson^^* 

Lethem, andilright, in lieu of the Advantsigea they have ceased^to eqfoy as BarraoB 
Masters of the respective Div5^ion8 of the Royal Marines » - " , 7 ~l 2,076 

For paying to Elizabeth Whitfi*ild, only surviving Daughter evthc lajp* Lieutenant I 
fleMj pf the Riiyal Invalid ArtillAy, in consideratidk of ih'l Merit and Exertiov of f 
the said Lieutenant Hell, towards the attainment of tike olfect of preserving'th^l^^^ 
Lives of Shipwrecked Seamen and tfthors - 

For enabling the Trustee! api^Ritcd under'an Act 54 Geo. 3, to purchase h suitaBIe 

Residence and Estate for the Duke of Wttlljngtpn aod flis Heigg - • ^ - 200,000 

For distributing to Ih^Officers, non-commission^ Officer^, and Rgivates, lerving in the 
British Army under the Duke of Welljpgton, in ^ain, jportu^l, and france,.during 
the Years 1809, ISkP, 1811.1812,18l£ and 1814, for Capture* Udeen from the* 

Enemy, and adpromiated to the Public Service - • • 800,000 


- I ii.Ull' 

nant | 
as of I 


- 200,000 


ars 1809, ISkP, 1811.1812,1811 and 
, and aj^ro^^iated to the Public Seivic 


and 1814, for Capture* udeen from the* 


800,000 





e 
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For diRtributinK to the Officers, non'Comniiissioned Offi'>ers,and Privates, serving in the £. s* d. 
Army under Lieut-Gen. Sir S. Aucbmuty'at the Capture of the Island of Java, tor Ord- 
nanceTand Stores taken froirftheJEnrH»y,and appropriated to the Public Service, 1815 MS,000 0 0 
Towards d^raying such Exfutuses of'a civil nature as do not form a part of the ordif 
nary Charges of the Civil List - - . - . 104,466 4 A • • 

To>defray the Charge of printing for the House of Lords, and for printing Acts of 
Parlianie*(U814 - - - '21,000 0 0 

To make good the Deficiency of the Grant, 1814, forfPitto Ditto - . 3,628 14 11^ 

For defraying the Expense of printing 1750 Qopies of the 60th Volume of the Journals 

of the House of Commons, 1813 . - - . . 2;j00 ^0 0 

To make good the Deficiency of the Gra^t 1813, for printing 1750^Copies of t|]ie, 66 th 

Volume of the Journals of the House of Commons, 1815 - ' - • 146 16 7 

For defraying the Expense of printing 1750 Copies of the *67^ Volume of the Jcurnals 

of the House of Commons, 1814 - - - ' - - 2,500 0 0 

To make good the DlfTicicncy of the Grant 1814, for printing 17o0 Copies of the 67th ^ 

Volume of the Journals of the House of Coni>non$, 181,5 - - . 897 16 0 

For defraying the Expense of printing the Votes of the House of Commons , - - 2,248 1 • " . 

To make good the Deficiency of the Grant 1814, for defraying tbu lixpensc of print¬ 
ing llMs, Repoits, and other Papers, by^fJrder of thi^ House of Commons - - 10 

For, defraying the Expense of printing Bills, Reports and other Papers, by Order of ' 
the House of Commons - - - ’ - - - 1 

ToWaids defray ing the Expense of reprinting Six Volumes of the Journals oftt- 

House of Commons, 1814 - - a . _ « *O 0 O 0 

To defraj' the Charge of St^ionary for the Two Hqgses of Parliament, 1814, i '57 J Of 

To defray Bills of fee Usher of the Conrt ofi Exchequer, for supplying the . 
and Offices with Stationary, for keeping in good and sufficient Repair the 
Court; and for the accustomed Fees or Allowances to the several Officers thereof, 

1814^ 1815 *.* - - - - - - - 1,667 14 6 

To make good the Deficiency of the Grant 1813 fiir Ditto, 1815 - - 470 11 8 

To make good the Deficiency of the Grant 1814 for Ditto .... oOO 13 11 
For tile Relief of the poor French Refugee Laity ..... 4,298 2 6 

Ditto - - - , - - - Clergy . ■ - . .’ 1,673 17 0 

I For the Relief of the suffering Clergy and Laity of France, Toulonese, and Corsican 

Emigrants, St. DCl^ingu Suft'erers, and Dutch Kaval Officers, 1615 . - 7,000 0 0 

Forthe Rclie/of the suffering Clergy and Laity of Fiance, Toulonese, and Corsican 
* Emigrants, St. Domingo Sufiareis, and Dutch Naval Officers (further) 1815 . 55,418 9 2 

For Composition to St, Doftiiiigo Sufferers in lieu of Aaiiue^l^ Allowances, 1814 •' 3,5’dO 0 0 

For the Relief of the 1'oiiliinese ^nd Corsican Kmiglants • . - - 7,400 • 0 0 

For the Relief of American Loyalists, I814, 1815 . . . *. 16,500 0 0 

For Protestant'Dissenting Ministers in England - - - . 1,615 14 0 

Ditto.*lrelaiid, 1815 - - - •753 12 6 

'Ib pay Certain small charitable and other Allowances to the Ptfar of St. Martin’s in 
the Fields, ct alia 1814, 1815 -r - - «-* - 1,166*14 10 

To the Governors of Queen Anne's Bojinty for the Augmentalim of the Iti'alntenance 
^ of the Poor Clergy’' . - - , . , - ‘ . - 200,000 0 0 

‘ 7'n defray the Charge of the Superaanuktion Allowance, or Cumpensatidn to John 

Pingo, formerly Assistant Engraver tii his Majesty’s Mi^t - - . 120 0 0 

Ditto . to Joseph Planta, Esq. formerly oqe of the Paymasters of Exchequer 

Bills, 1815 . ^ . - - . 260 13 4 

Ditto - to retired Clerks in the Audit Office - - * 900 0 0 

To pay off certain Annuities after the Rate of Five Pounds per Centim per Annum, ' 
being part of the Aniiiiities granted per Acts 37 and 42 Geo. 3. - ' , • 85,984 19 3 

•-’'.'•r the Salaiies of the Officers, and iucideutul Expenses in preparing and drawing the . 

Lotteries, 1814, 1815 . s- - - - - 0. 0 

To the Chief Clerk in the^ffiVe of the Auditor ofdlhe Exchequer, for his' extra trouble 

in preparing Exchequer Bills, puisnSnt to Act 48 Geo. 3, 1815 ~ - 500 0 0 

For Salaries to the Officers, and incidental Expenses of tlie Commissioners, for the * 

Reductioi! of the Nation^ Debt - . ‘ s- 4,000 0 0« 

For incidental Expenses of the .Acts for the Re^m^iticn of the Land Tax, 1814 * 1,505 18 2 

To make good the Deficiency of the Civil List 0 fi the'« h April, 1815 • - 534,713 0 0 

Bank of Engird, for Discount on prompt Payment to Loan J?,24,0(ll),000, Anno 

1814 - . -, 85,024 12 11 

Ditto . . tor Manag^smefct on^tbe above Loan * • • >19,198 192 

Ditto - - ) for Discount en proMpt^qyment to Loan wff. 7,008.089 3*. 6 d. 

- AnnQ.1815 I - - t 5,60C 9 5 

Ditto - on Loticrms, 1814,1815 - - - i » 1,085 10 7 

Ditto - - .eitto - - * - -V 3,000 O 0 

Ttynake good to h|$ Majq^sty ^ Civil List, Sums issned tbaeout, pugsuagt to Aildresses 
of the House of Colbiprons ~ f - . • - 26,790 8 54 

To make good to Ditto, Sumn >s 8 ued',for Public Services* - - _ - 143,891 1 84 

For pairing off at 5th April 1815, Debentures raised per Acts S3 Oeo.- 3, for which 
NStices had given for that purpose *. -* « ■ a - ^ ^ 
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SERFIChs ABROrW. 

Towards dettafing the Expense of the Civil Eslablishtnents of , .i\ s. 

• Upper Canada, 1814, 1815 . o o 

Bahamas, 1813,1814, 1815 ... 10 U 

Dominica, 1814, 1815 ... n 

Cape Breton • - -■ - * - - 1,J44 0 o 

Priya .Bdsratd fslaud . _ * • ‘2,828 0 U 

Newfoundland • ' - ‘ - - 5,002 0 0 

Sierra Leime . • . . . 14,102 0 U 

Belmuda, rel4 - i- * - * - 961 15 2^ 

)fova Scotia. 1815 - . . - 6,800 0 0 

* ^ew Brunswick - . - - . 6,055 0 0 

ly , New Sooth Wales - - - * - 6,000 0 0 

To defrag the Charge of Maintaining ahd repairing the British ForU on the Coast of 

Africa, n 15 ■- . . .-JO,000 0 0 

To pay Bills drawn from New South ^ales, 1814,1315 - - -• • • 90,000 0 0 

the Charge of his Majesty’s Foreign and other Secret Serviofcs * - 119,11J» 4 6 

X • • .- 

i; * _ • Total - - .e.3,371,i;8 13 *81 


vl-PUBLIC 
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Protest made in the Redemption of the Public Debt Ireland, Funded Great Britain, at February lSl6. 



> I WM. ROSE HAWORTH, ' , * 0. T. GOODENOUGH. 

1816. S ' ’ * • • Secretary, 
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. VIF.—UNPUNDED DEBT. ^ 

• , ' «l* 

An Account of the Unfunded Debt and Demands Outstanding on the 5th Day^^ 
^ of January 1816. 



* Thii narkf i» t& designate that tie whole of the’ Sams Voted w GrairtediliMr igtt beea l^a’id. 

* “ 4 . . ' ' ' 


t 























VIII.— Disposition Grants, 1816. 


SERVICES— continued, ' 

^ ' 

To make good Ae Engagements which his Majesty has 
' 'k entered into with the Emperor of Austria, Emperor of 

Kiiskia, and King of Prussia..... 

To enable his Majesty to carry into execntidn the Con* 
ditions of a Contention with the Kinjg^^^wraen, dated 

tSe l^h day of August 1814 . 

To enable his Majesty to make good SnSaidiary Engage! 
meats entered ioTo ^ith Porf ign Powers previous to th‘4 
Year 1815. 


T9 make good -the following Sums, which have beep 
issuedvit the Receipt of the Exchequer, out of his 
Majesty’s Civil I,iBt Revenues, and which are direAed 
to be paid,without any Fee or q^ber Deduction what¬ 
soever : 

^ . ' 

To make good the like Sum which has been issued by his 
Majesty’s Orders, pursuant to Addresses of the House 
of Commons, and whieb has not been made ^od by 

Parliament . : . 

To make good further Sums issued pursuant to Do.. 

To make good the like Sum issued to several Persons dor 

• Public Services, aud which have not been replaced by 

* Parliament .......’.. 

To make good further ,a .Do.Do.Do.. 

To make good the like Sum heretofore paid out of the 

Proceeds of old Naval Stores ... 

To make good further.Do.Do.Do......... 

To make good the like Sum which has been applied fur 
Parliamentary Services, or Services of a Public de¬ 
scription . 

To make good further . Do a*a«*s Do . Do . I 

• ^ • 

For dffrayiifg the Charge of the Civil Establishments 
Under-mentioned: viz, • • * 

• 

mQf the Bahama Islands, in addition to the Salaries now 
~ . paid to.Aka Public Officers out of the Duty Fund, and 
other incidental Cl^rges attending the same; ^om 
the Ut day of daiiuary to the Snt day of December 

T81 5 ................ 

Do...Bermuda or Somers uland% ..irom Do...to.,.Doi,.|. 

Do...Dominica..From Do...to..So... 

Do.. .Upper Canada.ffomJDo.. .to. ..Do..'. 

Do-..Nova Scotia...froiirinDo...to...Do... 

Do...New Brunswick.from Do...t(I...Do... 

Do...Cape Breton.w...from Do...to..,1>o... 

Do...St. .lohn, now called Prince Edward Island, from 

Do...to...Do...... 

Do...New South Wales.from Do...to...Do... 

Do...Sieya Leone...from Do...to...]^... 

Do...?lewfoundland . a .from Do...to.. In... 

For defraying the Expense of maintaining and rdpairiag 
ihe British Forts on-the Coast of Afrjpa } tor tlie Year 

1815 .....•.aw. 

For defraying the Cbairge of the Royal ^ilitarybCbllege, 
from the 25th 497 of Oeceipber 1814 to Ae,24tfi day 

June l^^nth incia|i!r&l«iiig m^bys.... 

To compIR^lM Slim reqairq£|^.;ulji^'^.fiiofL the 25(b 
day of December 1814 t(i'utroMKhtJ,l^ qf December 

1815, both inclusive, beingS04aye... 

For defrayingkttie Charge of t^ Royd ifijiitary Asylum 
at Chelsea, from the SSth dw of Deeeqaber 181,4 to 
the 24th day of June 1815, bo^ inclusive, 
days we «eeeiWww*»ew»ewwew»nweye4e4»e»ae»i444|y>>eer»»4aa«^<^»»*»yJ 
To complete the Sum requiitd for a«*eX)Oew«* .front thef] 
X95th ^y of lumber 1814 to the 84tb day of 
.. eemher ^15, Doth mcluaive, being 365 days 
To defray tlie probable Anioont oi 1^^ drswp oir to be 
dfawnfnHp NetSoot^Walet, for tbe'Tear 1515 • •«••• I 


SUMS rated or Griated. 

30 


SUMS rilii. 


df. •*. d. 


Jit d. 


5,000,000 0 0 4.n7^'/7'; 15'6 jr 


1,000.000 0 0 


'yiD.ooo 0 0 f 


1,451,056 8 3 1,451,056 H 3 


>1,932 9 2 
14,857 ^9 3J 


68.357 7* 55 
58,767 14 lOi 

4,344 14 9 
3,933 1 1 


6,681 18> « 
1,806 5 0 


• 

^ 26,790 8 -Si ^ 


•> 143,891* I 


• 3,301 10 0 

• 1,023 0 8 

r • «00 0 ‘0 
0 0 
13/140 0, 0 
6,055 0 0 

2,194^ 0 0 

3,828»<F 0 
12,787 15 0 
15,760 0 0 
5,4^0 0 0 

* • • 

Sllbiy 0*0 

14,000* 0 6 


3,150 0 0 f 
. £99 IS lOjf 

241 3 2|t 
8,000 0 0 t 
6.800 0 0 t 
6,055 0 0 
1,200 *0 0 
' ,* 

\ 3,826 0 0 
, 12,000 0 0 + 
fi.ooo ar" 0. + 
5,080 * 0 0 


jo.offo 0 0 


,000 0 6 1 

yw 3J,W 0 


’ ,* 0 7 

#1 . ■ , * 1 

# ' 13,338 14 3 

80,000 0 0 


Of . 


I " , • 



) 

V 27,254 *4 3 + 


, 80,000 0 0 

/coKlinued^A 
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tk 


"1 

sons Voled or Cranted. 

ft 

SUMS I’aid. 

X 

^£9 s* d, 

F 

cfl'* dm 

, 146 16 7 

146 16 7 

0 0 

2,500 /) (It 

• * t. 

. t 

, ' • 

1 

10,000 2 9 

■ 10,000 2 9 

« 

•r 

‘ 16,000 0 0 

16,000 0 0 

6 , 00 b 0 0 

% 

- * • + 

*2,500 0 0 

2,248 11 2 f 

3.628 14 14 

• 

3,628 14 11^ 

*2l,0i)6 0 0 

19,1)00 0 0 t 

3^500 0 0 

3,500 0 0 

•ft 1,380 0 0 

' 1A^5 0^ 0 t 

• '4*200 0 0 

V60 2 9|t 

12,000 0 0 

» 12,000,. 0 0 ; 

/ 

. 

« 

77^283 5 g< 

» 67,800 0 (Ft 

14*000 0 0. 

14,000 0 0 

4 


5 , 000 ' 0 0 

4,000 0 0 f 

ft 20,000 0 0 

10,000, 0 0 t 

4,000 0 0 

• 4,000 0 0 

2,000,000 0 0 

2,000,000j 0 0 


SERVICES—co)^‘R«e<fy, 


.the Vournals of the House of Commons 


sion 1813} anl^whiuh may be incarred in 18^.. 
'owards making good the deficiency of the Graft c 
Vear 1SI4, fur defraying the libtpenseof pfintAig 
Reports, and other Papers, by Order of the Hou 
Commons, daring the last Session of Parliament... 
'o defray the Expense«of printing Bills, Reports 
Other Papers, liy Order of the House of Comi 
during the present Session of Par]i(ment...4.h 


Commons^in the Year 1815 .......A. 

To defray the Expense of .printing the Vc 
Houilb of Commons, during the present 
Parliament.... 


Sessioh 


SA^ion of Parliament, for defraying the Charge 


of Parliament. 


fur the two Houses of Parliament; for the She 
Clerks of the Peace, anh Chief Magistrates throug 
the United- Kingdom, and for the acting Justices 


the House of Lords; for the Year 1815.( 
To defray the Charge far Stationary for tl 
‘ of P^liament; for the*Vrar 1815.. 


of Parliament; for the Year, 1813 ... 

To pay the Expenses incident to the two Houses of Pap 

liament; for the Year 1815.... 

To be paid to Shnifis for Convictions of Felons, and 
Overpayments; for the Year 1315... 


taining and employing Convicts at Home; ioi 

Year 1813.*... 

To defray thewExprnse of^tbe Public OffiA,.lB^*stKet; 

for the Year 1815.‘. 

For defraying the Expenses that may tie incurrer 
Prosecutions, &c. relating; to thS^Coin of tiiis King¬ 
dom . 


1815. 


the Year 1815. 

For. discharging Interest on Exchequer Bills 
One huriUr^th part of the Sum IVenty-six Millions 
of Exchequer Bills, autl)priasd in the lest Session*of 
Parliamegt to be issued chaifhd.^upon the Aids 
granted ip tb^resent Seiision e further Sum of 
Ten thousand PouDitf in re^ 
issued iJJr virtue of wo Acts .of the 53d Year df^ 
present Majesty's ^gn; ai^ that Uie said 
Baking together the Sum of Ttm hundred an^Scventi2»| 
thousand Pounds, be*isioed a^^^id by equal Quar- 
Payments td the Oovemor^and ^diDany of the 
c ^ Eng lsmd.*to be I 9 them placed m the'Account 
d?r the R^uetton of the fla- 
tliMxi l>ebt; the 'Tepr ending the ef Feb. 

1816 Mil,.It >.fta• ..Mat... A..,* 

For defsaying the FjctrsF Charge for J^Mftulgers of three 

Secretaries of State, for thb Year 1613, «i..ft. 

.for Conti&gencienM Do..:...Do. 

For defi‘qyiB||.4|ie Charge of the Supbrimendenee of 
MMilpIngda theProviBons of n Act paned I 




« a 






•*sio,oDo ^ 0 


S9.000 

21,000 


V. 


V 


S'70,08D 0 0 

fil.SOO 0 0 f 
• 21,000 0 0 


• , famtinued.} 
























Vin.—DiaTOSitAoN o» Ghaktb, 1816. * 


SERVICES— continued. 

in the 4S^^,§r of the reign of his present Majesty; 

for the Year 1815. 

Yo make good the deficiency of the Grant for the YeM* 

1813, to defray Bills of the Uslier of th^A^ourt of 

Exchequer for supplying the Court andOficcs vqth 
Stationary, for keeping in gooU a|)^<^^^ent Repar. 
tfte saM Court, and foi^the accust^iid Fees or AlIowV 
ances to the sevryal.OBicprs thereof ...f 

To make good tlie deficiency ef the Grdnt fbr the Year 

1814, for.r.... Do..*Do. 

Tqdefray Bills of..'.Do..'.Do.1815 

To meikiii^uod ibe deficiency of the.Grant for the Ye« 

1814, idr printing 1(750 Copies of the 67th Volum%of 

the Journals of the Hpuse of Commons. 

For dcfrayiit^ his Majesty's Foreign and other Secret 
Services} for the Year 1815.y... 

The follo«ing*SERVICES are directed.to be paid, 'tKth. 
out any Fee or other Deduction nhatsoeverc 

To enable his Majesty to grant Relief to such bf the 
Suffering Clergy and Laity, of France, Toulonesc, and 
Corsican Emigrants, Saint Domingo Sufferers, afid 
Dutch Naval Officers, who may heretofore have re- 
* ceived Allowanoes from his Majesty,, and who teay 
nut have been enabled* to return to their own Countries 
in the'course of the present Year; or who from Ser¬ 
vices performed, or Losses sustained, in the British 
Service, tqay have |pecial Claims on his Mtyesty’s 

Justice or Liberality.. 

To make Compensation to the Commissioners appointed 
under the Act of the 43d year of his present Majesty, 
for appointing Commissioners Yir distributing the 
Money stipulated t« be paid by the United States of 
Ameftca, dnder the Convention made between his 
Majesty and the United Statesp.i|i|p>ngtheTersons 
having ClaiiA (S (^mpensation out m such Money... 

paying off, on the 5(h day of April 1815, the Deben* 
xures rfttsed in pursuance of two Acts of tlta 53d year 
of bis present Majelty, for gi||nting Annuities* to 
sqlisfy certain ^xche^er Bills, and for raisiojg Monej 
by Debentures for toe ^Service ofo Great Britain, for 
which Notices have beei^ gitfon J>y sundry petsons 
signifying their desiiC to ^ave payment thereiff in 

Money.X.. 

To pay Dne half Year’s Intereswto the 5th day of April 

1815, on the Sum raised by Debentures, in pursunnee 

of two Acts of the 53d year of his present Majesty, 
for grafitiiig Annniti^ to eatisfy certain Exchequer 
Bills, and for uising Money by Debentures for the 
Service of Gfeu Britain, which have not been funded 
or pi^d<*ff ...... 

For paying One half Year’s interest to the. lOtb^ay of 

October 1815, on Do...Do • 4* ‘<%e««444f taoka I 

For paying off and discliargingtOn the dt^ay of April 
1815, certain Annuities, grakea by bwActa of the 
S7th and 42d years of his present Mqjesty.a.t.,*..«.... 
For Do......^Hf?...Do..... on tbeYbthsday of Oc¬ 
tober ..a 

To defray theKxpense oC Woriv aq^epajpi dqde at the 
Fleet ^'ison,from the 6th day df’Jiiiiuary ft 14, to tlie 

5th day of January 1815 .... . 

....at the Mhrsbalsed Frison,ff'rom 

Do .......wtO Do.,.4,.f 

To Do...>..Do..L.,ai the King’s Bench Fris<^, jrn]n& 

Do;.to Do...... ... I 

.To Do.«.D&.M>»at uo BoUe" CboMl, kc. ftoln 

. 

Yo D6*.*«.t7^,it,t,Db.ii,|}.‘ii^ tlta two lfoiia|iL^if..^arliAiiht>i^t 

ahd Sfteikeift Hovie, QxM ilo 


• SUMS Vofcit or Granted. 
_y_Si- 

/ t £. .r. d. 

7,SS8 3 '4 


470 11 8 

299 13 11 
2,178 14 6 


•897 16 
35^0* 0 


SWIV10 rBIIOn 

£, f S. l/.. 

6,000 0 0 f 


470 11 8 

299 13 11 
1,442 5 0 


897 16 0 • 


15,t)00 0. 0 


15,000 a, 0 


15(000 0 0 


15,000 0 0 




4,JfO 0^0 


4.500 0 0 


19,797 10 0 

#, 

19,58i 8 > 




,36,187 5 8 
; i$;797 13 7 

• ' • 1,^, 0 0. 


\ v< ■ 

j---<J9'48^10 0 

¥* : ' • • 

> 85,934 19 3 

• < 

, •' t.,^03 0 

. '.flW 0 0 

s ’* 4,493 g 0 

2,110 0 0 , ’ 

6,590 •0;©+' * 

(continvd.) ^ 

* ' \ 











































VIII. —DisposiIion of Grants, 1816. • 


SERVrCKS—c(,n/i«Berf. , 

formitj Rpcommendation of the Select jhm~ 

• inittee of the Houiie of Commons, bjr their Rtt^Lpf 

Slstday of May 1810. 

For carrrin^ on in the Year 1815, thtf Improve»nU cf 

flolvheail Harbour . .. ...#..A 

For ^frayini; the expense ot^^InlUfnkin^' the Rivei 
Tbimes*in the Front ^ the Penitentiary House at 

For defraying th&Exppise of liirildings/tTt (he Mint.| 

For the Board of Agriculture.., 

To hp applied in repairing the Kftad between London and 
Holyh?'\;l by CtieaterJand LondotLiand Bangor Ferry 

by Shrewibury, for tbf Year 1815^.,.^ 

To defray tli^^harste of or Compensations 

to Capta!n<^Iiint, Bel-on, Letham and Bright, in lieu 
of the adraiitages thg^have ceased to enjoy as Bar¬ 
rack M isters*of tlie respect ire Divisions ^of Royal 
Marines, from tli^st day of October" 1813 to the 2d 

day of June 1815....*. 

For the* Improvement of the Buildings of the University 

of Fxlinburgh.... 

For tbe beRer enabling the Trustees appointed unde/ 
“ An Act of the last Session of Parliament, fir settling 
and securing an.Anniiity tgi itrthur Duke of Wfel- 
*' lington, and his Mleks, and for empowering the 
“ Lords \if the Treasury to advance out of the Conso- 
“ lidated Fund of Great Britain, a Sum of Money to 
“ purchase an Estate itf order to accompany the said 
“Titlej" to’ iarry into ettect the provisions of the 
said Act, with respect to the purchasing a suitable 
Residence and Estate th e Duke o f'Wellington and 

his Heirs.......;.r..'rRi. 

To be distributeftMo Mny Officers, Non-ymmissioned 
OfficeiF and *yrivatps,serving in the British Army 
unib.’' 'he DnlV^ Wt«ington, in Portugal, ^paia, and 
France, duiiirflUTfeafs 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, 
'“."*13, and 1814, for futures taken fioiii the Enemy, 

’aud-apprdpriated tefthe Public Service... 

To be distribute to th* Officers,^on-commissionesl 
Oii\^crs, and Prl^ates,^servmg innhc Army lyider 
jLieutenant-Geiieral Sinaaiuel ituc^nly at the Cap- * 


SUMS Votes or Graated. 


20,486 10 

N2,0C(b 0 


20,000 


10,00t» 


20,43^10 ^ 

5,Oo{^0 0 t 

y 

3,000 0 0 f 

- - t 

3,000 0 0 

. .“JtTooo 0 0 


^,076 1 9 

10,000, 0 (T*. 


200,000 


«C|p,000- 0 

■/ : 


ture of ibe Island of Ja\a^ for flrdiance and Stores 
taken from the Kneiny, Aid aoiiropriated to the Puwic 


aenrop 

Sendee.^.. 

To make good the Deficiency of \ie CivirList on the 
5th day of April, 1814 (should have been 1815) 

To enable his Majesty to provide for such Expenses of a 
civil nature as do not furm»a part of the 8>rdinary 

Cliarges of the Civil List.-. 

To enable his Miyelky to pay the same to the Governors 
of the ^rtmty of Queen Anne, for the Augmenlatioib 
rf the Maintenance of IhC Poor Clergy, according to 
the rules and regulations by which the Fun^ of'tbat 

Cor^ratioD are govern^ .aa.A. 

I To enable bis Majesty \o make prefrisiopTa^e Apg> 

* mentation of the Maintenance of the poorer ^lei^y of 
Scotland, to be JiMtd and applied i^su^ to the 
provisioiMAf^myAct of Acts to beltiessed for that 

To be paid to Elizabeth Whitfigld, only surviving daugh¬ 
ter of the late Lieuiraant Bell, of the Royal Invalid 
Artillery, in conside^iw of th» merit and. exertjpns 
of the said Lieutenam Bell, towards the attainment of 
the object of presaging the lives o£ Shipwrec||gdMmF 

men and others...• I 

For defraying jy^eClMmn fli<l ^penses of^eparing 
and duMpgFtnm^tteries, 1815 ; and in 

Tich rai aad for nAking out Certfficates ip Imu tKrpf 




534,713 


200,0«0 


200,000 Oi^O 

\ ' 


800,000 0 0 


148,000 0 0 
,534.71j^ 0 




1^08 19 


Uoo.Uoo.Q .0 




/Voyt. XXJtlVa’ Ap^pndix. 


.. j 

^penses of^eparing /*. y ** 

15; and RA^kiag-in 1^'•* 
ftifica tes ip l^ u ^^1^15,000 0 0 




. 500 0 0 

8,000 0 0 f 

(tCHiinuiii.J * 


• # 
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PARL. ACCOUNXsJLgreat BRiTAru. 
- : ---«- fl 


-X- 


•/ ( SERVICRS— 

.... * \ 
Exchequer Bills ili part jttt8,440,9(p re- 
mainjpktiiifuiiili-d nf .f" fi,0lj0,000 ani* 
ritised^-^' Acts 64 Geo. 3, cap. 'J9 and 
excess bafoiid .£.4,5<)0,000 EAcheqtrfcr Bill# graiiVpd 
per Act 55 Geo. 3, cap. 148, for pSfyment thjfreof.... 


t 


SUMS VaMd or Cnntcd. 


SUMS raid. 


d. 


.3,940,900 fO 0 




5,940,900 0 0 f 

-4r- 


85,281,940 13 ’79,037,'r9ri 2 + 




f The Total Remaining^ be Paid is .f.4,C^4,144 11 10|. 


Papnatts for other SehvicSs, not bpngpart of the SupplUo C>y-nted Jor the Henm. e 
, ' the Year. 


James Fisher, E&q. on his Salary for additional trouble in preparing Excheqher Bills, 

isf ursuant to Act 48 Geo. ^ cap. 1. 

tl>® Office of the Commissioners fo(^ Reducing the National Debt . 

Bank oftEngland, for Management on Life Annuities . 

Expenses in the Office of jlie Coipmissioncrs for Uie Redemption of the Land Tax ... 

Bank of England, tor Discount on Ia>aii d6\36,00o,000 .. . 

Ditto fo(‘Discount on Lotteries .. 

Ditto for receiving Cuntribotioiis to Loan ,£.36,000,000.. 

Ditto (sr^itto to l^an .£.7,008,089 3r. 6d, being the amount of Siibscript.oiis in 

* Money on tCxchequer Bills funded.. 

Dittu for Ditto to Tditteries*... 

^ Expenses of printingtBills of Credit. 

« For l^e purchase of tlid'Duke of Giafton's Annuity, in lieu of n-.i'-os of'!'^”i“igc 
..jjiii^ I'blleMgc of Wines. I .K 

/ V. * 


£. s. d. 
500 “••0 0 
4.000 0 0 
■’798''3 7 

1,261 2 0 

281,:m 3 9 

8S1 3 7 

28,800 0 0 


; 5,606 9 :> 
2,000 0 0 
1,764 17 o 

86,43.5 7 0 




‘ f5= 


‘4t3,4U 11 10 


lit . '- = T 


. • I / 

Wavs aiiU MeahA forttanstecrinir the c/otr/ww'’df-i'Hv' 

,-sjiiifc*' ^ to a 

. • *. ** I- ^ , e 

*Diity on Malt, Sugar, 'Tobacco V!ilS7|^and oil Pensions, Offices, &<i? coihiiiued ' 




t 


.Surplus Consolidated Fund. 

War Taxes .. 

Profi^ ifsjjtteriei 

jVlCW^aris^ fdfa\ the Sale of Old Naval and Vutualling Ssrtres ; incluiliii:; 

.£*59^1^ 6^0 be acaiujj^cd for to Ireland, being flie Irish Pioporkori th’ rrof 
15Sn per Actg^Geo. 3, cap. 124, part of dC.SOjOOOjOOO, the rcmaiiulcr hciug I'oi 
g tlje SecffiraTThfjSt^nd 


hite of Credit... r. 


'feA^er Bills . . .... 

I Rvjji b,y.SnbS5:.,4^.'Rar^M':,K^ on Exchequer Bi^ls fivcded per Act 5.5"Cii'o. 3, 

ca(f.^4...?.. 

Vo*cd from Aids ¥814, ‘ ‘ .. 

N funded 

tirolieqjier Bills cBt.rged i 
Interest on Land Tax red 

l>illo.D'tto.. 

Pay meals by T!'e)aii,d oi 


-^1 


w,t the 






Amount o? Sums precede Acgjitqjt 

l*ayments for Services uqt votq4 

Ways and Means, as above .. 


Amount of Exebequ^' *>11® cbargcrl thereon, 

■ »«a«Ba>«a«<asaae|a^<e fe^ •• • •a«*««a*e«*«a*ata*Beaa ••>•?••• 

815, that werq^fiAidq(l 

Money ..5*., 

jk *•• •.- 

lint Contribution to 


.LA28 17 4; 

. >. . 0 

f.'j^plies, 13J5. llDOO;dOO 0 Q 


Deficilncy of W|ys aM Means 





£. s. d. 
3.000,000 0 0 

3,ooo,(;()o. 0 0 

22,000,l'00 0 0 

';(.(|.833 6 8 

759,976 0 0 

27,000.0('0 0 0 
6,00l»iUy0 0 0 

7,008,089 3 6 

a 

«,8I-2,400 0 0 
6,280,100 0 ,1) 
I,.528 17 4J 


79,128,927 7 64 

a 

83,281,940 13 IIA 
413,444 II 10 


■‘■C.5^'95..385 5 94 

.,f'¥9,tis?i.S.^e 7 04 


4,566,4i-7 18 , 3 

• ■ .' L- 

































VIII.—DrsposiTi^ OP Geants, 1816. 


'he Sums under it^nfioned were granted iyfl815, but were not for the Service, of 

*• ^^tke Year, V ** • f / ^* 


?, 12,500,000, in Exchequrr Bills, weft authorial to it. raised, by Act 
like Amount is^^ied per ActA54 Wo. 3, ttap. 18 afl»L.39. 


:t 55 Geo. 3, cap. 4,iS»fay ojt the 




/he Su*M 
Taxes fi 
Means 


in Exchequer Bill'sj aujfcorizeci to bebised by Act 55 Gqp. 3, cap. HP^to pay oiT the 
like Amuulk issued per AcC 54 Geo. 3, cj|i. 60. ^ 

in F.xrjieipieniyils, were aphorized to he raise^ by Act 55 Geo. 3, cap. 148, to he applied 
in.|tart Haymentof .£.^^lt),900, rpmaii|ng unfunded of .£.6,000,000, and £.3,v)OO,000 
Excheqiltir Hills, raisej/per Acts 54 Gcj.^, cap 'll) and 188; leaving .£.3,940,900, to < 
. be paid of tht 'Wjrif, and Means of IhlYear. 

B Susn of <£.15,000^10, wayxMmrised by Act 55 (Ipo. 3, cap. 181, to be artjJjej^^t of the M'ar • 
'axes foi^he Servicejif 1314^n/ the like^Aniouiit j-a-s authorized to be paitrou^Tthe Ways a»ul 
ileans 18^^ to discharge Uxcl^jiier Hills for the Service*uf Ike Tear 1814. 


r</S um/ remaining io he Paid. • ^ 

• 

'.xehequer Bills, ^^I’getf on Aids 1815 ..*... 13,128,500 0’ 0 

iranSvremuminglo be paid, as per preceding Account . 4,244,114 

’’o Pa y Lott ery frizes, 1815 ..i.*.. 390,‘i0^0^0«, 

'o bwffliAked talreland, on Account of I.otteries, 1816 .f... 90,83;^T^^ 

litto.to Dxto, to complete £.9,000,000.1.030 1815 ....,. 


to Dxto, tocompletc £.9,000,000„[.oaa 1815 ....,. l,454,0(tb 8 5 

J < • ' • ' - 

SuM.s remai/ung in the Exchequer, and io be Raised. • 24,307,183 6 ii§ 

. X 1^ - r—. 


124,301,183 6 11§ 


In tlie Lxebequer. 


To be Raided. 


Var Taxes .. 11 

/ote of Credit . 

Xian £^6,00^5 o . 

Surplus Consoli&ted Fujil . 

2^ from Consif dated Fund, being the 
>Jcficienf^ mlde good »t 5th .lanuary 
IsTni; out gf Bjbys and Means 1815 
nterost' on I^mdy’ax, redeemed 1% 

Mbney.. 

litto by Stock ...T^T..?......T 


931,129 16 3J 12,038,249 fT*9 


£liiu uy OLUUK. ... 

)ue from Ways and Mqjins ^lo, in* 
part of £.18,694,100, autho^zed to 
be Advanced out of Aids 18 k fur 
Services 1816... 


^,2T4’92 


1,395,900 0 0 

1,421,45^ 7MI 
3^,250 0 0 


\ 604,945 


23 5 10| 


<82,658 14 0| 


2/? 15. 4^ 

1,000.0 01 


2,272,579 11 6f 11,468,149 17 2 f 
2,212,509 >1 6f 


I ifcficioncy of Ways and Means 


, 4,^6,431 






















BAllL. ACffOUNTS—lttELAKO 


I.—PUBLIC OP IRELANDS 

FOR TUB YEA^ ENDIKG |rFTH JANUARY, 1816 


An Account of the Ordinary Reve'iues and Ex’fRAoftDiNArfy Resources con 
stiluting the Vvskic Income ^^IkssLand. ' 



49rftinarp mmnuc. 


CUSTOMS . 

ByCISE . 

•STAMPS-. 

i>OST'OFFICE .f.. 

Fovmdage Fees . 

Pelu Pegs. 

CASVALttEB .A. 


jF, s . </. 
2,764/591 19 4| 
4,509,907 17 If 
\761,308 14 10^ 
•264,948 2 2J 
26,256 19 6| 
‘5.251 7 lOf 

3,701 6 0 


^ Total Ordinary Revenue. 8,335,936 7 Of 

tf^Ftraortiinarj? Qe^ourte^. 

< FroiR the Comniisbixifcrs of the Navy in 

Rritr'in, on Aeouunt of Advances " 

made by/several (iollecAorf fn lieland, 

for Seamen’s Wages' ..a. 82,^68 3 9f 

F« ii.C^aymaster General ofsOreat Bri¬ 
tain, on account of Advances made by 
several Collectors in Ireland for Half-^ay 
to redfced Officers, Pensions to Officers’ ^ 

Widows, Sec. on the British Estaldish- 

ment ..Li**" * 10,416 2 24 

From Gregt Britain, hehigj#, . >he 

, Profit on Lot teiies fof 1814 ”-<«l 106,437 9 11 

From several Comity Trfia,urei^.,^,i i-r 

Receiver General, on amount A Aiivl^.-e ' f 

made by ihii ^TT;-»'uiy for, improving 

■ j‘T5nPfefpWs in ficianri!.*.. • 42,128 9 fij 

Froi^^4^^< guilty Treasurers, per the , 

*35y*GMeral, on dlxociit of Advances 
/*>• l»^00»Sy raW %£asury for b’lil^ing Gaols 8,433 6 8 


7,128,607 5 3* 


^!hr of I'he Loats... 

h, < 

CJIxcheoaer. in the 


... / *>• •O'' 6’'>l 


. 

Total, ricjodi^^^i Wr . 

..V' 

«eoai«^, ' ‘ tv OuhJi.. •’ . Com ‘ 


* 10,416 2 2jj 

,1 

166,437 9 11 

f 

• 42,128 9 65 

« 

8.433 6 8 
26,734 _0 2i 

8,612,703'*19 4J: 

J'"*' 

h, 05-.,64" 0- Of 

—^--- -j,— 

l9,704.,v2'‘l9^,/>5 

! 0 0 
13,695 9 0 



A 

H 

106,437 

9 

n 

42,128 

/ 

9 

H 

8,433 

6 

8 

20^734 

0 

2} 

,405,324 

17 

H 

,091,689 

0 

pi 


1,207,37'’ 1 '91M8,497.013 17 '8 


. 


. X,064 7 8 
53^,4 9f 
' 2 4^ ‘lb 0 

^ ?8,7lA7l3 9J 

- i —jV 

^ *',157'19‘ 85 


1 

m « 

1 

0 

0 

- • -»■ 

13,695 

9 

0 

'V 

2.264 

7 

8 

3.743 7 b 

'• 2.782 

12 

H 

• L 2,515 

jbr"3’ftC:^,tjP655 

10 0 

9 n| 


9 45 


1 (',546,92 






































(Irelaivs) 



liss 
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PARL. ACCOjPNTSic-IitBLAND. 


III.—ARREARS VnD BALANCES 
.- . / 

Balances tbe 5th Jan. J816, from decA*ffc, —cn.„i 

Ditto. .^aU*.Ditto .. 


r. rf. 

Collectors of Customs 14,286 1 5Ji 

..Excise 197,694 12 if 

Collectors^. 7U,;il4 2 Of 


An Account of^ the ^Value o/" all 1mpo/ts into, and all'sExTOKT^ from Ireland, 

Three Years, ending 5th Janua^f^^G. ^ 


• (f MCIAL VAI.UC, 


endin g.Atli January 1814*'.. 

0815.. 


. oi*nciAi. vAitri^or /- \ 

lA^PORIX. Irish Piotluc. ^ * on-Vn and CoIoni.iI 

*Manuf«c(urcs hinr >>Ntf^rchaiii{}isc IiaXiiortcu. 
___L._- 

£. s. d. £. s. "S. ' \.£. s.^. 

. 8,417,060 8 7 6,822,095 5 Ji f36,576 6 

1815 . 7,2N),043 2 11^ 6,558,103 19 4| ISl.SX-iJ^ Ci 

1816 . 6,106,877 12 5| 6,742,905 5 2 i'J0,2l7 17 Oj 


Note.—The real Value of Irish Produce and MauuHictures ICxporied iirihu Year e^iiigV 

the 5th (If Jan. 1816, chmputed at the Averasrc Prices current amounted to of. 12,164,50.') 7 

-^. 

>t.a J.I.A xr._ 7.__ ...r xr-o „ o. -’jh ja- a _ ^ .x '. 


— 

' . V 

Year ending pui .Tanuary 1814. 


TT */ 2,06'2 

46 1,973-^ 

.36,/ -*is-«r 


An ‘Account of the loUh the Arvoiint ^J?!«^»^'onnagf„ and 

^Number o/’^en An^cmploijed in Namgapng^ the same, which be¬ 
longed to the several Port^ ^' '^atAND. on the tiOth q£*'September 1816. 


















































V.—PlTBiaC^ExiiyDITURE, 1816. • 

• .,y.—PUBLIC ^PENDIXURE. 
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-ImlamV. 


. hftei*3 • PARL.~ACCcb|lT^I*ttA»». 

' (A.‘ 1.}— Monies aaid out of the Recei^iftke^Exchequer, in the Year ending the sf 
18t6, towards d^ro^qgthe fkarge^he Public Fundbu^mBT qflRELASD* 



[A. 2.}-^^'otal Amount of.the Sums qduallu received b§m\^Pfr!!!missiafir& 
Riduction of ihe National Debt, in the ^lear ending i\ ^ J^m, 1 


by mb^^^f^missi^rs for the 
nding i\ t, J(’m, 1816. 

In Ornt Britain. | ' In Ireland. • 


£, S, d- 

Annual Infie. • 

Expired Annuities....< - . . 

Appropriat^pn of I pei^ Cent, per Annum on Loans since 1797 1,036,^17 1 0. 

Appropriation of £,i per Cent, on annual Amount of Excbc> 



Interest on Debt of Ireland re'dcemed 


1,036.717 1 0 4?,l,^'08 0 9 

481,632 10 10| 281,193 3 3 


712,201 4 0 



(B.)—/jjiereif on Exchequer Bills, with the Payments madh in thfi y»mr^j^(fim 
f the 5th Jan. 18115 *to the 5th Jai^ 1816. ‘ » *' 


Ti^re remain*cd lit^rest Si 

Cbar^ for Interest at £.b per 
On £. 293,750 from 25th SeptI* 
sff. 1,200,a®*.. 


unelaiiped on the 5th,JaKuary 1815... 

to 25th Mar('l^815, («h/i paid off) 
o 24th June 1CT5. J. . 


13 3 II 


30,000 < 


m 


On £. Jti&Otk f^n 25ih September 1814, to 25th September... 

On ^^35^^0 from Do.*,....^.to Do.. \ ... 

1,200JUi|^^^^24th June 1845 to 24th December. 

^ 7 |p^ff*^«anary 1815 to 5tb January ISlC, when paid off..... 

{i/terest unclafmAf jSn'tlie 5Ui Janbary 1816.^...,^. . 

J/* 7 t vt 

I T^ymenU for jfnbaresro jt j^hegucr Bills in tlyJSiaTtQlhe 5(h Jan. 1816 


13 2 11 


IJ 9,843 15 0 



__ ending the Bth' January 1816, fdhdf e^seo teraS^ 
'h^Siroice of IrfSLAiV ^ 


f5,878 11 a| 

6,616,985 9 115 
'' 42 0 0* 
.«00 0 0 
1 6 
























































































IxsJilliJ • PAlll.' A€CC^KrS^lll*3E,ANI>. DxXXl^ 

(F. 2.)—^unl t>f Paymtnts out of ih^l(£venue of Excise for Bounties, 

«> AkmyV Reserve, Da#EHTE«s' Wa^iants, S^c. in the Yiar ending the 5lh of 
being Payments ifiHhe natu\qf Anliciyatio'h of ExJieqij/r Receipts. 


Itiiuntit’H til Sf^tl Kct^ilei'ii on Sale Malt l.iqiiora 
Payineiilii fur ...^. 

, - , - aVv of Itfserva .*..t... 





- - rorUUcaiioiKs _ 

Compensation for Spirits Warehoused 

^_ . _ / _ ^ ^ 1 .35,715 13 4^ 

s (G .)—Moniespalfto the OfSe of Ordnance in the 5ih of Jaj^. 1816. 


For tht^lliarge ol the tWiice tif Orilnnnee in Ireland^.A.. 

For (lefrayuigsthe Exiintse of Siovici*- performed by the Office of Ordna 

irelSiid, and notsproVided for by Parliament it, 1814 . 

On aegouni of tin- Pay <>f retired Officers of the late Irish Artillery, and Kuginecis, 

^^in^fPe^Sioiis to Widows o1 deeea'cd Offlcpr% of the same for 1815 .. 

SufiPrannlthti'd and retir*! Allowances to Persons late lielongitig to the Office ot 
Onlnanc* in Ireland of a Civil nature; also for the Charge of Widows Pension" 
for 1815.!..... . 

']p 424,556.11} 64 


(H.) •^Monies paid on ^Accoimt rf His Majesty’s Forces in lR£i,AN 0 ,iin tfic Year 
• ' * ending 5th ff January 1B16. 

Ke^nftents of tilt Line f...54: £. s. A 

Militia .... ?..±r. 764,887 11 54 ^ 

' VoInntPjrCoTps ...>... • 52,233 12 ^4 ^ ^ 

MiltI ff^HoSftitels, and Royal Military lufirmary. ’ . 21,951 5 ’) <« 

Officiating Qlergymen, and retired Chaplain;. 1,558 3 

V *'v-»— 19^ 

Commissarlkt Establishment..04 


Officiating Qlergymen, and retired Chaplain;. 1,558 3 

^ ’ *'v-1_ ;.6^,'^ps 19 T»r 

Commissarlkt Establishment.. 

Sarrarks......... ^2?Ti099 12 24 

StaffiOfficers and Offlcer:<!f^arrisODS . ...91,275 0*8 

Officers Widows ....^.I.. 14,534 14 "54 

Koyal Hrispit|al, Kdmaifiham . . . 133,954 19 64 

Clefts, i^ntingent Enpeftes. .f . 3 

51’,574 0 0* 


s Sil 


2,545,767 8 24 
( 177,715 1 04 


{\.y^iPaymfntS 0 m f/ttf Year ending the 5th of Jmmary 1816, for Misjj:ELLANE6us 
V • . "•* SerVipej. * ^ 

7t\ * f " . ^ *• V 

.Public Officpt**ror tie^eral Sdmees ..ft.*. .f. .... J,tt50,,0 V 

Public Uospitals aiid ^hodl; •^•.esgu...... ]-9li,971 0 0 

.Miscellaneous Services ....J.. 175,493 6 2J 

Pruitiog Stakiles, to grab^dS8l4 .:.*..T.?...~ * 2,234 11 8 

' Roy^if^nai tJWtrtljrE^inr^tb compl|4; £.i?i IJls. 3<i. granted 1814.. 382 11 3 

MTand Navigations ..»..,..s4...«...Vv.. .. 65,30? 5 64 


-84 


frorrethc VoTE*^ CRUpiT an the Year ending 5th of Jdn, 1816. 
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• • VI.—PUBLIC PUNDEn/ DEBT OP IRELAND^ 

Public F^ded Debt of Ireland, tithe same stood on the 5th of Jamu^ i816. 


Brillsh Currency* 


■ i 


Sum raised..... 

TAVAitiiB IN Dublin : . 

£. 3 lOs, per Cent, per Annwii .. 

4 per Cent, per Afinuni ... 

£. 5 per.Cent. per Annum. 

PivABLS JN London: * 

£. 5 per Cent, per Annard . 

£. 3 per Ceptt. Consolidare'i Annuities ...., 


£. 

lQaC33 


/ #• 

)3,2.l3 9 n 


te‘J" - - - ♦ 

/; ; 

/..... 1,900,000 0. 0 


«t/. ^ per LA'nr. per/iniiuiw ^r.^#.v 

£. 3 per Ceni^ Consolidat^i Annuities .lj^it2,08",635 0 0 

«l'.* 3 per Cem!Wti.*uueed Annuities.^... aY....I i2,76S,7.^0 , 0 0 

4 per Cent. Consoliij^ted Annuities ..*...|..{ 5,934,37.7 0 0 


iih Cumncj. 


17,380,972 17 1 ' 

1,150,100 0 4 
^1S;604,843 n 3 

2,058,333 6 8‘ 
45,54*,927 1 8 
.57,166,145 16 8 
6,450,57^18 4 
Q,lb7.166 .13 4 


£. 5 per Cent CunroUdffted Navy Aimuilies ....a.|.. 2,222,000 0 0 | ^ 

' ANSt1Ar,,CHARGF: I . • «» 

.Anjpuu] Interest. 4,898,710 11,8 * 9 

.4nnuitics\n Lives or Terms of Years. 207,406 18 10 *a 

’ Pursuant to Act 37> Geo. 3,^ for Redemption of Debt then • I 

existing... 121,691 14^ 8 

jjy Acts providing £. 1 per Cent, fur Redemption of Debts * 

created since 1797 . 1,408,992 5 0 

JVIanagement. 28,441 6 ^ Total %iiicip^. 

’ • • ' ■' ' ' ■ ■" f --\ 

Total of Annual Expense. 6,665,010 I4*10t 145,813,067 5 0 


rtTttnD*— 




.-1if Account of the Progi-a^ made in Redemption, of* the Public Debt rf 
•• . \ Ireland, at the 5th January 1816. 


•Aterase Vricei 
gf Stocks, 



5 per Cents. ... 
4 ;*r Cents. ... 
i>i per Cents. ... 


Sii.!jf Annually applicable to the Reductioi? of the 'D^T,fuiiJed iit Xecuriiics. 


Annual Chaise, per .Act 37 GetJ! 3, /or Rsdeqiption of jP. 5,829,156 ]3r^4(f. th^ £. ' fL 

Debt then existingji,,,,.. 01 *.,.... 67^49 1 9 ^ 

^iiniiities fur Years^liicb have exfrired ...^.y...1.... 54^04^83 8 

7 ^ 4 Uily^f l*per Cciit,*oii ,£.23,218,‘7l4 2r. Id. Capitals created ftwm 1 st January 

1797 to «h Janu^iy 1816...ft,;*..,,.. 282;1b7 2 9 

One )>er Cent, on I'reasury Bills, iSlS, for Three JjP. */ d. 

.£.2,708,750 .5771 17- 6 * • 

OtieperCentaonTreatusyBillsyrtSlS, for NiueMj|ntljil£.2,7M^W*fi«r 20,287 lO 0 • ' 

i — ’•ST.Qjfl 7 6 

Interest at 5 per Cent, on /‘.1,84«,072 I7s. 3rf, Sldtk redfetmed. ^ '■ 

Interest at 4 per Cent, on .£i£94,500 Or.Stock redeemed^.'.J. It,78(* 0 0 , 

p^CeiiL'IAi jf.y,743,953 iL‘3^. Stock redeemed. ^0t,M>8 10 8 * 

305,492 3 6 


































Hibjr ... 

Loao byLottfry 17SI.. 

' . - ■ . * •■• * i' . 

«» Exchbcider BiLiSi: 

Oatftaoditig Exche<]uer Billa. provided fur by sa^eral A 
Parllhmentj bat unclaimed by the Proprietors V viz. 

Payable 24 Jifne 1783 .8. 

‘ 24 June TOO .. 

84 June 1791 ... 

dune 1801 .. 

as March 1803!. 


Sf March 1815. 


Excbet^er Bills, not^n course of Payment: 


• * Lottbby Prizes ; 


1^290 

0 

0 

1_!!? 

0 

0 

f 


1 

8 

6 

« 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

(5 

0 

lUO 

0 

0 

650 

• 

0 

0 

5 150,000 

0 

• 

0 

7 235,000 

0 

0 

. 1„200,000 

0 

0 

. 1,120,000 

0 

0 


OuUtviding Lottery Pyzes of the several Lotteries frcug^l7j^to 1801 
* > Total..^..... 


<8) 2,225 0 0 


/ • 

• (a) 958 6 a 


(b)2,705,000 0 0 
(a) 25,693 0 0 


2.733,876 '6 ^8 


(a) Provisitm Ras Vm made Rir tbes^by several Acts of Parliament. • 

(b) Tthbe providixl for. 


OP GR^i^TS. 


sRms CiuteS. 

t 


SUMS Falc^ 


asM^O 


, t. A jE. s. 

3,771,093^8 11* 2,723,482 .9 84 1,017,610 19 8^ 

424,556>l^ Cl ’404,556 Ig ^ y 

* 

1,250 0 • 0 • 

175,730 15 5 176,493. 6" «i 1,237 9 24 

r 4 » ,•, • 

l!5?.0i50 0 0, ,139,030 0 0 . 34,000 0 0 

192,971 .0*^0 ,£ 0 

ii ' y 7—— S [ ^ V" ’ * " 

4,739,631 16 104 3,656,783 7 Ilf |^2,648 


END^? THE BNANCE’AOCKj^KfEl FOR iSy. - J 


.; i. 
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I^I^T OF PUBliC AOte, 

-m * ' * * . 

Passed in the Fourth Session of the Fifth Parliament of the,United Kingdom qfpreat 
Britain and lrdandj-t^56 GFO^ /IL —BJ 16^6. ^ 
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EtjB*P'<OF PUBtiC ACfS MASSED 56 GEO. III. 


[xcH 


'SSi. To mtke ]perpetual cert^n temporary or 
w«rd«tiQS(^ customs, 0 D|he impor&tion 
- into Qfeat- Britain of g(^s, w&res, and 
mercfSandize, and to repeal so mvch of sc- 
veiUl acts passed in the 47 th, 491|h, and 
• '51«l0f th^ifetgn ofhis pAsent niaJestV, as 
cliarge aoy loans made forsthe serwco of 
Uie yearsVsor, 1809, and 18)1, uponihe 
of custom A or excise, anl^to 
charge such loans on thi duties of c^swis 
made peipctual. ' ’'V , 

> Mi' For inoemnifying the commissit^rsfof 
^ excise in Scotland^ and all persons wl^ may 
*. have acted, undea their authority, inkltila- 

tion toNiiertain oraers issued andJtlUi%s 

> ■' done remtive to cectaiv acts Agardmathe 

distiilerias in Scotland. • ^ 

31. For transferring all.conlracts and sc^iri- 
ti^ enteijpd into with or given to the clm- 
missioners feyr transports, to the comtlis- 
sioners of the navy and victualling. f 
• the rates of subsistence tc^be 

yinkeepersand others on quartering 
soldi^. 

33i To mdemnify such persons in the united 
' kingdom as have otoitted to qualify them¬ 
selves for offices and employments, and for 
^exte§diflg the time limited for those pur¬ 
poses respectively, until the |5th of March 
^ 1817; and to penrrit sftch persons in Great 
Britain as have omitted to make and file 

* jiffidavits of the execution of indentures of 
'cKirks to dttorni^s and solkitors to make 

. and file the same op or before the 1st day 
of Hilary Term 1817. * 

34. To ch^r^ an additional dut^ on corks, 
ready made, impyted into Great Bi'itain. 

8i>. For yie more speedy and effectual collec¬ 
tion of the tonnage duty upon ships inwardi; . 
!^r empowering ujfijiirds of the treasury to 
T^ulate the l^oui^' qjf officers attendance in J 
«the port of Loudon; and afbr* perntittinq* 
^lips to commence and complex their load¬ 
ing of c oals ba& re tbe^deliverv oT the fitters i 
Certffiai|^!l i«' "1 

m».‘®i)w*epeli two acls passed in the reigns of*| 
' Edward ath and Ri^ai-d Srd, which pro¬ 
hibit IherkspQltattqn of wrought goods and 
^ certain other artwlli»te^.. 

37. Totpdhaut the importation of pnines the 

prodti^ at Germany. ^ • 

38. ^ empower his'tnajesty td suspend the 
iMdfoit or enrolqient for the local militia. 

^9. To reduifh th^ ntimber of days of muster* 
>oiL exircise of ySomanry and volunteer ca* 

■ vahy*. /• ^ 

40. For the furt|ie$’yo&timyn& iKitil ihe*5th 
of July 1818, a\ act ^ tbi«|rtth pf his pre- 

' )i||it majesty,' to coi]Vaq& thejn^trktions 

• dhntaine^ in the severs! araUif^is pre!ient( 
roa^ss4j^«n paymCQTIrV^Q^h by the bahk 

" of England. 

41. Fcff raising th^^m of 8,470,^)00/. Irish 
currotey, by trcasury^iiUs, for Ijie seiyice 

'' of Ireland^ ror the year 1816. • 

48. Fur/aising the sum oiu,T00,000/r British 
cuncncy, byjrfisauiy bits, for thq&esrice 
■DfJU'claQd, for the year 1816, I 


|i43. For making certain allowances of the 
' duties payable on mall and beer. * * 

44. To repeal the duties, allowances, and 
drawbacks of excise, on h,^ soap made in 
Great Britain, and ii^orled from Irclan^; 
and to grant other dmies, allowances, and 
^awbacks in lieu thereof. 

4a. For defrayim^llBWcharge of the pay and 
clothing oft^flvclocsn militia in I#rfia1t!2w- 
tain, to tbe.35th.of Mai^i 1817. 

46. Fopthe bettei’ r(:^aIqfion qf the civil list. 

_ 47. For raising the sufn*<Vf 1,200,000/. Irish 
currency, by Iteasiiry biB.s, for the service 
of Ireland, for the year 1816. 

48. To continue^, uivtil three months after the 
ceasing of any^rcstrinion imposed on the 
bank of Enl'fan^ from issuing cash in pay¬ 
ment, the several i^ts fbyi(oniirinir;g and 
cofttinuing the restrictions on jtayiiients in 

I cash by the bank Of Ireland. 

49. To explain and ame^ an act, passed in 

the last session ef parliament, for the niBi-t 
easy assessing, collecting, and levy^g of 
county rates. J 

50. To regulate .the sale* of farming siblk 
taken in execution.* . 

51. To amend an act passed in tAe present 
session of parliament, intituled * ^\n act to 

* carry into Effect a Convention of Com- 

* merce concluded between his Majesty and 
‘ the United States of America.’ 

53. lit amend and rdhder more eficctual an 
act passed in the last session of parliament, 
fur enabling spiritual persoiA to exchange 
« their parsonage houses or glebe laiul% aiid 
for other purposes thpein7#entionecl. 

53. To amend and reii jewa^rc ^clr.a! Arcd" 

several acts passed in thc48ih7^1^jb,^nd 52d 
of Ws wesent majfesty, for cnablrng tlie 
cogmis^oners for tj|e rerlnctioii ol tlyi n<i- 
Jidnal grsAit life annuities. 

54. For rilismg j^e yum of 13,000,000/. Iiy 

ej^chequer biHf^for the service of Great 
" jpain, for the year 1816. * 

I'o ameni! an act of the parliament of 
Ireland, in ihc 40th of his present ma jesly’s 
teign, for granting the sum of 5 tf.), 0 (»o/. for 
promoting inlandnavigation, and for other 
purposes therein mentidiied; and to en¬ 
large the powers vested in the directors of 
, all works relating to inland navigation in 
Jrelapd. 

66. To reptal the several s^mp duties in 
^ Ireland, and also several acts for tlie col- ' 
^ction and managemgnt of the said duties, 

,•* aibd to grant new stamp duties in lieu th^-e- 
and to make mote eSecttmft-cg^lations 
for ioUncting aiyl nmnaging tiic said duties. 
57. To grant certain fates, tluties, and taxes 
* in Ireknd,«in rftstiect of fir* hearths, win¬ 
dows, male servants, horses, carriages, and 
dogs, in Jieu o^ former rates, 4uties, and 
t^s; and{kovide for the more effectual 
• coiUection of' tlie said fates,ftnd., 
taxes. # • i . 

^ To repeal an act made in the 51st uf his 
]^r||ceot>4niyesty^for aUavrlog the manufac- 
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ture and use pf a liquor prepared 
sd^ar for colouring^orter. 

59. To reduce tlie duty of excise on malt 
made in Ircllnd, and certain counter%’ainng 
duties and drawbacks in respect thereof. 

cO. To autkiorizc thAransferring stock upon 
which dividends sliall remain unclaiotcd 
for tlie space of atyears at tftc 

’■ Ita^ ik oj' England, and alsoatHpltcry prizes 
or bciKjfils, and balances of spms issued for 
paying the pi mrtpafs*^ stocks or annuities, 
which sliall not ^aVorJacen demanded for 
the same period, to the ttjmmissioncrs for 
lAe reduction of tiie national dabt. 

Gl. For granting to his-m^esty a sujn of 
money to be raisetf by Lueries. 

62. I'oi erecting a harboiV ships to the 
eastward of*Dunl«afy>'tmhiu tlicportof 
Dutlrn. ' _ » 

G3. To regulate the general penitentiary forij 
convicts, at Miliiw.iik, in I'le county of 

. Iiliddlescx. ^ 

64. To rcqieal several acts relating to the 
miulia of^rcat Britain, and to amend 

•Ollier acts relating thereto. • 

65. To explain an^ amend the acts for grant¬ 
ing duties on profits arising from pro- 
perty{^’. ofessions‘, trades, and offices, so far 
as extend {(> the due assessment |nd col¬ 
lection of the duties for past years; lor 
confirming certainabntemeiitsalready made 
of the said duties, and exempting collectors 
bunds ii'oni the stamp duties. 

66. Fcr ttducfug the duties payable oil horses, 
iisc|l itir the puri^oses therein snentiopedf 
for two yeaits; and for repealing the acts 
g< 4 Viiing al lowa nces in resjiect of children. 

67. T’o eiiiiiile^uch (ifficers, mariners, and 
solditrs, as have bc*n in lhe.,land or sea 
service, or in tfie myines, or in^el^iIitia, 
or any corps of fencml#men^sii|^i the-^d 
of his present majes^y’&^ign, It^Mcercise 
trades. 

66. T9 provide for a new silver coina] 



to regulate the currency of the 
silver coin of this realm. 

69. To ctntinue, until th« 25tli of Marth 
1816, two acts of the 54th of his present 
majesty, for repealing the duties of customs 
on m^er imported into Great Britain, and 
for granting other duties in lieu thereof. 

70. To alter and anignd several acts ^la^ng 

to*the rcdeinption’of the national debt of 
Ireland, ancf to make further provision in 
respect thereof. « . ■ * 

7 amend an act of ithe 61st of his prd- 
sehrliiajBs^’s reign^for discharging ccrtaifi 
arrears of quit, croton,, and i^mpisition 
rents in Ireland. ' „ 

72. To continue and atadtad sv much of an* 
act of the 43d of his preset majesty’s 
reign, for authorising Ine Wllettiqg^pnd 
su^cting to military dlst^pUne certain 

corMf and officers of cavalry or 
in^try, as mates to such corps in Ireland. 

73. For removing difficulties in me conmtlotj 
of offenders stealing proper^ Irmtwtni^s. 


74. For the purchase of certain lands, teno- 

mehts, and h|reditaments at Sheerpess and 
Chathatn, in the county of KenL for the 
use of t^e navy. , ^ 

75. To,repcal the duties of customs upon the 
nation infb the united kingdiw of 
seed and cole seed, and tA ^rant other 

jes in lieu thereof. -r f 

OT repealing tjfe several J^ountics osy'the 
deportation of nj^ed sugar, from any jart 
of t(!c u’.lled Kingdom, and lor allowing 
other L<Cunlies in lieu thereof, until the 4m 
day ^July 1818. 

77. ^ repeal certain d^jLies gsanted by an * 
Pc/passed in the last^cssion ofa^liament, 
fcr repealing the proyisions of lonnar acts 
g^nii^'c.-fdusive privileges of ^le to the 
Jth Sea Confhany. 

|For the better regulating and securilft the 
illectiou of the duties on paper in Ireumd, 
id to prevent frauds therein. 

79.1 For repealingathe duties^of customs 0{j^ 
rape seed cakes, lin%ecd cakes^ bouiSs 
cattle and other pimals, and otttsh, ex-. 

• cept whale fins, imported into Great Brk 

tain; and for granting other duties in lieu 
thereof. ' 

80. To enable the principal officer^aid com¬ 

missioners df his majelty’s navy resident 
on foreign stations to grant certificattes of 
'stores or goods, which may he sold bv sueHT 
officers or commisliAiers at such torei^if 
stations. , % • • 

81. To alter the period miring which manu¬ 

facturers of oir of vilriol are to deliver in 
their accoy*nts. * 

82. To render valid the jidi^al act's of suito- 
gatesrtif-vice adniiraltylcoiirts abroad, dur- 

•ing vacancies in office of judges of such 
CQurti. ” •' 

83. For regulating tlic fS^tyihg ofjiasscDKrs 

• to mn^the island of^ewfoundmiyl 
and coast of labrador. 

4. For the better acr^mmodalitjfi of his ma¬ 
jesty’s paemts witiim the harboao Holy- 
head,'in uic Ihland <>T Angles^ 
the better regulatioi^ of the snipping tber^n: 

85. To make/urthcr re gub lipiMffor securmg 
the collection of tK?>4mi^oftustoma an#-* 
pxcia^n Irehi^ and for the inlpertatioa 
into I^ ftnj^ f American 8tave% ^d of old 

’ plateanuoSoksftomGreatBritmn. 

86. For establishing rcguIq|tion8 ^spieling 

• aliens arriving in or i^dentKn tins king- 

• dom, in certain cases, lor,two yelrsfrom 

the passing of this act, and until th8 end of 
tile sessiwi pf n|urliamqpl in which the said 
two ycqfaslMli ex^e, if parliament shall 
Ik* tiicll^tting. / * ' 

,87. JTh regll&tMirocfedingSjOf grand juriet in* 
Ireland, upoilhiy#«fJ[ndictmerff. T 

8^. To afcepd the law of Ireland, respecting 
the recovery of tenemeifis from absrondin^ 
overboiling, and defSauting tenants; ana 
.for iBfe protectUm of the tenant frian un- 

\ due fliatress, 

1 ; 80. To provide 




the charge of certain ad* 
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[rcvi 



-(5tioBs to tde public debt of Ireland, for j, 
. the*semce of the year 1816^ * 

90. to akfray the chaise of tlx pay^dothinf;, 

" and caetingent expenses of the dist-nibc^ied 

oiilkia in ureat Britain, and of Ae miners 
of ipornwall and Devon ;sand for glanting 
^l&waiicest in certain cases, to subi|teru 
•^ersy i^utants, surg:'>ons mates, an* scr- 
jcsant-niajors of militiik until' tlie of 
fi^chl817.* \ V 

91. To regulate the trade |f tha.Mloaic«of 
Demerara, Berbice, and EssequH^; to al- 

'■ low the importation into, and ex^tation 

• froiBy such colonies, of certain articlvy by 
Dutch projfrietor^of the European o ' 

^ . nions of his majesty the king|(if tlw 

* ’ therlands; and to repeal an a^ d t^ c 

of bis ffesent majesty, for pernmti 
tre^e between the United Provinces 
ce^in cotonies in his majesty’s pos<.ess 
93. To enable his majesty to authorize 
expiation of the machinery necessary|ror ; 
% «^rgptingi a mint in th^ united states of 
Ametwa * 

98, Forj^nabline the officers of the customs 
at creeks, harbours^ and basins of Grcaf 
: Britain^ to take entries of ships and goods 
arrivin^rom and bound to Ireland, 
a*. Toiill low makers of oxygenated muriatic 
■ acid, to take craslipd (ock salt, dutyfree, 
«t.for making such acid, or oxymuriate of 
lime fur bleaching linen and cotton. 

98. J'o authorize such person as his majesty 
shall appoint to transfer a £ertain sum in 
Idiree pounds per («nt. reduced annuities, 
.;jiow stan^g in the name of the dissolved 
college oOlertford, in the university of 
Oxfunl; andfllsqto receive^f^deeds due 
upon such annuities. , 

‘.! .S8. For establishing an agyeement with the i 
. M. Mvernor and coqyipany of the bank hf Bhg- 
.land, foradvancing*the sum o( three mu-, 
•lions, for tlie service of thenar 181^ ‘ 

To authorize the advaniSing, for the pub- 


—ilgland for the payment _ 

, SD accoual^f the ptbiioedebt, tor lottery 
^prizes or^heffiNg)^^laim<0. and princi- 
■ pals of stocks and ajiRliities remaining un- 
■;. olaiided.' * 

1 DS. To miifSand consolidate id|iLihe*lund all. 

, thft public revenues of Great Britain and 
t...' iredimd, apdte provide , for the application. 

theregf to the gspcral service of the united 
ft.. kiM^Pra. ‘ . 

4M1. vest the ij^lgin coliectiomof ancient 
marbles and sculptiu^ in the* trustees of 
t.<|be British muaeunli for'Cite ^ the 

4 tolic. \ ^ . . 

!;lw.. For more effectuaU^ecitf&ig Che liberty* 
•pfCM subject. • , * •« t 

101. For enabling the officer! in his msyestv's 
' n .and their ^presehta&ves, to draw tor 
and teceivo. their haJF-pay, and^ %r tiCms- 
^rk^ - thajiMy of nuking certaia pay- 
nuntir from i^.eld'ks or the ehei|ueirt 




majeMy's dock-yards to pie cJefks of the 
trea.<«urer of the navy at the same yuidsr 

102. To amend the act of the of his pre¬ 
sent majesty,* iittiiulrd, Act tor the 
* Relief of Insolvent Debtors in England 
and to give further pafcers to the court 
Pointed by the said act. 

106. For further seeming the duties on paper 
and pastdtoi^f^and for repealin^tb® 
countervailing duty upon pa.steboard im¬ 
ported fronti Ifdaiid; aftd the drawback 
upon pasteboard, bxpjarted;* and granting 
other counter\ailii^ duties and diiiwbacks 
ill lieu thgreof. • 

104. I or the making more effectual provision 
for’ the proven licii o^ smuggling, and re¬ 
warding o%prs‘ and persons making sei¬ 
zures and rapfrH.i’i}<i;‘^uj{glit 2 g vcs.sels; for 
licensing luggers eidployed'in'tha Blorlh 
Sea fishery; and 4 »bhgiiig exjiurlersof ex- 

' ciseable goods on drawback to give notice 
of shipment. 

105. To amend anlTrontinuc, unlilthc end of 
the next session of parliament, anVtof 
the 54th of his present luajcsSy, for regu¬ 
lating the trade in. spirit; between Great 
Britain and Ireland re6;,:>rocaily, and to 
grant and allow new'couiiiervailigrg duties 
and drawbacks on spirits imported and ex* 

f orted between England and Scotland and 
reland respectively. 

lOG. Jo repeal the duties payable in Scotland 
yipon wash and spirits, and dLslillers li- 
cencec, to grant other duties ie liej^tiiereof, 
^ and to establish further regulation fy the 
distillation of spirits froriw^orn for home 
consumption in Scotland', until th§JDp^ of 
November 1818. • ' "I ■ • • 

107. To amend aii act of the last session of 

dutie| in 
to inven- 

‘tori^*fi'b#ekhibited and recorded in any 
c^^missary coratjh Scotland. 
lOJT^o repeal certain drawbacks aaA:oun-< 
;^iling duties of excise on beer and 
ntaH’; to alter the drawbacks on plate 
iglass, and fo prevent frauds therfinJ 
109. To continue! until the 5th of July 1817, 
an act of the 46th of bisepress^it mmesty, 
for grating an additional bdunty^ the ex* 

S altation of the sHk manufactures Great 

ritain. 

116. F%r the further regulation of the Hades 
■ of tanneif and curriers. * 

To repeal part of ffie duty on spirits di^ 
tiled inlreland, tg icnuce the drawbw^l^n 
kuch spirits exported to foreigi>pa4.l^ and 
*'to qpakfx fiirther r^lationsTor the coUec* 
lion of ^ said dimes, and the duties on 
* licences f^reUilmg ^irih|ou8 and other 
liquors in {^nd* 

112. To mt^e certain provisions for modify¬ 
ing the semai acts tor imposing and levy- 
. iim of fine^ln respect qf mtiamsuLlUfitUta* 

timi •of in InlandV* " • * 

118. For repeifiiDg the oatieif .payiilfe for 
* lienees for iet^|i8gbe$|^j^ 0CR»', party; 

* I • at 


pari^mmt relating to btamp 
GmtKtain, soi^ as relates 



XCTiij 


LIST OF PUBLIC iNCTS PASSED S6 mO» UL 


ovspitiiS’in G/eat Britain, and for imposing, 
ath«/duties in lied thereof, 

11^. To re,gu]atc the conveyance of pas> 
•engers from the %nillhd’kingdom to the 
united state^f America, in British vessels. 

^15. For ratifying tAe purchase ^of the Clare¬ 
mont estate,, and fur settling the sam^s a 
residence tor her jro^Jiignness the ptin- 
<«a£jges yharlotte Aifgnsta^^td his serene 
Highness Leopold (leorge FrMerick prince 
ofCobourg of€aaffp>'l*.. ' / , 

116. To explain an£ aidend an act, parsed in 
the 55th of therejgn'uf his present majesty, 
fntituled, ‘ An Act for the Abi^ition of gaol 
‘ and other fees competed with the gaols 
‘ in England.’ / . \ 

117. Tp amenilan act pa^d in the S9th 

and 40th his present ma¬ 

jesty, for the safe rastody of insane persons 
charged fc'ith offencea 

118. For admitting oil and blubber from the. 
British colonies biJ^rth America, upon 
n^ment of the like duly as oil and blubber 
frSm Newfoundland. 

119. To ex{)(tiyi pad amepdan act passed in 
the present ^ssion. of parliament for pu¬ 
nishing muya^ind desertion, in relation to 
the f^gnspo^mtRlfof oifenders. 

150. To pjifeure annual returns of persons 
comniittra* tried, and convicted for crimi¬ 
nal oifences and misdemeanors in Ireland. 

151. For defraying, until the S5th c|f June, 
1817, the charge of the pay and clotljing 
of tlm niyuia of’Ireland, and ter making 
aBov^ces in certain cases subalteyn 
onicers of said militia during peace. 

To make ]lrovision fon securing, for a 
time fo lie Uihited;’ the nij^^s of the office 
of clerk of the pleas pniisNi aiest y’s court 
^ exchequer In Irdand. 

13S. To continue, Vnlil the 
1817, au act of the ^tli? of* 
majesty, for expl^pcmg and 
*^fOral acts relating to spiritual 
holding of farms, and far enfoi 
residence of such persons on their 
in England. 

1S4. To continue, until the 1st of August, 
1817, tyx> iicts pf the 50th and 55th ot his 
prese^tj majesty-, allowing the bringing of 
Goall,^/culni, and cinders, to London and 
Wesfmiuster. . *• 

i99. For tile morfi effectual j^unishmetit of 

J ersons ridtously-destroyingor dainagingJ 
uildings, engine^ and machinery, n^ ini 
^ |fnd about collieri^ and other ifHaes, 


Cxevlil 


of April, 
kpresentj 
ending^ 
ci«|ons 


vraiggoi* ways, bflidges, and other works, 
used in conveying and^ahippiog c«als Snd 
other minerala; and* for ifiiabling the 
owner|of ^ch propei^^tlKJIsver dainage| 
for the injury sustaineoT^® % 
lt6. To amend an act of tbe|Hrd of his pre¬ 
fer the aeliet. of iniblveut 
^1 fn Ireland. ’ ^ ‘ . 

To rednne^tbf duty on. the exportation 
. GseatSntam of small coals of a cer^^ 



128, To amend two acts made in the 63rd of , 
the reign o£ his present majesty,^or open¬ 
ing a inorecmivcr.ionlcoranviiHication fmm 
Mary le-bone Park to Charipg-uoss, and 
for iiaving the .streets to be made in Mary- 
leAonc Park,land to enable his majesty to 
g»nt smidl portions of land as site'll for 
p|hlic huiluings, or to be used as cemetqlries, 
yithiii the billsyof mortality. 

IfiS. To repeal cf/tain provisions iulucai)‘acts 
■’for* the 'Aaiiitniance and management of 
the P'jor. 

ISti^l'o repeal an act made in the 39lh and 
^^1 of his present “majesty’s reign, in*- 

* t.tilled, “ An Act to extend the provisions 
'l!f •an made in the 17th of the reign* 
t>f Jjiig»Georg^. the Secoi^, intituled, 
LAu Act to amclld and make more effec- 
f tual the laws relating to roguesjs vaga- 
|‘ bonds, and other idle jflM disi^derly 
r persons, and to house# of correction,’ ” 
Jand to mak^ other provisions ««i ueu 

thereof. • • # 

ISi. To revive and continue, uilttt the I5th 
of June, 1817, an act of thedlndof his 
present majesty, foi^the more ei^ctual pre¬ 
servation of the peace, by enforcing the 
duties of watching and warding. , • 

132. For enlarging the Hme for mdking the 
award rcifpecting Ills majesty’s alletments 

* under an act of the 5Srd ot' his present nA- 
jesty, for inclosiAg* Windsor Fo^t; and 
for'.exten^ng the p|ovi8i(ms of the aaid 

ftCt. 

133. For malfing |frovision to defray the 

annual charge of any loan o&this session of 
parliament t ^ 

134. #'or iiluwing a drawback of the duty on 
I coals CHIP jmed in lead mines inT^omwall. 
135^ ^'or ai'iborixing the baioiis of the colirt 

*of exchequer in Scotland, to order thejtpay- 
nunt of a pertain ^in of *moTfey, to be ap¬ 
plied in completing the Crinan-canal. * 

136. To enable his majesty t.<^aut certlan ' 
' nds^ tfAetnenh^, and hered^ments, ea- 
ed Indarlevolvod to his utajeSiy^prtbe 
dissolution of Hertford college, in the tmi- 
versity of^ Otforil^ and thejMte of the saidr 
oliege and buildingr, ^reen, to the oliio- 
"or, ina&tdfs, and scholars -of, the said 
unt^^csi^in trust fur the«|irii)cipa:l and 
othSr niimher# of Magdalen- hall(‘ fur the 
purpose of their removing to suth ii%e { and 
to enable the said chanchllos nputers, and 
^.scholars of the said miileysity, mA Hie pre-» 
^dent and scholars of Saint Mary Magdalen 
*a>liegd«to do all necessary acts foi^socli 
removal.'^ * # * 

137* "ffl extend the provisions of an get ef 
•the m- of •the/reign of Jame.s ls( in¬ 
tituled, ‘ Jfn A^lAir the better relief of the 

* ‘ ci%ditors against' such as shall become 

1S;<, To abolish *^e*pftntshment o# Hie pil- 
. •iorpy dscept in cortain^cascs. 

139w jo regulate the binding of psaiHiAp-, 
prentiices. . - -i ■ . 

CiJ 





xcix] 

140; For establishing the rise of an hydro* 
meter, ^^alled Sikes’s hydron^ter, in a^er* 
taining the $trengtl) of spirits, instead of 
Clarke’s hydrometer. ^ 

IdT.. For enabling ecclesiastical coroorate 
bodies, .under certain cifcumstancee^ to 
alidnate larifis for enlarging c^meteri^ or 
chtirch- 3 rard 8 . 


143. For granting to his majesty a certain 
sum out of the consolidated fund of Grftat 
Britain, -and for applying ceilmn monies 
tiidrein mentio’neS for tbe^^rvice of the 
year 1816, and for further appropriating tii^ 
supplies Ranted in thii session of parlia- 
mept. 
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tes Bill, 1150.1. 
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• \ Third Secretar 
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Military; Unconstiiutibnal I^erfereace of 
the, 482,565. V. . 

) • 

Prince Regent’s Speech at the Qlose ^f 

Session, 1284. t . " 

Public Revenues Consolidation 1|11,. 1254, 


1270. 
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Admiralty; Boardo^77/. 

AgriculturS ;^Coinmlttee on the distressiid 
State of, 778. • » 

Algerine Pirates, 1043,11 
Alien Bill, 78,167,430, 

Austrian Loan, 863. 
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Coie, sir*Galbraith Lowry; Tlianks of the 
House to, du 1. * 

Cona^ittals for Contempt, loW. 

^ ConsolidatiiiiiAf the English andfrish Exfiie- 
quers, 588,1045, 1109, 1128, 1325. ■ • ] 
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Greenwich Hoepital, Treasurer of, 133, 1004, 
108*. • \ 

' ' I • 

Hamilton,*Rev. J.; Case of, 1101, • 
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Missionaries, 1260, 1266. ^ 
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* • ^ 

Ollanlan, l^lr^a^Se of, 1105. ^ ^ 

Parliamentary AeforM, 98, 3ft9,» 1145. 
Peltier,* Mr., 101. • * 

Perrot, M., 1(J05, 1073. i 

Police pf the Metropofis, 1281. 

Poor Laws; 587, 8Z87 ■ \ 
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r»w Tmv inn • ** 


310. 


Public Revenues Cdl^lidation Bill, 1045, 
1109, 1128,1225. * 

L • . ■ '-v * 

I Ramsgate Harbour Bill/252./^ 

Reform of Parliament, 9Sj*u!t|1145.^, 

Roman Catholic Question, 0, Sfe^ 649, 655, 
871,928, 1007, 1255. *. i 

Rope Makers of Woolwich, 102. 

Savftg B^nks Bill, 515. . ^ 

Sc^otch Disiyierics, 1014. ^ ^ 

Silver Coinage, 239, 860,946, If 18. 

Small Arms, 10 ^ ^ 

Soap Excise Jeiil, 49*2, 500,717,775. 
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Isopierid^i^^ Edward; Thanks of House 

I \o,^ • 

Patriots, 821. „ • 

_ ^^,aches All, 1040. 

^oie of Ireland, 11. , 

Statutes; Revision of the, 1041. 

. • 

.Taaffe, Mrs.; her Petition, complainiliji of the 
J • President of the Cpurt of Session m &cot- 
* laiid, 871. 


Irish Ma^er^u Chan«cry,Ml9^i**’ 
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, Jrish CTfana Jury pre^ntments, 1007. \ Tithes, .365, ^.5,1144. 

,, Irish Grai^ Juriessliiil, 1043. y, of GreenwichJHospital, 138,1004, 

King’s Bench Prison, 1262. ... *•’ 
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Vw I ■ 
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*•877 


Lotteries, 1086. 
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Midt Bill, . 


'Wellipgtcn, < 


« 
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ke of; Tote of Tl^nks and 

Cofigratulaliowto, 1281. 

WeslJlndia Slaves, 719,1151.^ ^ 

' j(Wool and Seeds, 3, 80. * , 
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